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I almost never 
lose my keys...
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Former school will

keep Campbell name
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Undercover buy lands

Huron Co. man in jail
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SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies said speed and road conditions were factors

in a one-vehicle accident last Wednesday on Wheeler Road, south of Cumber Road,

in Austin Township.  Deputy Philip Deacons reported a 2007 Ford F-250 pickup

truck pulling a cattle trailer was being driven by 20-year-old Logan Schumacher of

Ubly when he lost control due on the icy roadway shortly before noon.  The vehicle

rolled over onto its side, but the trailer remained upright.  One of two passengers in

the truck suffered minor injuries, according to reports, which note two calves in the

trailer were not injured. (Storm photos, page 16)

Storm dumps a foot-plus of snow;
closes schools, challenges drivers

Sanilac motorist 
faces prison time
in ‘14 fatal crash

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The driver in a 2014 fatal traffic crash that claimed the lives of two Thumb
teens will spend at least the next three years in prison following her sentenc-
ing last week in Sanilac County Circuit Court.

Laken Williams, 22, of Lexington, was ordered to serve a term of three
years to 15 years in prison.  She was credited with 380 days already served
in jail.

Williams pleaded guilty in early December to two counts of reckless driv-
ing - causing death in the accident, which left 18-year-old Dakota Moore of
Applegate and 17-year-old Danielle Torrez of Croswell dead.

Reckless driving causing death is punishable by up to 15 years in prison
and/or a fine of $2,500 to $10,000.  Two other charges in the case – falsely
reporting a felony and lying to a peace officer – were dismissed.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies, who arrested Williams last January,
reported the accident occurred shortly after 11 p.m. Oct. 28, 2014, on Roach
Road, west of Croswell Road in Sanilac County’s Lexington Township.
Sheriff’s department investigators said speed was a factor in the crash, with

Williams driving an estimated 100 miles per hour.  She lost control of the
vehicle, which ran off the north side of the road and overturned several
times, ejecting both victims.
“Initially Williams denied being the driver; however, once the investigation

was concluded, it was determined that she was the driver,” said Sanilac
County Accident Investigation Team Sgt. Matt Armstrong.

The Sanilac County Prosecutor’s Office lauded what it described as the
“excellent handling” of the investigation by the sheriff’s department under
the direction of Deputy Jim Sanchez and Deputy Kevin Nowiski.

Sheriff Garry Biniecki noted his department was assisted by the Croswell
Police Department, Michigan State Police, Michigan State Police Crime
Lab, St. Clair County Deputy Russ Nowiski, the Croswell Fire Department,
Croswell EMS and Dr. Virani, Oakland County Medical Examiner.

“Thanks to the dedication and hard work of the sheriff’s office accident
investigation team and those agencies assisting in the case, justice has been
served and, hopefully, the families involved can finally have closure,”
Biniecki said.

Sanilac drug team executes warrants

70-year-old among
drug probe suspects

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Drug Task Force officers recently served a pair of search
warrants stemming from drug trafficking investigations, including one at a
Minden Township residence where the drug team identified four suspects,
including a 70-year-old woman.

Drug task force Director Jim Johnson reported the first warrant was exe-
cuted Feb. 5 in the 8000 block of Wildcat Road in Worth Township.

“The search warrant had been issued based upon a drug overdose investi-
gation by the drug task force that led to the Wildcat Road residence,”
Johnson noted.
“Found in the residence was pre-packaged, suspected heroin and other drug

paraphernalia,” he said.  “The 28-year-old male Worth Township resident
was hospitalized and will be questioned later.  Any further actions taken will
be based on completed lab results and the filing of the report with the pros-
ecutor’s office.”
Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies assisted drug team members at the scene.
The next day, the drug task force, assisted by Huron County Sheriff’s

Department and Ubly police, executed a search warrant in the 1000 block of
Bay City-Forestville Road in Minden Township.
An Investigation by Huron County and Ubly police into illegal drugs/sales

led them to the Sanilac County residence, according to Johnson.
“The suspects include a 42-year-old male, 70- and 19-year-old females, all

FFA alumni, friends, parents organize
Thursday to support Cass City students

Please turn to page 7.

Hillaker closes the books
on 34-year career as the
face of local government 

RONA HILLAKER SAYS that while her job title evolved from secretary to

executive assistant during her 34-year tenure with the village of Cass City,

her job description remained much the same.  The Cass City area native is

now ready to enjoy retirement following her last day on the job Friday.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

You could say Rona Hillaker has been the face of Cass City Village gov-
ernment for the past 34 years.

Well, it’s been Hillaker’s face that most residents first saw when they
walked into the village municipal building to pay a bill, pose a question
or lodge a complaint.  And while many of those folks will tell you she did-
n’t always have the answer they were looking for, most will agree she
offered a listening ear and made the effort to assist them to the best of her
ability. 

It’s a role the Cass City native held for nearly 35 years, and she enjoyed
her work.  Now, following her last day on the job Friday, she’s enjoying
retirement.

Hillaker joined the village staff in the early 1980s, the same year that
brought three other veteran employees to the crew – DPW Supt. Gary
Barnes, DPW employee Craig Helwig, and former longtime wastewater
treatment plant Supt. Rick Mohr.
At the time, the village municipal building was housed in a small build-

ing at what is now the water plant/DPW facility in the park.
“I hired in as a secretary.  I did payroll and I sent out the water bills,” she

said, adding the job opening came at a good time.  “I had a job before
(my) girls were born, and I just wanted to get back to work.  I was fortu-

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

If there was a question about
whether Cass City is ripe for the for-
mation of a group dedicated to sup-
porting local students involved in
agriscience classes in school as well
as FFA (Future Farmers of America),
any doubt has been laid to rest.

An estimated 45 area parents, FFA
alumni, school officials, Cass City
business and community leaders,
and others gathered at the Charmont
Thursday to form the Cass City FFA
Alumni and Friends.

In addition to discussing the new
chapter’s objectives and goals for the

future, those in attendance elected
the first slate of officers, all parents
of active Cass City Junior-Senior
High FFA members.  The officers
are: Sue Stuever Battel, president;
Cathy Healy, vice president; Tami
Daskam, treasurer; Christie Nye,
secretary; and Cort Hartwick, mem-
ber at large.

With two dozen charter members
already on board, the organization
expects to begin hosting quarterly
meetings, although a number of
details are still being worked out.

Battel and her fellow officers
explained the new local alumni and
friends group will focus on expand-
ing upon what the youths are learn-

ing both in agriculture-related class-
es in school and through their
involvement in FFA, with the goal of
encouraging them to explore the
countless careers available in the
agriculture industry.

The plan includes offering support
to Cass City Junior-Senior High
School agriscience teacher and FFA
advisor Russ Weyer.  Examples
could include providing assistance in
organizing career events and hosting
speakers and competitions.

“With our help, we can do a lot
more things – one person can’t make
it all happen,” commented Healy,
who noted the alumni and parents

Please turn to page 7.

Frigid cold over the weekend, com-
ing on the heels of a snowstorm that
dumped a foot or more on the Thumb
early last week, was expected to
moderate this week, with high tem-
peratures increasing from the upper
20s to the lower 40s by Friday.

Over the weekend, forecasters
reported highs and lows of 12 and 0
degrees on Thursday, 21 and minus-

2 Friday, eight and minus-11
Saturday, and 17 and 11 on Sunday.

Last week’s storm closed schools
and canceled athletic and other
events throughout much of the
Thumb for the better part of the
week.  Area law enforcement offi-
cials reported multiple traffic crash-
es, citing slick roads as contributing
factors. Please turn to page 8.

National Weather Service (NWS)
officials said the heavy snowfall that
began during the early morning
hours of Tuesday, Feb. 9, was the
result of a low that stalled over
southern Lake Huron and then slow-
ly drifted eastward, resulting in a
long period of snowfall throughout
the day.
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Bill and Charlene (Sowden)
Slaughter of Deford were united in
marriage January 28, 1955.

The best man was Andrew
Slaughter, brother of the groom and
maid of honor was Betty Jones, sister
of the groom. The ceremony was
performed by Reverend Reed in
Argentine, Mich. Parents of the

Charlene and Bill Slaughter

Slaughters celebrate 61st anniversary
groom are William and Clara
Slaughter and parents of the bride
are Jack and Lula Sowden. 

The couple have 4 daughters,
Charlene Romain of Cass City,
Crystal Halasz of Cass City, Julie
Frederick of Deford and Wendy
Kelley of Grand Blanc. They have 7
grandchildren, JoLynn, Cody and

Dereck Halasz, Brenden and Gavin
Frederick and Jerry and Chad
Kelley; and 4 great-grandchildren
Orion Halasz, Alivia Spencer,
Dakotah and Addison Frederick.
The couple has lived at their Deford

residence for 55 years.

Ubly announces second 
marking period honor roll
Ubly High School officials release
second marking period honor roll
students:

Grade 12
Ana Luiza Abbiate, Bailey Bischer,
Evan Block, Kaylee Block*, Emily
Booms, Joshua Bowman, Macanna
Briolat*, Alexandria Camp*, Austin
Chernow, Makayla Clink, Abigail
Deering, Trevor Dropiewski*,
Jennifer Gentner*, Jacqueline
Gilbert, Nathan Gilbert, Lindsey
Glaza, Madison Glaza, Andrew
Gosdzinski, Katlyn Groth, Grant
Hagen, Aliyah Kaczor, Courtney
Klee*, Nolan Lemke, James
McBride, Justin Messing, Nicole
Osantowski, Ashley Osentoski*,
Kasey Palmer, Arianna Partaka,
Michaela Partaka*, Shannon
Particka, Melanie Puvalowski, Elena
Rodriguez, Lucas Rothe*, Daniel
Rutkowski*, Blake Schumacher,
Rebecca Speciale, Ashley
Sweeney*, Brigette Vogel, Jesse
Vogel, James Weber, Roman Weltin,
Jeffrey Wright and Jonathan
Wright*.

Grade 11
Morgan Block, David Bowman,
Jonathan Brandel, Derek Brown,
Jessi Clink, Kaitlynn Foster, Adam
Grifka, Chelsea Holdwick, Michelle
Inbody, Aaron Klama, Lauren Kranz,
Noah Krueger, Rachel Lemanski,
Megan Leppek, Olivia Lipskey*,
Autumn Loss, Emma Melnik, Riley
Murray, Lindsey Nast, Jillian
Osentoski, Kirah Osentoski*, Tyler
Osentoski, Gavyn Pallas, Brianna
Pionk, Allison Romzek, Jared
Sabins, Richard Schmidt, Jesse
Schumacher, Darren Soule, Travis
Terbrack, Cade Walsh, Ariel
Waterbeck, Eric Wolschleger, and
Abby Wright*.

Grade 10
Olivia Bender, Levi Block, Danielle
Briolat*, Justin Briolat, Chantelle
Burk, Rachel Cook*, Dylan Crickon,
Evan Franzel*, Kendra Franzel,
Andrew Gilbert*, Lauren Gillig,
Emily Gosdzinski, Alex Grifka,
Jacob Halifax*, Emma Hembrough,
Macy Knoblock*, Ashton Lemke*,
Matthew Maikrzek, Peyton
McLellan, Brent Osentoski, Mary-
Christine Osentoski, Katelyn
Palmer, Kara Peruski, Emelia
Rodriguez*, Izabel Rodriguez,
Alexis Rutkowski, Nicholas Schultz,
Rafaella Schumacher*, Madelyn
Smalley*, David Sorenson, Katrina
Stevenson, Nicholas Swanson*,
Brett Sweeney, Ryan Sweeney,
Jacob Uhl, Savannah Walker*,
Janelle White*, Steffen Wolff, Lea
Wyss, and Yuxin Xue*.

Grade 9
Isaac Booms*, Joshua Brandel*,
Jaelynn Burton*, Eli Emming,
Amber Essenmacher, Brady Farver,
Danika Focken*, Rebekka Foster*,
Michelle Franzel, Bethany
Gornowicz*, Anna Greyerbiehl*,
Haili Gusa*, Dylan Hagen, Payten
Heleski, Cassie Holdwick, Kelsey
Knoblock*, Ethan Lemke*, Parker
Lipskey, Anna Messing, Nolan
Murray, Kylie Ogryski*, Arisa
Osentoski*, Natalie Pallas, Nathan
Particka, Rebecca Particka, Madelyn
Peplinski*, Alexis Pionk, Cheyenne
Porzondek*, Ashley Puvalowski,
Ryche Roggenbuck*, Brittney
Schmidt, Sabrina Schumacher*,
Jason Smalley, Sadie Souva*,
McKenzie Stomack*, Mikaela Van
Erp*, Amanda Weaver, Adam Weber

and Nicholas Wright*.

Grade 8
Olivia Brown, Austin Cregeur, Kali
Dutcher, Grant Geiger*, Andrea
Grifka, Amanda Halifax, Alyessa
Krzyzaniak, Rachel Leppek, Leevy
Matthews, Hannah Melnik, Ellie
Peruski, Lacey Pionk, Isle
Roggenbuck, Jaiden Schulte,
Christopher Schultz, Coltin
Smithers, Abigail Sorenson, Casey
Sweeney, Katelyn Sweeney,
Danielle Tschirhart, Danielle
Umbreit, Alexia Vogel, Sierra
Walker, Jazmyn Warchuck*, Isaac
Warczinsky, and Zachary Ziehm.

Grade 7
Andrew Becker*, Alivia Bischer*,
Kylee Brandt, Kendra Glaza,
Josephine Gusa*, Cole Hagen, Katie
Heilig, Carson Heleski, Amanda
Hill, Haley Klama*, Coryne
Klemmer, Haley Krueger*, Shelby
Kuntze*, Allison Lautner, Dajnae
Leipprandt, Erin McCarty*, Reese
McLellan*, Cole Messing, Shelby
Messing*, Madison Michalski,
Taylor Pedrotte, Sarah Peplinski*,
Levi Peruski, Dawson Schumacher,
Samantha Souva*, Gabriel
Sweeney*, Nolan Van Erp*, Olivia
Vesel, Elizabeth Weber*, and Hally
Ziehm.

*Denotes all A’s.

Laken Rich

Laken Sharee Rich of Ubly gradu-
ated with a Bachelors Degree in
Business Administration in
Management, and a Minor in
Psychology at the SVSU
Commencement Ceremony held
December 18th, 2015.  

During her time at SVSU she was
on both the dean’s list and the presi-
dent’s list.  

Laken is a 2012 graduate of Ubly
High School, and is the daughter of
Dale and Tracey Rich.

Rich graduates

from SVSU

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010
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feature

story ideas



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE THREECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2016

Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Super ads

Guest Author 
Kim Salerno

baby (complete with diaper) the ad coined a new term
for all things weird in less than 30 seconds. Plus the lit-
tle critter had a rattle and wasn’t afraid to shake it. I
used to be afraid of clowns. Now I have to worry about
a puppy-monkey-baby hiding under my bed.
The Super Bowl: more than 100 million people tuned

in this year – some to watch the game, some to watch
the commercials (and all to eat nachos). Now we wait.
For a whole 12 months to see which teams make it to
the big game and which commercials to our flat
screens.

Like many of us, I’ll be watching eagerly to find out.
Because as effective as the marmot and monkey-
puppy-baby were, next year I really hope they bring
back the horses and the puppies.
—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice;
follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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Everything about the Super Bowl is super. Super
teams. Super players. Super stadium. Super day.
Super parties. Super national anthem. Super halftime
show. Super fans. Super nacho cheese sauce in my
slow cooker. And of course, my personal favorite,
super commercials. 

When it comes to the Super Bowl, football is only
part of the day. Advertisements during the big game
have become so popular they create a conundrum for
viewers. When to replenish your beverage – during
the game or during the commercials? You really
don’t want to miss either so most of us do what I call
the penalty flag dash.

The hype surrounding a 15 or 30 second spot for
Doritos is almost as exciting as the game itself (not
to mention the birth of a baby). The anticipation
grows during the days preceding Super Sunday.
Which will have the better ad – Coke or Pepsi?
Who’s not going to be themselves until they eat a
Snickers bar? 

How will the Clydesdales and Labrador pups tug at
our heartstrings this year?

Unfortunately for me, they didn’t. The majestic
horses weren’t teamed with little puppies in the name
of selling beer. Instead the company opted for a
British actress who lectured viewers saying people
who didn’t listen to her message were a, “shortsight-
ed, utterly useless, oxygen-wasting human form of
pollution.” While her message was a fine one, I’m
not sure how calling millions of people useless will
lead to increased beer sales. But I’m no advertising
guru. Even so, I would have preferred a few puppies. 

In a year where the Panthers faced the Broncos, it
seemed fitting there were a number of ads that fea-
tured animals. I’m always in favor of a cutesy, clever
critter commercial. 
You’ve got to love the ingenuity and inspiration that

went into the wiener dog ad. It takes nothing short of
creative brilliance to come up with the idea of dress-
ing a wiener dog like a wiener. And then (wait for
it…) multiplying the effect with dozens of wiener
dogs and having them run toward people dressed as
giant bottles of ketchup, mustard and other assorted
condiments. That’s the exact sort of unique clever-
ness I tune in to see each year – even though this one
made me lose my appetite. 

I enjoyed the talking grizzly bears, especially the
one that claimed to be vegan. (Gotta love the sarcas-
tic humor of bears.) Another favorite was the sheep
singing a classic Queen song. A cappella. In perfect
harmony. Who even knew sheep could sing?

The marmot spot pushed a bunch of cuteness but-
tons. Plus it educated a few of us about marmots,
which I’ve always called ground hogs. Prior to last
Sunday, I’d never even heard of a marmot. Varmint,
yes. Marmot no. Not that I’m mistaking one for the
other. But if it looks like a rodent and walks like a
rodent…

I’ve saved the best for last. One word: puppy-mon-
key-baby. By creating a creature with the head of a
pug dog, the body and tail of a monkey and legs of a

A tragic reminder
to get vaccinated

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit
any and all copy for content and size restrictions.
Final editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle
management and staff.    Deadline for classified
advertising is Monday, noon and deadline for display
advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edi-
tion.

It’s time to think warm weather and summer time fun says Cass
City Chamber of Commerce Administrator Judy Keller, noting it
won’t be long before Cass City’s Freedom Festival will be here.
Accordingly, Keller is looking for individuals, groups, and busi-

nesses who want to help with all the planning. Many volunteers
make light work for everyone and a great festival, she says. 

If you are able to help, please get in touch with Judy at 989-872-
4618 or contact any chamber member. 

**********

There’s still time to purchase tickets for the Hills and Dales
Foundation 17th annual winter fundraising event planned for
Saturday at Northwood Meadows in Cass City.

Formerly know as the Millionaire’s Party, this year’s event is a
tailgate party, where guests can wear their favorite sports attire and
enjoy an array of gourmet hors d’oeuvres and delectable desserts.
In addition, raffles and silent auction items will be available plus
the chance to win the $1,000 grand prize.
Ticket price is just $45 per person. Questions? Call Danielle

Blaine at 989-912-6401 or email her at
dblaine@hillsanddales.com for more details. 

**********

Speaking of fundraisers, the Cass City Rotary Club is busy plan-
ning its annual St. Patrick’s Day dinner and auction.

Every year the local Rotary Club puts on the event and this year
it’s scheduled for March 19th. Rotarian Emily Phillips says the
night will include an authentic Irish dinner of corned beef with
cabbage and carrots, and for those non-Irish in attendance there
will be chicken, red-skin potatoes, corn, salads and several
desserts.

Before and during dinner is a silent auction, followed by a live
auction, music and dancing.
The St. Pat’s Day dinner and auction is the annual major fundrais-

er of the civic club and helps support their projects such as
Christmas for Kids, Rotary College Scholarships, inbound and
outbound exchange students, fighting Polio, Music in Rotary Park,
and sending kids to Rotary Camp to name a few.

If you would like to donate any items to this year’s cause, con-
tact Phillips at 989-385-3039.

**********

Congrats to Owen-Gage senior Dan Good. The Bulldog sports
star was recently named a Michigan High School Athletic
Association’s (MHSAA) Scholar-Athlete Award winner. 

To be eligible for the $1,000 scholarship, students must have a
cumulative grade point average of 3.5 (on a 4.0 scale) and previ-
ously have won a varsity letter in at least one sport in which the
MHSAA sponsors a post-season tournament.

Good and the 32 Scholar-Athlete Award recipients will by hon-
ored March 26 at the Breslin Student Events Center in East
Lansing.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) officials last week confirmed that the first
influenza-associated pediatric death of the 2015-2016
flu season has been reported in Michigan.

The death, involving a school-aged child from the
southwest region of the state, is an unfortunate
reminder of how serious influenza can be, and MDHHS
is reminding residents that it is not too late to get vac-
cinated for flu this season.

Although this flu season has been relatively mild in
Michigan so far, flu viruses are circulating in the com-
munity and can cause serious illness, hospitalization
and even death, according to Dr. Eden Wells, chief
medical executive of the MDHHS, which strongly rec-
ommends that everyone ages six months and older get
a seasonal flu vaccine.

Nearly three-quarters of the positive influenza speci-
mens confirmed by MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories
this flu season have been the 2009 H1N1 virus.

“This virus can cause severe flu infections in children
and in young- and middle-aged adults. The 2015-2016
flu vaccines are a very good match to the flu viruses
that are circulating nationally, Wells says.  “Flu vac-
cine is the best way to prevent getting the flu and can
also reduce the severity of flu illness.”

Although flu vaccine is recommended for everyone
ages six months and older, the vaccine is especially
important for persons at increased risk for complica-
tions from flu, including children, adults aged 65 years
and older, persons of any age with underlying medical
conditions, and pregnant women.

Children younger than six months of age are too
young to be vaccinated and need to be protected by
vaccination of their close contacts, including parents,
siblings, grandparents, child care workers and health-
care personnel.
“We need to do everything we can to prevent pediatric

deaths from influenza, and flu is a vaccine-preventable
disease,” Wells says.  “Vaccine is the best way to pro-
tect against getting the flu, and there is still time to get
vaccinated this flu season.”

Of course, there are other preventive measures every-
one should also take this time of year, including cover-
ing coughs and sneezes with a tissue, staying away
from those who are sick, avoiding touching your eyes,
nose and mouth, and wiping down surfaces in your
home with disinfectant.

Over the course of the 2014-2015 flu season, only 44
percent of Michigan residents were vaccinated against
flu, ranking the state in 40th place nationwide.
MDHHS urges residents to make sure they protect
themselves and their families against getting flu this
season.
There is still plenty of flu vaccine available. To find flu

vaccine near you, call your healthcare provider, local
health department, or check the Health Map Vaccine
Finder at http://flushot.healthmap.org. For more infor-
mation about the flu, visit www.michigan.gov/flu.

The flu can pose a serious health risk, especially for
children – the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention estimates that roughly 20,000 kids younger
than five years of age are hospitalized each year in the
United States from flu complications such as pneumo-
nia.

If you haven’t been vaccinated and there’s no medical
reason why you shouldn’t be, there’s no time to waste.
Protect yourself, protect your family, protect your com-
munity.  Get a flu shot today.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear recently on felony charges
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court on
various criminal charges:
*Kristina J. Farr, 41, Cass City, was

sentenced to 18 months to 10 years
in prison following her plea of no
contest to retail fraud, first degree,
involving merchandise valued at
$200 to $1,000 March 7 in Caro.
She was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, Farr was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $258.

*Brian L. Yoe, 38, Caro, was sen-
tenced to 365 days in the county jail,
with work release and worksite priv-
ileges, following his plea of guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Aug. 8 in Indianfields
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation and
ordered to complete 480 hours of
community service and pay costs
and fines totaling $1,690.

*Chelsee L. Howard, 29,
Sebewaing, pleaded guilty to a
charge of possession of a controlled
substance, second offense, May 6 in
Wisner Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $4,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Pamela S. Bates, 46, Brown City,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following her plea of guilty to a
charge of forgery of a license docu-
ment or plate Feb. 16, 2015, in the
village of Kingston/Koylton
Township.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $258 plus restitution of
$2,593.31.

*Brandon P. Hutchinson, 32, Caro,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail and
24 months probation following his
plea of guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by failing
to update local law enforcement
regarding his place of employment
Aug. 11 in Caro.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(one prior felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,758.

*Anthony J. Thompson, 20,
Millington, was sentenced to 180
days in jail and 24 months probation
following his pleas of guilty to larce-
ny from a motor vehicle and attempt-
ed lying to a peace officer July 12 in
Millington Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,158 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Derek A. Williams, 36, Clio,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his plea of guilty to aggra-
vated stalking July 13-14 in Arbela
Township.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,008 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Robert E. Packard, 26, Cass City,
was sentenced to five years to 20
years in prison following his pleas of
no contest to five counts each of
child sexually abusive activity and
possession of child sexually abusive
materials between Jan. 31 and April
22, 2014, in Cass City.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $870.

*Michael J. Seidell, 44, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, July 25 in
Vassar.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Magen R. Lier, 22, Cass City,
pleaded guilty to charges of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer, and being a disorderly person
– drunk, Dec. 16 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Justin J. Doan, 25, Reese, pleaded
no contest to the careless discharge
of a firearm, causing injury or death
June 6, 2014, in Gilford Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Eric D. Chippi, 32, Cass City,
pleaded guilty to charges of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer, and assault or assault and
battery Aug. 18 in Elkland
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Nathan M. Jacque, 31, Millington,

pleaded no contest to one count of
child abuse, third degree, between
Aug. 19 and Aug. 23 in Millington.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
took another bite out of suspected
drug trafficking last week following
an arrest and search that turned up
hundreds of prescription pain pills,
marijuana and drug paraphernalia.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson reported the arrest came
Tuesday night in the wake of a
lengthy investigation.

“Deputies from our office arranged
for an undercover marijuana pur-
chase that took place at a business on
the north end of Bad Axe. The sus-
pect in the controlled buy, 24-year-
old Matthew J. Chabot of Harbor
Beach, was arrested shortly there-
after (on) felony delivery charges.

His vehicle was also seized, as well
as a small amount of cash,” Hanson
said.

The arrest led officers to Chabot’s
apartment in the Harbor House
Apartments in Harbor Beach, where
they executed a search warrant.

“That same complex has also been
the scene of other unrelated search
warrant executions by our office and
the Harbor Beach Police over the last
twelve months, which have consist-
ed of heroin, morphine, OxyContin
and marijuana,” Hanson noted.
“Seized from Mr. Chabot’s apart-
ment were hundreds of prescription
pain relieving pills, marijuana, mari-
juana oil, packaging materials and a
scale.”

Chabot was arraigned last
Wednesday in Huron County District

Court.  He remains in the Huron
County Jail, where he was lodged on
a $10,000 cash bond.

Both the Harbor Beach City Police
and the Bad Axe City Police
Department assisted deputies in the
investigation.

Hanson reminds residents they can
reported tips involving illegal drug
activity by calling the sheriff’s
department during regular business
hours at (989) 269-6500 or Huron
Central Dispatch’s non-emergency
number anytime at (989) 269-6421.
Confidential callers can use the
department’s TIPS Line of (989)
269-2861.  “We’re also available on
Facebook through our Huron County
Sheriff’s Office Drug Task Force
page,” he said.

Police seize variety of drugs with warrant



In spite of certain obvious signs that I’m not a young buck anymore,
I’m proud to say I never lose important things like my car keys.  Well,
almost never.

I’m not really boasting.  Truth is, I rarely lose them because I’m a
bit obsessive compulsive, which in this case is a good thing, because
I just about lose my mind when I can’t find my keys.

My secret is pretty simple; I always (okay, most of the time) put my
keys in the same place with something else I can’t afford to misplace,
like one of my notebooks, my camera or my wallet.  And usually I
stick to two or three locations – a shelf, my desk at home, on top of
the fridge.

My wife, Deb, has a different approach; she lays her keys wherever
and then, later, asks me if I’ve seen them.

“Nope.  Maybe if you put them in the same place every time, the
way I do?” is my typical response, followed by a quick ducking
motion that prevents the shoe, piece of fruit or whatever else is with-
in her reach from making contact with my skull.

I get the same response every time an unfinished task (hers) comes
up in discussion.  She acknowledges that she’s “meant to get that
done for some time now but just hasn’t gotten around to it.”

That’s the problem, I’ll tell her.  “Desire to get something accom-
plished, alone, isn’t worth much.  That’s why you need to marry each
thought to an action….”

I rarely get the entire sentence out before the second flying banana
of the day narrowly misses my forehead.

I’ve repeated this sage advice about three trillion times.  But in all
fairness, I’ve done so only because she’s failed to embrace my wis-
dom and finish a task about three trillion and one times.

But I digress.
About a third of the way into last week’s snowstorm, I decided to

head out to the garage and fire up the tractor to start plowing, consid-
ering there was already an eight-inch layer of snow on the driveway.
I checked in my coat pocket for my keys, and when I came up empty-
handed, I headed for the fridge.

Nothing.
I found an extra key to the garage, so I went out and started the task

of retracing my steps, since I had parked my car inside the night
before.  I looked inside the car, then scoured the garage.  Again, noth-
ing, so I headed back to the house and started all over while sending
Deb a desperation text asking if there’s any chance she had them.

“No, I don’t have them,” she wrote back.
Okay, so now I’m starting to get a little irked, because my tried-and-

true step retracing method has failed miserably, and that almost never
happens.
Then I notice I have a missed call from Deb.  Seems she did, in fact,

have my keys, which she accidentally picked up in the dark on her
way out the door that morning.

I breathed a sigh of relief.  But then I began to wonder if she really
“accidentally” took my keys.  I mean, that doesn’t happen.  Maybe
she was trying to teach me a lesson, I thought — take me down a peg
or two for being so much more mentally sound than she is.
Hmmmmm.
That’s okay.  We’ll see who gets the last laugh when I marry my next

thought (using her hair trimming shears) to an action (cutting my toe-
nails).
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I almost never
lose my keys...
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Army National Guard Pvt. Cody L.
David recently graduated from basic
combat training at Fort Jackson,
Columbia, S.C. During the 9 weeks
of training, the soldier studied the
Army mission, history, tradition and
core values, physical fitness, and
received instruction and practice in
basic combat skills, military
weapons, chemical warfare and bay-
onet training, drill and ceremony,
marching, rifle marksmanship,
armed and unarmed combat, map
reading, field tactics, military cour-
tesy, military justice system, basic
first aid, foot marches, and field
training exercises. David is a 2008
graduate of Ubly High School. He is
the son of Chris David of Ubly.

Highlighting Friday’s Snowball
basketball contest in Owendale was
the announcement of the Bulldogs’
royal couple. The school’s 2011
Snowball King and Queen are Dylan
Powell and Holly Errer.
This week’s Schneeberger’s Athlete

of the Week award winner is Cass
City junior Carley Hendrick. The
Lady Red Hawk forward had a big
night in her team’s 47-37 victory last
week over visiting Bad Axe, posting
14 points to complement 8 rebounds.
Hendrick connected on 5-of-12 shots
from the field and added a 4-of-6
showing from the foul line in what
Coach Lloyd Schinnerer called a fine
game. Hendrick was also credited
with 2 assists in the Greater Thumb
West win. She is the daughter of
Kelli and Chuck Hendrick.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)

Carrie M. Hillaker of Cass City has
been named to the dean’s list at
Grand Valley State University. To be
named to the dean’s list, a student
must earn a minimum 3.5 grade
point average on a scale of 4.0. A
2005 graduate of Cass City High
School, Hillaker is the daughter of
Jim and Susie Hillaker. 

As the wife of a farmer, Cathy
Healy knows all too well the vital
role agriculture plays in the economy
of the Thumb and throughout
Michigan. The Cass City woman
also knows that fewer and fewer
youngsters are growing up on farms
these days, and that many have not
had the opportunity to see a combine
up close or know how sugar beets
are harvested and then transformed
into sugar. A desire to introduce the
area’s youngest residents to agricul-
ture has been the motivating factor
behind Healy’s volunteer work with
Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB). Her
efforts have not gone unnoticed.
MFB officials recently named 2
Tuscola County women – Healy and
Delores Damm of Millington – as
the Volunteers of the Month for
December 2005 and January 2006. 

Justin Glaza should expect a hand
in his face at all times Tuesday when
the Hawks face the Lakers at home
and certainly will be a marked man
when the Hawks play USA in the
Snowcoming game Friday that ends
the home game schedule for Cass
City this season. Glaza, the Hawks’
leading scorer, exploded for 28
points last Friday as Cass City rolled
past winless in the league Bad Axe,
63-38.

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Arlan Hartwick was honored
Saturday as a veteran contributor to
the village, while Wayne Dillon was
described as an unsung hero. Both
were named Cass City’s Citizens of
the Year. Presenting the awards was
last year’s recipient, Ken Jensen.
Deborah Blue, Cass City, a senior at

Michigan Technological University,
is one of 67 MTU students who will
be included in the 1991 edition of
“Who’s Who Among Students in
American Universities and
Colleges.” The Michigan Tech final-
ists were nominated by one or more
campus committees and approved by
the editors of the Who’s Who direc-
tory. Nominees were evaluated on
the basis of their academic achieve-
ment, service to the community,
leadership in extracurricular activi-
ties and potential for continued suc-
cess. Blue, a 1987 graduate of Cass
City High School, is majoring in bio-
logical sciences at MTU. She is vice
president of Omicron Delta Kappa
National Leadership Honor Society,
treasurer of Phi Sigma biology honor
society and past treasurer of Phi
Kappa Theta Little Sisters. A recipi-
ent of an MTU Board of Control
Scholarship, Blue is also a member
of the MTU Symphonic Band and
the Spanish Club. She is the daughter
of Kenneth and Dorothy Blue of
Cass City.

Officials at Eastern Michigan
University’s Office of Financial Aid
have selected 35 more students,

including one from the Kingston
area, to receive the university’s 1991
Recognition of Excellence Award.
The local student is Tina Pohlod.
Winners of the $1,000 scholarships
must have earned a minimum 3.3
grade point average in high school or
at a community college and demon-
strated outstanding leadership abili-
ty. Preference is given to high school
students who score at least 21 on the
American College Test or 950 on the
Scholastic Aptitude Test. To date,
EMU has awarded 202 of the schol-
arships to new students for the 1991-
92 school year.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

Patricia Toner of Cass City and
Dean Toner of Caro announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Kathleen Ann, to Thomas Jay
Dorland, son of Mr. and Mrs., Otis
Dorland of Decker. ‘Kathy is cur-
rently student teaching at Caro High
School and will graduate in May
from Central Michigan University.
Dorland is employed by the Cass
City Public Schools. Both are 1977
graduates of Cass City High School.
An Aug. 8 wedding is being planned.

Cass City High School debaters
Crystal Gallaway and Mechelle
Particka finished fifth in the state
Class C debate tournament Feb. 6-7
at the Southfield Sheraton Hotel. The
pair made it to the quarter finals
before being defeated. Kevin Hobart
and Malcolm House finished 10th in
the competition. 

Three Cass Cityans completed
requirements for their bachelor’s
degrees at the end of the fall quarter
at Ferris State College, Big Rapids.
Richard J. Kloc received an associate
degree in radio and television service
and a B.S. degree in broadcasting
electronics technology and is
presently seeking employment. He is
the son of Stanley and Nursie Kloc.
Karen S. Krug received a B.S.
degree in pharmacy and is working
as a pharmacist at a Revco Drug
Store in Saginaw. She is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Krug. Stephen
Schneeberger son of Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence (Bud) Schneeberger
received a B.S. degree in manage-
ment. He is presently seeking
employment. He and his wife, Pat,
and daughter Sherry are living in
Cadillac. All three are 1976 gradu-
ates of Cass City High School. They
are eligible to participate in the May
commencement ceremonies at
Ferris.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Sherry Brown, 12, Decker, has
probably received lots of Valentines
before, but never as valuable as this
one. She won 125 bicentennial dollar
coins in a drawing sponsored by
Tuscola County REACT. Big
Brothers of Tuscola County also par-
ticipated in the drawing, held in
Deford. Sherry is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Dean Brown.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey McCreedy of
Unionville announce the engage-
ment of their daughter, Gayl, to
Keith McCreedy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert McCreedy of
Owendale. The bride-elect is a 1974
graduate of Cass City High School.
The prospective bridegroom is a
1972 graduate of Owen-Gage High
School. Wedding plans are indefinite

Leslie Severance, Decker, has been
elected president of the Deford Local
of the Michigan Milk Producers
Association. Severance was chosen
during the MMPA local annual meet-
ing held Saturday at the Lamotte
Township Fire Hall.
Cass City FFA Big Acre team mem-

bers who participated in Thursday’s
annual banquet held in Frankenmuth
included Deb Broecker, Tim Dorland
and Bill Wills, Jeff Moore, Ron
Ziehm and Ray Koch

50 YEARS AGO (1966)

LeeAnn Carroll, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Richard Carroll, enter-
tained 20 of her girlfriends Saturday
afternoon in honor of her seventh
birthday. Bingo and musical chairs
were played and ice cream and cake
were served. LeeAnn received many
nice gifts. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Hobart spent
from Wednesday until Friday in
Utica with their daughter, Mr. and
Mrs. William Bogard. Student
Visitation—- Foreign exchange stu-
dents from the University of
Michigan mil visit the Owendale
Gagetown area Feb. 25-26-27. These
students are sponsored by the
Christian Rural Hospitality Council
and will be represented by all
churches at a meeting Feb. 22. 
Any family who would like to serve

as hosts for one or more students are
to contact Mrs. George Hendershot

for further information.
Mrs. Rinerd Knoblet, who was 75

Valentine’s Day, was guest of honor
at a surprise party Monday evening
given by her daughter. Mrs. Clarence
Schember. Present for the celebra-
tion, besides Mrs. Schember and son
David, were Mr. and Mrs. Rinerd
Knoblet, Mr. and Mrs. Frederick
Knoblet and sons, Jerry and Tim,
Mrs. Lyle Schember and Renee,
Lynn and Brian, Rev. and Mrs. E. M.
Gibson, Rev. and Mrs. Fred Johnson,
Mr. and Mrs. William Kitchen, Mr.
and Mrs. Ernest Hyatt, Mrs. Walter
Anthes, Mrs. Glen Tuckey, Miss
Gladys Tuckey, Mrs. Milton Soldan
and Mr. and Mrs. John Lockwood
and sons, Mark and John, of Caro.
Games were played and refresh-
ments served. Mrs. Knoblet received
many gifts and cards.

Twenty-five Cass City students
were among over 2,000 musicians
from area high schools to compete in
the District III Solo and Ensemble
Festival Saturday at Bridgeport. The
students competed in 15 events,
earning four first division ratings,
seven second division ratings and
four third division ratings. District
III includes schools in Huron,
Sanilac, St. Clair, Tuscola, Lapeer,
Saginaw and Genesee counties.
Performers are rated on ability on a
scale which is rated I (best), II, III,
IV and V. The students receiving the
top rating are eligible to compete in
the State Solo and Ensemble Festival
slated in Midland March 19. The
four students with the coveted rating
from Cass City were: Linda Parrott,
Sharada Kurd, Mary Lou Spencer
and Tim Knight

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley C. Downing
celebrated their 25th wedding
anniversary Friday evening,
February 14, by sponsoring a danc-
ing party at the Oriole Gardens.
Guests numbered 140. Two motion
pictures were presented before the
dancing started. The music was fur-
nished by a five-piece orchestra and
lunch was served at 1:30 a.m. An
enjoyable evening was spent, Mr.
and Mrs. Downing were presented
with a set of silverware, other silver
and a purse of 25 silver dollars.

At the village caucus held at the
Council Room Monday evening,
Eugene B. Schwaderer was nominat-
ed to succeed himself in the office of
village president. C. M. Wallace was
nominated clerk; Andrew N.
Bigelow, treasurer; Harry L. Hunt,
assessor; Grant Patterson, Stanley
Asher and Robert Keppen, trustees
for two years; and Mrs. Alice
Nettleton and Mrs. G. A. Tindale,
members of the library board for
three-year terms.

J. I. Niergarth, superintendent of
schools at Cass City, with seven
other educators of the Upper Thumb,
will leave tomorrow morning for
Atlantic City, N. J., to attend the con-
vention of the American Association
of School Administrators. They will
leave in a special train for Michigan
educators over the Pennsylvania
lines from Detroit Saturday at 8:00 a.
m., and expect to return March 1.

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Rocheleau,
who have been residents of this
vicinity all their lives, observed their
25th wedding anniversary on
Monday evening by entertaining 75
guests at a dancing party held at the
Oriole Gardens. Mr. and Mrs.
Rocheleau, who were married on
February 17, 1916, lived in town
until two years ago when they
moved to the Thomas Farson farm
where they now reside. Mr. and Mrs.
Rocheleau are the parents of eleven
children, nine of whom are living:
LeRoy, Victor, Mrs. Duane Wood
(Marie), Lorinda, Richard, Dolores,
Jerry, Patrick and Corrine. 

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

Afternoon tea will be served at the
home of Mrs. Edward Pinney Friday,
February 25, from two to five
o’clock, for the benefit of the
Michigan Children’s Home at St.
Joseph, Mich. An especial appeal
was received by the ladies, the insti-
tution being crowded and very much
in need of funds. The home is sup-
ported wholly by gifts received. This
is a very worthy cause and all the
ladies of the town and community
are cordially invited to attend this
afternoon party to which an admis-
sion of 10 cents will be charged.
Donations of clothing will also be
thankfully received. 

The Reserves of Gagetown, also
Grammar grade played Kingston
Reserves and Grammar grade at
Kingston last Friday night. Both
teams of boys were beaten while the
girls resulted in a tie. The next game
is next Friday night when Caro plays
Gagetown at this place. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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A man once told me, it’s not how
you start, but how you finish.
Certainly, that is true in any given
contest as well as in the life of a
nation.  
America began well with the found-

ing of our government upon strong
Christian principles.  Our
Constitution and Bill of Rights were
assembled by 55 men of whom the
majority were members of Christian
denominations, e.g., 29 Anglicans,
18 Calvinists, 2 Methodists, 2
Lutherans, 2 Roman Catholics, 1
lapsed Quaker and sometimes
Anglican, with just 1 open deist.
These Christians gave us a
Constitution declaring:  “We the peo-
ple of the United States,  in order to
form a more perfect union, establish
justice, insure domestic tranquility,
provide for the common defense,
promote the general welfare, and
secure the Blessings of Liberty, to
ourselves and our posterity, do
ordain and establish this Constitution
for the United States of America.”
This is our foundation and our her-

itage.  America started well.
However, it’s not how you start, but
how you finish.  

The Bible is replete with people
who began well but finished poorly
along with those who began poorly
but finished well.  I think of the
kings of Israel, particularly David
and Solomon.  David was anointed
as a youth to become king in place of
Saul, and he began well.  He slew the
giant, won Israel’s battles, and put
down rebellions.  Though he stum-
bled in the middle of the race, he
repented of his moral failure and
remained a steadfast servant of the
Lord.  Thus God is recorded in the
New Testament, saying: “I have
found David the son of Jesse, a man
after my own heart, who will do all
my will,” Acts 13:22.  

David’s desire was that Solomon,
his son, carry on a tradition of faith.
Indeed, when Solomon took up the
reins of government, the Lord met
him face to face and told the king to
ask for whatever he wished (1st
Kings 3:5).  Because his request for

wisdom so pleased God, the Lord not
only gave him great wisdom, but
extreme wealth and power.  Solomon
started very well.  But, alas, great
prosperity often leads to great com-
placency.  1st Kings 11:1, 3 says:
“Now King Solomon loved many
foreign women... He had seven hun-
dred wives, princesses, and three
hundred concubines, and his wives
turned his heart away.”  Verses 7 and
8 tell us: “...Solomon built a high
place for Chemosh... and for
Molech... he did this for his foreign
wives who burned incense and sacri-
ficed to their gods.”  

Who were these foreign gods,
Chemosh and Molech?  They were
vengeful idols who demanded the
children of their worshipers.  The
babies conceived in their licentious
ceremonies were happily burned in
the fire before these pagan deities.
Solomon, the wisest, wealthiest man
who ever lived, a man who twice met
God face to face, followed the world,
the flesh, and the devil, and offered
his own children in sacrifice to

Satan.  Solomon started well, but fin-
ished poorly.

“Now the Lord was angry with
Solomon because his heart was
turned away from the Lord... ‘I will
surely tear the kingdom from you
and give it to your servant,’” (verses
9, 11).  Because the king’s heart was
turned away, and because he offered
his children up in the fire, God
brought the sword of judgment from
without and within.  Solomon started
well, but by his sin lost the kingdom
handed down by his father. 

We have just finished the month of
January, a month dedicated to the
sanctity of human life.  America
started well, but has turned to foreign
gods — gods to whom she has now
sacrificed some 55 million of her
children in the fires of abortion.
After 43 years of murdering the
innocent, we see the Lord, who, as in
Israel, blessed us beyond measure,
now bring the sword of judgment
both from without and within.  Only
a great spiritual awakening will save
this nation from the hand of the

Pastor’s Corner

It’s not how you start, but how you finish
marauder.  America started very
well, but it’s not how you start, it’s ...     

Blessings.
Rev. Todd R. Gould
Evangelical Free Church 
of Cass City         

Visit Pastor Gould’s blog at goodas-
gould.org.                    

Rev. Todd R. Gould
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nate to work here and be here when the kids were growing up.”
Hillaker previously worked in the YFC office in Marlette, but ended her

five-year tenure when she and her husband, Jack, started raising their fami-
ly.  The couple’s now-grown daughters live in other parts of the state today.
Jandi Baker and her husband, Ryan, reside in Livonia, while daughter Jodi
Roark, her husband, Lance, and their two daughters live in Rockford.

In time, Hillaker’s job title with the village was changed from secretary to
executive assistant.  “But it (job) pretty much hasn’t changed in 34 years,”
she said.

“When I started, I hand wrote every water bill, so that’s probably been the
biggest change.  It would probably take a day and a half to write them out,”
recalled Hillaker.  Back then, she noted, the DPW crew manually read
meters, and the bills were sent out on a revolving basis (the village was bro-
ken up into three sections), with 300 to 400 bills being drafted each month.

In recent years, the DPW crew began reading the meters via remote equip-
ment, and the billing information came to Hillaker on a flash drive, enabling
her to process 1,000 bills every month.
Hillaker also spent a good share of her days in the office answering phones

and directing traffic – assisting citizens by putting them in contact with var-
ious village department heads, taking in bill payments, answering questions
and, of course, fielding complaints.  “Anything that came up usually started
at my desk,” she noted.

“It was fun sitting there and having people come in all the time,” Hillaker
said.  “It (handling complaints) really wasn’t bad.
“I think a lot of times people just want to be heard.  You don’t have to argue.

Sometimes you just listen and try to explain,” she added.  “And you get back
with them if you tell them you’re going to check and call them back, even if
it’s something they don’t want to hear, and I tried to do that.”

Hillaker didn’t hesitate with a response when asked what she has enjoyed
most about greeting local citizens while on the job: “The interaction with
residents.

“The same people generally brought their water bills in (to the office), and
the same people would generally mail their water bills, so you got to know
some of them,” she added.

While Hillaker will miss the daily interaction with residents, she’s also
looking forward to spending more time with family, and enjoying a love of
gardening she shares with Jack, who retired two years ago from the materi-
al control department at Walbro.

And she’ll be able to look back on a long career she describes as satisfy-
ing.

Looking back, Hillaker said, “I never dreaded going to work.  Thirty-four
years seems like a long time, but it went by fast.  But it was good, it was
good.”

Continued from page one.

Hillaker ends long village career

will also work to build and nurture a network of professional resources to
draw on in order to help students explore their career interests and hone lead-
ership and other skills.

Fundraising will be another role of the alumni and friends organization.
“But this is a lot more than that,” Battel pointed out.  “There are a couple
grant opportunities coming up, and we’re working with Mr. Weyer on that,”
she said.

In addition, Healy said, the formation of an FFA alumni and friends chap-
ter opens up scholarship opportunities for local students.

Many of the parents and alumni in attendance at last week’s organization
meeting are already contributing to the effort by bringing a wealth of profes-
sional contacts and experience with various agriculture-related practices and
organizations, but the group would like to see even more of the community
become involved. 

Membership, Battel pointed out, is not limited to area residents who are
past FFA members, or to those who work in an agriculture-related field.

“Alumni aren’t the only ones welcome to join.  The group is also open to
anyone who wants to support FFA and agriscience education in the commu-
nity, including parents, farmers, business leaders, community members and
agribusiness leaders,” she explained.  
In fact, organizers are hoping to draw representatives of a myriad of careers

and professions.
“For me, it’s really about connecting students with people in the commu-

nity who can mentor them,” Daskam said.
“Our community is obviously very agri-based, so we have a lot of resources

to draw from.  We can be that connection,” she added.  “I think there’s (a
level of) support our kids have here that they can’t get anywhere else, and
they’re part of the community.”

Encouraging local youth to look at careers in agriculture is a solid invest-
ment, according to one of the speakers on hand Thursday — Dr. David
Krueger, administrative director for the Michigan FFA Alumni, who cited a
Michigan Agribusiness Association projection showing about 50 percent of
mid-level managers in Michigan agriculture are expected to retire in the next
five to 10 years.

“There is a concern about where the future agricultural workforce will
come from,” said Krueger, who also serves as dean of agriculture technolo-
gy for Baker College, and as special projects consultant for the Michigan
Association of Agriscience Educators.

Krueger cited U.S. Department of Agriculture estimates suggesting that, in
the next five years, U.S. college graduates will find good employment
opportunities if they have expertise in food, agriculture, renewable natural
resources, or the environment.  In fact, between 2015 and 2010, the agencies
expect to see nearly 58,000 average annual openings for graduates with
bachelor’s or higher degrees in those areas.

Those projections indicated nearly half of the job opportunities will be
management and business, with another 27 percent in science, technology,
engineering and mathematics (STEM).  Jobs in sustainable food and bioma-
terials production will make up 15 percent, while 12 percent of the openings
will be in education, communication and government services.

The variety of jobs in agriculture stretches far beyond “cows, sows and
plows”, said Battel, who indicated encouraging local students to consider
any field that interests them is a key goal for the alumni and friends group.
“I want my kids to see what some of the career possibilities are,” she added.

Healy agreed.  “My children may not know yet exactly what career path
they want to take, but hopefully, by being exposed to people in our commu-
nity who come from a wide range of agriculture areas and experiences, they
will realize there are so many different opportunities available to them,” she
said.

“Even if they end up in a career that is not related to agriculture,” Healy
added, “the leadership skills, confidence, responsibility and service to others
that they learn from being a part of FFA is invaluable.”

Editor’s note:  More information about the Cass City FFA Alumni and
Friends, including how to join the organization, is available by contacting
Russ Weyer, Cass City Junior-Senior High School agriscience teacher and
local FFA advisor, at (989) 872-2148 (ext. 3305).

Continued from page one.

FFA alumni, friends organize

Continued from page one.

Drug team executes warrants

from the Minden Township home in Sanilac County, along with a 20-year-
old male from the Ruth area in Huron County,” he said.  “Seized in the
search were 50 marijuana plants, two pounds of processed marijuana, almost
two dozen pre-packaged bags of processed marijuana, marijuana wax, pre-
scription pills and over $1,800 in cash.”

Investigators will be seeking charges pending further investigation,
Johnson said.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Local business honors
community and school
heritage with new name

Continued from page one.

Weather story runover...

THUMB AREA Psychological Services owners

(from left) Kathy Mroz, Deb Thomas and Nicole

Kohaif, who purchased the former Campbell

Elementary School building in Cass City, have

decided to honor the heritage of the community

and school by calling the building the Campbell

Building.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The new owners of the former Campbell Elementary School building have
announced plans to retain the name of the building honoring former Cass
City school administrator and past Cass City Citizen of the Year Willis
Campbell.
“The partners at Thumb Area Psychological Services are very excited to be

the new owners of the former Campbell Elementary building,” commented
Deb Thomas, who along with Nicole Kohaif and Kathy Mroz formed the
partnership that owns Thumb Psychological Services.
“(We) want to honor the heritage of the community and the school, and are

going to name the building the Campbell Building,” Mroz said.  “We come
from a background of education, and we want to keep that type of a learn-
ing and growing environment.”

The trio have been operating their business in the building for the past two
years, renting out space for counseling, tutoring and ABA (Applied Behavior
Analysis) therapy for children with autism.  They offer counseling services
for all ages.

The partnership, which became the new owners of the building in January,
has reported tremendous growth since opening its doors, adding multiple
employees and expanding with counselors specializing in substance abuse
therapy, along with servicing clients in their new Caro location.  In
December, Kohaif told Cass City Board of Education members that Thumb
Area Psychological Services has 250 clients in the community as well as
nearly two dozen salaried employees.

Other renters currently using the Campbell Building include High
Performance Motorsports and the Thumb Tumblers gymnastic group.

When the new owners purchase the former school, they offered the use of
a community room for free to any non-profit group.  They have also made it
available to the local school district for testing and as a “shelter-in place”
during any natural disaster or emergency situation.

“We are also excited about another option for the public — rental of the
cafeteria as special occasion room, for basketball games, birthday parties
etc.” noted Kohaif.  In the future, she added, the partnership hopes to attract
additional renters who share their passion for high quality customer service
and support for the whole community.

More information about Thumb Area Psychological Services is available
by calling (989) 872-1800.

The Thumb was the hardest hit, with generally eight to 12 inches of snow-
fall accumulating in Huron County and across a band over northwest
Tuscola and western Sanilac counties.
NWS statistics revealed snowfall amounts in Tuscola County ranging from

8.5 inches in Caro to 14 inches in Deford (a foot of snow fell in Cass City).
In Huron County, snowfall ranged from eight inches in Bad Axe to 12 inch-
es in Port Hope, and in Sanilac County, the amounts ranged from nine inch-
es in Marlette to 12 inches in the New Greenleaf and Peck areas.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Storm turns state, Thumb
into a winter wonderland
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989.872.2121

         

www.hdghmi.org

don’t always happen 
during normal business hours. 

If you need us, 
we’re here for you anytime.

   
   

   
   

AccidentsAccidents

Hills & Dales 
After Hours Clinic

989.912.6114
REGULAR HOURS:

Hills & Dales 
Emergency Room

989.872.2121
OPEN 24/7
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