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Curtis, Martin honored at Annual Dinner

ADDRESSING the crowd Saturday night during

the Chamber of Commence Annual Dinner gather-

ing is Senator Mike Green, left, who lauded Cass

City’s 2015 Citizen of the Year honoree Pat Curtis.

Erika Martin, right, was named the Junior Citizen

of the Year winner.

Tuscola County man pleads
guilty in embezzlement case

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County man charged
with embezzling hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars from his employer
— the Blue Diamond Steel plant in
Huron County’s Windsor Township
– faces sentencing next month in
Huron County Circuit Court after
entering a plea of guilty last week.
The defendant, Chad M. Letson, 34,

of Akron, was charged with embez-
zlement involving more than
$100,000 worth of money and/or
property, a felony punishable by up
to 20 years in prison and/or a fine of
up to $50,000 or three times the
amount embezzled, whichever is
greater.

Letson was also convicted of using
a computer to commit a crime, a 10-
year felony.

Huron County Circuit Court Judge
Gerald Prill continued Letson’s bond
at $50,000 cash.  He remains lodged
in the Huron County Jail.

Sentencing in
the case has
been scheduled
for Monday,
March 16.

Huron County
S h e r i f f ’ s
deputies arrest-
ed Letson in
November after
company offi-
cials reported

an estimated $800,000-plus worth of
computer hardware missing.

“The circumstances which led to
the arrest (were) that the (suspect)
has been an employee of the compa-
ny since the late 1990s and had been
in a supervisory role since 2011,”

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson explained.  “Apparently,
sometime after his supervisory pro-
motion, he began ordering expensive
computer hardware, which was
claimed to be for existing plant man-
ufacturing machines.  He would then
sell the hardware through the
Internet at a discounted price.

“Because supervisors are allowed
to purchase items without further
management approval, as long as it’s
below a certain dollar limit, these
purchases went undetected” for
some time.

Blue Diamond Steel is a subsidiary
of Huron Castings.  The company
employs more than 200 people and,
when combined with the Huron
Castings family of companies,
boasts a total employment of nearly
800 people.

Chad Letson

Information session on tap

Tuscola County Community Foundation
officials gearing up for next grant cycle

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The weather outside may still be
frightful, but the Tuscola County
Community Foundation is gearing
up to offer area organizations some-
thing delightful in the form of cash.
“The Tuscola County Foundation is

offering grants to fund projects with-

in Tuscola County,” foundation
Executive Director Ken Micklash
said in announcing the next grant
cycle.

Micklash will be hosting an infor-
mational meeting Thursday to
answer prospective recipients’ ques-
tions.  The session will begin at 3
p.m. at the Tuscola Technology
Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

“Approximately $109,000 will be
available to apply for during this
upcoming spring grant cycle for eli-
gible Tuscola County organizations,”
Micklash noted.  “The meeting will
acquaint participants with the com-
munity foundation’s grant guide-
lines, its grant application forms and
additional details concerning the

Please turn to page 16.

CASS CITY’S Cheryl Viney Osentoski captured this magnificent image of a hawk in flight near one

of her neighbor’s homes along Koepfgen Road, just north of M-81.  Osentoski, a photography enthu-

siast whose hobby ranges from outdoor scenes to family portraits, snapped this photo along with sev-

eral others early Friday afternoon after spotting the hawk in a tree. (Related photos, page 16)

New Farm Bureau

chief makes rounds

in nation’s capitol

New Michigan Farm Bureau
(MFB) president Carl Bednarski got
a whirlwind tour of legislative con-
tacts in the nation’s capitol last week,
flanked by a pair of his chief
Lansing-based policy staffers.

Elected as the organization’s 16th
president at MFB’s 2014 annual
meeting last December, the Tuscola
County crop farmer met with legisla-
tors, staff and agricultural labor
advocates.

Bednarski’s packed schedule
included meetings with Congress
members Dan Kildee, Fred Upton,
Dan Benishek, Mike Bishop, Tim
Walberg, John Moolenaar, Dave
Trott, Bill Huizenga, Brenda
Lawrence and Candice Miller. He
also met with Senators Debbie
Stabenow and Gary Peters, and staff
members representing Congressmen
Sander Levin, Justin Amash and
Debbie Dingell.

Discussion topics focused on Farm
Bureau’s national-level priorities,

Please turn to page 16.

Absentee ballots are
available for Feb. 24
special county vote

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County residents unable to get to the polls for a fast-approaching
special election later this month are encouraged to obtain absentee ballots.

The special election is slated for Tuesday, Feb. 24.  County officials are
asking voters to approve a pair of special tax levies to fund veteran services
and local economic development efforts.

The deadline to secure an absentee ballot via mail is 2 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
21.  Citizens can also obtain a ballot in person until 4 p.m. Monday, Feb. 23.

According to the Michigan Department of State, residents are eligible to
vote by absentee ballot if they are a registered voter, at least 60 years old or
older, unable to vote without assistance at the polls, expecting to be out of
town on election day, in jail awaiting arraignment or trial, unable to attend
the polls due to religious reasons, or have been appointed to work as an elec-
tion inspector in a precinct outside of their precinct of residence.
A person who registers to vote by mail must vote in person in the first elec-

tion in which he or she participates.  The restriction does not apply to over-
seas voters, voters who are disabled or voters who are 60 years of age or
older.

The request for an absentee ballot must be in writing and can be submitted
Please turn to page 16.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher 

Pat Curtis and Erika Martin high-

lighted the Cass City Chamber of
Commerce Annual Dinner gala
Saturday, when the pair was
announced as the 2015 Citizen of the

Year and Junior Citizen of the Year
selections.  

For over half a century, the local

Chamber of Commerce has present-
ed the highly coveted awards to indi-
viduals who have gone above and
beyond in their service to the com-
munity. These people have invested
their time, their talents and their
energy to ensuring Cass City
remains a haven for small-town liv-
ing.
This year’s choices certainly exceed

those benchmarks. 
In typical fashion, Connie

Iwankovitsch, Cass City’s 2014
Citizen of the Year choice, gradually
revealed this year’s winner in front
of a packed crowd at the VFW Hall.
“This year’s Citizen of the Year was

born in Detroit and was the second
eldest of 7 children,” Iwankovitsch
began to tell the gathering of Cass
City former and current leaders.

Continuing to unmask the 2015
Citizen of the Year choice,
Iwankovitsch informed the crowd
that this year’s Citizen of the Year
used to deliver newspapers for the
Detroit News and played high school
basketball, track and football before
attending Schoolcraft College.

“His community involvement
includes support for all Rotary
Projects, both financially and physi-
cally, including the St. Patrick’s Day
auction and the Pumpkin Project. He
has served as co-chairs on the
Rotary’s Christmas for Kids (cam-
paign) and 3-on-3 basketball tourna-
ment. He is a Paul Harris Fellow, a
past club president and is the current
club treasurer,” she said.

Iwankovitsch added, as a member
of the Cass City Promotional
Committee, he has donated billboard
advertising, provided vehicles for
community activities, and has sup-
ported the Playscape project,
Summer Mania Car Show, Christmas
in the Village home tours, chamber
events, hospital events, and has
improved and invested in downtown
development by remodeling and
demolition of less than useful build-
ings.

“He has owned Pat Curtis
Chevrolet/Cadillac in Caro since
1983 and owns Curtis Chrysler in
Cass City with sons Dan and Mark.
It is my privilege to introduce Pat
Curtis as this year’s Citizen of the
Year.”

JUNIOR CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Martin, Cass City’s 2015 Junior
Citizen of the Year honoree, also has
a long record of service to the com-
munity.

Her service record to the Thumb
area includes spending time volun-
teering at the Freedom Festival,
Cardboard City, Bay Shore Camp,
Summer Mania, Adopt-A-Highway,
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness,
Senior Health Fair, and Community
Thanksgiving Day dinners.

During her high school tenure,
Martin has participated on the Red
Hawks volleyball, basketball and
softball teams, while working at the
Helen Stevens Memorial Pool,
Thumb Insurance Agency and
Varsity Monthly Magazine.

Martin, the daughter of Ken and
Rose Martin, has also earned several
academic pins over the years includ-
ing awards in American History and
World History. She was voted Cass
City’s 2015 Homecoming queen and
has been active with Academic
Games and student council duties
over the past 4 years. 

Her future plans include attending
the University of Michigan to study
athletic training/humanities in pur-
suit of becoming an athletic trainer.

Martin was chosen from a group of
senior students that also included
Rachel Collins, Katie House, Laken
London, Ethan Montei, Chandler
Pawloski, Barbara Steely and Erin
Zdrojewski.
“I know I speak for all the nominees

when I say that it’s a great honor to
be nominated for this award. I am

Please turn to page 8.
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Healthy Home Series on tap at Hills and Dales 
Hills and Dales General Hospital in

Cass City will be hosting its
“Healthy Home Series” starting next
week.

The series is open to the public and
is scheduled to begin Friday, Feb. 20.
The series will run for eight weeks,
every Friday (except Good Friday).
There are two program times avail-
able; noon to 1 p.m. and 5:30 to 6:30

p.m.
Central Michigan University dietet-

ics student Sarah Zmierski will be
leading the series with Diana Achatz,
dietician at Hills and Dales.

Topics will include reading and
understanding food labels, food safe-
ty and preparation, grocery shop-
ping, food preservation and physical
activity.  Participants will learn how
to implement simple strategies in

their households to improve overall
health and wellness for their entire
family.

The series is free of charge and par-
ticipants are not required to attend all
sessions, but are encouraged to do
so.  Space is limited.  Residents can
register by contacting Zmierski via
email at zmier1sb@cmich.edu or by
calling (989) 912-6369.

Baker College to host financial aid workshop
Baker College of Cass City, a satel-

lite of Baker College of Flint, will
hold its 2015 Senior Open House
and Financial Aid Workshop
Saturday, Feb. 28, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. at the local Baker College cam-
pus, 6667 Main St.
The event is designed to help poten-

tial college-bound high school sen-
iors and their parents learn about the
Baker College career programs and
complete the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for the
2015-2016 academic year.  The
FAFSA determines the eligibility of
college students for annual student
financial aid, including Pell Grants,
federal student loans and the Federal
Work-Study program, among many
other programs.

The workshop is free of charge and
open to all high school seniors,
whether or not they have identified
their colleges of choice.
Reservations must be received no
later than Wednesday, Feb. 25, and
early reservations are encouraged
because seating is limited.

There will be a drawing for an
attendee to win a scholarship for a
four-credit-hour course at Baker
College of Cass City.

Advisors and financial aid officers
will be available to provide one-on-
one assistance about financial aid
and information about Baker College
of Cass City and its programs. Baker
College students have access to
financial assistance, including schol-
arships, grants, low-interest loans

and work-study programs.
The schedule for the open
house/workshop is:

*9:30-9:45 a.m. - Registration and
continental breakfast.

*9:45-10:30 a.m. - Financial aid
presentation, detailed instruction.

*10:30-11:30 a.m. - Individual
advising and campus tours.

Parents and students are encour-
aged to bring the following informa-

tion, if available: 2014 U.S. federal
tax forms 1040 and W-2, and 2014
untaxed income amounts (e.g., Aid
to Dependent Children, Social
Security, child support, etc.).

To make a reservation, complete an
online reservation form at
www.baker.edu: click on
Admissions, then on Financial Aid
Workshop. Or, contact the admis-
sions office at (989) 872-6000.

Area blood drives scheduled
The American Red Cross encour-

ages eligible donors to help ensure a
sufficient and diverse blood supply
by giving blood this February.

Since the beginning of the year,
widespread flu and inclement winter
weather in some parts of the country
have prevented many regular donors
from making or keeping their blood
donation appointments. Healthy and
diverse blood donors are needed to
help maintain a sufficient blood sup-
ply.

Diversity among blood donors is
important because red blood cells
carry markers that determine one’s
blood type, and certain blood types
are unique to specific racial and eth-
nic groups. Blood must be matched
very closely for those patients with
rare blood types or for those who
need repeated transfusions. Patients
are less likely to have complications
from blood donated by someone
with a similar ethnicity. 

All blood types are needed, espe-

cially types O negative, A negative
and B negative. To learn more about
donating blood and to schedule an
appointment, download the Red
Cross Blood Donor App, visit red-
crossblood.org or call 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Upcoming blood donation opportu-
nities:

Huron County
Pigeon
2/27/2015: 9:30 a.m. - 3:15 p.m.,
Laker High School, 6136 Pigeon
Road

Sanilac County
Deckerville
2/23/2015: 2 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.,
Deckerville High School, 2633
Black River Street
Lexington
2/24/2015: 12:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.,
St. Denis Parish Center, 7200
Denissen Street
Minden City
2/24/2015: 1 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.,
Minden City Village Hall, 1585 1st
Street
Sandusky
2/19/2015: 1 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.,
Countryside Family Center, 912 W.
Sanilac Road

Tuscola County
Mayville
2/23/2015: 1 p.m. - 6:45 p.m., St.
Joseph Catholic Church, 315 W.
Ohmer Road
Vassar
2/26/2015: 12 p.m. - 5:45 p.m.,
Vassar Eagles, 651 S. State Road
How to donate blood
Simply call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-

800-733-2767) or visit redcross-
blood.org to make an appointment or
for more information. All blood
types are needed to ensure a reliable
supply for patients. A blood donor
card or driver’s license or two other
forms of identification are required
at check-in. Individuals who are 17
years of age (16 with parental con-
sent in some states), weigh at least
110 pounds and are in generally
good health may be eligible to
donate blood. High school students
and other donors 18 years of age and
younger also have to meet certain
height and weight requirements.

About the American Red Cross
The American Red Cross shelters,

feeds and provides emotional sup-
port to victims of disasters; supplies
about 40 percent of the nation’s
blood; teaches skills that save lives;
provides international humanitarian
aid; and supports military members
and their families. The Red Cross is
a not-for-profit organization that
depends on volunteers and the gen-
erosity of the American public to
perform its mission. For more infor-
mation, please visit redcross.org or
visit Twitter at @ RedCross.

Andrea Bartz and Brenden
Frederick announce their engage-
ment.  

Andrea graduated from Western
Michigan University and is an ele-
mentary teacher at Pennfield
Schools.  Brenden graduated from
Cass City High School and is a line
leader at Musashi Auto Parts in
Battle Creek.  
A July wedding is planned. 

Andrea Bartz and 
Brenden Frederick
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Prevention the key in

sudden cardiac death
The face of youth probably isn’t the first image that

comes to mind when you hear about someone suffering
a fatal heart attack.

But it happens.  In fact, every year sudden cardiac
death of the young (SCDY) claims the lives of more than
300 children and young adults under the age of 40 in
Michigan.

Between 1999 and 2009 in the state, there were 3,134
young individuals between the ages of one and 39 years
who died of sudden cardiac death.  Of those, 246 were
between five and 19 years of age. 

That’s why we’re taking a few moments to recognize
Gov. Rick Snyder and the Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) for their joint campaign to
celebrate American Heart Month in February and pro-
mote ways to prevent death at a younger age due to car-
diac conditions.

We would also like to offer a pat on the back to local
school officials, whose efforts in the area of being pre-
pared for a cardiac emergency have earned them special
recognition at the state level. 

“Cardiac arrest is often an unexpected event and is
especially frightening when a young person is
involved,” said Dr. Matthew Davis, chief medical exec-
utive with the MDCH.  “Early recognition and immedi-
ate intervention is critical for survival, and our hope is
that all Michigan residents will know how to respond
when someone has a cardiac arrest.”

SCDY is when a young, apparently healthy person dies
suddenly from a cardiac arrest. SCDY, sometimes
caused by inherited conditions that affect the heart’s
structure or how it beats, is a tragic event for families
and communities, and prevention is the key.  Often, a
sudden cardiac event is the first apparent sign in a
young person, making it vitally important to be prepared
for cardiac emergencies.

By raising awareness and with appropriate screening
and care, young people at risk can be identified and
have longer, healthier lives. Evaluating heart health and
knowing one’s personal and family heart history are
keys to identifying those at risk and preventing SCDY.

Implementation of cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) and an automated external defibrillator (AED)
within 3-5 minutes is crucial for increasing the chance
of survival for cardiac arrest victims.

The American Heart Association (AHA) recommends
the “Chain of Survival”, which includes five important
steps: early recognition of a cardiac arrest and calling
9-1-1; rapid bystander response with hands-only CPR;
use of an AED; advanced life support; and post-cardiac
care.

Since July 1, 2014, Michigan schools have been
required by state law to have a written cardiac emer-
gency response plan. Michigan schools can also receive
an honorary designation as a MI HEARTSafe School by
taking additional steps to prepare for a cardiac event.

In May 2014, 40 Michigan schools – including Cass
City Elementary and Cass City Junior-Senior High
School — were awarded three-year designations as a MI
HEARTSafe School by MDCH, AHA, Michigan
Department of Education, and Michigan Alliance for
Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death.

In order for a school to receive a MI HEARTSafe
School designation, it must perform at least one cardiac
emergency response drill per year; have a written emer-
gency response plan and team; have current CPR/AED
certification of at least 10 percent of its staff; have
accessible, properly maintained and inspected AEDs
with signs identifying their location; and ensure pre-par-
ticipation sports screening of all student athletes using
the current physical and history form endorsed by the
Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA).

People have their bucket lists – things they want to do
before they, you know, kick the bucket. And, people
have lists of goals – also things they want to do. But
how about a list of “I nevers?” You know, things you’ve
never done, and probably never will – but you never
know. 
I started this list a while ago, and then happened to see

it played as a game on a TV talk show where the guests
answered honestly whether they’d never been to a nude
beach, never been arrested or never seen one another
naked. My nevers are decidedly less movie-star and
more G-rated. Although I never have been to a nude
beach.
Here goes:
I’ve never milked a cow.
I’ve never found Nemo.
I’ve never eaten yellow snow.
I’ve never swam with sharks. (That I know of. I did
swim with a barracuda once.)
I’ve never danced with wolves.
I’ve never taken a Caribbean, Alaskan or any type of
cruise. (Although I do use cruise control on occasion.)
I’ve never plucked a chicken.
I’ve never eaten green eggs and ham. 
I’ve never been a millionaire. (But I’m open to the pos-
sibility.)
I’ve never fired a gun (unless you count the BB vari-
ety).
I’ve never eaten the worm – or any worm for that mat-
ter.
I’ve never purchased margarine.
I’ve never been a ghost buster.
I’ve never gone with the wind.
I’ve never had a close encounter of the first, second or
third kind.
I’ve never been to Fantasy Island.
I’ve never gotten a tattoo.
I’ve never given my regards to Broadway. 
I’ve never had a brand new car.
I’ve never watched Dirty Dancing. (Hard to believe, I
know.)
I’ve never lost a glass slipper.
I’ve never worn blue suede shoes.
I’ve never had a pedicure.
I’ve never put lipstick on a pig. (Not even sure they
have lips.)
I’ve never watched The Big Bang Theory.
I’ve never raided the lost ark. 
I’ve never played Candy Crush Saga.
I’ve never had a little lamb.
I’ve never killed a mockingbird. 
I’ve never followed the yellow brick road.
I’ve never changed the cat litter. 
I’ve never ridden in a New York taxi or a streetcar
named Desire.
I’ve never flown first class. 
I’ve never lived in Hawaii. (Or visited. Sigh.)
I’ve never been a rebel without a cause.
I’ve never been to the Grand Canyon (even though I
lived in Arizona for two years).
I’ve never Vined.

I’ve never written a novel. 
I’ve never run in a marathon (or 5K for that matter).
I’ve never had one of those fancy K-cups of coffee.
I’ve never watched Frozen. (An admission that is going to
catch me some serious scrutiny.)
I’ve never flown over the cuckoo’s nest.
I’ve never owned an artificial Christmas tree.
I’ve never used power tools (but want to).
I’ve never returned to a school for homecoming.
I’ve never tasted the grapes of wrath.
I’ve never had an apple tree.
I’ve never chopped down a tree.
I’ve never eaten chopped liver.

A person could go on forever with their nevers. I hope
I’ve encouraged you to think about it yourself. What have
you never done? This process has helped me realize there
are some things on the list that I hope I get to, eventually.
Especially the trips to Hawaii and the Grand Canyon –
but probably not the tattoo or lipstick on the pig. Then
again, I’ve learned to never say never.

—

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcome having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 

The Cass City Area Historical and Genealogy Society
are gathering at Rawson Memorial Library on Monday,
February 16 at 2 p.m. in the afternoon. The program for
the afternoon will be presented by Jerry Cleland on the
History of the Holbrook Area. This was one of the first
settlements in the Thumb of Michigan. 

***********

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson reminds residents that
all branch offices and the Office of the Great Seal will
be closed in observance of Presidents Day on Monday,
Feb. 16.

The Department of State mails notices to motorists 45
days before their driver’s license or license plates expire
to give them ample time to renew.  Licenses and plates
that expire on a day when state offices are closed, such
as a holiday or weekend, can be renewed the following
day without penalty.
Most people renewing license plates, driver’s licenses
and ID cards can do business online at
www.ExpressSOS.com or by mail.  Easy to follow
instructions can be found with the renewal notice.
Additional services can be done online as well.

License plate tabs can also be renewed at Self-Service
Stations, many of which are available around the clock.
Visit the Branch Office Locator at
www.michigan.gov/SOS to find a Self-Service Station
near you.

With the exception of holidays, branch offices are open
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m.  Smaller branch offices may close for the lunch
hour. On Wednesdays most offices are open from 11
a.m. to 7 p.m.

**********

On Saturday, Feb. 14, and Sunday, Feb. 15, everyone
in Michigan – including residents and non-residents –
can fish without a license, though all other fishing regu-
lations still apply.

These two days make up the Winter Free Fishing
Weekend – an annual effort to promote Michigan’s
world-class fishing opportunities. While many individu-
als and families will bundle up and head out to fish for
free on their own, the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources points out there are many organized events
scheduled throughout the state to celebrate the weekend
as well.

Tight lines friends.

**********

MSU Extension will be offering the Cooking for
Crowds food safety program soon.

Cooking for Crowds is a program designed to educate
non-profit groups that prepare food for their members or
the general public as part of food fundraisers and events.
It is designed to teach food safety concepts as it relates
to preparing food for the public so that the prepared
food is both safe and delicious.

The Cooking for Crowds class will be held:
*Thursday, March 5, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.  at the

Sandusky District Library, 55 E Sanilac Rd, Sandusky. 
*Monday, March 9, from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. at the

MSU Extension-Huron County Office, 1142 S Van
Dyke, Suite 200, Bad Axe; and

*Friday, March 27, from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
MSU Extension-Tuscola County Office, 362 Green St.,
Caro. 

Cost for the class is $10 per person. Contact MSU
Extension at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 602).

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
$5.00 each insertion;  additional words 15 cents
each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
Save money by enclosing cash with mail orders.
Rates for display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and tele-
phone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to
call for verification, but won’t be used in the news-
paper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clari-
ty.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific
nature, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is
a $5 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

President Barack Obama
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/

Gov.  Rick Snyder
State Capitol Building

Lansing, MI 48909
www.mich.gov

U.S. Sen. Carl Levin
SR-269 Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

levin.senate.gov/contact/incex.cfm
(202) 224-6221

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow
133 Hart Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
senator@stabenow.senate.gov

(202) 224-4822

U.S. Rep. Candice Miller
1034 Longworth House Offc. Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-2106

candicemiller.house.gov

U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee
327 Cannon House Offc. Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515
(202)225-3611

State Sen. Mike Green
1010 Farnum Building

P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

mgreen@senate.michigan.gov
(517) 373-1777

State Rep. Terry Brown
S1188 House Office Building

P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909-7514

terrybrown@house.mi.gov
(517 373-0476

Tuscola County 
Board of Commissioners

207 E. Grant St.
Caro, MI 48723
(989) 672-3700

Contact 
your elected

officials
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:
*Christopher M. Gerds, 33, Burton,

pleaded guilty to a charge of larceny
of $1,000 to $20,000 by conversion
June 2 in Caro.  He was also convict-
ed of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

The plea was taken under advise-
ment by the court, which ordered a
pre-sentence investigation in the
case and continued bond at $10,000.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Michael R. Snyder, 59, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
fourth degree criminal sexual con-
duct and assault or assault and bat-
tery between Feb. 1, 2013, and
March 14, 2014, in Indianfields
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Michael A. Nichols, 22, Attica,
pleaded guilty to two counts of third
degree criminal sexual conduct
involving a victim at least 13 years
of age but under 16 years between
April 12 and Aug. 26, 2014, in Cass
City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$25,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jason M. Fraley, 28, Millington,
pleaded no contest to charges of lar-
ceny in a building and larceny of
property valued at $1,000 to $20,000
between Aug. 15 and Oct. 7, 2014, in
Vassar Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Michael J. Gwyn, 41, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to possession of mari-
juana, subsequent offense, Aug. 1 in
Mayville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Shawn M. Gwyn, 21, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to possession of a
controlled substance Aug. 1 in
Mayville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

DAVID GLOER (right), POET Biorefining (Caro)

general manager, visits with U.S. Rep. John

Moolenaar (MI-4) during his trip to Washington,

D.C., where Gloer met with Congressional officials

to emphasize the role ethanol plays in reducing

America’s dependence on foreign oil.

POET chief takes message to capitol
David Gloer, general manager of

POET Biorefining – Caro, traveled
to Washington, D.C. last week to
meet with Congressional officials
and highlight the important role
ethanol plays in reducing the United
States’ dependence on foreign oil
and revitalizing the American econo-
my.

Gloer joined Growth Energy mem-
bers, including CEO Tom Buis, for a
series of bipartisan meetings on
Capitol Hill. Discussion focused on
the current state of the industry and
stressed the importance of protecting
the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS)
and increasing market access for
E15.

“It’s crucial our representatives in
Washington understand the benefits
of ethanol – that it creates jobs in
Michigan, keeps gas prices down
and contributes to our local
economies,” said Gloer. “It’s essen-
tial we work with our lawmakers to
take the steps necessary to maintain
the RFS and to get E15 and other
ethanol blends into the marketplace
to allow for additional consumer
choice.”
During the trip, Gloer met with offi-

cials from the offices of Senators
David Perdue (R-Georgia) and Joni
Ernst (R-Iowa), as well as Reps.
Dave Loebsack (Iowa-2), Mark
DeSaulnier (California- 11), John
Ratcliffe (Texas-4), Chris Collins
(New York-27), David Young (Iowa-
3), Richard Hudson (North Carolina-
8), Rick W. Allen (Georgia-12),
Mimi Walters (California-45), David

Rouzer (North Carolina-7) and Rod
Blum (Iowa-1).

POET, one of the world’s largest
ethanol producers, is a leader in
biorefining through its efficient, ver-
tically integrated approach to pro-
duction. The 25-year-old company
has a production capacity in excess

of 1.6 billion gallons of ethanol and
9 billion pounds of high-protein ani-
mal feed annually from its network
of 27 production facilities.

POET, through its joint venture
with DSM, also operates a commer-
cial-scale cellulosic ethanol plant in
Emmetsburg, Iowa.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Digging out can

be an adventure 
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

After last week’s snow storm, I have a renewed respect for local and
county road crews and especially for the folks who run those giant pieces
of equipment with ease.
Sure, it might look as simple as blading snow, scooping snow and haul-

ing snow (repeat, etc.), but I can tell you that it isn’t that easy, at least it
wasn’t for me on a much smaller scale.

I awoke after the storm to find nine or 10 inches piled up and drifted
everywhere.  Now, when we lived along Koepfgen Road, just an eighth
of a mile or so off M-81, getting to work under these circumstances was
basically a matter of getting up enough speed to slide backwards out of
my driveway and onto the road.

Not so out here in Deford, where open fields and the right wind direc-
tion can make quick work of ensuring you’re going to be plowing for a
while.  No problem, I thought; I’m fortunate enough to have found a nice
used Kubota tractor with a bucket that should get me out of here in a rea-
sonable amount of time.

In all fairness, the equipment is more than enough to get someone out
and on their way if they really know what they’re doing.  But I’m not
him.  Not yet, anyway.

I’ve put in enough time on this tractor to be familiar with the controls,
but this was my first attempt to clear away a significant amount of snow.

I quickly realized I have a really loooooong driveway.  I also learned a
few things in the process, starting with the realization of something I
already knew – using a bucket to move snow is a matter of ensuring the
angle of the bucket is just right.  If you don’t, you either end up plowing
a distance of several feet and coming up with a bucket holding only a
handful of snow, or you find yourself trying to grade a frozen driveway.

Unfortunately, knowing doesn’t necessarily translate into doing,
although in time my skills improved and I gained some confidence.

Of course, that’s about the time I reached the end of the driveway and
was lifting a bucketful of snow when one of my neighbors waved to me.
Not wanting to look like a rookie, I waved nonchalantly, forgetting that
my hand was still on the control of the bucket, which continued rising
until its contents began to spill over onto my head and lap.

Good thing I wasn’t scooping boulders, you know?
In the end, the whole process took much longer than it should have due

to my lack of experience, but I felt reasonably accomplished, having suc-
ceeded at something other than writing, editing or taking photos.  I mean,
I’m not really the sort anyone would consider mechanically inclined.

Truth is, the only thing I’ve ever been able to build with any consistent
success is a bonfire.

Oh well, I guess it’s all in how you measure success.
Sometimes it’s all about the adventure – jumping right in with both feet;

taking the risk and embracing the moment.  No fear, no regrets.
And, sometimes it’s about ending the day without having injured any-

one or causing any major property damage.
Mission accomplished.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Madison Ware, 6, recently donated
12 inches of her hair to Locks of
Love, a non-profit organization that
provides free hairpieces to disad-
vantaged children suffering from
medical-related hair loss.

Cass City grappler Kevven
Dorland was presented the Rich
Reed Memorial Trophy, given to
the Greater Thumb Conference
most valuable wrestler. 

Bulldog seniors Christy Schmidt
and Nick Zaleski were announced
Owen-Gage’s Snowball queen and
king. 

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Cass City High School sophomore

Kyle Swanson has been appointed
to a 3-year term on the Michigan
Community foundations’ Youth
Project Committee.  Swanson cur-
rently is the president of the Future
Youth Involvement Board, which is
comprised of young people repre-
senting all of the counties’ schools. 

Kerry Shagene was named to the
Albion College dean’s list for the
fall semester. Shagene is a junior
majoring in speech education and
elementary education program. She
is the daughter of William and
Andrea Shagene of Cass City. 

Cass City Tiger Cub Den 6-9798
recently toured the Chronicle
office. They are Lillian Woodhull,
Zachary Clapper, Aaron Vincent,
Sam Kolacz, Ian Wheeler, Jesse
Nye and Bryan Pinkowski. 

The estimated number of farms in
Michigan is 53,200 according to the
USDA-NASS-Michigan Statistical
Office. Land in farms was estimat-
ed at 10.1 million acres. 

25 YEARS AGO (1990)
Let me pass on an addiction from

the Gen-Tel booklet, “2001 Imagine
the possibilities”. This one says:
”Most school subjects requiring
rote learning of facts will be taught
by computer terminal. The tradi-
tional ‘teacher’ will become more
of a mentor and manager of instruc-
tion.” I can agree if “manager of
instructions” means watching the
kids and keeping order while the
terminal spews forth its informa-
tion. And that’s one of the principal
jobs they have today. One way or
another, you have to get and keep
their attention and who else but a
teacher can do it? (From Rabbit
Tracks)

The Euchre Club met Saturday
evening at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Cliff Jackson. High prizes
were won by Mrs. Leonard Beulla

and Jerry Decker. Low prizes were
won by Mrs. Ronnie Gracey and
Leonard Beulla. Mrs. Jerry Decker
won the traveling prize. 

When asked about what traits he
would like to see in a person Glenn
Guilds of Cass City didn’t hesitate.
He wants to see all the traditional
ones. High on his list are honesty,
friendliness and a good sense of
humor. Guilds graduated from Cass
City High School in 1978. Guilds
works for Bauer Candy Co.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)
Little eggs. Ernest Periso’s 2-

year-old Leghorn hen had been lay-
ing regular size eggs, but then laid
eight tiny ones. It hasn’t laid any
since. 

A milestone was passed last July
and it slipped by and we didn’t even
notice it. It was in July that Thelma
Jackson marked 25 years writing
the Holbrook news for the
Chronicle. During that period I can
recall her missing an issue because
of vacation. There may have been
others, but you could count them on
one hand. And in all those years
each week’s news has been com-
plete from the area she covers. She
has had much to do with the excel-
lent circulation that the Chronicle
has achieved in that area. (From
Rabbit Tracks) 

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Harry Little took over as the new

President of the Cass City Chamber
of Commerce from Jim Courtney
who is leaving Cass City. Little is
no stranger to the Chamber affairs,
having been involved with the
organization for most of its 25
years.

Mrs. Donald Wildman, local
teacher and 4-H knitting instructor,
has enrolled a group of young knit-
ters.  They call themselves the
“Knit-Wits”, they number 36 and
meet each Tuesday after school.

Walley (Ted) Lubaczewski Jr. of
Gagetown plays the drums in the
nationally known “Marv Herzog
Polka Band” of Frankenmuth. 

Members of Cass City’s FFA
Chapter won Big Acre jackets in the
crop judging contest. The winners
are Bill Wills, Raymond Koch, Fred
Milligan, and John Broecker.
Broecker took first place in field
beans, wheat and oats, while Wills
took a second place award in field
beans and wheat. Koch took a first
place award in corn. Milligan took a
third place award in corn. 

Public Speaking awards were pre-
sented to three Cass City FFA mem-
bers. John Broecker and Jeff
Moore, who each won gold awards
and Debbie Broecker, who took a
silver award. 

50 YEARS AGO (1965)
In an effort to meet competition,

Cass City Board of Education
members okayed an improved
salary schedule that is expected to
cost the district an additional
$18,000 next year. 

Members or the Michigan
Education Association are plugging
for a professional negotiation con-
tract with the Cass City School
District. 

Plans for Cass City’s proposed

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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new high school are slated to be
ready for Board of Education
scrutiny within two weeks, supt.
Donald Crouse said. 

Five candidates are seeking the
three open posts for trustee seats on
village council. The candidate
include Glen McCullough, Mrs.
Gladys Albee, Warren Wood,
Bernard Freiburger and Lee
Rabideau. Barring anything unfore-
seen, Lambert Althaver will be
nominated as village president. 

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department is on the lookout for the
petty thieves who are breaking into
pay phones in the county and steal-
ing money. 

75 YEARS AGO (1940)
Tuscola County growers produced

sugar beets which when manufac-
tured represented 370,003 bags of
sugar, each weighing 100 pounds.
For this they will receive a federal
bonus of 60 cents a hundredweight
of sugar which totals $224,417.52
for the crop. Growers are signing
applications for this bonus this
week. Signatures of the growers are
being taken at the office of the
Tuscola County Agricultural
Conservation Association in the
county court house. Government
payments to growers are approxi-
mately $1.82 per ton of sugar beets
raised and delivered to factories. 

Damages estimated around
$50,000 were caused when fire
destroyed the Lincoln Theatre and
its equipment at Sebewaing and
spread to two neighboring business
places, the Arnold Layher jewelry
store and the Edward Zimmer bar-
ber shop. The Jewelry store and
barber shop were damaged by water
and smoke. The interior of the two-
story theatre was destroyed. Only
the walls are left standing. J.L.
Chapman, owner of the theatre,
estimated his loss in theatre equip-
ment is at least $10,000.
Conservation Officer Arthur Webb

was in Cass City and took away
with him Jim, the pet coon J. S.
Parrott has harbored for 10 years.
Mr. Parrott has presented this ani-
mal to the Swan Creek Wild Life
Experiment Station at Allegan. Jim
Coon paid a visit to the down town
section of Cass City Saturday and
attracted a great deal of attention. 

100 YEARS AGO (1915)
The annual meeting of the Thumb

Creamery Co. at Caro announced
that at the Cass City plant, 119,000
pounds of butter were manufac-
tured and at the Caro plant, 102,000
pounds. The Cass City plant has
showed better financial returns to
the stockholders. During the meet-
ing J.R. Hooper was elected presi-
dent of the company; J.D. Brooker,
vice president; W.A. Mudge, secre-
tary and manager; J.H. Beckton,
treasurer. Edward Pinney and J.D.
Brooker were chosen as Cass City’s
plant directors.

Twenty-one farmers got together
at the home of Wells Spencer to
organize the Deford Farmers’ Club,
electing the following officers:
pres., Wells Spencer; vice-pres.,
Wm. Parks; sec’y, Mrs. F. Hegler;
treas., Ben Hicks; chaplain, Rev.
V.J. Hufton. Mrs. Fred Ball takes
care of the question box. 
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The Michigan State Police, Emergency Management and Homeland
Security Division (MSP/EMHSD) recently announced that teachers have
enrolled nearly 6,000 Michigan fifth graders in the Student Tools for
Emergency Planning (STEP) program.

The participants include fifth grade students at Cass City Elementary
School.

Known as STEP, this classroom curriculum enables teachers to prepare stu-
dents for various emergencies, including tornadoes, flooding and storms.

“We are excited to have another record-breaking year for STEP program
enrollment,” said Capt. Chris A. Kelenske, deputy state director of
Emergency Management and Homeland Security and commander of the
MSP/EMHSD.  “Our fifth graders will be learning important and potential-
ly life-saving lessons about emergency preparedness, making their families
and communities better prepared for emergencies and disasters.”

The STEP program provides teachers with emergency preparedness mate-
rials at no cost to the school, including instructor guides, copies of student
handouts and starter emergency supply kids for each student.  The basic les-
son includes one hour of instruction, but teachers have the option of expand-
ing the lessons to include eight hours of material.

To-date, 92 schools statewide are enrolled in the STEP program, reaching
5,968 students.  Last year, 5,494 fifth grade students were enrolled at 88
schools.

STEP is sponsored by the MSP/EMHSD and Federal Emergency
Management Agency, and funded by a grant from the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security.

Cass City kids “in STEP”
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To-date, 92 schools statewide, including Cass
City Elementary School, are enrolled in the 

STEP program, reaching 5,968 students.  Last 
year, 5,494 fifth grade students were enrolled

at 88 schools.

Albert Anthes

Albert James Anthes, 94, of Cass
City, died Friday, February 6, 2015
in Tendercare Nursing Facility Cass
City following a brief illness.  

He was born January 24, 1921 at
home in Cass City, the youngest of
three children born to Amasa and
Elizabeth (Ott) Anthes.   

He married Laura Marie Tesho on
his 21st birthday, January 24, 1942
in the Trinity United Methodist
Church parsonage.  She died March
5, 1988.  He married Gladys
Robinson September 4, 1988 in Cass
City.  She died February 28, 2012.
When he was a young boy, his fam-

ily moved to the farm where he
worked and spent his life.  Albert and
his brother were cash crop farmers
and they owned and operated Anthes
Brothers Building Movers for many
years.  Albert enjoyed fishing and
spent many winters with his son-in-
law, other relatives, and friends spear
fishing through the ice.  But Albert
loved Florida and wintered there for
more than 30 years.  Albert was a tal-
ented builder and wood worker.  He
made toy boxes, many pieces of
miniature furniture for grandchil-
dren, and many birdhouses that he
gave to people from all over the
United States, Canada and even
Germany.  In November, when his
health kept him from going to his
beloved winter residence in Arcadia,
Florida, he moved into the home of
his daughter until a few days before
he died.  Al was very matter-of-fact
about life and death and he wouldn’t
hesitate to give you his opinion.  He
enjoyed his many neighborhood
friends and those he shared coffee
with on Thursday mornings.

Albert is survived by his children:
Linda and Dailey Parrish of Cass
City, Aaron and Sharon Anthes of
Gagetown; grandchildren:  Lisa and
Martin Venema and Denise and
Doug Hindenlang; great grandchil-
dren:  Libby, Andrew, Jenna and
Todd; many nieces and nephews;
special friends, Glen and Jean
Gavriloff of Arcadia, FL, who kept a
watchful eye over Al allowing him to
continue to winter in Florida.  
He was preceded in death by his sis-

ter, Mabel (John) Ondrajka; brother,
Amasa (Virginia) Anthes.  

A memorial service will take place
in the spring of 2015 with the Rev.
Jackie Roe of Cass City United
Methodist Church officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery.  Memorials
may be made to Cass City United
Methodist Church or Revive C.C.
Ministries.  Family and friends may
share memories, prayers and stories
with the family at www.kranzfuner-
alhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home, Cass City, Michigan.

Dolores Bednarczyk

Dolores Ann Bednarczyk, 80, of
Cass City, died unexpectedly
Monday, February 2, 2015 in
William Beaumont Hospital Troy.
She was born October 25, 1934 in
Detroit to Joseph Edward and Violet
(Ribscoe) Forster.  

She married Edward Andrew
Bednarczyk May 16, 1953 in St.
Mary Magdalen Catholic Church,
Hazel Park.

Dolores graduated from St. Rita
High School Detroit.  She was a lov-
ing mother and homemaker.  After
her children were grown and moved
away Dolores took a job with ITT as
an Administrative Assistant for ten
years.  Dolores and Ed moved to the
Cass City area 23 years ago.  They
are members of Our Lady Consolata
Parish, St. Pancratius Catholic
Church and former members of St.
Irenaeus Catholic Church in
Rochester Hills.  Dolores enjoyed
reading, sewing, needlework, and
making delicious candy for family
and friends.  Dolores and Ed traveled
extensively throughout the U.S. 
Dolores is survived by her husband,

Edward; children:  Marie
Bednarczyk of Lapeer, Edward
Bednar of Charlotte, NC, Robert
(Lynn) Black of Charlotte, NC and
Matthew (Donna) Bednarczyk of
Berkley; grandchildren:  Daniel
(Kanko) Bednar, Andrew Bednar,
Kenneth Bednar, Luke Bednarczyk,
Meredith Black and Philip
Bednarczyk; and great-grandson,
Joseph.  Dolores will also be missed
by sisters:  Phyllis Hackenbruch of
Port Huron and Barbara (George)
Knoppe of Hazel Park; brother,
Lawrence (Nancy) Forster of
Alpena; sister-in-law:  Shirley
(Robert) Harper of Clarkston; broth-
er-in-law, Frank (Irene) Bednarczyk
of Brighton; and many nieces and
nephews.  
She was preceded in death by broth-

ers: Joseph Forster and Thomas
Forster; and sister-in-law, Wanda
Green.

Funeral services were held Friday,
February 6 in Our Lady Consolata
Parish, St. Pancratius Catholic
Church Cass City with the Rev.
Christian Tabares officiating. 

Interment will be in Elkland

Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to The

National Shrine of the Cross In The
Woods, Indian River.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Leland Hartel

Leland J. Hartel, 81, of Cass City,
passed away Monday, February 2,
2015 at the Tuscola County Medical
Care Community in Caro.  Lee was
born June 23, 1933 in Argyle, the son
of the late Charles A. & Genevieve
(Kramp) Hartel. 

He grew up on a farm outside of
Argyle and graduated from Cass
City High School with the Class of
1951, where he was a four sport ath-
lete and was awarded as the top ath-
lete in his class. His love for Cass
City would remain throughout his
life as one of its most avid sports
fans and former Little League coach.
Lee was employed as a quality con-
trol manager for the Walbro
Corporation in Cass City for more
than twenty years. He also worked
for several years in maintenance at
the Tuscola County Medical Care
Facility before joining his son, Scott,
at Testing Services Group in Lapeer
as a driver. He was an active member
and leader at the Novesta Church of
Christ for many years. Lee enjoyed
the outdoors and would often be
found in his flower garden, hunting
or fishing. He was also a talented

woodworker and loved traveling,
proud of the fact he never took the
same road twice. His favorite times
were spent with grandchildren, and
he loved attending any event in
which they were involved. 

Lee is survived by six children and
their spouses, Sharon Reid of
Richland, Scott & Molli Hartel of
Lapeer, Sandy & Jim Schulz of
Unionville, Jeff & Ann Hartel of
Cass City, Libby & Paul Treiber of
Unionville, Brad & Val Hartel of
Caro; seventeen grandchildren and
twenty great-grandchildren. The
Hartel family would like to extend a

special thanks to the Tuscola County
Medical Care Community for their
love and care over the past few
years. Their profession is truly a call-
ing. 

Funeral services were held
Saturday, February 7 at the Ransford
Collon Funeral Home in Caro with
the Rev. Cameron Steele officiating.  

Those planning an expression of
sympathy may wish to consider
memorial contributions to the Cass
City Athletic Boosters. 

The family was assisted with these
arrangements by the Ransford
Collon Funeral Home of Caro.
Friends may share memories,
thoughts and prayers online at
www.RansfordCollon.com.

Glen Peters

Glen A. “Sonny” Peters, 90, of
Ubly, passed away unexpectedly
February 2, 2015 at Huron Medical
Center in Bad Axe. 

He was born September 3, 1924 in
Argyle to the late Benjamin and
Ellen (Boag) Peters. He married
Lorraine Michalski on October 1,
1949 at St. Ignatius Catholic Church
in Frieburg. 
Glen was a graduate of the Sand Fly

Country School and attended the
Marlette High School.  He was
employed at the Argyle Creamery
before enlisting in the U.S. Navy
during WWII, where he served in
both the Atlantic and Pacific the-
aters.  After returning home he was
employed at the Mueller Brass &
Ford Motor Rouge Plant. After mar-
rying Lorraine, they operated the
Austin Center family grocery store.
After moving to the farm he also
worked at Travco in Brown City for
several years. At this time he
expanded the dairy and crop farming
operation until his retirement in

1989.
Glen was a parishioner at St.

Ignatius Catholic Church all of his
married life, where he was an usher
and Eucharistic Minister. He enjoyed
horses, hunting, flowers, bird watch-
ing and farming. Glen also cherished
time spent visiting with family and
friends. 

Glen will be missed by his wife of
65 years, Lorraine, of Ubly; 7 chil-
dren, Jerry Peters of Cass City, Lesa
Mills and her husband, Joseph, of
Arlington, TX, Kathy Baxter and her
husband, Mike, of Davisville, MO,
Benjamin Peters and his special
friend, Lynn Yates, of Bad Axe, John
Peters and his wife, Patty, of
Bedford, TX, Richard “Rick” Peters
and his wife, Karen, of Cass City and
Anthony “Tony” Peters of Bad Axe;
11 grandchildren; 6 great-grandchil-
dren; 1 sister, Marion Boyer of
Perryville, MO.; his extended family
and many good friends.

He was preceded in death by three
children, Debra, Rene and Steven
Peters; daughter-in-law Laura
Peters; two brothers, Wade Peters
and his wife, Iola and Wencil Peters
and his wife, Dorenna; three sisters,
Erma Peters, Joy Niece and her hus-
band, Perry and Opal Hund and her
husband, Francis; one brother-in-
law, William Boyer.
A memorial Mass was held for Glen

on Saturday, February 7 at St.
Ignatius Catholic Church of Good
Shepherd Parish in Frieburg. The
Rev. Todd Arnberg, pastor of St.
Isidore Parish in Parisville officiat-
ed.  Cremation has taken place and
burial will be in St. Ignatius
Cemetery at a later date. 

Memorials have been requested to
the Family Discretionary Fund. 

Care has been entrusted to the
Zinger-Smigielski Funeral Home in
Ubly. Please visit www.smigielskifu-
neralhomes.com to express your
sympathy and sign the guest book
for Glen’s family.

Olivemarie Glasco

Olivemarie “Marie” Glasco, 80, of
Cass City, died following a short ill-
ness Friday, February 6, 2015 in
Wellspring Lutheran Home in
Frankenmuth.  

She was born November 21, 1934
in Detroit, the third child of four
born to George Arnold and Phyllis
Marie (Larges) Knop.  

She married Clyde J. Glasco
October 30, 1954 in Shabbona.  He
died June 26, 1998.

Marie graduated in 1953 from
Capac High School.  She was a lov-
ing mother and homemaker.  She
loved to sing and crochet.  Marie
baked delicious homemade bread.   

Marie is survived by her children:
Rose Marie Glasco of Millington,
Frederick (Lisa) Glasco of Flint;
grandchildren:  Alesha (Todd)
Olejnik, David Field, Kimberly (Dan
Hartwell) Glasco, Mike (Dea’Lana)
Glasco and Gena (Steven) Ford;
great-grandchildren: Justin, Jazlyn,
Terrance, Aeva, Gavyn, Kamryn,
Kataleia, James, Savannah and
Trinity.  Marie will also be missed by
her special friend, Joe Cusenza of
Lapeer and many nieces and
nephews.  
She was preceded in death by broth-

ers:  William Arthur Knop, Russell
Arnold Knop; sister, Joanne Rose
Drinkhorn.
Visitations will be held from 2 p.m.

to 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, February 11 and from
10 to 11 a.m. Thursday, February 12
in Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City

A funeral service will be held at
11:00 a.m. Thursday, February 12 in
Kranz Funeral Home Cass City with
Pastor Jayme Palaszeski of
Shabbona United Methodist Church
officiating. 

Interment will take place in the
spring in Evergreen Township
Cemetery.  Memorials may be made
to the Family Discretionary Fund.
Family and friends may share mem-
ories, prayers and stories with the
family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.
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PAST CITIZENS OF
THE YEAR

Willis Campbell 1963
Herb Ludlow 1964
M.B. Auten 1965
Lucille Bauer 1966
E.B. Schwaderer 1967
Dr. H.T. Donahue 1968
James Bauer 1969
Audley Rawson 1970
Curtis Hunt 1971
W.E. Walpole 1972
H.M. Bulen 1973
Harry Little 1974
Cliff Croft 1975
Evelyn MacRae 1976
Helen Baker 1977
Lambert Althaver 1978
William Kritzman 1979
Dr. D.E. Rawson 1980
Esther McCullough 1980
James Ware 1981
Holly Althaver 1982
Arthur Holmberg 1983
Thomas Herron 1984
Geraldine Prieskorn 1984
Thomas Proctor 1985
Jack Esau 1986
Lou LaPonsie 1987
Michael Weaver 1988
B.A. Calka 1989
Lloyd Vyse 1989
Ken Jensen 1990
Arlan Hartwick 1991
Wayne Dillon 1991
Nina Davis 1992
Edward Scollon 1993
Robert Tuckey 1994
Robert Stickle 1995
Jane Mitchell 1996
Janice Winter 1997
Marv Winter 1997
Barbara Hutchinson 1998
Katie Jackson 1999
Gary Jones 2000
Bob Hirn 2001
Roger Marshall 2002

Citizen of the Year choice
highlights chamber affair

very humbled,” Martin said.  

Continued from page one. Jane Hittler 2003
Arthur Severance 2004
Janet Severance 2004
Dick Wallace 2005
Norma Wallace 2005
Ken Micklash 2006
Curt Strickland 2007
Marty Osentoski 2008
Dave Osentoski 2008
Kate VanAuken 2009
Richard Little 2010
Ken Martin Jr. 2011
Jim Brown 2012
Judy Brown 2012
Dave Milligan 2013
Connie Iwankovitsch 2014

PAST JUNIOR
CITIZENS OF THE

YEAR 

Betty Kennedy 1965
Robert Rabideau 1966
Tim Knight 1967
Joan Maleck 1968
Lynn Haire 1969
Sally Geiger 1970
Cindy Strickland 1971
Anne Bulen 1971
Ron Crandell 1972
Kim Glaspie 1973
Melody Bacon 1974
Marie Hobart 1975
Ann Hobart 1976
Sue Pobanz 1976
Cathy Hobart 1977
Ross Ridenour 1978
David Heins 1979
Frances Kozan 1979
Ken Martin Jr. 1980
Tammy Tibbits 1981
Scott Hobart 1982

Carrie Lautner 1983
Suzy Scollon 1984
Julie Smith 1985
Tammy Iseler 1986
Clayton Hobart 1987 
David Burnette 1988
Jane Dickinson 1988
Amy Francis 1989
Jeff Bader 1990
Jane Marker 1991
Steve Tuckey 1991
Jodi Erla 1992
Melissa Micklash 1993
Amy Osantoski 1993
Ryan King 1994
Stacey Klinkman 1994
Michelle Brown 1995
Mandy Nizzola 1995
Andrea Cooper 1996
Whitney Osentoski 1996
Elizabeth Bashur 1997
Lori Brown 1998
Ryan Hutchinson 1998
Becky Oesch 1999
Jim Dale 1999
Alyssa Glaspie 2000
Melissa Homakie 2000
Randy Diebel 2001
Katie Hacker 2001
Sara Homakie 2002
Jessica Nicol 2003
Leslie Hacker 2004
Krista Homakie 2005
Nicole Froede 2006
Courtney Rabideau 2007
Rebecca Doerr 2008
Sarah Reed 2009
Emily Martin 2010
McKensie Parrish 2011
Alexandra Smith 2012
Morgan Erla 2012
Shannon Bardwell 2013
Madison Brinkman 2014

With 12.6 million victims of identi-
ty theft in the United States in 2012
– roughly one victim every three sec-
onds – the Michigan State Police
(MSP) is seeking to educate the pub-
lic about simple precautions citizens
can take to keep their identities safe.
Identity theft is when someone uses

your identity information such name,
date of birth, Social Security num-
ber, credit card number, etc., to
obtain goods, services, credit, or to
open fraudulent bank accounts.

The Bureau of Justice Statistics
reports that 85 percent of identity
theft incidents in 2012 involved the
fraudulent use of existing account
information, such as credit card or
bank account information.

“Awareness and education are the
first steps in preventing identity
theft,” said Trooper Mark Swales of
the Michigan State Police post in
Caro.  “By safeguarding your per-
sonal information, you can reduce
the likelihood of becoming a victim
of identity theft.”

Towards that end, Swales offered
the following tips:

*Never give out identifying infor-
mation in response to unsolicited
offers via phone, mail, Internet or in
person.

*Order and review your credit
report annually to check for unautho-
rized activity.  You are entitled to one
free credit disclosure in a 12-month
period.  To request a free credit
report, visit Central Source at
www.annualcreditreport.com or call

toll-free (877-322-8228.
*Review financial and credit card

statements monthly for unauthorized
charges.

*Cross shred documents (i.e.
receipts, insurance forms, bank and
credit card statements, cash advance
checks, etc.) containing personal
identifiers before discarding.

*Remove mail from your mailbox
as soon as possible.  Place your mail
delivery on hold at the post office
while out of town.

*Be aware of where your personal
identification is kept at work and at
home, and know who has access to
it.

*Protect your wallet and/or purse –
never leave them unattended.  Limit
the number of credit cards you carry
and don’t carry your PIN (personal
identification number) or Social
Security card in your wallet and/or
purse.

*Treat checkbooks, ATM cards,
credit cards and credit card offers as
cash.  Cancel unneeded credit cards.

*Don’t put your Social Security
number, phone number or date of
birth on your checks.

*When using the Internet to make
purchases, look for the “s” in the
address (https) to ensure it is a secure
site.

For more information on how to
protect against identity theft and
what steps to take if you become a
victim, visit the website www.michi-
gan.gov/identity-theft.

Protect yourself 

from identity theft
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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MICHIGAN FARM Bureau Carl Bednarski is pic-

tured above (left) with District 5 Congressman Dan

Kildee during Bednarski’s whirlwind tour of leg-

islative contacts in the nation’s capitol last week.

including energy, business tax
reform, the Clean Water Act,
biotechnology, trade, farm bill
implementation and comprehensive
immigration reform.

“The agriculture industry has a
number of issues on our plate, and
this was a great opportunity to high-
light those and begin some dia-
logue,” said Sarah Black, director of
MFB’s public policy division. “This
is a new Congress, with many new
faces and new staff, and our goal was
to make sure we made our presence
known and start forging the relations
we’ll need to accomplish our goals
this year.”

Other appointments included a din-
ner with Jamie Clover Adams, direc-
tor of the Michigan Department of

Continued from page one.

MFB chief Bednarski makes the rounds

available funding.”
Interested parties are asked to RSVP as soon as possible by calling the

foundation at (989) 673-8223 or by sending an email to tccf534@century-
tel.net.

Attendance at the information session is not required in order to apply for
grant funding.  However, applications to the foundation must be postmarked
by Monday, March 2.

Money will be distributed from the following funds:
*Janks Fund — $50,000 for unrestricted projects.
*Andrews Fund — $15,000 for children’s activities.
*Future Youth Involvement (FYI) Fund — $30,000 for youth programs.
*Homelessness Fund — $1,750 to aid the homeless in Tuscola County.
*Healthy Youth/Healthy Seniors Fund — $4,000 for tobacco cessation

programs.
*Founders Fund — $2,600 for unrestricted projects.
*Greater Millington Area Fund — $5,000 to be used for the betterment

of the Millington community.
*Anne S. Laethem Fund — $500 for preservation of historic buildings in

Tuscola County.
*Don List Fund for Special Needs Children — $800 to provide for spe-

cial needs of children.

Agriculture and Rural Development,
and a breakfast meeting with a pair
of leaders representing the National
Council of Agricultural Employers
(NCAE).

“NCAE is doing important work in
D.C.—important work with serious
repercussions back in Michigan,”
said John Kran, MFB’s associate
national legislative counsel. “We got
an update on the progress their group
is making on agricultural labor
issues at the national level.”

The group met with NCAE’s new
president, Fred Leitz, a fruit and veg-
etable grower from southwestern
Michigan, and Frank Gasperini, the
group’s executive vice president and
CEO.

“If anyone understands the impact
of our broken farm labor system, it’s
Fred Leitz,” Bednarski said. “Fred’s

challenges securing an adequate,
skilled, legal workforce on his own
farm have resulted in him having to
abandon unpicked crops—leaving
them to rot in the field. So he’s got a
passion for this cause that really
motivates and inspires his leadership
of the NCAE.”

MFB this year is also changing up
how its members operate inside the
Beltway. The organization’s annual
Washington Legislative Seminar, a
member-driven lobbying visit tradi-
tionally held every March, this year
gets revamped as a three-day Capitol
Summit for all of Michigan’s 67
county Farm Bureau presidents.

“Just as we have new blood in
Congress, we’ve got a lot of new
faces among the ranks of our Farm
Bureau leadership across Michigan,”
Black said, adding that the
Presidents’ Capitol Summit this June
is aimed primarily at offering addi-
tional opportunity for the organiza-
tion’s county presidents with their
roles as advocates for the state’s
farm and food sector.

Cass City Junior-Senior High
School will be hosting a STEM
(Science Technology Engineering
and Mathematics) fair from 6 to 8
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 19, in the gym-
nasium.

More than 50 student projects from
various grade levels have been sub-
mitted and will be on display accom-
panied by student presentations.
There will also be hands-on activi-
ties and demonstrations for the
whole family to learn and enjoy.

Everyone is invited to attend and
support local students.

STEM fair on
tap Feb. 19 at 
high school

to your city or township clerk (for assistance in obtaining the address of your
city or township clerk, log onto the website www.Michigan.gov/vote).  Your
request must include one of the six statutory reasons listed above, and the
request must include your signature.  Request forms are available from your
local clerk’s office and, in order to have them mailed to you, must be
received by your clerk no later than 2 p.m. the Saturday before the election.

After receiving your ballot, you have until 8 p.m. on election day to com-
plete the ballot and return it to your clerk’s office.  Your ballot will not be
counted unless your signature is on the return envelope and matches your
signature on file.
The upcoming millage proposals, both of which would generate dollars that

must be used for a specific purpose, would establish a special veteran serv-
ices millage of .17 of a mill along with a tax of .2 of a mill to fund business
and job development through the Tuscola County Economic Development
Corporation (EDC).

If approved, both millages would be levied for six years.
The proposed EDC tax would generate $322,000 in the first year and cost

the owner of a home with a market value of $100,000 about $10 more in
taxes annually.  The veteran services millage would generate roughly
$276,000 in the first year and cost the owner of a $100,000 home $8.50 more
in taxes.

The veteran services millage would be used to more adequately staff the
local veteran’s affairs office and provide funding for transportation.
Currently, the department director is also the department’s only employee,
leaving the office empty when he is on the road.  The millage would pay for
a second employee, enabling officials to have someone on hand in the office
five days a week.

The additional tax revenue would also enable the office to purchase a sec-
ond van to transport more veterans to VA-approved medical facilities in
locations such as Bad Axe and Saginaw as well as Detroit, Ann Arbor and
Battle Creek.

As for the EDC millage, officials say funding generated by the millage
would pay for an expansion of staffing – from 1 ½ to 3 ½ positions – and
augment the EDC’s revolving and other loan programs.  The revenue would
enable the EDC to provide more job opportunities in the county and, at the
same time, free up $50,000 the county annually provides to the EDC —
making up roughly half of the agency’s annual budget — for other purpos-
es.

Tuscola County EDC director Steve Erickson said the special levy would
enable his office to better serve residents while providing a dependable fund-
ing source.  “If approved it would fully fund the Tuscola County EDC as
well as provide a grant matching fund of $150,000 for local municipalities,”
he said. 

“(We’re) seeking a millage to combine all of our funding from one source.
Currently, changes within the tax structure coupled with decreases in prop-
erty values and lost revenue from the personnel property tax have caused
most municipalities to struggle financially,” Erickson explained.  “If
approved, this millage would relieve them of their financial support to the
Tuscola County EDC. It would also provide them with an opportunity to
receive grant matching dollars for federal and state grants.”

CHERYL OSENTOSKI was able to get several

good shots of a hawk last week near her Cass City

home. 

Continued from page one.

Absentee ballots available
for upcoming special vote

Continued from page one.

Foundation to present grants

Village of Cass City Proposed Ordinance 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE VILLAGE OF CASS CITY  CODE OF ORDINANCES,  CHAPTER
40, UTILITIES, ARTICLE III, SEWERS, DIVISION 2, SEWER USE REGULATIONS, SECTION 40-102
USE OF PUBLIC SEWERS REQUIRED, SUBSECTION (d),  IN THE CASS CITY CODE OF ORDI-
NANCES, AS FOLLOWS.

The Village of Cass City ordains the approval to amend the Village of Cass City Code

of Ordinances: Chapter 40, Utilities, Article III, Sewers, Division 2, Sewer Use

Regulations, Section 40-102 Use of Public Sewers Required, Subsection (d)

REVISES : Ordinance No. 118, 2.2.2., "Use of Sewerage System Required" 
(d) “The owner of any houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation,
or other purposes situated within the Village of Cass City and abutting on any street, alley or right-of-way in
which there is now located or may in the future be located a public sanitary or combined sewer in the Village
of Cass City is hereby required at his own expense to connect the sanitary sewer service directly to the pub-
lic sewer, except as provided in subsection (1), in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance, within
90 days after the date of official notice to do so has been issued by the Village of Cass City, provided that
said public sewer is within 100 feet of the nearest property line of said premises.

Subsection (1)  Exception to Required Use of Sewerage System.  
The owner of any houses, buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation, or
other purposes, situated within the Village of Cass City is not required to connect the sanitary sewer service
directly to the public sewer if all of the following are true: 

1) The property is located in an Industrial Zone;
2) The property’s sewer discharge averages 250,000 gallons or more per day;
3) The property is of sufficient size for a private sewage disposal system while still meeting all applicable
zoning codes;
4) The property has a private sewage disposal system that will only discharge directly to the “Center B
Drain” or the Cass River;
5) The property has all of the necessary permits and approvals from local, state, and federal government for
the private sewage disposal;
6) The property owner submits an application for an exception to required use of Sewerage System, and the
Village, or its designated agent, approves of the request.  

Even if approved, this private sewage disposal system is used only for the benefit of that particular piece of
property and may not accept waste from an outside source or separate piece of property even if owned,
leased, or rented by the same owner.  “       

If any provision of this Chapter differs from a provisions of any other applicable law, ordinance, rule or reg-
ulation, both the provision of this Chapter and the differing provision shall apply if possible.   If the two (2)
provisions are in conflict, then the provision establishing the higher or stricter standard shall apply.

First Reading:  January 26, 2015
Second Reading:  February 12, 2015
Public Hearing and Request for Adoption:  February 23, 2015

Cass City Village Council

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Cass City Village Council will be holding a 

Public Hearing 

at the Municipal Building, 

6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan, 

Monday, February 23, 2015 at 6:30 P.M.

To receive comments on a proposed amendment to the Cass City Code of Ordinances.

The Public is invited to attend.

Nanette S. Walsh

Clerk/Treasurer


