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CASS CITY Rotary Club members served more

than 100 families during last year’s Christmas for

Kids campaign.  Among those taking part in the

effort were (front row, from left) Amy Peters, Val

Hartel, Sue Truemner, Craig Bellew, (back row,

left) Mark Karwowski, Carolyn Sorenson, Greg

Biddinger and Emily Phillips.
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DEER DERBY – Jackson Little, 4 ½, son of Matt

and Jamie Little, stands amidst a pile of 40 deer at

Little’s Meat Processing, Cass City, on the second

day of the regular firearm deer season, which start-

ed Nov. 15.  The Littles’ seasoned crew has been

working 20-plus hour days to keep up with area

hunters’ success as well as their appetite for spe-

cialty smoked meats.

MICAH LITTLE (left) and Jonathan Fields stand in the meat processing

room at Little’s Meat Processing, Cass City, where Matt and Micah Little and

their crew have been putting in long days since the start of the firearm deer

season to keep up with the number of deer hunters are bringing to be

processed into everything from steaks, roasts and venison burger, to specialty

snack sticks, summer sausage and jerky.

Grinding out success
Littles carve out niche with custom smoked meat treats 

Please turn to page 8.

Business has simmered down a bit
since the first few days of the season,

more hunters to head out and stay
out in the woods for longer periods
of time in hopes of bagging a deer.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Business is booming these days at
Little’s Meat Processing.

That’s no surprise, considering
Thumb area hunters are in the midst
of a productive regular firearm deer
season, and Little’s owners, brothers
and partners Matt and Micah Little
specialize in full-service wild game
processing, from butchering to pro-
duction of their own custom line of
smoked snack sticks, summer
sausage, fresh sausage, jerky and
smoked venison ham.

It’s one-stop shopping at Little’s,
where the crew will even field dress
your deer for a fee.

“The numbers (of deer being
brought in) are definitely up from
what it was last year,” said Micah
Little, who three years ago joined the
meat processing business Matt estab-
lished eight years ago.  In fact, he
noted, the crew was so swamped
with deer early in the first week of
the gun season opener, they had to
temporarily stop accepting orders
while they scrambled to get caught
up.

“We had about 90 deer come in
those first two days,” Matt recalled.
“It’s only the second time in eight
years that we’ve had to shut it off
like that.”
Two days later, they were accepting

deer again.
The Littles say they’re typically

busy throughout gun-season, but this
year was particularly hectic because
mild early-season weather prompted

Thumb motorist found dead
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Deputies say it appears a motorist found dead in her vehicle over the week-
end in Huron County’s Gore Township apparently suffered a medical emer-
gency.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said deputies were dispatched to
Pochert Road, south of M-25, where they located the victim in her Dodge
Minivan Saturday morning.

“Investigation is indicating that sole occupant Benita J. Lawes, age 62, of
Bad Axe, most likely had a medical emergency, which made her lose con-
sciousness and leave the road way at a slow rate of speed and come to rest
against a tree,” Hanson said.  “Her vehicle was found still running, in gear
and the doors were locked.”

Please turn to page 2.

School, teachers
okay new, 3-year
contract Monday

Campbell has two
interested buyers

Rotary Club gearing up for
Christmas for Kids project

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Christmas is still a month away, but it isn’t too soon to start thinking about
ways to help ensure a merry Christmas for Cass City area youngsters whose
families are struggling financially.
Towards that end, members of the Cass City Rotary Club are gearing up for

their 17th annual Christmas for Kids campaign, a project focused on collect-
ing toys, clothing, books and other items that will be distributed next month
to families living in the Cass City area.
As always, Curtis Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram, 6617 Main St., Cass City, will

serve as the Christmas for Kids campaign headquarters, according to Emily
Phillips, now in her second year as chairman of the local Rotary Club’s toy
campaign.

This year’s effort is already underway, with Rotary officials having desig-
nated a few locations in town to collect donations.  They include the
Chemical Bank, Independent Bank and Thumb National Bank branches
along with Hills and Dales General Hospital and Dollar General.

The Curtis Chrysler dealership will continue to serve as the primary drop-
off center for toys and clothing as well as always-welcome cash donations,
which are used to purchase items needed to make sure all the families on the
club’s list are served.  “We always need cash donations, and every dollar
goes a lot farther because of the discounts we get from the stores,” Phillips
noted.
The annual effort targets families residing in the Cass City School District.

Please turn to page 16.

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education
Monday ratified a new, three-year
contract for the district’s 56 teachers.

The vote during the regular month-
ly meeting was 6-0.  Trustee Dan
Manwell was not in attendance at the
session.

The contract, already ratified by
members of the Cass City Education
Association (CCEA), provides for a
one-step advancement in pay for eli-
gible teachers (about 25 who are cur-
rently on steps one through 10), and
a one-percent pay hike for teachers
on step 11 and beyond in the first

year.
In each of the second and third

years of the contract, teachers eligi-
ble for step pay will receive a half-
step advancement, while those who
do not receive step advances will get
a one-half percent pay increase.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel estimates
the new contract will cost the district
an additional $94,000, including
benefits, in the first year.
Cass City teachers have been work-

ing without a contract since mid-
August, when they’re previous two-
year pact expired.

Negotiations, which began last
spring, took an unusual turn during

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials appeared poised to accept an offer for the former
Campbell Elementary School building Monday night, but a decision to
revise the property description to include an adjacent grassy area and park-
ing lot in the sale delayed final action.

Meeting in regular session, the Cass City Board of Education agreed to
gather again in a special session slated for Thursday, Dec. 3, to accept one
of two offers on the table.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel told the board he received both proposals within a
week.  Sean Astley, Silverwood, has offered $50,000 for the largely vacant
building, while Thumb Psychological Services, which has been renting the
southern end of the structure for the past two years, is offering $45,000.

“Both of these (offers) are contingent on the building passing an inspec-
tion,” Hartel noted. 
School officials earlier this year dropped their asking price for the building

from about $120,000 to $79,000.
Hartel said the property description doesn’t include the grass and parking

lot, but he agreed with board members who suggested including those items
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Megan Kay Dorland and Andrew
David DeGraaf were united in mar-
riage on Saturday, May 30, 2015 at
the Deford Community Church with
Pastor David Cooper officiating at
the ceremony. 

Megan is the daughter of Tim and
Lorna Dorland of Deford.

Andrew is the son of Tom and Deb
DeGraaf of Hudsonville.
A reception was held at the Knights

of Columbus Hall in Caro. After a
wedding trip to Boston, the couple is
residing in Caro. Megan and Andrew DeGraaf

Dorland, 
DeGraaf
united in 
marriage

Owen-Gage announces students of month
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for November is
“Respectful of Others”.  A student
who is respectful of others cares
about others and their property,
demonstrates courtesy, cooperates
with others and accepts differences
in others.  He or she also interacts
appropriately with others.  

The following students have been
chosen: Rylin LaCroix, first grade
(elementary level), son of James and
Amy LaCroix; Madelyn Haldane,
sixth grade (junior high level),
daughter of Robert and Patty
Haldane: Jade Androl, ninth grade
(high school level), daughter of Eric
and Samantha Hunt; and Tyler
Roemer, twelfth grade (senior stu-
dent), son of Matthew and Angie
Roemer.

Special recognition goes to the

“Senior Student of the Month”, Tyler
Roemer.  Tyler participated in track
his sophomore year.  He has been a
member of the high school band
throughout high school and currently
serves as the band’s president.  Tyler
was inducted into the Owen-Gage
Chapter of the National Honor
Society as a sophomore.  He served
as the chapter’s secretary his junior
year and currently is the vice-presi-
dent.  Other class offices Tyler has
held are: class treasurer as a fresh-
man, secretary as a sophomore, vice-
president his junior year, and cur-
rently is class president and a mem-
ber of the Student Council.
Tyler has been on the honor roll and

a member of the 3.0 Honors Club
throughout high school.  He was a
homecoming representative his
freshman and junior years and a
snowball representative in his junior
year.  Tyler has been on the yearbook
staff since his sophomore year and
served as the co-editor for two years
and is currently the yearbook’s edi-
tor.  As a junior, he also was a mem-
ber of the prom committee.  The past
two years, Tyler has attended the
Huron Area Technical Center

enrolled in the Mechanical
Architectural Engineering & Design
program.

Tyler is very active in his church.
He is a member of the youth group
and choir, is a Sunday School
teacher, and a member of the
Mission International Counselor
Committee of the Gagetown
Nazarene Church.  Tyler is an avid
pianist.  He has performed at church-
es and nursing homes, has attended
piano workshops at Grand Valley
State University and Central
Michigan University, has competed
in Student Achievement Testing, and
placed second for the Rosecrantz
Scholarship his freshman year.  His
freshman and sophomore years,
Tyler attended Knollcrest for music
where he studied trumpet and piano
and last year he attended Blue Lake
Camp where he studied piano and
conducting.    

Tyler has volunteered for the N.H.S.
blood drives and is currently
employed at Scheurer Healthcare.
He plans to attend Central Michigan
University to pursue a degree in sec-
ondary music education.

Rylin LaCroix

Madelyn Haldane

Jade Androl Tyler Roemer

Continued from page one.

Thumb motorist found deceased 

Firemen had to break out a window
in order to get access to the victim,
according to the sheriff, who added it
appears the incident most likely

occurred Friday afternoon, as wit-
nesses reported seeing the vehicle in
that location and thought it was there
because someone was hunting.  “It
was parked in a manner that if one
didn’t actually get out and look at the
vehicle closely, it would have
appeared to have just been parked
there,” he said.

“The victim was pronounced dead
at the scene by the Huron County
Medical Examiner’s Office, and an
autopsy has been ordered,” Hanson
said.  “Our office was assisted by the
Port Hope Fire Department, the
Harbor Beach Fire Department and
the Harbor Beach Police.”

The incident remains under investi-
gation.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler
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mom and dad. Thank goodness. And we still want
them to come home. Thank goodness. 

In the simplest of terms, it’s what being a family is
all about – along with tucking each other in at night.
Thank goodness. 

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated colum-
nist, published playwright and author. Don’t miss a
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It’s Friday night at 11:00 p.m. – the end of a par-
ticularly hectic week and I am tired. But it is okay,
because I can go to bed, thank goodness. They
don’t need me to tuck them in anymore, at least not
on Fridays, when they outlast me and sometimes
end up tucking me in because it’s been a long week
and they are usually kind to their mom. 

This tucking, while sweet, is by no means guar-
anteed. They have places to go and things to do
most Friday nights. Such is the life when you are a
teenager or slightly beyond. 
On the best nights (my viewpoint, not theirs) they

are all home under one roof, but that doesn’t hap-
pen often. It wasn’t long ago that was the norm.
They’d be home, in their beds, tucked in by 8:00
because they were little and tired. Looking back I
suppose I took it for granted. 

I took lots of things for granted. Them being
home and in their beds. Having dinner together
every night. Sitting with them over a bowl of cere-
al in the morning or ice cream in the evening. The
security of car seats. Snuggling together on the
couch watching Nemo. Reading “Go Dog Go,”
over and over. Little things. Everyday things that
seemed everyday until they weren’t anymore.

I asked a friend about this recently. Did she take
the everyday for granted, too? Without hesitation
she gave a knowing nod and I felt some sense of
relief, I guess, at not being the only one. 

She didn’t have to say a word. Her nod and
expression could have filled pages. They were the
actions of someone who toiled for years at parent-
ing only to discover that once the job starts to get
a little easier your duties are outsourced and your
skills are no longer needed. At least not on a daily
(or hourly) basis. 
It is bittersweet, their continually increasing inde-

pendence - that they are growing up and away. I
thought I’d forever be buying clothing from the
children’s section. That toys would always be a
part of Christmas. That chocolate milk would
always be a mainstay in our fridge and sippy cups
would forever prevail. All things change.

I should be celebrating. Some days I do. Other
days, I see Barney or Big Bird on TV and remem-
ber when we used to watch and those sing-songy
melodies got locked into my brain: “I love you;
you love me.” 

It is Friday night and I have the ability to go to
bed when I am tired. I appreciate this freedom. I
went years without sleep and know the realities of
deprivation. Still, I look forward to next weekend
when they will all be home and we will share a
meal at the kitchen table, watch some football and
stay up too late talking and laughing. I am glad
they want to come home at all. I’m sure there are
people and places and parties much more interest-
ing than good old mom and dad. 

But at least for now, they return home. Maybe
because they know we want them to. Maybe
because they want to themselves. Maybe because
they need groceries and gas and a hot meal in their
bellies. Probably a little of each, but for sure the
latter. 
And that’s okay. They still need a few things from

Community spirit
alive and well here
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Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

If Macanna Briolat gets her way, Ubly schools will soon
join Cass City schools and offer free admission for stu-
dents at home sporting events.
The Bearcat Student Council President made her request

during the November meeting of the Huron County
School Board, noting Bad Axe and Elkton-Pigeon-Bay
Port allow their students into home games at no charge.

Ubly students already foot a $50 pay-to-play fee and
granting them free admission to cheer on their classmates
seems right.

***********

Fred Powell – Sanilac County’s Giant Pumpkin grower
featured in the Chronicle’s Sept 23rd issue – is having a
very productive year. The Greenleaf Township resident
recently took first place at the Caro Pumpkin Festival and
third place at the Burrville Harvest Fest with his monster
squash.

Powell’s trophy officially weighed 861 pounds and next
year (we) are going for 1,000 pounds, vows Terrie Powell.

***********

When the Department of Natural Resources calculates
this year’s deer kill, I believe the buck kill will be up. I
base this on the amount of bucks taken by friends and
after talking to the folks at Little’s Deer Processing on
Dodge Road, who have processed more than 200 animals
during the first week of the firearm season.

***********

The staff of the Chronicle reminds residents that we will
be closed in observance of the Thanksgiving holiday.  Our
office at the corner of Oak and Main will be closed on
Thursday, Nov. 26 and will re-open on Friday, Nov. 27.
Deadlines will remain unchanged.

Please drive safely if travelling, but mostly, enjoy time
with family. 

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)
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$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates
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Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

Community.  It’s a sense of unity that has faded in many
small towns across the nation, but that’s not the case in Cass
City.

And as area families prepare to enjoy their Thanksgiving
feasts tomorrow, we’d like to take a moment and simply say
that we’re thankful for the spirit of community that has sur-
vived and thrived here for many decades.

The annual Cass City Community Thanksgiving Dinner,
which will unfold Thursday at the Cass City United
Methodist Church, is a great example.

We’re not talking about a soup kitchen for the needy here.
The event was established back in the mid-1980s to bring
the community together, especially residents who have no
other plans for the holiday or who could not be with their
families for one reason or another.  It’s a sit-down, family-
style meal that would not be possible without a small army
of volunteers.

The dinner would also not be possible without donations
from our neighbors, friends, local businesses, civic organi-
zations, etc.

In other words, this gathering is all about the “family” we
are as a town.

In many ways, the ingredients that make this dinner a suc-
cess are the same that have enabled Cass City to get by and
then some during even the most difficult times over the
years.
Think about it; where would we be without the men, women

and youth who, year after year, roll up their sleeves for the
common good, without expectation of a paycheck in the
end?  They have faith that their efforts will yield something
positive.

The work of those volunteers is often overlooked, largely
because these folks aren’t looking for recognition.  But you
can bet you would take notice if they suddenly ceased to
exist, whether they are involved in collecting Christmas gifts
for children, helping at an AAUW carnival to generate fund-
ing used to distribute free books to local students every year,
or raising livestock that will be processed and distributed to
area families that are struggling to make ends meet.

Cass City’s Main Street, along with the local industrial
community, owe a great deal to that attitude.  If it weren’t for
the blind faith of a host of local residents, the village never
would have served as home to Walbro Corporation, and it’s
certain we would not have Hills and Dales General
Hospital – one of the region’s finest medical facilities – in
our own backyard.

That same approach by our current village leaders contin-
ues to bring new businesses to town.

Need another reason to be thankful in Cass City?  How
about one of the best public education systems in the
Thumb?  Or the fact that local civic clubs boast more than
familiar names – they have had and continue to have a vital
impact on quality of life in more ways than many residents
might guess.

Compassion is another key.
Without it, Cass City residents that find themselves in dire

straits due to serious medical conditions and endless bills
would have little to hope for in the way of support outside of
their own families.  Instead, they can count on their friends
and neighbors pulling together to organize benefits on their
behalf.

Like all families, members of this community don’t get
along at times.  We argue and debate occasionally – some-
times vehemently – but in the end, we agree or simply agree
to disagree.  And then we move on.

In the end, we are a family that takes care of its own and
works hard to ensure a better tomorrow.

Isn’t that what community is all about?

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear recently on felony charges

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Robert D. Hammond II, 49, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of a controlled
substance and larceny in a building
May 12 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Joshua J. Weber, 35, Millington,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer and one count of
domestic violence, second offense,
July 2 in Millington.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$40,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Kyall W. Aldrich, 39, Saint
Charles, pleaded guilty to assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police offi-
cer Aug. 2 in Indianfields Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Susan M. LaPratt, 49, Reese,
received a six-month delayed sen-
tence following her plea of no con-
test to malicious destruction of
police property March 2 in Denmark
Township.

She was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $358.

*Joshua C. Bell, 28, Millington,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail (deferred) and 24 months
probation following his plea of
guilty to assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a public (probation) offi-
cer Aug. 6 in Caro.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,258 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Thomas C. Inches, 26, Reese,
received a six-month delayed sen-
tence following his pleas of guilty to
altering/forging a registration tab,
driving while his license was sus-
pended or revoked, and driving with-
out insurance June 30 in Reese.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $858.

*Fredrick L. Wisenbaugh III, 26,
Cass City, was sentenced to 180 days
in jail, with work release, following
his pleas of guilty to two counts of
delivery/manufacture of marijuana
and one count of maintaining a drug
house between Dec. 15 and Jan. 9 in
Cass City.

He was also placed on 36 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,394 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Keith A. Pelton, 58, Caro, pleaded
no contest to being a prisoner in pos-
session of a weapon Aug. 6 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*James E. Welch, 54, Saginaw, was
sentenced to two to five years in
prison following his plea of guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, June 26 in Fremont
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus attor-
neys fees of $500 and restitution of
$120.

*Joshua M. Savage, 33, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail and 60
months probation following his pleas
of guilty to breaking and entering a
building with intent to commit larce-
ny and larceny in a building between
Jan. 6 and Jan. 9 in Fairgrove

Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

In addition to jail time and proba-
tion, he was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $826 plus attorneys
fees of $500 and restitution of
$120,000.

*Clayton H. Wilber Jr., 52,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
charges of possession of a controlled
substance, operating a motor vehicle
while impaired, possession of a
firearm by a felon, and possession of
ammunition by a felon Aug. 30 in
Indianfields Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Tony W. Powell, 35, Vassar,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his pleas of no contest to
absconding or forfeiting bond Aug.
31 in Caro.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,008.

Powell also pleaded no contest to
two counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer June 29
in Vassar, and was sentenced to 23
days in jail (deferred for one year).

He was ordered to pay costs total-
ing $1,308 related to those convic-
tions.

*Jason L. Schriber, 28, Vassar, was
sentenced to 30 days in jail
(deferred) and 12 months probation
following his pleas of guilty to oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, second offense,
and failure to stop at the scene of a
property damage accident June 12 in
Juniata Township, and his pleas of
no contest to two counts of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer, and one count of attempted
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer, also June 12 in Juniata

Township.
He was ordered to pay costs and

fines totaling $1,476 plus restitution
of $120.
*Gregory A. Harmon, 25, Mayville,

pleaded guilty to possession of mari-
juana Feb. 6 in Fremont Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Luke A. LeBlond, 21, Fairgrove,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
(delayed one year) and 24 months
probation following his pleas of no
contest to carrying a concealed
weapon, possession of a Taser and
assault, resisting or obstructing a
police officer April 24 in Vassar
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,894 plus attor-
neys fees of $500 and restitution of
$120.

*Jason R. Malicoat, 30, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail and 60
months probation following his pleas
of no contest to two counts of accost-
ing children for immoral purposes
July 22 in Caro.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,326 plus attorneys fees of
$500.
*Kelly J. Dinsmoore, 39, Fairgrove,

received a one-year delayed sentence
following her pleas of no contest to
possession of a controlled substance,
second offense, operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, and operating a motor vehicle
with an altered/forged license or ID
July 10 in Almer Township.
Dinsmoore was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

The defendant was placed on 12
months probation and ordered to pay
costs and fines totaling $1,258 plus
attorneys fees of $500.
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Drug team: suspect apparently overdosed
shortly after he was treated for addiction

by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

A search warrant executed in
Sanilac County resulted in two
arrests last week, including a suspect
who appeared to have overdosed just
hours after being released from med-
ical treatment for drug dependency.

According to Sanilac County Drug
Task Force Director Jim Johnson,
drug team officers, acting on infor-
mation provided by the Sandusky
Police Department, executed the
warrant in the 300 block of West
Sanilac Avenue Wednesday morn-
ing.

“While providing assistance on an
overdose victim/ambulance run,
Sandusky Police Officer Matt

Gezequel was able to observe physi-
cal evidence of illegal narcotic use
by one of the adults living at the
home,” Johnson said, adding the
search warrant yielded discovery of
multiple syringes, prescription med-
ications, narcotic extraction para-
phernalia, and other suspected nar-
cotics concentrated in one area of the
home.  Weapons were also seized in
the same location.

“The overdose victim, who had
been released from medical treat-
ment just hours earlier for illegal
drug dependency, is suspected of
again taking illegal prescription
medications and/or heroin, causing
the overdose,” he said.

“The 23-year-old male from
Sandusky was charged with posses-

sion of stolen property found in the
home by Sandusky Police and is cur-
rently under medical care.  He will
also face drug charges when lab test-
ing results are known.”

A second person at the residence, a
38-year-old female, was detained
and remanded to the custody of the
Michigan Department of Corrections
for a parole violation related to drugs
and weapons found in the home.

Johnson noted the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Office Uniform Services
Division and Department of
Corrections Probation Department
assisted drug task officers and the
Sandusky Police Department.

“The investigation into the drug
crimes and stolen property is contin-
uing,” he added.
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I’ve been feeling a bit burned out with my job lately, thanks to a veil
of frustration that descends on me every now and then when it feels
like I’m failing in my goal of focusing on quality (spending adequate
time on individual stories) versus quantity (filling x-number of
pages).

I guess that’s bound to happen when those same blank pages stare
at you week in and week out, month after month after year after
decade.

It’s the sort of thing that gets me down, sometimes to the point
where I’m ready to throw my hands up and surrender.

Until I take a little trip back to reality.
And the reality is, I have nothing to complain about.
I have a soul mate who has put up with me through nearly 34 years

of marriage, for better or worse, who is always there for me and rarely
fails to lovingly kick my butt when I need it.  Most folks who know
my wife, Deb – and me — will tell you she’s a saint, not to mention
a wonderful mom and grandma, and an outstanding nurse. 
But that’s just the beginning of a lengthy list of items on my thanks-

giving list.
My belly is full and I’m not worried about where my next meal will

come from, I’m reasonably healthy for a 40-something guy, I have a
home and a car, and I don’t have bill collectors pounding on my door.

Oh, yeah, and I have a job that I’m thankful for.  More importantly,
I have the skills that should enable me to remain employed as long as
I want to be, regardless of what the future holds.

I have loving and supportive family members and friends that have
proven time and time again that they really do care about me, in spite
of the fact that I apparently lack the filter that keeps most folks from
always blurting out what they’re thinking, no matter how brutally
honest or (on occasion) sarcastic.

I live in a community that, while diverse, never disappoints in
demonstrating unyielding unity when it comes to taking care of its
own, whether that involves raking a neighbor’s yard or offering the
elderly transportation so they can run errands, to raising cash to help
someone cover medical expenses as they wage the fight of their life
against cancer.

I’ve been sober for nearly four years now, when I probably should
be dead.  That little item alone generally keeps my gratitude gauge on
full.

What it all comes down to, I guess, is that a little frustration on the
job (or wherever) pales in comparison to all of the people and bless-
ings that make a life worth living, especially if you take the time to
really focus on those things that matter.

Many of us forget about that all too often, instead letting a bunch of
crap that won’t mean a thing when we’re dead and gone bog us down.
I’m reminded that the best way to get over self-pity is to try and give

of myself and time to others, a practice that has an amazing tendency
to shift attention away from self and remind you of just how grateful
you should be.

I know I am, and I hope you’re in a position to say you are, too.
Happy Thanksgiving.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Frustration or
thanksgiving?
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Lauren Beth Ruthko of Ubly and
Travis Alan Gutc of Sandusky
announce their wedding engage-
ment. Lauren is the daughter of
Janice Sageman and Paul and
Crystal Ruthko of Ubly. She is a
2004 graduate of Ubly High School
and a 2009 graduate of Saginaw
Valley State University. She is
employed as a fifth grade teacher at
the Laker Elementary School. Travis
is the son of Cheryl Gutc of
Sandusky and Dave and Kelly Gutc
of Yale. He is a 2004 graduate of
Sandusky High School and a 2009
graduate of St. Clair Community
College. He is employed as a correc-
tion officer at the Sanilac Co.
Sheriff’s Department. The couple is
currently planning a June 18, 2011
wedding at the First Presbyterian
Church, Bad Axe.

Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
November is Lauren Mandich.
Mandich has been very active in
school activities during high school.
She participated in volleyball, bas-
ketball and softball throughout high
school. She also helped coach junior
high volleyball her junior year. She
served as class representative to the
student council during her freshman
and sophomore years, was student
council vice-president as a junior,
and currently serves as the student
council president. Academically,
Mandich has been on the honor roll
and a member of the 3.0 Honors
Club each year. As a junior, she was
a member of the E.P.I.C.S. program
and a member of the prom commit-
tee. She has been a representative for
Owen-Gage on the Youth Advisory
Committee for Huron County the
past 2 years. Mandich is the daughter
of Mike and Angela Mandich of
Owendale. She plans to attend
Central Michigan University in the
fall to pursue a career in elementary
education.

The Cass City 2010-11 wrestling
team members are: Ron
Wolschleger, Garret Ferguson, Jon
Crouch, Cody Crouch, Cody Pringle,
Justin Ferguson, Bobby Beyette,
Jean Luc Mathewson, Travis Wright,
Jim Merchant, Tom Lang, Nick
McCoy, Harvey McCoy, Kurt Reif,
Josh Jensen, Mike Milligan, Braeden
Perzanowski, Lucas Baker, Austin
Dunnuck, Nick Adkins, Austin
Baker and  Kyle Pomeroy.
The Deford Christian Academy vol-

leyball team finished their 2010 sea-
son with a perfect 10-0 record. They
are Renee Young, Victoria Anderson,
Emily Tuckey, Calsi Caverly,
Adrianna Pena, Nicole Willis, Sarah
Pitcher, Carissa Caverly, Sarah
Flowers, Whitney Cameron, Andrea
Willis, Marissa Marz and Coached
by Candy Collins.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Tuscola County Sheriff Tom Kern
bagged the buck of a lifetime
Sunday, Nov. 20, close to dusk while
hunting on his own property in the
Deford area. He watched the 12-
point monster come into his stand at
around 5:20 p.m. and took a 50-yard
shot. With no blood trail, Kern start-
ed a search that led him to the
downed buck about 75 yards away.
“The biggest buck I ever got was an
8-pointer. Usually I’m looking at
other guys’ bucks, saying, why can’t
I get a shot at one like that,” Kern
joked.

Devon Rose Miller, along with her
parents Dustin and Amelia (Garety)
Miller of Harrison Township,
announce the birth of Danielle Arin
Miller. Danielle was born Nov. 3,
2005 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital,
Pontiac, at 2:24 p.m. She weighed 8
pounds, 6.6 ounces and was 19 1/2
inches long. Danielle is the grand-
daughter of Raymond and Delores
Garety of Cass City and Sharon and
the late Dennis Miller of Ortonville.
She is the great-granddaughter of
Roman and Jerrylyn Miller of White
Cloud and Marilyn Cotey of Grand
Rapids.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Treats from home - Owen-Gage
English teacher Joanne Hopper (left)
and students Lisa Dorsch and Maelin
Damm prepare Christmas baskets to
be sent to 4 Owen-Gage alumni serv-
ing with American military forces in
the Middle East.

Mr. and Mrs. James Leppala of
Watton, Mich., announce the
engagement of their daughter,
Brenda, to Scott Geiger of Palatine,
Ill. His parents are Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald Geiger of Cass City. Brenda
will be graduating in May 1991 from
Gogebic Community College with
an Associate’s Degree in
Commercial Art and Graphics.

Geiger graduated from Michigan
Technological University with a
Master’s Degree in Electrical
Engineering. He is employed by
Motorola, Inc. The couple will be
married June 1, 1991, in Nagaunee,
Mich.

Blood donors gave a total of 88
pints, topping the goal of 70 pints,
during Hills and Dales General
Hospital’s Nov. 27 blood drive. First
time donors, who received T-shirts,
were Elizabeth Rayl, John Ryba Jr.,
Curtis Strickland and Ruth
Strickland. Receiving T-shirts and
pins were 1-gallon donors Anita
Loomis, Michael Murphy and
Deborah Otulakowski; 2-gallon
donors Carol Hrycko and Donald
LaPeer; 3-gallon donors James
Brown and Wayne Whittaker, and 4-
gallon donors Ron Geiger and Eldon
Stoutenburg. 

Six tables of cards were played
when the Euchre Club met Saturday
evening at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Ronnie Gracey. High prizes were
won by Mrs. Arnold LaPeer and Joe
Particka. Low prizes were won by
Mrs. Gaylord LaPeer and Arnold
LaPeer. Frank Laming won the trav-
eling prize. The next party will be
the Christmas party at the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Decker Dec. 22.
A potluck lunch was served.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  

A total of $3,038.41 in donations
and pledges received Friday from
Hills and Dales Hospital personnel
put the Elkland-Novesta United Way
over its goal. The goal has been
$13,500. The total Friday, including
the money from Hills and Dales, was
$13,809.91. Fund drive President
Dale Deering termed the amount
raised as “very good,” especially
considering the gloomy economic
conditions. “I think we’ve done very
well, so thank you, Elkland-Novesta
people.” 

Twenty-nine members of the Cass
City Business and Professional
Women’s Club and nine guests
attended the Wednesday, Nov, 19
meeting at Veronica’s Restaurant.
Highlight of the evening was the
announcement of the club’s choice
for “Woman of the Year.” The choice
of the selection committee of
Lorraine O’Dell, Thelma Pratt and
Katie Crane was Mardell Ware, a
member of the club for 17 years.
Mrs. Ware was a former school
teacher, Sunday school teacher for
many years and bookkeeper for the
Mac and Leo Service until the busi-
ness was sold at the end of 1978.

Senior Bethany Rayl, has been
named “student of the month” at
Owen-Gage High School for the
month of November. The daughter of
Randy Rayl and Patricia Wissner,
Rayl has been active in both academ-
ic activities and athletics during her
high school career. Society presi-
dent, she was class vice-president
last year and served as president in
her freshman year. In Student
Council, she has served as secretary,
vice president and, this year, presi-
dent. Rayl also has participated in
sports, including volleyball, softball,
golf and cheerleading. She also has
been active in the French Club,
Drama Club, Trip Club, yearbook
(serving as editor the past 2 years),
Business Professionals of America,
band and flag corps, and has been
involved in the homecoming and
snowball festivities. Rayl’s future
plans include entering the criminal
justice program at Ferris State
University in the fall.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Hills and Dales General Hospital’s
new burn program is $1,200 richer
thanks to efforts of Elkland
Township firemen who raised the
money earlier this fall by holding a
country-western music show.
Presenting the check was Fire Chief
Jim Jezewski. On hand for the pres-
entation were Jim Bauer, president
of the hospital board of directors,
and Randy D. Howard, hospital
administrator. The department raised
$1,000 last year for a new burn unit
at Saginaw St. Mary’s Hospital as
well. Absent was Dick Root, who
chaired the fund drive.

The 15th birthday of Larry Buehrly
was celebrated Nov. 16, when guests
at the Dale Buehrly home were Mr.
and Mrs. Lawrence Buehrly, Don
Buehrly, Ms. Esther Buehrly, Aurey
Frederick and son Kenneth.
Mr. and Mrs. Horace Bulen of Sand

Point, Mich., and Naples, Florida,
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Anne Whitaker, to Mark
Thomas Jacobs, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Thomas Jacobs of Niagara Falls,
New York. The bride-elect graduated
from Cass City High School in 1971
and Alma College, Alma, in 1975.
She is currently serving in action as a

VISTA in Denver, Colorado. Mr.
Jacobs is a senior at Alma College.
No definite wedding date has been
set.

Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Biddle and Mr.
and Mrs. William Patch spent
Saturday and Sunday in Rochester
with Mr. and Mrs. Fred Palmateer.
Sunday, they had a family dinner in
honor of Mr. and Mrs. Palmateer’s
68th wedding-anniversary.

Varsity cheerleaders for the basket-
ball season were named last week. In
the familiar “locomotive” cheer are,
LeAnn Lapeer, Brenda Lapeer,
Becky German, Donna Francis,
Norene MacCallum, Paula Schuette
and Brenda Hahn.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Miss Arlene Peasley, a student at
the Church of Christ Great Lakes
Bible College in Lansing, spent from
Tuesday evening until Monday with
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Peasley, Sr. 

At the November meeting of Hills
and Dales Hospital Auxiliary, 3 offi-
cers were elected. They are: record-
ing secretary, Mrs. Sherwood Rice
Jr.; corresponding secretary, Mrs.
Frank Meiser, and treasurer, Mrs.
Lewis Bishop. 

Cass City Floral will hold a gala 2-
day open house Friday and Saturday.
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Kelley, owners
of the store, have extended an invita-
tion to local shoppers to stop by for
free gifts, refreshments and door
prizes. 

The Cass City Methodist Church
will observe the Hanging of the
Greens Sunday afternoon. Sponsor
for the event is the Education
Commission with Tom Proctor,
chairman, and Dean Toner, Sunday
School superintendent.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

The twenty-fifth wedding anniver-
sary of Mr. and Mrs. Marshall Palach
of Ubly was celebrated on Friday
evening at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Myron Spencer. Thirty-two guests
were entertained at eight tables of
bridge with prizes going to Mrs. Ben
Eilber, Mrs. Fred Lenton, Walter
Schrader and Robert Hagen, all of
Ubly. The honor guests received
many gifts, among them a white and
silver bell with silver streamers with
a silver dollar attached to each
streamer. The supper table was cen-
tered with a beautiful wedding cake
decorated with white doves and pink
roses with silver leaves; also their
names. Guests from Detroit were Mr.
and Mrs. Otto Grates, Mr. and Mrs.
Jack Palach, Mr. and Mrs. Ted
Wilson, Mr. and Mrs. George Starr
and Mr. and Mrs. Paul Serratoni.

School officials have evidenced an
interest in the erection of a farm shop
on the school grounds at Cass City
and have written federal authorities
for particulars regarding the require-
ments necessary. Funds, school
authorities here say, will be available
for the costs of building materials.
The plans submitted by the State
Board of Control for Vocational
Education call for a one-story brick
building” 42 by 90 feet. Tentative
plans are to have the new building, if
erected, to occupy space north of the
present school building.

Robert L. Keppen, Rotary Club
president, was a successful hunter at
West Branch last week and on
Tuesday he furnished some choice
cuts from the deer for the Rotary
luncheon at the Hotel Gordon.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Harold Lee, member of the Class of
1914, Cass City High School, is a
popular student at Lawrence College
at Appleton, Wisconsin, and the fol-
lowing article regarding Mr. Lee as a
stage artist is sent out from
Appleton: Harold Lee, of Owendale,
was one of the popular actors Friday
night in a minstrel show given by the
various fraternities and sororities at
Lawrence College, where he is
attending school. The show was the
first college minstrel ever given at
Lawrence, and Mr. Lee and his
troupe were the rage of the evening.

George Dudenhofer, son of Mrs.
Elizabeth Dudenhofer and Miss
Irene Chaffee, daughter of Mrs.
Alice Chaffee; were united in mar-
riage at the Baptist parsonage at Cass
City by Rev, H, C. Hayward on Nov,
17. They were attended by Ira and
Miss Edith Evans. The bride was
prettily gowned in white crepe de
chine and her travelling dress was of
green wool poplin. The bridesmaid
wore a gown of brown serge. Mr. and
Mrs. Dudenhofer left on the after-
noon train for Pontiac, Detroit and
other points. They will reside on the
farm of the groom’s mother.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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School, teachers okay new contract
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last month’s regular school board
meeting, when board President Alice
Zaleski publicly outlined specific
items in the school bargaining team’s
offer.

Zaleski offered a list of nearly a
dozen concessions she said school
officials have offered – but union
bargainers had declined to accept.
School officials said the union ini-
tially agreed to the school’s offer, but
later backed out pending the results
of the district’s 2014-15 fiscal year
audit.

At the time, Zaleski indicated bar-
gainers, who were working with a
state mediator, would not be resum-
ing talks until January due to sched-
uling conflicts.

CCEA President Kris Milligan and
bargaining team member Josh Stern
later voiced disappointment at the
district’s bargaining tactic.  They
also suggested there was no need to
put negotiations on hold because the
union and school could come to
terms on the remaining unresolved
issues without attorneys or a media-
tor present.

Milligan and Stern declined to
address specific issues, but said local
teachers deserve a fair shake – not
only because they have repeatedly
accepted concessions in the past
when the district was facing hard
financial times — but because they
have as much personally invested in
the school district as anyone, espe-
cially considering how important the
school system is to the community.

Asked for comment Monday night
after the board ratified the new con-
tract, Milligan she’s “just glad that
we were able to come to an agree-
ment.”

The local teaching staff was more
than a month into the 2013-14 school
year before that contract was ratified.
Negotiations had started months

Continued from page one. before – in early spring – and bar-
gainers had agreed on much of what
the pact would include, with the key
exception being salaries.

Both sides came to an agreement in
late October 2013, adopting the pre-
vious two-year contract, which lifted
a five-year freeze on step pay.  At the
time, the board agreed to add 1 ½
percent to each step and move all
instructors up a step.
Hartel estimated the contract would

cost the district an additional
$100,000 in 2013 and another
$70,000 in 2014.

The Cass City Public Schools’
financial picture has improved sig-
nificantly since the last teachers’
contract was ratified.  At that time,
school officials were projecting a
year-end fund balance of close to
$800,000, an amount equal to 8.7 of
the schools’ 2013-14 general fund

budget.
According to the district’s 2014-15

annual audit report presented last
month, school officials were able to
add $211,000 to the fund balance
going into the current (2015-16) fis-
cal year, which began July 1.
Currently, the fund balance stands at
about $1.4 million.

In other business Monday, the
board:

*Extended Hartel’s revolving con-
tract by one year based on the results
of his latest job performance evalua-
tion.  Board members gave Hartel a
combined 3.97 points on a scale of
five points, resulting in a rating of
“effective”.

*Accepted “with regret” the resig-
nations of teacher Kathy Stolicker
and Karen Ouvry, SRC (Student
Responsibility Classroom) coordina-
tor.

Two make offers on Campbell
Continued from page one.

in order to reduce the district’s liability and maintenance costs.
Board members indicated they’re ready to sell at a reduced price and unan-

imously approved a motion to that effect on a vote of 5-0.  Board Vice
President Craig Bellew did not attend Monday’s session, but participated via
speaker phone.  Also unable to attend was Trustee Dan Manwell.  Trustee
Stacey Bliss, who works part-time for Thumb Psychological Services,
abstained.

After discussing the need to revise the property description, the board
briefly considered a motion to accept an offer Monday.  Board Secretary
Janie Meeker and board Treasurer Dave Osentoski both indicated they first
want to make a counteroffer.  Board President Alice Zaleski, Bellew and
Trustee Emily Phillips said they were ready to vote in favor of accepting an
offer.  No one made a motion, however. 

The board also briefly discussed the offers.  Meeker indicated she felt a
responsibility to accept the highest amount, but Phillips pointed out Thumb
Psychological Services has been a good renter and provides important serv-
ices within the community.

Hartel pointed out the board is not obligated to accept the highest offer.
During the public comment portion of Monday’s agenda, Nicole Kohaif,

who along with Deb Thomas and Kathy Mroz formed the partnership that
owns Thumb Psychological Services, pointed out their business is the only
provider of specialized clinical services for autistic children in the Thumb
region.

Currently, she told the board, Thumb Psychological Services has 250
clients in the community as well as nearly two dozen salaried employees.
“We are more than just a purchase agreement, and I we wanted you to know

that,” Kohaif added.
If Thumb Psychological Services is able to buy the building, she said, the

business would welcome the opportunity to retain a lease agreement with a
call center business that also currently utilizes a portion of the former school
and specializes in snowmobile parts distribution.    

Cass City School officials voted to list the structure for sale in April 2014
after several months of debate and discussion over its future.

The decision came after the board had hoped to let voters decide the issue
at the polls, but subsequently learned it isn’t a legal option.  At the time, it
had been more than two years since school officials closed Campbell in a
consolidation effort designed to cut expenses following a multi-year trend of
declining enrollment that has cost the Cass City Public Schools hundreds of
students.

In early 2013, the board began talks with representatives of a group of
Thumb dentists who had proposed utilizing the building to house a non-prof-
it regional dental clinic to serve Medicaid patients.
The dentist agreed to a three-year lease and offered to buy the building out-

right, but negotiations stalled when the board approved, on a split vote, a
motion to not sell the former school.
Board members opposed to selling expressed concern for the possible need

for more space in the future, especially in light of construction of the new
Dairy Farmers of America (DFA) plant in town.  However, other board
members suggested it’s highly unlikely enrollment would increase signifi-
cantly due to the plant construction.  They also noted the district has some
existing space that could be used to accommodate additional students.

Since then, the district has not seen a notable increase in enrollment due to
the DFA plant.  In fact, student numbers have continued to decrease.

In the meantime, school officials have continued to spend an estimated
$20,000 annually on utility costs at Campbell.
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Christmas in the Village
Presented by:

 Cass City
Chamber of CommerceDecember 5th

December 6th

December 12th

December 19th

10 am - 4 pm: Craft Show @ Cass City High School --  
           Donate a non-perishable food item for Revive Ministries in Cass City
11 am - 3 pm: Chili Cook-off at local businesses (buy your ballot at any participating business)
1:30 pm: Doors open for FREE matinée of “NUT JOB” at the Cass Theatre. (Movie at 2 pm)
6 pm: Lighted Christmas Parade. Parade begins at football field and ends at VFW Hall
After the Parade: Community Gathering at VFW. Free: bean soup, hot cocoa, & snacks,
     Free Carriage Rides & Free photos with Santa! Children 11 and under receive small gift
     From Santa and be entered into toy drawing. There will also be free children’s crafts!

Christmas Community Hymn Sing
Novesta Church of Christ 6pm

Free and everyone is Welcome!

9 am: Breakfast with Santa
Children up to 11 years old Free

Adults and Children 12 and older $2.00
9 am - 4 pm: 8th Grade Washington DC 

Fund raiser. Santa’s Workshop at
Cass City Elementary Cafeteria

1:30 pm: Doors open for FREE matinée of
“DOLPHIN TALE 2” at the Cass Theatre.

(Movie starts at 2 pm).
7 pm: Tom Thumb Singers Christmas Concert

Cass City United Methodist Church
Freewill offering

December 13th
Tom Thumb Singers Christmas Concert

Cass City United Methodist Church
3 pm. Freewill Offering

1:30 pm: Doors open for FREE matinée of
“TURBO” at the Cass Theatre. 
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     Free Carriage Rides & Free photos with Santa! Children 1
After the Parade: Community Gathering at VFW
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THE LITTLES utilize two large smokers at their

venison processing operation.  For example, the

smokers can accommodate 200 pounds of snack

sticks, which take four to six hours to fully smoke.

The Human Development Commission (HDC), in part-
nership with the Corporation for National and
Community Service (CNCS), recently recognized veter-
ans who have continued their service to America as
Senior Corps volunteers. 
A ceremony held at the HDC office in Caro recognized

those dedicated individuals as members of National
Veteran Corps, which is part of a larger effort to raise
awareness of the value veterans bring to communities.
The event was one of nearly 200 recognition ceremonies
featuring National Veteran Corps pin presentations tak-
ing place across the country throughout the month of
November.
“Our commitment to veterans and their families is deep

and it’s twofold: We serve them, and we ask them to
serve with us. National service gives our heroes a new
mission on the home front, a pathway to opportunity,
and a better transition to civilian life,” said Wendy
Spencer, CEO of the Corporation for National and
Community Service.

“The National Veterans Corps recognizes the family of
Senior Corps volunteers and AmeriCorps members car-
rying out the spirit of our shared values of devotion,
honor and service to our great nation,” Spencer added.
“This month is an opportunity to salute those who are
serving our country again, while bringing attention to
the critical work being done by veterans-focused nation-
al service programs.”

There were 19 veterans and national service members
invited to the pinning ceremony, joining thousands of
national service members across the country in the

National Veteran Corps.
The local Senior Corps volunteers have spent countless

hours working with students in local schools, delivering
meals to home-bound elderly, and dedicating time to
those in our community who need it the most.

The local Senior Corps Veterans serving in the Foster
Grandparent Program (FGP) or the Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program (RSVP) are:

Douglas Banker, Sandusky, RSVP volunteer since
2008; David Burkhard, Port Hope, RSVP volunteer
since 2013; Ann Cherry, Caro, RSVP volunteer since
2012; Mike Colburn, Caro, RSVP volunteer since 2010;
Raymond Colford, Caro, RSVP volunteer since 2008;
Gary Franklin, Millington, RSVP volunteer since 2009;
Richard Guelette, Kingston, RSVP volunteer since
2013; Pastor Hollender, Caro, RSVP volunteer since
2006; Arnold Koehn, Harbor Beach, RSVP volunteer
since 2010; Gordon Hutson, Sandusky, RSVP volunteer
since 2008; Patrick LaFeve, Vassar, RSVP volunteer
since 2013; Douglas Lee, Bad Axe, FGP volunteer since
2014; Francis Mazure, Kinde, RSVP volunteer since
2003; James Pawlosky, Bad Axe, RSVP volunteer since
2013; Marjorie Pijanowski, Sandusky, FGP volunteer
since 2011; Alvin Peruski, Ruth, RSVP volunteer since
2009; Oscar Schave, Port Hope, RSVP volunteer since
2004; Lawrence Spiekerman, Caro, RSVP volunteer
since 2012; and Keith Tedford, Caro, RSVP volunteer
since 2008.

For more information on the Foster Grandparent
Program or the Retired and Senior Volunteer Program,
contact Kristy at HDC at 1-800-843-6394.

HDC recognizes veteran volunteers

Continued from page one.

but not by much.
“It’s four of us working continuous-

ly.  I think all together we’ve gotten
30 hours of sleep over the past five
days,” Micah commented Sunday.

“They just pulled their fourth 24-
hour shift since opening day.  It’s
been pretty crazy this year,” said
Matt’s wife, Jamie Little, who serves
as bookkeeper for the business.

“I would say it’s an above-average
year based on where we’re at right
now,” said Matt, who added the crew
can butcher 25 deer a day.  “We also
try to have the sausage made,
smoked and packed within 24 hours
of cutting it.”

As the season progresses, the num-
ber of deer hunters arriving at their
door can vary greatly.  “We can get
two or three deer a day for four days,
then all of a sudden 40 in a day,”
Jamie said.  “I would say an average
for them is 10 to 15 deer a day.”

And those days start early – 5 a.m.
– and continue long into the night.
A typical day will find the crew cut-

ting meat throughout the morning
until noon.  “Matt and (Jonathan
Fields) are our main cutters, and they
can butcher six or seven deer an
hour,” Micah noted.
After the lunch hour, they’re back at

it, skinning deer brought in during

the morning, with plans to spend the
rest of the day preparing and smok-
ing meat.

Regardless of how late or early a
shift ends, the Littles set time aside
every day for a complete cleaning
and disinfecting of the processing
facility.

The project takes up to two hours,
Jamie said.  She explained the work
includes cleaning everything from
the plastic bins used to hold venison,
to every piece of equipment
(grinders, mixers, stuffers, etc.), to
the walls and floors.

Micah attributes some of the busi-
ness’ success to the custom venison
snack sticks, sausage, jerky and
other popular products they’ve
earned a reputation for in the Cass
City area and beyond.  Convenience
is another key – hunters can have
their deer processed into cuts of meat
as well as order the specialty snacks
they know will be produced in-
house.

The barbecue and cheese snack
stick is probably the most popular,
and the regular summer sausage –
I’d have to say those two are the best
sellers,” he said.

Just how popular are those prod-
ucts?

From Saturday night to Sunday
morning, the Littles crew turned out
150 pounds of summer sausage and
another 50 pounds of summer
sausage with cheese, 75 pounds each
of their BBQ with cheese and
jalapeno with cheese snack sticks, 50
pounds of pepper snack sticks, 25
pounds each of hunter and hunter
with cheese snack sticks, and 12 ½
pounds of pepper with cheese snack
sticks.

“We don’t stop until Thanksgiving.
We take the day off, then the next
morning we’re right back at it
again,” Micah said.

Although this is the busiest time of
the year, the Littles’ season kicks off
in September in conjunction with the
state’s early doe and youth hunts.
During the firearm seasons, the busi-
ness is open seven days a week, from
9 a.m. to 8 p.m.  Regular business
hours continue through the first of
January.  But customers can still
bring their deer in after that by
appointment by calling (989) 872-
5525.

Jamie said a solid base of regular
customers keeps the family on its
toes, although she’s pleasantly sur-
prised to see the number of new cus-
tomers that word of mouth seems to
bring through their doors.

“We’ve got some really loyal cus-
tomers,” she said.  “They keep com-
ing back to us each year.”

Looking back, Matt says he never
expected the business to grow as it
has.  Eight years ago, he had an idea
of butchering maybe a hundred deer
and smoking some sausage for cus-
tomers.  “Now, we work 24 hours a
day and we grind as hard as we can
to keep up with the work.”

Making that dream come true has
always been a family affair, accord-
ing to Matt, who credits his mom,
Donna Little, with playing a key role
early on, starting with setting up a
business office as well as helping to
wrap meat.  She’s also cared for
grandchildren along the way so her
sons and their wives could juggle
work and family life.

“She’s a heck of a woman, I’ll tell
you that.  She played a pivotal role in
this business being a success,” Matt
said.

“I think part of how we got where
we’re at is we started out really
small,” he commented.  “I did the
work and I got to talk to the cus-
tomer.  I think that’s what got the ball
rolling.”

He credits his wife and brothers,
including older brother Bill Little, as
well as longtime friends and full-
time employees Jonathan Fields and
Joshua O’Dell, with keeping that ball
rolling — each of them can tackle
just about every job at the business,
he noted. 

“I have the best crew, I believe,
ever,” Matt said.  “We’re where we
want to be, (but) without our crew,
we wouldn’t be where we are.  I had
an idea, but it was all of us that made
it come to light.”    

Littles grinding out success
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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CASS CITY GAVEL CLUB recently donated money for new soccer nets and

accessories for the Cass City Youth Soccer fields.  Presenting the check on

behalf of the Gavel Club is President Anton Peters and Treasurer Dan Curtis.

Accepting the check for the Cass City Youth Soccer program is regional com-

missioner Brandi Kruse and Registrar and Coach Administrator Becky

Klinkman.

Audrey Woods

Audrey M. Woods, 76, of Cass City, passed away Mon., Nov. 16, 2015 at her daughter’s home. 
She was born April 16, 1939 in Ortonville, the daughter of the late Oren and Flossie (Brooks) Frick. 
She worked in childcare, was a homemaker, and former manager at the Cass City Apartments on Woodland

Avenue. She enjoyed gardening, walking and traveling. 
Audrey is survived by her children, Jean Paul Helias of Holly, Paule Marie (Ted) Kulze of WY, Michelle Bissett

of FL and MI, Glenda (Doug) Clifton of Akron, Yvonne (David) Zartman of Cass City and Joel (Shannon) Helias
of LA; 16 grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; 2 great great-grandchildren; and brothers, Pete Frick of Goodrich
and Duane Frick of Grand Rapids. 

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by a brother, Jack Frick and 2 sisters, Janice Elkins and Marilyn
Hagler. 

Honoring Audrey’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be held Sat., Nov. 21 at 3 p.m.
in the common room at the Cass City Apartments, 4224 Woodland Avenue.  Family and friends may start gathering
at 2 p.m. 

Memorials may be given to Revive Ministries. 
Please share condolences at thabetfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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de Beaubien
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8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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SNOW CAN BE a beautiful thing if you don’t have to shovel or drive in it.

There was no shortage of picturesque scenes like this one photographed near

Deford following the area’s first significant snowfall of the season over the

weekend.  The storm dumped several inches of the white stuff Saturday, caus-

ing a number of traffic accidents in the Thumb. 

What a difference a few days makes in Michigan...

THIS TOAD, SPOTTED on a deck at a Deford

area residence last week, may have been confused

with the mild weather pattern enjoyed by Michigan

residents this month.  But Old Man Winter arrived

later in the week with cold and the first significant

snowfall of the season, no doubt sending this speci-

men burrowing deep into some woodland soil for a

long winter’s nap.
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Rotary Club gearing up for annual toy drive

Most of the referrals are provided by
the Tuscola County Family
Independence Agency and local
school officials. 
Donations may be taken to the local

dealership during regular business
hours; Monday through Friday, 8
a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Following last year’s 16th annual
Christmas for Kids campaign, Curtis
reported Rotary’s Christmas list was
successfully filled, with club mem-
bers distributing bags loaded with
toys, games, books and other gifts
benefiting more than 200 children
and teens.

“We’re down on families (so far
this year).  We had over 100 last
year,” Phillips said.  “We’re current-
ly at 88, which doesn’t mean we
won’t receive more families.  We get
them right up until the end.”

Of course, toys, games and other
gifts are in demand, according to
Phillips.  “We’ve seen an increase in
(gift requests for) older children –
teens,” she said, adding, a number of
families can also use clothing,
including pajamas and cold-weather
items.  “I would say that winter jack-
ets, hats and gloves are always
appreciated,” she said.  “Honestly, a
lot of people request clothing
because it’s a need they have.”
Phillips indicated she’s looking for-

ward to another successful campaign
in the community.

“We try to make it an entire club
event,” she said, adding members
sign up to help out with pre-sorting
and final sorting of gifts, as well as
to lend a hand on the day the gifts are
distributed to families.  “So it takes
the entire Rotary Club to make this
possible.”
And, of course, the effort would not

Continued from page one. enjoy the success it has without the
generosity demonstrated year after
year by individuals, businesses and
various organizations in the commu-
nity, Phillips pointed out.  For exam-
ple, Rawson Memorial District
Library officials annually collect
dozens of books to donate.

This year’s Christmas for Kids dis-
tribution date has been scheduled for
Friday, Dec. 18, at Curtis Chrysler.

“With the holidays fast approach-
ing, we’re looking forward to help-
ing families and children enjoy their
Christmas,” Phillips said.

More information about this year’s
campaign, including making a dona-
tion, is available by contacting
Phillips at (989) 385-3039, or Curtis
Chrysler Dodge Jeep Ram at (989)
872-2184.

DNR is optimistic CWD
can be eliminated in state

The 2015 Michigan deer season is
the first since state officials con-
firmed a case of chronic wasting dis-
ease (CWD) in a free-ranging deer in
Michigan. The disease was first
detected in an Ingham County white-
tailed deer this past spring.

Wildlife officials are optimistic,
however, that CWD can be eliminat-
ed in Michigan and are asking for
hunters’ assistance.   

So far, public response has been
“overwhelmingly positive,” said
Chad Stewart, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources’
(DNR) deer and elk specialist.

“Most people right now are on
board with what we are doing,” he
said. “They seem to understand the
regulatory changes we’ve made. Not
everyone likes them, but they under-
stand them.”

In April, Meridian Township police
dispatched a 6-year-old female deer
that was exhibiting signs of neuro-
logical disease. An initial screening
at the DNR Wildlife Disease
Laboratory identified the deer as a
CWD suspect.

Later, the National Veterinary

Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, con-
firmed the DNR’s suspicion:
Michigan became the latest state to
have found CWD in its free-ranging
deer herd.

CWD is a type of transmissible
spongiform encephalopathy (TSE).
The disease is an always fatal afflic-
tion for cervids – deer, elk and
moose – that attacks the brain, caus-
ing lesions, which leads to emacia-
tion, loss of fear of humans, loss of
body control, drooling and, ultimate-
ly, death. It is not caused by bacteria
or virus but by prions, which are
mutated proteins.

CWD is spread by animal-to-ani-
mal contact with saliva, urine, feces,
blood or infected soil. There is no
treatment for CWD in deer.

The ailment has never been shown
to cause illness in humans.  For more
than two decades, CWD has been
present in free-ranging populations
of mule deer and elk in Colorado.
During this time, there has been no
known occurrence of a human con-
tracting any disease from eating
CWD-infected meat.

Because of the occurrence of CWD
in other states, the Michigan DNR
has been vigilant about testing for
the disease. Since 1998, tens of thou-
sands of free-ranging deer have been
tested in the state. The Meridian
Township deer marked the second
time CWD was identified in
Michigan. In 2008, a single deer was
found to be CWD-positive in a cap-
tive cervid facility in Kent County.

With the most recent finding, the
DNR immediately instituted a policy
that called for reducing deer num-
bers in the area of the infected deer
and testing all deer – those taken by
federal animal damage control offi-
cials as well as road kills – from the
area for CWD.

In July, a two-year-old buck found
less than a mile from the initial
CWD-positive female tested posi-
tive. In August, a five-year-old
CWD-positive female was found in
close proximity to the other two.
Genetic testing showed all three pos-
itives were related. Finding deer with
CWD within the same extended fam-
ily is not uncommon.  “When we
found the first one, we didn’t know
what we would find,” Stewart said.
“Given that that deer was sympto-
matic – it obviously had the disease
for some time – we expected to find
additional animals. It’s encouraging
that the ones we’re picking up are
from the same family group and rel-
atively close to where we found her.
But we still have a long road ahead
of us.”

Extensive testing of deer from the
CWD-infected area is ongoing. As of
Nov. 13, of the 1,403 deer tested in
DMU 333 – and another 337 in the
three-county area – only three have
been determined to have chronic
wasting disease, with a fourth sus-
pect positive waiting final testing.

All 141 tested from other counties
have been negative. 


