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A trip to Jared’s?
Maybe after this...
Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

DNR hopes deal will

boost perch numbers

Page 16

Deputies probing Ubly

hunt club break-in
Page 4

AN ESTIMATED 350 to

400 people attended the

50th annual – and final –

New Year’s Eve Gospel

Sing hosted by the Cass

City Laymen’s Club

Thursday night at Cass

City High School. 

STATE REP. EDWARD “Ned” Canfield, whose district is comprised of

Tuscola and Huron counties, addresses those in attendance at the 2015

Sanctity of Life ceremony.  This year’s event, again sponsored by the Tuscola

County Right to Life chapter, is slated for Sunday, Jan. 17, at 3 p.m. on the

steps of the Tuscola County Courthouse in Caro.

Extension millage “friends” gearing up for vote

Keller’s vision for
chamber: boosting
aid to businesses

Jan. 17 at the courthouse in Caro

Tuscola County Right to Life
chapter plans annual service

Cha-ching!
State’s minimum
wage up to $8.50
per hour in 2016

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan workers earning mini-
mum wage will start the new year off
with a little more jingle in their
pockets – 35 cents more per hour’s
worth before taxes — thanks to a
phased-in increase in the state’s min-
imum wage.

As of Jan. 1, the lowest basic pay
rate for most employees increased
from $8.15 to $8.50.  The minimum
wage was set at $7.40 in the state
before Michigan legislators passed a
bill in 2014 upping the minimum to
$8.15, with the goal of increasing the
rate by 25 percent over a period of
four years.
Two more raises are scheduled over

the next three years, with the mini-
Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

“We believe that God orchestrates
the precious gift of life from the
moment of conception to the moment
of natural death.  We will defend the
right of life for all mankind, espe-
cially the helpless unborn, the elder-
ly, and those considered handi-
capped.”

Members and supporters of the
Tuscola County Right to Life chapter
annually share that message during
an annual Sanctity of Life memorial
service each January on the steps of
the Tuscola County Courthouse, and

this year will be no different.
Dozens of area residents are expect-

ed to take part in the brief service,
slated for Sunday, Jan. 17, starting at
3 p.m.  This year’s keynote speaker
will be former Tuscola County
Register of Deeds Dan Grimshaw.

“The memorial service will include
a short message from Mr. Grimshaw,
prayer, the singing of God Bless
America and the taking of a group
photograph,” said Jim McLoskey, a
member of the Tuscola County Right
to Life chapter.  “The event is open
to the general public and is one of
numerous, similar events being held
in Michigan and across the entire
country.”

Nearly 43 years have passed since
the landmark Supreme Court rulings
that changed our nation’s response to
pregnancy.  Forty-three years and the
words Roe v. Wade and Doe v.
Bolton still darken the hearts of all
who defend the right to life, said
Right to Life of Michigan President
Barbara Listing.

“Because of Roe and Doe, abortion
is legal through all nine months of
pregnancy,” Listing said.  “Because
of Roe and Doe, hundreds of thou-
sands of people will peacefully
march in January in Washington,
D.C., to be a pro-life witness,
protesting the so-called right to an

Please turn to page 8.

Michigan Sugar Co. eyes
$125 million in upgrades

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The new year is just a few days old,
but supporters of MSU Extension
services and programs in Tuscola
County are already looking ahead to
spring – Tuesday, March 8, to be spe-
cific.

The date is an important one, not
only because it marks the presiden-
tial primary election, but also
because county residents will be
asked to approve a special millage
that would secure the financial future
of local Extension programs, includ-
ing 4-H.

With roughly 60 days to make their
case to communities throughout the
county, members of the Friends of
MSU Extension are slated to gather
Thursday, Jan. 7, at 5:30 p.m. at the
MSU Extension Office on Green
Street, to further organize their cam-
paign to get out the “yes” vote.

The meeting is open to anyone
interested and willing to lend a hand;

4-H alumni, past leaders and current
volunteers are all encouraged to
attend, as is anyone who benefits
from the myriad of other programs
provided by Extension, according to
committee member Jackie Garner.

The Tuscola County Board of
Commissioners, faced with a pro-
jected general fund deficit of several
hundred thousand dollars over the
next few years, voted last summer to
cut off funding for Extension pro-
grams.

However, commissioners also
approved placing a special millage
request of .1 of a mill on the March 8
ballot to replace that funding.  And,
they passed a motion to continue
financially supporting local
Extension programs until the elec-
tion and – presuming voters support
the millage – until tax revenue from
the millage is collected.
If approved, the tax would be levied

in each of the next six years, generat-
ing an estimated $173,000 in the first
year.  The levy would cost the owner

of a $100,000 home about $5 more a
year in taxes, and the revenue would
be used to pay for not only 4-H pro-
grams, but also a host of profession-
al agriculture services and nutrition
programs provided through the
Extension office in Caro.
“(This millage) is so very important

to the agricultural community we

live in,” commented Garner, who
was recently reelected president of
the Tuscola County 4-H Council and
also serves as treasurer of the county
fair board.
“MSUE has a value that many don’t

realize, and I encourage everyone to
educate themselves on the impact
that their programming, adminis-

tered through that office, has.  They
may not see it in their everyday lives,
but it is there in the background,”
Garner added.

Those programs include:
*Agriculture and natural resources

– educational programs and on-farm
research (production practices, vari-

Please turn to page 4.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Judy Keller barely had time to settle in to her new position as administra-
tor of the Cass City Chamber of Commerce in early September before she

was forced to dive into organization of the town’s
annual Christmas in the Village celebration.

Keller hasn’t slowed down much since
December, especially with the annual chamber
dinner coming up in February.

However, the longtime Cass City resident has
also put considerable thought into her new role.
She’s determined to spruce up the local chamber’s
image and to have a greater impact on making it
easier to do business in the village – a job she says
will require business owners in the community to
take an active role in by offering her their input.

“Usually when I do something, I jump in with
both feet,” said Keller, who previously served the Cass City Chamber of
Commerce as a board member.  “I want to see the chamber grow and do
more to help businesses, but I need the businesses’ help to help me do that.

“Our goal now is to rebuild the chamber.  I want to see more businesses
join so that we can help them out more,” she added.

Judy Keller

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan Sugar Company officials
hope to garner enough support from
its grower/owners to proceed with
plans to invest $125 million on infra-
structure improvements at its four
production facilities over the next
four years.

According to Ray VanDriessche,
director of community relations for
Michigan Sugar Company, the lion’s
share of upgrades — $57 million
worth – would take place at the com-
pany’s Croswell plant and would be
completed over a period of four to
five years.

“It has to be done in stages so it
doesn’t interrupt our ability to start
processing,” said VanDriessche, who
noted the work will include a new
fluming system ($4 million), beet
slicers ($4 million), lime kiln ($3.5
million) and beet juice tanks ($6.5
million).

Upgrades are also planned at the
company’s processing plants in
Caro, Sebewaing and Bay City.

VanDriessche said the project will
depend, in part, on a $20 million
investment from growers, who have
been offered preferred stock to gen-
erate the money.  Ballots were sent
out to growers, and a number of
them have already been returned to
the company.

“What we’re seeing coming in, is
the ballots seem to be positive.  It
looks like it’s going to be a go,”
VanDriessche said, adding the

results are expected to be reported
during Michigan Sugar’s annual
shareholders meeting, slated for
Thursday, Jan. 14, at Saginaw Valley
State University.

Please turn to page 4.
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THE GRIMSHAWS (above) perform during Cass City Laymen’s Club’s final

New Year’s Eve Gospel Sing in Cass City.  They were joined by The Thurstons

and the Calvarymen Quartet, which appeared at the first-ever local New

Year’s Eve Gospel concert and returned every year.

Charles Beyette

Charles E. Beyette, 91, of Cass
City, passed away on Tuesday,
December 29, 2015 at Northwood
Meadows in Cass City.  

He was born October 6, 1924 in
Caro, the son of the late Norman and
Gertrude (Martin) Beyette.  
Chuck was a 1942 graduate of Caro

High School, and attended Bay City
Junior College before joining the Air
Force during World War II, spending
two and a half years in Italy. 

Chuck was united in marriage on
July 30, 1948 with the former Mary
Riddering at the old First
Presbyterian Church of Dearborn.  

He received his BA, Masters and
Specialist Degree in education from
Michigan State University.  During
his career in education, he taught
school in Okemos, Pontiac and
ended his career in Birmingham as a
Junior High School Principal.
Following their retirement in 1981,
he and Mary worked at making
stained glass lamps and sold glass

items at craft shows for the next fif-
teen years. Chuck has been a mem-
ber of the Cass City Presbyterian
Church, serving as elder and deacon
on several occasions, a member of
Michigan Association of Secondary
School Principals, the Caro Masonic
Lodge, and secretary/treasurer of the
Pontiac Teachers bowling league for
many years.  He enjoyed traveling
and camping his entire life and he
and Mary would often take trips to
Michigan casinos.

Charles is survived by his loving
wife of sixty-eight years, Mary; a
daughter, Rene’e Lacombe and her
children, Todd, Brett, Rianne and
Rachelle; a son, Garth (Joyce)
Beyette and their daughter, Brogan;
and many nieces and nephews.   

A memorial service will be held in
the spring at the Ransford Collon
Funeral Home in Caro with the Rev.
Michele Hile officiating and burial
following in the Indianfields
Township Cemetery in Caro. 

Those planning an expression of
sympathy may wish to consider
memorial contributions to
Northwood Meadows in Cass City or
the First Presbyterian Church of
Cass City.  

Friends may share memories,
thoughts and prayers online at
www.RansfordCollon.com.

The family was assisted with these
arrangements by the Ransford
Collon Funeral Home of Caro.  

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s
name, address and telephone
number. The latter is in case it is
necessary to call for verification,
but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld
from publication upon request,
for an adequate reason. The
Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you
letters of a specific nature, for
instance, from a club thanking
merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Marriage is a really long race

Guest Author 
Kim Salerno

When you’ve been together a long time, you share mem-
ories that can’t ever be shared with anyone else ever
again. Things like human beings (that you created) enter-
ing this world. Deaths – of family, friends and even
beloved pets. Experiencing things like that together
changes your relationship. It deepens it. Time works that
way as well. In a good way.

My husband and I have been married a really long time.
There have certainly been bumps in the road, but we’ve
always managed to continue moving forward. Step by
step, mile by mile, we’re in this race together. I know I’m
glad to have someone running beside me. And after all
these years and all these miles he still takes my breath
away. A good race will do that to you. 
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Hollywood actress Jamie Lee Curtis has been married
for 31 years – consecutive – to the same man.
Exclamation point. In Hollywood, this is a big deal.
Heck, it’s a big deal anywhere.
Putting up with someone – and more importantly them

putting up with you – for a really long time requires
patience, endurance, courage, a case of recurring tem-
porary amnesia and the ability to put up with cold toes
in bed.
Because, let’s face it, other people (and their cold toes)

can be annoying. When you are married, you are often
one of those other people. The ability to ignore and for-
get about the annoyances helps your spouse (and you)
to not bring bodily harm upon one another (or do some-
thing nasty like use their toothbrush to clean the toilet).
I am grateful almost daily for my husband’s recurring
temporary amnesia because I am not easy to live with.
None of us is.

As far as marriage and longevity goes, thankfully my
husband is stubborn beyond words. He’s stuck with me
for a really long time. We’ve been together for more
years than a marathon has miles. And marriage is a
marathon – in the best-case scenario.

When you run a marathon (which I’ve never done, to
be fully disclosed here) I imagine you start out strong.
Those first miles click off with ease. Our first weeks of
marriage were practically like a honeymoon. Easy and
breezy with no kids or mortgage payments involved. 
We even took a couple trips to Vegas during our fledg-

ling years. And you know what they say about what
happens there. 

Then real life hit. Bills. Births. Business. Busyness.
The middle miles (or years) contain their fair share of
challenges, because you can’t catch your breath to
think, much less love on a person like they deserve.
Despite the leg cramps, dehydration and exhaustion we
forged through it together – or mostly together.
Somewhere between burping babies and balancing the
checkbook – right around mile marker 14 – we devel-
oped a rhythm and we just kept going. 

Now, more than a few years later, we’ve been married
a really long time. With that accomplishment comes a
few perks.

The annoying habits that used to bug you don’t so
much anymore. You’ve probably adopted some of those
habits yourself.

You appreciate the little things your spouse does to
make your day easier. Like making the coffee or mak-
ing the bed. You try to think of more little things you
can do in return. 

You’ve learned he dislikes emptying the clean silver-
ware from the dishwasher so when you are emptying
the dishwasher together you do that part first so he
doesn’t have to. 

He keeps tabs on your car’s gas gauge and fills it up
for you when you get down to about a quarter of a tank.
Ditto that for oil changes.

Household chores were long ago divided and decided.
You let him empty the garbage. He lets you sweep the
kitchen floor. You can’t imagine trading, but would and
could in a pinch. 

Top 5 New Year’s

Pet Resolutions

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit
any and all copy for content and size restrictions.
Final editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle
management and staff.    Deadline for classified
advertising is Monday, noon and deadline for display
advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edi-
tion.

A quick note from Gagetown resident Bill Ehrlich set the record
straight. He dropped me an email stating it was Christmas Day
1982 that the mercury hit 65 degrees not 1983 as stated in Rabbit
Tracks a couple of weeks earlier. 

**********

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources reminds hunters
that the spring turkey hunting application period is now open.

“If you are looking to hunt one of the limited-license turkey
hunts, make sure to apply now,” said DNR upland game bird spe-
cialist Al Stewart. “If you’re looking for broader statewide options
in your hunt, you may want to wait and purchase Hunt 234.”

The 2016 spring turkey season runs April 18 through May 31,
with several different hunt periods to choose from.  The Spring
Turkey Digest explains regulations, season dates and hunt units.
Hunt 234 licenses go on sale over the counter, with no application
required, March 15. Hunt 234 offers the most days to hunt, as it is
valid from May 2-31 and is open statewide except on public land
in southern Michigan.

“In Michigan, spring turkey season is a big deal,” said Stewart.
“We’re ranked seventh in the nation for turkey harvest, harvesting
over 30,000 turkeys while providing a variety of quality hunting
options.”
Through Feb. 1, a $5 spring turkey application may be purchased

anywhere hunting licenses are sold or online at www.mdnr-eli-
cense.com. Hunters may purchase only one spring turkey hunting
license.

**********

Excessive alcohol use is the third leading preventable cause of
death in the United States.  In Michigan, it costs the state $8.2 bil-
lion and is responsible for 84,215 years of potential life lost each
year.
To help promote a safe and healthy summer throughout the state,

the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) is reminding all residents to avoid excessive alcohol
consumption.

“Excessive alcohol use is associated with numerous health prob-
lems, including motor vehicle crashes, assaults, fetal alcohol spec-
trum disorders, alcohol dependence, cirrhosis, and cancer,” said
Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical executive of the MDHHS. “It’s
important that all residents understand the health consequences of
excessive alcohol consumption.”

Findings related to excessive alcohol use among adults in
Michigan were recently released by the American Journal of
Public Health article, “Drinking Patterns in US Counties from
2002 to 2012” and the associated interactive health map.  This new
research from the Institute for Health Metrics and Education pro-
vides county-level estimates of excessive drinking, which
MDHHS can use as part of its surveillance efforts and to help plan
for interventions to reduce excessive alcohol use in Michigan com-
munities.
The research from the Institute for Health Metrics and Education

shows that women are increasingly at risk for complications and
dangers associated with alcohol consumption. Additionally,
women are especially vulnerable to the effects of alcohol because
of their bodies’ size and how they process alcohol.

Women also have more health risks from excessive alcohol use,
including sexual assault, breast cancer, and harming a baby if
drinking while pregnant.

In Michigan, as well as across the country, women’s excessive
drinking behaviors are increasing at a higher rate than men’s.

While 2012 prevalence of binge drinking was almost twice as
high in men (27.5 percent) compared to women (14.8 percent), the
increase in binge drinking from 2005 to 2012 was 21.3 percent for
women, compared to 3.8 percent for men.  Heavy drinking among
women in the same time period rose 31.6 percent, compared to 3.9
percent for men.

The results of this study show that where you live can impact
your health.  Alcohol use is affected by the price and availability
of alcohol in a community.  Such factors may be key starting
points in efforts to reduce excessive alcohol consumption on a
local level. 

To access the American Journal of Public Health article, visit
http://ajph.aphapublications.org.  Additionally, for more informa-
tion about excessive alcohol use surveillance and prevention in
Michigan, visit www.michigan.gov/substanceabuseepi.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The New Year is upon us.  It’s time to take a look back
on the past year and determine what we might want to
change, do better or accomplish in 2016.  For pet par-
ents, much of this reflection applies to the lives they
share with their pets.  

Accordingly, TripsWithPets.com surveyed pet parents
and asked them what resolutions they’ve made for
2016 relating to their pets.

Here are the top five 2016 Pet New Year’s Resolutions.

1 - Healthier Diet:  Feeding their pets better quality
food is at the top of pet parents list this year! They’ve
been doing their research and are wanting to do all
they can to ensure their little ones live a long, happy
and healthy life.  Whether it’s gluten-free, grain-free,
dairy-free, soy-free, corn-free, raw food, unprocessed
food, or probiotics - pet parents are coming for you in
2016!

2 - Daily Walks:  Whether it’s a walk through the park,
a stroll around the neighborhood or a jog along hiking
trails, 26% of pet parents surveyed plan to get outside
each day and move with their pets this year. They sited
exercise, maintaining their pack leader status, and
bonding as their motivation for walking their pooch
more often. 

3 - More Outings:  More car rides, doggie bakery vis-
its, beach outings, and family vacations, are among
the activities that respondents said they are resolved to
doing more of with their four-legged family members.
Getting out and spending some quality time with their
pets to make that bond even stronger is at the top of
many pet parents minds this year!

4 - Socialization:  As more pet parents opt to take their
pets on more outings, there comes the need to better
social them. Fifteen percent of pet parents polled are
committed to helping their shy, skittish, or fearful pet
become more comfortable around people, other pets,
and in public places.

5 - Training:  A close cousin of socialization, training,
comes in as the fifth most popular pet resolution of
2016.  We all can’t have the perfectly mannered pet but
a good number of pet parents plan to devote the time
to curb some not-so-favorable behavior. From teach-
ing Rover not to bark at house guests and drag you
while on walks to practicing better recall (getting your
dog to come when called) and  training your cat to
stay off kitchen counters...pet parents are ready to put
on their pet whisperer hat!

About the Author

Kim Salerno is the President & Founder of TripsWithPets.com.

She founded the pet travel site in 2003 and is an expert in the

field of pet travel. Her popular web site features pet friendly

hotels & accommodations across the US and Canada, along

with other helpful pet travel resources.  Her mission is to ensure

that pets are welcome, happy, and safe in their travels.

Spending an additional $120,000 dollars for Huron
County commissioners’ health care offers nothing in
return to the taxpayer.  For the same cost, the county can
hire a controller/accountant to work full time leaving
the commissioners as part time.  Net cost to the taxpay-
ers is the same.

Does it take seven full time people to run the county?
Our commissioners are asked to attend three meetings
per month to retain their seat.  I know personally that
the requirements to serve our districts go beyond this
minimum.   Perhaps it is time to relieve them of some
of the duties and hire a full-time representative for the
county.  The anticipated cost of insuring our seven com-
missioners will cover the cost of this position. 

Giving additional benefits to the current part-time
commissioners will not enhance our local government.
Hiring a full time person to oversee the day to day oper-
ations for the county will enhance our county.

I am not advocating that we add another person to the
county rolls during this period of declining population.
What I am suggesting is that there are alternative ways
to solve county problems.

According to news reports, the best internal advice is
to increase our county budget by giving seven addition-
al people full paid health care.   If operating a county is
a full time job, then use the $120,000 to hire a full-time
person and leave our commissioners part-time.

David Jaroch
Ubly 

Perhaps time for
part-time board?
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s
Department investigators are seeking
the public’s help in solving a recent
break-in at the Ubly Fox Hunter’s
Club, located on South Ubly Road in
Verona Township.

The burglary took place last week,
sometime between 11:30 p.m.
Wednesday and 10:30 a.m.
Thursday, according to Sheriff Kelly
J. Hanson.

“Forced entry was gained through a
window after an apparent effort was
made to disable an alarm,” Hanson
said.  “Taken from two locked lock
boxes inside of the building was a
yet-to-be-determined amount of
cash.”

The sheriff said those responsible
caused an estimated $1,000 in dam-
age during the crime.

“Evidence was gathered at the
scene,” he added.  “It is possible that
the culprit or culprits may have had

knowledge of the building and its
contents.

“We are asking anyone who may
have seen any unusual activity
around the Ubly Fox Hunters Club
(on the night of the break-in) or who
has any other information about this
incident to contact our office during
regular business hours at (989) 269-
6500, or Huron Central Dispatch
anytime at (989) 269-6421.
Confidential callers can also use our
TIPS Line at 989-269-2861.”

Deputies seek citizens’ help 
in fox hunter’s club break-in

Millage “friends” gearing up for campaign
Continued from page one.

ety selection plots and nutrient man-
agement recommendations); farm
business management; oil, gas and
wind leasing; and natural shoreline
protection training.

*Health and nutrition education –
chronic disease prevention and man-
agement, food preservation, food
safety, stretching food dollars, phys-
ical activity and nutrition practices.

*Social and emotional programs –
anger and stress management, ado-
lescent development, early child-
hood training for providers and fam-
ilies, bullying, and healthy lifestyles.

*Homeowners – Yard, garden pest
identification and management, soil
test recommendations for lawn and
gardens, and Cottage Food Law
assistance.

*Local government – citizen plan-
ner, zoning and planning programs,
administrative and elected officials
programs, etc.

And, of course, 4-H programs that
served more than 2,300 youth in
2015.  Tuscola County MSU
Extension officials say 4-H builds
life and leadership training skills
through clubs, volunteer training,
after-school programs, leadership
opportunities, workforce prepara-
tion, MSU campus opportunities,
entrepreneurial training and more.
4-H is also an integral part of one of

Michigan’s oldest county fairs – the
Tuscola County Fair.

“As a 4-H leader and fair board
member, I think the public needs to
understand that even though the
Tuscola County Fair and the 4-H
program are two very separate enti-
ties, one would not succeed without

the other,” Garner said.  “The gener-
al public that goes to enjoy the carni-
val and the grandstand shows and the
vendors, like Gibby’s Fries, probably
don’t realize that our 4-H families
are our strongest volunteer base.  

“I just can’t imagine living in
Tuscola County without the 4-H pro-
gram, and I’m not sure I would want
to.  The over 500 4-H kids who use
the Tuscola County Fair to showcase
their prize steer or baked apple pie or
Thanksgiving turkey are depending
on us,” she added.

BUDGET CONTRAINTS

The decision to eliminate funding
for Extension programs wasn’t taken
lightly, according to Tuscola County
Controller/Administrator Mike
Hoagland, who noted commissioners
are looking at serious revenue short-
falls in the future, with no option but
to reduce expenses related to servic-
es not mandated by the state.
Wind farm tax revenues are a major

concern, Hoagland said, adding the
county fully depends on the income
generated by the relatively new
source of income.  However, “What
(tax revenue) you get in year one, by
year 10, it’s 30 percent” of that
amount.

“We’re in our peak right now – our
general fund is picking up $950,000”
this year in wind farm tax revenue,”
Hoagland said during an interview
over the summer.  “But by the year
2019, we’re projecting the gap – if
nothing is done – will be somewhere
around $900,000 between general
fund revenues and general fund
expenditures.  Other than wind, our
tax base is not growing; it’s flat.  You

see it in the (shrinking) population,
the school enrollments.”
As a result, Hoagland said commis-

sioners are being forced to look at
cutting services that are not mandat-
ed – the county’s MSU Extension
office included — no matter how
valuable they may be.  “No question
– 4-H is a tremendous program,” he
added, “but we have to manage the
county effectively, and it isn’t easy
these days.”

According to Garner, the county’s
investment in 4-H adds up to about
33 cents per 4-Her when taking into
account the investment involved
($140,000 annually) and the estimat-
ed 8,500 volunteer hours provided to
the kids involved the program.  “It
costs 33 cents a child to keep kids on
the straight and narrow.  It’s a pretty
good deal,” she said.

And it’s a good investment, added
Garner, who pointed out local 4-H
programs create and nurture leader-
ship, self-confidence and community
involvement among youth, helps to
keep them busy with positive activi-
ties, and encourages them to give
back locally.

“The county’s biggest problem is,
everybody’s packing up and going
somewhere else,” she said, adding
should the county’s extension office
close, kids will pursue their interest
in 4-H in other counties.
“We lost Big Brothers Big Sisters in

Tuscola County.  You get rid of 4-H,
and that’s the only mentoring pro-
gram we’ve got left.”
Area residents can learn more about

the Friends of MSUE by logging
onto the group’s Facebook page at
“Friends of MSU Extension and
4H”.

In December, Michigan Sugar
Company officials reported growers
across the region delivered a record
harvest in 2015.  Total production
topped five million tons of sugar-
beets, with yields also setting a new
record at 31.6 tons an acre.

Company officials have said keep-
ing pace with those numbers in the
future will depend on paying atten-
tion to aging infrastructure needs
now.

Of Michigan Sugar’s production
facilities, the Caro plant is the oldest.
In fact, built in 1889, it is the oldest
working factory in the country.  The
Caro plant is also the only Michigan
Sugar facility that produces liquid
sucrose.

The Caro plant annually processes
some 650,000 tons of sugarbeets,

Continued from page one. producing 190 million pounds of
sugar, 28,000 tons of dried beet pulp,
30,000 tons of pressed pulp, and
26,000 tons of molasses.
The Croswell plant was constructed

in 1902 and processes about 720,000
tons of beets a year.  The plant pro-
duces 200 million pounds of sugar
along with 10,000 tons of dried beet
pulp, 115,000 tons of pressed pulp
and 32,000 tons of molasses.
The Sebewaing facility, meanwhile,

was also constructed in 1902 and is
the only factory to have run continu-
ously since opening.  The plant
processes 925,000 tons of sugar-
beets, producing 260 million pounds
of sugar, 12,000 tons of dried beet
pulp, 130,000 tons of pressed pulp
and 36,000 tons of molasses.

Michigan Sugar’s plant in Bay City
was built in 1901 and annually takes
in 1.6 million tons of beets.  The
facility produces 440 million pounds

of sugar each year along with 48,000
tons of dried beet pulp, 150,000 tons
of pressed pulp and 65,000 tons of
molasses.  

The combined factories have a beet
slicing capacity of 22,000 tons per
day and an ability to produce more
than one billion pounds of sugar
each year, marketing it under the
Pioneer Sugar and Big Chief Sugar
brand names.
Today, Michigan Sugar Company is

the only remaining sugar company in
the state and the third largest in the
United States.

Michigan Sugar has more than
1,000 grower-owners, employing
roughly 1,600 seasonal employees
during the peak of the processing
season, and 700 year-round workers.
The company generates nearly one-
half billion dollars in direct econom-
ic activity annually in the communi-
ties in which it operates.

Michigan Sugar planning $125 million investment
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Now that the holidays are over, I’m trying to come up with the per-
fect gifts for my wife, Deb, next month, when we’ll celebrate both my
beautiful bride’s birthday and our 34th wedding anniversary.

Her birthday comes first, but after agonizing over gift ideas for so
many years, I struggle a bit in trying to decide on something she’ll
both like and use.

It isn’t easy. The years have been good to Deb, but an appropriate
present, say, three decades ago, probably isn’t going to be as fitting
today.  Now, I’ve never been one to dwell on her age because, after
all, it’s just a number, right?  Suffice it to say, however, if you were
born at a time when you could buy a loaf of bread for 20 cents or a
gallon of gasoline for 25 cents, or during the year when voters elect-
ed this nation’s youngest president in John F. Kennedy, you have
something in common with her.

Regardless, I’ve been flirting with the idea of buying one of those
really snazzy scooters with the seat and basket for Deb’s birthday.
Yeah, they’re a little pricey, but I figure I can swing it once I figure
in her AARP discount, you know?

But I’m still stumped about an anniversary gift.
We’ve had great success in keeping our marriage together over the

years.  We met on a blind date – a first for both of us – and we were
married a year later.  However, aside from being crazy about each
other and raising four kids together, we have little in common when
it comes to our interests in music, television shows, etc.

In other words, The Three Stooges anniversary video gift set is out
of the question, and it’s certain she wouldn’t appreciate tickets to go
see Journey or Boston live.

Even food choices have us wandering down different aisles at the
grocery store these days.  We’re both reasonably health conscious,
but her paleo diet has eliminated some delicacies I’m not willing to
live without – bread, chips and candy, for example — so I’m think-
ing an edible gift isn’t going to fly, either.  I mean, who wants gluten-
free chocolate?

It’s just as well, because I’d really like to select something special,
especially after all I’ve learned from her over the years.
Deb has demonstrated time and time again that marriage is all about

commitment (on the other hand, so is insanity).  She’s always been a
very giving person, too.  In fact, I can’t remember a time when she
didn’t give me the opportunity to admit I’m wrong.  Or the chance to
apologize.

Seriously, my wife has put up with more than a woman should be
expected to when it comes to her better (and younger) half, which is
probably the biggest reason I want to find something special for her
next month.  Twice.

The problem is, I’ve never really been all that great at reading her
mind.  She always lets me know that she appreciates my efforts,
though.  I feel the same way when she can’t figure out what to buy
for me.  I guess that’s one more thing we have in common.

Maybe that’s the secret to our marriage – all the little things we do
for each other.  Whether or not we fail in the process, it means a lot.
The truth is, we have a certain understanding by now when it comes

to the important things, like I know I’ve gone a little too far with my
mouth when she gives me “the look”.  And she knows, without
exception, that what I decide is law in our home.  Most of the time.
Okay, never.

Well, I’m still going to look for a nice anniversary gift for her.
Of course, after this column, I’m probably going to have to head

straight for Jared’s or risk significant injury via a runaway scooter.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

A trip to Jared’s?
Maybe after this
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2011)
Neville Brent Patterson and Brandy

L. Cooper announce their engagement.
Neville is the son of William “Bill”
and Janet Patterson of Englewood,
Colo. He is a staff sergeant in the U.S.
Army. He is currently stationed in San
Antonio, Texas. Brandy is the daughter
of Joe and Holly Cooper of Cass City.
She is a 2003 graduate of Cass City
High School. She is a licensed voca-
tional nurse employed by Nurses and
Etc. Staffing, and is attending San
Antonio College for her R.N. degree.
The couple is currently planning a
2012 wedding.
Elkland Fire Department Chief Glenn

Guilds said the department fielded 97
calls this year, 30-plus more runs than
in the previous year. He was quick to
say he liked what he saw in terms of
the overall effort Cass City fire fighters
put forth in 2010. “The guys work their
tails off at fires, and it’s nice to see
other departments noticing that,” he
added. “I think, too, we wanted to get
more camaraderie (within the depart-
ment). People are just coming together
more as a group, I think,” commented
Assistant Chief Scott Wright, who has
20 years with the department plus
another 7 years before that with the
Elmwood Township-Gagetown Fire
Department, where his father, Charles
“Chuck” Wright served for 50 years,
including several years as chief, prior
to his retirement last year.

10 YEARS AGO (2006)
Hills and Dales General Hospital offi-

cials announced Tuesday the appoint-
ment of Michael J. Falatko as the hos-
pital’s new president and chief execu-
tive officer. Falatko has an extensive
background in healthcare, according to
Hills and Dales Healthcare
Corporation Interim CEO Dan Hittler.
Falatko began his new duties in Cass
City Tuesday. He and his wife, Judy,
plan to relocate to the community from
Pleasant Lake. 

The Flint-based Calvarymen Quartet
made its 39th appearance at the New
Year’s Eve Sing in Cass City Saturday
night. The group has been a mainstay
at the event, appearing every year
since the Cass City Layman’s Club
established the gathering. Organizers
estimated attendance Saturday at 600
people. 

Kingston captured its own Holiday
Tournament Thursday in a convincing
manor, thwarting Greater Thumb East
foe Ubly. The Cardinal’s 62-50 win,
keeps their record perfect entering
Friday’s North Central League
crossover action in Owendale. And
although Owen-Gage stands alone on
top of the NCTL-North division, if
Kingston’s showing against the
Bearcats is any indication, the
Bulldogs’ perfect NCTL mark could be
in jeopardy. Matt Neff started the
Cardinal run with back-to-back 3
pointers and then ended the frame with
a half-court buzzer beater, lifting
Kingston to a 14-7 advantage.   

Kingston continued to have its way
over the Bearcats and jetted to a 23-8
margin as Neff continued his outside
assault on his way to a game-high 17
points, which included 5 treys. Besides
Neff, the Cardinals received 15 mark-
ers from Nathan Harneck, while Seth
Flikkie and Tristin Pennington each
added 10. Dan Weber, Grant Pichla
and Mark Recker all finished with 14
points to pace Ubly.

25 YEARS AGO (1991)
Ann Stepka and Mr. and Mrs. Clark

Seeley spent Christmas Day in Port
Huron as guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Hall Sr. and daughter Margaret.
Other guests were Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Hall Jr. and daughter Ann Marie, Mr.
and Mrs. John Hall Sr. and sons, John
Jr. and Kevin, all of Port Huron.

Dr. Donald Tuckey, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Luke Tuckey of Cass City, was
recently elected for a second term as
president of the Saginaw General
Hospital medical staff. Dr. Tuckey and
other medical staff officers and service
chairmen were elected during the
annual meeting of the active medical
staff of Saginaw General Hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Geiger hosted
Christmas dinner Saturday, Dec. 29,
when guests were Sandra and Mart
Hyzer and Lori and Dan of Caseville,
Sally Spencer and Joe and Nat of
Lowell, Shari and Ken Schott and Ben
and Kevin of Cass City, Scott Geiger
of Palatine, Ill., Brenda Leppala of
Watton, Mich., Mark Anderson of
Don, Mich., and Doug Clunis of
Elkton.

Mr. and Mrs. Ray Hendrick, Mr. and
Mrs. Randy Hendrick and sons of State
College, Pa., Mr. and Mrs. Ron
Hendrick and daughters of Grand
Haven, Scott Hendrick of Ubly,
Gladys Weatherhead of Gagetown and
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hendrick, Cass City,
were Christmas dinner guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Dick Hendrick of Cass City.

Mr. and Mrs. Pete Rienstra enter-
tained Sunday at an early Christmas
dinner, Mr. and Mrs. Steve Freeland
and sons Justin and Steven of North
Branch.

35 YEARS AGO (1981)  
First baby of 1981 - Heather LeAnn

Sowden, daughter of Donald and
Gwen Sowden of Gilford Road,
Deford, was the first baby born at Hills

and Dales General Hospital in 1981.
Mrs. Sowden gave birth to the 8-
pound, 12-ouace girl at 6:09 a.m.
Friday. Dr. Sang H. Park, MD, was the
physician.

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stafford went Dec.
24 to spend Christmas with their
daughter and family, the Richard
Ambuehls in Granite City, Ill. Also
there were the Staffords’ other daugh-
ter and family, Mr. and Mrs. James
Gettens and sons, Pat and Mike, of
Vermillion, Ohio. The group stayed to
attend the wedding Dec. 27 of Tracy
Ambuehl and Steven Heaffner of
Norman, Okla., which took place in
the Church of the Good Shepherd
United Methodist Church in Granite
City. The newlyweds will make their
home in Oklahoma. Mr. and Mrs.
Stafford returned home Jan. 1.

Forest and Phyllis Tyo of Deford cel-
ebrated their 50th wedding anniversary
Saturday at a family dinner. Tyo and
Phyllis Brooks were married in Caro
Jan. 3, 1931. Both are lifelong resi-
dents of the area. They have a son,
Thomas Tyo, Cass City; a daughter,
Dorothy Phillips, Deford, five grand-
children, and one great-grandchild.
Tyo is a retired Caro Regional Center
employee. Mrs. Tyo is retired from
Hills and Dales General Hospital,
where she was a nurse’s aide.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Hartel of
Ubly announce the engagement of
their daughter, Beth Marie, to Kevin
Russell Vincent, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Gerald L. Vincent of Bad Axe. Beth is
a 1979 graduate of Ubly High School.
Kevin is a 1979 graduate of Bad Axe
High School. Wedding plans are indef-
inite.

A check for $1,000, the last of the
$5,000 pledge made by the Cass City
Lions Club for the Hills and Dales
General Hospital outpatient addition,
was presented Monday evening.
Members present were Ron Keegan,
club secretary; Don Erla, club presi-
dent; Jim Bauer, hospital board presi-
dent; Ken Jensen, hospital administra-
tor, and B.A. Calka, hospital board
treasurer and Lions Club member.

40 YEARS AGO (1976)
Mrs. Michael Elliot of Caro proudly

posed with daughter Melissa Odette,
the first baby of 1976 born in Hills and
Dales General Hospital. The seven-
pound, three-ounce girl was born
Friday at 11:01 a.m. The family will
receive a host of prizes from Cass City
merchants. 

The entire family of Mr. and Mrs.
Luke Tuckey were together New
Year’s Day at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Bill Tuckey in Caro. Those from
a distance included Mr. and Mrs. Don
Kaufman and family of Edwardsburg
and Dr. and Mrs. Donald Tuckey and
children of Frankenmuth. Mr. and Mrs.
Luke Tuckey, who had been home for
the holidays, left Tuesday to return to
Tarpon Springs, Fla.
Mr. and Mrs. George W. King and Mr.

and Mrs. John R. Koepf of Cass City
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Kathy Lauren Koepf, to
James Douglas Daley, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Clare Daley of Deford. Both are
1972 graduates of Cass City High
School. Wedding plans are indefinite.

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Tuckey and
daughter Carole had as New Year’s
Eve guests, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Wiles
and Miss Phoebe Wiles, Mr. and Mrs.
Alfred Goodall, Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Guilds, Mr. and Mrs. Veron Gingrich,
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold Taylor and Laura
and Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Lounsbury.

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Loeffler of
Gagetown announce the engagement
of their daughter, Cheryl Lynne, to
Chester F. Gaszczynski Jr., son of Mrs.
Veronica Gaszczynski of Cass City.
The bride-elect is a 1975 graduate of
Owen-Gage High School and her
fiancé is a 1972 Cass City High School
graduate. A July 1976 wedding is
being planned.

Mrs. Laura Cherniawski and daugh-
ters Cindy, Chris and Stella, Mr. and
Mrs. Bob Hacker and Mr. and Mrs.
Alex Cherniawski were Dec. 27 supper
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Ryerson
Puterbaugh.

50 YEARS AGO (1966)
Mrs. Fern Maier of Cass City

received one of the most unusual pres-
ents given in Cass City at Christmas
when her nephew, Sgt. John Cooley
presented her with a petrified
mastodon molar, which is at least
15,000 years old. The giant tooth was
found by an Eskimo near Unalakleet,
Alaska, where Cooley was stationed.

HAPPY NEW YEAR! —Ronald
James Guinther, son of Pvt. and Mrs.
James Guinther of Cass City, started
off the new year by winning a host of
prizes as the first baby born in Cass
City in 1966. Ronald put in his appear-
ance Monday morning at Cass City
Hospital and weighed five pounds. Dr.
K. Ivan MacRae was the attending
physician.

Mr. and Mrs. Amasa Anthes Jr. and
son of Gagetown were New Year’s Eve
guests in the Stanley Morell home.
Saturday supper guests in the Morell
home were Mr. and Mrs. Norman
Johnson and Jennifer of Flint and Mr.
and Mrs. James Neal and children of
Bay City.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Campbell
returned home Saturday from Lapeer

accompanied by her sister, Mrs. Roy
Hulburt, who will spend some time
with them. The Campbells spent
Christmas in Ypsilanti with their
daughter and husband, Mr. and Mrs.
Edward Parker.

Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Hendrick and
family, who had spent five days with
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Smith in Cass City
and Mr. and Mrs. Lee Hendrick, left
Friday for their home in Doraville, Ga.

Mr. and Mrs. Elwyn Helwig were
hosts to 13 members of the Baptist
Philathea class Tuesday evening, Dec,
28, for the group’s monthly party.
Sheldon Peck presented devotions.
There was a gift exchange and a
potluck lunch was served. Mr. and
Mrs. Clyde Wells were in charge of
recreation. The next class party will be
at the Stan Guinther home Jan, 25,
when officers will be elected.

Cass City’s May in January weather
has fooled all those residents who went
south for the winter and even tricked a
dandelion into blossoming at the home
of Ilene Neiman of Cass City. Ilene,
10, found the befuddled flower in her
yard Friday, Dec. 31. For the benefit of
Chronicle readers in the south, as of
Wednesday morning there was no
snow and the sun was shining brightly.
Temperatures have reached the 40s
and the forecast was for more of the
same.

75 YEARS AGO (1941)
Rotary Anns and invited guests of

Cass City Rotary Club members com-
posed a happy group who attended a
dinner at the Hotel Montague at Caro
Thursday evening, December 26, at
the annual ladies’ night function of the
club. Piano numbers were played dur-
ing the dinner hour by Fred Gunsell of
Caro and G. W. Landon led the compa-
ny in group singing. Frederick Pinney,
evening chairman, presented Dr.
Frederick J. Libby, of Washington, D.
C., executive secretary of the National
Council for the Prevention of War, as
the speaker of the evening. Dr. Libby,
in his address, spoke on the same sub-
ject as he did at the mass meeting at the
Cass City Presbyterian Church the pre-
vious Sunday evening and reported in
the Chronicle last week. Certain phas-
es of his subject, “The State of the
World,” received more attention at the
dinner Thursday night than in the ear-
lier address.

A delightful Christmas dinner was
served on December 25 in honor of the
25th wedding anniversary of Mr. and
Mrs. Fred Buehrly. Guests in the home
of Mrs. Leonard Buehrly and daughter,
Miss Elsie, were Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Buehrly, daughter, Miss Alice, and
son, Keith, Mr. and Mrs. B. A. Elliott
and son, Francis, Mr. and Mrs.
Solomon Striffler and son, Russell, Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Buehrly and son,
Carlton, Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Buehrly and three children, Mrs.
George Kolb, Samuel Jaus and daugh-
ter, Miss Minnie. Fred Buehrly and
Miss Mary Mark were married on
December 27, 1915 in Cass City. 

The state board of agriculture of
Michigan State College, East Lansing,
granted the college’s number one
draftee, Howard Taylor, a year’s leave
of absence while he serves in the
United States Army. Mr. Taylor, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Roy M. Taylor, of Cass
City, is resident manager of Wells Hall,
freshmen dormitory on the campus. He
expects to start his service sometime in
January. Leaves of absence were also
granted to Lynn Towsley and Dale
Pettingill, both with the buildings and
grounds department, who have accept-
ed positions as reserve officers in the
army. 

100 YEARS AGO (1916)
Cass City high school has been admit-

ted to the University of Michigan list,
Supt. Leavens receiving notice recent-
ly that the period of recognition giving
full credit for courses in the local
school is extended for the years 1916-
17. 

Mrs. A. J. Knapp, superintendent of
the primary department of the
Presbyterian Sunday School enter-
tained the teachers of her department
at dinner Wednesday evening. Miss
Vernita Treadgold, who for two years
previous to her absence from home,
was a teacher in the department, was
the guest of honor. Other guests were
Mrs. W. N. Straube, Mrs. Everett
Mudge, Mrs. C.W. Heller, Misses
Marion Read, Marie Brooker, and
Thelma Nettleton. 

The Woman’s Study Club elected
officers for the year 1916-17, begin-
ning in September, at their meeting
Monday. President is Mrs. G. A.
Tindale; first vice president, Mrs.E. W.
Jones; second vice president, Mrs. J.
D. Brooker; secretary, Mrs. I. D.
McCoy; treasurer, Mrs. C. R.
Townsend; librarian, Mrs. G. A.
Striffler; critic, Mrs. John Schwaderer;
instructor, Mrs. I. B. Auten; reporter,
Mrs. M. M. Wickware. At the next
meeting of the club on Jan. 17, the sub-
ject to be studied for next year will be
selected. The program for the next
meeting includes the following papers:
Michael Angelo; Painting and
Sculpture, Mrs. G. A. Tindale; Sistine
Chapel, Mrs. Charles Wilsey; Child
Study: The Stork or The Truth, Mrs. E.
W. Jones.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you
need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010



� � � �

!����#�' ��##���$(������������##���$(���" ��������&����#��(�����%�"(����
�	�

(989) 912-2440


��
���������
������
��������������
	��
�����������

��
������������
�
����������
����

��		�����������������������
� �

� �
� � � � �

�

� �

	��
�
�����������
�
��������� ��������


������������������������
	�	���������


������������������
	�	���������

� �

���
�����������������
��
���
�
����������������		�
���

�&4��/60-6&%���&/42"-��)5.#��/*()43�0'��0-5.#53
�
����������������������������������
���������� ������� ���� ������	��� ��
���������
������	��������	��	�������

�2"/%��/*()4�
�����'�
�($!�

�&1548��2"/%��/*()4
�����!($���&"��
�*/"/$*"-��&$2&4"28
��!'��
&����%�#"��

�&$02%&2
�������$!�����
�2&"352&

��%����!!��"

%60$"4&
����	�#��!
�)"/$&--02
�������!����
 "2%&/

�!�����������"
�543*%&��5"2%
��!!'�����
�&$452&2
�!#������!
�2534&&3

�����!�����������
���"��&"��������!"���&��"��

$0:7=/07=<�<0-�@-):;��<0-�5-5*-:;
7.�<0-��61/0<;�7.��74=5*=;��7=6+14
����
�B�$0-��-6<:)4�$0=5*��7=6+14
�� 0)>-� *=14<� )� .7=6,)<176� 76� /1>16/
*)+3�<7�<0-�+755=61<@�<0:7=/0�07;<�
16/� ;->-:)4� ->-6<;� ?1<0� 8:7+--,;
*-16/� ,76)<-,� *)+3� 16<7� <0-� �);;
�1<@� +755=61<@� )6,� ;=::7=6,16/
):-)��$0-�47+)4�+7=6+14�0);�*--6�;=+�
+-;;.=4� :)1;16/� .=6,;� ?1<0� 
� 5)27:
->-6<;�0-4,���<0-�)66=)4�$77<;1-�"744
�:1>-�)6,�<0-�
��")+-���&)43��

���#"���������!�%�

$0-��61/0<;� 7.��74=5*=;��7=6+14
����
�B�$0-��-6<:)4�$0=5*��7=6+14
�� 0);� *--6� )+<1>-4@� 16>74>-,� 16� <0-
#<)<-�-6,7:;-,� ��� ,:1>-� .7:� ��
@-):;�� <01;� ->-6<� 1;� *-<<-:� 367?6� );
<0-�C$77<;1-�"744��:1>-�D��>-:@�@-):
<0-� 47+)4� +7=6+14�� ?0-<0-:� :)16� 7:
;016-��+744-+<;�,76)<176;�)<�<0-�16<-:�

;-+<176�7.��)16�)6,�#--/-:�;<:--<;�16
�);;��1<@� <?7�?--3;� *-.7:-��);<-:�
$0-�+7=6+14�76�)>-:)/-�0);����5-5�
*-:;�?07�8):<1+18)<-�16�<0-�,:1>-��
�<�<0-�;<):<�7.�<0-�+4=*���);;��):<613
<773�/:-)<� 8:1,-� 16� 4-),16/� <0-� +4=*
*@�?7:316/�*7<0�,)@;��)44�,)@� 476/�
$0-�+4=*�;<144�=;-;��):<613E;�57<1>)�
<176�<0:7=/0�<0-�@-):;�<7�3--8�=8�<0-
/77,� ?7:3� 0-� )++75841;0-,�� �7:
5)6@� @-):;� �7=6+14� 5-5*-:� �):@4
�?)637>1<;+0�� +0)1:5)6� 7.� <0-
$77<;1-� "744� �:1>-�� 0);� *--6� 16
+0):/-� 7.� +:-)<16/� )� ?7:3� ;+0-,=4-
.7:� <0-� 5-5*-:;� )6,� 7:,-:16/� <0-
<77<;1-� :744;���.<-:� <0-�->-6<� 1;�7>-:
�?)637>1<;+0�:-87:<;�7=:�8:7+--,;�<7
;-6,�16<7�<0-�#<)<-���7.���7:/)61A)�
<176��$0-� ;<)<-� +7=6+14� =;-;� 
���7.
<0-� <77<;1-� :744� ,:1>-E;� 8:7+--,;� <7
,76)<-� <0:7=/07=<� <0-�;<)<-������7.
<0-�8:7+--,;�):-�,1;<:1*=<-,� <7� 47+)4
9=)41.@16/�7:/)61A)<176;��
�6�<0-�4);<���@-):;�<0-�+4=*�0);�*--6
)>-:)/16/� ,76)<176;� 7.� ):7=6,
�
�
��� )� @-):�� � $0-� +4=*� /-6-:)44@
,76)<-;��
���)�@-):�<7�<0-��);;��1<@
#+0774;�� �	��� )� @-):� <7� <0-�  ?-6�
�)/-� #+0774;�� �	��� )� @-):� <7
�1/04)6,�!16-;�#+0774���)+0�;+0774

=;-;�<0-�576-@�<7�;=887:<�7:�:-?):,
<0-1:�;8-+1)4�-,=+)<176�;<=,-6<;��$0-
+4=*�0);�)4;7� ;=887:<-,� <0-�$=;+74)
�7=6<@�#8-+1)4� 4@581+;�*@�,76)<�
16/�����������8-:�@-):���16)44@�� <0-
#)+:-,��-):<� �0=:+0� 16��):7� 0);� )
8:7/:)5�.7:�)�/:7=8�7.�;8-+1)4�6--,;
16,1>1,=)4;� +)44-,� <0-� #!"��
!:7/:)5�� <7�?01+0� <0-� +4=*�,76)<-;
�	
�������)�@-):���6�8);<�@-):;�;->�
-:)4� 7<0-:� 47+)4� 7:/)61A)<176;� 0)>-
:-+-1>-,�,76)<176;� .:75�<0-�$77<;1-
"744��:1>-�.=6,;���
 >-:�<0-�8);<����@-):;�<0-�$77<;1-
"744��:1>-�0);�+744-+<-,�)�/-6-:7=;
��
�����.:75�<0-��);;��1<@�+755=�
61<@� <7� ,76)<-� *)+3� 16<7� 7=:� 47+)4
+755=61<@E;� ;8-+1)4� -,=+)<176� 8:7�
/:)5;��

�������

$0-��61/0<;�7.��74=5*=;��7=6+14
����
� B� $0-� �-6<:)4� $0=5*
�7=6+14E;�.1:;<�
��")+-���&)43�<773
84)+-�76�#-8<-5*-:�	
��
�	��)<� <0-
�� 7.� �� �)44� 76� �--+0?77,� �:�� 16
�);;��1<@��$0-�:)+-�?);�7:/)61A-,�);
)� .=6,:)1;-:� .7:� #<�� �/)<0)� �77,
!)6<:@�16��)/-<7?6��$0-�/7)4�?);�<7

0-48� .=6,� <0-� 8)6<:@� ,=:16/
$0)63;/1>16/� )6,� �0:1;<5);� 0741�
,)@;�?0-6� <0-:-� 1;� )�0-)>@�6--,�7.
;=8841-;�.7:�47+)4�.)5141-;��$0-�->-6<
:)1;-,��	�
���<7�,76)<-�<7�<0-�8)6<:@
.:75�<0-�8:7+--,;�7.�<0-�->-6<���.<-:
)� /:-)<� <=:67=<�� <0-� +4=*� 0);� )4;7
:-)+0-,� 7=<� <7� 16+4=,-� �);;� �1<@E;
"->1>-� �161;<:1-;� )476/� ?1<0� #<�
�/)<0)E;� <7� :-+-1>-� <0-� ,76)<176;
.:75�<0-�->-6<�<7�+76<16=-�<7�8:7>1,-
.7:� ):-)� .)5141-;� 16� 6--,�� #16+-
�)6=):@� 	�� 
�	�� 57:-� <0)6� ��	��
16,1>1,=)4;�0)>-�:-+-1>-,�.77,�,76)�
<176;�*-+)=;-�7.�<0-�+7=6+14E;�-..7:<;�
);� ?-44� );� ;->-:)4� 7<0-:� 7:/)61A)�
<176;��$01;� ),,;� =8� <7� )6� -;<15)<-,
�
	�
���)44�;8-6<�76�.77,��

������!"�� ��!��!��

$0-��61/0<;�7.��74=5*=;��7=6+14
����
�B�$0-��-6<:)4�$0=5*��7=6+14
�� :-+-6<4@� *-/)6� )� ;+074):;018� 8:7�
/:)5� 31+3� ;<):<-,� ?1<0� ,76)<176;
.:75� +7=6+14� 5-5*-:� $75�&)4<0-:
)6,�.)514@��$0-�+7=6+14�0);�)?):,-,
;+074):;018;� <7� 
� 47+)4� 01/0� ;+0774
;-617:;� ?07� 0)>-� 5-<� <0-� :-9=1:-�
5-6<;�

�������	���������0'��0-5.#53��05/$*-��

���.&.#&23�"2&��'20/4��'20.�-&'4���*,&��53)."/���"6&��"22*03���*$)"2%��"$)-"�
�0/� !%20+&73,*�� �0.�  "-4)&2�� �*$)"2%� �-0$�� �0%� �"952&� �.*%%-&�� �0/� �54,03,*�� �"6&2/� �54,03,*�� �0#� �545$&-�� �0/
�298$)073,*���"-&��)52$)*--���0#��09"$,� �#"$,���02%8��5+"73,*���"28-� �7"/,06*43$)���0#��*"3,073,*���2*"/� *--*".3�"/%
�)2*3��"7-03,*���*33*/(�"2&��&02(&��2"/,���)"/%-&2��"7-03,*���%��"#&--&���*$,��.*4)���&--8��.*4)���"228� 00%��
24��&$,&2�"/%
�*$)"2%�!82073,*�



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE SEVENCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2016

�''���!�(!�)���,+!�)�&��!,)�!
���	���� *26�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
����������������	

(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5�
�2+4.��4*::���%<6-*@�%,1774�
	�
��*�5�

#*:;79��$.=��%;.=.��*06*44
�����������
����	�����������������������


�"-"& ��')���')*!"(���&+�)
�!,)�!�'���'�

������7<01;76�%;9..;���*::��2;@�� ��
����
��������
���

%<6-*@�%,1774��
	�*�5��(79:128�%.9=2,.��

�		�*�5�
�*524@�&9*26260��7<9���(.-6.:-*@���8�5�
�26,4<-260�@7<;1�*6-�,124-9.6A:�:.9=2,.:�

#*:;79��$.=�� *93��*9>7>:32
(.+:2;.��>>>�4>>,,70�6.;�
�"0(�!��"**"'&�)/��!,)�!


��
�!��'*6��@3.���*::��2;@�� ��
����
%<6-*@�%,1774��
	�*�5��

%<6-*@�%.9=2,.��

�*�5��*6-���8�5�
(.-6.:-*@�#9*@.9��97<8����	���8�5��
(.-6.:-*@��2-:A��4<+����	���8�5��
#*:;79��*4.��<447,3�������������

�'-�*+��!,)�!�'���!)"*+�

������.5.;.9@�$-����*::��2;@�� ��
������� ��������
%<6-*@�%,1774����	�*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	��	�*�5�
 262:;.9���9*-�%8.29:����)7<;1�*6-��*524@� 262:;.9��7:1� 79/79-

'2:2;�7<9�>.+:2;.�*;��>>>�67=.:;*,1<9,1�790

�'++�)1*��',*���!)"*+"�&���$$'.*!"(��!,)�!
�796.9�7/��;1�*6-��.*,1���*::��2;@�� ��
�������������
��

�-<4;�%<6-*@�%,1774�
	�*�5�
%<6-*@�(79:128�

�		�*�5�
#*:;79�����$7+.9;�&<,3.9

�,)����/��'&*'$�+����)"*!

����%��%..0.9�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
����������������

 *::��%*;<9-*@���		�8�5��%<6-*@���		�*�5�
(..3-*@� *::��(.-6.:-*@�����		�*�5�
#*97,12*4��-5262:;9*;79���9���192:;2*6�&*+*9.:

��	������������


�"*"+')*��$.�/*�.�$�'%�����
�$��*��#'"&�,*�+'��/�

	&�!')��'-���,+)���!��!,)�!
��	���
������	���
������	������

��

�	
����%*624*,�$-����*97�� ��
������� ������������
%<6-*@�%.9=2,.:�����	�*6-�

��	�*�5�
>>>�*6,179,7=.7<;9.*,1,1<9,1�,75

��**��"+/��"**"'&�)/��!,)�!



���7.8/0.6�$-����*::��2;@�� ��
��������������������

(79:128�%.9=2,.����	�*�5�
%<6-*@�%,1774���
��*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	��	�*�5�

%<6-*@��=.6260�%.9=2,.����)7<;1��97<8����	�8�5�
(.-6.:-*@��*524@�!201;����	�8�5�

#*:;79��#124��<93.;;��� �::7,2*;.�#*:;79���<:;26��<14
>>>�,*::,2;@5,�790

��**��"+/��&"+�����+!'�"*+��!,)�!
�
		��.5.;.9@�$-���#�"���7?�
�����*::��2;@�� ��
����

�����
��
(79:128��

�		�*�5���%<55.9����	�*�5��
%<6-*@�%,1774���%.8;�� *@����	�*�5�

�755<62;@��266.9��� 76;14@���6-�(.-��*;�6776�
#*:;79��$.=���*,32.�$7.

�'%%,&"+/�
�(+"*+��!,)�!�
�������������������������




���4.�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
����������������
	��
%<6-*@�%,1774���
��*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.�

�		�*�5�

�=.6260�%.9=2,.���		�8�5�
(.-6.:-*@���#9*@��2+4.�%;<-@���)7<;1��97<8���		�8�5

���')���'%%,&"+/��!,)�!

����!���260:;76�$-�

�
�
�524.�:7<;1�7/��./79-�76��260:;76�$-��
����
	��

%<6-*@:���
	�*�5�
(.-6.:-*@:�����8�5�
#*:;79���*=2-��778.9

�./79-�755<62;@�1<9,1�790


-�& �$"��$��)����!,)�!�'����**��"+/
�
�	��1.:;6<;��4=-����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������	�	

�,&��/���!''$���������%�
�,&��/��')*!"(����������%�

 2->..3��2+4.�%;<-2.:�����2+42,*4��7<6:.4260
#*:;79��$.=��&7--�$���7<4-
�23.�<:�76��*,.+773�

�")*+�
�(+"*+��!,)�!
���������������������������������������

�
�	��7<01;76�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
������� ���������
��
%<6-*@�%,1774��44��0.:���
��*�5�

%<6-*@� 796260�(79:128�%.9=2,.�

�		�*�5�
%<6-*@��=.6260�%.9=2,.���		�8�5�

(.-6.:-*@�#9*@.9� ..;260����2+4.�%;<-@���		�8�5�
�(�!���4<+:���
��8�5�������	�8�5�

(.-6.:-*@���&..6��4<+���
��8�5�������	�8�5�
#*:;79���*=2-�����244
(.+:2;.��>>>�/+,,,�<:

�")*+��)�*�/+�)"�&��!,)�!
������������������������	���������������
���
�������
��	���1<9,1�%;����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������
		

(79:128�%.9=2,.�
	�
��*�5�
#*:;79��$.=���26-*��9*1*5

�?.9,2:.�#9709*5�� 76���(.-�����92�����	�*�5�
�/;.9�%,1774��-=.6;<9.��(.-��/7447>260�:,1774���
�
�

�2+4.�%;<-@��(.-����8�5�
�)�*�)��)�*�/+�)"�&��!,)�!

�		���<976��26.�$-����*::��2;@�� ��
�������������
		
%<6-*@�%,1774���%.8;�� *@�
	��	�*�5�����(79:128�%.9=2,.

���	�*�5�����%7,2*4� 2::276��7//..�17<9�
	�
��*�5�
#*:;79��$.=���26-*��9*1*5



PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2016

989.872.2121 www.hdghmi.org

May every day 
of the coming year 

be filled with 
good health

and happiness for
you and your family.

Happy New Year!Happy New Year!

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

MORE THAN 60 people of all ages braved cold temperatures to participate

in last year’s Sanctity of Life ceremony, held in front of the Tuscola County

Courthouse.

abortion.
“After 43 years we are still here,”

she added, “still ready to march and
defend the lives of babies preparing
to be born.  Positive changes are
being made in Michigan, the pro-life
movement is thriving, and our life-
saving work continues because there
is a need to value human life.”

According to the Michigan
Department of Community Health, a
total of 27,629 induced abortions
were reported in 2014 throughout
Michigan – an increase of about six
percent from 2013, but a 44-percent
decrease since 1987, the year when
the largest number of induced abor-
tions were reported.  There were 46
reported abortions involving Tuscola
County women in 2014.

“We celebrate the decrease in abor-
tions performed in Michigan, and
mourn the lives lost,” Listing said.
“Abortions represent a void in our

Continued from page one.

Right to Life chapter planning service
communities.  This reality leaves
many heartbroken.  Abortion hurts
women, babies and families.

“To think that an abortion only
impacts a mother and her child
preparing to be born removes the
genuine pain family members expe-

rience when abortion touches their
lives,” Listing added.  “That is why
Right to Life of Michigan is made up
of local pro-life groups in the cause
of protecting life.  As communities
pulling together, pro-life people join
to offer real options to women facing
untimely pregnancies.”

mum slated to increase to $8.90 in January 2017 and to $9.25 in January
2018.

The minimum wage law, enforced by the Wage and Hour Program under
the Michigan Occupational Safety and Health Administration (MIOSHA),
applies to any company that employs two or more workers over the age of
16 years.

While the minimum wage is now $8.50, the law implementing the increase
provides for exceptions in the cases of tipped employees and some students.
The minimum wage for tipped employees is $3.23, up from $3.10 last year.

Workers who earn a certain amount of tips every month may be paid a spe-
cial cash minimum wage, but must earn at least $8.50, including tips, every
hour.

Federal law, meanwhile, allows employers in Michigan to pay a new
employee who is under 20 years of age a “training wage” of $4.25 per hour
for the first 90 days of employment.  Michigan’s student minimum wage —
$7.23 – applies to full-time high school or college students who work part-
time.  They can be paid 85 percent of the state’s minimum wage.

According to estimates, a full-time minimum wage worker in Michigan –
putting in 40 hours a week, 52 weeks a year – will earn roughly $68 per day,
$340 a week and $17,680 annually, not taking into account the Michigan
income tax, federal income tax or local/municipal taxes.  The national pover-
ty line for a family consisting of two people is $14,570 annually.

With the increase implemented this month, Michigan now has the 14th
highest minimum wage in the country.  Thirteen other states are also raising
their minimum wage levels in 2016.

Continued from page one.

New year brings higher
minimum wage in state
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Keller has already implemented changes such as making the chamber more
accessible.  Aside from manning the office in the Cass City Municipal
Building from 9 to 11 a.m. Monday through Friday, she’s willing to meet
with business owners by appointment, and she’s available throughout the
week by phone at (989) 670-1401 now that the chamber’s landline has been
switched to cellular service.

“One of the biggest questions people always ask is, ‘What can the cham-
ber do for me’,” Keller said, adding she’s focusing on providing assistance
in the areas of advertising – including exposure on the chamber’s website —
and providing welcome packets for employers to distribute to new employ-
ees in the community.  The chamber also has a bulk mailing program that
can benefit local businesses.

“We want to do as much as we can to promote them,” said Keller, who
came up with the “Santa’s Helpers” program during the Christmas in the
Village celebration in which families whose children won prizes were invit-
ed to pick them up personally at the specific businesses that donated them.
The idea, she continued, “was to get people back into the downtown busi-
nesses – putting people downtown to see what’s there.”

For the same reason, Keller isn’t looking to repeat an experiment last sum-
mer in which the Cass City Summer Mania celebration, normally held in
early August, was combined with the village’s Freedom Festival over the
July 4 holiday weekend.  This year she plans to return to hosting separate
celebrations, providing for a second opportunity to lure shoppers downtown.

Keller is hoping to expand Summer Mania activities beyond the limits of
Rotary Park.  “Personally, I would like to see things spread out along Main
Street more, so people walk down Main Street,” she said.

While Keller is brainstorming to improve the chamber’s impact on the
community as well as its image, she’ll rely heavily on what business owners
are willing to offer in the way of input.  “I need for them to feel free to call
us at the chamber,” she said.  “I need for them to help me by letting me know
what they want – it’s different for every business.  I want them to tell me
what they expect of the chamber.”

Towards that end, Keller is considering organizing “after-hours” get-
togethers this year – possibly a coffee hour — to provide an opportunity for
business owners to meet on a regular basis both with their peers and with
chamber officials.

Caro has a similar program and it’s been very successful, with business
owners on a months-long waiting list to host one of the gatherings, she
noted.
Another goal is to attract more area residents to the annual chamber dinner,

where officials honor the year’s citizen and junior citizens of the year.
This year’s banquet is slated for Saturday, Feb. 6, starting with cocktails

and hors d’oeuvres at 5:30 p.m. followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. at the Cass
City VFW Hall.  Tickets are available at all the local banks, Rawson
Memorial District Library and at the municipal building.  Keller noted $1 of
each dinner ticket and proceeds from an annual silent auction go to the jun-
ior citizen scholarship fund.

The dinner is among the major events sponsored annually by the chamber,
which frequently seeks donations and business sponsorships for various
activities over the course of the year in order to cover what can be some
expensive undertakings.  Summer Mania, for example, typically costs about
$5,000.

Keller is quick to credit the success of those festivals to several faithful
business owners whose generosity is often overlooked.

“There are a number of them that rise to the occasion for every event,” she
said.  “There’s a core group of them that give a lot, and they do it year after
year without asking for anything in return.”    
The chamber, which was incorporated in the early 1950s and today is over-

seen by an 11-member board and its administrator, operates on a budget
funded largely by member dues, which vary from $25 for an individual to
anywhere from $125 to $325 for businesses, depending on the type of busi-
ness and number of employees.

The current membership includes about 100 businesses, and there are 60
individual members.

Keller said the chamber also generates some revenue through sponsorship
of flower arrangements downtown, trash receptacles in the park, and free
swims at the local pool.
“People really enjoy the (chamber-sponsored) festivals, and I myself would

hate to ever see them come to an end because they draw people in.  But, yet,
the chamber is a business, so we still have to have money to (operate) and
run these festivals,” Keller added.  She said some people have voiced criti-
cism aimed at the chamber for spending too much time serving as an activ-
ities director for the community, and not enough time on supporting busi-
nesses.

“It’s a balancing act,” acknowledged Keller, whose own background
includes small business ownership.  She and her husband, Dave, an Ubly
area native, owned and operated a local ice cream shop for nine years before
purchasing the Radio Shack in town, operating that business from 2003
through 2011.

“I love Cass City.  It’s a nice town.  It really is,” Keller said.  She indicat-
ed she’s ready for the challenge of playing a key role in rebuilding a local
chamber of commerce that will do a solid job of serving the village’s busi-
ness community as well as play a vital role in organizing activities/festivals
that will draw people to town.
“One of the biggest (goals) is to promote businesses and to help new busi-

nesses come into town,” she added.  “It’s our goal now to try to regain num-
bers and regain their trust that we’re going to help them.”

Editor’s note: Anyone is welcome to attend chamber board meetings, which
are held on the last Tuesday of the month starting at 8 a.m. at Thumb
National Bank.  Prospective chamber members are especially welcome
along with residents interested in serving on any of a number of activity
committees.

Continued from page one.

Keller discusses plans for
the chamber of commerce
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��;-+76,;���6�01;�.16)4�5)<+0�
'A)<<� 8166-,� �)A>144-F;� �=3-
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
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nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net
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CREWMAN TOM Burleson shovels ice into a bin

full of whitefish. (Photo courtesy of the Michigan

DNR.

COMMERCIAL FISHERMEN sort fish from a

trap net, sending whitefish down a chute into a bin.

(Photo courtesy of the Michigan DNR)

An experimental commercial white-
fish venture — operating out of
Harbor Beach in Huron County and
farther south than similar Lake
Huron commercial enterprises — is
not only paying dividends for the
fishermen involved, it’s designed to
benefit Michigan’s sport fishing
anglers as well.

The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources worked out an
agreement with longtime commer-
cial fisherman Dana Serafin, who
has fished for perch commercially
off Oscoda and in Saginaw Bay for
more than two decades.

“This is a three-year evaluation and
2015 was the first year,” said fish-
eries biologist Tom Goniea, who
oversees commercial fishing licens-
ing and regulation for the DNR.
“The evaluation will continue in
2016 and 2017, at which point the
DNR and the commercial fisher
decide together whether this is a
viable fishing option going for-
ward.”

Yellow perch are considered one of
the most important and most sought-
after species in Lake Huron, espe-
cially in Saginaw Bay.

However, the bay’s yellow perch
population has fallen in recent years
as walleye have boomed. With the
crash of the Lake Huron alewife
population in the mid-2000s, wall-
eye have turned to yellow perch as
their main food source.

Todd Grischke, the DNR’s Lake
Huron Basin coordinator, said angler
hours on Lake Huron over the past
20 years mirror the decline in the
abundance of yellow perch.

“While the walleye population
explosion is viewed by fisheries
managers as a success story, one of
the undesirable results is an imbal-
ance in the predator-prey ratio in
Saginaw Bay,” Grischke said.

The DNR’s most recent surveys
show simultaneously the highest
walleye population and the lowest
recorded forage base biomass (abun-
dance of food supply) in the past 25
years.

“As a result, yellow perch are now
considered the primary forage of
most predators in the system includ-
ing cormorants, northern pike and
especially, walleye,” Grischke said.

Perch are reproducing well in
Saginaw Bay. However, estimates
indicate that more than 99 percent of
each year’s production of fish is not
surviving past the first year.

In an effort to revitalize these perch
populations, the Michigan Natural
Resources Commission responded
by increasing the walleye creel limit
from five fish to eight per day and
decreasing the minimum walleye
size limit from 15 inches to 13.

At the same time, the commission
decreased the daily possession limit
for yellow perch from 50 to 25 fish
for Saginaw Bay.

In addition, the DNR struck its deal
with Serafin.

“This is a piece of an overall man-
agement strategy that’s serving two
goals,” Grischke said. “One is to
reduce commercial fishing effort out
of an already over-capitalized fish-
ery in Saginaw Bay. The second goal
is to investigate the status of the lake
whitefish population in southern
Lake Huron.”

Grischke said the DNR’s previous
fish-sampling efforts have not
included Lake Huron whitefish.
That’s why Serafin’s new commer-
cial fishing operation is considered
experimental, because until he began
netting there this year no one knew
what the whitefish population out of
Harbor Beach was like.

”This is an opportunity for us to
gather information on that popula-
tion — ages and growth, population
size, fish condition — and whether
or not it can support a viable fish-
ery,” Grischke said.

Under the pact with the DNR,
Serafin agreed to explore the white-
fish population in southern Lake
Huron, relieving pressure on the
Saginaw Bay perch fishery.

He was rewarded with a catch of
almost 100,000 pounds of whitefish
this season, despite getting started

two months later than he would have
liked and fishing half the nets he
might ordinarily set.

In exchange for the ability to fish
out of Harbor Beach, Serafin would
permanently give up his multiple
Saginaw Bay licenses, and future
harvest potential, something the
DNR said is significant for Saginaw
Bay.

“We’re doing a lot of things in
Saginaw Bay to address commercial
fishing, walleye and yellow perch,”
Grischke said. “Our management
objective for Saginaw Bay is multi-
faceted. We’re dealing with recre-
ational fishing regulations, cor-
morant control and, now, an experi-
ment to remove commercial fishery
effort from the bay.”

The DNR also plans to stock lake
herring.

“We want to try an experimental
reintroduction of lake herring to pro-
vide both forage and fishing oppor-
tunity. We’re doing all of these
things collectively with the ultimate
goal of improving yellow perch pop-
ulations and the fishery, Grischke
said. “When perch populations are
good, people go fishing.”

When Serafin’s whitefish venture
was first proposed, the idea immedi-
ately drew some negative reaction
from sport anglers who were con-
cerned about potential conflicts with
the netting operation.

Grischke said he understood the
concern, but said the potential for
conflict had changed significantly
over the years.

“The salmon fishery has collapsed
in southern Lake Huron,” Grischke
said. “The potential for user conflict
has waned.”

Grischke said the DNR and the
Lake Huron Citizen Advisory
Committee talked extensively about
what this evaluation project is and
what this isn’t.

“It’s an opportunity for a new com-
mercial venture outside the area that
is frequented by recreational
anglers,” Grischke said. “We believe
both recreational fishing and com-
mercial fishing can co-exist here,
just as they do throughout the Great
Lakes.”
Goniea spent a lot of time this sum-

mer and fall accompanying Serafin
and his crew aboard their 58-foot
vessel, observing and recording data.

“We’re taking a look at potential
impacts on non-target species. We’re
watching it pretty closely,” Goniea
said. “Whitefish make up 90 to 95
percent of the fish in the nets by
number, but you see some drum,
walleye and lake trout.”

According to Goniea, Serafin’s
operation so far is not having a neg-
ative impact on lake trout or walleye
in Lake Huron. He was most recent-
ly aboard Serafin’s boat for a day in
late October.

“They had 206 lake trout in three
nets — 202 alive and four dead,”
Goniea said. “With a release rate this
high of what appear to be very
healthy lake trout, that is negligible
impact.”

In contrast, most of the walleye
captured incidentally in the nets are
dead. This is because walleye are not
able to regulate their air bladders
quickly enough when surfacing from
a water depth of 100 feet. However,
walleye numbers in the nets have
been very low.

“Walleyes are not going to survive
coming up from that depth. But for
all our monitoring this year, there
was never more than eight walleye
per net lift,” Goniea said. “This is a
very low incidental catch rate when
compared to the incidental catch
rates of hundreds of walleye per lift
on Saginaw Bay.”

Goniea said shifting the fishing
pressure from Saginaw Bay perch to
Lake Huron whitefish could be a
win-win situation for both commer-
cial fishermen and recreational
anglers.

“If this experiment is successful,
there will be a lot of commercial gear
retired from an area that has a lot of
it and transferring some of it to an
area without any, while simultane-
ously shifting the commercial har-
vest from yellow perch to whitefish,”
Goniea said. “If this is successful,
we’re looking to remove 20 percent
of the licenses in Saginaw Bay and
30 percent of the trap nets. That’s
huge.”

At this point, no additional com-
mercial fisheries beyond Serafin’s
are being considered for transfer out
of Saginaw Bay.

Although the DNR or Serafin can
back out of the three-year evaluation
agreement, Goniea said he sees no
reason why that should happen.

Though only one year into the
study, the southern Lake Huron
whitefish fishery seems robust
enough to sustain the commercial
activity, kill of non-target species has
been very low, and the DNR hasn’t
recorded conflict with sport fishing
anglers off Harbor Beach.

Perch proposition
DNR hoping fish management experiment with commercial
fisherman will revitalize perch population in Saginaw Bay

DANA SERAFIN (foreground) and his crew

unload lake whitefish from a trap net near Harbor

Beach.  Michigan DNR officials have struck a part-

nership with Serafin that allows the commercial

fisherman to take whitefish from Lake Huron and

at the same time eases commercial fishing pressure

on the perch fishery in Saginaw Bay. (Photo cour-

tesy of the Michigan  DNR)


