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MFB President Carl Bednarski, Caro, (left) pres-

ents his predecessor, lifelong Sanilac County

farmer Wayne H. Wood, with Michigan Farm

Bureau’s 2015 Distinguished Service to

Agriculture Award.

During annual meet in Grand Rapids

MFB honors Wood for distinguished
service to state’s agriculture industry

There is no shortage of superla-
tives to describe Wayne H.
Wood’s distinguished 14-year
tenure as president of Michigan
Farm Bureau (MFB) as well as his
proud legacy of leadership in the
farming community.

Leader of the organization from

2001-2014, Wood stepped down
from the position at MFB’s 95th
annual meeting, one year ago.

Wood was honored with MFB’s
Distinguished Service to Agriculture
Award Dec. 2, during the organiza-
tion’s 2015 annual meeting in Grand
Rapids.

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder
praised Wood’s leadership of the
state’s preeminent farming organi-
zation.

“Thank you for serving our state
and the agricultural community
throughout your career,” Snyder
said. “This award represents many
years of hard work and dedication
to advocating on behalf of
Michigan agriculture. Your
expertise in the industry has
played a significant role in
Michigan’s comeback.

“Your support of key initiatives
like MAEAP (Michigan
Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program) has been
instrumental in driving the agri-
cultural sector forward. Under
your leadership, the food and ag
industry has exceeded the $100-
billion mark for annual contribu-
tions to Michigan’s economy,”
Snyder added.  “On behalf of all
Michiganders, I sincerely thank
you for your leadership and con-
tinued efforts. I have no doubt that
agriculture in Michigan is better
off today thanks to your dedica-
tion.

“Thank you for your partnership
in the reinvention of Michigan.”

A Sanilac County dairy farmer
from Marlette, Wood spent more
than three decades involved in
Farm Bureau leadership. He
served as a director on the
American Farm Bureau
Federation board and as a member
of Michigan’s Agricultural

Please turn to page 6.
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AFTER A YEAR’S hiatus, the Nicol family’s Christmas light extravaganza is back and better than ever

this month, boasting a whopping 150,000 lights – a record for the Nicol family — erected by Joel and

Jaime Nicol with the help of Joel’s parents, John and Gayle Nicol, who started the tradition more than

30 years ago.  The amazing light display is located at 6250 Germania Road, about eight miles east of Cass

City.

Spirit of
giving

Anonymous Huron
residents share cash

Please turn to page 8.

Five hurt in pair of traffic 

crashes over the weekend

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“Spreading Christmas cheer” isn’t
part of a typical job description for a
sheriff’s deputy, but Huron County
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson probably
considered revising that description
for his officers after some generous
residents came forward with cash
gifts last Christmas and asked
deputies to distribute them.

Hanson was pleasantly surprised
again this month when those acts of
kindness began repeating them-
selves.
“Once again this year, local families

wanting to remain anonymous have
come forward with money and have
requested that we distribute it at our
discretion, in the form of cash or gift

Nicol’s 150,000-light Christmas extravaganza
in the Thumb area is back and better than ever 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Eat your heart out, Clark W.
Griswold.

When it comes to exterior lighting
displays during the Christmas sea-
son, few folks can even hope to
come close to the Nicol family,
whose high-tech LED computer-
controlled display continues to draw
hundreds of people from the Thumb
and beyond to their Germania Road
home, smack dab in the middle of
farm country in northern Sanilac

County.
The display, located about eight

miles east of Cass City (and a half-
mile south on Germania Road) isn’t
difficult to find; just look for the
house and yard boasting 150,000
lights – some of them twinkling and
dancing two stories high.  Or the 30
or more vehicles lined up, bumper to
bumper, on both sides of the road.

Both the young and young at heart
are treated to an electric amusement
park of sorts featuring more than a
dozen large structures, some of them
animated, including a carousel and

Ferris wheel, a castle, lighthouse and
a 20-foot snowman.  

It’s a family tradition that dates
back three decades or so, one that
Joel and Jaime Nicol took over from
Joel’s parents, John and Gayle Nicol,
back in 2008.
And after a year hiatus in 2014, the

couple has enjoyed bringing back the
popular Christmas light extravagan-
za this month.

“I missed it,” commented Jaime
Nicol, who explained the couple
took 2014 off because their plate was
full, with the birth of their daughter,
Jenna, now 16 months, and major
renovations underway at their home.
The Nicols also have a son, Justin,
three.  

“My favorite part of it all – I love
giving out candy canes and getting
out to meet the people (who stop to
see the display) – making new
friends, and so I missed that last

year,” she said, adding the couple
posted a sign last year explaining the
decision to keep the lights put away
for a year, “but we still had people
come out, and they would slow down
and read the sign.”

Jaime indicated she’s quickly made
up for lost time since she and Joel
unveiled this year’s holiday extrava-
ganza Dec. 4.  “Opening weekend
was crazy,” she recalled.  “At one
point I counted 36 cars.  Maybe there
were more.”

The Christmas-themed spectacle
will remain in place for viewing
through Thursday, Dec. 31, from
5:15 to 10:30 p.m. each night, and
motorists are encouraged to tune
their radios to 92.9 FM to enjoy
more than two dozen songs that are
synced with several of the light dis-
plays.

“The show, from start to finish, is
Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies say five people suffered injuries in a pair
of traffic crashes over the weekend.

Deputies investigated a one-vehicle accident Saturday at about 8 a.m. on
Ubly Road (M-19), south of Cumber Road in Austin Township.

“The investigation revealed that 37-year-old Justin Carpenter of Decker
was southbound on Ubly Road when he fell asleep at the wheel,” Sgt. Ron
DuBois reported.  “(His) 2002 Dodge Ram drove off the roadway to the
right, entering a shallow ditch before striking two driveway embankments.

“The driver was not wearing his seatbelt, and the impact vaulted his head
into the upper windshield and roof, causing injuries,” DuBois added.

Bingham EMS personnel transported Carpenter to Huron Medical Center
in Bad Axe for treatment of his injuries.  Sanilac EMS also provided treat-
ment at the scene of the crash, DuBois said.

Please turn to page 8.

Christmas baskets coming to town
thanks to donation to United Way

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A generous trust donation will help to make Christmas a little nicer for
some families in the Cass City area.

“United Way of Tuscola County received a $2,000 donation from the
Maxine Marion Read Trust to be used exclusively for providing holiday
food baskets in the Cass City area,” said Jim Heiser, director of operations
for the United Way of Tuscola County (UWTC).  “Thanks to this generous
donation, UWTC and Revive Ministries Food Pantry will provide these food
baskets.”
Heiser said the baskets will be distributed Saturday, Dec. 19, from 10 to 11

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 4.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Once again, Cass City village resi-
dents can expect to see an increase in
their water bills.

A two-percent price hike for water
and sewer rate services, slated to go
into effect next month, was deemed
necessary Monday during the regular
meeting of the village council, where
officials approved the 2016 operat-
ing budget with expenditures total-
ing $3.812 million. 

Although the new spending plan
projects revenue levels to decrease
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THE KNIGHTS OF Columbus Council 8892 has awarded college scholar-

ships to two recent Cass City High School graduates.  Above, Chris Pawloski,

the area Knights’ scholarship chairman, presents the awards to Erin

Zdrojewski, attending Central Michigan University, and Chandler

Pawlowski, attending Saginaw Valley State University.

Kritzman-Spencer 

celebrate 59 years 

Harold Hiram Spencer, Jr. and
Barbara Jean Kritzman met in Cass
City High School over 65 years ago.
They were high school sweethearts
and were married on December 22,
1956. They will celebrate their 59th
wedding anniversary this year. 

The couple have 4 children: Karen
Sue (Herbert) Freeman of Alger, MI;
Harold Hiram (Rebecca Ruth
Freeman) Spencer III deceased April
22, 2014 of Deford; Christina Marie
(Joseph) Favazza of Alger; and
Garry Lee (Julie Bell-Warren) of
Prescott, MI. They have 12 grand-
children, 22 great-grandchildren and
5 great great-grandchildren with 2
more due in 2016 and several step
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren. 

Harold and Barbara live in Alger,
but were lifelong residents of
Kingston and Deford. 

Harold continues to work road con-
struction and Barbara is retired from
road construction.  

Barbara & Harold Spencer

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

A Star Wars Saga

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

into the abyss (literally), from which he emerged as Darth
Vader – one of the greatest villains of all time. 

Jump forward a couple of decades. The twins, Luke and
Leia, are all grown up, but they don’t know they are
brother and sister because they were separated at birth.
Leia is a princess. Luke’s Jedi skills are emerging. “The
Force is strong in this one.” Darth Vader attempts to
entice Luke over to the dark side. “I am your father.”
Luke goes to Jedi school with a Muppet.   

Meanwhile battles and wars break out and planets get
blown up, but Leia’s funky hair always stays in place.
There are also robots and lots of weird looking aliens
thrown in for good measure. Luke fights his dad a couple
of times in awesome action scenes featuring lightsabers
as the weapons of choice for chopping off right hands.
Darth dies, but not before making peace with Luke. Leia
falls in love with Han Solo and in a little known tidbit of
trivia, Chewbacca marries and has a son named
Lumpawarrump. I’m not making that up. I found the info
on Wookiepedia, and I’m not making that up, either. 
The world’s abuzz with Star Wars hype. And, despite not

being much of a fan, I’ll probably go see the movie. Not
at midnight, but I’ll go. With my husband – because he is
a super fan and we sort of have a longstanding history
with this Star Wars stuff. 

For us, it all started a long time ago, in a movie theater
far, far away, when we were just starry-eyed teenagers not
much older than Padme was when she met Anakin. Sigh. 

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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It’s that special time of year and we’re a nation in
anticipation. My family is experiencing the same star-
laden excitement as the rest of the country and I’m not
talking about deciding who gets to place the topper on
the tree. The newest Star Wars premiere is coming soon
to a theater near you!

The whole Star Wars pop culture phenomenon started
38 years ago, in 1977, with the original movie. Because
of its success the one movie quickly became a trilogy,
with shows released in 1980 and 1983. The second set
of three movies spanned from 1999 to 2005 and gave us
the prequel to the first three episodes. So, the first
episode wasn’t the first, it was the fourth, even though
it was released first. The second was the fifth and the
third the sixth. The fourth was the first and so on. You
don’t have to be a Jedi Master to follow the logic. Even
Jar Jar Binks could do the math. 

At our house the excitement is as palpable as Senator
Palpatine’s evil aura. My guys – all fans of the Force –
debate intricacies that I’ve yet to understand, much less
ponder. They are making plans to see the film at mid-
night the first day it is released. I am making plans to
sleep. Sorry, I know how incredibly anti-Wookiee that
sounds. 

(Whispered) I’m not a huge fan of Star Wars. I don’t
even own a lightsaber. I’m going to have to rewatch the
first six movies in order to understand what’s going on
in the current one. And, quite frankly, I’m not sure I
have the time. 
My husband is unaccepting and in denial regarding my

total lack of any sense of the Force. He’s been trying to
get me to turn to the dark side since 1983, when he
tricked me into seeing the third movie (which was actu-
ally the sixth, we just didn’t know it at the time). He
said we were going to see “Flashdance,” or maybe it
was “Terms of Endearment,” I can’t remember. I do
remember not seeing either. 
Instead we went to “Return of the Jedi.” In a year with

films like “Risky Business,” “The Big Chill” and
“Staying Alive,” my husband, who was not my husband
or even my boyfriend at the time, picked a movie that
featured a Muppet in an attempt to impress me.

Our familial history with the franchise doesn’t stop
there. Our sons were at impressionable ages when the
second trilogy was released and another generation of
Star Wars fans was created. One son even had his own
Jedi braid when he was about 5. My boys are serious
about this “May the Force be with you” stuff. 
While epic, here’s the Star Wars saga in a nutshell: Boy

meets girl. Anakin Skywalker and Padme were 9 and 13
when they first met. They grew up, fell in love and got
married. Anakin was busy becoming a Jedi, otherwise
known as “one of the good guys,” but the dark side
proved tempting. Padme got pregnant, delivered twins
and died during childbirth. This further pushed Anakin

Saving moms’ lives
should be a priority

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.
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Email subscriptions - $22 per year.
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Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Bert Althaver, former Cass City Citizen of the Year winner, tells
the next Chamber of Commerce Annual Dinner gala, where the
coveted award becomes public, is fast approaching.

Accordingly, nominations for the citizen of the year will be
accepted until Friday, Jan. 8, 2016. Nominations should be placed
in an envelope and dropped off or mailed to the Cass City
Chamber of Commerce office, located inside the downtown
municipal building at 6506 Main Street.

**********

With the holiday season upon us, the Michigan State Police are
encouraging citizens to celebrate responsibly. If your holiday party
involves alcohol, designate a sober driver before the party begins.
In addition, party hosts are asked to make sure all guest leave with
a sober driver.

“Driving under the influence of alcohol endangers everyone,
from the driver to the passengers, to other people on the road,” say
Community Service Troopers of the Caro Post. “For safety’s sake,
please don’t get behind the wheel if you’ve been drinking.”

To reduce traffic crashes and fatalities this holiday season, law
enforcement officers will be on the lookout for drunk drivers. In
addition, officers will be making sure motorists obey laws includ-
ing using a safety belt and following speed limits.

“The holidays are a time to enjoy gatherings with friends and
family,” officials say. “Together, we can make sure everyone cele-
brates safety.”

**********

According to the U.S. Fire Administration, one of every three
home Christmas tree fires is caused by electrical problems. Here
are some basic fire safety reminders to avoid these tragedies:

*Always unplug lights, both inside and outside, before leaving
the house or going to bed.

*Carefully inspect lights for worn or frayed cords before use.
*Do not purchase a dry tree or one that’s losing its needles. Set

tree away from heat sources and exits, and water it daily.
*Have at least one smoke alarm on every level of your home,

especially outside of sleeping areas.

**********

During Operation Christmas Child’s National Collection Week,
Nov. 16-23, Cass City residents and folks from surrounding coun-
ties generously donated 10,500 gift-filled shoeboxes for children
in need.

With a computer or mobile device, anyone can still conveniently
pack a personalized Operation Christmas Child shoebox gift on
the Samaritan’s Purse website: samaritanspurse.org/occ. Area res-
idents can select the age and gender of a child to help, shop
through an online selection of gifts, “build” the shoebox, write a
note of encouragement and upload a photo. This year these gifts
will be added to those collected in nine countries so more than 11
million children can receive a personalized gift from people who
want them to know they are loved and not forgotten.

Yes, it is truly better to give than to receive. 

**********

Trying to find that perfect gift for an avid hunter? Give the hunter
on your list the chance at a hunt of a lifetime — a gift of Pure
Michigan Hunt applications!

Each year, three people are randomly selected as Pure Michigan
Hunt winners. The prize is a hunting package valued at over
$4,000. Each winner receives elk and bear hunting licenses, a
Darton Archery crossbow package, a 30.06 rifle from Dick
Williams Gun Shop, a 12-gauge shotgun from Ducks Unlimited
and many more prizes! For a complete list of licenses and prizes,
visit www.mi.gov/pmh.
Hunters must enter to win. The $5 Pure Michigan Hunt applica-
tions can be purchased anywhere hunting licenses are sold as well
as online. There is no limit to the amount of applications you can
purchase, but the deadline for the 2016 hunting season is Dec. 31,
2015.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Every ten minutes, a woman nearly dies from pregnancy-
related complications.  In 2010, Michigan had the eighth
highest maternal mortality rate in the country with 86
deaths. In industrialized countries, maternal morbidities
have increased fifty percent in the last decade.

Health officials in Michigan have taken notice of those
startling numbers, which has led to a new partnership we
believe is a step in the right direction to address the rising
number of women who die as a result of childbirth.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS), Michigan Health and Hospital Association
(MHA), and Wayne State University (WSU) have joined
forces with more than 30 national and local organizations to
reduce severe morbidity and maternal mortality across the
state of Michigan. 

“This new partnership between MDHHS, MHA, and WSU
is vital to saving the lives of women in Michigan during
childbirth,” said Eden Wells, M.D., chief medical executive
with MDHHS. “While Michigan’s national ranking is stag-
gering, Detroit has three times the nation’s maternal mortal-
ity rate at 58.7 deaths per 100,000 births.

“We need to work collaboratively to address not only this
issue as a whole, but the health equity issues it poses for
Michigan families as well.”

The Alliance for Innovation on Maternal Health (AIM)
Program is a national partnership of organizations working
to reduce severe maternal morbidity by 100,000 events and
maternal mortality by 1,000 deaths by 2018.
The national AIM Program will provide intensive technical

assistance and implementation support to eight states,
including Michigan.

“The Michigan Maternal Mortality Surveillance Medical
Committee has been working towards the reduction of
maternal mortality for the past decade,” said Robert J.
Sokol, MD, chair of the MMMS Committee and Emeritus
Dean and Emeritus Distinguished Professor of Obstetrics
and Gynecology and Physiology at Wayne State University.
“We see an opportunity now to do a better job preventing
maternal deaths and severe illness with our partners in this
public-private statewide consortium.”

The national AIM Program has created “Maternal Safety
Bundles”, outlining a structured framework and checklist of
what every birthing unit should have. All bundles include
examples of support for patients, families, and staff involved
in traumatic events.

“With the MHA Keystone: Obstetrics (OB) collaborative
impacting nearly 80 percent of all births in Michigan, our
partnership with the national AIM Program will accelerate
our work in driving continued safety and quality improve-
ments for mothers and babies across the state,” said Sam R.
Watson, executive director of the MHA Keystone Center and
the MHA’s senior vice president of patient safety and quali-
ty.
“Our current work…seeks to decrease early elective births

before 39 weeks and educate patients around labor manage-
ment, induction, possible cesarean birth, postpartum hem-
orrhage and preeclampsia,” Watson explained.  “This work
has resulted in a reduction of early elective births by 60 per-
cent from 2010 to 2014, and this new partnership will build
upon the MHA Keystone Center’s extensive learning net-
work developed for Michigan hospitals over the past
decade.”

The Michigan partnership, called MI AIM, will work to
provide information and resources to each birthing center in
Michigan to ensure that every woman has access to best
practices and the best chance for a safe and uneventful birth
experience.

An open letter to Cass City and surrounding commu-
nities:

For the last six months, I’ve had the pleasure of con-
tinuing my medical education in Cass City, a small but
resilient community. Never having visited the Thumb
prior to this experience, I had no idea what to expect
when I chose this location for my primary care rotation
through the CMU College of Medicine.

I found Hills and Dales to be a beautifully kept facili-
ty with all of the modern amenities of a larger hospital;
the most advanced electronic medical record systems
available; and up-to-date patient care practices and poli-
cies.

The outpatient clinics are home to dedicated physi-
cians and support staff, who go above and beyond to
improve the health of every patient in their care. From
the moment my fellow classmates and I arrived, I felt
extremely welcome. Everyone, from the CEO of the
hospital to the patients we saw in the clinics, was so
warm and excited for us to be here.

As this was my first clinical experience, the learning
curve was steep. However, I found a small town setting
to be the perfect learning environment because the pre-
existing trust between the physicians and patients pro-
vided me as a student more opportunities to learn. I
found that most of the patient I saw were more than
willing to tell me their medical histories, accept my
medical advice and treatment plan, and allowed me to
perform various physical exams and procedures.

During my time here, I not only learned about medi-
cine, but I learned about the Thumb region, and how
medicine in a rural setting might be different from a
more urban setting. Patients’ names and faces started to
look more and more familiar, and every visit became
more conversational and less like a formal encounter.

Future doc impressed
with hospital and town

Please turn to page 8.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear recently on felony charges
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Damian K. Meindl II, 28, Detroit,
pleaded guilty to charges of attempt-
ed carrying a concealed weapon and
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer Oct. 5 in Caro.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $20,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Penny J. McIntyre, 31, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to one count of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer Aug. 1, 2014, in
Vassar.  She was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Cody M. Hodgins, 24, Millington,
pleaded guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by failing
to notify local law enforcement that
he had changed his place of employ-
ment or that his employment had
been discontinued between Dec. 19,
2014, and June 1, 2015, in Arbela
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Nicholas H. Guthrie, 37, Flint,
pleaded guilty to failure to pay child
support April 1 through Aug. 31 in
Caro.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Austin M. Graubner, 21, Vassar,
was sentenced to 34 months to 20
years in prison following his pleas of
no contest to charges of breaking and
entering a building with intent to
commit larceny, larceny of a firearm,
possession of a firearm by a felon,
and possession of a firearm in the
commission of a felony between
Aug. 14 and Aug. 18 in Vassar
Township.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $462 plus
restitution of $196.84.

*Raymond K. Baker, 44, Caro, was
sentenced to 180 days in the county
jail following his plea of guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, July 28 in Caro.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to complete
480 hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling $1,258.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Decker woman suffered minor
injuries in a one-vehicle traffic acci-
dent last week in Sanilac County’s
Evergreen Township.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
were dispatched to the scene – Leslie
Road near Argyle Road – after
Sanilac County Central Dispatch
received a 911 call Tuesday from

Decker woman injured in crash
On-Star reporting the crash.

“A 2015 Buick driven by 61-year-
old Bonnie Adkins-Salowitz of
Decker was traveling north on Leslie
Road when the vehicle began to
drive across the center and ended up
going into the ditch on the west side
of the road,” said Sgt. Matt
Armstrong.  “The vehicle proceeded
along the ditch bank, striking an
embankment for a private driveway,
and the vehicle went up and over the
driveway and came to rest in the

ditch.”
The driver suffered minor injuries.

A MMR crew transported her to
Hills and Dales General Hospital in
Cass City for treatment.

“She was being evaluated for a pos-
sible medical condition which led to
the accident,” said Armstrong, who
noted Adkins-Salowitz was wearing
a seatbelt.

Argyle fire fighters assisted
deputies at the scene.
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Village officials approve new spending plan

Continued from page one. the grader are scheduled for pur-
chase.

In the Water Enterprise Fund, capi-
tal improvements will include
hydrant replacements, completion of
the GIS system and SCADA
upgrades. 

Also next year a two-percent wage
increase for village workers is sched-
uled, and health insurance costs are
expected to be 1.8-percent higher in
2016. 
Turning to the Parks and Recreation

Department, the village’s day camp,
Helen Stevens Memorial Pool and
other facilities have been restruc-
tured to expend fewer dollars.

“User fees are the responsibility of
the parks and recreation director,
who will continually review cost and
revenues and measure ways to
increase usage of our parks system,”
Cristiano said, noting the village
expects to keep the same high level

of services by being more efficient.

LOAN PAYMENT

In other financial matters Monday,
the council approved a one-time
additional payment of $200,000 to
Chemical Bank, Midland, for a
direct principal payment against the
wastewater treatment plant install-
ment loan.

By keeping costs contained, and
receiving unanticipated higher usage
revenues, the village is in a good
position to make this payment,
according to Cristiano, who
explained the first loan payment of
$58,248 is due Dec. 23 and includes
both principal and interest.

“The additional payment of
$200,000 will be made directly to the
principal and terms of the loan do
not penalize for early pay down,” he
said.

4.8 percent during the upcoming
year, the call for increased water
rates drew criticism from a couple of
residents during a public hearing
held prior to passing the new finan-
cial measures.

Good news concerning next year’s
spending strategy, Clerk-Treasurer
Nanette Walsh reported, is property
taxes will remained unchanged at
18.137 mills, meaning the owner of a
house with a market value of
$40,000 will pay roughly $360 for
the year. Unfortunately, taxable
property values in the village contin-
ue to fall and next year’s refuse fees
will increase slightly – from $12.08
to $12.32 per pick-up.

Still, Village Manager Peter
Cristiano feels the new proposal will
allow local citizens to continue
enjoying the benefits of small town
living.

“The 2016 budget is balanced and
meets the goals of village staff,
council and residents,” Cristiano
said.  “The theme that runs through
this proposed budget is one of maxi-
mizing available resources, both
physical and human, to continue an
exceptional quality of life for resi-
dents of Cass City.” 

Planned for the upcoming year is
the purchase of a new police car and
street sweeper.

The new Ford Interceptor utility
vehicle will replace a 2012 Dodge
Charger patrol car. The AWD vehi-
cle, officials say, will be an asset to
the community for emergency
responses in inclement weather.
Meanwhile, bids for a new Elgin
Street Sweeper – slated to replace a
1995 Elgin Sweeper – will be
opened Wednesday, Jan. 20, at 2 pm
at the municipal building.

At the wastewater treatment plant,
the proposed budget calls for electri-
cal improvements, and in the Motor
Vehicle and Equipment Fund a paint
buggy and additional hydraulics for



The holidays don’t mean all that much when you’re addicted to

drugs and/or alcohol, largely because every day of the year – every

minute, every day, every week – is all about using and making sure

that next fix is going to be there when you need it.

Christmas and New Year’s Day celebrations don’t change that.

Sure, you may be the life of the party around family and friends, but

you’re miserable.  Maybe it’s been years since you first realized

you’re still using not because it’s fun to get high, but because it’s the

only way to keep the pain and anxiety of not using at bay.

It’s an exhausting treadmill; a dark, depressing, lonely, fearful, hope-

less existence.  And when you get right down to it, the prospects of

an early grave don’t hold much sting in your mind anymore. 

But if that’s where your life is at, it doesn’t have to stay that way.

I know.  Up until four years ago, I was where you are now.

I’ve been sober since late December 2011 – feels like a lifetime —

thanks to the gift of desperation, which finally forced me to make the

decision to put down the bottle for good.  It was the most difficult

thing I’ve ever tried to do.  Ever.  In fact, I’ll be the first to tell you I

spent the first several months thinking sobriety really sucks (still do

occasionally).

But it’s been so worth it.

And I’m going to share my secret with you, here and now.

Start by getting out of your isolation.  In short, if you really want to

break those chains — and what addict doesn’t deep down inside –

talk to someone; a friend, family member, clergyman, doctor, a coun-

selor.  Don’t stop until you find someone who will listen — really lis-

ten – and point you in the right direction.

Of course, once you get up the nerve to do that, you’re going to have

to be brutally honest about your addiction, and that’s not an easy

thing to do.  We addicts/alcoholics have some real issues with the

truth when we’re using.

Try to get past the fear of what others will think about you.  Hey, no

one could possibly have more disdain for us than we do when we’re

using.  We hate looking in the mirror, which is no surprise consider-

ing we spend much of our time loathing ourselves.

Keep in mind that addiction is a tricky as well as nasty customer, so

you have to find the sort of help that will work for you.  Some peo-

ple will tell you to go to support group meetings, while others might

suggest out-patient substance abuse counseling or admitting yourself

into a more intensive in-patient program.

Those are all good suggestions, but you have to decide what sort of

help and how much you need to get back on your feet again.  You

have to embrace that whole honesty thing.

Just a word of caution here: there are plenty of recovering addicts

and alcoholics out there who will tell you exactly how to get straight

based on what worked for them.  Don’t buy into that, because some

of the most popular methods out there lose their shine when you take

a close look at their success rates.  There isn’t a one-size-fits-all solu-

tion out there.  You have to find the right combination of supports that

will work best for you.  And you will find them if you keep looking.

It all sounds overwhelming, I know, but this is doable and worth

every painful moment as you create your own new beginning.   

Don’t let another Christmas or New Year’s pass you by with a drink,

pill or syringe in your hand.  You can do this.

I won’t tell you getting sober is easy or painless, but I can guaran-

tee you one thing – if you give it time, sobriety will deliver every-

thing drugs or alcohol have been promising all these years.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Alcohol, drugs
got you down?
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Old Man Winter roared into the
Thumb with a vengeance Saturday
night and early Sunday morning,
dumping several inches of snow and
bringing winds of 30 miles an hour.
Wind chills dropped to minus-10
degrees. All area schools were closed
Monday, as were all Tuscola County
government offices. The white stuff
was welcomed by some, including
Doug Wilson of Cass City, out fuel-
ing his snowmobile at the Shell sta-
tion in town Saturday afternoon.
Wilson was out with his daughter,
Dakota, 14, his daughter, Hope, 10,
and his son, Braden, 9.

The 2010-11 Cass City Red Hawk
gymnastics team include Dakota
Wilson, Catherine Lugo, Kylie
Maggard, Katelyn Hacker, Rachel
Bartnik, Robin Dinsmore, Sarah
Burk, Halley Wynn, Katherine
Woodruff, Chelste Lauria, Alexandra
Pena, Kelsey Russell, Mandi
Bartnik, Chelsea Green and Lizzy
Deluyck. Coached by Kathy
Bouverette.

Several members of the Owendale-
Gagetown/Caseville varsity football
team were recently honored at their
Fall Sports Banquet. They are Ben
Good, freshman, Ron Good Most
Improved Player Award; Tommy
Kennedy, sophomore, Honorable
Mention All Conference; Mike
Mandich, sophomore, Eugene
Mitchell Outstanding Interior
Lineman Award; Clyde Rhodes, sen-
ior, Captain Award, Defensive Player
of the Year Award and 1st Team All-
Conference; Hunter Champagne,
junior, Assistant Captain Award,
Duane Ziehm Most Valuable Player
and 1st Team All-Conference; Jordan
Kain, sophomore, Offensive Player
of the Year Award and Danny
Jeffery, sophomore, Don Cummings
Oil Can Award.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Dawn Marie Enderle and Matthew
David Bussey were married at a
Christian ceremony Nov. 5, 2005 at
the Cass City United Methodist
Church, Cass City. The Rev. Alice
Sheffield and the Rev. George Ward
officiated the ceremony. The bride
was given in marriage by her father,
Frank Enderle.

Ron and Karen Ouvry of Cass City
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Ashley, to Kyle
Greenwood. Kyle is the son of Roy
and Chris Greenwood of Caro.
Ashley is a graduate of Cass City
High School and Grand Rapids
Community College. She is continu-
ing her education in gerontology and
is currently interning at Covenant
Village of the Great Lakes, a retire-
ment community in Grand Rapids.
Kyle is a graduate of Caro High
School and Ferris State University.
He has a degree in marketing and is
a certified PGA Professional. He is
currently employed at Maple Hill
Golf Course in Grandville. A July 1,
2006 wedding is being planned.

The top spelling bee finishers in
grades 5 and 6 are Jared Weidman
(first), Alison Blattner (second),
Madie Lively (third), Ali Smith
(fourth), Alexandra Pena (fifth) and
Jessa Prieskorn (sixth).

Spelling their way to the top in
grades 7 and 8 were Mason Doerr
(first), Kelsey Rudy (second), Jalen
Ferris (third), Angie Janssen (fourth)
and Jordan Yax (fifth).

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

When it comes to holiday lighting,
few displays rival that put up by area
residents John and Gayle Nicol,
whose decorated Robinson Road
home offers a striking view in the
rural countryside about 9 miles east
of Cass City. In all, the couple spent
about a week stringing some 5,500
lights this season.  

A Christmas dinner was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Dennis at
Caro. Present were Mr. and Mrs.
Mike Fader and daughter Heather,
Jimmie Dennis and Julia Generous,
Kerry Dennis and friend Tom, Mrs.
Daisy Hodges, all of Caro, Mr. and
Mrs. Stanley Morell, Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Laurie, Mr. and Mrs. Doug
Laurie and boys, Mr. and Mrs. Loren
O’Harris and family, Mr. and Mrs.
David Laurie and Maegan, all of
Cass City, Mr. and Mrs. Robert
Garcia and family of Adrian, Mr. and
Mrs. James Neal and Mr. and Mrs.
Fred Quinn and boys of Toledo,
Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ball enter-
tained at an early Christmas dinner
Sunday, Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Ball
and family of Reese and Mrs. Laura
Ball of Cass City. Afternoon visitors
were Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Armstrong of Lapeer and Mr. and
Mrs. Tom Newbegin of Clifford.

Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Wildman of
Sebewaing announce the engage-

ment of their daughter, Theresa
Diane, of Bay City, to Charles F.
Auten, of Bloomfield Hills. Charles
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. F.B. Auten
of Cass City. A May 18, 1991, wed-
ding is planned.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  

Cindy Opanasenko of Cass City
was one of approximately 125 stu-
dents from Highland Pines School in
Caro to be greeted by Santa Claus
Monday at the ninth annual
Christmas party at the Cass Theatre
for handicapped youngsters. Bauer
Candy Co. provided the Christmas
candy and General Telephone paid
for lunch at The Station dining room,
reopened for the occasion.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald Ball and sons
had with them Sunday for an early
Christmas dinner, Mr. and Mrs.
Wesley Ball and children of Reese
and Mrs. Grant Ball. Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Armstrong and family of
Lapeer joined them in the afternoon.

Donald Loomis and his mother,
Mrs. Howard Loomis, went to
Suttons Bay Sunday where Miss
Becky Loomis is a teacher. At 11
a.m. in the BayView Wesleyan
Church in Traverse City, they attend-
ed a concert of which Miss Loomis
was the director. Sunday evening
they attended a community choir
presentation for which Miss Becky
Loomis is pianist. It was presented in
the Leelanau Bay theatre at Suttons
Bay. They returned home Monday.

Ms. Barbara Zuckerman was hon-
ored at a bridal shower Sunday, Dec.
14, at the home of Mrs. Betty
Pattullo, along with co-hostess Mrs.
Sally DeCou. The bride’s mother and
grandmother, Mrs. Maeda
Zuckerman and Gertrude Silverman,
and other relatives attended from
Southfield. The mother of the
groom, Mrs. Ira Osentoski, and sis-
ter-in-law, Mrs. Martin Osentoski,
attended from Cass City. An after-
noon luncheon was served to 30
guests and was highlighted with a
birthday cake, prepared by Marie
Osentoski, for the bride’s mother.
Ms. Zuckerman is the bride-elect of
David Osentoski of Caro. The couple
plan to be married during the holi-
days and will honeymoon on Marco
Island, Fla.

Mrs. Herman Umpfenbach and
Mrs. James Karr, worthy matron and
marshall of Echo chapter OES,
attended the fall meeting of the OES
Thumb Association Dec. 6 at
Sebewaing. The annual report
showed a gain of seven new mem-
bers and a loss of 48 members during
the past year. Mrs. Karr was installed
as marshall of the Association for the
coming year. The spring rally will be
held at Decker.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Kingston Elementary school stu-
dents prepared to give 200 bales of
hay destined for the Detroit Zoo a
rousing send-off last week. The hay,
which will feed one bison for one
year, is part of a bicentennial project.
School officials said the students
became interested in the project after
they learned that the zoo is financial-
ly strapped.

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sugden and
Mrs. Etta Sugden of Cass City, Mrs.
Marie Sefton of Argyle and Mrs. Iva
Soflin of Croswell spent Sunday in
Port Huron and celebrated Mrs.
Soflin’s birthday Sunday evening.
Ice cream and cake were served.

Mrs. Esther McCullough enter-
tained friends at dinner Saturday
evening to celebrate the birthdays of
Mrs. James McMahon and Harold
Perry. Guests included Mrs.
McMahon, the Perrys, Miss Muriel
Addison and Mr. and Mrs. Herbert
Ludlow

Mrs. Glenn McClorey had as a
week-end guest, her sister, Miss
Lessel Crawford of Pontiac. Other
callers on Sunday were Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis Crawford and son Jon of
Caro.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Six months of negotiations between
Walbro Corporation of Cass City and
representatives of the UAW, AFL-
CIO Local 213 ended Tuesday with
the signing of a one year contract
which gives employees a 15 and a
quarter cents an hour raise, including
fringe benefits. Negotiations on the
contract, the first for Walbro, have
been underway since July 16. The
contract took effect immediately.
Jack Esau and Howard Bacon repre-
sented the company and Rod Karr,
Pat Sherman and Lucille Cooper rep-
resented the employees. Kirk Perly
was the union negotiator.

If you believe that to be single is to
be happy, then Tuscola county’s eli-
gible bachelors are taking the season
seriously. For the first time in at least

10 years, there was not one marriage
license issued or applied for in
Tuscola county during the week’s
period from Tuesday noon through
Tuesday noon, according to informa-
tion reported by the clerk’s office.

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Bartsch of
Farmington announce the birth of a
daughter Nov. 13, Kathleen Marie.
She is the first great-great-grand-
child of Mrs. Ethel Spitler. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Peasley Jr.
had as week-end guests, her parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Earl Getchel of
Lincoln. The entire group were
Sunday dinner guests of Rev. and
Mrs. George Getchel and family.

Jane Richards, former Cass City
resident, was a member of the Alma
College a cappella choir which pre-
sented a concert in Cass City
Monday.

Mr. and Mrs. Don Holland of
Sebewaing (Patty Finkbiener)
returned home Friday from Chicago
where they had spent six weeks
while Mr. Holland was attending
school.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

The fiftieth anniversary of the open-
ing of the State Savings Bank at
Gagetown was celebrated at a recep-
tion in the Gagetown High School
auditorium Thursday evening,
December 19. Invitations were
mailed to 350 families and several
hundred people attended. J. L. Purdy,
president of the bank, was also hon-
ored at the gathering for his banking
career that began the day he and his
father established the institution in
1890.

Rev. Stanley P. Kirn, the newly
appointed pastor of the Evangelical
Church here, was the speaker at the
Rotary Club luncheon Tuesday and
told of some of his experiences as a
missionary in China. With the aid of
a blackboard, Mr. Kirn illustrated the
intricacies of Chinese writing and
also told his listeners how the slight-
est inflection in pronunciation
changes the meaning of a word in
that language. Fred Pinney was pro-
gram chairman. Among the guests
were four 4-H Club members—-
Leslie Smith and Bruce Stine, who
exhibited grand champion and
reserve champion steers at the Junior
Livestock Show at Detroit, and
Jeanne Muck and Norene Goodall,
who showed grand champion and
reserve champion steers at the
Michigan State Fair.
Dr. Fred Hemerick’s dental office at

Sandusky was destroyed by fire
Sunday afternoon and the loss is esti-
mated at $10,000. The origin of the
blaze is unknown. Firemen were
unable to bring the flames under
control but succeeded in preventing
the fire from reaching the Sandusky
Bakery and the K. H. McKenzie
store nearby.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Nearly $2,500,000 have been raised
by Red Cross Christmas Seals in the
last seven years, and yet many peo-
ple who will buy these holiday stick-
ers at this eighth annual sale do not
know how the charity stamp idea
originated. It was war that brought
forth the charity stamp, our Civil war
of ‘61 to ‘65. Some of your grand-
mothers first played “post office”
with stickers similar to Red Cross
Seals way back in 1862 when they
conceived the idea of selling stamps
at fairs for the benefit of the relief
funds for the soldiers’ hospitals.

The home of Mr. and Mrs. James
McQueen at Hay Creek was the
scene of a pretty wedding on
Wednesday, December 8, when their
son, James McQueen was married to
Miss Laura Brown. The rooms used
for the occasion were made beautiful
with bouquets of white roses and
white carnations. The bridal party
was formed as Mr. Brinker played
the wedding march, and Rev. John
Willerton performed the ceremony,
using the ring service. The bride
wore a becoming gown of white silk
and lace. Immediately after the rites
had been performed a bountiful din-
ner was served.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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Preservation Fund board.
He was appointed by Snyder to

serve a term on the Michigan
Strategic Fund board following his
formal retirement from the top post
at MFB last year.

“Wayne Wood is truly one of the
great agricultural leaders of his gen-
eration,” said Dan Wyant, director of
the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality.
Wyant pointed to several of Wood’s

accomplishments—the Right to
Farm program, MAEAP, livestock
and plant initiatives, Diagnostic
Center for Population and Animal
Health at Michigan State
University—to illustrate what he
described as Wood’s profound
impact as MFB’s leader.

“Michigan had model programs
under Wayne’s leadership and
tenure,” Wyant said. “He had a
tremendous ability to get things done
and a tremendous vision for agricul-
ture—a true leader for Michigan.”
Wood has also been instrumental in

helping develop future MFB leaders.
“Before I became Sanilac County

president, Wayne and I had talked
about it,” current Sanilac County
Farm Bureau President Mike Noll
recalled. “I said, ‘Wayne, what
drives you? What makes you want to

Continued from page one.

MFB recognizes Wayne Wood for service

FORMER MFB President Wayne H. Wood, recipient of the

organization’s 2015 Distinguished Service to Agriculture

Award, addresses the MFB annual meeting crowd.

be so involved and so active?’ He
said, ‘Mike, the most rewarding
thing for me is this is the same at the
county level as it is at state.’

“He says, ‘When I walk away, if it
can be better than when I got here, I
know I accomplished what I set out
to do.’ “

Distinguished Service to
Agriculture Award recipients are
selected by the MFB Board of

Directors based on nominations sub-
mitted by county Farm Bureaus and
other agriculture industry representa-
tives. In considering applicants, the
board looks for individuals who have
helped improve the status of
Michigan agriculture.

MFB is the state’s largest farm
organization, representing the inter-
ests of more than 45,000 farm fami-
lies.

a.m. at Revive Ministries, located at
6400 Main St. in Cass City.

Area residents can also get into the
spirit of giving by donating to the
local United Way organization,
which works year round to meet a
variety of needs in Cass City and
other communities throughout
Tuscola County, according to Heiser.
“Since 1998, UWTC has distributed

nearly $1 million in funds to agen-
cies that provide programs and serv-
ices dedicated to making a positive
impact in Tuscola County,” Heiser
said.
“A $100 donation can provide over-

the-counter medications to 10 chil-
dren (through the Human
Development Commission’s Thumb
Area Assault Crisis Center), person-
al protective orders for four abused
women (through Lakeshore Legal
Aid), 200 pounds of food for run-
away and homeless youth (Innerlink
Youth Protection), and purchase and
mail 12 age-appropriate books to
three-plus children per year (through
the Imagination Library),” he added.

In addition, UWTC, in a partner-

Continued from page one. ship with FamilyWize Community
Service has saved $54,894 on pre-
scription costs for 150 residents in
Tuscola County on nearly 1,100 pre-
scriptions.

“By reducing the burden of high
prescription medication costs for
those that are uninsured or underin-
sured, we are helping to build a
stronger community,” Heiser said,
adding free FamilyWize Prescription
Savings Cards are available by call-
ing UWTC at (989) 325-1980.

Heiser noted UWTC is also regis-
tered with AmazonSmile, a website
operated by Amazon that offers the
same wide selection of products and
convenient shopping available on
Amazon.com.  “The difference is
that when customers shop on
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com),
the AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate .5% of the price of eligible
purchases to the charitable organiza-
tion selected by the customer.  The
AmazonSmile Foundation does not
charge fees or any other charges for
this fundraising program,” said
Heiser, who urges customers using
AmazonSmile to indicate UWTC as
the charitable organization.

And, of course, area residents can

boost the United Way’s efforts by
simply making a cash donation to the
organization.

“Our current mail campaign is at
$7,364.31, and there is still time to
contribute this year,” Heiser said.
“Anyone wishing to contribute can
send their contribution to United
Way of Tuscola County, P.O. Box 51,
Cass City, Michigan, 48726.”

The UWTC is governed by a board
of directors, and Heiser announced
that local resident Jason Bitzer has
recently joined the organization’s
leadership team.

“Jason graduated from Caro High
School, Eastern Michigan
University, and Thomas Cooley Law
School.  He is employed at
Biddinger & Bitzer, PLLC Attorneys
and Counselors, and resides in Cass
City,” he noted.

Bitzer joins a board composed of
Mary Kulis, president; Susan Holder,
vice president; Dawn Prieskorn, sec-
retary/treasurer; Heiser; and direc-
tors Sandy Gaudreau, Myrtle Oatzes
and Ken Spencer.

For more information on UWTC or
to obtain a brochure, contact Heiser
at (989) 325-1980.

Christmas baskets coming thanks to donation to U-W
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Train, quilt raffle ticket
deadline set next week

Area residents still have a few days left to get in on raffles for a train set
and a quilt at Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass City.
“For the past five years or so at the holidays, Kevin Gracey has had a won-

derful Christmas train display in the lobby of the library.  Each year he has
also donated a train set for children to win,” said library Director Kate Van
Auken, who added raffle tickets for the train cost 50 cents, with proceeds
going towards the purchase of books for the Cass City Rotary Club’s
Christmas for Kids project.

“This year, (area resident) Donna Sageman donated her late husband’s
eight-foot H.O. train layout, which includes a ton of other things.  We are
going to do a silent auction for this, with the minimum bid at $100,” Van
Auken said.  “Kevin is also donating another train set, too.”

She added local resident and library patron Sandra Nizzola donated the
quilt that will be raffled.

“This is the second quilt that Sandy Nizzola has donated.  She gave us one
a few years back, and then this beautiful one this year,” Van Auken noted.
“The first quilt raised over $100, and I am hoping the same for this one.
Sandy specifically said she wanted the proceeds to be used for children’s
books and children’s DVDs.”

More information is available by stopping in at the library or by calling
(989) 872-2856.

Antonina Donovan

Antonina (Toni) Donovan, 75, of Gagetown, passed away Fri., Dec. 11,
2015 at Timberline Lodge AFC Home, Caro. 
Toni was born March 11, 1940 in Detroit, the daughter of the late John and

Sophie (Wierzbicka) Gajor and was a resident of the Caro and Gagetown
area since 1975. 

She married Eugene Donovan in 1975. He passed away on April 6, 2012. 
She graduated from the St. Clair Community College Nursing Program and

worked at McLaren Bay Region Hospital and Brian’s House Hospice as a
Licensed Practical Nurse. 

Toni is survived by her children, Sue Donovan of Utica, Nancy (Bill)
Donovan-Barbour of Sterling Heights, Charles (Sandy) Donovan of IL,
Jeanne (Joe) Donovan-Adams of Coleman, Ward (Debbie) Donovan of
Caro, James (JoLynne) Stewart of WI and Sheila (Randy) Czapla of Deford,
14 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. 

She was predeceased by a son, Joseph Donovan on July 6, 2013; 4 sisters
and 3 brothers. 

A funeral service was held Dec. 15, 2015 at Thabet Funeral Home. The
Reverend Mark Melillo officiated. Burial will be in Ellington Township
Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to the Tuscola County Humane Society. Please
share condolences at www.thabetfuneralhome.com    
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Jerry Mayer

Jerry Lee Mayer, 72, of Alma, passed away Tuesday, December 8, 2015 at
Masonic Pathways in Alma.  

He was born August 13, 1943 in Covington, Kentucky, the son of Charles
and Betty (Runge) Mayer.  

He was a graduate of Owendale-Gagetown High School and went on to
earn his Bachelor of Science Degree from CMU.  

On August 21, 1965 he married Elizabeth “Betty” Burdon at St. Agatha’s
Catholic Church in Gagetown. 

Jerry taught 8th grade science classes for St.
Louis Public Schools for 30 years and while
working in St. Louis Schools he coached
high school track and cross country.  In
1979 he earned the Michigan Coach of
the Year for Class C Cross Country.  He
was a 40 year member of the Michigan
Track Coaches Association and held
offices of secretary, treasurer, vice-
president and president over the years.
After his retirement he continued as an
assistant coach for Hemlock Schools.
Outside of being with his family, Jerry
loved coaching and investing in each of his
athlete’s lives.   He was proud to have
coached so many great athletes in his career and
was fond of all the great memories they shared.
Jerry also enjoyed woodworking, lapidary and gardening, before falling ill
to Parkinson’s Disease.

Jerry is survived by his wife of 50 years, Betty of Alma; two children, Jim
(Jennifer) Mayer of Midland and Kara (Todd) Belding of DeWitt; three
granddaughters, Olivia Mayer, Kristine and Laura Belding; and two broth-
ers, Charles (Eva) Mayer of Leesburg, FL and Roger (Kathy) Mayer of The
Villages, FL.
He was preceded in death by his parents and a granddaughter, Katie Mayer.
A memorial service was held December 12 at Lux-Moody-Wolfel Funeral

Home.  Memorial contributions may be made to the Parkinson’s
Foundation.  To view Jerry’s obituary online, or to leave a condolence for
the family, please visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com. 

Jacqueline Tilt

Jacqueline Fox Tilt passed away peacefully with her family at her side
Sunday, December 6, 2015 after a brief illness. She was 85 years old.
Jackie was born May 6, 1930 in Hastings, Michigan, the daughter of Homer

and Mary (Barnum) Fox. 
On December 16, 1962, she married Thomas A.

Tilt, and he survives her.   
Jackie enjoyed many years working in the
floral business at Nielsen’s and Chelsea

Flower Shop in Ann Arbor. She had a
creative passion for quilting, painting
and gardening, and spent countless
hours volunteering at Arbor Hospice. 

She was a devoted wife and loving
mother to her two sons, George
(Sandy) Tilt of Saline, MI and John
(Barbie) Tilt of Cass City, MI. In

addition to her two sons, she is sur-
vived by her granddaughter Alexandria

Tilt and her two sisters, Sandy Lazarus of
Apopka, FL and Sister Ann (Jeri) Fox of

Boston, MA. 
A memorial service will take place to celebrate

Jackie’s life on Saturday, December 19, 2015, at the Cass City United
Methodist Church, at 2:00 p.m. There will be a time for fellowship and
refreshments following the service. 

To sign Jackie’s guest book, or to leave a memory, please visit www.rbfh-
saline.com.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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is pleased to welcome     
Marie Havercamp,  

     Family Nurse Practitioner 
    

 
      Joining Cass City Family Practice 
      with Dr. Donald H. Robbins Jr. 
  
Call 989-872-8303 for an appointment!  

Marlene Schank 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
 
Seeing Patients at Cass City Medical Practice 
with Dr. Bitner & Dr. Hall  

Marlene is currently accepting new 
patients including children and can 
assist you with: 

Well check visits   
Physicals  
Sick visits 
Any of your healthcare needs! 

 
Call 989-872-8202 to schedule  

an appointment today!  

THE KNIGHTS OF Columbus Council 8892 recently host-

ed its annual spelling bee in Cass City.  Pictured above are

the winners in grades seven through nine: (from left) Emilee

Bruno, fifth place; Luke Stern, fourth place; Tiffaney

Matson, third place; Marla Muter, second place; and Taryn

Pisarek, first place.  The winners were rewarded with

McDonald’s gift cards and Cass Theatre passes.

LOCAL SPELLING bee winners in grades five and six

were: (from left) Vaughn Severance, first place; Alexandria

Tilt, second place; Lukas Sheridan, third place; Olivia

Graff, fourth place; and Quentin Rick, fifth place.  Each of

them received a McDonald’s gift card and Cass Theatre

pass.

Future physician impressed with
Hills and Dales and community

Just as I established relationships with our regular patients, I also came to
know and appreciate the many healthcare professionals I had the pleasure of
working with. Over time, I felt that I started to belong in the Hills and Dales
healthcare system, and that I had learned how to be an integral part of a
healthcare team.   
I appreciate the physicians, especially Dr. Donald Robbins Jr., and all of the

wonderful staff who took on the daily burden of teaching students; Hills and
Dales for providing the resources and clinical learning environment; all of
the hospital employees; and most importantly each and every patient.

Please know that you helped shape the mind of a future doctor, and that
your generosity will never be forgotten. I hope that I can repay you for all
you’ve given me by building on the lessons I’ve learned here as I move for-
ward in my training, and by one day practicing medicine in a small, but
resilient community not unlike Cass City, Mich.

Cassandra Vogel
M.D. Candidate 2017 
Central Michigan University|College of Medicine

Continued from page three.

FOUR HURT

Later the same day, at about 7:15
p.m., deputies were dispatched to
South Lakeshore Road, near Lynn
Boulevard, in Sanilac County’s
Worth Township to investigate a
head-on collision.

According to Sgt. Matthew
Armstrong, the accident was the
result of a chain reaction crash
involving four vehicles.

“A 2014 Ford Fusion being driven
by 44-year-old Monique Touchette-
Soper of Lexington and also occu-
pied by her 14-year-old daughter was
northbound on South Lakeshore and

Continued from page one.

Five hurt in Sanilac County crashes
was attempting to turn left onto Lynn
Boulevard with its blinker on.  That
vehicle was waiting for southbound
traffic to clear before proceeding,”
Armstrong said.

“A 2003 Dodge Stratus being driv-
en by 19-year-old Emily Glennie of
Port Huron was also northbound on
South Lakeshore Road and came to a
stop behind the…Ford Fusion while
that vehicle waiting to turn left,” he
added.  “A 2001 Ford Taurus that
was being driven by 27-year-old
Erika Ramsey of Cass City was the
third vehicle northbound on South
Lakeshore Road.  (Ramsey) did not
stop in stop in time and struck the
second vehicle (2003 Dodge
Stratus), causing that vehicle to enter
into the southbound lane on South

Lakeshore Road, and the 2001 Ford
Taurus then struck the 2014 Ford
Fusion.

“The 2003 Dodge Stratus then
struck a southbound 2014 Buick
Lacrosse head-on,” said Armstrong,
who added that vehicle was driven
by Jacob Smith, 76, of Lexington,
and also occupied by Smith’s wife,
Verna Smith, 75.

Glennie, Jacob Smith and Verna
Smith were all transported to
McLaren-Port Huron Hospital by
Croswell EMS for treatment of their
injuries, and Ramsey was taken by
Tri-Hospital EMS to McKenzie
Memorial Hospital in Sandusky for
treatment.

All six occupants are believed to
have been wearing seatbelts, accord-
ing to Armstrong, who said the
investigation is continuing.

The Lexington and Croswell police
departments and Lexington and
Croswell fire departments all assist-
ed deputies at the scene.

Continued from page one.

certificate, to individuals or families
that are having a hard time making
ends meet or have been set back due
to some type of circumstance this
past year,” Hanson announced
Friday.

“With some of those circumstances
being health, tragedy or loss of a
loved one, the main goal of this proj-
ect is to brighten up or extend a little
extra help for this Christmas,” he
added.

“Last year’s effort was very much
appreciated and was displayed in the
numerous thank-you cards and mes-
sages that I received from the many
who we reached out to.  Some…may
recall there were five families last
year that dropped off a total of fifty
$100 bills ($5,000),” Hanson contin-
ued.  “This year, so far, seven fami-
lies have dropped off a combined
total of $4,400.”

Members of the county’s law
enforcement community along with
local clergy, school officials and
community leaders are lending a
hand by helping the sheriff’s depart-
ment select recipients for the gifts
based on need, according to the sher-
iff.  “Unfortunately, last year a cou-
ple situations did arise where special
provisions couldn’t be implemented
for high-risk recipients due to…sub-
stance abuse concerns,” he said.
“With any luck, this year that won’t
be an issue.

“Beginning within the next couple
of days, our deputies will start deliv-
ering Christmas cards containing a
$100 bill or a gift certificate equiva-
lent to recipients in hopes of accom-
plishing our goal,” he added.

“We at our sheriff’s office are very
proud of those caring families who
stepped forward, as well as the mul-
titude of other individuals who
donated toys or money to the Toys
for Tots campaign. That program,
too, was very successful again this
year,” Hanson said.  “These acts of
kindness certainly say a lot about the
county we live in.”

Anonymous
Huron donors
sharing cash
for holidays
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NOTICE OF HEARING OF THE PETITION OF THE 
VILLAGE OF CASS CITY TO ANNEX CERTAIN 

TERRITORY TO THE VILLAGE OF CASS CITY 
 

 NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Village Council of the Village of Cass City, Tuscola County, Michigan has 
petitioned the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners to annex to the Village of Cass City, Tuscola 
County, Michigan, the following described lands located in the Township of Elkland, Tuscola County, 
Michigan, to-wit: 

Parcel 1:  

Township of Elkland, County of Tuscola, State of Michigan, Part of the Southwest 
1/4 of Section 28, Town 14 North, Range 11 East, being more particularly 
described as Beginning at the South 1/4 corner of said Section 28; thence South 
89 degrees 52 minutes 43 seconds West along the South line of said Section 28, 
328.00 feet; thence North 00 degrees 17 minutes 49 seconds West, parallel with 
the North and South 1/4 line of Said Section 28, 330.00 feet; thence North 89 
degrees 52 minutes 43 seconds East, parallel with said South line, 328.00 feet to 
the North and South 1/4 line of said Section 28; thence South 00 degrees 17 
minutes 49 seconds East along said 1/4 line, 330.00 feet to the South 1/4 corner 
of said Section and the point of beginning. 

Enhancement Parcel (Parcel 3): 

A parcel of land in the Southwest ¼ of Section 28, T.14 N.- R.11 E., Elkland 
Township, Tuscola County, Michigan, described as follows:  Beginning at a point 
on the North and South ¼ line of said Section which is 330.00 feet, N.00º- -

.89º- -
with the South line of said Section, 528.00 feet to the centerline of a drain; thence 
N.00º- -
15.82 feet; thence N.23º- - ine, 117.31 feet; 
thence S.88º- - -

-
containing 1.39 acres of land and subject to any easements of record. 

This notice shall be published in the Cass City Chronicle, a newspaper published in the Village of 
Cass City, one time each week for three weeks immediately preceding the hearing on the petition. 

The hearing on the petition will be a public hearing and all persons for or against the proposed 
annexation may be heard.  The hearing will be held in the Purdy Building Boardroom, 125 W. 
Lincoln Street, Caro, MI, on the 28th day of December, 2015, at   7:30 a.m.., EST. 

Dates:  December 1, 2015                                           _____Michael Hoagland_____ 

County Administrator for the Tuscola 
Board of Commissioners 

 
              Jodi Fetting__________ 

                                      Clerk 
 County of Tuscola 
 

                   Nanette Walsh________ 

     Village Clerk 
Village of Cass City, MI 
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like an hour long, and then that will
replay four or five times a night,”
said Jaime, who credit’s Joel’s imag-
ination with the finished product
passersby enjoy.

“It’s all controlled by computer,”
Joel noted, adding a system of com-
munication cables connect the vari-
ous light displays to a computer
inside the home, where he spends
considerable time programming the
show.  “All the computer work has to
be done prior to (setting up the dis-
plays),” he said.  “There are over 300
channels out there.  The amount of
work that goes into the computer
work is about as much work as put-
ting up the lights out there.”

The Nicols switched to all LED
lights – 25,000 on the house alone –
this year.  The family has never
talked about specifics when it comes
to their electric bill, but Joel said
LEDs use roughly one-eighth the
energy of standard lights.  “I got to a
point where I was just about maxed
out on my power,” he added.

Jaime, a Caro area native who
teaches English and speech at
Sandusky High School, said the fam-
ily, including John and Gayle, spend
about six weeks erecting the display,
starting Thanksgiving weekend.

But it’s a labor of love, a passion
Joel inherited from his parents, who
spent decades creating and putting
together the original display.

“It’s been all of 30 years.  I’m 34
now, and mom and dad have always
put lights out,” Joel said.  “When
they got married, my dad was not
into lights at all, but my mother – her
dad was an electrician and he actual-
ly made them some lights.

“It was just something we did.  We
spent our Thanksgiving weekends

putting lights up,” he added, refer-
ring to himself, his older brother,
Jason, and his sister, Jessica Hurd.

John and Gayle, who live just a
mile away on Robinson Road, decid-
ed to end the tradition about seven
years ago, after Joel and his siblings
had all gone off to college.

“Dad had always wanted to hit
100,000 lights, and that last year
they had 100,000,” said Joel, who
works with his dad and brother in the
family business, Nicol and Sons
Excavating.

Jaime said moving the display to
their home on Germania Road was-
n’t as much a deliberate decision as a
gradual process that took place over
time, piece by piece as she and Joel
watched their own Christmas light
extravaganza unfold throughout their
property.  And, like his father, Joel
has enjoyed taking on new projects
such as the 20-foot-tall snowman he
constructed three years ago.
These days, however, Joel spends as

much time focused on the technolo-
gy end of the project as he does actu-
al construction and set-up. 
“One of my favorite parts anymore,

is once I get everything up, is to see
if I can make them (lights) go,” he
joked.  “If something is slightly off,
it’s not going to work.

“I look forward to the challenge,
and a lot of people like it,” Joel
added.

Editor’s note: The Nicol’s residence
is located at 6250 Germania Road.
From Cass City, take M-81 east eight
miles (four miles past M-53), then
turn right (south) onto Germania
Road.  The couple also have a
Facebook page – Nicol’s Christmas
Light Extravaganza, which boasted
nearly 3,150 “likes” as of Thursday.

Continued from page one.

JOHN AND JOEL Nicol

work together to assem-

ble Joel’s 20-foot snow-

man a few weeks ago in

preparation for the

Nicols’ Christmas

extravaganza light dis-

play on Germania Road.

The Nicols said weather

couldn’t have been

much better.

MOTORISTS ARE invited to see the Nicols’

Christmas light display from 5:15 to 10:30 p.m.

each night through the end of December.

JAIME NICOL takes a

break from installing

lights for a quick selfie.
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Nicols’ Christmas light
display better than ever


