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SOLD!
School officials okay sale of 
Campbell building to Thumb
Area Psychological Services

Officers identify victim in
fatal house fire in Vassar

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies have identified the victim in a fatal
house fire last week.

Undersheriff Glen Skrent said the early Tuesday morning blaze in Tuscola
County’s Vassar Township claimed the life of 54-year-old Jason Whittaker,
although he noted positive identification won’t be confirmed until DNA test-
ing is complete.  

“The cause of death is listed as smoke inhalation,” said Skrent, who earli-
er reported that the Vassar and Mayville fire departments were dispatched to
residence on Sheridan Road, near Saginaw Road, at about 2:15 a.m. Tuesday
after a passerby called 911.

“Deputies also responded and the house was engulfed when emergency
responders arrived,” he added.  “Vassar Fire Department located a body in
the residence.”

A state fire marshal was called in to investigate, according to Skrent, who
said the house at 5747 Sheridan Rd. was reportedly in the process of being
restored when the fire broke out.

The blaze remains under investigation.

Driver in fatal crash
enters plea of guilty

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education unanimously approved the sale of the
former Campbell Elementary School building during a 30-minute special
meeting Thursday night.

The new owner is Thumb Area Psychological Services, which has been
leasing a portion of the building for the past two years and provides a wide
range of counseling, group and tutoring services for all ages.  The business
is also the only one of its kind in the region that offers cutting edge Applied
Behavior Analysis (ABA) interventions for children with autism.

The board vote Thursday was 6-0.  Trustee Stacey Bliss was unable to
attend the special meeting, but previously stated she would abstain on the
issue due to a conflict of interest, as she is employed part-time by Thumb
Area Psychological Services.

The sale of the building is still pending an inspection along with a review
and approval of the purchase agreement by the school district’s legal coun-
sel.

Thumb Area Psychological Services’ original bid totaled $45,000.  The
other offer for the building $50,000 — came from Silverwood area resident
Sean Astley, who indicated he hoped to transform the former school into a
state licensed home for the elderly.

Both parties upped their bids since they were first announced during a reg-
ular monthly meeting of the Cass City Board of Education meeting early last
week, with Thumb Area Psychological Services offering $50,001 and
Astley, $51,000.

During the public comment section of the meeting, two area residents
voiced support for sale of the building to Thumb Area Psychological
Services, saying their own past experiences with youngsters in need of spe-
cialized services would have been much less of a challenge if local psycho-
logical service resources had been available.
Also voicing support was Debra Edler, director of nursing/director of resi-

dent care at Heritage Hill, an assisted living facility in Caro.  Edler noted
Thumb Area Psychological Services has provided a variety of invaluable
professional services focused on geriatric issues at Heritage Hill in support
of both residents and their families.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The driver in a 2014 fatal traffic
crash that claimed the lives of two
Thumb teens last week pleaded
guilty to a pair of felony charges in
Sanilac County Circuit Court.
The defendant, Laken Williams, 21,

of Lexington, entered pleas of guilty
to two counts of reckless driving
causing death in the accident, which
left 18-year-old Dakota Moore of
Applegate and 17-year-old Danielle
Torrez of Croswell dead.

Reckless driving causing death is
punishable by up to 15 years in
prison and/or a fine of $2,500 to
$10,000.  Two other charges in the
case – falsely reporting a felony and
lying to a peace officer – were dis-
missed.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies,
who arrested Williams last January,
reported the accident occurred short-
ly after 11 p.m. Oct. 28, 2014, on
Roach Road, west of Croswell Road
in Sanilac County’s Lexington
Township.

Sheriff’s department investigators
said speed was a factor in the crash,
with Williams losing control of the

vehicle, which ran off the north side
of the road and overturned several
times, ejecting both victims.

Williams initially claimed to be a
passenger in the vehicle.

Sentencing in the case is scheduled
for Feb. 3 at 9 a.m. in Sanilac County
Circuit Court before Judge Donald
A. Teeple.

The Sanilac County Prosecutor’s
Office lauded what it described as
the “excellent handling” of the
investigation by the sheriff’s depart-
ment under the direction of Deputy
Jim Sanchez and Deputy Kevin
Nowiski.

Sheriff Garry Biniecki noted his
department was assisted by the
Croswell Police Department,
Michigan State Police, Michigan
State Police Crime Lab, St. Clair
County Deputy Russ Nowiski, the
Croswell Fire Department, Croswell
EMS and Dr. Virani, Oakland
County Medical Examiner.
“I am very proud of my staff and all

those involved in the investigation,
and now, with the guilty pleas being
entered in circuit court, the families
can finally find the closure they have
deserved for some time now,”
Biniecki said.

Please turn to page 8.

CHRISTMAS ELVES (from left) Taylor Anthony, Kinzie Bignoy and Melissa

Lajoie were among the students who helped prepare and serve snacks during

the annual Christmas in the Village Community Gathering at the Cass City

VFW Hall following the Lighted Christmas Parade Saturday night.

THE COMMUNITY gathering crowd devoured a

reported 75 gallons of free hot bean soup.  Above,

volunteer Jenny Hudson assists Kris Repshinska.

SANTA AND MRS. Claus made their first appear-

ance of the season in Cass City Saturday, visiting

with 175 youngsters, including 22-month-old

Madisyn Hartel, daughter of Miranda and Brad

Hartel of Millington.

Christmas in the Village crowds
pour into community Saturday

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Forgive Judy Keller if she looked
just a bit tired towards the end of
Cass City’s annual Christmas in the
Village Community Gathering at the
VFW hall Saturday night.

After all, Keller took over the reins
as Cass City Chamber of Commerce
administrator in early September,
leaving her with just over three
months to guide organization of this
year’s December holiday celebra-
tion, which involves overseeing
everything from a huge craft show to

Santa’s arrival to a community gath-
ering that typically draws 350 or so
area residents.

It’s a lot of work, but in the end,
Keller figures her inaugural effort –
supported by a host of volunteers
and generous businesses – paid off.

“Overall, I was very pleased with
how well it went.  I had a lot of help,
a lot of people,” commented Keller,
who was familiar with the celebra-
tion in her role as a member of the
local chamber board over the past
several years.  “I worked with it
before, but I’ve never been involved
in so many of the details.  It was def-

initely a learning curve,” she said.
“I know we had well over 325 peo-

ple – around 350 people — at the
craft show,” Keller said, noting there
were more than 50 vendors on hand.
Admission to the show was $1 or a
non-perishable food item to be
donated to the Revive Ministries
Food Pantry in Cass City.  “We had
over $300 and I know we had 3 real-
ly good sized boxes of food,” Keller
said.

The chamber organized its first
craft show 50/50 drawing this year,
and the fundraiser generated nearly
$300, which was split by the cham-
ber and drawing winner Beryl Bliss
of Cass City.

“I was pleased with it (craft show),
and we are going to lay it out just a
little bit different next year because
we weren’t really utilizing the space
like we could,” Keller said.

She said the community gathering
was also well attended.  The event
offered all sorts of free refreshments,
including the always-popular hot
bean soup.  In fact, the crowd report-
edly went through an estimated 75
gallons of soup.    

“It was a pretty packed crowd.  We
probably had 175 kids who sat on
Santa Claus’ lap and had pictures
taken,” Keller continued.  She said a
new “Santa’s Helpers” program
proved successful, with local mer-
chants purchasing toys and display-
ing them in their businesses, and
winners of the toys being selected
via drawings held during the com-
munity gathering.  The families were
then instructed to pick up the toys
from the businesses that purchased
them.

“The goal was to try to get people
into the local businesses to see what
they’re doing – to see what they have
to offer,” Keller explained.

CHILI CHAMPS

The 12th annual Christmas in the
Village Chili Cook-off enjoyed
another successful run, drawing par-
ticipation from nearly two dozen
businesses and about 184
tasters/judges this year.

The Elkland Township Fire
Department again flexed its chili
muscle by winning the open division
of the contest, just as the department
has in five of the past six years,
according to Amy Peters, whose
Knights Insurance sponsors the com-
petition.

Peters reported there was a tie for
second-place honors, shared by
Anderson Tuckey Bernhardt and
Doran, and Chemical Bank.  Knights
Insurance took third place this year.

In the service club competition, the
Cass City Gavel Club claimed brag-
ging rights for the next 12 months,
followed by the Rotary Club in sec-

Please turn to page 16.
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Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City is hosting Senior
Citizen Movies on Friday, December

18, 2015 at 1:30 p.m. Refreshments
will be served. This older adult pro-
gram is offered free of charge.

Mystery Monkeys of Shangri-La
– Hidden away in the Himalayas are
beguiling monkeys unlike any others
of their kind. Only recently discov-
ered, Yunnan snub-nosed monkeys
have mesmerizing faces, with tiny
noses, almond eyes and large pink
lips. They live not far from an
ancient city named after the famous
mythical paradise called Shangri-La.
There are only a few thousand of
them in the world. This spectacular
film is the true story of one family of
these monkeys. At the heart of the
story are two young monkeys, who
make their way in the world by very
different paths – one protected and
indulged the other mostly a neglect-
ed and adventurous survivor. (60
minutes)

Egypt – Egypt offers a visual pot-
pourri of high energy and ancient
mystery, from chaotic, urban Cairo
to the silent temples and tombs near
Luxor and the Valley of the Kings.
Join Rick Steves as he explores
pharaohs’ pyramids at Giza and gold
treasures at Cairo’s National
Museum. Rick has fun with the
inevitable camel ride. Each stop on
the route leaves an indelible imprint.
(30 minutes)

Library hosts Senior Citizen Movies
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Hills and Dales welcomes M. Havercamp
Hills and Dales General Hospital in

Cass City recently announced the
addition of Marie Havercamp to its
health care team.  Havercamp will
practice as a family nurse practition-
er with Dr. Donald Robbins at the
Cass City Family Practice.

“Marie comes to Hills and Dales
with six years’ experience as a regis-
tered nurse, working at St. Mary’s of
Michigan for the duration of her
career,” said Danielle Blaine, Hills
and Dales community relations
director.  “Her experience has been
in acute care, surgical, telemetry,
transfer center, hospice and emer-
gency nursing.”

Havercamp earned her Master of
Science in Nursing Degree, Family
Nurse Practitioner Program, through
Saginaw Valley State University in
July.  She is also certified in
advanced cardiac life support, pedi-
atric advanced life support, basic life

support and national incident man-
agement.
“I was looking to practice as a nurse

practitioner in a setting where I can
have a quality relationship with my
patients.  After touring at Hills and
Dales and meeting with Dr. Robbins,
I knew it was the perfect fit,”
Havercamp commented.  “Hills and
Dales is centered on quality patient
care, and I know working alongside
Dr. Robbins will allow me to grow,
learn and provide great care to my
patients.”

Jean Anthony, Hills and Dales
General Hospital president and
CEO, added, “We are excited to wel-
come Marie to our team.  She comes
to us with many years of nursing
experience and, along with Dr.
Robbins, she is ready to take care of
your healthcare needs.  Her back-
ground has prepared her to see
patients of all ages, from newborn to

elderly.  Please join me in welcom-
ing her to our community.”  

Residents can schedule an appoint-
ment with Havercamp by calling the
Cass City Family Practice at (989)
872-8303.

Marie Havercamp
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Oh Christmas Tree
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Publisher

Tom Montgomery
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when the family descends upon the living room sud-
denly one morning and tears the colorful wrapping
from the packages. Not one gift is left for the tree
and in a final act of torture, the family drinks eggnog
and forgets to give the evergreen any water that day. 

The tree, sapped of any energy and overcome with
despair, begins dropping its needles. In response, the
family (usually dad or mom) drags the tree out to the
backyard where it sits until February or March
when, in a blaze of glory, it is burned in a bonfire
while the children roast marshmallows over its
flames.  
Tis the season of joy – unless you are an evergreen.

Then, it’s a season of torment and terrible treatment
of trees. You probably never thought of it that way.
But I bet you would – if you were a tree.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated colum-
nist, published playwright and author. Don’t miss a
slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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It’s the time of year dreaded by spruce and pine
alike. People take to the malls to hunt for bargains,
but they also take to the grocery store parking lot
to hunt for freshly slaughtered Fraser firs. It’s open
season on evergreen trees and unlike forest critters
with legs and camouflage capabilities, the trees
have nowhere to hide. I’ve witnessed the tree vic-
timization practice for decades and typically par-
ticipate in the violence myself. 

Parking lots offer the perfect tree for the taking
but some over-achieving families seek to intensify
the hunt by carrying through with the actual exe-
cution themselves. They venture into the woods,
engaging in what they call “quality family time,”
while dad just happens to be carrying an axe. Mom
and kids loudly and enthusiastically discuss the
pros and cons of various specimens: balsam or
blue spruce, tall or short, thin or stout and wasn’t
last year’s tree the best ever? After they traumatize
the entire forest with this murderous chatter, dad
takes the axe and takes action. Talk about brutality
– right in front of the children (and often family
pets). 
A quick kill would be bad enough, but prolonging

the agony is another part of the merriment. After
chopping down the innocent tree, dad drags it out
of the woods and mounts it on the top of the fam-
ily minivan with twine and bungee cords. The
family heads for home, traveling 60 miles per hour
on the Interstate while the bitter wind whips
through the tree’s branches, threatening to pull
them apart limb from limb. Inside the warm and
cozy vehicle the family sings “Oh Christmas Tree”
and “Joy to the World.” The irony of this is not lost
on the Scotch pine riding atop the van.
Once home, the tree is propped in a vertical fash-

ion in the living room where the family bedecks
and bedazzles its branches in gaudy fashion with
bows and garlands. In an ultimate act of humilia-
tion, a star or other such adornment is ceremoni-
ously placed on the treetop of our simple wood-
land giant and a mad celebration ensues – for
everyone but the tree. 
At this point, the overt abuse ends, but the suffer-

ing continues as the tree is left to die a slow and
tortuous death, the immediacy of which is post-
poned by daily doses of water administered in
quantities just large enough to keep it alive – but
barely.

In the coming days, bright and festive boxes and
bags are placed at the tree’s base. The tree, in its
weakened and fragile state goes out on a limb and
hopes perhaps the gifts are for him. Reality hits

Campbell sale is
win-win for town

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.
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Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Unfortunately, this tale probably fits best under the old saying –
Fool me once shame on you. Fool me twice shame on me.
Many, many, many moons ago, Matt Prieskorn and I drove to the

Palace of Auburn Hills to attend a Pistons playoff game against the
visiting Boston Celtics. We didn’t have tickets but were sure we
could pick up a pair from scalpers at the event. And we were right,
only the tickets we paid for actually were for a game that had been
already been played and proved to be of no value.
Fast forward to the Big 10 Championship football game held over

the weekend in Indianapolis. Once again I attended the sporting
event without a ticket. And once again I purchased a ticket from a
scalper who assured me the electronic ticket printed on a white 8.5
x 11 sheet of paper was valid, pointing to the bar code and infor-
mation printed showing admission into Saturday’s game between
Michigan State and Iowa University.

Yep, after waiting in line for about an hour to enter Lucus Oil
Stadium, I was told my ticket had already been used. A costly $175
lesson in human nature.  

**********

Artistic Endeavors Gallery of Cass City is planning an apprecia-
tion reception for all of their supporters and friends on December
11, from 4-7 p.m. at the gallery. 

Folks at the Main Street location would like to express gratitude
to the community for their support and loyalty.  It has been three
and a half years since we’ve opened, reports Marilyn Biefer, and it
is because of the community and the artists that we have made it
this long.  
“We hope to continue to serve Cass City and the surrounding area

for a long time. Please come to celebrate with us,” she said.

**********

The lucky winner from this weekend’s Cass City Lions Club’s
50/50 raffle has until Dec. 15th to claim their cash winnings. Club
member Eric Brown says ticket number 072454 purchased during
the annual Christmas in the Village kick-off celebration Saturday
can call 989-872-4311 to claim the proceeds.

**********

Bob Morley, author of 2 books detailing the Cass City boys’ bas-
ketball teams from 1950 – 2014, is truly a fan of the Hawks. 
In addition to being a lifelong Red Hawk hoop fan, the Cass City

High School grad and Lansing area pharmacist’s oldest daughter
Kacy is a New Season Ticket Sales Executive for the Atlanta
Hawks.  

The Morleys were able to attend an Atlanta Hawks game last
February on their way to Florida and had a great time as Kacy
introduced then to former NBA star Dominique Wilkins, who also
works for the Hawks. 

On a side note, anyone interested in obtaining a signed copy of
Morley’s latest book – Cass City Red Hawks Boys Basketball
1950 – 2014 - can contact Mary Jane VanVliet at 989-670-5466 to
ensure deliver by Christmas day.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The Cass City Board of Education’s decision to sell the for-

mer Campbell Elementary School Thursday to Thumb Area

Psychological Services represents a win-win for both the

company and the Cass City area.

The reasons go far beyond elimination of a taxpayer bur-

den and school district liability, including a $20,000 tab

annually spent on utilities to help keep the former school in

decent shape.

The sale, approved during a special board meeting

Thursday night, should provide a sense of permanency for a

growing company that provides specialized counseling serv-

ices to clients of all ages, including support for youngsters

on the autism spectrum whose families would otherwise

have to travel long distances to obtain what many parents

will tell you is a vital ingredient in enabling their children to

reach their full potential.

The sale is a certain display of support – on the school dis-

trict’s part in particular and of the community in general —

of what Thumb Area Psychological Services is accomplish-

ing here.  In return, the business is certain to bring more vis-

itors to Cass City, which means more investment in the local

economy.

That sort of arrangement might seem like a no-brainer, but

all too often individuals with personal agendas get in the

way of sealing a deal that will benefit a community as a

whole.  We’re glad that wasn’t the case Thursday.

Of course, the biggest winners, as we see it, are the fami-

lies who will remain in the area – not to mention those who

may consider making Cass City or a neighboring town their

home – because of the specialized services available for

their children right here in their own backyard.

Area residents Sue Stuever Battel and her husband, Bob,

may have best described the benefits in a letter presented to

school officials describing their own experiences with

Thumb Area Psychological Services.

“We adopted two children through foster care…who are

severely affected by autism and other special needs.  The

Turning Point program at Thumb Area Psychological

Services is literally turning their lives around,” they said. 

“As you know, Cass City needs young families to thrive.

We have two different friends from college who had to move

either across the state or out of Michigan to access autism

therapies for their children.  Having access to Thumb Area

Psychological Services right here in Cass City is not only a

boon to existing families, but families looking to relocate.

While our children have intense needs, the organization also

offers services for typical children and families,” the Battels

said.

“Cass City benefits when its talented professionals can

find work in our community,” they added.  “Several behav-

ior technicians work with our sons on a day-to-day basis.

The organization also employs social workers, counselors,

a psychologist, support staff and many others – nearly all of

whom had to leave Cass City to work before Thumb Area

Psychological Services opened its doors.

“As the program grows, even more families outside Cass

City will be traveling here to use it, and of course filling

their cars with gas, shopping and eating while they’re

here.”

As we said, the sale of Campbell is a win-win for all, and

we’d like to applaud the Cass City Board of Education for

its wisdom in making it happen.

President Obama claims he has 60 coalition countries
on our side to fight Isis.  He doesn’t want to send any
American troops there, so let’s do it this way: have
every country send 1,000 troops — that equals 60,000
troops; create and enforce a no-fly zone; and send all
the refugees there.

Another option is, we could pull out all the troops
fighting Isis there, and with all the so-called “good
refugees” out of the country, that would only leave the
thugs there.
Then, let’s whip the dust off a nuclear missile and send

them to go see Allah.  It would also send the message to
Iran if they ever tried to make a nuclear weapon, we
mean business.

What’s the difference if we kill 100 of them a day or
all of them in seconds?  They are not worth one
American life.  That would be a lot better than the mess
we have now.

President Obama wants to impose all kinds of back-
ground checks on American people buying guns, but
then does a 180 with these Syrian refugees.  He is so
willing to let all of them into the United States, and he
doesn’t even know if the name they give him is correct
or not.

I would go along with any congressman and/or presi-
dent to let the refugees into the United States ONLY if
they take responsibility.  If any of these refugees kills an
American, they will be held accountable for murder.

I’ll bet there won’t be one of them that take that deal
because all the experts are saying there is no way we
can vet all these refugees.

Robert Peruski
Ubly

Here’s how we could
deal with Isis threat
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Vanessa R. Bray, 29, Sterling
Heights, was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,258 plus
attorneys fees of $500 following her
plea of guilty to a charge of larceny
in a building Aug. 22 in Dayton
Township.  She was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).

*Timothy A. Bean, 50, Cass City,
was sentenced to 102 days in the
county jail following his plea of no
contest to domestic violence, third
offense, Aug. 22 in Cass City.

He was also placed on 18 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $858 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Jamie L. Gamm, 36, Vassar,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following pleas of no contest to pos-
session of marijuana, subsequent
offense, and driving with a suspend-
ed or revoked license July 12 in
Vassar.

The defendant was ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $558 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Nicole M. Parker, 23, Vassar,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following her plea of no contest to a
charge of escape from a juvenile
facility Aug. 31, 2014, in Vassar.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,258.

*Michael W. Prell II, 37,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
attempted assault by strangulation
Aug. 22 in Arbela Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $75,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Karen A. Taylor, 58, Akron, plead-

ed guilty to retail fraud, first degree
(involving stolen property valued at
$200 to $1,000) Aug. 24 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$1,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Bobbie J. Pins, 42, Lapeer, plead-
ed guilty to operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Sept. 6 in
Millington Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brandon R. Perry, 29, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Oct. 10 in
Vassar.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$5,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
set.

*Dennis L. Marcum, 45, Caro,
pleaded no contest to child abuse,
third degree, and domestic violence
Sept. 12 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Michael R. Miracle, 53, Deford,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Sept. 13 in
Novesta Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at

$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Joseph E. Robbins, 58, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to delivery/manu-
facture of marijuana March 17 in
Fremont Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Devon T. Lemmon, 23, Mayville,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail and
60 months probation following his
plea of no contest to criminal sexual
conduct, second degree, involving a
victim under the age of 13 years and

a defendant aged 17 years or older
March 28 in Wells Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $690.

*Andrew D. Lalko, 25, Kingston,
was sentenced to 147 days in jail and
36 months probation following his
pleas of guilty to charges of posses-
sion of cocaine, heroin or another
narcotic (less than 25 grams), and
operating a motor vehicle while
impaired July 5 in Indianfields
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,208 plus restitu-
tion of $120.

Sanilac Co. sheriff promotes pair
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki recently announced a pair
of promotions in his department.

Sgt. Nathan Smith has been
assigned to the detective sergeant
position in the Sanilac County sher-
iff’s Department Detective Bureau,
Biniecki announced.

“Detective Sgt. Smith will take on
the role as the sheriff’s office lead
investigator along with managing the
detective bureau and its investiga-
tions,” he explained, noting Smith
has had many positions within the
department, including drug task
force investigator, Marine Division
supervisor, K-9 handler and supervi-
sor, field training supervisor and evi-
dence technician.
“This new assignment for Detective

Sgt. Smith is sure to offer him new
opportunities and challenges as we
continue to move forward as a team
in assisting the public,” Biniecki
said.

The sheriff also announced that
Matthew Armstrong has been pro-
moted to the position of uniform
services sergeant.

“Sergeant Armstrong is a 2002
graduate of Sandusky High School.
He furthered his education by receiv-
ing his bachelor’s degree in criminal
justice from Ferris State University
and attended their police academy,
graduating in 2006,” Biniecki said.

“He began his law enforcement
career with the sheriff’s office (in the
roles of) marine deputy, field train-
ing officer, accident reconstruction-
ist and DARE instructor.

Biniecki added, “I am very pleased
to promote Sgt. Armstrong and I
look forward to his addition to the
command team and his assistance in
filling our pledge to serve the pub-
lic.”

Detective Sgt. Nathan Smith Sgt. Matthew Armstrong

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City



I didn’t anticipate writing about Justin Esch and Dave Lefkow again,
but if you’re still looking for a gift item for that really difficult per-
son to buy for, they might just have what you’re looking for.

But you’re going to have to look under there to find it.
Okay, I’ll be brief: Esch and Lefkow recently announced the latest

addition to their unique J&D Foods product line – the world’s first
underwear that looks and smells like bacon.

“Marrying the ultimate in comfort and cured meat, J&D’s Bacon
Scented Underwear represents the gold standard of meat-scented lux-
ury undergarments,” the pair state in their latest announcement.
“Each pair is hand crafted in the USA (and features) state-of-the-art
moisture-wicking, scent-emission technology stolen from NASA.”

Esch and Lefkow claim these unique undies – available for just
$19.99 in both men’s and women’s styles — will last through multi-
ple wash cycles and wearings, and continue to smell like bacon for up
to six months or longer.

Of course, they don’t recommend this product for mail carriers,
zookeepers, veterinarians, dog catchers and walkers, and circus per-
formers (especially lion tamers).  They also warn customers not to
fall asleep wearing a pair if they have a large dog with sharp teeth.
Probably wouldn’t be all that wise to wear them while hiking in areas
frequented by bears.

Last year, Esch and Lefkow unveiled another first: the world’s first
pillowcase that looks and smells like bacon.

Hey, these products are not all that far-fetched, given our passion in
this country for what amounts to a meat product prepared from pig
and usually cured with large amounts of salt.

Of course, bacon can be eaten smoked, boiled, fried, baked or
grilled, and is used to flavor all sorts of dishes.  And Americans do
just that, eating an average of 18 pounds of bacon each year (that’s
about 5.6 million pounds — give or take a strip — for the entire coun-
try, or the equivalent of 7.68 Empire State buildings).

“Bacontrepreneurs” Esch and Lefkow formed their unique bacon
partnership in Seattle, Wash., after winning $5,000 on “America’s
Funniest Home Videos”.

The pair started out by creating Bacon Salt and later added other
products such as Baconnaise, a product television personality Jon
Steward described as being “for people who want to get a heart attack
but are too lazy to actually make bacon.”  Esch and Lefkow went on
to sell 6,000 jars of their Bacon Salt in just five days to customers in
25 states and 15 countries, via a website they created in a garage.

That innovation led to Bacon popcorn, bacon ranch dressing and
bacon croutons.  Then came the novelty products: bacon lip balm,
bacon-flavored “Mmmmvelopes”, bacon shaving cream, etc., all
available for purchase on the website, www.JDFoods.net.
And now you can have your own pair of bacon scented undies, too.
Gee, Esch and Lefkow may be right: “The support of briefs, the free-

dom of boxers and the smell of breakfast cooking in your pants. You
really can have it all.”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

There’s bacon under
there? Underwear?
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2010)
Lauren Beth Ruthko of Ubly and

Travis Alan Gutc of Sandusky
announce their wedding engage-
ment. Lauren is the daughter of
Janice Sageman and Paul and
Crystal Ruthko of Ubly. She is a
2004 graduate of Ubly High School
and a 2009 graduate of Saginaw
Valley State University. She is
employed as a fifth grade teacher at
the Laker Elementary School. Travis
is the son of Cheryl Gutc of
Sandusky and Dave and Kelly Gutc
of Yale. He is a 2004 graduate of
Sandusky High School and a 2009
graduate of St. Clair Community
College. He is employed as a correc-
tion officer at the Sanilac Co.
Sheriff’s Department. The couple is
currently planning a June 18, 2011
wedding at the First Presbyterian
Church, Bad Axe.

Don’t ask members of the Elkland
Township Fire Department about
their secret chili recipe. Why? Well,
it’s not because they’re stingy; they
just don’t know. A group of Cass
City fire fighters — Chief Glenn
Guilds along with firemen Jeremy
Somerville, Dale Tabar, Paul
Learman, Nick Moyer, Chuck Kaake
and his son, Andrew — concocted
this year’s championship recipe in
the annual Christmas in the Village
Chili Cook-Off competition in Cass
City. Guilds said he and his crew
decided to take a shot at Cass City’s
chili crown after winning softball
and golf tournaments earlier this
year, not to mention their first-place
finish in the recent donkey basket-
ball tournament sponsored by the
Cass City PTO.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Members of the second-place Cass

City A Quiz Bowl Team are
Channing Langenburg, Molly Wynn,
Kelsey Ruby, Zac Deering and
Michael Milligan.

The Cass City B Team, which fin-
ished third in the December Thumb
Area Quiz Bowl League
Tournament, is composed of Dallas
Woodward, Joanna Macgown,
Ronnie Wolschleger, Abby Ellis,
Jacob Ballard and Rochelle
Rushlow.

Cass City area sportsmen and long-
time friends Skip Speirs and Jerry
Langmaid combined their memories
and talents to produce their book,

”Short Tales Made Taller by a Good
Campfire”, which can be purchased
locally at Coach Light Pharmacy.
Pictured above is the cover of the
book, which features a caricature of
Speirs in the center and was illustrat-
ed by Langmaid.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)
Treats from home - Owen-Gage

English teacher Joanne Hopper (left)
and students Lisa Dorsch and Maelin
Damm prepare Christmas baskets to
be sent to 4 Owen-Gage alumni serv-
ing with American military forces in
the Middle East.

Mr. and Mrs. James Leppala of
Watton, Mich., announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Brenda, to Scott Geiger of Palatine,
Ill. His parents are Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald Geiger of Cass City. Brenda
will be graduating in May 1991 from
Gogebic Community College with
an Associate’s Degree in
Commercial Art and Graphics.
Geiger graduated from Michigan
Technological University with a
Master’s Degree in Electrical
Engineering. He is employed by
Motorola, Inc. The couple will be
married June 1, 1991, in Nagaunee,
Mich.

Blood donors gave a total of 88
pints, topping the goal of 70 pints,
during Hills and Dales General
Hospital’s Nov. 27 blood drive. First
time donors, who received T-shirts,
were Elizabeth Rayl, John Ryba Jr.,
Curtis Strickland and Ruth
Strickland. Receiving T-shirts and
pins were 1-gallon donors Anita
Loomis, Michael Murphy and
Deborah Otulakowski; 2-gallon
donors Carol Hrycko and Donald
LaPeer; 3-gallon donors James
Brown and Wayne Whittaker, and 4-
gallon donors Ron Geiger and Eldon
Stoutenburg. 

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  
Lucky bucks winners in the draw-

ing Saturday were Charles Nemeth
of Cass City, and Helen Aldrich of
Caro. Each won $100 in lucky
bucks. Winners this Saturday in the
drawing sponsored by the Cass City
Retail Committee will each receive
$150 in lucky bucks to be spent in
local stores.

Mr. and Mrs. Gil Schwaderer enter-
tained relatives at dinner Sunday fol-
lowing the baptism in Salem UM
Church of their grandson, Adam
Joseph Lalko. Guests, besides Mr.
and Mrs. Ken Lalko and baby, were
Mr. and Mrs. John Lalko, Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Lalko, Mr. and Mrs.
Randy Bang and son of Kingston,
Chris and Craig Langmaid of Birch
Run, Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Bartle,
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Tuckey and chil-
dren, Mr. and Mrs. John Wright and
Mr. and Mrs. James Johnson and
Randy.
Mark Zmierski, with the U.S. Navy,

was a lunch guest of Mr. and Mrs.
William Patch Thursday. He is
scheduled to leave Dec. 16 for Spain.

The top salesmen in the Cass City
Intermediate School popcorn and
salt and pepper shaker sale were,
from left, Barry Brown, $157; Mark
Gracey, $119, and Deb McIntosh,
$115. A total of $2,300-2,500 was
raised, with proceeds being used by
the student council for various proj-
ects, including a new gym score-
board, already installed. Top sales-
men received cash prizes.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Miss JoAnn Farr and Robert

Langmaid, formerly of Cass City,
were wed at Birch Run United
Methodist Church, Nov. 15. The
bride was given in marriage by her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Elwin Farr of
Clio. After a trip through northern
Michigan, the couple will reside in
Birch Run.
Guests of Mr. and Mrs. Dale Damm

and family Thanksgiving Day were
Mrs. Glenn McClorey, Larry
McClorey, Mark McClorey, Patti
Doerr, Fred McClorey and Mr. and
Mrs. George Frank, Kevin, Shelly
and Sandra.

John M. Spencer and Sally A.
Geiger announce their engagement.
Miss Geiger, a teacher in the Grand
Ledge Public Schools, is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Ronald V. Geiger
of Cass City. Mr. Spencer, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Spencer of
Millington, is presently employed in
Lansing. An April 10 wedding is
being planned.

Mr. and Mrs. Ward Benkelman of
Cass City were honored with a sur-
prise 50th wedding anniversary cele-
bration at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Gordon Stirrett of Elkton, Anna
Steinman and Ward Benkelman were
married Dec. 8, 1925. They have
lived in Cass City all their married I
life. The couple were pinned with a
golden corsage and boutonniere. A
turkey dinner and a tiered wedding
cake were served and many gifts
were received. Guests attended from

Monroe, Lakeview, Utica, Roseville,
Cass City and Elkton.

Mr. and Mrs. Royce Russell of
Gagetown arrived home Nov. 28
from a trip they began Nov. 4 which
took them to Germany to visit their
daughter and her husband, Mr. and
Mrs. John Elsesser (Janet Russell).
While in Europe, they visited several
other countries briefly. During their
absence, Mrs. Russell's mother, Mrs.
Ed Golding Sr., stayed in the Russell
home with their daughters, Lisa,
Diane and Susan.

Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence G. Rogers
of Haxtun, Colo., wish to announce
the engagement and forthcoming
marriage of their eldest daughter,
Colleen, to Henry C. Doerr Jr., son
of Mr. and Mrs. Henry C. Doerr Sr.,
of Mayville. A Jan. 11 wedding is
planned to take place in Pasadena,
Calif.
Mr. and Mrs. Clair Tuckey and their

daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and
Mrs. Lee D'Arcy of Kingston, were
week-end guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Jerry Freed and family at Elkhart,
Ind. They also visited the D'Arcy's
son, Richard, at Mishawaka, Ind.,
where he is a student at Bethel
College and called on Rev. and Mrs.
David D'Arcy in Eaton Rapids,
where he is pastor of the
Congregational church.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)
The only other thing I ever won was

some sausage from Erla Food
Market, Mrs. Kasimier Andrysiak
said Monday as she looked at the
new portable television won in the
first drawing sponsored by the Retail
Division of the Cass City Chamber
of Commerce. The Andrysiaks live
in a spick and span retirement home
on the River Road, a mile south and
a mile west of Cass City, and are
using the new TV as a second set in
their kitchen. The couple moved to
Cass City from Detroit 11 years ago
when Mr. Andrysiak retired after 32
years at the Dodge plant in the Motor
City. Although the couple has been
well satisfied with their home here,
they are trying to move. "We have
two children that live in the Detroit
area and we would like to get a little
closer to them if we can sell our
house," they explained.

The monthly meeting of the
American Legion Auxiliary and
Christmas party will be held Monday
evening, Dec. 13. Mrs. Jake Wise is
chairman of the committee on
arrangements. The meeting will be
held at the Legion hall.

A bridal shower for Helen Ann
Koepf, given by Patricia and Linda
Koepf, was attended by 28 friends
and relatives with the bride-elect
receiving many gifts. Mrs. Phyllis
King was in charge of games. The
door prize went to Mrs. Helen
Hudson of Caro and the boobie prize
went to Mrs. Mary DuRussell of
Cass City. Refreshments were
served.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)
All arrangements have been made

except the signing of the necessary
papers for the transfer of a business
block on East Main Street from the
E. H. Pinney Estate to John Libka.
The block is occupied by D. A. Krug
and the Ovaltt Bakery Co. on the
first floor and by Dr. B. H.
Starmann's offices in the second
story. Mr. Libka has purchased the
business block as an investment and
no change in occupants is contem-
plated.
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur H. Stewart and

son, Leslie, went to Detroit on
November 27 and spent the "old
time" Thanksgiving with their
daughters and sisters and their fami-
lies. Mr. and Mrs. Stewart also cele-
brated their 40th wedding anniver-
sary with their relatives in Detroit.
They returned home Thursday
evening of last week.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)
Geo. S. Farrar, who has had charge

of the Hotel Heasty at Pigeon for a
number of years turned over the
management of the house to William
Schultz and his son, J. W., of
Saginaw who purchased his interest.
The senior member of the firm for
years managed the Bancroft House
at Saginaw and his son ably the last
few years has ably assisted him.

William S.C. Pellowe, of Peck, a
junior, won out Friday night in the
annual oratorical contest at Albion
college, to pick Albion's representa-
tive in the state oratorical competi-
tion. The title of his oration was "The
call of the carpenter” and he drew
down a $30 prize for taking the
honor.

Mrs. O. A. Hendrick and daughter,
Miss Fannie, went to Caro Saturday
to visit their grandson and nephew,
who arrived at the home of Calvin
Hendrick Friday, Dec. 3. Miss
Fannie stayed to help the 3-pound
nephew.
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Baker College among best in recent
national rankings for online schools

Baker College Online/Center for
Graduate Studies recently placed
among the best in two national rank-
ings for online colleges.

Baker was ranked third among the
most affordable online colleges for
bachelor’s degrees by College
Choice, and tenth on the list of the
top 50 online doctoral degrees in
business and management by Top
Management Degrees.
“Baker College Online continues to

garner national recognition for the
great value of its programs,” said Jill
Langen, Ph.D., Baker College
Online/Center for Graduate Studies
president. “These two recent rank-
ings again prove our dedication to
providing affordable and quality
online programs.”

Baker College offers online bache-
lor’s degrees in the areas of business
administration, nursing, human serv-
ices and computer information sys-
tems.  

In assessing online bachelor’s
degrees for affordability, College
Choice included all regionally
accredited colleges with at least five
online bachelor’s degree programs.
To determine the true cost of each
online program, the rankings also
considered actual total cost including
fees not directly accounted for in

tuition. College Choice compiled its
data from websites of the listed uni-
versities, reputable publications such
as U.S. News & World Report, and
from the National Center for
Education Statistics.

College Choice is an independent
online publication dedicated to help-
ing students find and thrive at the
right colleges for them.
Baker College offers an online doc-

torate of business administration.
“Our doctoral degree serves the

needs of working adults, helping
them advance in their careers
through quality graduate education,”
Langen said. “It is designed to grad-
uate scholar practitioners who will
set the standard for best practice and
contribute to the solution of critical
business and management problems
through research, teaching and con-
sulting.” 

Top Management Degrees deter-
mined its top 50 list of online doctor-
al degrees in business and manage-
ment based on the following criteria:
accreditation, flexibility, prestige,
estimated cost and business manage-
ment curriculum. Each criterion was
given equal weight, and data were
collected from diverse sources,
including each college program’s
website, U.S. News & World Report,

The Princeton Review and the
National Center for Education
Statistics. 

Tammie Cagle, Top Management
Degrees editor, said, “Business pro-
fessionals are turning to doctoral
programs to gain further expertise to
become more effective leaders and
gain global credentials for being
knowledgeable and skilled business
leaders. 

“Our rankings are designed to help
prospective students make smart
choices about where to invest their
time and money,” she added.  “We
are committed to connecting people
to inspiring ideas and high quality
educational opportunities, and are
confident that students will find both
at Baker College Online.”

Top Management Degrees provides
information about business and man-
agement education that includes
degree program rankings and
reviews, how to select a program
based on an individual’s interest and
needs, how to finance a degree and
careers in management.
For more information about Baker

College Online, contact Chuck
Gurden in the admissions office at
(810) 766-4390 or via email at adm-
ol@baker.edu, or visit
www.baker.edu.

Thumb Ag Day on tap today in Ubly
Thumb Ag Day is scheduled for

today (Wednesday) at the Ubly
Heights Country Club in Ubly, with
area residents are welcome to take
advantage of educational program-
ming along with the opportunity to
visit with the 75 agribusinesses
exhibiting at this year’s program.

Doors open at 8:30 a.m. and remain
open until 4 p.m. for participants to
view exhibits and attend educational
programs.
Beginning at 9:15 a.m., join Dennis

Stein, MSU Extension District Farm
Management educator as he discuss-
es “Commodity Price and Land

Interactions”, followed by
“Commodity Market Update and
Analysis” with Eric Fransen of the
Market360 Grain Team at 10 a.m.  At
10:45 a.m., “Effectively Managing
Market Volatility” will be presented
by Chad Goodwill, business devel-
opment consultant with Stewart-
Peperson.

The afternoon session will round
out the day, starting at 12:45 p.m.
with “Ag Review: Results of this
Year’s Field Trials” by Thumb field
crops Extension educators.   RUP
and CCA credits are pending from
the Michigan Department of
Agriculture.

Lunch will be served from 11:30
a.m. until 1 p.m. and is optional at
$10 per person.  Admission other-
wise is free.  For more information,
please call your local MSU
Extension office in Huron County at
(989) 269-9949, Sanilac County at
(810) 648-2515 or Tuscola County at
(989) 672-3870.  
Thumb Ag Day is sponsored by
Michigan State University Extension
and supported by the area’s agricul-
tural businesses.

Hills and Dales announces
details on babysitting class 

Hills and Dales General Hospital in
Cass City will host an America Red
Cross babysitter training, CPR and
first aid course Monday, Dec. 28,
from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., and
Tuesday, Dec. 29, from 9 a.m. to
noon.

The class is designed to teach boys

and girls, ages 11 to 15 years, the
information and skills necessary to
provide safe and responsible care for
young children.

Topics covered include leadership,
basic care, safety and safe play, as
well as babysitter CPR and first aid
certification.

The cost is $35 and pre-registration
is required.  More information is
available by contacting Kathy
Dropeski in the hospital’s
Community Education Department
at (989) 912-6365.

Food safety
training set
this week

MSU Extension is offering a four-
hour ServSafe Food Safety Training
course for anyone who prepares
food, serves food or is involved with
food service.

Interested individuals may include
wait staff at restaurants, day care
providers, church groups, school
groups, service clubs and anyone
else who wishes to learn more about
proper handling of food.

The course focuses on topics
emphasizing the importance of food
safety, personal hygiene, controlling
time and temperature, preventing
cross contamination, and proper
cleaning and sanitizing.

The training will be held on Friday,
Dec. 11, at the Sandusky District
Library, 55 E. Sanilac Rd. in
Sandusky from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  The
fee is $20 per person.

To register, call MSUE Huron
County at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 602).

This training is not a ServSafe
Manager Certification training.  Call
(989) 269-9949 (ext. 611) for infor-
mation on those training classes.

WHAT’S

YOUR

FLAVOR?

We deliver the Cass City
Chronicle to your mailing
address or e-mail!

Call (989) 872-2010
for more information!

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Pastor’s Corner

Spirit of insanity now roams freely upon the planet
As we look about us it seems the

spirit of insanity now roams freely
upon the planet.  For it is insane
when an African lion killed by a
legitimate hunter receives more
attention than thousands of babies
slaughtered for profit.  It’s insane
when we are 19 trillion dollars in
debt and plan to borrow more.  (Isn’t
that the definition of insanity, e.g.,
doing the same thing over and over
again expecting a different result?) 
It’s pure lunacy to be threatened and

murdered by, and fight a war with
Islamic terror, then pay its way to
come and live with you.  It’s mad-
ness to watch Russia and China build
their militaries, and follow expan-
sionist policies while we cut our own
military to levels not seen since the
1930s.  It’s insanity when a U.S.
president goes against the facts,
logic, and all that is obvious to
declare climate change the greatest
threat to mankind.  Surely he proves
the words of Solomon true: “...the
hearts of the sons of men are full of
evil, and insanity is in their hearts

throughout their lives,” Ecclesiastes
9:3.  It is insane to worship the cre-
ation rather than the Creator
(Romans 1:25), believing it just
came about on its own with no God
to superintend it.

Certainly, one delusion leads to
another, and because we have
believed the lie regarding our begin-
nings, we believe the lie regarding
our being.  So Paul is compelled to
say: “And for this reason God will
send upon them a deluding influence
so that they might believe what is
false, in order that they all may be
judged who did not believe the truth,
but took pleasure in wickedness,”
2nd Thessalonians 2:11, 12.  

The greatest insanity to date is the
one foisted upon the American pub-
lic by the U.S. Supreme Court on
June 26th, 2015.  Under strong delu-
sion, 5 out of 9 black robed lawyers
shook their fist at God, creation, and
what has been normal for millennia,
declaring homosexual marriage
equal to heterosexual marriage in the
once land of the free and home of the

brave.  Their deluded logic somehow
extrapolated that “right” from the
Constitution’s Fourteenth
Amendment, citing its “guarantee of
equal protection.”  Most Americans
have never read the Fourteenth
Amendment adopted in 1868 and
don’t know it was one of three (13,
14, 15) designed to protect former
slaves.  Its intent and purpose had
nothing to do with marriage, homo-
sexual or otherwise.  However, when
one labors under a powerful delud-
ing influence, that which is good will
always be subverted to that which is
evil.

The Apostle clearly addressed this
problem in Romans one: “For this
reason God gave them over to
degrading passions; for their women
exchanged the natural function for
that which is unnatural, and in the
same way also the men abandoned
the natural function of the woman
and burned in their desire toward one
another... And just as they did not see
fit to acknowledge God any longer,
God gave them over to a depraved

mind, to do those things which are
not proper,” Romans 1:26-28.  The
payment for sin is always death
(Romans 3:23) and the legalization
of this perversion falls into that cate-
gory.  Indeed, Paul concludes: “...and
although they know the ordinance of
God, that those who practice such
things are worthy of death, they not
only do the same, but also give
hearty approval to those who prac-
tice them,” Romans 1:32.  

The signs of a dying society are all
around us.  When the insanity of
men’s hearts becomes the rule, not
the exception, in fact, becomes law,
judgment is close behind.
Amazingly, the average citizen has
accepted this recent SCOTUS ruling
with barely a blink.  And, sadly, it is
true of the church as well.  Yet, do
not be deceived, God will not be
mocked, and puny man will not
thumb his nose at God’s plan for
human sexuality and the family.  But
realize that only a great spiritual
revival across this land will change
America’s present course.  I hope the

church will agree with God on this
matter and that revival will begin
with us. 

Rev. Todd R. Gould

Evangelical Free

Church of Cass City 
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Nicole Kohaif, who along with Deb
Thomas and Kathy Mroz formed the
partnership that owns Thumb
Psychological Services, also
addressed the board.
Aside from being the only provider

of specialized clinical services for
autistic children in the Thumb
region, Kohaif said Thumb Area
Psychological Services has been and
will continue to be invested in the
community.

The business has already invested
$15,000 in physical improvements at
Campbell, in addition to leasing a
portion of the building for two years,
she said, adding the staff is currently
serving 250 clients in the communi-
ty and employs nearly two dozen
salaried professionals, and has been
involved in student experience proj-
ects involving the local high school
and internship programs utilizing
university students from across the
state and beyond.

Kohaif and her partners noted their
purchase offer includes a provision
to provide a classroom for use by
community organizations, free of
charge, for a period of five years.
Kohaif also said Thumb Area
Psychological Services fully intends
to retain lease agreements already in
place at Campbell, including one
with a call center business that also
currently utilizes a portion of the for-
mer school and specializes in snow-
mobile parts distribution.

Astley also addressed the board
prior to Thursday’s vote, noting he
grew up in the Kingston area and has
been employed as human resources

THUMB AREA Psychological Services owners and partners Nicole Kohaif

(far left), Deb Thomas (next to Kohaif in back row) and Kathy Mroz (far

right) pose with their staff, which now has a permanent home in the former

Campbell Elementary School building.

Continued from page one.

School accepts offer for Campbell building
director of Hometown Home Health
and Hospice in Lapeer for the past
eight years.  Astley said his vision
for Campbell is to establish an inde-
pendent licensed home for up to 40
elderly clients.  The facility would
employ at least 25 full-time workers
and would build relationships within
the community, including with the
local school system through projects
encouraging interaction between stu-
dents and residents of the home, he
said.  “I think there’s a lot of oppor-
tunities here,” Astley added.

Astley indicated he admires the
work now underway by Thumb Area
Psychological Services and would
not displace the business if he owned
the former school.  In fact, he said he
would like to discuss a shared busi-
ness arrangement involving the
available space.

Kohaif stated she and her partners
are also open to meeting with Astley
and exploring various options,
although they have not yet had any
formal meetings.

The school board tabled action on
the original bids last week in order to
revise the property description to
include an adjacent grassy area and
25,000 square feet of parking lot
space.  School officials cited a reduc-
tion in the district’s liability related
to the property as the reason.

School officials earlier this year
dropped their asking price for the
building from about $120,000 to
$79,000.   

Cass City School officials voted to
list the structure for sale in April
2014 after several months of debate
and discussion over its future.

The decision came after the board

had hoped to let voters decide the
issue at the polls, but subsequently
learned it isn’t a legal option.  At the
time, it had been more than two
years since school officials closed
Campbell in a consolidation effort
designed to cut expenses following a
multi-year trend of declining enroll-
ment that has cost the Cass City
Public Schools hundreds of students.
In early 2013, the board began talks

with representatives of a group of
Thumb dentists who had proposed
utilizing the building to house a non-
profit regional dental clinic to serve
Medicaid patients.

The dentists agreed to a three-year
lease and offered to buy the building
outright, but negotiations stalled
when the board approved, on a split
vote, a motion to not sell the former
school.

Board members opposed to selling
expressed concern for the possible
need for more space in the future,
especially in light of construction of
the new Dairy Farmers of America
(DFA) plant in town.  But other
board members suggested it’s highly
unlikely enrollment would increase
significantly due to the plant con-
struction.  They also noted the dis-
trict has some existing space that
could be used to accommodate addi-
tional students.
However, since then, the district has

not seen a notable increase in enroll-
ment due to the DFA plant.  In fact,
student numbers have continued to
decrease.  School officials have
spent roughly $20,000 annually in
utility expenses at Campbell since
closing the school four years ago.

Michigan wheat farmers, millers,
food processors, brewers and spe-
cialty food manufacturers will all
benefit from a $76,672 Strategic
Growth Initiative (SGI) grant award-
ed to the Michigan Wheat Program
by the Michigan Department of
Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD).

The highly-competitive grant,
which will fund a new study focus-
ing on the state’s wheat industry, was
awarded from a $2.25 million fund
jointly administered by MDARD
and the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation, which
seeks to further develop agriculture
and value-added food processing in
Michigan.

“You might think that as wheat
farmers we know everything about

State’s wheat growers benefit from grant

Marlene Schank 
Family Nurse Practitioner 
 
Seeing Patients at Cass City Medical Practice 
with Dr. Bitner & Dr. Hall  

Marlene is currently accepting new 
patients including children and can 
assist you with: 

Well check visits   
Physicals  
Sick visits 
Any of your healthcare needs! 

 
Call 989-872-8202 to schedule  

an appointment today!  

our crop,” said David Milligan, the
Cass City-area farmer who chairs the
nine-member wheat board.  “But
with 8,000 wheat farmers spread
across almost every county in the
state, more than one hundred grain
elevators, five large millers and
many artisan users of wheat, we
actually don’t have a full under-
standing of the specific varieties and
quantities being produced, where
they are milled, what market seg-
ments have growth potential and
what new categories have arisen for
wheat utilization.”

“This study not only establishes a
baseline of where the industry is
today, but it will also look at our
future opportunities as an industry,”
commented Jody Pollok-Newsom,
executive director of the wheat

check-off.  “We know there are
opportunities to grow this industry,
but we need to better understand the
economic realities of the many
options available to the state’s wheat
farmers.”
The SGI grant was the wheat check-

off’s first competitive grant attempt.
The Michigan Wheat Program is
using the grant to fund a study by
MSU’s Product Center Food-Ag-Bio
that will provide a report with base-
line data and options for growth for
the wheat industry.
“The wheat industry is an important

part of the Michigan agri-food sys-
tem that sometimes gets over-
looked,” said MSU ag economist
Bill Knudson.  “In addition to pro-
viding much needed baseline data,
this project has the potential to
expand the size and scope of the
industry and create more jobs in the
state”.

The report will include details on
current wheat production, current
and potential milling capacity in
Michigan, preferred wheat varieties
in various end-user sectors, and pos-
sible areas for future development of
Michigan’s wheat industry.

The Lansing Economic Area
Partnership (LEAP), the economic
development agency responsible for
serving the Lansing metropolitan
area, partnered with the Michigan
Wheat Program and MSU Product
Center to put the grant application
together.  LEAP has prioritized agri-
cultural processing and is looking to
better connect the local wheat supply
chain by expanding wheat process-
ing and value-added operations in
mid-Michigan.  The Lansing area
has recently launched several busi-
nesses that produce artisan beer and
spirits and their associated malts and
grains, and wants to leverage other
specialty wheat opportunities to
complement the growing cluster. 

“This important study will help us
define the wheat market and identify
processing opportunities in the
Lansing area and around the state,”
said Bob Trezise, President and CEO
of LEAP. “LEAP’s Agriculture and
Food Business Workgroup was
excited to provide the initial concept,
and looks forward to working with
the Michigan Wheat Program while
using the report’s findings to maxi-
mize value-added growth down the
road.” 

��
����
���	����
������

������������
������	�
������
	
����
����������
��������
	���
����������
��������

�
�
��������
������	������

������
��
��
�������	�
����	���	

���������������



� � � �

��##���$(����������  ��������

������������������������������
����
��������� �����������������������

��
���
	���������!����
���
	���
��
����������������������

��##���$(���"���������'����#��(���������"��������

 4-);-�<=:6�<7�8)/-����

 4-);-�<=:6�<7�8)/-����

���� ���� ���!� ���
���� (*1,29� 5"12*38� #"2+&3#",,� 3&"-� -&-#&12� "1&�
�'1/.3�� ,�1�� �"41&.� �&1.",%�� �8,*&� &*,&1�� �&,$*&�4318� �-*%%,&�� ,�1�� �&,,8
�&�/.(���*$3/1*"��4-0&1���1*33".8��"-*,3/.���/1%".��"6,/2+*� �#"$+�� ,�1�
�"1"23&.� "1'/1%�� �"8(&� �43)1&,,�� �&,2&8� �/45&1&33&�� �/2*&� �//-*2� ".%
�"41&.��*$+*.2/.���)&��"%8��"6+2�"1&�$/"$)&%�#8��3&5&��/,,/$+&1�

���� ���� ���!� ���
���� 61&23,*.(� 3&"-�-&-#&12� "1&�� �'1/.3�� ,�1�� �8,&1
�/6%18��,&7��&''1&8���"8%&.��"1+*.���"$&� /,/2)&.���8,&1��//,��-*%%,&��,�
1�� 8"33��*$+2/.���&3)��2&.3/2+*���1*$��&3&12���11*"..&��/83���423*.��/1.&
�#"$+�� ,�1�� �"11&.��*$+2/.�� �1&.3� �"+&1�� �1"%� �"+&1� ".%� �/2&0)��"-0/�
�*22*.(�*2�������//1&���)&��"6+2�"1&�$/"$)&%�#8��/.��"1+&,��

�����������!� ���
���� #/89� 5"12*38� #"2+&3#",,� 3&"-�-&-#&12� "1&�� �'1/.3�� ,�1�� �"68&1� �43)1&,,�
�&5".��,4&(&1�� �1"%��"$+&1�� �"11*.��*,,&1�� �"1+&1� �"*1&�� �1".%&.��/1.&� �#"$+�� ,�1��223�� �/"$)
.%1&6��$)*..&1&1��223���/"$)��1"%��".(&.#41(���&*3)��/4.2#418���"2/.��1,"���/,&��)*00*���/(".
�$)&.+���)"2&� *.3&1�".%��/"$)��8,&1��1,"�

�"%8��"6+2�31"%&
6*.2�3/�/0&.�2&"2/.

�	����������	����������
�������������
����

����
)/23*.(
�"1%*.",
�,"22*$

$0-� �);;� �1<A� �),A� "-,� �)?3;
<:),-,� 676�+76.-:-6+-� *);3-<*)44
,-+1;176;� ?1<0� �)A>144-� )6,
�):4-<<-�<7�4)=6+0�<0-1:�6-?�;-);76�
�6�<0-�<-)5G;�78-6-:���);;��1<A�0),
1<;� ?)A� ?1<0� <0-� '14,+)<;� 4);<
$=-;,)A�)6,�:-+7:,-,�)6�-);A��	��	
>1+<7:A� 16� +76>16+16/� .);0176
)/)16;<� <0-1:� 7=<5)66-,� 07;<�
�:1,)AG;� +76<-;<� )/)16;<� )� >-<-:)6
�):4-<<-�;9=),��07?->-:��?);�)�,1.�
.-:-6<� ;<7:A� );� <0-� "-,� ")1,-:;
;8714-,� �);;� �1<AG;� 075-� 78-6-:
?1<0�)6�158:-;;1>-�������?16�
#75-?0-:-�*-<?--6�<0-�<?7�7887�
;1<-� -6,;� 7.� $0=5*� *);3-<*)44
?7:4,;�):-��7)+0�#<->-��7447+3-:G;
/)4;� ?07� ?144� .)+-� )67<0-:� ;<7:1-,
8:7/:)5� $0=:;,)A� ?0-6� 8-:-661)4
87?-:�#)6,=;3A�+75-;�<7�<7?6��.74�
47?-,� *A�$=-;,)AG;� +76<-;<� )/)16;<
=6,-:,7/��-5801;�<0)<�;07=4,�8:7�
>1,-��);;��1<A�?1<0�<0-1:�.1:;<�075-
?16�16�<0-�-):4A�;-);76�
�.<-:� -@+0)6/16/� *);3-<;� 16� <0-

-):4A�/716/�?1<0��)A>144-�� <0-�>1;1�
<7:;� =;-,� .=44� +7=:<� 8:-;;=:-� <7� -6,
<0-� 161<1)4� 0)4.� 76� )� 
���� :=6� <0)<
:-57>-,� )6A� ,7=*<;� .:75� <0-
/)5-G;�7=<+75-�-6�:7=<-�<7�<0-�:=6�
616/�+47+3�>1+<7:A�

#780757:-;� �-4;-A� �7=>-:-<<-
)6,� #)A/-� �=<0:-44� +7=4,6G<� *-

;<788-,�16�<0-�47?�)6,�4-,�<0-�;+7:�
16/�.7:�<0-�?166-:;���7=>-:-<<-�87;<�
-,� )� /)5-� *-;<� �� 8716<;� )6,� ��
:-*7=6,;� <7� +7584-5-6<� �� *47+3;
)6,� 	� ;<-)4;���=<0:-44� 81<+0-,� 16� �

8716<;� )6,� ),,-,� ��� ;?18-;� 7..� <0-
/4);;�
�/)16;<��):4-<<-��1<�?7=4,�*-�)�*)4�
)6+-,� "-,� ")1,-:;� 7..-6;-� <0)<
;8):3-,� <0-� ,7=*4-� ,1/1<� ,-+1;176�
$0-�>1;1<7:;�0),��514A�#+0)=*�?1<0
)�/)5-�01/0����8716<;��?014-��)1<416
!=),-�<7;;-,�16����8716<;�)6,��)4-A
�:7;;� �� ,-;81<-� ;1<<16/� 7=<�5=+0� 7.
<0-�;-+76,�9=):<-:�?1<0�.7=4�<:7=*4-�
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 

A Budget Hearing will be held on Monday, December 14, 2015 at 7:00 P.M. 
for all interested citizens of the Village of Cass City. 
 
The following budget is proposed for fiscal year 2016. 
 

PROPOSED REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 2016 
 
 REVENUES: 
 General Fund 1,286,533 
 Major Street Fund 303,829 
 Local Street Fund 325,934 
 Economic Development Fund 1,520  
 Downtown Development Fund 47,595 
 Wastewater Treatment Fund 825,441 
 Water Fund 559,028 
 Motor Vehicle/Equipment Fund 476,631 
                                                             3,826,511 Operating Revenues 

  
           EXPENDITURES:  
 General Fund 1,286,514 
 Major Street Fund 303,550 
 Local Street Fund 325,813 
 Economic Development Fund 1,500  
 Downtown Development Fund 47,423 
 Wastewater Treatment Fund 825,174 
 Water Fund 545,906 
 Motor Vehicle/Equipment Fund 476,308 
                                                            3,812,188 Operating Expenses 
 
The Property Tax Millage rate proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget will be  
subject of this hearing. 
  
The meeting will be held at the Municipal Building, 6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan  
the purpose of discussion of the proposed budget.  The proposed budget may be examine
weekdays at the Municipal Building, 6506 Main Street, Cass City, Michigan from 8:00 AM to 
4:30 PM.  All interested citizens will have the opportunity to give written and oral comment.   
 
Nanette S. Walsh 
Clerk/Treasurer 
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NOTICE OF HEARING OF THE PETITION OF THE 
VILLAGE OF CASS CITY TO ANNEX CERTAIN 

TERRITORY TO THE VILLAGE OF CASS CITY 
 

 NOTICE IS GIVEN that the Village Council of the Village of Cass City, Tuscola County, Michigan has 
petitioned the Tuscola County Board of Commissioners to annex to the Village of Cass City, Tuscola 
County, Michigan, the following described lands located in the Township of Elkland, Tuscola County, 
Michigan, to-wit: 

Parcel 1:  

Township of Elkland, County of Tuscola, State of Michigan, Part of the Southwest 
1/4 of Section 28, Town 14 North, Range 11 East, being more particularly 
described as Beginning at the South 1/4 corner of said Section 28; thence South 
89 degrees 52 minutes 43 seconds West along the South line of said Section 28, 
328.00 feet; thence North 00 degrees 17 minutes 49 seconds West, parallel with 
the North and South 1/4 line of Said Section 28, 330.00 feet; thence North 89 
degrees 52 minutes 43 seconds East, parallel with said South line, 328.00 feet to 
the North and South 1/4 line of said Section 28; thence South 00 degrees 17 
minutes 49 seconds East along said 1/4 line, 330.00 feet to the South 1/4 corner 
of said Section and the point of beginning. 

Enhancement Parcel (Parcel 3): 

A parcel of land in the Southwest ¼ of Section 28, T.14 N.- R.11 E., Elkland 
Township, Tuscola County, Michigan, described as follows:  Beginning at a point 
on the North and South ¼ line of said Section which is 330.00 feet, N.00º- -

.89º- -
with the South line of said Section, 528.00 feet to the centerline of a drain; thence 
N.00º- -
15.82 feet; thence N.23º- - ine, 117.31 feet; 
thence S.88º- - -

-
containing 1.39 acres of land and subject to any easements of record. 

This notice shall be published in the Cass City Chronicle, a newspaper published in the Village of 
Cass City, one time each week for three weeks immediately preceding the hearing on the petition. 

The hearing on the petition will be a public hearing and all persons for or against the proposed 
annexation may be heard.  The hearing will be held in the Purdy Building Boardroom, 125 W. 
Lincoln Street, Caro, MI, on the 28th day of December, 2015, at   7:30 a.m.., EST. 

Dates:  December 1, 2015                                           _____Michael Hoagland_____ 

County Administrator for the Tuscola 
Board of Commissioners 

 
              Jodi Fetting__________ 

                                      Clerk 
 County of Tuscola 
 

                   Nanette Walsh________ 

     Village Clerk 
Village of Cass City, MI 
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ond place and the Lions Club in third place.
The winners of two gift baskets donated by local businesses were Tony

Middaugh, whose name was selected in a random drawing, and Lowell Starr,
whose name was picked among the residents who tasted all of the chilis dur-
ing Saturday’s event.

Peters indicated she was happy with the participation.  “I don’t think it’s
run its course yet,” she added.  “I think people still like it.”

There are still more Christmas in the Village activities on tap this month.
The second of three free matinees at the Cass Theatre, sponsored by Thumb

National Bank, is scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 12, when “Dolphin Tale 2”
will be shown, and the third free matinee will be Saturday, Dec. 19, featur-
ing “Turbo”.  Doors will open at 1:30 p.m. for both matinees, which are slat-
ed to begin at 2 p.m.
Also scheduled are:
*The popular Breakfast with Santa gathering is slated for Saturday, Dec.

12, starting at 9 a.m. at the Cass City VFW Hall, with children up to age 11
admitted free ($2 adults and children ages 12 and older).

*An eighth grade Washington, D.C., trip fundraiser – Santa’s Workshop –
will be held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Dec. 12 in the Cass City Elementary
School cafeteria.

*The Tom Thumb Singers will present a Christmas concert at 7 p.m. Dec.
12 at the Cass City United Methodist Church.  A repeat performance is set
for Sunday, Dec. 13, starting at 3 p.m., also at the Cass City United
Methodist Church.

*A town-wide window decorating contest will continue for both business-
es and residents until judging Friday, Dec. 18.  The results will be announced
Tuesday, Dec. 22.

Area residents and businesses interested in contacting the chamber are
encouraged to call the office at (89) 872-4618.  Keller pointed out the land-
line is now cell phone number, and she’s available to answer or return calls
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. throughout the week.  She can also be reached via
email at ccc@casscitychamber.com.

Continued from page one.

Christmas in the village

THE CASS CITY Gavel Club served their chili buffet style in the Cass City

Municipal Building, claiming this year’s service club chili cook-off crown.

Also utilizing the building were competitors the Cass City Rotary Club and

Cass City Lions Club, which finished in second and third place respectively.

Above, Gavel Club members Rusty Hudson (left) and Joe Leeson serve up a

sample to area resident Stazha Zophia.

AN ESTIMATED 325 to 350 people visited the Christmas in the Village Craft

Show Saturday at Cass City High School, where some 50 vendors displayed

their wares.  The event raised about $300 in cash and collected three large

boxes of non-perishable food items that were donated to the Revive Ministries

Food Pantry in town.

RESIDENTS ENJOYED unusually mild

December weather during the Lighted Christmas

Parade Saturday night.

VIRGIL PETERS (left)

of Knights Insurance

Agency serves a sample

of this year’s third-place

chili to City City’s Rick

Goodfellow, one of about

184 residents who tast-

ed/judged some or all of

the chilis prepared by 23

businesses.
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is pleased to welcome     
Marie Havercamp,  

     Family Nurse Practitioner 
    

 
      Joining Cass City Family Practice 
      with Dr. Donald H. Robbins Jr. 
  
Call 989-872-8303 for an appointment!  


