
By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Folks who know Tyler Perry know the Cass City native has an unyield-
ing passion for the Jewish people, a passion that led him to Las Vegas,
Nev., permanently last April to serve with a ministry dedicated to con-
necting the Christian
and Jewish communities
there.
He’s also known for his

dedication to the small
town where he was
raised and learned the
values that made him
the man he is today.

It’s no surprise, then,
that Perry combines
both worlds when he has
the opportunity, which
prompted him to send
the Chronicle a photo of
an acquaintance in his
adopted home out west,
reading a copy of the
Cass City newspaper.

“Attached is a picture
of Marton Ackerman, an
86-year-old Hungarian
Holocaust survivor who
has become a very good
friend,” Perry wrote in a
recent email to
Chronicle Editor Tom
Montgomery.  “As I
was preparing to go
back to Michigan for
Christmas, Marton
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Learning how to
tackle aisle rage

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

Area couples then, now

in our bridal section
Pages 6 and 7

Thumb National

promotes trio
Page 4

STUDENTS IN Bill Hartzell’s class-

room at Cass City High School

spent about 45 minutes with Cass

City native and former Astronaut

Brewster Shaw Thursday morning

via Skype.  The session was part of a

new history-based movies class that

requires students to research and

differentiate fact from fiction in

various films focusing on events

such as space flight and the Cold

War.

JASON MYERS, A Farm Bill biologist who covers

four counties working out of the Tuscola

Conservation District, holds up a pheasant he shot.

His dog, Duke, watches intently. (Photo courtesy of

the Michigan DNR)

MARTON ACKERMAN, an

86-year-old Hungarian

Holocaust survivor, holds a

copy of the Chronicle.

Ackerman: Nice to see average
people helping each other out

Sky’s the limit
Cass City native, Astronaut Shaw
tells local students there’s no limit
to what they can do with their lives

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It isn’t every day you have the opportunity to meet an astronaut, much less
engage him or her in a conversation about their experiences.

Count students in Bill Hartzell’s class at Cass City High School among the
lucky ones.

About two dozen students took part in a 45-minute Skype call with Cass
City native and former Astronaut Brewster Shaw as part of a new elective
class Hartzell is teaching on history-based movies.

The latest unit in the curriculum focused on the film “Apollo 13”, which
told the story of the seventh manned mission in the American Apollo space
program and third intended to land on the moon.  The craft, launched April
11, 1970, was launched successfully, but the lunar landing was aborted after
an oxygen tank exploded two
days later.  Despite crippling
hardship caused by limited
power, loss of cabin heat,
shortage of water and the criti-
cal need to jury-rig the carbon
dioxide removal system, the
crew returned safely to earth
April 17.

Aside from watching the
movie, Hartzell’s students con-
ducted their own research on the inci-
dent and watched a documentary featuring some of those involved in the
actual Apollo 13 flight.

While the students formulated a list of their own questions for Shaw —
ranging from his background and training to his experiences in space as an
astronaut — it was Shaw who posed the first question, asking the teens what
they learned from the movie.

Shaw was quick to follow up the question with an answer: “You never fly
what you haven’t tested,” he told the class.

“You understand the whole system before you commit it to flight.  If you
don’t, you have problems,” added Shaw, who went on to discuss the process
involved in coming up with the solutions to the Apollo astronauts’ dilemma.

Shaw acknowledged that even the best laid plans can go wrong.  He
recalled two of four computers failing during one of his three shuttle mis-
sions, and he told the students he has been on two flights in which fires ignit-

Please turn to page 8.

DNR: ringneck revitalization in
Thumb, state making headway

A few years ago, when the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) announced it was
putting together a coalition to reha-
bilitate pheasant hunting in
Michigan, it assembled an impres-
sive array of partners to address
many of the problems that led to the
declining fortunes of “ringnecks”.

Now, halfway through the 10-year
project, those involved in the
Michigan Pheasant Restoration
Initiative say the program has made
significant headway.

“We are seeing enhanced partner-
ships, excellent teamwork, habitat
improvements and increased enthu-
siasm for pheasants and pheasant
hunting,” said Al Stewart, the DNR’s
upland game bird specialist.

The coalition began the pheasant
initiative by establishing three pilot

focus areas, concentrating efforts in
areas that offer some of the best
remaining pheasant habitat in the
state.

These priority Pheasant Recovery
Areas each have three counties and
are situated in the Thumb area
(Huron, Tuscola and Sanilac coun-
ties), central Michigan (Gratiot,
Saginaw and Clinton counties) and
southeastern Michigan (Hillsdale,
Lenawee and Monroe counties).

Since the “golden days” of
Michigan pheasant hunting in the
1950s, changes in agricultural prac-
tices and land use have contributed
to pheasant habitat loss, declining
food sources and lower production
of chicks.

Over the first five years of the
Michigan Pheasant Restoration
Initiative, the DNR has enhanced or

restored roughly 7,400 acres of
grasslands on state game, wildlife
and recreation areas and established
3,160 acres of food plots.

Another 556 acres of enhanced
grasslands and 203 acres of food
plots have been cultivated around the
Sharonville State Game Area, just to
the north of the Hillsdale-Lenawee-
Monroe focus area.

In addition, the DNR has acquired
742 acres to add to existing game
areas within the Pheasant Recovery
Areas. There have also been 765
acres of grasslands and 2,000 acres
of food plots established at the
Allegan State Game Area, which is
located outside the existing focus
areas.

“Things are really starting to hap-
pen,” Stewart said.

However, those significant
improvements on state-managed
land represent only one small part of
the equation, as most of the state’s
prime pheasant range – located in
southern Michigan – is privately
owned.

To address this, the initiative has
helped establish cooperatives and
hired a co-op coordinator in the
focus areas so private landowners
can meet with other like-minded
individuals to help improve habitat
for pheasants across the landscape.
The DNR has funded five conserva-

tion district Farm Bill biologists,
with more to come, to assist private
landowners in habitat improvement
projects. The money for the biolo-
gists was raised from the DNR’s
recent license restructuring.

Jason Myers, a Farm Bill biologist
who covers four counties working
out of the Tuscola Conservation
District, says 80 percent of his
efforts are directed toward pheasant
restoration projects.

He said much of his work involves
finding cost-share programs for
landowners and providing technical
assistance for managing
Conservation Reserve Program and
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program lands.

Under these two federal Farm Bill
programs, farmland is removed from
production in exchange for annual
rental payments with the lands
improved for conservation or envi-
ronmental quality enhancements.

“I do a lot of habitat plans for
guys,” Myers said. “We’re kind of
like therapists in a way – kind of
hold their hands through the process

Please turn to page 16.

Please turn to page 4.

Sheriffs urging caution
when heading out on ice

Recent cold has ice fisherman in the Thumb venturing out to their favorite
jigging spots, prompting Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson to issue an
annual word of caution.

“Ice on our waterways and rivers has formed late this year due to warmer
weather. Our office and the Michigan Sheriff’s Association want to remind
residents that there is really no ice that is 100 percent safe when venturing
out for recreational activities,” Hanson said.

“Being equipped and knowing the risks can help prevent a tragedy from
occurring,” he added, noting anyone planning to head out on the ice should
consider the following:
*Ice should be a minimum five inches thick for general use (fisherman, ice

skaters, and foot traffic), and eight inches thick for travel by snowmobile or
ORV (off-road vehicle).

Please turn to page 16.
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Virgil Lowe

Virgil Albert Lowe, 103, of Snover,
died Tuesday, January 12, 2016 in A
Place of Grace, Sandusky.  

He was born October 12, 1912 in
Snover to Samuel Elias and Anna
Janet (Henry) Lowe.  

He married Verna Irene Sweet
September 25, 1935 in Marysville.
She died March 26, 2004.  

Shortly after getting married, Virgil
traded his Harley-Davidson for a
cow and started his farming career.
At one time, he and Verna saved up
enough loose change to buy a grain
binder.  Virgil enjoyed deer hunting,
fishing and working with wood.  He
played the saxophone and trombone.
Virgil and Verna loved attending the
music jams while they spent winters
in Mission, Texas. He was a member
of the Freemasons and also the
Eastern Star.                  

Virgil is survived by daughters:
Joyce Brown of Ubly, Carolyn
(Harold) Donaghy of Sandusky; 11
grandchildren; 19 great-grandchil-
dren; and 4 great great-grandchil-
dren.  

He is preceded in death by his
daughter and son-in-law, Yvonne
(George) Sangster; granddaughter,
Suzanne Brown; great-granddaugh-
ter, Emily Woltman; great-grandson,

Andrew Burkett and son-in-law,
Keith Brown.

A funeral service was held
Saturday, January 16, in Kranz
Funeral Home, Cass City with Pastor
Jayme Palaszeski of Argyle United
Methodist Church officiating.  

Interment is in Elkland Township
Cemetery, Cass City.  Memorials
may be made to Argyle United
Methodist Church. Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home, Cass City.

Frederick Zawilinski

Mass of Christian Burial for
Frederick J. Zawilinski, age 51, was
held January 19 at St. Mary Catholic
Church in Painesville, Ohio.
A Painesville resident and formerly

of Michigan, Frederick was born
November 5, 1964 in Cass City. 
He passed away January 13, 2016 at

University Hospital in Cleveland.
Frederick graduated from Central

Michigan University with a B.S.
Degree and earned his MBA Degree
from Kent State University in 1988.

Fred was the Executive Director of
the Portage Metropolitan Housing
Authority. 

A member of St. Mary Church,
Ohio Housing Authority
Commission, Distinguished Alumni

of Catholic Volunteers of Florida,
and enjoyed all types of sports
including the Detroit Lions. He was
an avid “Marvel Comic” buff. 

Frederick dedicated his life to serv-
ing the needy and homeless. 

He is survived by, wife, Anna
O’Keefe (Spencer) Zawilinski,
whom he married Feb. 8, 1992.

He is survived by daughters Megan
Zawilinski of Lakewood, and Kateri
and Sarah Zawilinski of Painesville
and mother, Agnes (Van Erp)
Zawilinski of Cass City.

He was preceded in death by his
Father, Walter Zawilinski.
Contributions in Frederick’s memo-

ry may be made to the memorial
fund for his children’s college, in
care of Chase Bank 30 Park Place
Painesville, OH 44077.

Funeral arrangements were made
by Spear-Mulqueeny Funeral Home
of Painesville, Ohio.
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The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Facebook faux pas

Guest Author 
Kim Salerno

choose.
Trouble (for me) is that not every posting is factual.

There are numerous “news” websites that post satire.
Satire is not the truth. It uses exaggeration, irony and sar-
casm to create humor. There wouldn’t be a problem with
this, if people understood that not everything on the
Internet is true (it’s not?) nor is it meant to be. But, many
good and trusting FB souls don’t know that – or choose
to look past that – and post and repost and like and com-
ment on satire as though it were the truth. And I cringe a
little bit again and wonder why I’m even scrolling –
again. 

And then I am embarrassed – again. But this time for
myself and the things I choose to do and the time I waste
scrolling and wondering if the plural of faux pas should-
n’t be faux pases. But it isn’t. Trust me. I looked it up on
the Internet.

—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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Facebook is an online community and in being such
has developed certain (often unwritten) rules that its
users follow. While some rules are easy to understand
and abide by, certain Facey situations leave me unsure
of what Face-behavior protocol is called for in response
to my scrolling.

Posting photos is a FB mainstay. But what do you do
when a person posts a photo that is clearly sideways or,
worse yet, upside-down? The inverted problem is mul-
tiplied 1080 if the post is a video. The person posting
must be aware their image is not aligned with the rest of
the world – unless they are standing on their head,
which I suppose is a possibility.

If a sideways-posted photo looks particularly interest-
ing, I pull it to my desktop and rotate it myself so it is
in its full upright (normal) position. But, even if I like
the photo, I don’t hit the like button because that would
be like promoting bad behavior.

Here’s the thing: rotating a photo on Facebook is not
only feasible, it’s as easy as pressing, well, the rotate
button. It’s as simple as that. Sigh.  

Next in popularity to photo postings are birthday
greetings. Each day Facebook tells us who among our
friends is experiencing a 24-hour b-day celebration. As
a FB friend or acquaintance it is our duty to come up
with a unique and heartfelt birthday wish for each of
our 537 friends. Some days this means coming up with
more than one unique and heartfelt message because no
two birthday greetings should ever be the same. 

When I’m having a noncreative unbirthday-wishing
sort of day, I beat myself up for the blasé and boring
greeting of, “Happy birthday, insert name here.” Surely
the person notes my lack of sincerity and enthusiasm.
On those days, I am a birthday greeting failure and do a
headstand and look at myself upside-down in the mirror
with shame. 

Another birthday conundrum occurs when it is your
big day. You receive dozens or perhaps hundreds of
birthday hellos, wishes, hallelujahs and other assorted
salutations. What to do? Do you thank each greeter per-
sonally by responding to their message with a message
of your own? If you choose this route, you are saddled
to your Facey account for a hefty portion of the day, and
that doesn’t feel like a happy birthday in my world.
Instead do you simply like each of the greetings indi-
vidually, or do you take it one step further and wait until
the day after your day and send one generic thank you
message to the entire group of greeters? I don’t know
the correct answer. I’m just posing the question because
it’s weighed heavy on my mind for some time. Sharing
the agony lessens it, somehow.

Finally (you knew it was coming) let’s talk politics.
Everyone else is. It’s okay to have opinions and it’s
even okay to post about them because I can scroll
through rather quickly, or block repeat offenders if I

Retailers saying no
to underage sales

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit
any and all copy for content and size restrictions.
Final editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle
management and staff.    Deadline for classified
advertising is Monday, noon and deadline for display
advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edi-
tion.

Retirement hasn’t slowed down Cass City native and former
Astronaut Brewster Shaw, featured in a front page story in this
week’s issue of the Chronicle.  In fact, in a note shared by Cass
City High School teacher Bill Hartzell, who arranged a Skype ses-
sion for his students with Shaw last week, Shaw indicated he’s
keeping busy these days.

“Now I travel with my wife, Kathy, try to be a good grandfather
to our five grandchildren, work on music, fly my aerobatic bi-
plane, ride my Harley, and volunteer a bit,” Shaw wrote.  “I am
enjoying life!”

It’s a well-deserved retirement for one of Cass City’s most influ-
ential natives, and all we can say is, thank you for your service,
Brewster.

**********

...

The BIG GAME is coming back to Caro.  Again this spring the
Tuscola County 4-H Horse Leaders will take on the Detroit Lions
in the annual benefit basketball game at the Caro High School.

The highlight of the BIG GAME is always the half-time auto-
graph session where the Lions sign autographs and souveniers for
children and fans of all ages.  The BIG GAME is great fun for the
whole family.

This year the BIG GAME is Thursday, April 28 at 7:00 p.m.
Tickets to the BIG GAME are on sale now.  Tickets in advance are
$18.00 and $23.00 at the door.  The special family ticket for grand-
ma, grandpa, mom, dad and all the kids is still only $45.00.  
For tickets and BIG GAME information call the BIG GAME hot-

line at (800) 205-7174 and (989) 673-3360.

**********

Also retuning is the Hills and Dales Foundation 17th annual win-
ter fundraising event planned for Saturday, February 20 at
Northwood Meadows in Cass city.

Formerly know as the Millionaire’s Party, this year’s event is a
tailgate party, where guests can wear their favorite sports attire and
enjoy an array of gourmet hors d’oeuvres and delectable desserts.
In addition, raffles and silent auction items will be available plus
the chance to win the $1,000 grand prize.
Ticket price is just $45 per person. Questions? Call Danielle

Blaine at 989-912-6401 of email her at
dblaine@hillsanddales.com for more details.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The vast majority of vendors throughout the Thumb and
across Michigan are doing a good job – certainly their
share – when it comes to keeping tobacco out of the hands
of minors.

Protecting youth from the dangers of this drug is a posi-
tive trend spanning 15 years now, according to state offi-
cials, who recently released the latest numbers in the form
of a statewide survey showing 84.5 percent of retailers did
not sell tobacco products to kids under age 18 in 2015.

The figures come from the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS), Office of Recovery
Oriented Systems of Care (OROSC).

“This is the fifteenth consecutive year in which Michigan
vendors have been in compliance with the federal mini-
mum rate of 80 percent, and represents a 2.5 percent
improvement over last year,” said MDHHS Director Nick
Lyon. “Our goal is to reduce these sales over the next two
years to return to the 10.6 percent safety zone that
Michigan achieved in 2012.”

Per the Alcohol, Drug Abuse, and Mental Health
Administration Reorganization Act, which includes an
amendment aimed at decreasing youth access to tobacco,
all states and territories must conduct the survey using a
scientific random sample study protocol. Additionally, all
states must demonstrate that its tobacco vendor compli-
ance meets or exceeds the federal minimum compliance
rate of 80 percent.
States that fall below the 80 percent minimum compliance

rate are subject to a penalty of 40 percent from their fed-
eral Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block
Grant funding. For Michigan, the penalty could add up to
$22.2 million.

During the summer of 2015, OROSC conducted random
unannounced inspections statewide to measure the rate of
illegal sales of tobacco to Michigan youth. The survey
involved visiting outlets that sell tobacco products, either
over-the-counter or through vending machines.

To help maintain the positive momentum in 2016, state
officials plan to continue educational efforts to reach 100
percent of all establishments known to sell tobacco.

Online PowerPoint information and a certificated test
option are also available for vendors free of charge, which
should help retailers reinforce protocols with their staff,
avoid fines and safeguard the public. Retailers can take
advantage of this offer by going to www.improvingmiprac-
tices.org.

There is much at stake in the effort to reduce underage
smoking.
Smoking causes more than five million deaths annually —

costing an estimated $193 billion in lost productivity and
health care expenses — and is expected to contribute to
more than eight million deaths a year by 2030, according
to the Centers for Disease Control (CDC).  It’s no secret
smoking causes cancer, heart disease, stroke and lung dis-
ease, so it should be no surprise that, on average, smokers
die 10 years earlier than non-smokers. 

Unfortunately, each day, nearly 4,000 persons younger
than 18 years of age smoke their first cigarette, and about
1,000 youths under the age of 18 become new daily ciga-
rette smokers.
OROSC officials say they will continue to raise statewide

awareness of this important issue with the help of their
partners in the business.
The bottom line?  Deterring tobacco sales to youth is crit-

ical to reducing addictions, respiratory illnesses, some
cancers, and ultimately deaths caused by smoking.
Retailers in the Thumb and beyond are taking that mes-
sage seriously, and we should all appreciate and thank
them for their efforts.

Dear Editor, 

We would like to acknowledge and extend our appre-
ciation to Mr. Chad Daniels and the whole student body
of Cass City High School for their part in contributing
to our local Rotary club’s “Polio Plus” project,
“Rotary’s campaign to rid the world of polio”.  

In October, we asked Mr. Daniels, prinicipal of Cass
City High School, if the school would somehow like to
partner with us in raising funds for “Polio Plus”.  He
told us “he knew just what they could do”.   Going far
beyond what we ever imagined, he promoted Polio Plus
during homecoming week and they had a competition
as to what class could bring in the most coins and dol-
lars for Polio Plus!  The kids really got into it – some
bringing duffle bags full of change.  The results were
announced at the Pep rally at the end of the week.  The
12th grade class won, with the 10th grade class close
behind!  The total brought in was $2,899.25!  

This goes to show what living in a smaller communi-
ty is all about and one more reason we should be proud
of our school, its students and employees.  

2015 marked 30 years since Rotary launched Polio
Plus.  Beginning on Rotary’s anniversary, February 23,
2015, Rotary members worldwide held events to cele-
brate three decades of polio eradication progress.
Since 1985 Rotary and its partners have helped reduce

the number of cases from 350,000 annually to fewer
than 400 in 2014, and they remain committed until the
disease is eradicated. Rotary has contributed more than
$1.3 billion and countless volunteer hours to protect
more than 2 billion children worldwide. In addition,
Rotary’s advocacy efforts have played a role in deci-
sions by donor governments to contribute over $10 bil-
lion to the effort.

Sincerely yours,
Carolyn Sorenson
Rotary Club of Cass City 

Daniels encourages
students to donate
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear recently on felony charges
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Robert D. Hammond II, 49, Caro,
was ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $526 following his
pleas of no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of a controlled
substance and larceny in a building
May 12 in Caro.

*Joseph A. Babcock, 20, Mayville,
was sentenced to 180 days in the
county jail following his plea of
guilty to violating the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to notify
local law enforcement that he
intended to temporarily stay at a res-
idence other than his own for more
than seven days July 22 in Mayville.

He was also placed on 12 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,008 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Joshua J. Weber, 35, Millington,
was sentenced to 13 months to two
years in prison following his pleas
of no contest to two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer and one count of
domestic violence, second offense,
July 2 in Millington.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $2,126 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Daniel H. Marshall, 29, Clio, was
sentenced to 270 days in jail and 24
months probation following his plea
of guilty to interfering with electron-
ic communications Sept. 1 in
Mayville.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,258 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Amy L. McKenney, 45, Vassar,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 24 months probation following
her plea of no contest to domestic
violence, third offense, Sept. 17 in
Vassar.  She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

In addition to jail time, she was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,008 plus attorneys fees of

$500.
*Shawn L. Osmon, 52, Flint,

pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while impaired, third
offense, July 22 in Millington
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $25,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Matthew D. Favazza, 38, Deford,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
child abuse, third degree; one count
of attempted child abuse, third
degree; and assault by strangulation
between 2011 and June 2, 2015, in
Kingston Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$25,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kimberly A. Wilkinson, 33,
Elkton, pleaded no contest to two
counts of home invasion, second
degree, and one count of conducting
criminal enterprises Sept. 15-18 in
Wisner and Akron townships.  She
was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$15,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*William J. Garcia, 31, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
domestic violence, third offense,
Nov. 9 in Caro, and to assault by
strangulation Nov. 8 in Caro.  He
was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at a
combined $7,000.  Sentencing is to
be scheduled.

*Jeremiah J. Wright, 30, Cass City,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, and possession
of marijuana Nov. 15 in Ellington
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at

$15,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Phillp E. Most Jr., 50, Vassar, was
convicted on charges of operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense; assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer; and domestic violence Nov.
3 in Vassar Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Dennis J. Bricker, 32, Elkton,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
home invasion, second degree, and
one count of conducting criminal
enterprises Sept. 15-18 in Wisner
and Akron townships.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$15,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Cody I. Engler, 37, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
malicious destruction of property
totaling $1,000 top $20,000 March 7
in Dayton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Clayton H. Wilber Jr., 52,
Millington, was sentenced to 330
days in jail and 36 months probation
following his pleas of no contest to
charges of possession of a firearm by
a felon, possession of ammunition by
a felon, possession of a controlled
substance and operating a motor
vehicle while impaired Aug. 30 in
Indianfields Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,344.

*Brenda Emmons, 56, Mayville,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following her plea of no contest to
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer July 6 in Fremont
Township.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $458.

Thumb National promotes trio
Thumb National Bank and Trust

Co. officials recently announced the
promotions of Ben Schott to chief
operating officer, Michelle Hill to
chief financial officer and Jim
Hempton to chief lending officer.

“It is with great pleasure that I
announce the promotions of three
well deserving individuals that serve
Thumb National Bank, our cus-
tomers and our communities,” said
Thumb National Bank and Trust Co.
President and CEO Jay Dubey. “Ben,
Michelle and Jim are outstanding
leaders in our communities and are
experts in their fields. They will help
guide our bank as we prepare for
continued growth in our markets.”

Schott began his banking career
with Thumb
N a t i o n a l
Bank in
A u g u s t
1991. He
started as a
co-op stu-
dent in the
Cass City

Branch Office, working primarily as
a teller throughout high school and
college. After graduation, Schott
continued in Cass City working in
credit administration as well as
assisting clients with financial plan-
ning.

He was promoted to vice president
and trust officer and relocated to
Pigeon to lead the trust department.
He was promoted to senior vice pres-

ident and chief financial officer in
2007 and promoted to executive vice
president in 2010.

Schott, a Certified Financial
Planner, earned his Bachelor of
Science in Business Administration
Degree with a major in Finance at
Central Michigan University.  He
also attended the Robert Perry
School of Banking and the Midwest
Trust School.
Schott is member and past president

of the Cass City Gavel Club, and
current treasurer of the Cass City
Boys Little League.  He and his wife
Tonya reside in Cass City with their
three children.

Hill began her banking career with
Thumb National Bank in 1993,
working in
the com-
p a n y ’ s
Cass City
office.  As
a co-op
s t u d e n t ,
s h e
w o r k e d
primarily
as a teller throughout high school
and college.  After graduation, Hill
worked as a credit analyst and com-
mercial lender.  In 2004, she was
promoted to vice president and relo-
cated to the bank’s main office in
Pigeon to serve as a commercial
lender. She was promoted to senior
vice president and chief lending offi-
cer in 2010.

Hill received both her Master of

Ben Schott
Michelle Hill

Business Administration (MBA)
Degree and Bachelor of Business
Administration Degree from the
University of Michigan.

She is very active in the communi-
ty as a member and past president of
the Pigeon Rotary Club, member of
the Cass City/Thumb Area American
Association for University Women.
Hill also serves on the board of
directors for Bluewater Thumb
Youth for Christ and is an active
member of the Salem United
Methodist Church.  She resides in
Pigeon with her husband, Marc, and
their two
children.

Hempton
began his
career at
T h u m b
N a t i o n a l
Bank in
2001 in
Cass City
before serving in the Bay City mar-
ket as a mortgage and commercial
lender. He was promoted to senior
vice president in April 2015. 

Hempton earned his Bachelor of
Science Degree from Michigan State
University, and is a graduate of the
Perry School of Banking.

He is an active member of the Cass
City Gavel Club and the Cass City
Little League, and is a past chairman
of the Cass City Chapter of Ducks
Unlimited. Hempton and his wife,
Christin, reside in the Cass City area
with their two children.

Jim Hempton

*It is highly recommended that
automobiles should never be driven
out on the ice, which voids insurance
coverage.

“It is important to survey the ice,
keeping in mind that ice conditions
change day by day and location by
location on the same body of water,”
Hanson said.

“Some signs of changing ice condi-
tions can be, but are not limited to:
moving water near a stream or river,
an unseen spring or inlet, slushy
areas, depressions in the snow, heavy
snow, white ‘milky’ or black colored
ice as well as ‘frazzle ice’, which has
been weakened by the freeze-thaw
cycles.  Frazzle ice is pocketed with
tiny air pockets and often looks like
frozen slush,” he added.

Additional tips to remember
include:

*Do not go out alone on the ice.
Always take a partner or someone
who can call 911 or obtain help in an
emergency.

*Always leave a travel plan with

Continued from page one.

Sheriffs urge caution when venturing on ice
someone who can call for help and
direct a search party if you do not
return.

*Plan ahead by dressing appropri-
ately for changing weather condi-
tions. Dress in layers to protect all
exposed parts of your body. Consider
wearing a personal flotation device
(PFD) as part of your overall protec-
tive clothing or a flotation jacket or
suit. Ice creepers attached to boots
will help to keep you stable on the
ice and can assist in self-rescue.

*Bring safety items which may
include: cell phone, whistle, rope, ice
pick or awls, screwdriver, hand
flares, flashlight and a throw-able
PFD.

*Check and double check the ice
thickness with an ice spud, auger or
cordless drill. If you discover a weak
spot, retrace your route off the ice.
Keep a distance between others in
your group.

*If you hear the ice crack or detect
unsafe ice you should stay spread out
and possibly lay down (which will
distribute your weight) and crawl

back to safer ice by the same way
you came.

*If someone falls through the ice,
do not run to the hole. First call 911
and get help on the way. After con-
tacting emergency responders, use a
pole, branch, rope or any other
handy object, which can be extended
to the victim from a safe position.
You cannot help if you, too, become
a victim.

*If you fall through the ice, do not
panic because this will only hinder
your self-rescue actions. Call out for
help and kick your feet while getting
your hands and arms up onto safer
ice. This is when the ice awl or
screwdriver will help you with your
self-rescue. Continue to “swim” up
onto the ice far enough to crawl or
“rollout” to safer ice.

“Huron County offers many out-
door recreation opportunities on its
waterways. However before you step
out onto the ice, we strongly urge
you to plan ahead and consider the
risks involved. When in doubt, don’t
go out,” Hanson said.



Among my many faults is a lack of patience with other drivers.
I’m sure I’m not the only person who tends to carry on conversa-

tions with myself while driving, especially when a fellow motorist
cuts me off, travels 15 miles per hour in a 45 mph zone, or doesn’t
seem to grasp the intricacies of utilizing that special lane in the cen-
ter of the roadway.

“Hellllooooo!  They call it a turn lane for a good reason, pal.”
“C’mon, lady, drive it or park it already!”  “Drive much?!”

It always amazes me how many folks who can afford to spend a
gazillion dollars on the latest and fanciest gas-guzzling SUV never
seem to take the time to learn where their turn signal lever is located,
you know?  And don’t get me started on the handful of truckers out
there who evidently are convinced I’m going to drive 10 miles over
the limit if they just continue to nudge closer and closer to my bumper
(here’s a hint: Not going to happen, Bubba). 

Anyway, letting others’ driving tendencies bother me is still a bad
habit, and I’m glad to report I’m much more patient on the road these
days.

Now, if I could just do something about aisle rage.
I’ll be the first to admit I tend to push a cart a bit quickly, maneu-

vering in and out of those aisles with a purpose, basically the same
way I walk.  Subsequently, I’ve had a few near misses with other cus-
tomers, but I always make an effort to smile and say “excuse me,
sorry”.  Some people are easy going about it, others glare as if I just
snatched the last box of Lucky Charms out of their basket and was
trying to make a run for it.

Of course, some of these shoppers are the same folks who seem to
have nothing to do all day except fill their grocery lists.  Which, I sup-
pose, is why they block an entire aisle for 20 minutes trying to decide
between French cut green beans and regular green beans.

Or they’ve run into George and Ella, their next door neighbors, and
suddenly there’s a yak fest going on in aisle four.

Seriously?
These days I just back up and travel down the next aisle, because

I’ve found that subtle hints — standing there and humming, whistling
or just looking around — aren’t always effective.

Like I said, I’m trying to do better when it comes to driving rage,
whether I’m on the road or in the grocery store.

Just don’t even get me started on those little scooters with the irri-
tating automatic alarms that “beep” as they back up over your foot.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Learning how to
tackle aisle rage
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)
Steve and Sandi Wright of Cass

City welcomed the first baby of the
New Year in the Chronicle’s cover-
age area. Sandi gave birth to Toby
Christopher Wright Friday, Jan. 7, at
Covenant Hospital in Saginaw. He
weighed 6 pounds and 14 ounces and
measured 20 inches long. Toby was
welcomed home by siblings Mia, 7,
Eli, 4 1/2, and Aby, 2 1/2. As the cou-
ple first reporting a new birth to the
Chronicle in 2011, the Wrights will
be showered with gifts from Cass
City area merchants. 

Dylan Powell has been named
Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
December. Powell has been a mem-
ber of the golf team all 4 years of
high school. He also participated in
basketball his freshman and sopho-
more years. Academically, he has
been on the honor roll and a member
of the 3.0 Honors Club each year. As
a freshman, Powell served as class
treasurer and was a class representa-
tive for homecoming. During his
sophomore year, he was a member of
the E.P.I.C.S. program. He has been
a staff member of the school’s news-
paper/yearbook staff the past 2 years
and has been the school’s web page
editor the past 2 years. He is the son
of Michael and Amy Powell of
Owendale. He plans to attend Grand
Valley State University in the fall to
pursue a career in journalism.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)
Ben and Tonya Schott are the proud

parents of the Cass City area’s first
baby of the new year. Landyn Frank
Schott was born Monday, Jan. 9, at
11:15 a.m. at Huron Medical Center
in Bad Axe. He was 19 ½ inches long
and weighed 6 pounds and 9 ounces.
Grandparents are Ken and Shari
Schott of Essexville and Dale and
Sue Klaus of Deckerville. As the first
baby, Landyn will be showered with
gifts donated by local businesses.

Carrie M. Hillaker of Cass City has
been named to the dean’s list at
Grand Valley State University. To be
named to the dean’s list, a student
must earn a minimum 3.5 grade
point average on a scale of 4.0. A
2005 graduate of Cass City High
School, Hillaker is the daughter of
Jim and Susie Hillaker.

The Cass City High School
Forensics Team finished second in
their division at Henry Ford High
School in Sterling Heights Saturday,
losing to Class A Portage Central in
the finals of the tournament. The Red
Hawks defeated Ubly by 69 points,
Bad Axe by 74 points, Birch Run by
41 points and Frankenmuth by 32
points. The individual placements
were: Sarah Langmaid, second in
Sales; Kyle Swanson, first in Sales;
and Brittany Loomis, sixth in
Oratory 9/10. Kurt Hanby and
Andrew Martin also advanced to the
semifinals. 

25 YEARS AGO (1991)
A Deford couple welcomed the

area’s first arrival of the year, a strap-
ping 10-pound, one ounce baby boy
born early last week in Saginaw.
Austin Louis Babich, son of Tim and
Deb Babich of Deford, was born at
about 3 p.m. Jan. 7 at Saginaw
General Hospital. His father is
employed at Cole Carbide Industries
Inc., Cass City, and his mother is a
manicurist. Aside from his parents,
the newborn was welcomed by 2 sib-
lings, Raechel, 4, and Brett, 2.  

Pvt. Anthony Favazza has complet-
ed a light wheel vehicle mechanic
course at Fort Jackson, Columbia,
S.C., and is now serving as a
mechanic with American forces tak-
ing part in Operation Desert Shield.
Favazza, 19, is the son of Sandra
Favazza of Deford and Joseph
Favazza of Alger. He is a 1990 grad-
uate of Kingston High School. 

A total of 476 students, including
one from Cass City, completed
requirements for certificates, associ-
ate’s, bachelor’s and doctoral
degrees at Ferris State University,
Big Rapids, during the fall quarter.
Among the graduates is Gary L.
Suzor II, 22, Cass City, who earned
an associate of applied science
degree in audiovisual production.
Suzor is continuing his studies at
Ferris with plans to earn a bachelor’s
degree. A 1987 Cass City High
School graduate, he is the son of
Gary and Geri Suzor of Cass City.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  
Gov. William G. Milliken has reap-

pointed Gerald Elenbaum of
Owendale, to the Michigan Bean
Commission. The commission chair
since August 1979, he was first
appointed in 1978 and serves as a
grower representative from District 6
(Huron county). He farms 1,900
acres of beans, sugar beets, feed
grains, and has a herd of 135 dairy
cows. Elenbaum is a member of the

Michigan Milk Producers
Association, Michigan Livestock
Exchange, American Farm Bureau
Sugar Committee, Sebewaing Sugar
Beet Growers board of directors and
Pigeon Cooperative board of direc-
tors and is chairman of the
Production Research Advisory
Board.

Mike Sullivan, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Sullivan of Gagetown, has been
selected as Student of the Month for
December at Owendale-Gagetown
High School. Sullivan, a senior, par-
ticipates in the football and baseball
program and band. He was chosen to
represent Owen-Gage in the
Tricounty Honors Band. He is also
serving as editor of the Bulldog Star
newspaper. Students and faculty
selected Sullivan to attend Wolverine
Boy’s State in East Lansing during
his junior year. He plans to attend
college to become a physical thera-
pist.

Amasa Anthes, Jr., of Gagetown
was appointed to the Farmers and
Merchants State Bank board of
directors at its January meeting. The
Anthes family are well known
throughout the Thumb and eastern
Michigan as building movers and
farmers. Anthes is also president of
Gagetown Oil and Gas Company.

There will be an open house in
honor of Danny Sandmann, Sanilac
County 4-H Youth Agent. It will be
held at the Sanilac County Service
Building Conference room from 2-4
p.m., with a short program at 3 p.m.
Sandmann has been a 4-H agent the
past four years. He will be leaving
the county to accept the position of
4-H Agent in Saginaw County.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)
If you’re going to operate a restau-

rant, you’ve got to like people. And
you’ve got to be ambitious. Anne
Mitchell qualifies on all counts. The
energetic owner of Crossroads
Restaurant, located nine miles north-
east of Cass City, has operated the
cozy eating establishment since
1961. In all that time, she’s never
lost her interest in people or in serv-
ing food they like. And she has no
plans to change things now.   The
vivacious Miss Mitchell settled into
a booth, sipping a steaming cup of
coffee. “I’ll be 76 this year. Older
people need to be active,” Miss
Mitchell says. “I’ve been pressured
to retire, but I’m not ready. I’m too
young to retire.”
The Happy Dozen Euchre Club met

Saturday evening at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Tony Cieslinski. High
prizes were won by Mr. and Mrs.
Bryce Hagen. Low prizes were won
by Mrs. Gerald Wills and Harold
Ballagh. A potluck lunch was served.

The 4-H adult leaders and 4-H
members have selected their new
representatives for the Tuscola
County 4-H Council. The adult rep-
resentatives were elected for a three-
year term and the teen members for a
one-year term, reports Bernie Jardot,
4-H Youth Agent. The new adult rep-
resentatives elected were Mrs. Ruth
Rubisch, Vassar; Monte Montei,
Unionville; Jack Gallagher, Cass
City, and Mrs. Ford Boyne, Marlette.
The new teen members are Mary
Ortner, Unionville, Tina Valentine,
Fostoria, Judy Fletcher, Millington
and Karen Wagg, Cass City.

Carl Lounsbury, a 1963 graduate of
Cass City High School, has begun
training as an aviation maintenance
technician at Spartan School of
Aeronautics in Tulsa, Okla.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)
A Deford man was named to two

county National Farmers
Organization (NFO), posts at the
farm union’s monthly session at the
Sacred Heart School, Caro. Harold
Deering of Deford was elected to a
trustee post and to serve as alternate
on the meat bargaining committee.
Other officers include: Keith
Downing, Akron, re-elected chair-
man; Raymond Brinkman, Caro,
vice-chairman; Mrs. Alice Mott,
Caro, secretary; Harold Reinhold,
Caro, treasurer; and Marvin Wilson,
Fairgrove, 8th district director.

The job has changed, but the kids
are the same, Jerome Root Sr., 66,
said this week as he discussed his 25
years as custodian at Cass City
Schools while attending a retirement
party in his honor at the Willis
Campbell elementary school.

The annual meeting of the Fraser
Presbyterian Church was held last
week and two elders and two trustees
named under the rotation system
used by Presbyterians. Named elders
were Harold Ballagh and George
Fisher. The new trustees are Clayton
Root and Calvin MacRae. About 25
persons attended the meeting and the
financial statement revealed that the
church had met its financial quota
for the year. In other business of the
church, Fisher was re-elected
Sunday School Superintendent.

Army Pvt. Wilbert J. Goodall, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Walter P. Goodall of
Cass City, is participating with other
members of the 2nd Battalion, 18th
Artillery, in a month-long field train-
ing exercise at Grafenwohr,
Germany, ending Feb. 9. During the
exercise, Goodall is undergoing
extensive training in all types of tac-
tical maneuvers and support opera-
tions. The 21-year-old soldier, a can-
noneer with Battery A of the battal-
ion, entered the Army in June 1965,
received basic training at Fort Knox,
Ky., and was last stationed at Fort
Sill, Okla. He is a 1962 graduate of
Cass City High School. 

75 YEARS AGO (1941)
Cass City High School has won

fifth place in the national Students
All - American Holstein - Friesian
Judging Contest sponsored by the
extension service of The Holstein
Friesian Association of America,
Brattleboro, Vermont. The team
scored 104 points of a possible 160.
No team in the entire competition
scored more than 124 points. The
members of the Cass City High
School team are: Bruce Stine, Stuart
Merchant, Lewis Profit and Clare
Rawson. They competed with hun-
dreds of other schools all over the
country. An appropriate award has
been given to this team by The
Holstein-Friesian Association of
America.

W. Carl Steele, free hand artist,
demonstrated his ability at the
Tuesday luncheon of the Rotary
Club and placed two beautiful cre-
ations on canvas which he named
“Providence” and the “Haven of
Rest.” G. W. Landon and Mrs.
Stanley McArthur added to the
enjoyment of the program with
appropriate vocal solos, with Chas.
Keen as piano accompanist. Otto
Prieskorn was program chairman.
Mr. Steele, as artist, is assisting Rev.
Frank B. Smith at the Baptist Church
in a series of special services which
are attracting large audiences. The
last service of the series will be held
Sunday.

Honoring Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Russell, who were married
December 24, Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Dodge, parents of Mrs. Russell,
entertained over 100 relatives and
friends on Friday evening at the
Sunshine Church. The evening was
spent in visiting and a social time.
Ice cream and cake were served. The
honored guests received many gifts.
Mr. and Mrs. Russell are now settled
on the farm, one-mile north and one
and three-quarters miles west of
Cass City.

Among Cass City bowlers, Mrs.
Betty Foy is the only local bowler to
receive recognition in the Red
Crown $50,000 bowling carnival.
She will receive a bowling trophy in
recognition of her ability.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)
Ernest Doming, who has been

attending the Ferris Institute at Big
Rapids, has accepted a position as
assistant cashier in the State Savings
Bank at Riverdale.

The Robert Wallace farm, one mile
east and two miles north of Cass City
consisting of 120 acres, has been
sold, although the papers have not
yet been signed. Horatio Gotts of
Kinde is the purchaser and $10,000
cash is the price.

Township Clerk Hunt has had little
work to do in issuing “rat orders” the
last few months, an indication that
either the rodents are less numerous
or that the winter season is not well
adapted to the sport. The first few
months that the law was in force sev-
eral youngsters were favored by
orders for “rat money.” The rodents
bring five cents a head, but they must
be delivered to the official in quanti-
ties of five or more before he may
issue an order.

J. A. Caldwell has sold his imple-
ment store on Main St. east and his
stock of farm implements to John A.
Cole, an Elkland township farmer.
The deal was made Tuesday and Mr.
Caldwell receives Mr. Cole’s 120-
acre farm three miles northwest of
Cass City in the transaction. Mr.
Cole will take charge of the business
about March 1. Mr. Caldwell com-
menced his career as implement
dealer in Cass City in 1903 as a
member of the firm of Wilson &
Caldwell. In the fall of 1904 he pur-
chased his partner’s interest. Later he
purchased a store and as the business
grew, he increased the size of his
warehouses. He has been successful
in building up a substantial business.
This winter he has taken the agency
for the Studebaker automobile and
will devote his energies to this line of
business this season. He will contin-
ue to reside in Cass City. Mr. Cole,
the new implement dealer, is an
industrious young man universally
honored for his integrity.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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2016
Bridal Guide

Don't forget to include the groom
(MS)-Weddings are

all about the bride,
right? After all, "Here
Comes the Bride" is
played, she walks

down the aisle with a special
escort, while the groom hangs out
to watch all of the festivities
unfold. Actually, a wedding cele-
brates the union between two peo-
ple who will be spending their lives
together, therefore it is important to
make the groom feel included.

Even though many of the maga-
zines are geared toward the bride,
the major wedding issues include
tips for the groom as well, notably
a listing of his responsibilities
leading up to the big day. Here are
some of those responsibilities,
courtesy of
YourWeddingPlan.com.
• Announce engagement to family
and friends.

• Choose and pay for engagement
and wedding rings with your fiance
• Draw up a guest list with your
family.

• With fiance, meet the celebrant
and discuss the ceremony, legal
requirements and any pre-marital
counseling that may be required.
• Choose your Best Man and ush-
ers.
• Discuss honeymoon destinations
- check passport validity, visas and
vaccinations required.
• Choose your wardrobe and
arrange for the male members of
the bridal party to provide sizes.
• Pre-book accommodations for
out-of-town guests and attendants
• If you're having a bridal registry,
help your fiance choose your pre-
ferred styles.
• Arrange to pay for bride's bou-
quet, corsages and boutonnieres.

• Confirm and reconfirm honey-
moon arrangements, pick-up travel
documents, travellers cheques and,
if travelling overseas, exchange at
least $100 of foreign currency.
• Attend (and try to survive) bache-
lor party two weeks before the
wedding.
• Consider your grooming - if a
haircut is in order, try to make the
appointment for at least a week
before your wedding day.
• Pick up suits and arrange their
return (usually via the Best Man).
• Plan and practice your speech.
• Place celebrants fee (and other
on-the-day expenses) in an enve-
lope and give to the Best Man.
• Make sure the Best Man has the
rings - then make sure again!
• Be on time, and be understanding
when your bride is not.

The groom should be involved in
all aspects of wedding planning.
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Fishers recently 

celebrate 55th

anniversary

Jean & 

Art Fisher 

1961

& 

now

Then  

&

Now
Jean Faber, daughter of Lyle and

Alice Faber of Sebewaing, was mar-
ried to Myron Arthur Fisher, son of
George Sr. and Elizabeth Fisher, on
January 14, 1961. The day began
sunny and turned into a cold, windy
and snowy day. 

Attendants were maid of honor
Rosella Faber, sister of the bride;
best man George Fisher Jr., brother
of the groom; groomsman Harley
Faber, brother of the bride; and
groomsman Dan Toner, friend of the
groom. Bridesmaids Kathleen and
Jeanne Fisher were dressed in mass
green dresses. Ring bearer Lee
Taylor and flower girl Diana Fisher
completed the couple’s wedding
party. 

Art and Jean recently celebrated
their 55th anniversary. The couple
resides in Cass City. 

Dawn & 

Scott Woidan

1981

& 

now

Then  

&

Now Scott and Dawn (Crosby) Woidan
were united in marriage August 15,
1981 at the Wesleyan Church in
Kingston. 
Parents of the groom are Gerald and

Jackie Roeske and the late Frank
Woidan. Parents of the bride are
John and Dixie Crosby. 

In attendance were maid of honor
Diane Caitlin, friend of the bride;
best man Ken Distelrath, friend of
the groom; bridesmaids Vicki
Stolzman, sister of the groom and
Shelly Crosby, sister of the bride;
groomsmen Ron Stolzman, brother-
in-law of the groom and Marlin Tait,
friend of the groom; flower girl was
Carren Childs, cousin of the bride;
and ring bearer was John Crosby Jr.,
brother of the bride.

Scott and Dawn have lived all their
married years together on the family
farm in Deford. It has been family
owned since 1923.  

The couple have 3 children,
Heather (Jeremy) Forrest of Dorr,
Mich., Tanya (Cory) Kulinski of
Cass City and Scott (Christine) of
Gagetown and 7 grandchildren,
Taylor, Nick, Makena, Brayden,
Madison, Olyvia and Parker.

Woidans to 
celebrate 35 
years together
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Area couples
now and then

(MS) - For many couples, plan-
ning a honeymoon is just as
important as planning the
wedding itself. Regardless
of where you plan to go
on your honeymoon,
there are some things
you should do and
some new ideas of
which you need to be
aware in order to
make it the kind of
experience you want
it to be.

First, you must
decide on a budget. If
money is not an issue
for you, bon voyage!
However, if you're like
most couples getting
married, you're
already paying for
more than you antici-
pated. Establish a
budget and use it as a
guide. You may also want to con-
sider using a honeymoon bridal
registry like the free one provided
by TheHoneymoon.com.
Honeymoon registries allow wed-
ding guests to contribute toward
specific elements of your honey-
moon. Things like shore excur-
sions, parasailing, spa services and
tours all make great wedding gifts.
These are becoming more popular
as couples getting married nowa-
days often have many of the basic
household necessities that com-
prise a traditional gift registry.
After deciding on a budget, figure

out where you would like to go. If
you and your spouse-to-be want
the same type of honeymoon expe-

Trends in honeymoon planning
rience, no problem. However, if
one of you wants adventure and
the other wants to relax in the sun,

you need to compromise.
There are destinations that
can satisfy you both; you

just need to do some
research. Of course, it is

also important that your
destination fits your

budget.
Once you have

a destination in
mind, decide

whether you want an
all-inclusive pack-

age or whether
you would pre-

fer to be on
your own a

little more.
For those
with tight
budgets,

an all-
inclusive honeymoon has the
advantage of one all-inclusive
package price. This includes most
activities at both all-inclusive
resorts and on cruises. However,
there are usually things that are not
included for which you will need
to pay. Again, these make great gift
items for your honeymoon registry.
If the idea of an all-inclusive hon-
eymoon with multiple destinations
excites you, then a cruise may be
the dream honeymoon for you.

If you wish to be on your own to
take in more of the surrounding
area and culture, then you have a
lot of options at your disposal. Do
you want a big hotel, or a small
boutique hotel with history and

character? If you like to experience
the world through your taste buds,
you'll want a variety of gastronom-
ical adventures. In other words, if
you don't want to be confined to a
preset menu of activities and din-
ing experiences, then you may be
better off creating your own expe-
rience.

Of course, the honeymoon takes
on a whole new meaning when you
decide to do a "destination wed-
ding." These are becoming very
popular as more couples decide to
forego the average $20,000 wed-
ding price tag in addition to the
honeymoon expense. These are
especially popular with second
marriages. It's easier to get married
in some countries than others, so
check with a reliable information
source first.

Your final step is booking and
paying for this trip. Many honey-
moon suppliers offer specials for
early booking, which may or may
not include airfare. Many packages
that include airfare can offer signif-
icant savings because these suppli-
ers buy airline seats in bulk at a
discount and then package hotel
and sometimes car rental to give
you significant value. Usually
these packages need to be pur-
chased from a travel agent or from
businesses like
TheHoneymoon.com, which com-
bine travel agent services, the con-
venience of the Internet, honey-
moon registry, personal wedding
Web pages, and honeymoon infor-
mation all at your fingertips - all
from the convenience of your
home or office.
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Richard and Virginia (Ginna) Gentner were joined in Holy Matrimony with
the blessings of their parents, George and Hattie Gentner, Fabian and Leona
Lemanski on September 28, 1957 at Our Lady of Lake Huron Catholic
Church in Harbor Beach. 

The couple celebrated with a traditional Polish-Catholic wedding. Polish
weddings were celebrated over 3 days; preparation day, wedding day and
poprawiny day. To prepare, the parents of the bride and groom hired cooks
along with female family members who volunteered to prepare the meal.
The wedding day itself was a full day celebration with the ceremony being
held before 10 a.m. followed by a brunch and wedding pictures, a formal sit
down dinner, followed by father-daughter dance and a mother-son dance,
with music provided by a live band, at 10:30 p.m. a lunch was served fol-
lowed by more music. At midnight there was an unveiling of the bride, all
bridesmaids took turns wearing the veil. The day after the wedding, also
called Poprawiny day, the close relatives and friends were invited back for
another meal where the bridal party waited the tables, the groomsmen tend-
ed the bar and once again the couple enjoyed a live band for music. 

The Gentners celebrated their day with a bridal party of close friends and
family. The Maid of Honor was Shirley (Lemanski) Guza, sister of the bride;
bridesmaids Judy (Priemer) Messing, Pauline (Perek) Gucwa, Ann Marie
(Gentner) Phillips; Jr. Bridesmaids Donna (Gentner) Apisa, Margie
(Lemanski) Booms; Flower Girl Betty
(Lemanski) Durr; Best Man Jack Gentner;
Groomsmen Robert Braun, Ken Hessling,
Jerry Goniwicha and Ring Bearer Randy
Lemanski. 

The Gentners have 4 children, Carol,
Jayne, Perry and Jeff; 9 grandchildren,
Jill, Tim, Jenny, Julie, Chad, Kyle, Katie,
Matthew and Kate; and 5 great-grandchil-
dren. 

Dick spent most of his life as a mechanic and retired after 13 years as a
ground equipment mechanic with United Airlines. He was also a member of
the Knights of Columbus. 
Along with raising her four children, Ginna was also an office manager for

a few different businesses and currently is Secretary for the Harbor Beach
Seniors Euchre Club. 

Together, the couple loves to travel, spend time with family and friends,
play euchre, and attend the Holy Family Church of Sebewaing. 

Gentners reminisce about 
wedding day 59 years later
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HARTZELL, WHO has taught in the Cass City

Schools for about 13 years, currently teaches civics/eco-

nomics along with special education.  He came up with

the idea for an elective class focusing on history-based

movies, with students viewing films and researching

the actual events, rather than relying on textbooks.

Cass City native Brewster Shaw, 71, has enjoyed a long and successful
career spanning from his contribution as a fighter pilot in Vietnam to serv-
ing on the crew of three space shuttle missions, to his work in the private
sector as an aerospace executive.

He has logged more than 5,000 hours flying time in more than 30 types of
aircraft, including 644 hours of combat in F-100 and F-4 aircraft.
The son of Mr. and Mrs. Brewster H. Shaw Sr., Shaw graduated from Cass

City High School in 1963 and went on to earn his bachelor’s degree in engi-
neering mechanics from the University of Wisconsin – Madison, in 1968,
and his master’s degree in engineering mechanics in 1969, also at UW –
Madison.

He entered the Air Force in 1969 and, after completing Officer Training
School, attended undergraduate pilot training.  He
received his pilot wings a year later and was assigned
as an F-100 combat fighter pilot to the 352nd
Tactical Fighter Squadron at Phan Rang Air Base,
Republic of Vietnam.

He returned to the United States in 1971 for
assignment to the F-4 Replacement Training
Unit at George Air Force Base, California, and
was subsequently sent to the 25th Tactical
Fighter Squadron at Ubon RTAFB, Thailand,
where he flew combat missions as an F-4 fight-
er pilot.  In 1973, he reported to George Air
Force Base to serve as an F-4 instructor.  He
attended the Air Force Test Pilot School at
Edwards Air Force Base, California, in 1975-
76.

As an astronaut, Shaw – today a retired U.S.
Air Force Colonel and former executive at
Boeing — logged 533 hours in space
flight.

He was pilot of Space Shuttle
Columbia in November 1983, which
saw the crew conduct more than 70
multi-disciplinary scientific and
technical investigations in a variety
of fields, from life sciences to space
plasma physics.

Shaw then served as commander of
Space Shuttle Atlantis in November
1985.  The mission included deploy-
ment of communication satellites
and two spacewalks to demonstrate
space station construction techniques.

Shaw also served as commander of
Columbia in August 1989.  The mission,
classified at the time, involved deployment of satellites for national security
agencies. 

Following the Space Shuttle Challenger accident in 1986, he supported the
Roger’s Presidential Commission investigating the accident.  Shaw subse-
quently led the Space Shuttle Orbiter return-to-flight team chartered to
enhance safety of the vehicles’ operations.

Shaw, who was inducted into the U.S. Astronaut Hall of Fame in 2006,
worked as a senior executive for NASA, including serving as a manager and
director of space shuttle operations.

In 1996 he left the agency, retired from the Air Force and went to work for
Rockwell, which was acquired by The Boeing Company that same year.  He
initially served as director of major programs for the Boeing Space and
Defense Group.  He later left Boeing to become chief operating officer of
United Space Alliance, but returned to Boeing in January 2006 to serve as
vice president and general manager of the Space Exploration Division.

Shaw has earned numerous honors and awards, including 28 medals in
Vietnam.  He received the Defense Superior Service Medal, the Air Force
Distinguished Flying Cross with 7 Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal.

Shaw’s career includes logging
5,000-plus hours of flying time

Shaw: no limit to what students can do
Continued from page one.

ed.
“So, things do go wrong,” he said.

“(But) if you design it well and test it
well, when things go wrong, you can
usually work them out.”

CASS CITY ROOTS

Shaw also talked about his own
upbringing and the decisions that
eventually led him to flight.

“Over 50 years ago I was sitting
where you were sitting.  I was imma-
ture, I was naive, I didn’t have a clue
of what I wanted to do,” he said.
“But having grown up on a farm, I
had a good work ethic, and my par-
ents were determined that I was
going to go to college.”

Shaw decided to study engineering
mechanics at the University of
Wisconsin, although he still wasn’t
sure at the time what he wanted to do
with his life.  “I knew it was doggone
hard to make a living farming, so
that wasn’t my plan,” he joked.

Shaw said he funded much of his
education playing with a rock band –
the name of the group was The
Gentlemen.  Shaw, who played
rhythm guitar and was lead singer,
credits drummer Steve Schimming
with sparking his interest in flying,
after Schimming took Shaw up in his
plane.

The path to space flight began in
earnest when Shaw entered the U.S.
Air Force with an eye on becoming a
test pilot, because at that time, all
astronauts were drawn from a pool
of military test pilots.

In 1978 he was one of 15 individu-
als selected to train as space shuttle
pilots.

“I was extremely fortunate the rest
of my career, that I was able to do
what I was able to do,” he said, “and
that all started on a farm six miles
out of (Cass City).”

Shaw briefly outlined the space
shuttle missions he flew, describing

the experiences as unforgettable.
“Being in space is one of the most

rewarding experiences, I think, that a
human can have, because you get a
perspective of your planet.  What
you can see is what human hands
have accomplished,” he said, refer-
ring to sights such as the Pyramids
and the Great Wall of China.
“Watching the earth from orbit is a
remarkable experience.  You just try
to absorb it all.”

He described a space shuttle flight,
starting with the first two minutes of
bone-shaking, high-speed propulsion
powered by the craft’s solid fuel
rocket motors, to weightlessness.

“It’s a thrilling ride,” Shaw said,
noting that the shuttle’s launch and
return to earth rely on autopilot guid-
ance via computers.  The exception
is when the craft reaches an eleva-
tion of 45,000 feet on descent and
the commander takes over the con-
trols of a “200,000-pound glider.”
Looking back, Shaw recalled think-

ing he was really lucky to experience
what millions of people would love
to experience – space flight.

After spending the first third of his
career getting himself into space,
Shaw said he vowed to spend the rest
of his career helping others make the
same trip safely.

In response to one student’s ques-
tion, he indicated he would love to
see space flight expand in the future
with a mission to Mars.

“I think it’s going to be a huge
adventure,” said Shaw, who recalled
the worldwide interest back when
Neil Armstrong became the first man
to step foot on the moon.  “It unites
humanity,” he added.  “It will be a
great thing.  It will be a great adven-
ture.  I hope I’m alive to see it.”

A DIFFERENT CLASS

The class that brought Shaw into a
Cass City High School classroom
stemmed from a suggestion Hartzell
made for a new elective class that
would introduce students to histori-
cal events through a combination of
Hollywood and good old-fashioned
research.

The goal? For students to separate
fact from fiction and encourage
thinking outside the box – away
from textbooks – and in the process
improve their researching and writ-
ing skills.

So far, so good, according to
Hartzell, a civics-economics and
special education teacher now in his
13th year on the staff at Cass City

High School.
“I had a class similar to this in col-

lege, and that’s where I got the idea,”
said Hartzell, who acknowledged
some students figured the class
would focus on watching movies
every day.

“I (told them) we’re going to
research, we’re going to compare
and contrast, we’re going to do work
with this, and I lost a few kids,” he
added.

Most stayed, however, and have
explored movies such as “Glory”
and Skyped with the Massachusetts
Historical Society while digging into
the Civil War; and “The Pianist” and
“The Boy in the Striped Pajamas”
during a unit on the Holocaust that
included a field trip to the Holocaust
Memorial Center.  The trip – paid for
by the center – concluded with a
face-to-face meeting with a
Holocaust survivor.

Hartzell said there has been local
support for the class.  Cass Theatre
owner Dick Hendrick, for example,
provided a special viewing of the
espionage thriller “Bridge of Spies”
for the class during its study of the
Cold War.  Hendrick also agreed to
offer copies of a newsletter the stu-
dents created.

Hartzell said it was Colwood area
residents Sherry and Wayne Dillon –
former classmates of Shaw’s – who
also offered to help when he was try-
ing to contact Shaw to ask him about
a Skype session with his class.  The
Dillons also brought in a display of
memorabilia related to Shaw’s
career.

As for Shaw, in addition to setting
time aside to talk to the students, he
also made a point of leaving them
with an important message regarding
realizing their own potential in the
future.

“You can do anything you want to.
If I can go from a farm to space, you
can do anything,” he told them.
“You can write your own life histo-
ry.”

Those words concluded a memo-
rable morning for the class – and the
teacher.

Hartzell recalled talking to the par-
ent of one of his students later
Thursday, and hearing that the stu-
dent was genuinely excited about the
virtual face-to-face meeting with
Shaw.

“(Hearing that) was pretty cool for
me – that made my day,” Hartzell
said.  “This was probably one of the
most exciting and rewarding days of
my teaching career.”
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Financial Advisor
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Public Notice 
Village of Cass City 

Public Hearing 

 
2016  2020 Park and Recreation Master Plan 

 

The Village of Cass City Village Council will be holding a Public Hearing on Monday February 8, 2016 at 
1:00 p.m. at the Municipal Building, 6506 Main Street, Cass City, MI 48726. The purpose of the public 
hearing is to hear public comments regarding the adoption of the proposed Village of Cass City Five Year 
Park and Recreation Master Plan. After the public hearing, the Village Council may take action to adopt 
the master plan. For more information, contact the Village at (989) 872-1911. 

Nanette Walsh 
Clerk/Treasurer  
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Walbro LLC, the world’s largest carburetor manufacturer and leading sup-
plier of fuel injection, ignition, and fuel systems components, recently
announced the appointment of Tony Brancato as vice president of its after-
market division.
Brancato joins Walbro with more than 30 years of experience, having most

recently served as vice president of Global Business Aviation Aftermarket at
Honeywell.

Immediately preceding his aftermarket role, he was president of
Honeywell’s Federal Manufacturing and Technologies business.
Throughout his career, Brancato has worked in a variety of manufacturing,

business management and customer facing roles in technology focused
industries.

“Walbro has great brand recognition with a solid reputation for providing
high quality, innovative products,” he said. “I’m excited to join this talented
team as we work to accelerate new product introductions and bring an even
greater level of service and support to our global Aftermarket customers.”

Brancato holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in business with an engi-
neering background. He will be based in Walbro’s Tucson, Ariz., headquar-
ters.

Walbro is a global market leader of engine management systems for the
lawn and garden, recreational and marine, outdoor power equipment, and
two-wheel small engine markets, and a leading supplier of flow control
products for medical and industrial equipment markets.  The company man-
ufactures ignition systems, fuel injection, air/fuel management systems,
pumps, values and fuel storage and distribution systems.
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OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Is your New Year’s Resolution 
to take control of your health?

Let our professional & caring physicians to help you get started!

Candelaria Castaneda, MD 
Ubly Medical Clinic
989-872-8202

Melanie Kramer- 
Harrington, MD 

Family HealthCare of Cass City 
989-872-2410

Kingston Family Practice
989-683-8065

John Bitner, MD & Richard Hall, DO
Cass City Medical Practice

989-872-8202

Surendra Raythatha, MD  & 
Donald Robbins Jr., DO

Cass City Family Practice
Dr. Ray Dr. Robbins 989-872-8303

Richard Moyer, DO
Orthopedic Surgeon

989-912-6115

Francis Ozim, MD
General Surgeon
989-872-5582 Nancy Wade, MD 

Thumb Pediatrics
989-872-8503
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and make sure they do it right. I
spend a lot of time visiting CRP and
CREP lands to help landowners
maintain them in the shape they’re
supposed to be in.”

The work is paying off, he said.
“A couple of guys in the pheasant

cooperatives have said they wouldn’t
have done what they’ve done in the
last few years if it wasn’t for the ini-
tiative,” Myers said. “Tuscola
County had about 200 CRP and
CREP contracts when I started.
About 190 of them have re-enrolled
and about half of those have added
acreage.”

Bill Vander Zouwen is the
Michigan Region representative for
Pheasants Forever, a group dedicated
to conservation of pheasants, quail
and other wildlife through habitat
improvements, public awareness,
education and land management
policies and programs.
Vander Zouwen was a biologist and

MYERS (left) and Bill Vander Zouwen, Michigan Region representative for

Pheasants Forever, display a couple ring-necked pheasants they shot. (Photo

courtesy of the Michigan DNR)

Continued from page one.

DNR: Pheasant restoration project paying off
chief of the wildlife ecology section
of the Wisconsin DNR for more than
30 years before returning to
Michigan.
He praised the cooperation between

agencies and hunters under the
pheasant initiative.

“I’m impressed with the attention
pheasants are getting and I’m happy
to see it,” he said. “Pheasants are a
priority of the DNR, a focus of the
More Bang for Your Buck program.
The DNR has really stepped up.”

Pheasants Forever has 30 active
chapters in Michigan and focuses
most of its attention on private land,
dispensing seed for food plots to its
members, though Vander Zouwen
said “about 15 chapters put their
money up for matching grants from
the DNR to improve habitat on pub-
lic land where anyone can hunt.”

The DNR has awarded State
Wildlife Grants totaling more than
$850,000 to benefit 49 projects that
include almost 3,000 acres of grass-
land complexes.

Beyond the DNR and Pheasants
Forever, other members of the
Michigan Pheasant Restoration
Initiative coalition include the
Michigan Department of Agriculture
and Rural Development, the
National Wild Turkey Federation,
the Quality Deer Management
Association, Ducks Unlimited, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

These additional government and
non-governmental entities often
focus on other priorities, but they
value grasslands for everything from
biodiversity to improving water
quality.

“Doing work for pheasants is cen-
tral for wildlife on the ground,”
Myers said. “It helps everything
from songbirds to white-tailed deer.”
And, of course, it helps pheasants.
Cooperative landowners say they’re

hearing more crowing pheasant
roosters in recent years, and some
hunters report seeing more pheasants
on state-managed land.

Despite these advances, much of
the effort of the pheasant initiative
has yet to bear fruit, but members
say the seeds have been sown for the
future.

“The coalition is committed to an
even more productive next five
years,” Vander Zouwen said.

Walbro names T. Brancato
aftermarket vice president

MORE THAN 60 people of all ages, including state

senators Mike Green and Phil Pavlov, braved frigid

temperatures to take part in the Tuscola county

Right to Life memorial service Sunday on the steps

of the Tuscola County Courthouse in Caro.  Green

is pictured in the photo above (left) with keynote

speaker and former Tuscola County Register of

Deeds Dan Grimshaw.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

asked me to bring him a copy of the Chronicle.
“He read every word on every page and was very impressed,” Perry added.

“He said, ‘It seems that the people in your community really care about each
other.  I read about them giving money and things to other people.  Here, you
only hear about the millionaires who give away money.  It’s nice to see aver-
age people helping each other out.  I liked the paper.”

Perry currently serves with an organization called The Friends of Israel
Gospel Ministry, “a worldwide Christian ministry communicating biblical
truth about Israel and the Messiah, while fostering solidarity with the Jewish
people.”

“My title is g’sherim internship trainer,” he explained.  “G’sherim is a
Hebrew word, meaning bridges, which reflects the purpose of the internship
- building relational bridges between the Evangelical Christian community
and the Jewish community of Las Vegas.  My role is to train young adults in
how to bridge the gap between the two communities, as well as to show sup-
port to the Jewish people in the city.

“One of the highlights of my job is getting to know Holocaust survivors
like Marton,” Perry noted.  “There are fewer and fewer of them every day.
It is a privilege to hear their stories and to know them as friends.”

Continued from page one.

Ackerman: Nice to see average
people helping each other out


