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Gavel Club elects

officers for new year
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Single vehicle crash

fatal in Sanilac Co.
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CASS CITY sixth graders recently enjoyed a day of nature study at

Chippewa Landing in Caro, thanks to a $300 grant teacher Ron Woloshen

wrote through the Thumb Nature Area.  Above, Tyler Asher admires a

crayfish (top photo), while Madison Vinokrow (right) shows the results of

using a grappling hook to collect specimens from the bottom of a pond,

and Lance Swiderski and Ryder Luana (left) use nets to collect pond life.

Getting close to nature...

KINGSTON SCHOOL District Supt. Matt Drake

stands in a boiler room at the high school, which hous-

es a boiler installed in 1968 and an antiquated 1,000-

gallon hot water tank.  Both pieces of equipment would

be replaced in conjunction with plans to tackle a num-

ber of expensive upgrades.  Voters will be asked to fund

those improvements at the polls next spring by sup-

porting a $6 million bond issue.

NWS confirms rare November
tornadoes in the Thumb Friday

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

National Weather Service (NWS) officials confirmed three rare November
tornadoes Friday morning in the Thumb – including one near Bad Axe in
Huron County and another in the Applegate area in Sanilac County – leav-
ing hundreds of residents without power temporarily.
No injuries were reported, but the storms caused sporadic damage to roofs,

vehicles, signs and other property, and downed tree limbs and power lines.
According to a report issued by the NWS office in Detroit/Pontiac, the

strongest wind gusts from the storms occurred in the Tri-Cities and Thumb
regions between 5 and 8 a.m.  One particularly strong swath of downburst
winds just south and east of Bad Axe were clocked at 85 miles per hour.
“Along the line of showers, a few surges of strong winds developed, which

allowed three brief tornadoes to spin up,” an NWS statement reported.  “Two
of the tornadoes that occurred near Bad Axe and Yale were rated EF-0, with
peak winds of 85 mph, and one near Applegate was rated EF-1, with peak
winds of 90 mph. 

“These three tornadoes doubled the previous number of November torna-
does for southeast Michigan from three to six (since 1950).  Two of the tor-
nadoes occurred between 7 and 8 a.m., making these the first tornadoes to
occur during this hour on record.” 

BOND VOTE
Kingston School officials set to 
ask voters to approve $6 million
bond issue for a host of upgrades

Caro businessman faces

health care fraud charges
A Tuscola County businessman

faces charges in connection with an
investigation allegedly involving
more than $1 million in fraudulent
Blue Cross Blue Shield claims over a
multi-year period.

Troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro arrested 49-year-
old Robert John Daniels of Caro
Friday.  Daniels, president of United
Health Services, Caro, faces a dozen
counts of obtaining more than
$100,000 by false pretenses, two
counts of health care fraud, and one
count of insurance fraud.

Daniels was arraigned on the
charges Friday in Tuscola County
District Court.  If convicted on the
felony counts, he could be sentenced
to a prison term of up to 20 years.
He is currently free on a $100,000
personal recognizance bond.
According to troopers, auditors and

investigators with Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan uncovered suspi-
cious activity and billing from
Daniels’ medical supply and servic-

es, located at 171 N. State St., Caro.
In 2014, Michigan State Police
detectives expanded the investiga-
tion, which culminated in last week’s
arrest and arraignment.

Michigan State Police Post
Commander First Lt. Todd Mapes
lauded the Tuscola County
Prosecutor’s Office and Blue Cross
Blue Shield investigators for their
assistance in the case.

Legislature agrees on road plan

Negotiators

okay contract

extension at

Walbro plant 

Michigan legislators last week narrowly approved a plan to fund repairs to
the state’s crumbling roadways.

State Rep. Edward “Ned” Canfield (R-Sebewaing) applauded the passage
of the legislation, which earmarks $1.2 billion annually to fix the state’s
transportation system.

The plan, approved last week in both the House and Senate, calls for set-
ting aside $600 million annually from the general fund and raising an addi-
tional $600 million annually through increases in vehicle registration fees
and fuel taxes.

“This is a good, balanced compromise which will guarantee safe roads for
Michigan’s families and commerce,” said Canfield, who serves as represen-
tative in the 84th District, comprised of Tuscola and Huron counties. “It’s a
simple, elegant solution that recognizes the concerns on both sides of the
debate.”

Canfield said the road package will also expand the Homestead Property
Tax Credit to provide tax relief to low- and middle-class residents and sen-
iors across the state.

The plan builds on funding already re-prioritized for road projects during

Please turn to page 6.

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Negotiators representing Walbro
Engine Management in Cass City
and members of UAW Local
9699 will continue negotiating
this week without a work stop-
page, union officials said
Monday.

The union’s three-year contract
was scheduled to expire Sunday
at midnight following continued
talks over the weekend, accord-
ing to Local 9699 President
Darryl Bragg.

“We did an extension (of the
contract) for a week, and we’re
going back to the bargaining
table.  The company has put a
proposal on the table,” said
Bragg, who declined to discuss
details of the offer.

Union workers at the local plant
previously voted overwhelming-
ly to authorize a strike after com-
pany officials submitted a final
offer earlier this month.  The vote
was 124-5.  However, Bragg
noted, “We take a strike vote
every time we’re in negotiations
– it’s not unusual.”

“It’s just a process that we’re
working through,” he added.
“We’ll continue to work and con-
tinue to bargain” for the next
week.

Officials at Walbro Engine
Management, contacted over the
weekend for comment on negoti-
ations, issued the following state-
ment: 

“Walbro continues to negotiate
in good faith with the goal of
reaching a collective bargaining
agreement with UAW (Local)
9699.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kingston Community School District officials will be asking voters to
approve a $6 million bond issue to fund a myriad of what school officials
say are long-overdue building and equipment upgrades ranging from tech-
nology needs to roof replacement.

Residents will decide the issue – a request for bonds that will generate
$6,010,000 and be paid back over a period of 20 years – in the spring.  The
Kingston Board of Education approved placing the request on the Tuesday,
March 8, ballot during a recent regular monthly meeting. 

School Supt. Matt Drake said the bond issue, if approved, would initially
increase the district’s tax rate by just over three mills, from 5.62 to 8.72
mills, then gradually begin to fall after four years.  Projections call for the
rate to drop below five mills by 2028 as school officials pay off existing
debt, he noted.

For the owner of a home with a market value of $100,000 — $50,000 in
state equalized valuation (SEV) — the bond issue would cost an additional
$155 annually.

According to Drake, the proposed slate of improvements was whittled
down from a “wish list” totaling some $10 million in improvements.
And residents will find that the pared-down list is composed of needs – not

wants, he said.  “There’s no fancy glass atrium as you walk into the school,
no heated bus washing area,” he added. 
“We’ve been doing some strategic planning,” Drake said, noting the school

staff and community members were invited to offer their input in the process
to determine a priority list of upgrades.
“We know $6 million is a lot of money, (but) we have a very depleted infra-

structure – a lot of very old things,” said Drake, now in his third year as
Kingston superintendent.

Among the items needing attention are the elementary and high school
roofs, which need to be replaced.  Some existing roof sections are 20 years
old or older, and sections have already failed, causing interior water damage,
according to school officials, who also plan to demolish the two-story sec-
tion of the existing elementary school, which was built in 1935 and is no
longer in use.

Another item on the replacement list is the district’s late 1960s-era boiler
and an antiquated 1,000-gallon hot water tank.

The water tank served a purpose in its time, back when students were

Please turn to page 16.

Veterans’ Day, Nov. 11
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WITH MORE THAN 400 votes on Facebook the winners of this year’s win-

dow decorating contest, in connection with Pinktober, was Farm Bureau-

Ignash Agency pictured above are employees Tanya Kulinski, Kaylene Stine

and Jessica Dressler, with their Dr. Seuss themed décor. This year the month-

long awareness celebration raised $6,600 for the Love for Lexi Pay It Forward

foundation, which helps local families battling cancer, and $3,000 for

American Cancer Society. 

THE NEWLY elected 2015-16 Cass City Gavel Club officers are, from the left,

secretary Rusty Hudson, treasurer Dan Curtis, president Anton Peters and

vice-president Steve Muska. 

Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City will be hosting its next
monthly Senior Citizen Movies
event Friday, Nov. 20, 1:30 p.m.

Scheduled this month is the film,
“Secret Access - The Vatican”.

What happens inside the Vatican
compels millions of people, but few
get to see it. This film provides a
revealing look at the inner workings
of the Vatican, from the secret
archives to the Swiss Guard, as well
as some of the treasures locked
inside.

See what is housed under the 110-
acre site as an ongoing excavation of
an ancient cemetery that the Vatican
was built upon uncovers priceless
artifacts, including the bones of St.
Peter himself. Go inside the Vatican
Secret Archives, a collection of
rooms and libraries containing some

Library to host Senior Citizen Movies
of history’s priceless documents. Get
to know Vatican security, the top-of-
the-line procedures and practices uti-
lized by a combination of Swiss
Guards (elite guards to the Pope),
Vatican police, and Italian police that

keep the Pope and Vatican safe (94
minutes).

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

Barrios named to SVSU
Athletic Advisory Board

Chris Barrios, a graduate of
Saginaw Valley State University
(SVSU), has been named to the
SVSU Athletic Advisory Board.

The board meets to discuss issues
pertinent to SVSU athletics and pro-
vides recommendations to the athlet-

ic director and the athletic depart-
ment management team.

Barrios, a 2003 North Branch High
School graduate, is the son of David
and Nancy Barrios.  He is a State
Farm agent and owns the Chris
Barrios Agency Inc. in Caro.

Chris Barrios
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

My secret indulgence

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

allowing workers to catch a little shut-eye during the
lunch hour. Some even provide napping pods and zero
gravity chairs to enhance the whole experience. Gentle
lighting and vibrations wake employees when it’s time to
get back to work. It gives whole new meaning to the term
“sleeping on the job.”

I’ve always been a closet napper. Then I did some
research for this column and discovered we afternoon
sleepers should be loud and proud about our noontime
habits. A little afternoon sleep can increase creativity,
help you lose weight and boost your sex life. (Ka-ching!)
There isn’t any pill anywhere that can do that. 

Counting sheep after lunch? I say count me in.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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What do you do with your free time?
If given an extra hour or two on a Saturday afternoon,

some people will go out and play a round of golf or ten-
nis. (There’s never time for both.) Others will take a
warm bath, curl up with a good book or make a fresh
batch of homemade peanut butter cookies. Maybe
there’s a good movie or game or “Naked and Afraid” on
TV. Some (but not many) will clean out the garage.
Each of these options has its own attributes, and I might
choose any of them on an unencumbered Saturday, but
none would be my first choice. 

I have a secret indulgence reserved for Saturday after-
noons. Sometimes my husband joins me. When I have
a moment (or two) I opt for a nap. There, I said it. I am
a napper. I love (love, love) taking naps. Some Saturday
mornings I wake up early just so I can schedule in a
nap. I’m creative that way.

I do not readily admit to my nappiness. It might make
me appear lazy – sleeping in the middle of the day and
all. We live in a society where productivity and action
are valued. (Who’s going to clean out the garage if I am
on the couch napping?) Still I believe there are inherent
benefits to the occasional siesta. 

I’m not alone. According to the National Sleep
Foundation, 85 percent of mammals are polyphasic
sleepers. Polyphasic sleepers snooze in short spurts, aka
naps. My felines nap all the time. (They don’t call them
catnaps for nothing.) If 85 percent of the animal popu-
lation is doing something there has to be a good reason
for it. Napping is a way to avoid predators, get through
the day unscathed and stay alive. It’s pretty intelligent,
really. I always knew my cats were smarter than me. 
Animal kingdom aside, many important and influential

people throughout history were nappers. Winston
Churchill, John F. Kennedy, Napoleon, Einstein and
Thomas Edison all napped – but not together. There are
actual books written on the benefits of napping, but why
read about the subject when you can take a real nap
yourself? 

Scientific research shows numerous benefits to catch-
ing a few ZZZs in the afternoon. A NASA study found
that short naps improve performance and alertness.
According to the buzz at Buzzfeed, napping can height-
en creativity, promote relaxation, enhance memory,
brighten mood and lower blood pressure. 

We’ve all heard the expression, “You snooze you
lose.” With naps, this might just be the case. Studies
show that sleepy fellows reach for less high-fat, sugary
foods than those walking around with bags under their
eyes. That’s not all. I saved the best for last. Sleep dep-
rivation dampens sex drive. Napping reverses the
effect. This is exponentiated if you can get your signif-
icant other to nap with you.
I may sleep on Saturdays, but some are taking napping

to new levels – and days of the week. There’s a grow-
ing trend that encourages short naps at work. Employers
are recognizing the positive benefits of napping and

Prepare now for 
Old Man Winter

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

The Cass City High School FFA chapter would like your
assistance in reaching out to the community to help elim-
inate hunger and lend a hand to families that are strug-
gling as cold weather approaches.

There are roughly 9,500 people in Tuscola County who
don’t have adequate food and clothing, and local FFA
members are hoping to reduce that number by hosting a
non-perishable and canned food drive along with a gen-
tly-used clothing drive through Friday, Nov. 20.

Collection boxes will be located at the following area
businesses: Self-Serve Lumber and Home Center, Health
Care at Home, Cass City Hardware, Thumb National
Bank, Independent Bank, Chemical Bank, Kelly & Co.,
and Curtis Chrysler.
All donations will go to Revive Ministries in Cass City.
Community members who have donations but are unable

to bring them to town, or who have questions, are encour-
aged to contact FFA chapter President Jesse Nye at (989)
912-9792 or chapter Vice President Caitlin Hyatt at (989)
326-2517.

***********

A return visit to the University of Michigan football sta-
dium Saturday was my first in many years. While the
fabled “Big House” didn’t disappoint it was rather expen-
sive.

Parking close to the stadium cost $35 dollars, and two
Philly steak sandwiches and a bottle of water inside the
gates ran another $25 bucks. 

If I could have witnessed a Rutgers University upset –
priceless.

**********

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources marked
an attendance milestone for state parks this month by cel-
ebrating the 1 millionth camp night of the 2015 camping
season.

Cameron Wells of New Hudson, Michigan, made the 1
millionth camp night reservation at the Proud Lake
Recreation Area campground in Oakland County, where
he was camping with his mother, Linda Wells. DNR staff
members surprised Linda at the campsite with balloons,
noisemakers and a Pure Michigan prize package for the
Wellses, including five nights of camping at Proud Lake
and Pure Michigan merchandise.

**********

Here’s a shout to everyone planning to hit the woods
for Sunday’s firearm deer opener. Any successful hunter
wanting to share their story with Chronicle readers can
send me their photos, along with any pertinent informa-
tion, to: www.clarke@ccchronicle.net.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

Fall’s brilliant colors have all but disappeared, which can

only mean the imminent arrival of another Michigan win-

ter.

That’s why Michigan State Police, Emergency

Management and Homeland Security Division

(MSP/EMHSD) officials are encouraging all

Michiganders to make winter emergency preparedness a

priority.

“Some Michigan citizens have already experienced their

first snow of the season, reminding us that winter is com-

ing,” said Capt. Chris A. Kelenske, MSP/EMHSD com-

mander.  “If you haven’t done so already, don’t wait to take

a few extra steps to ensure you and your family are ready

for winter.”

Severe winter weather poses health and safety concerns

related to extremely cold temperatures, freezing pipes,

potential propane shortages and power outages.

Area residents are encouraged to take the following

actions to be prepared for the upcoming winter months:

*Weatherproof your home by installing weather-stripping

and caulking and insulating walls, doors and windows.

*Insulate any water lines that run along exterior walls so

pipes are less likely to freeze.

*Lock in a propane rate now and have a backup heating

plan, such as a generator, wood stove or fireplace.

*Have gas or oil furnaces inspected by a qualified pro-

fessional and change the air filter.

*Have your fireplace and chimney cleaned and inspect-

ed. Contact your local fire department for a referral or

look for a local inspector online.

*Install battery-operated carbon monoxide (CO) detec-

tors near every sleeping area. CO poisoning is most preva-

lent when furnaces are turned on to fight cold winter tem-

peratures, but commonly occurs after winter storms and

accompanying power outages, when people tend to rely on

portable generators for electricity.

*Clean gutters to prevent ice dams from forming. Roof ice

dams can cause water to build-up, leading to interior dam-

age.

*Clear storm drains along the curb to enable water to

drain. If plugged, water has the potential to go into low-

lying areas and flood basements.

*Have an emergency preparedness kit stored safely in

your house that includes: water, non-perishable food, a

first aid kit, extra batteries, a battery or hand-crank pow-

ered radio, emergency lighting or flashlights, extra blan-

kets and warm clothing.

*Have your vehicle’s radiator system serviced before

winter and make sure to replace windshield wipers and

wiper fluid with a wintertime mixture that will not freeze.

*Replace any worn tires and check air pressure regular-

ly.

*Have your brakes, brake fluid, oil, car battery, heater

and exhaust checked to make sure everything is running

efficiently.

*Keep an emergency preparedness kit in your vehicle

stocked with batteries, battery powered or hand-crank

radio, flashlight, windshield scraper, jumper cables,

mobile phone charger, shovel, blankets, first aid kit, non-

perishable food and bottled water in the event you get

stranded or stuck.

Monitor refugees?
Nothing but a joke
Editor,

I was watching C-SPAN when the FBI and Homeland
Security were testifying before Congress about the
200,000 Syrian refugees they want to bring in to the
United States.  Congress asked them how they planned
to identify the refugees, by which they answered, ‘using
every tool available’.

Isis told President Obama they will infiltrate the
United States by posing as refugees.  James Comey,
director of the FBI, said himself there is no guarantee
we can do a good job vetting all these refugees.  So why
are we going to let the refugees into the United States?

The FBI and Homeland Security said they were going
to monitor them.  What a big joke.  They couldn’t even
stop two Russians from blowing up the Boston
Marathon when the Russian intelligence warned the
United States about them.

It’s bad enough we have illegals coming into the
United States, lowering our wages and taking our jobs.
Now they want to bring people here that want to kill us.

James Comey told President Obama to put a tempo-
rary stop on giving green cards to 3,000 Muslims that
come into the United State yearly.  I advise everyone to
arm themselves so we have a chance to keep our heads
on our shoulders.  The FBI and Homeland Security
won’t protect us.

The president (and) Congress are all crazy if they let
these refugees into the United States.  One couldn’t find
another group, in the whole world, as dumb as what we
have in Washington today.
Of all the candidates running for president, who would

you want as a business partner?

Robert Peruski
Ubly
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Circuit court proceedings

Several recently appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Andrew W. Powell, 29, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
domestic violence, third offense,
June 14 in Kingston.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $8,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Nathan A. Perez, 33, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in the county
jail and 24 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to posses-
sion of a controlled substance, sec-
ond offense, Nov. 15 in Caro.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,258 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*KC Vaughan, 35, Gagetown,
received a six-month delayed sen-
tence following his pleas of no con-
test to possession of marijuana, sec-
ond offense, and operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
alcohol and/or drugs Oct. 10, 2014,
in Unionville.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,008.

*Lindsey M. Irish, 22, Bridgeport,
was sentenced to 180 days in jail fol-
lowing her pleas of guilty to attempt-
ed possession of a controlled sub-
stance and false report of a misde-
meanor July 8 in Vassar Township.
She was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).

In addition to jail time, she was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $900.

*Dennis L. Powell, 22, Mayville,
was sentenced to six to 20 years in
prison following his plea of guilty to
operating/maintaining a lab involv-
ing methamphetamine April 20 in
Dayton Township.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $258.

*Brian A. Collis, 27, Vassar, was
sentenced to 90 days in jail, with
work release and worksite privi-
leges, following his plea of no con-
test to operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, Nov. 16 in Tuscola
Township.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to complete
480 hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling $1,258.

*Gregory R. Coats, 53, Millington,
was sentenced to 150 days in jail,
with work release and worksite priv-
ileges, following his plea of guilty to
violating the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to notify
local law enforcement of a change in
address March 7 in Millington
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was

placed on 36 months probation and
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,258.

*Kevin L. Bossert, 39, Cass City,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail and
24 months probation following his
plea of guilty to possession of
cocaine, heroin or another narcotic
(less than 25 grams) Feb. 10 in
Ellington Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258.

*Troy D. LaPratt, 41, Unionville,
pleaded no contest to charges of car-
rying a weapon with unlawful intent,
domestic violence, and possession of
a firearm while under the influence
of alcohol and/or drugs Aug. 8 in
Columbia Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Donald P. Baldwin, 59, Barryton,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, Sept. 2
in Juniata Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$25,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.
*Christopher J. Allen, 40, Flint, was

sentenced to 365 days in jail and 60
months probation following his plea
of no contest to aggravated stalking
March 17-25, 2014, in Novesta
Township, and two counts of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer June 8 in Novesta Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,380 plus attorneys fees of
$1,000.

*Edward D. Carlisle Jr., 51,
Gladwin, was sentenced to 30
months to 20 years in prison follow-
ing his plea of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, June 28,
2014, in Juniata Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $758 plus restitution of $120 and
attorneys fees of $500.

*Michael G. Adney, 35, Romulus,
pleaded no contest to receiving and
concealing stolen property valued at
$1,000 to $20,000 Aug. 17-18, 2010,
in Vassar Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kathleen A. Fromme, 35,
Saginaw, pleaded guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor – with an occu-
pant under the age of 16 years, sec-

ond offense, Aug. 3 in Caro.  She
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony con-
victions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$8,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Robert A. Coverdill, 58, Deford,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail and
12 months probation following his
plea of guilty to a charge of attempt-
ed delivery/manufacture of a con-
trolled substance (Oxycodone) Jan.
27 in Kingston Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $858.

*Jeremy Huizar, 34, Fairgrove, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail and 60
months probation following his pleas
of no contest to possession of mari-
juana, attempted child abuse, and
surveilling an unclothed person June
1 through Aug. 24, 2014, in
Fairgrove.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $916 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Brent S. Emmons, 43, Vassar
Township, was sentenced to 365
days in jail and 60 months probation
following his pleas of no contest to
two counts of attempted criminal
sexual conduct, second degree, and
one count of capturing/distributing
an image of an unclothed person
between May 1, 2014, and March 16,
2015, in Vassar Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,394 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Inmate Thomas J. Howard, 25,
was sentenced to 14 months to five
years in prison following his plea of
guilty to prison escape Oct. 1, 2012,
in Indianfields Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $258 plus attorneys fees of $500.
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Single vehicle crash fatal in Sanilac
By Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
reported a one-vehicle crash late
Thursday night in Worth Township
claimed the life of 77-year-old
Gerald Nichiow of Croswell.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene – Wildcat Road near Sheridan
Line Road – at about 11:20 p.m.,
according to reports.

“The first responding units found a
vehicle that had overturned (in a
field) and struck a tree,” said Sgt.
Ron DuBois.  “Croswell Fire-Rescue
extricated the driver and sole occu-
pant of the vehicle and he was trans-
ported to Port Huron McLaren.”

The Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department Accident Investigation
Team was called in to investigate the
crash.

“The initial investigation indicates

the 2003 Oldsmobile Silhouette driv-
en by (Nichiow) was southbound on
Wildcat Road,” DuBois said.  “The
operator lost control of the vehicle
and it went onto the shoulder, then
back onto the road and then off the
roadway where it rolled multiple
times before striking a tree and com-
ing to rest on the roof.”

The accident remains under investi-
gation.

Police probe animal neglect in Greenleaf Twp. 
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department is continuing its investi-
gation into reported animal neglect
in the 2000 block of Huron Line
Road in Greenleaf Township.
According to Detective Nate Smith,

the probe started early last week
when detectives from the sheriff’s

department met with concerned citi-
zens about possible animal neglect
allegedly taking place at a residence
in the township.

“Personnel from the sheriff’s office
along with Sanilac-Tuscola County
Animal Control, acting on informa-
tion and professional veterinary
evaluation, executed a search war-
rant at the address Thursday,” Smith
said.  “Investigators and animal con-

trol officers, during the search…took
into custody six adult female dogs
and 28 puppies.  The dogs were
removed from the home and are
being held at the Sanilac County
Humane Society.”

The case remains under investiga-
tion and warrant requests are being
forwarded to the Sanilac County
Prosecutor’s Office, the detective
added.

Huron County man faces heroin charges
A Huron County man is behind bars

after sheriff’s deputies arrested him
on alleged heroin trafficking
charges.

The arrest came Thursday night
during a traffic stop on M-142 in
Huron County’s Oliver Township,
according to Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson, who reported offi-
cers stopped a vehicle driven by the

suspect – Lowell Sanford Brown III,
25, of Bay Port – at about 9:30 p.m.
“(Brown) was taken into custody on

felony sale of heroin charges and
lodged in our jail,” said Hanson, who
noted deputies seized a quantity of
heroin along with nearly $200 in
cash and the suspect’s 2011
Chevrolet car.

Brown was formally charged Friday

afternoon in Huron County District
Court.

“As of press time, he remains
lodged in our jail with a $50,000
cash bond. Other charges, such as
misdemeanor operating under influ-
ence of drugs, (are) pending,”
Hanson said.  “Assistance in this
incident was received from the
Elkton Village Police and the
Caseville City Police.”

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010



I suppose like many smokers, I sort of dread all of the hoopla sur-
rounding National Quit Smoking Day – set for Thursday, Nov. 19,
this year.

I’ve tried to give up cigarettes via cold turkey, the patch and the
gum.  I’ve even given hypnosis and acupuncture a go.  So far, noth-
ing has stuck.

Yeah, I’ve heard my share of stories from guys who talk about put-
ting an end to this nasty and dangerous habit by simply making the
decision to quit, then crumpling up their last pack, tossing it into the
trash and going on with their lives.

I hate those guys.
Unfortunately, those quitters are in a small minority, otherwise there

probably wouldn’t be a need for a National Quit Smoking Day, right?
Still, there’s hope for the rest of us, according to mental health

expert and addiction specialist Dr. Gregory L. Jantz, who sees
patients battling all types of addictions at his Center for Counseling
and Health near Seattle.

Even after people conquer some of their most debilitating problems
– alcohol and/or drugs, for example — a persistent habit tends to
linger, Jantz said in a recent article on the subject.

“When people have multiple addictions, smoking is usually the last
to go,” he added.  “It’s as if they are saying, ‘Don’t take everything
from me.’ Generally, given the opportunity, people do want to quit
smoking. But they don’t believe they can or don’t know how.”

Okay, well, I’m with you so far, doc.
About 46 million Americans smoke, but most wish they didn’t,

according to the Centers for Disease Control. A 2010 survey showed
that 70 percent of smokers in the U.S. would like to quit, and in 2012
more than 40 percent actively tried to stop in hopes of reaping the
rewards, which include lowering their risk for various cancers and
reduce their chances of suffering from heart disease, stroke, emphy-
sema, and other serious diseases.

Jantz says figuring out a strategy for quitting involves recognizing
the depths of the smoking addiction, things such as smoking meeting
emotional needs as well as physical needs.  “It meets a huge need for
comfort,” he says.  “So smokers need to ask themselves, ‘How do I
bring comfort into my life without smoking?’”
Also, smoking is relational. Smokers get together with other people

to smoke, which fuels the habit.  “Once you become an ex-smoker,
you are no longer part of that group,” Jantz says.  “And that’s not
fun.”
And, going cold turkey doesn’t work for most people – not surpris-

ing, given that nicotine is the most addictive drug known to man.
Even all those health warnings on cigarette packages and images in
the media portraying the devastating results of smoking don’t have
the impact you might imagine, he says.  “This is so addictive and so
powerful that people can see these pictures and continue to do it,”
Jantz says.
The American Cancer Society reports that only four to seven percent

of smokers are able to stop on their own without using smoke-cessa-
tion products, yet almost all of these products use nicotine reduction
therapy (NRT), which require smokers to quit cold turkey.

Jantz says one of the newer products he’s tried with some of his
patients — NicoBloc – has shown promise, in part because it helps
smokers to quit the habit gradually - no cold turkey.

“Obviously, people can and do stop,” Jantz says.  “Sometimes they
just need the right method and approach that can free them from both
the physical and emotional aspects of their addiction.”

Words of wisdom as National Quit Smoking Day approaches, but I
suspect there’s an even more important message in observances like
this: you have a much better chance of finding that “right method and
approach” if you refuse to quit quitting.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Good intentions
go up in smoke
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2010)
Doug McArthur is an insurance

agent’s dream. United Parcel
Service (UPS) officials think pretty
highly of the Cass City native, too.
After all, McArthur has managed to
steer clear of traffic accidents in
more than 2 decades of employ-
ment with the company. John
Bunnell, supervisor of the Cass
City UPS center, describes
McArthur as one of the most pro-
fessional, methodical drivers he’s
ever seen.
An Owen-Gage High School grad-

uate recently took first place in the
Ophthalmic Photographer’s
Society Annual Photo Contest in
Chicago. Dena McDonald Harris,
formerly of Owendale, won first
place in the Fundus Photography
Print Division. Harris has been
working in the retina field for near-
ly 20 years. This is the second time
she has won the award. “She stud-
ied at Henry Ford Hospital. After
working 8 hours at developing
film, she was interviewed for job
training in return for her skill at
developing the daily eye photos at
the hospital,” said Harris’ mother,
Jeannette McDonald of Owendale.
“Her reward was becoming a CRA
(certified retinal angiographer).
Every 2 years she needs to renew
her certification, (so) she has trav-
eled extensively to attend the annu-
al ophthalmic society meetings.
She has been to Las Vegas, San
Francisco, Chicago, Dallas, etc.”
Harris’ education has included
attending Delta College and a spe-
cial 2-year course in photography
at Lansing Community College,
graduating in 1988. She developed
her printing and developing skills
at Grossman & Knowling in
Detroit before completing her train-
ing as a CRA. Harris is currently
employed at the Retina Eye
Institute, Southfield. She and her
husband, David Harris, reside in
Ann Arbor.

Dave Burnette of Cass City was
the first hunter to stop at the
Chronicle and report a successful
hunt during Monday’s regular
firearm deer season opener.
Burnette shot a nice 8-point buck at
about 7:30 a.m. while hunting west
of Cass City. The deer’s rack boast-
ed a 17 1/2-inch inside spread. 

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Mr. and Mrs. Craig Schuette of

Midland announce the birth of their
daughter, Kaylee Elise. Kaylee was
born Sept. 20, 2005. She weighed 9
pounds, 5 ounces and was 21 inch-
es long. Grandparents are Clare and
Donna Schuette of Cass City, and
Howard and Judi Festerling of
Toledo, Ohio. Kaylee was baptized
Oct. 30 at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, Midland. Godparents are
Grant and Kelly Lehr of East
Tawas. 

Like many others, Margie Gerow
has struggled with a past haunted
by memories of abuse, a feeling of
not being accepted by others, and a
resulting drive to be without flaw.
But the Snover woman has found a
unique way to cope and at the same
time hopes to help others struggling
with their own pasts. Gerow recent-
ly published the first in a series of
books entitled “Margie Gerow’s
School of Hard Knocks”. The first
installment totals 430 pages and
was published by the Bloomington,
Ind. based Author House. “It start-
ed out as an adult book, but this is
fantastic for children because it
takes them to the point where they
can ask and not just be told,” said
Gerow, who added her goal is to
share her own message of hope.
“You can live your life over again
and gain closure over your unre-
solved issues, and it will be not
only good for you, but good for
others, too,” she said. 

Winners of Cass City’s
“Scarecrow Daze” window deco-
rating contest were Libby Goodson
and Dan Nixon of Cass City
Antique Mall. Other scarecrow-
decorating winners of the town-
wide event included Morgan Erla,
scariest, Richard Little, funniest
and Dean Hoag, most unique. 

25 YEARS AGO (1990)
William S. VanAllen has been pro-

moted to the rank of chief petty
officer in the U.S. Navy. A 1974
Cass City High School graduate, he
is the son of Douglas and Hilda
VanAllen of Cass City. VanAllen
currently is stationed at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes,
Ill. He is due to transfer to Little
Creek, Va., in May. 

Cass City Boy Scouts and adult
volunteers collected over 1,000
food items Saturday for distribution
to the needy at Christmas. The

scouts picked up the items from
homes of area donors and packed
them into bags. Among the scouts
on the job Saturday were Jared
Roth, Kurt and Scott Iwankovitsch. 

Clogging up a storm - that’s what
about a dozen area residents are
learning to do in a Cass City
Community Education clogging
class offered for the first time in the
upper Thumb. Clogging teacher
Dan Hoard offers instruction to a
smiling Marla Dickinson, who,
along with his other students, says
clogging is good exercise and a lot
of fun. 

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  
Sharon Ross has graduated from

Ferris State College with a B.S.
degree in marketing and retailing.
She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Bernard Ross a 1976 graduate of
Cass City High School. Miss Ross
is now employed as assistant man-
ager at the Just Pants store in the
Twelve Oaks Mall in Novi She is
residing in Novi. 

Mr. and Mrs. Theron Esckilsen
and son Steve had as Sunday
guests, Mr. and Mrs. Kim Hopper
and Emily of Caro. Mrs. Karen
Egerer and Elizabeth of Bad Axe
and Mrs. Hazel Rusch. The family
celebrated Emily’s first birthday.
Relatives celebrated the first birth-
day of Emily Hopper of Caro at a
dinner Monday afternoon at the
home of Mrs. Theron Hopper and
daughter Kerri in Deford. Guests
were Mr. and Mrs. Kim Hopper and
Emily of Caro, Mr. and Mrs. Gene
Hopper and Mrs. Eva Bair of Cass
City and Shannon Sapien.

Army Pvt. E-2 Shelly Lee
Hammond has arrived in Germany,
where she has been assigned as an
administrative specialist with the
32nd Signal Battalion in Frankfurt.
She is the daughter of Brenda Sue
Phillips of Kelly Road, Cass City,
and Robert Lee Hammond of
Richmond and a 1979 graduate of
Cass City High School. She entered
the Army in March of this year and
was stationed at Fort Gordon, Ga.,
before being assigned to Germany.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Village workmen Ed Anthes and

Joe Gruber work to plant 55 new
trees in the Orr East addition to the
village park. The trees will line a
road leading to the new swimming
pool. Council authorized purchas-
ing the trees at its September meet-
ing at a cost of $2,000. 

A capacity crowd filled the
Novesta Church of Christ Sunday
for the annual homecoming servic-
es which marked the 104th anniver-
sary of the founding of the church.
Former parishioners came from
Port Huron, Saginaw, Highland,
Marlette, Pontiac and Kingston to
attend the services. A potluck din-
ner was enjoyed following the
morning worship service. Guest
speaker for the services was Gary
Hawes of East Lansing, supervisor
of “His House”. Special music was
provided by a sextet of young peo-
ple with guitar accompaniment. 

Judy Esckilsen, Cass City, was
one of two students selected by the
Delta College Student Nurses’
Association to attend a two-day
workshop Nov. 7 and 8 in Chicago,
Ill. The seminar, titled “Project
Tomorrow”, featured sessions on
minority recruitment and retention,
and self-assessment and career
choice. The conference was spon-
sored by the National Student
Nurses’ Association. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jim LeCureux, Mr.
and Mrs. Cliff Robinson and
Becky, Albert Depcinski and Jim
and Judy Tyrrell were among a
group of 33 Ubly FFA students, and
10 chaperones who left Sunday
morning for Kansas City, Mo.,
where they will attend the National
FFA convention. 

Randy L. LaPeer, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Lynwood LaPeer of Cass City,
has been selected for recognition in
the ninth annual Who’s Who
among American High School
Students, 1974-75. He is a 1975
graduate of Cass City High School.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)
Pepsi Cola will move its ware-

housing operation from the former
H. 0. Paul building in Cass City to
Saginaw, it was announced this
week by company authorities.
Pepsi moved into Cass City less
than a year ago to attempt to serv-
ice the Thumb from Cass City.
However, company officials decid-
ed it was more economical to serv-
ice the area from Saginaw than to
try to maintain a separate service
outlet here.

You have just completed 21
months working for $75 a month in
the small Peruvian town of

Huallanca at the end of the rail line
some 80 miles from the coast and
the center of civilization. As a
Peace Corps volunteer you’ve more
than lived up to your obligation to
your country and as a civil engi-
neer, you have jobs galore waiting
for you so that you can pick and
choose so what do you do? If you
are like Bob Freeman, you look for
a way to go back and keep on serv-
ing.  “I feel that there are many
business opportunities in Peru and
that there is a great need in the
country for people with my type
training, he explained.” “I can be of
service in Peru”, he said.

Mrs. Elizabeth Pinney spent sev-
eral days last week in Saginaw with
her daughter and son-in-law, Mr.
and Mrs. John Murphy. While Mrs.
Pinney was in Saginaw, Elsie
Denocouer visited her sister in,
Detroit

Mrs. Walter Finkbeiner and her
sister, Mrs. Irene O’Dell, and three
children of Dearborn Hts. were
callers Sunday afternoon at the
Larry Finkbeiner home near Deford
to see the new Finkbeiner baby.
Mrs. Larry Finkbeiner and baby
girl, born Nov. 1, went to their
home Thursday from Cass City
Hospital.

Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stine, Mrs.
Harry Stine and son Dennis and Mr.
and Mrs. Garrison Stine and family
were among 65 relatives and
friends who attended a housewarm-
ing at Fenton Sunday for Mr. and
Mrs. Lyle Wheeler, who recently
moved to Fenton from Wayne. Mrs.
Wheeler is the granddaughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stine.

Mr. and Mrs. Millard Ball and
Marsha were among the guests
Saturday afternoon at the wedding
ceremony of their nephew, Ronald
Rockwell, and Sharon Hoppe in St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church in Caro.
The new Mrs. Rockwell is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Hoppe
of Decker. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Morris Rockwell of Snover. A
reception was held at the Dom
Polski Hall, Caro, in the evening.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)
Harry T. Crandell, Jr., of

Silverwood, Tuscola County, will
be among the many Michigan
exhibitors at the 1940 International
Live Stock Exposition, to be held at
the Chicago Stock Yards November
30 to December 7. This well-
known Michigan sheep breeder
will exhibit 39 animals, represent-
ing three different breeds, Oxfords,
Lincolns and Cotswolds, at this
largest annual five stock show,
where he has won numerous top
ribbons in past years.

The first questionnaires for those
registered under the military selec-
tive service in Tuscola County were
sent to 50 men by the county draft
board Tuesday and Wednesday
with instructions that they must be
filled out and returned within five
days. From this number, a quota of
four men for the county is to be
selected who are to report in
Saginaw for duty on November 27.
Four registrants in the county have
volunteered their services, among
them being Albert LeRoy
Medendorp of Unionville whose
number is 158, the first on the list
in the national drawing. If all four
volunteers answer all physical and
other requirements, there will be no
need of calling others to fill the
county’s first quota.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)
That Detroit will be connected

with the Thumb district of
Michigan before April of next year,
by a direct rail route, was practical-
ly assured Sunday by P. N.
Jacobson, promoter for the Thumb
railway lines, and other men who
are interested in the proposed road
which is to connect Harbor Beach
and Detroit. On September 21, the
first work on the road was started
when Mayor Marx and other city
officials and the promoters of the
line went to Armada, where the first
sod was turned by the mayor: Since
this time construction gangs have
been working constantly and the
grade has been established as far as
nine miles west of Armada. The
grade between Armada and Detroit,
it is expected, will be finished dur-
ing the winter and the ties and rails
laid so that the cars can be in actu-
al operation by April 1, 1916.

Mr. and Mrs. N. A. Summers cel-
ebrated their forty-eighth wedding
anniversary on Tuesday evening.
Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Bingham and
children of Gagetown, Mrs. H. A.
Dompier, Mr. and Mrs. A.E.
Summers, Mr. and Mrs. B.F. Moon
and Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hall were
the guests and a most bountiful
supper was served.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHER John Cook

of Vassar will be the featured artist during the

Artistic Endeavors Art Gallery’s next Second

Friday event, which will get underway Friday with

an opening reception starting at 6 p.m.  Cook’s

“From Michigan Kenya, Africa” exhibit will be on

display at the Cass City gallery through the end of

the month.

During latest Second Friday event

Cass City Gallery to host Cook
Artistic Endeavors Art Gallery in

Cass City will feature John Cook, a
photographer from Vassar, during its
next Second Friday event, slated for
Friday, Nov. 13.
An opening reception is planned for

6 to 8 p.m., and Cook’s work will be
on display through the end of the
month.  The local gallery is open on
Fridays from noon to 5 p.m. and
Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m., with

additional hours by appointment.
Cook will be displaying his “From

Michigan to Kenya, Africa” exhibit
featuring a number of photographs
that include images shot during a
recent trip to Kenya.
Cook is a former forensic photogra-

pher, having worked at the
Indianapolis Crime Laboratory.  He
also taught solders forensics tech-
niques at bases around the United

States, and has photographed at
forensic facilities in both Iraq and
Afghanistan.  He currently is a free-
lance photographer and has his own
Vassar-based business, John Cook
Photography and Video Production.

More information about the upcom-
ing exhibit and Artistic Endeavors is
available by contacting Marilyn
Biefer at (989) 872-2224.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

STATE SENATOR Mike Green (R-Mayville)

recently welcomed Cass City area native the Rev.

Jeff Bader to the Michigan Capitol.  Bader, who

serves as pastor of the Cass River Bible Church in

Mayville, delivered the invocation before a Senate

session.

the past five years, Canfield said.
“We already put $1.2 billion into our
roads,” he added. “Now that same
figure is going to be an annual
investment.”

Under the plan, Michigan motorists
will pay roughly $20 more in vehicle
registration fees.  Fuel taxes, mean-
while, which are currently 19 cents a
gallon for regular and 15 cents for
diesel, would be equalized at 19
cents a gallon for both and increase
by 7.3 cents a gallon starting in
2017.  After that, the tax would
increase by five percent annually or
the rate of inflation, whichever is
less.

Continued from page one.

Legislature agrees on road plan for state
Both the House and Senate narrow-

ly passed the legislation, with the
package approved 20-18 in the
Senate and 55-52 in the House on the
fuel tax hike.  The House barely
approved the increase in vehicle reg-
istration fees – 54-53.

Gov. Rick Snyder has indicated he
will sign the legislation.

Snyder said the package represents
“a fiscally responsible, comprehen-
sive transportation plan that provides
a long-term solution with new rev-
enue that also provides long-term tax
relief. This is the largest investment
in Michigan roads and bridges in
more than half a century, making
them safer for Michiganders long
into the future,” he said.

“I commend my partners in the
Legislature for their resolve and their
willingness to compromise. These
are difficult decisions. If left unad-
dressed, our infrastructure problems
would have grown more expensive
to fix, there would have been greater

damage to our vehicles and, more
importantly, more drivers left to face
unsafe conditions.

“The plan…includes new revenue
generated by people and businesses
using the roads — including non-res-
idents,” Snyder added.  “It helps
with public transportation that is
vital for many to get to work and
school. And it’s good for our econo-
my, strengthening the network of
local, state and federal roads that is
vital for all of our job-creators. It
also allows us to continue investing
in our core priorities that help
Michiganders and fuel our state’s
comeback.

“This plan also shows people
around the country and around the
world that Michiganders face our
toughest problems and solve them.
Preserving our roads and bridges has
been a priority, and is another impor-
tant step we’ve taken to make our
state a better place to live and work,”
Snyder said.
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 Alice Cybulski

Alice Marie Cybulski, 95, of Cass City, died Tuesday, November 3, 2015 in Tuscola County Medical Care Facility,
Caro.  

She was born October 21, 1920, in the farm home of Jay and Mae Belle (Rondo) Hartley, west of Cass City.  
Alice married Stephen Cybulski April 6, 1940 in Cass City.  He died August 18, 1997.
Alice lived on a farm most of her life, with the exception of the years 1940 through 1946, when she and Stephen

lived in Detroit.  She worked for eight years at Walbro Corporation in Cass City.  Alice loved being with her fami-
ly and friends.  She truly enjoyed farming and working the fields.  Alice had a fondness for playing euchre, pinochle
and canasta.

Alice is survived by her sons:  James T. (Delores) Cybulski of Caro and Ronald B. (Bonnie) Cybulski of Caro;
brother, John Hartley of Lapeer; sister, Luella Lyle of Boca Raton, FL; nine grandchildren; thirteen great-grandchil-
dren; eight great great-grandchildren and many nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her husband Stephen; one son Thomas J.; three sisters: infant Ella Marie Hartley,
Clara Cybulski, Mildred Parker; sisters-in-law: Mary Hartley, Marjorie Hartley; brothers-in-law: John Lyle, Earl
Parker; grandson Donald Lajoie; one great-grandson Aaron Thomas. 

A funeral service was held Friday, November 6 in Colwood United Brethren in Christ Church with the Rev. Dr.
Jason Garwood officiating. 

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.    
Pallbearers for Mrs. Cybulski were Bradley Theard, Nathan Perry, Larry Hartley, Melvin McFarland, John

Cybulski and Randy Parker.
Memorials may be made to Colwood United Brethren in Christ Church, Building Fund. Family and friends may

share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City.

Wayne Karavas

Wayne Edward Karavas, 59, of Cass City, died unexpectedly Wednesday, August 9, 2015 in his home.  
He was born June 17, 1956 in Dearborn, the fourth of six children born to John and Wanda (Zebrowski) Karavas. 
Wayne apprenticed at Greenfield Village as a painter after high school.  He later began his own business, WK Paint

Service and then WK Home Restoration.  Wayne enjoyed working on cars, deer hunting and playing ping pong.  He
was a WNEM TV5 weather spotter and storm chaser.  Most recently Wayne was excited about being a Grandpa for
the first time.  

Wayne is survived by his children:  Erika Karavas of Ferndale, Brittany (Doug) Austin of Grand Rapids and
Nicholas Karavas of Caro; grandson, Everett; brothers:  John (Phyllis) Karavas of New Haven, CN, Ron (Nan)
Karavas of Ellsworth; Craig (Angie) Karavas of Trenton; sisters:  Michelle Karavas Babinski of York, SC, Carole
Karvis of Williams, OR; and many nieces and nephews.  Wayne will also be missed by his best friend, Kent Ehrle
of Allen Park. 
A memorial service was held Saturday, September 10 at Ford Field Park in Dearborn.  Memorials may be made to

American Diabetes Association.  Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City. 

Richard Walsh, 91, died October 12, 2015 with his loving wife Esther, of 68 years,
by his side.

A memorial service was held Saturday, October 17 at Saint Agatha Cemetery,
Gagetown.

He was born August 5, 1924 in Gagetown to Martin and Mary Walsh. 
He joined the Marines, where he served as a Marine Corporal. After serving his

country he married his sweetheart and moved to the city. He started his family
and a business, Walsh’s Service, which is still serving the community.
He is survived by his wife, his six children, fifteen grandchildren and twenty-one

great grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his two brothers, Vincent and Gerald and his loving

sister Madeline.

Phyllis Mark-Wheeler

Phyllis (Wanner) Mark-Wheeler, 86, of Cass City, passed away Sunday, November 8, 2015 at United Hospice
Marlette Residence Center. 

She was born July 13, 1929 in Port Huron, to Erwin and Florence (Parker) Wanner. 
Phyllis married James Mark June 18, 1949 at her parents’ home in Bay City. Jim passed away in September 1981.

Phyllis married Frank “Spike” Wheeler in 1986. Frank died in 1996.
Phyllis attended Cass City Schools and graduated in 1947. She graduated from Bay City Business School and was

employed as a secretary in Bay City. After her children were in elementary school, Phyllis was employed by General
Cable where she worked for nearly 25 years. 
She enjoyed knitting, cooking, vegetable gardening with Jim, and served as a Boy Scout den mother and as a com-

munion steward at Evangelical United Brethren Church in Cass City. Phyllis and Spike enjoyed spending summers
at their mobile home in Caseville County Park for several years. She more recently enjoyed collecting cobalt glass-
ware, listening to country music and audio books, feeding hummingbirds, and planting and caring for her hanging
baskets of flowers. 

Phyllis is survived by her children, Kathy (Phil) Nichols of Decker and Joe (Libby) Mark of Florida; grandchil-
dren, Eve (Rob) Turzillo, Elise Nichols, Justin (Heather) Mark, Carrie (Andy) Skinner, James (Miriam) Mark, Sarah
and Zack Mark; great-grandchildren, Marisa, Henry, Clara, Grace, Gus and Kevin. Step-children, Michael Wheeler,
Randy (Mary) Wheeler and Brad Wheeler; several step-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Bonnie (Mark) Dill; and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

She was predeceased by her son, Greg Mark, her parents, Erwin and Florence Wanner, and her sister, Mary Lou
Sprague. 

Visitation will be Thursday, November 12 from 11 until 11:30 a.m. at Cass City United Methodist Church, 5100
Cemetery Rd., with the funeral service at 11:30 a.m., Pastor Jackie Roe officiating. Luncheon following service at
United Methodist Church with Interment at 1:30 p.m. in Elkland Township Cemetery, Cass City.  

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Cass City United Methodist Church or the charity of your choice. 
Family and friends may share memories and prayers at www.thabetfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home, Cass City.

Elaine Proctor

Elaine Jean Proctor, 79, of Cass City, died Saturday, November 7, 2015 in Cartwright Hospice Care Center,
Saginaw, from complications due to Parkinson’s Disease.  

She was born May 8, 1936 in Detroit to Frederick Alker and Elizabeth Lamont (Sharp)
Burgess.  Elizabeth passed away shortly after Elaine’s birth.  Frederick later married
Martha (Luttinen) and the couple had one daughter, Elaine’s sister Carole.   

She married Thomas Wright Proctor January 31, 1959 in North Congregational
Church in Detroit.  He died October 18, 2013.
Elaine graduated from Walled Lake High School in 1954 and later attended Ferris

State College, studying accounting and graduating in 1958.  She was hired as the
first female accountant at Dow.  Tom and Elaine owned Old Wood Drug in Cass
City for 33 years, she worked as the accountant for their business.  Elaine was a
member of the AAUW and a longtime member of Cass City United Methodist
Church, where she volunteered many hours of service.  Elaine and Tom hosted 11
foreign exchange students while he was a member of the Cass City Rotary Club.
She enjoyed attending the theatre with family and friends, playing golf, and was a
faithful Detroit Tigers fan.  Elaine was a former Cub Scout Den Mother, Girl Scout
leader, and softball coach.  

Elaine is survived by her children:  Kurt (Sally) Proctor of Fairfax Station, VA, Kris
(Nicholas) Lukacs of Brighton; grandchildren:  Beau Proctor, Andrea Proctor, Jack Proctor, Carly Lukacs, Derek
Lukacs; sister, Carole (Ken) Johnson of Chesterfield Twp.; and several nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her parents:  Elizabeth Burgess, Frederick and Martha Burgess.
Visitation will be held from 11 to 12 p.m. Saturday, November 21 in Cass City United Methodist Church. The

funeral service will be held at 12:00 p.m. Saturday, November 21 in Cass City United Methodist Church with the
Rev. Jackie Roe officiating.  

Memorials may be made to Cass City United Methodist Church or Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s
Research.  

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City.

Regino Lopez

Regino F. Lopez, 76, died unexpectedly on October 8, 2015 in Long Beach, Calif.  
He was born Nov. 21, 1938 in Gagetown, to the late Regino and Domitila Benitez

Lopez.
Regino graduated from Cass City High School in 1956. After graduation he was

stationed at Nellis AFB, Nev. After leaving the A.F. he settled in Long Beach, where
he worked as an Independent Airplane Mechanic for 50 years. In September of this
year he received the prestigious Charles Taylor Master Mechanic Award, of which
he was very proud. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother Pablo R.; and his best friend
Sylvia.

He is survived by his siblings, Margarita Roberts of St. Clair Shores, Ben Lopez
of Louisville, KY, Alex (Anita) Lopez of Lapeer, Pat (Bob) Chisholm of Caro and
Joan Lopez of Gagetown; and many nephews and nieces. 

Entombment is at Forest Lawn Memorial Park, Long Beach, Calif. 
There will be a memorial mass for family and friends on Nov. 21 at 11 a.m. at St. Agatha

Church in Gagetown. 

Richard Walsh
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Hills & Dales General Hospital  
THANKS 

Our Employees & 
 Every Veteran 

for serving our country.  
 

 
Above:  
Tony Malone, Radiology 
Dr. Donald H. Robbins, Jr. 
Terry Rodriguez, Bio-Med 

Above:  
Mike Ross, Surgery Tech 

Dr. Nancy Wade 
Randy Wright, Maintenance  
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4-H YOUTH RECENTLY honored during the Huron County 4-H Fall Family

Social included (front row, from left) Guy Knoblock, Ellexia Puvalowski, Dori

Battel, Ashley Kuhl, Leah Schumacher, Madalyn Tenbusch, Kameron Schlund (cen-

ter row) Raylee Jeffers, Ashley Jo Osentoski, Pearl Daskam, Lauren Aymen, Rachel

Balcer, Catrina Jordan, Jake Aymen, (back row) Hannah Hales, Anna Messing,

Morgan Gust, Addy Battel, Macy Knoblock, Brianna Hunsanger, Brooke Depcinski

and Abby Hales.

More than 70 4-H adult and teen leaders, youth members, their families and
friends of 4-H recently gathered for the Huron County 4-H Fall Family
Social at The Pasta House in Kinde.
Huron County 4-H members were recognized for their outstanding work in

project areas, competitive activities, and leadership roles in the Huron
County 4-H Youth Program.  Adult 4-H leaders also received recognition for
their countless hours of dedication and work volunteering for the develop-
ment of youth.

The program began with a welcome from 4-H Council President Patty
Tinsey-Iseler, and the invocation was given by 4-H Junior Ambassadors
Addy Battel and Ashley Kuhl.  A pasta and salad bar dinner with refresh-
ments was enjoyed by all who attend this great event.

4-H teen leaders, Jacob and Lauren Aymen, Brianna Hunsanger, Raylee
Jeffers and Macy Knoblock gave a presentation highlighting their experi-
ences through 4-H programs such as 4-H Exploration Days at MSU, Junior
Livestock Association (JLA), Small Livestock Association (SLA) and fair,
as well as 4-H Camp.

During the individual recognition portion of the afternoon’s program,
acknowledgement was given to the 2015-16 Huron County 4-H Senior
Ambassadors Lauren Aymen, Brianna Hunsanger and Raylee Jeffers; 4-H
Junior Ambassadors Addy Battel and Ashley Kuhl; and 4-H Cloverbud
Ambassadors Dori Battel, Annie Bowman, Cameron Finkle, Allie Guza,
Beckett and Waverly Hagen, Nicole Klee, Natalie Phillips, Ellexia
Puvalowski and Madalyn Tenbusch.

The Independent Bank 4-H Clothing Awards were presented to Rachel
Balcer, Addy Battel and Dori Battel. The Hessling Construction, LLC,
woodworking awards were presented to Krista Geiger, Kameron Schlund
and Devin Little.  The HarJo’s Ben Franklin 4-H Arts and Crafts Award went
to Jacob Aymen.  The Jean Ferriby 4-H Ceramic Award was presented to
Anna Messing; and the Linda Schumacher 4-H Scrapbooking Award went to
Erin McCarty.

Receiving recognition for the Moments Captured 4-H Photography Awards
were Hannah Hales and Ashley Jo Osentoski; Portrait Expressions 4-H
Photography Award went to Olivia Volmering; TSS Photography 4-H
Awards were presented to Morgan Gust and Ashley Jo Osentoski.  John Lutz
was awarded the Michigan Sugar Beet 4-H Award. Anthony Wisneski was
awarded the Huron County Corn Growers Association 4-H Corn Award.
The Mike and Kathy Clark 4-H Recycling Award was presented to Abby
Hales.

The Huron County Dairy Diplomats 4-H Awards were presented to
Elizabeth Booms and Hannah Booms. The Huron County Bean Queen’s
Favorite Dish Awards were also given to Elizabeth Boom for first place and
Hannah Booms for second place. The Huron County Master Gardeners
Association 4-H Gardening Awards went to Jacob Aymen, William Graf,
Andrea Grifka and Jason Osantowski. The Thumb Anesthesia 4-H Fine &
Cultural Arts Award was presented to Hannah Hales; and the Thumb
Anesthesia 4-H Yarn & Thread Award went to Andrea Grifka.

Winners of individual county project medals, based primarily on achieve-
ments in the past year were presented to the following: All Achievement –
Jacob Aymen and Brianna Hunsanger; Beef – Brianna Hunsanger;
Citizenship – Brianna Hunsanger and Macy Knoblock; Ceramics – Morgan
Gust; Clothing & Textiles (Sewing for Fun) – Addy Battel and Brianna
Hunsanger; Dairy – Addy Battel; Gardening and Horticulture – Pearl
Daskam; Photography – Morgan Gust; Leadership – Lauren Aymen, Brianna
Hunsanger and Macy Knoblock; Visual Arts – Lauren Aymen and Macy
Knoblock.   Certificates were awarded to the following youth for their Best
Report:  Best Report 12 Year Olds – Addy Battel and Pearl Daskam; Best
Report First Year 13 and Older – Brianna Hunsanger and Macy Knoblock.

Recognition and certificates were given to 2015 4-H Council Scholarship
recipients Taylor Hanson, Joseph Lipskey, Lauren Maurer and Emma Maust;
as well as the 2015 James Yackle Memorial 4-H Scholarship recipient,
Emma Kauffold.

Recognition and certificates were also handed out to the 2015 4-H Proud
Equestrian Program participants – Steven Christner, Brooke Depcinski,
Heather Fisher, Nicole Francis, Catrina Jordan, Breanna Long, Amy Marker,
Courtney Melnik, Lucas Pike, Isabelle Rutkowski, Ashley Samuelson,
Leach Schwartz, Blake Slater, Faith and Lea VanTifflin, Travis Volk and
Kaylee Zack.

The 2015 State 4-H Horse Show participants were also recognized and
received certificates – Brittany Bucholtz, Kelsie Gross, Morgan Gust, Trisha
Kuhl, Casey and Marissa Marz, and Emma Melnik.

4-H leaders received recognition and appreciation for years of outstanding
service to the Huron County 4-H Youth Program were:  fifth year leaders
Kelly Camp, Claudia Edwards, Darcie Humphrey-Phillips, Earl Klee,
Melissa Krohn, Tomas Kuhl, Patricia Maurer, Sharon Murray and Patty
Tinsey-Iseler; tenth year leaders Bonnie and Dan Bates, Lenai Gehring,
Krista Kuhl, Kevin Smalley and Amanda Warchuck; 15th year leaders
Kimberly Baranski, Barbara Maurer, Diane Maurer and Leonard Souva;
30th year leaders Karen Clark, Mary Jurges, and Jim and Sheila Leitch; and
45th year leader Cindy Jeffers.

Huron County 4-Hers
honored during annual
fall family social event
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8-12-19-tf
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MOBILE MEDICAL Response (MMR) recently delivered an Automated

External Defibrillator (AED) to Northwood Meadows in Cass City.  The AED

was purchased through funds generated by the 2015 Gypsy Ride and a grant

in partnership with MMR.  Pictured above are (left to right) Phil Petzold,

Lynn Schutter, Kelly Richmond, Diane Howey, Jennifer Ter Bush and Rick

Gillman.

DRAKE STANDS IN the girls’ locker room, which would undergo a long-

overdue facelift if voters approve Kingston Community School officials’

request for a bond issue March 8.

required to shower after gym classes, Drake said, but school officials don’t
need anywhere near that capacity now, and today’s equipment uses energy
on a demand-basis rather than, for example, heating 1,000 gallons of water
then keeping it hot 24/7.

The Kingston High School gymnasium floor and bleachers would also be
replaced — both are original equipment installed back in the 1970s.  Another
concern, according to Drake, are asbestos tiles at the high school.  The tiles
themselves don’t present a health risk, but dust from the tiles as they disin-
tegrate could, and that’s what’s beginning to happen, he said.
“Our science labs are horrible,” he continued.  “They’re original equipment

also.”
Roughly $237,000 in bond money would be earmarked for technology

upgrades, the purchase of iPads and other computer equipment for student
use, as well as installation of “interactive white boards” – basically high tech
projectors – in all elementary and high school classrooms.  School officials
have already started on that project using general fund dollars.

The expansive list of improvements/expenditures includes replacement of
windows throughout the district, repairing parking lots and sidewalks,
upgrades to school security systems, and the purchase of two school buses.

The girls’ locker room would undergo a facelift, and nearby athletic field
bleachers would be replaced.  School officials also hope to replace an exist-
ing concession stand/public restroom building with a new, $355,000 facili-
ty.

“All of these (projects) will save the district general fund money, moving
forward,” said Drake, who indicated there won’t be a better time to tackle
the upgrades.

“Interest rates are as low as they’re going to be.  There are construction
companies out there looking for work,” he added.

Drake acknowledged there’s never a good time to raise taxes, but he point-
ed out school officials have been good stewards of taxpayers’ dollars.

For starters, officials have already used general fund money to take care of
a number of needs, including the purchase of three school buses over the
past three years and $100,000 worth of upgrades to the district’s climate con-
trol system.  District officials also invested in a tractor to take care of snow
plowing and mowing chores.

At the same time, Kingston has a strong fund balance – roughly $1.5 mil-
lion or an amount equal to 28 percent of the general fund – which means
school officials have been able to avoid interest payments on loans to make
ends meet during the brief period each year when state aid payments are
temporarily suspended.  It also means officials are ready for unexpected
financial emergencies.
“We’ve maintained everything the best we can,” Drake added.  “There’s no

doubt that the school district is Kingston’s pride and joy, and our staff is
working hard with what we have to do the best for our kids.

“This (bond issue) will set up the district to be in excellent shape for the
next 12 to 20 years.”

Continued from page one.

School seeks bond approval

The Huron County Sheriff’s
Department will be hosting a free
AARP Smart Driver Course
Thursday and Friday. Nov. 12 and
13, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day at
the Huron County Expo Center in
Bad Axe.

“The course is designed for senior
citizen drivers (and will) cover
defensive driving techniques, proven
safety strategies, as well as new traf-
fic laws and rules of the road,”

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson explained.

“There are no tests to pass,” he
added.  “Upon completion of the
course and depending on who the
participant’s automobile insurance
provider is, yearly insurance dis-
counts may apply.”

The course is limited to thirty par-
ticipants.  Those interested are
encouraged to call the sheriff’s

department during regular business
hours at (989) 269-6500 to register.

Driver’s course targets area senior motorists

Mr. Farmer
Read and Use

CHRONICLE
CLASSIFIED ADS

• To sell or rent a farm
• To sell or buy livestock
• To sell or buy implements
• To profitably sell or buy anything

The Classified Section is Where Interested
Prospects Look First
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