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Spring 2015 M-STEP data for Cass City, Tuscola County and state

As expected, long-awaited M-STEP scores are low
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Cass City School officials say
they’re generally pleased with the
district’s long-awaited inaugural set
of M-STEP (Michigan Student Test
of Educational Progress) scores, but
the data has left them with more
questions than answers.

M-STEP is the state’s new stan-
dardized student assessment exam.
It replaced the bubble-based, multi-
ple-choice MEAP (Michigan

Education Assessment Program)
exam that Michigan school officials
have administered for more than 40
years.

The M-STEP, administered for the
first time in the spring of 2015, test-
ed students in the areas of English
language arts, mathematics, science
and social studies.
Statewide, the results were less than

impressive.  Just 12 percent of
Michigan fourth graders tested profi-
cient in science; the highest profi-
ciency rate was in the third grade

language arts at just 50 percent; and
in math, proficiency ranged from 28
percent among high school juniors to
49 percent in third grade.

State and local education officials
said they  expected scores to be low
initially.

“As we anticipated, scores
statewide were lower than they were
on the MEAP assessment, which had
been previously given to all students
in grades three through eight,” said
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel,
who along with the district’s other

administrators received their first
look at the results last week – a year
and half after students took the
exam.

“Cass City Public Schools did very
well in third and sixth grade, scoring
well above state and county schools
in both math and English language
arts,” Hartel said.  “Modest results
were also achieved in seventh grade,
scoring above county and state
schools in math and science, but
below county and state schools in
English language arts.

“Improvement is needed in fifth
grade and eighth grade,” Hartel con-
tinued, adding students scored below
both county and state schools on
math and English language arts.
Eighth graders scored above county
and state students in social studies,
while fifth grade students scored
below their peers at the county and
state levels in social studies.

“Eleventh grade MME (scores)
showed great results in math and
English language arts, scoring above
both county and state schools in both
area,” Hartel said.  “However, sci-
ence results showed us below county
and state schools, and social studies
showed us ahead of county schools
but below state schools.”

The M-STEP, the result of a
Michigan Legislature mandate
requiring the Michigan Department
of Education to develop a new stan-
dardized test last year, differs from
the MEAP in a number of ways,
starting with the degree of difficulty.
State officials said the new exam
would “reset the bar” for measuring
learning improvement.  Unlike the
MEAP, the M-STEP was adminis-
tered primarily on-line, requiring
written responses and critical think-
ing.

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School Principal Chad Daniels noted
one of the big differences is that stu-
dents are now frequently given ques-
tions accompanied by several correct
answers.  The challenge is for them
to choose the most correct response,
he said.

There will also be a learning curve
with respect to student getting used
to on-line testing, according to
Hartel, who pointed out the M-STEP
data will be more useful after the
exam has been administered enough
times to provide school officials with
scores they can compare with local
students’ previous results.

“There’s nothing to compare,
apples to apples, right now – the only
thing you can compare is with other
schools in the county,” he said.
“There’s a lot of things we can learn
from the data, but you have to be
careful because it’s so new.”
“I think our scores at the elementary

are comparable to where we would
have been at the MEAP two years
ago,” Cass City Elementary School

Federal agents from the
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) agency out of
Detroit arrested a trio of suspects in
the Bad Axe area early Friday morn-
ing.
The arrests took place at about 6:30

a.m., according to Huron County
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.
“They were in regards to local indi-

viduals having parts in criminal
activities involving illegal immi-
grants,” Hanson reported.  “These
arrests were the result of a lengthy
on-going investigation that original-
ly began as a local joint investigation
involving the Bad Axe City Police
and our office.”

Hanson said the two adult females
and one adult male taken into cus-
tody were transported to the Bay
City Federal Court House to be
arraigned on federal charges. The
federal investigation is likely to con-
tinue, he added.

“Besides ICE, other agencies
involved with this incident were
CBP Aviation, the Michigan State
Police and, as mention earlier, the
City of Bad Axe Police and our
office,” the sheriff said.

Federal agents

nab trio in the

Bad Axe area

CLINTON AND TARYN Ellis of Cass City are the proud parents of the first

baby born to a local couple in 2016 and reported to the Chronicle.  They wel-

comed Cambrey Jane Ellis last Wednesday, Jan. 6, at 7:43 a.m. at Covenant

Hospital in Saginaw.  She was also welcomed by a big brother, Dominic, 19

months.  In keeping with tradition, local merchants will shower the family with

a host of gifts, including a floral bouquet from Special Scents Floral Shoppe, a

gift certificate from Gilligan’s, $10 to open savings accounts at both Thumb

National Bank and Chemical Bank, a free oil change at Curtis Chrysler, and a

one-year subscription to the Chronicle.

Happy birthday, baby!

Green= Above Average          Red=Below Average          Orange=County Below State Average

Please turn to page 6.

Anthony on elite list of top women hospital leaders

TThhaannkkss ffoorr ssuuppppoorrttiinngg BBlloonnddiiee’’ss HHaaiirr CCaarree ffoorr oovveerr 1188 yyeeaarrss!! II llooookk ffoorrwwaarrdd ttoo 
sseeeeiinngg yyoouu aatt mmyy nneeww llooccaattiioonn iinn AAnnggeellss HHaaiirr SSttuuddiioo iinn DDoowwnnttoowwnn CCaassss CCiittyy.. 

CCaallll MMiicchheellllee EErrllaa aatt 887722--55220000 ttoo sseett uupp yyoouurr aappppooiinnttmmeenntt ttooddaayy!!

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital
President and Chief Executive
Officer (CEO) Jean Anthony was
recently included in a “who’s who”
among hospital leaders across the
nation.

Becker’s Hospital Review named
Anthony among the “Top 130
Women Hospital and Health System
Leaders to Know”.  Recipients of the
honor were described as having
established themselves as successful

l e a d e r s
within the
ever-chang-
ing health-
care indus-
try.

The recipi-
ents were
s e l e c t e d
based on
e d i t o r i a l

judgment and discretion of members
of the Becker’s editorial team, which
evaluated leaders for their manage-
ment and leadership skills and career
accomplishments.  The team read
through and considered a record
number of nominations.

Becker’s Hospital Review is one of
five publications of Becker’s
Healthcare, considered a leading
source of cutting-edge business and
legal information for healthcare
industry leaders.

Anthony was appointed president
and CEO of Hills and Dales General
Hospital in 2014, filling a vacancy
left by the departure of veteran
administrator Mike Falatko.

She has been a fixture at Hills and
Dales for nearly 40 years, beginning
her career as a licensed practical
nurse (LPN).  In the years since, she
earned her license as a registered
nurse (RN) as well as a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing Degree and a
Master of Arts in Organizational
Management Degree.

Prior to being named president and
CEO, Anthony served the local hos-
pital as chief operating officer
(COO) for 14 years.  She also served

as vice president of patient services
for the hospital.

Hills and Dales’ current vice presi-
dent of patient services, Jennifer
TerBush, nominated Anthony for
inclusion on the Becker’s Hospital

Review list.
“I can’t think of someone more

deserving.  When the opportunity
came to nominate someone, I knew
had to send in Jean’s name,”
TerBush said.  “She has led Hills and

Dales during some of the most diffi-
cult times in healthcare.  She is
respected by her staff, professional
partners, and community members.
She exemplifies the true quality of a
successful leader.”

Jean Anthony
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Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City is hosting its next
Senior Citizen Movies Friday, Jan.
15, 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:
“Invisible Universe Revealed” –

25 years ago, NASA launched one of
the most ambitious experiments in
the history of astronomy: the Hubble
Space Telescope. Amazingly, when
the telescope first sent images back
to Earth, it seemed that the entire
project was a massive failure.
Hear scientists and engineers on the

front line tell the amazing Hubble
story. Join NOVA for the story of this
magnificent machine and its aston-
ishing discoveries (60 minutes).

“Greek Islands” – the Greek
Islands’ sunny climate, great beach-
es, and relaxed culture attract travel-
ers from all over the world.

Go island-hopping on Aegean fer-
ries, visit touristy Santorini, ride a
motorbike around Samos, and hang
out on barely-known Lipsi. With tips
from the tourist office, find offbeat
ways to enjoy the islands and pictur-
esque places to stay (30 minutes).

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

BORYS LESYK, a FLEX exchange student from

the Ukraine and currently residing in Cass City

with host parent Gail Smith, recently topped a field

of 550 competitors in an essay contest that earned

him an all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C.,

to attend a Civic Education Workshop in the

spring.

Exchange student wins coveted scholarship
Cass City exchange student Borys

Lesyk was recently selected by a
volunteer committee representing
the Bureau of Education and

Cultural Affairs to receive a Civic
Education Workshop scholarship,
which will pay for his attendance at a
special event this spring.

“The fully-funded, nearly week-
long workshop will be held in
Washington, D.C. March 13-19,”
said Gail Smith of Cass City, who is
hosting Lesyk.  “Borys’ qualifying
essay, identifying the spirit of volun-
teerism and charity, which helps
make America so great, was selected
from a field of over 550 competi-
tors.”

In his essay, Borys wrote, “Firstly,
when I arrived to U.S….I was really
surprised with a number of different
people volunteering for all kinds of
different events.  Volunteering brings
you no money, but it gives you just a
ton of pleasure, because you are
helping other people who are need-
ing this help.”

“He feels strongly, that with war
dividing his country so sharply, that
only by working together for a com-
mon good, as one team, towards a
common goal, can his country heal,”
Smith said.  “He sees volunteerism
and charity as the means to that end.
He hopes when he returns in June, he
can be a part of that change.”

Lesyk is from the Ukraine –
Kherson to be exact, near the
Russian border and Crimea.  The 17-
year-old is attending Cass City High
School during his stay in America,
which began in August.

According to Smith, FLEX is a
highly competitive scholarship pro-
gram for students from countries that
used to be part of the old Soviet
Union.  “It is jointly funded by the
United States and the sending gov-
ernment,” she noted.

Senior Citizen
Movies on tap
at the library

Throughout January and February,
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) and Michigan
United Conservation Clubs, along
with other key partners, will host
informational meetings in southern
Michigan to promote general
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) enrollment and the Michigan
Pheasant Restoration Initiative.
The sessions will include two in the

Thumb: Monday, Jan. 11, starting at
6:30 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology
Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro; and
Monday Feb. 8, starting at 6:30 p.m.
at the Rooster Ranch, 7480
Germania Rd., Ubly.

“These meetings will provide
landowners with valuable informa-
tion and the necessary tools for cre-
ating and enhancing wildlife habitat
on their properties,” said Anna
Mitterling, the wildlife cooperative
coordinator with Michigan United
Conservation Clubs. “Landowners
will walk away with tips for receiv-
ing financial assistance and will have
access to experts who work with
habitat improvement programs.”
The Michigan Pheasant Restoration

Initiative is a conservation initiative
to restore and enhance Michigan
pheasant habitat, populations, and
hunting opportunities on private and
public lands through pheasant coop-
eratives. The initiative works by
acquiring state and federal resources
to assist landowners in cooperatives
to improve wildlife habitat on their
properties and by enhancing habitat
on selected state game areas, recre-
ation areas and other public lands.

More information is available by
contacting Anna Mitterling at amit-
terling@mucc.org or via phone at
(517) 346-6454.

Land management
meets on tap in
Caro and Ubly

GREENLEAF TOWNSHIP 
PLANNING COMMISSION 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
NOTICE - The Greenleaf Township Planning Commission will hold a public hearing at the 
Township hall located at 7510 Gilbert Rd., Cass City, MI 

 
Thursday, January 21, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. 

 
PURPOSE  OF  MEETING:  To  consider  a  request  for  Special  Land  Use  Permit  from  
Thumb Radio Inc., Bad Axe, MI, for a Cellular Tower, for Tax Parcel ID Number 76-130-007-100-
010-02. 
 
PROPERTY DESCRIPTION:  Township of Greenleaf, County of Sanilac, State of Michigan, Located 
at the at the South West corner of the intersection of M-53 and Bay City Forestville Road, Tax 
Parcel ID Number 76-130-007-100-010-02. 
 
Written comments concerning this matter can be submitted to the Township Clerk at the 
address indicated.   
 
This notice is posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, as 
amended, MCL 41.72a(2) and (3).  Any concerns regarding the requirement of the Federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act should be brought to the attention of the Township Clerk. 
 
Lori Mazure, Clerk  
6959 Van Dyke Rd. 
Cass City, MI 48726 
989-872-5654 
 

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

New year, new resolutions

Guest Author 
Kim Salerno

were he said, “Not to make any resolutions.” 
When I heard his response, I gave a silent cheer.

Because when you think about it resolving not to
resolve could be considered a resolution in itself.
I’m choosing to label it as such and therefore have
already met one of my goals for the year. But don’t
tell my husband I said so. He doesn’t believe in res-
olutions.

——
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated colum-
nist, published playwright and author. Don’t miss a
slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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It’s a new year – a time when many of us consider
changing more than our calendars. 

It’s time to get trim around the midsection.
Redecorate the bedroom. Read more. Complain
less. Join the gym. Clean out the junk drawer.
Drink more water and less chardonnay. Take the
planking challenge. Learn a new language. Grow
our hair out. Get a haircut. Get a promotion. Get a
job. Be kinder, less judgmental and less critical of
everyone – including ourselves. It’s time to make
a resolute resolution to fix, firm and duct tape all
the things in our lives that are chipped, chubby or
otherwise crumbling and non-functional. 

The task could be perceived as overwhelming –
fixing all the things that need fixing, because there
is a lot that can be fixed. At least based on the view
from my cracked window. 

But I’ve always been energized by a good chal-
lenge and approach the changing of the calendar
with the enthusiasm and vigor of Richard
Simmons in a 80s workout video (but without the
sequins). 

I’m one of those annoying people who enjoys
coming up with goals for self-improvement, per-
sonal growth and poundage loss. I type them up
and put them in a folder aptly named, “goals.”
Each year at this time I take a peek to check my
progress over the last twelve months. 
And then I write new goals, which are often sim-

ilar to the old goals that I never quite met the year
before – or the year before that. I enjoy coming up
with goals; I never claimed I had the aptitude for
achieving them. 
A lesser person might find this discouraging. Not

me! I am optimistic about my goal-setting and
maybe even someday goal-completing capabili-
ties. So what if I’ve been losing the same 10
pounds since the last century? At least I’m goal-
driven and goal-oriented. That should count for
something. I suppose it does, just not on the bath-
room scale. 

As with most things in life, my husband and I
have differing opinions about resolutions. I adopt
them; he ignores them. In his eyes, resolutions are
a waste of time. He doesn’t need no stinking reso-
lution to get the job done. It’s infuriating.

Take the weight thing. I can work for two years
to meet a fitness goal. He skips dinner one night
and is down seven pounds the following morning.
And he tells me about it. (Of course he does.) I
yearn to clean all the junk out of our lives. He
yearns to clean the garage on Saturday afternoon.
I plan for (and worry about) the future. He lives in
the present. Together we make a complete human
being. 

However, I remain resolved – to convince him of
the advantages of New Year’s resolutions. It’s been
a goal of mine for years. He’s yet to be persuaded.  

This year when I asked him what his resolutions

Try walking a mile
in a trustee’s shoes

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit
any and all copy for content and size restrictions.
Final editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle
management and staff.    Deadline for classified
advertising is Monday, noon and deadline for display
advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edi-
tion.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has been
collecting records for individual deer since 1987 – although it has
been recording deer data for more than 50 years – and near the end
of 2015, the agency added its one millionth deer record to this
database.

Michigan hunters have the opportunity to voluntarily bring their
harvested deer to DNR deer check stations throughout the deer
hunting season and receive a deer hunter cooperator patch. The
data collected through this process includes age, sex and location
of the deer harvested.

“Checking one million deer in this time frame shows the depart-
ment’s commitment to collecting data from our deer herd to sup-
port science-based management, but also shows the level of coop-
eration by our hunters throughout the years,” said Chad Stewart,
DNR deer management specialist. 

Biologists analyze the data collected at deer check stations to
understand how Michigan’s deer herd changes over time. The
information helps the DNR understand the relationship between
regulation changes, such as antler point restrictions, and the deer
herd’s response.

“Having one million individual deer records in our dataset is
impressive, and something both the department and hunters should
be proud of,” said Sarah Mayhew, DNR wildlife statistician.

Checking harvested deer also supports surveillance for diseases
such as bovine tuberculosis and chronic wasting disease, which
benefits both the DNR and hunters.

***********

New Cass City Chamber of Commerce Administrator Judy Keller
indicated she was pleased with a story the Chronicle published last
week regarding the chamber’s plans for the coming year.
However, she asked that we note the best phone number to reach
her to discuss chamber business is (989) 872-4618.
The number is local, but actually reaches Keller via a cell phone.

So, rest assured, if you don’t reach Keller at first, leave her a mes-
sage and she’ll get back to you as soon as possible.

***********

Can spring really be that far away?
For the optimists among you, we’d just like to point out that the

folks at Battel’s Sugar Bush, a family that has been producing pure
maple syrup in the Cass City area for more than 125 years,
announced over the weekend the date for this year’s annual sugar-
bush open house.
The event is slated for Saturday, March 19, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Battels will be serving up a complimentary pancake with
sausage so you can try out some fresh — and we’re talking really
fresh — maple syrup.  They’ll also be glad to show you around the
woods and sugar shack.

Everyone is welcome. Bring the family! There’s no need to
RSVP, just come as you are. The Battel family will be in the woods
rain or shine. If it’s cold outside, it’s always warm next to their
wood-fired syrup evaporator.

The sugarbush is located at 7964 Daus Rd., Cass City (look for
the white sugar shack in the woods, just west of the address.
Parking is along the road).

Interested in learning more?  Check out the Battel’s Sugarbush
Pure Maple Syrup page on Facebook.

************

The Cass City Booster Club will hold their annual silent auction
fundraiser on Friday, Jan. 22 at the high school during the boys’
basketball games with guest Unionville-Sebewaing Area Schools.

Bidding will begin prior to the junior varsity contest at 5:30 pm.
If you have items to donate to the cause, contact Heather Weiler at
989-551-4692. 

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

When tensions are high — even when they’re not
— it can be easy to criticize the folks who serve on
a local board of education.

We suspect, however, that there would be more
pats on the back and fewer critical remarks if more
members of the community would take a mental
mile-long stroll in the shoes of a school board
trustee.

It can be a thankless job.
Board of education trustees are charged with the

stewardship of multi-million dollar budgets as well
as overseeing teaching and administrative staffs
and thousands of children, from the youngest tots
just starting their educations to high school sen-
iors itching to collect their diplomas and conquer
the world.

School board members must understand the ins
and outs of public education funding, including the
impacts of countless unfunded mandates, new state
regulations and standardized tests that seem to
change from one year to the next based on the
whims of Lansing and/or Washington, D.C.  They
face shrinking enrollments and, subsequently,
shrinking revenues while the cost of doing every-
thing continues to rise.

Boards of education are challenged to keep up
with curriculums, weigh financial and other con-
siderations while making policy decisions, ensur-
ing buildings are safe and functional, and serving
as the final step in resolving disciplinary issues.

Trustees not only volunteer thousands of hours
attending various meetings and extracurricular
functions, many also devote additional time to
complete training in an effort to become even more
effective board members.
Trustees receive very little compensation for their

efforts, yet they often find themselves in the line of
fire when it comes to making unpopular but neces-
sary decisions for the good of all.

January is set aside each year as a time for spe-
cial recognition of school board members and all
they do, and we’d like to personally thank each
trustee, past and present, who has served in the
Cass City Public Schools as well as those in our
neighboring districts, including Owen-Gage,
Kingston and Ubly.

We’d also like to encourage all area residents to
make a point of offering a word of praise, support
and encouragement to these volunteers, who give
of their time, talent and experience.

Board members come from all walks of life —
they’re parents, grandparents, neighbors, retirees,
bankers, mechanics, pharmacists, etc. — but they
all share at least one goal; providing our children
with a quality education in a safe and healthy envi-
ronment.

That’s a job worthy of both our respect and grat-
itude year-round.

Dear editor,

January is School Board Recognition Month – a time
to salute the work of our volunteer school board mem-
bers and to celebrate public education.

School Board Recognition Month is celebrated by
more than 541 school districts in Michigan, honoring
over 4,100 elected school board members for their
untiring dedication to school governance.
This recognition of school board members reflects our

combined commitment to leadership and accountability
by all, thus assuring that ALL students have a chance to
succeed.

School board members in the Cass City Public School
District develop policies and make tough decisions that
help shape the future of our district.  They bear respon-
sibility for an annual budget of close to $10 million,
help educate over 1,000 students, manage approximate-
ly 170 employees, and are trusted with the upkeep of
every building and vehicle owned by the district.

School board members are citizens whose decisions
affect the children of Cass City and the surrounding
area.  Their decisions help shape our community’s
future and prepare our children to be successful mem-
bers of this community or anywhere they may decide to
call home.

Cass City’s board of education preserves the core of
our democracy – public education.  Showing apprecia-

School board members
deserve our recognition

Please turn to page 8. 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear recently on felony charges

����#"%���&(�)+�$"**"% �"*�$)�"%�*!����#�%��(�")�*!���("��-�%&&%����&(��
'+�#"��*"&%���#��)��)�%����#�%��(�"*�$)�*&��

��))��"*-��!(&%"�#��������&,��������))��"*-����
���
�!&%������������������,����������	�����!(&%"�#�����!(&%"�#��%�*

��������!���� ��!���
E':9981?6=�91�$608>C��<00��977?84>C�!0,6������:�7��� 00&9C��6,<5��?46/482������<008
'>����,<9��#:08�>9�,8C980�A,8>482�,�39>��3970�=>C60�70,6�
E��9<.,=�70,6�,>��,==��4>C�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��3?<.3�,>�8998������	��7460�89<>3�91��,==
�4>C���������������
��19<�>,50�9?>=��

�� ����!���� ��!���
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66��������������
E�,<024@0<��9880.>498�����

�:�7������

�:�7����9?8><C��,</08=��'.30?<0<��9=:4>,6���

"���,=0@4660�&/���$42098���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������������

�����!���� ��!���
E�6.93964.=��898C79?=��F!98/,C�,>�,�(470�G���:�7���$,<5=4/0��,10���
��!,48��'>��
)-6C���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66���8206,�&��,>���������������
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66��������������

� ����!���� ��!���
E�6�,898�700>482����:�7���'>���<,8.4=�$,<<4=3��$42098�
E���!00>482������:�7���'>���9=0:3��3?<.3�����
�"���<2C60�&/���!00>482�A466�-0�306/�48
>30�3,66�80B>�>9�>30�64>>60�=>980�.3?<.3���
E 4@482�A4>3�$,<548=98H=�'?::9<>��<9?:�����
�:�7������
�:�7����964/,C��88��B:<0==����
&,:=98� ,80�+0=>���,/��B0����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������������
E�,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:����

�:�7������

�:�7����,<-9<��0,.3��977?84>C��9=�
:4>,6��/7484=><,>498��?46/482	�9810<08.0��08>0<������'���4<=>�'>����,<-9<��0,.3����9<
79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>��������������
E)-6C� 498=��6?-�700>482����

�:�7��,>�>30�)-6C�(3?7-�*0>0<,8=�#<2,84D,>498�,66������
�4823,8�'>���)-6C�!������������:9>�6?.5�4=�=0<@0/�:<49<�>9�>30�700>482����@0<C980�4=��A06�
.970/���

����	�����������������
�	�����
��
����������	��
E�,20>9A8�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��<?8.3�����,�7��>9���:�7����66�C9?�.,8�0,>�����/98,>498�
����������	��
E"9@0=>,�(9A8=34:��9,</�700>482����
�:�7�
E�<401�'?::9<>�700>482=��F�0,6482�(920>30<�G�!0,/9A� ,80����
�!0,/9A� ,80���,/
�B0�����:�7���9<�;?0=>498=�9<�>9�<024=>0<�>9�,>>08/�:60,=0�.,66�>30�9114.0�,>������I��������
9<�>966�1<00������������������(30=0�=0==498=�,<0�9:08�>9�,8C980�/0,6482�A4>3�,�2<401�9<�69==�
':98=9<0/�-C��9=:4.0��/@,8>,20���,==���4>C�
��
��������	��
E�656,8/�(9A8=34:��9,</�700>482����:�7�
E*�+�798>36C�700>482����

�:�7���*�+��,66���,==��4>C�
��
���������	��
E(3?7-�#.>,298��,<8�700>482����:�7���14<0�3,66�48��,20>9A8�
E(?=.96,��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:����
�:�7�����

:�7���������8>0<2080<,>498,6��?46/482���
�!98>,2?0��@0����,<9��9<�79<0�4819<7,>498�
.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>���������������
E��0/<98�#�'���91��,<9�700>482����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:���
�

�,�7�������

�:�7����?7,8��0@06�
9:708>��9774==498����
�"?208>�&/����,/��B0����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>
��������������
��
�����������	��
E��9<.,=�70,6�,>��,==��4>C�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��3?<.3�,>�8998������	��7460�89<>3�91��,==
�4>C���������������
��19<�>,50�9?>=���
��
���������	��
E�,<024@0<��9880.>498�����

�:�7������

�:�7����9?8><C��,</08=��'.30?<0<��9=:4>,6���

"���,=0@4660�&/���$42098���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������������
����������	��
E 4@482�A4>3�$,<548=98H=�'?::9<>��<9?:�����
�:�7������
�:�7����964/,C��88��B:<0==����
&,:=98� ,80�+0=>���,/��B0����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������������
E�,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:����

�:�7������

�:�7����,<-9<��0,.3��977?84>C��9=�
:4>,6��/7484=><,>498��?46/482	�9810<08.0��08>0<������'���4<=>�'>����,<-9<��0,.3����9<
79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>��������������
E)-6C� 498=��6?-�700>482����

�:�7��,>�>30�)-6C�(3?7-�*0>0<,8=�#<2,84D,>498�,66������
�4823,8�'>���)-6C�!������������:9>�6?.5�4=�=0<@0/�:<49<�>9�>30�700>482����@0<C980�4=��A06�
.970/���
������������	�
E':,230>>4��4880<�,>��,==��4>C�*�+��,66�1<97���
�:�7������
�:�7��(,50�9?>�,@,46,-60�
�9<�79<0�4819<7,>498�.,66��������������
����������	��
E',846,.��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:���:�7��������/?6>
�,C�'0<@4.0=��?46/482������"���65�'>���',8/?=5C���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>��47�,>
��������������9<��7,8/,�,>����
�����������
E�<401�'?::9<>�700>482=��F�0,6482�(920>30<�G��0<4>,20��466����
��60,@0<�&/����,<9����
��
�:�7���9<�;?0=>498=�9<�>9�<024=>0<�>9�,>>08/�:60,=0�.,66�>30�9114.0�,>������I���������9<
>966�1<00������������������(30=0�=0==498=�,<0�9:08�>9�,8C980�/0,6482�A4>3�,�2<401�9<�69==�
':98=9<0/�-C��9=:4.0��/@,8>,20���,==��4>C�
E�,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:�����

�:�7������

�:�7����?66,</�',819</�!079<4,6� 4-<,<C�
��
�+���?<98��@0���*,==,<����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>���������������
E����������	��
E�,==��4>C�'.3996��9,</�700>482����:�7��
E�466=����,60=��080<,6��9=:4>,6��?B464,<C�700>482�����
�,�7����46642,8=��89�700>482=
�?6C���?2?=>���0.07-0<��
E(?=.96,��9?8>C�&423>�>9� 410�700>482����
���:�7����,<9��<0,��4=><4.>� 4-<,<C����
�+�
�<,85�'>����,<9���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66���������������
�������������	��
E#A08��,20�'.3996��9,</�700>482����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:���?<98��03,@49<,6
�0,6>3���,/��B0���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�&398/,�%?488�,>���������������
E',846,.��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:��',846,.��9?8>C�!0/�
4.,6��,<0��,.464>C��"998�>9���:�7���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>��������������
�����������	��
E�977?84>C� ?8.3��8998��'3,--98,�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��3?<.3�
E(3?7-�(���$,<>C����
�:�7����@,82064.,6��<00��3?<.3���,==��4>C�
�	�������	��
E�,==��4>C�*466,20��9?8.46�700>482����:�7���7?84.4:,6�-?46/482�
����������	��
E�6.93964.=��898C79?=��F!98/,C�,>�,�(470�G���:�7���$,<5=4/0��,10���
��!,48��'>��
)-6C���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66���8206,�&��,>���������������
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66��������������
�����������	��
E�6�,898�700>482����:�7���'>���<,8.4=�$,<<4=3��$42098�
E���!00>482������:�7���'>���9=0:3��3?<.3�����
�"���<2C60�&/���!00>482�A466�-0�306/�48
>30�3,66�80B>�>9�>30�64>>60�=>980�.3?<.3��
�������������	��
E':9981?6=�91�$608>C��<00��977?84>C�!0,6������:�7��� 00&9C��6,<5��?46/482������<008
'>����,<9��#:08�>9�,8C980�A,8>482�,�39>��3970�=>C60�70,6�
�����������	��
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66��������������

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Kathleen A. Fromme, 35,
Saginaw, was sentenced to 365 days
in the county jail and 60 months pro-
bation following her plea of guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor – with
an occupant under the age of 16
years, second offense, Aug. 3 in
Caro.  She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, she was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $1,258 plus restitution of
$120 and attorneys fees of $500.

*Rachelle L. Neal, 35, Mayville,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail
and 24 months probation following
her plea of guilty to a charge of con-
spiracy to deliver/manufacture
methamphetamine/Ecstasy between
Dec. 23, 2014, and June 30, 2015, in
Caro.

She was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Doris A. Mosher, 24, Vassar, was
sentenced to 12 months probation
following her pleas of no contest to
two counts of being a prisoner in
possession of contraband, attempted
stealing/retaining a financial trans-
action device without consent of the
device holder, possession of mari-
juana, and two counts of retail fraud,
second degree, Aug. 7-10, in Caro.

She was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $544 plus restitu-
tion of $242.82.

*Tyler C. Gokey, 24, Caro, was
sentenced to 180 days in jail and 60
months probation following his con-
viction on a charge of larceny in a
building July 5 in Caro.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,258 plus restitution
of $4.95 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Crystal M. Emery, 36, Akron,
pleaded no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of metham-
phetamine/Ecstasy, possession of
methamphetamine/Ecstasy, and the
purchase/possession of ephedrine
and/or pseudoephedrine for the pur-
pose of manufacturing methamphet-
amine/Ecstasy between July 8 and
Sept. 14 in Juniata Township.  She
was also convicted of being an

habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Bert F. Emerson Jr., 53, Deford,
pleaded guilty to a charge of posses-
sion of ammunition by a felon Oct.
30, 2014, in Kingston Township.  He
was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Sean M. Macauley, 35, Saginaw,
pleaded no contest to careless dis-
charge of a firearm – causing injury
or death June 6 in Gilford Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kristina J. Farr, 40, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to retail fraud,
first degree (involving property val-
ued at $200 to $1,000) March 7 in
Caro.  She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$2,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Derek A. Williams, 36, Clio,
pleaded guilty to a charge of aggra-
vated stalking July 13-14 in Arbela
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$20,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brandon P. Hutchinson, 32, Caro,
pleaded guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by fail-
ing to report an updated place of
employment Aug. 11 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Anthony J. Thompson, 20,
Millington, pleaded guilty to
charges of larceny from a motor
vehicle and attempting to lie to a
peace officer July 12 in Millington
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two

prior felony convictions).
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Pamela S. Bates, 46, Brown City,
pleaded guilty to altering or forging a
motor vehicle title Feb. 16 in the vil-
lage of Kingston/Koylton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Robert E. Packard, 26, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to five counts of
child sexually abusive activity and
five counts of possession of child
sexually abusive material between
Jan. 31 and April 22, 2014.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$200,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Albert H. Kitchen Jr., 43, Marlette,

pleaded guilty to two counts of man-
ufacture/delivery of a counterfeit
prescription form March 11 in
Koylton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Arek J. Creason, 20, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assault with intent to commit sexual
penetration Aug. 3-4 in Kingston
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Wayne A. West, 37, Caro, was sen-

tenced to 93 days in jail following
his pleas of no contest to driving
while his license was suspended or
revoked, and two counts of mali-
cious destruction of property totaling
$200 to $1,000 July 2 in Vassar.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $2,725.

*Brandon M. Smith, 24, Caro,
pleaded no contest to armed robbery
Oct. 16, 2014, in Caro.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola Sheriff’s deputies are con-
tinuing their investigation into a two-
vehicle collision in which one of the
motorists was reportedly driving
without her headlights on last
Wednesday night.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene – M-15 near Rupprecht Road
in Vassar Township – at about 6:20
p.m., according to Tuscola County
Undersheriff Glen Skrent.

“Through drivers’ statements and
witness statements, they determined

that a 32-year-old female from Bay
City was driving southbound on M-
15. The driver was reported to have
been in the northbound lane and
driving without the headlights on,”
Skrent said.  “A 36-year-old female
from Reese was northbound and
attempted to avoid the other driver
and swerved into the southbound
lane.  At that time the other driver
also attempted to swerve back into
the southbound lane and they collid-
ed head-on.

“The female driver from Bay City
was injured and transported to
Covenant Hospital with non-life

threatening injuries,” Skrent report-
ed, adding the other driver and her
toddler son were also injured.  They
were also transported to Covenant
Hospital for non-life threatening
injuries.

“Alcohol may have been a factor in
the crash with the Bay City driver,”
he said.  “The investigation contin-
ues and will be turned over to the
prosecutor’s office for review.”

MMR Ambulance along with the
Reese and Vassar police departments
and the Vassar Fire Department
assisted deputies at the scene.

Deputies: driver had headlights off

Sanilac deputies field flurry of accidents
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
say the first real blast of winter
weather in the Thumb contributed to
a flurry of traffic crashes – 11 in all –
over a period of hours early last
week.

Deputies responded to all of the
crashes Monday before 3:30 p.m. on
the east, according to Sgt. Ron
DuBois.

“Lake effect snowfall amounts
above predicted totals, coupled with
strong winds and cold temperatures
caused multiple accidents, predomi-
nantly on the east side of the coun-
ty,” DuBois said.  “Sheriff’s deputies
responded to one accident after

another for most of the morning and
early afternoon hours until the pri-
mary weather pattern broke.

DuBois said the crashes included
three involving injuries – a two-vehi-
cle crash on Maple Grove Road, near
Basler Road that sent one person to
the hospital with minor injuries; a
one-vehicle accident, also involving
minor injuries, on Lakeshore Road
near Mills Road; and a one-vehicle
rollover accident with minor injuries
on Wildcat Road near Galbraith Line
Road.

Property damage accidents were
reported near the intersections of
Applegate and Church roads (semi-
truck went into a ditch), Ruth and
Forester roads (vehicle slid into a
ditch), South Lakeshore and

Shorward roads (two-vehicle colli-
sion), North Lakeshore and Custer
roads (vehicle slid off roadway), and
Brown and Peck roads (vehicle slid
into a ditch).  In addition, car-deer
crashes were reported near the inter-
sections of Ubly and Cumber roads,
North Sandusky and Nichol roads,
and Shepherd and Burns Line roads.

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki is reminding drivers to slow
down during hazardous weather and
factor extra time into their travel
plans.

“Slower traveling speeds and pay-
ing full attention while driving will
give motorists more time to react to
potential hazards this winter sea-
son,” Biniecki said.



Lately my work email inbox has been saturated with tons of emails
urging me to act now so I can lose 25 pounds fast and fit into that
bikini by summer.

Aside from the frightening vision that thought conjures up, these
types of emails irk me.  They waste my time and, more importantly,
encourage women and men to take another look at themselves in the
mirror so they’ll feel bad about themselves and then spend money on
something that probably isn’t going to work (let’s face it; most of
these pitches are gimmicks that promise results with little or no
effort).
As if most of us could ever look in the mirror and not obsess (at least

a little) about this wrinkle or that sag or…well, you get the idea.
Sure, companies are certain to guilt someone into buying their magic

shake or food plan – that’s why many of them are still in business —
but it’s not exactly a win-win, right?
Okay, so weight can be a health issue.  I get that.  But some of these

companies target just about every woman who isn’t a size six.  As if
having hips is a crime or disease.

It’s unfortunate that we’re so delusional when it comes to our bod-
ies and our self-esteem.  I suppose we can blame television shows,
commercials and movies for much of that.  But we have ourselves to
blame, too, for believing that the images we’re bombarded with rep-
resent reality.

They don’t.
I’m willing to bet that a number of the beautiful people you see on

the big screen aren’t nearly as perfect before spending a couple hours
in a make-up chair.  You might also be a bit shocked if you saw them
in person without benefit of the sort of technology they have at their
disposal today – computer programs that soften images, smooth here,
lift there, etc.

Like I said, most of us are forced to live with our unsightly bulges,
thinning hairlines and arm flab here on Planet Reality.

Even if we didn’t, how many of us would really like to live the sort
of lives many of these extraordinarily beautiful people seem to live –
filled with drama, divorce, domestic violence, substance abuse and
criminal behavior, not to mention the sort of narcissism that defies
logic of any kind.

I guess I can understand how a celebrity could become completely
self-centered when they have more money than they know what to do
with, and they are surrounded by people telling them they’re beauti-
ful.  What I can’t figure out are the sort of people who pay money to
watch them do whatever it is they do that made them famous.

But I digress (plus, that’s a whole other column).
Anyway, it seems to me all the time and effort spent on beauty is,

eventually, going to go by the wayside, courtesy of time.
But back to reality, where the most fortunate of us have figured out

that beauty really is just skin deep, where those fortunate enough to
have found their soul mate feel blessed for a lifetime, regardless of
their better half’s physical imperfections.
And where, if we’re smart, we make an effort to let our friends and

loved ones know that they are beautiful people, and that we value
their presence in our lives because of what they bring – not for how
much they weigh or because of their flawless complexion. 
That thought always occurs to me when my wife is tempted to point

out something she isn’t happy about after looking into a mirror.  I hate
that, because I can’t help but see the same beautiful woman she’s
always been.

If she could see herself the way I do – the way many men on this
planet see their soul mates — I probably wouldn’t be so critical of
those silly emails littering my inbox.  
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Beauty skin deep?
On my planet, yes
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)

Ryleigh Middaugh announces the
engagement of her parents, Caitlyn
Rickett and Tony Middaugh. Caitlyn
is the daughter of Wendy Rickett of
Cass City and Steven Rickett of East
Tawas. She is a 2008 graduate of
Cass City High School. Tony is the
son of Dori Russell of Cass City,
Edward Middaugh of Port Austin,
and Ron Russell of Cass City. He is
a 2009 graduate of Cass City High
School and currently serves on the
Cass City Fire Department. Tony
proposed to Caitlyn at the NASCAR
races in Brooklyn at the Michigan
International Speedway. The couple
is currently planning a December
2011 wedding.

Jon Zdrojewski recently presented
Shari Bock, food service director for
the Cass City Public Schools, with a
check for $1,000 on behalf of the
Cass City Gavel Club. The money
will be used to help fund the Cass
City BackPack program. “We are
currently filling 96 bags each week
for students to take home for extra
nutrition on the weekends,” Bock
said. “We have also received dona-
tions this year from the Pinney
Foundation, Rawson Foundation
(and) United Way as well as many
individual donors,” she added. “We
need to raise $9,600 each year to
continue to fill our current need and
we could not do it without the gener-
ous donations from Cass City service
clubs and community members.
Their donations are greatly appreci-
ated.”

10 YEARS AGO (2006) 

When it comes to recreation,
Nathan Haag didn’t write the book,
but the Cass City resident has been
around sports and other organized
activities all of his life. Which is why
Cass City Village officials have
tapped the 24-year-old to serve as the
village’s new parks and recreation
director. “Nathan is a very skilled
young man. Everybody I’ve talked to
really respects him, and we’re
expecting great things from him,”
village Manager Peter Cristiano said.
For Haag, the new job represents yet
another hat he’ll wear on the job.
Haag, who played varsity football
and baseball when he attended Cass
City High School, is also a former
village of Cass City lifeguard.

Megan Suzette Powell and Jason
Charles Barrigar, both of Cass City,
announce their engagement. Megan
is the daughter of Morris and Pamela
Powell of Cass City. She is currently
employed as a hairdresser. Jason is
the son of Randy Barrigar of Caro
and Michele Barrigar of Cass City.
He is currently a student at Ferris
State University and will graduate in
May 2007 with a Bachelor’s Degree
in biology. An Aug. 12, 2006 wed-
ding is being planned at the Cass
City United Methodist Church. 

25 YEARS AGO (1991)

Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Sawdon of
Deford announce the engagement of
their daughter, Lori Kay Sawdon, to
Karl Shea Walker, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Walker of Port Arthur,
Texas.  Miss Sawdon, a graduate of
Central Michigan University, earned
a bachelor of science in business
administration degree and is
employed as an account representa-
tive for the Dow Chemical Co. in
Midland. Walker, a graduate of
Texas A & M, holds a bachelor of
science degree in business manage-
ment and is a sales representative for
the Dow Chemical Co. in Dallas,
Texas.

Several area residents are among
those named to the dean’s list at
Great Lakes Junior College, Caro
campus, for the fall 1990 term. They
are Tracy Crawford, Norma Fisher,
Amy Francis, Raymond Grider,
Carol Langley, Dawn Lipe, Marilyn
Truemner, Jeffrey Tuckey, Karen
Turner and Jacquelyn Yost, all of
Cass City; James Brown of Snover,
Marcie Draschil of Owendale,
Pamela Furlong of Kingston,
Dorothy Haag of Gagetown, Brenda
Parrish of Decker and Joan Hahn and
Nanette Hosner, both of Deford. In
order to be named to the dean’s list,
a student must achieve a grade point
average of at least 3.5.

A total of 1,141 students, including
4 from Cass City, achieved place-

ment on the fall quarter dean’s list at
Michigan Technological University,
Houghton, by earning a grade point
average of 3.5 or higher.
The local students are Edward K.
Bergman, a junior majoring in
mechanical engineering; Michael T.
Bills, a freshman majoring in
mechanical engineering; Deborah E.
Blue, a senior majoring in biological
sciences, and Tamela L. Hutchinson,
a freshman majoring in medical
technology.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  

George Richards will be 100 years
old Wednesday, Jan. 21. He has
never moved from the place he was
born almost a century ago, a farm a
quarter-mile east of M-53, on
Richards Road, two miles south of
Hemans. The Lamotte Township
farm is only two years older than he
is. His parents were both born in this
country, apparently both in
Michigan, Richards had two brothers
and two sisters. He was the middle
one of the five. At age 99, his mem-
ory is not what it once was. “As I
remember it,” he said of the sur-
rounding area when he was growing
up, “it was all pretty new around
here.” George married his wife
Mabel, now 95, she was a practical
nurse, who delivered many babies.
Her maiden name was Woods. In
addition to his farming, Richards
was a justice of the peace for many
years and served on the township
board of review.
Michelle Palmer is the Campus Life

Sweetheart candidate from Cass City
High School. She will be competing
for the title at the sweetheart pageant
on Feb. 14 at Vassar High School
against candidates representing other
Tuscola and Sanilac county high
schools. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Wilbur Palmer of Cass
City. Proceeds from the fund raising
project are used to further the work
of the Campus Life organization. 

Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners members are Paul
Nagy, Vassar, elected board chair-
man, Bill Clark, Vassar, the only new
member this year, Ken Kennedy,
Millington, Margaret Wenta,
Fostoria, Royce Russell, Gagetown,
Donna Rayl, Akron, the vice-chair-
man, and J. Benson Collon, Caro.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)

Who says a woman’s place is in the
home? It could be on the business
end of a fire hose, according to Mrs.
Danny Gee of Cass City. Mrs. Gee,
26, says she’s seriously considering
applying for a position on the
Elkland Township Fire Department.
She hasn’t made up her mind yet and
says it may be two or three months
before she decides. “I would very
much like to be a member of the
department,” Mrs. Gee, whose hus-
band is already a member of the
department, told the Chronicle last
week. “I enjoy helping people and
this is one way to do it.” Mrs. Gee
says the fact that she’s a woman
should have nothing to do with
whether or not she’s accepted.

Maynard McConkey, Cass City, a
veteran of township and county poli-
tics, was elected Chairman of the
Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners at the board’s orga-
nizational meeting Tuesday at the
courthouse in Caro.

The belated annual holiday get-
together of the Patch and Wentworth
families was held Sunday at
Shabbona Hall with 40 present.
Attending from a distance included
William Patch and family and Cathy
Stewart of Harrison and Mr. and
Mrs. Lawrence Wentworth of
Almont. Following the dinner,
games were played.
Jeanne E. Alexander of Cass City is

among the outstanding scholars on
Alma College’s Term Honors List
for the first term of the 1976-77 aca-
demic year. Miss Alexander, a senior
at Alma and a graduate of Cass City
High School, is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Alexander of Cass
City.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)   

Mr. and Mrs. Vilas Moore and fam-
ily of North Branch visited Mrs.
Stephen Moore Sunday. 

Mrs. Lloyd Finkbeiner was a
Sunday dinner guest of Mrs. Ruth

Finkbeiner.
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Loomis

returned home Saturday from
Williamston where they had spent
several days with Mr. and Mrs. A. J.
Murray and family.

Mr. and Mrs. Harvey Foote of
Argyle announce the engagement of
their daughter, Ellen Kay, to Pvt.
Edward James Pfaff. Miss Foote is a
1965 graduate of Deckerville High
School. Plaff also graduated from
Deckerville in 1964. He is now serv-
ing in the U.S. Army at Fort Knox,
Ky.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)

As a convenience to automobile
operators residing in the eastern part
of Tuscola County, Sheriff Lewis
Massoll has arranged to issue driv-
ers’ licenses in Cass City on Friday,
January 10, from 9:00 a. m. to 5:00
p. m., and each Friday thereafter
until further notice. Vernon Everett,
chief deputy sheriff, will be in
charge of this service and may be
found at the council room each
Friday. A similar service has been
established at Vassar for the conven-
ience of residents in the southern
part of the county. Mr. Everett will
be in that village on Thursdays.
Probably more than one Rotary Ann

exclaimed “Where did you get that
hat?” when her better half came
home from the Rotary luncheon on
Tuesday. If she thought the hat was
ill-fitting, she should have seen
Auctioneer Willis Campbell wield
the big shears and cut several lids
that appeared worse to him and for
which he received only low bids.
Rotarians were surprised after their
luncheon at Hotel Gordon on
Tuesday, to see a tableful of their
hats brought into the dining room by
Willis Campbell and Otto Prieskorn
and to hear the announcement that
the hats would be sold at auction.
Proceeds reached a figure approach-
ing $24.00 which went into the crip-
pled children’s fund.

John Mark of Cass City and Mrs.
Susanna Johnston of Lum were qui-
etly married on Thursday evening,
January 2, in the home of Rev. E. M.
Gibson, pastor of the Mennonite
Brethren in Christ Churches of
Riverside and Mizpah. They were
attended by Mr. and Mrs. Clare
Tuckey. Mrs. Tuckey is a niece of
Mrs. Johnston. Immediately follow-
ing the wedding, a dinner was served
to the bridal party and the immediate
families, in the home of Mr. and Mrs.
E. A. Wanner. Mr. and Mrs. Mark
will make their home on South
Seeger Street in Cass City.

100 YEARS AGO (1916)

Mr. and Mrs. Hugh McColl cele-
brated their golden wedding anniver-
sary at their home Tuesday, January
11. Five of their seven children were
able to be present, Mr. and Mrs. D.H.
McColl of Greenleaf, Mr. and Mrs.
R. A. Rich and children of
Deckerville, Mrs. Crissie Giesel and
Mrs. E. F. Kreimen of Saginaw and
Mr. and Mrs. G. W. London and chil-
dren. The absent ones are Dr. A. C.
McColl of Oklahoma City, Okla.,
and Mrs. E. F. Kempter of Corvallis,
Mont. Other guests were Hector
Livingston of Greenleaf, Mr. and
Mrs. Levi Delong, Mr. and Mrs. D.
R. Graham, Mr. and Mrs. William
Crandell and two daughters, Hiram
Crandell and Rev. and Mrs. H. C.
Hayward.

Sheriff Holcomb brought the first
“grist” to the new mill of the Elkland
Milling Co. and G. E. Krapf sold the
Company the first wheat. N.
Bigelow has bargained for the first
sack of flour manufactured by the
Midget Marvel, the new flour mill
installed in the plant. Harvey Hyde,
manager of the mill, expected to
commence the manufacture of flour
yesterday.

At the annual meeting of members
of the Case City Fair held Tuesday
afternoon, C. J. Striffler was elected
president; S. F. Bigelow, vice presi-
dent; H.L. Hunt, secretary; F.J. Nash,
Jr., treasurer; John Marshall, Richard
Bayley and John Reagh were elected
directors for terms of three years. In
the selection of the above named
officers and directors, all were re-
elected to succeed themselves except
Mr. Reagh, who commences on his
first term as director.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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CMU med students
to serve patients at
local clinic, hospital

Brett Pierce

Hills and Dales General Hospital
officials recently announced a con-
tinued partnership with Central
Michigan University’s (CMU)
Comprehensive Community
Clerkship program, part of the CMU
Medical School.

CMU College of Medicine has a
strong emphasis on rural and med-
ically underserved regions.  Hills and
Dales welcomed four students last
July and now will welcome two
more.

“This clerkship allows the students
to gain essential experience in a rural
setting,” said Danielle Blaine, direc-
tor of public relations for the Cass
City hospital.  “Beginning Jan. 18,
two CMU Medical Students will
partner with Dr. Surendra Raythatha
(Dr. Ray) at the Cass City Family
Practice.

“Thomas Lindsay, from Grand
Rapids, is one of the students,”
Blaine noted.  “He earned his
Bachelors of Science Degree in
human biology from Michigan State
University.  Outside of med school,
Thomas enjoys hiking, camping,
swimming, cooking and staying
active.

“Brett Pierce is the other student.
His hometown is Fort Lauderdale,
Fla., and Frankenmuth,” she added.
“He earned his bachelor’s degree in
biomedical sciences from Central
Michigan University.  He enjoys
sailing, skiing and playing racquet-
ball, along with being an avid Detroit
Tigers fan.

“Thomas and Brett are third year
medical students at CMU’s College
of Medicine,” Blaine said.  “They
will work with Dr. Raythatha at Hills
and Dales until July.”

While serving at the local hospital,
the students will rotate through vari-
ous departments including the emer-

gency room, surgery and the med-
ical/surgery floor.

Thomas Lindsay

Principal Aaron Fernald commented.  “I think what we have is a good snap-
shot of what we have and where we need to improve.”
All three administrators agreed state officials need to – and probably will –

improve the turnaround time between when the M-STEP is administered and
the compilation and release of the testing results to local school officials.

They also agreed that school officials need more detailed results that out-
line what specific skills students lack or excel in within each testing area,
enabling schools to concentrate on skills that need to be improved.

“I don’t think it’s any time to panic,” said Hartel, who added the test results
will not be part of teachers’ evaluations for three years.  “I think there’s just
some frustration.  Now that we have the data, we don’t know what it means.”

Hartel indicated he believes state officials will, in time, provide schools
with more detailed results, and he acknowledged the motivation behind
developing the new exam.

“We have a lot of work to do,” he said.  “We know it is right to ensure
stronger standards and tougher assessments for our students, and we’re
working every day to deliver the results they need.”

First M-STEP scores low
Continued from page one.
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DID THE GERMS CATCH YOU?
WE’RE HERE TO HELP!

FILL YOUR
PRESCRIPTION
NEEDS AT OUR

HOSPITAL DRIVE
PHARMACY

6190 Hospital Drive
Cass City • 989-912-6061

Our After Hours Clinic 
is open 7 Days a Week!
Monday - Thursday: 5 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday: 1 p.m. - 9 p.m.  
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

4672 Hill St., Cass City • 989-912-6114

Flu Shots 
Still 

Available

TUSCOLA COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies are asking for the public’s help in

identifying the owner of this motorcycle, which deputies recently recovered

and believed might be stolen.  “It is part of an on-going investigation into four

wheeler and motorcycle thefts throughout the area,” Undersheriff Glen

Skrent explained, adding the owner of the bike pictured above is asked con-

tact Sgt. James Hook at (989) 673-8161 (ext. 2232).

Have you seen this motorcyle?

Baker College designated a “top
school” for servicemen, veterans

Baker College has been designated
a Top School by Military Advanced
Education and Transition (MAET) in
its 2016 Guide to Colleges and
Universities.
MAET is a journal of higher educa-

tion for service members and veter-
ans making the transition from mili-
tary to the civilian sector.

The guide provides the foundation-
al information a prospective student
would use to frame his or her educa-
tional needs. Rankings are the result
of a questionnaire completed by
more than 600 institutions of higher
learning that measures best practices
in military and veteran education.
The schools are ranked on six meas-

ures: military culture, financial aid,
flexibility, general support, on-cam-
pus support, and online support serv-
ices

Assisting MAET in developing the
measures and questionnaire was an
advisory board of educational and
government experts along with crite-
ria based on recommendations from
the Department of Veterans Affairs
and other military services.

“This is another significant desig-
nation by veteran-focused media that
identifies Baker College as a top
choice for active and veteran mem-
bers of the military,” said Christy
Brasfield, Baker College advisor and
military education officer, and a U.S.
Air Force veteran.

“Our military services team is

focused on helping military-connect-
ed students obtain quality higher
education degrees,” Brasfield added.
“Some of the benefits offered to
those with military experience
include comprehensive educational
counseling, waived fees, reduced
tuition and lifetime career services.”

The Baker College military servic-
es team assists military-connected
students in identifying educational
benefits and other needed services,
such as medical claims and emer-
gency needs. This assistance is pro-
vided at on-ground campuses and
virtually for those enrolled in online
programs. Outside agency represen-
tatives also visit campus monthly as
additional resources.

In addition to individual services,
Baker College has a student veteran
organization and quarterly events for

military-connected students.
MAET Editor Kelly Fodel said,

“Our goal is to be a dynamic
resource for active service members
and those who have moved from the
military to their civilian careers,
helping them find the school that
best fits their plans for the future.
This year’s guide is our most com-
prehensive to-date, thanks to our
newly established advisory board,
(which) evaluated the drafts of the
questionnaire, made pages of notes
and suggestions, and helped to rede-
fine questions for clarity.”
The guide is available at www.mae-

kmi.com.
For more information about Baker

College military services, contact
Brasfield at (810) 766-2212 or mili-
tary@baker.edu, or visit
www.baker.edu.

tion for the important work of school
boards should be a year-round

Trustees deserve our recognition
Continued from page three.

process, but too often we neglect to
recognize the dedication and hard
work of these men and women.  This
month, we ask that all members of
the community take a moment and
thank a school board member.

The current members of the Cass
City Board of Education are:
President Alice Zaleski, Vice
President Craig Bellew, Treasurer
Dave Osentoski, Secretary Janie
Meeker, and trustees Dan Manwell,
Stacy Bliss and Emily Phillips.

To each of you, a job well done!

Sincerely,

Jeff Hartel, superintendent
Cass City Public Schools

Tuscola County Farm Bureau is
hosting a free Ag Career and College
Night today (Wednesday) for all area
students in grades seven through 12.

The workshop, targeting students
interesting in pursuing a career in an
agriculture-related field, will be held
at the Tuscola Technology Center,
1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro, from 6 to 8
p.m., with registration starting at
5:45 p.m.

More than 20 employers will be
represented at the event, and students
are encouraged to bring their
resumes.  The night will include food
and prizes for participants.

Student ag
career and
college meet
slated today

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $20/year ~ Call 872-2010
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Sergeant.  After returning home from
the service, he worked in the family
gas station with his father and later
purchased the business.  In addition,
he and his wife Lottie owned and
operated a grocery store in Wilmont
known as “Charlies Market”  and he
drove school bus at Kingston
Community Schools for 12 ½ years.
He later worked for General Cable in
Cass City and retired from Saginaw
Steering Gear after 22 ½ years of
service.

Eugene served as a Boy Scout
Leader, was a member of the Knights
of Columbus and the Wilmont
Catholic Church.  He enjoyed gar-
dening, playing cards, and loved
fishing and spending time with his
family.

Surviving are his wife of 66 years,
Lottie; daughters Judith (Dennis)
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WINTER IS A cold and bleak season in Michigan – most of the time.  But even

in the midst of frigid temperatures, Thumb area residents are occasionally

treated to a colorful sunset, such as this on photographed near Cass City

Saturday night.
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Eugene Hergenreder

Eugene H. Hergenreder, 92, of
Kingston, died Saturday, January 2,
2016 after a short illness.  

Eugene was

born July 17,
1923 at home in Kingston to the late
Henry and Katherine (Zollner)
Hergenreder. 
He married Lottie Marie Woidan on

July 3, 1949.
He enlisted in the U.S. Marine

Corps. while attending high school
and later received his GED.   He was
honorably discharged from the serv-
ice after serving two tours of duty
and reaching the rank of Staff

Nepper and Joan (Fred) Peter, all of
Caro, and son Eugene (Sharon)
Hergenreder Jr. of Cass City; grand-
children, Steven (Farrah) Hammett,
Michelle (Kenneth) Buggia, Michael
(Carrie) Peter, Brandon Hergenreder,
and Allison Hergenreder; 8 great-
grandchildren; many nieces and
nephews.    

He was predeceased by his sister
Lucille Jakubowski. 

Cremation has taken place and a
private service was held.  In lieu of
flowers, those considering memorial
contributions are asked to consider
memorial contributions to the
Kingston VFW Post 3719 Ross St.,
Kingston MI 48741 or Heartland
Hospice 1429 Straits Dr., Bay City
MI 48706.  

To sign an online guestbook, visit
www.cremationsocietymidmi.com. 

Robin Russell

Robin Marie Russell, 56, of Cass
City, died Monday, January 4, 2016
in her home following a short illness.  

She was born November 14, 1959
in Caro to Louis Charles and Dolores
Mae (Thane) Cheek.  

She married George Erwin Russell
February 2, 1979 in the First
Presbyterian Church of Cass City.

Robin worked for Walmart in Bad
Axe as the HBA Department
Manager, retiring in 2015 after more
than 20 years of service.  When the
children were young she and George
served 4-H as volunteer sheep super-
intendent at the local fair.  Robin
loved camping and spending time at
their property in West Branch with
family.  She loved Jeeping at Silver
Lake and climbed the highest hills.
The grandchildren were the center of
her life and she never told them No.
Robin always kept her “girls” close
by, her dachshunds Evelyn and Ellie.

Robin is survived by her husband,
George; children:  Marie (Bryan)
Koch of Gagetown, Keith Russell of
Cass City, Amy (Jimmy) Sattelberg

of Deford, Mike (Kathy) Russell of
Decker; grandchildren:  Bryce,
Kaylee, Tanner, Kirsten, Toby, Cody,
Jason (Tiffany), Cole, Aidan; great-
grandson, Logan; father, Louis
Cheek of Zephyrhills, FL; sisters:
Carol Ann (Ed) Gonzales of
Essexville, Vera (Bill) Parmenter of
Unionville; brother, Charles Cheek
of Oklahoma City, OK; many nieces
and nephews.   

Robin is also survived by George’s
siblings and their families.  She was
preceded in death by her mother,
Dolores Cheek.   
A funeral service was held  January

7 in Kranz Funeral Home – Cass
City with Brad Speirs of Novesta
Church of Christ officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery.  Memorials
may be made to the Family
Discretionary Fund.  
Family and friends may share mem-

ories, prayers and stories with the
family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements were made by Kranz
Funeral Home of Cass City.

Delphine McKillop

Delphine McKillop, age 83, of
Imlay City, passed away suddenly
after a short illness Monday,
December 21, 2015 at Hyde Park
Assisted Living in Flushing.  

Delphine M. Erla was born on July
20, 1932 in Hamtramck, Michigan.
She was the daughter of John and
Genevieve Erla. She grew up in

Imlay City.  Delphine graduated with
the Class of 1950 from Imlay City
High School. She married Eugene
"Spike" K. McKillop on August 22,
1953 in Imlay City.  

Delphine was a member of Sacred
Heart Catholic Church and she
actively assisted in the Imlay City

Rotary Club with their fund raising.
She was a supervisor at General
Telephone & Electric for 20 years.
Delphine was an avid fan of watch-
ing the Detroit Tigers and Detroit
Piston ball games, and making trips
to the casinos.  

Delphine is survived by daughters:
Jan (Paul) Franklin of Manhattan
Beach, CA and Karen (James) Kline
of Flushing. Her grandchildren:
Jason Kline, Jeff Kline, Ryan
Franklin and Trevor Franklin. Her
brothers and sisters: Lorraine Klimas
of Sterling Heights, Chuck (Agnes)
Erla of Cass City, Doris (Tom)
Sieland of GA, Arnold (Sharon) Erla
of Cass City, Don (Mary Lou) Erla
of Cass City, Dan (Marlene) Erla of
Cass City, Marilyn Erla of Cass City,
and Clark (Pat) Erla of AZ.  
She is preceded in death by her hus-

band: Eugene "Spike" McKillop,
brother: Richard Erla and sisters:
Florence Pijanowski and Gertie Erla. 
A funeral service was held Monday,
December 28, 2015 at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Imlay City.
Father "Doc" Ortman will officiate.
Burial will follow at Imlay Township
Cemetery. 
Many thanks to the staff of Hyde

Park Assisted Living for the wonder-
ful care that Delphine received.
Funeral arrangements made by Muir
Brothers Funeral Home of Imlay
City. 

Please be sure to sign our on-line
register book at muirbrothersfh.com


