
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Talk to anyone who knew Bob Hirn and they’ll tell you his was a life well
lived.

From acquaintances to longtime friends, those who knew the Cass City
man say he was a devoted husband and father who was proud
of his family.  And a man who dedicated his life to giving
back to his community in more ways than most, freely
sharing his myriad of skills and boundless energy, and
always doing so with a smile on his face.
Hirn died last Wednesday, Oct. 28, at United Hospice

of Marlette Residence Center in Marlette following a
lengthy illness.  He was 73.

“He was truly a remarkable man.  He really was,”
Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn President Rose
Putnam said of Hirn, whose legacy in the Thumb
includes playing a key role in restoring the historical
Thumb Octagon Barn and helping to create the
Thumb Octagon Barn Agricultural Museum near
Gagetown.

Putnam recalled recruiting Hirn to join the Friends of the Thumb Octagon
Barn shortly after he sold the Caro Building Center, which he had owned and
operated until his retirement.
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VETERAN CASS City sixth grade science teacher Ron Woloshen (center)

announces an upcoming model rocketry unit to his students, courtesy of a

Michigan Wing Civil Air Patrol (CAP) Aerospace Education STEM grant he

wrote to cover the cost.  Also pictured are Major Beth Johnson, squadron

commander of the Cass River Composite Squadron, CAP, Caro, and her hus-

band, John, also a major in the CAP, who talked about the grant and other

opportunities the Civil Air Patrol offers youths.

Bob Hirn

Dr. Donahue
award goes
to C. Bellew

The Hills and Dales General
Hospital Foundation recently held its
third annual Fall Donor Appreciation
Dinner at Northwood Meadows in
Cass City.

“Each year at the dinner, someone
is honored with the Dr. H.T.
Donahue Award.  This individual is
nominated by the foundation board
and is dedicated to both Hills and
Dales and the Cass City communi-
ty,” said Danielle Blaine, foundation
director.

Hills and Dales Director of
Pharmacy Craig Bellew was honored
with this year’s award.

“Not only does Craig handle the
inpatient pharmacy services for Hills
and Dales, he also was a key leader
in the start of Hospital Drive
Pharmacy,” Blaine noted.  “Craig is
a mentor to employees and students,
and is one of the biggest promoters
of Hills and Dales.  Additionally,
Craig is very active in Rotary and
serves on the school board for Cass
City.”  

Bellew was surprised with the
Please turn to page 16.

Amish buggy
collides with
auto Thursday

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
investigated a traffic crash involving
a car and an Amish buggy Thursday
night in Greenleaf Township.
Sgt. Paul Rich reported the deputies

were dispatched to the intersection
of Bay City-Forestville and
Germania roads at 9:52 p.m.

“A 2002 Volkswagen Jetta, driven
by 21-year-old Elizabeth Bowerman
from Ubly, was traveling eastbound
on Bay City-Forestville Road near
the intersection of Germania Road
when she struck an Amish buggy
driven by 21-year-old Mose Kempf
from Bad Axe,” Rich said.  “The
Amish buggy was on Germania
Road, south of the intersection, and
was going to make a left turn into the
westbound lane when he misjudged
the distance of the car and turned in
front of it.”

The horse was injured in the colli-
sion and became loose from the
buggy after impact, according to

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.

Woloshen awarded grant to help his
pupils’ interest in learning take flight

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City teacher Ron Woloshen
has earned a reputation for getting
his sixth grade students to think out-
side the box by getting them outside
of the standard classroom setting.

It’s an approach, Woloshen says,
that attracts the kids’ natural curiosi-
ty and passion for having fun, and at
the same time is designed to expand
their knowledge – sometimes with-
out the kids even realizing how
much they’re learning.

Towards that end, Woloshen is
gearing up to introduce his students
to model rocketry, thanks to a $1,200
grant he wrote.  The Michigan Wing
Civil Air Patrol Aerospace Education
STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering and Math) Grant is pay-
ing for rocketry kits for use by
Woloshen’s three classes.

The money is also covering the tab
for Michigan Science Center Mobile
Science visits to Cass City
Elementary School, where
Woloshen’s students will tackle
another interesting project later in
the school year: extracting DNA
from strawberries.

As for the rocketry unit, Woloshen
said his grant purchases included a
set of “stomp rockets”, which utilize
air pressure as fuel to send the rock-
ets into flight.  “Then, later, we’ll
build and launch (model) rockets
with engines,” he added, noting each
class of about 25 students will work
in groups.  “The kids will (learn
about) the basics of rocketry, and it’s
very good physical activity.   

“This all fits into the general scien-
tific methodology of collecting and
analyzing data,” explained
Woloshen, who said students will be
recording information such as flight
distance and how angle impacts
flight.  The kids will also polish their
skills in the area of working with
spreadsheets.  “They’ll be looking at
how we can analyze and use data,”
he said.

But don’t let the paperwork
involved fool you – the students are
anxious to get started, and that does-
n’t surprise their teacher one bit.

“It’s (model rocketry) focused on
science, it’s hands-on and it’s high
interest,” acknowledged Woloshen,
who has been teaching in Cass City
for close to 20 years.  “I like to do
fun things in class, but I don’t like to

do things just for fun – there’s a pur-
pose here.”

The rocketry unit will probably last
about two weeks, depending on
whether the conditions outside
enable Woloshen’s students to
launch yet this fall or be forced to
wait until spring.

Nurturing an interest in flight
among youth has been a pet project
of Woloshen’s for years and ties in
with his involvement with the Civil
Air Patrol (CAP) as an aerospace
education member, a membership
category designed for educators and
others involved in promoting aware-
ness and STEM education in class-
rooms.
The CAP is an auxiliary of the U.S.

Air Force with three main missions
to serve America: aerospace educa-
tion, cadet programs for youth ages
12 to 20, and emergency response
services such as search and rescue
and homeland security.

The organization’s roots date back
to the 1930s, when more than
150,000 volunteers with a love for
aviation argued for an organization
to put their plane and flying skills to
use in defense of their country.  As a

Please turn to page 4.

Sanilac Co. drug team 
bags mountain of pot

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City Education Association (CCEA) officials called the local school
board’s decision to air specific details in the district’s latest contract offer to
teachers last week a “disappointment”.
Union representatives Kris Milligan and Josh Stern, who sat down with the

Chronicle for an interview Monday afternoon, also suggested there’s no
need to delay further negotiations until early 2016 – a situation school offi-
cials say is due to conflicting schedules.  In fact, Milligan and Stern said, the

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Drug Task Force officers bagged a big one – in the form of
more than 350 pounds of marijuana plants plus another 10-plus pounds of
processed pot – while serving a search warrant in Sanilac County’s Lamotte
Township last week.
According to drug task force Director Jim Johnson, the regional drug team

executed the warrant Tuesday at a residence in the north 2000 block of
Lamton Road.

“The search warrant was based on information and investigation of illegal
marijuana (growing) and processed marijuana (possession) by the occupants
of the residence,” Johnson said.
“Results of the search warrant found in excess of 355 pounds of dried mar-

ijuana plants/plant remnants.  There were 10 ½ pounds of processed mari-
juana found in totes, boxes, jars and shelves throughout the home and out
buildings,” Johnson said.  “Those items involved with having a grow oper-

Please turn to page 4.

Please turn to page 6.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

A hard hitting, swarming, defense
keyed Cass City’s victory over host
Ubly to kick off post season play in
2015. With the 34-6 Division 7 Pre-
District win, the Red Hawks advance
into the Region 2 District Final
Friday where they will take on unde-
feated Sandusky. A win against the
host Redskins would result in Cass
City’s first district title on the grid-
iron in school history.

“Our defense has kept us in every
game and they proved it again. Come
support your Red Hawks for the dis-
trict title game in Sandusky,” said
Cass City Coach Scott Cuthrell.

While the Cass City defense domi-
nated the action for most of the
night, it didn’t look like that would
be the case early. The Bearcats took
the opening kick and found pay dirt
2 plays later. But the touchdown did-
n’t stand as the hosts were flagged on
the scoring run.
With Ubly still deep in the red zone,

Mason Erla intercepted an Ubly pass
in the end zone momentslater to
thwart the Bearcat scoring opportu-
nity.

Neither team would break into the
scoring column during the initial
quarter, but with 11:55 left on the

clock before the intermission Nick
Perry gave Cass City a 6-0 advan-
tage with a one-yard plunge.

Cass City would extend the gap to
14-0 on their next drive courtesy of
Shaede Perzanowski who scored on
a 21-yard sprint, followed by an Erla
pass to Parker Haire for the points
after. The Red Hawk marker was set
up by the winners’ defense that halt-
ed Ubly on a risky fourth down play
in their own territory. 

Another defensive stand on Ubly’s
next possession would hand the ball
back to Cass City on downs. Erla
would end the first half scoring when
he rambled 44 yards to give the Red
Hawks a demanding 21-0 edge
entering the final half. While Erla
provided plenty on hard hits from his
defensive secondary spot, none were
as loud as the thundering crash the
senior quarterback made while plow-
ing over an Ubly defender near the
goal line for the final first half
points.

Sawyer Cuthrell put Cass City on
top 27-0 to start the final half, cap-
ping a 59 yard drive with a 3-yard
dive.

Ubly’s Derek Brown sprinted 37-
yards with 4:27 left in the third to
prevent the shutout. He led the
Bearcats – who were limited to 225
total yards - with 116 rushing yards

on 18 carries.
Cass City, meanwhile, received a

game-high 132 yards rushing from
Cuthrell, while Perry pitched in 97
rushing yards and Perzanowski
added 62.

Notwithstanding Cass City’s offen-
sive numbers, it was the Red Hawk
defense that proved to be the differ-
ence.

Haire, who was WLEW radio
“Freak Nasty Player of the Week”
following the Red Hawks’ playoff
win last year, was recognized for his
efforts by MLive.com for his playoff
performance in week one of the 2015

Please turn to page 10.

HAWKS WIN

COLE Chippi makes a
stop for the Cass City
defense against Ubly.
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CASS CITY CLASS of 1950 recently met for a 65th reunion at Gilligan’s in

Cass City. In attendance were (front, l-r) Rosalie (Keller) Walsh, Marilyn

(Behr) Voss, Janet (Habicht) Reed, Doris (Franklin) Karr (back) Robert

Wood, Nancy (Schwaderer) Golinvaux, Anita (Weatherhead) Loomis,

Mildred (Arnott) Patch, James Schad and Carl Palmateer. 

Owen-Gage announces Students of the Month
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for October is
being a “Productive Citizen”.  A stu-
dent who is a productive citizen is
actively involved in school and com-
munity organizations, conducts self
appropriately in and out of class, and
displays open-mindedness when
confronted with diversities.  He/she
also has awareness of local and glob-
al issues and concerns.  The follow-
ing students have been chosen:
Logan Ross, kindergarten (elemen-
tary level), son of Ryan and Jennifer
Ross; Carla Lopez-Izaguirre, sev-
enth grade (junior high level),
daughter of Jose Lopez and Susan
Izaguirre; Dylan McFadden,
eleventh grade (high school level),
son of Amanda Urban; and Justice
Blackburn, twelfth grade (senior stu-
dent), daughter of Chris Leipprandt
and Mickey and Wendi W.-Bixman.

Special recognition goes to the
“Senior Student of the Month”,
Justice Blackburn. 

Justice has been active in sports
throughout high school.  She partici-
pated in track as a freshman, volley-
ball for three years, and will have
participated in softball all four years
of high school.  Justice has also been
a member of the band all four years. 

Justice was a homecoming repre-
sentative her freshman and junior
years and was a nominee for home-
coming queen this year.  As a junior,
she was on the honor roll.  Other
activities that Justice has been
involved in are being a member of
the prom committee as a junior and a
staff member of the school’s year-
book as a senior.  

Justice attends the Huron Area
Technical Center this year where she
is enrolled in the Professions in

Education program.  In her spare
time she enjoys running and spend-
ing time with friends. 

Justice plans to attend college and
obtain a career in early education.

Logan Ross Carla Lopez-Izaguirre

Dylan McFadden

Justice Blackburn

Sarah Prahl recently cel-

ebrated her 100th birth-

day on October 12 at

Medilodge of Cass City

with family and friends.

Prahl was also named

“Resident of the Month”

at Medilodge of Cass

City, see page 4. 

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

100 YEARS YOUNG
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Life sans canine

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

take on a whole new level of cuteness and you think,
“Maybe,” but then just as soon, “Maybe not,” because
you know your heart isn’t ready yet. It may never be. But
you never know.

All this – good and bad – is okay, because if you no
longer have a dog it means that at one time you did. In
doing so, you experienced unconditional love and a com-
panionship like none other. That is a gift. And I believe if
you no longer have a dog, it is a gift waiting for you in
heaven. Because all dog owners understand: it wouldn’t
be heaven if dogs weren’t there.

—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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When you no longer have a dog, the world is a differ-
ent place. 
The barks of other dogs resound and seem louder than

they were before. When a neighbor’s dog barks and
wakes you in the early morning or late night it doesn’t
so much annoy, but provokes a twinge of sadness.

When you no longer have a dog you don’t have to
worry about dog-hair dust bunnies or running out of
dog treats. You don’t ever have to read the label on dog
food for the hundredth time to make sure real meat is
the number one ingredient. You can save money at the
grocery store because dog food is expensive. 

When you no longer have a dog you notice other peo-
ple with their dogs. It seems as though everyone else
has one. They are walking on the street or playing fetch
or posting cute dog photos on social media. Sometimes
you scroll through them, other times you try not to.

When you no longer have a dog you can walk freely
through your yard without constantly having to look
down to avoid stepping in the doggy doo – although this
takes some getting used to. It’s hard to walk freely with-
out looking down when you’ve done so for more than a
decade. 

When you no longer have a dog you can take an
evening stroll without bringing a plastic bag along. You
don’t have to pause at every fire hydrant or telephone
pole or carry the plastic bag home once it is full.

When you no longer have a dog and the humans in
your life are unavailable, sometimes you take walks
alone.

When you no longer have a dog leaving the house is
simplified. You can be gone all day without having
someone let the dog out or feed her lunch. You don’t
have to secure a spot at the kennel when you go on
vacation. There’s a certain freedom to that.
When you no longer have a dog there is no one to wag

her tail when you come home. And when you return
after a long weekend, you don’t have to worry about
anyone peeing on the floor because they are so glad to
see you. 

When you no longer have a dog shoes don’t get
chewed. No one chases the cats or drags her butt across
the carpet. There are no dog toots to smell and you don’t
have to be concerned about anybody ransacking the
neighbor’s garbage and coming home with a tuna can
stuck to her tongue. 

When you no longer have a dog, you don’t have any-
one begging for a tummy rub. No one kisses you all
over your face or sniffs you in unseemly places.
When you no longer have a dog, sometimes you dream

about dogs and sometimes even about the one you used
to have. Sometimes dogs can talk in your dreams.
Those are the good dreams. 

When you no longer have a dog and you hear creaks
or noises from upstairs you automatically think it is
your dog and then remember she is gone and it couldn’t
possibly be her. You wonder how long it will be before
creaks and noises become just creaks and noises.

When you no longer have a dog, suddenly puppies

Flu season is here, 
get vaccinated now

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Congratulations to Cass City’s Sharon Hergenreder.
She’s the lucky winner – drawn from a hat of last week’s
Pink-or-Treat visitors at our Main Street office – of a one
year Chronicle subscription.

More than 500 folks visited the Chronicle office
Wednesday night and were treated to homemade cup-
cakes courtesy of Office Manger Krysta Boyce, Memory
Lane writer Tina Pallas, and their sister Angela Forster
during the village’s breast cancer awareness campaign. 

In all, the 3 local siblings handed out 500 cupcakes, 480
pink beaded necklaces and 175 bottle of water.

Thanks girls!

While 100s flocked to the street of downtown Cass City
for the annual Pink-or-Treat affair, not so many took part
in Saturday’s Halloween tradition. 

At the Haire’s Virginia Street home only 10 trick-or-
treaters stop by, while at the Boyce’s Seeger Street home
110 visitors stopped over on Halloween night.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services
(MDHHS) along with the Michigan Osteopathic
Association (MOA) and Michigan State Medical Society
(MSMS), are urging all Michigan residents to protect
themselves against influenza (flu) and its potentially life-
threatening consequences by getting vaccinated.

The MDHHS Bureau of Laboratories has already con-
firmed the first cases of influenza in the state for the 2015-
2016 flu season.

“Right now is the perfect time to get vaccinated to pro-
tect yourself and your family against the flu this season,”
says Eden Wells, M.D., chief medical executive with the
MDHHS. “The flu is a serious and potentially life-threat-
ening illness; it’s not something to be taken lightly. In our
communities and as health care professionals, it’s impor-
tant we all encourage our friends and family to remember
to get their flu vaccine every year.”

The first official week of the 2015-2016 flu season was
October 4-10, and during that week state health officials
confirmed the first cases of influenza in Michigan. One
was confirmed as an influenza A (H1N1) virus, and three
cases were confirmed as influenza A(H3N2) viruses. All of
the cases were adults. 

Flu is a contagious respiratory virus that often causes
fever, sore throat, cough, body aches, and fatigue. People
already infected with flu can spread the virus to others
even before they feel sick. The flu vaccination is the single
best way to prevent getting the flu and its complications.

Vaccines available in the 2015-2016 flu season were
changed to include the drifted flu virus strain that widely
circulated last year.

“The health of our communities depends on a strong flu
vaccine program. It has never been easier to get a vaccine
and the cases of influenza will be minimal if we have a
strong response,” said Dr. Anthony F. Ognjan, DO, FACP,
of the MOA.
Everyone six months of age and older should receive a flu

vaccine every flu season. It is especially important that
children, adults aged 65 years and older, persons with
chronic health conditions, and pregnant women get vacci-
nated against flu. Flu vaccination for pregnant women
does not just protect the mother, it also protects her unborn
baby.

Unfortunately, three influenza-associated pediatric
deaths were reported in Michigan during the 2014-2015
flu season.
What is especially concerning is that flu vaccination cov-

erage in Michigan’s five- to 12-year-olds dropped consid-
erably in the 2014-2015 flu season — down to 52 percent.
And, according to Michigan Care Improvement Registry
data, only nine percent of Michigan children ages six
months to eight years who needed two doses of flu vaccine
last season received both doses.

With the flu already confirmed in Michigan this season,
there is no way to know when flu activity will be wide-
spread in our community. That’s why officials are urging
all residents to get vaccinated against the flu before they
are exposed to a flu virus.

It takes about two weeks to be fully protected after vacci-
nation. There are multiple types of flu vaccine available
this season, and more vaccines will be manufactured than
ever before.
Don’t wait – talk to your healthcare provider today about

which flu vaccine is the best one for you.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Austin M. Graubner, 21, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to charges of
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny, larce-
ny of a firearm, possession of a
weapon by a felon, and possession of
a firearm in the commission of a

felony Aug. 14-18 in Vassar
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $50,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Wayne A. West, 37, Caro, pleaded

no contest to one count of driving
while his license was suspended or
revoked and two counts of malicious
destruction of property totaling $200
to $1,000 July 2 in Vassar.

West’s plea on the first charge was
accepted by the court, which took the
remaining two counts under advise-
ment and ordered bond continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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CURTIS CHRYSLER-Dodge-Jeep in Cass City recently helped the Cass City

Schools raise $1,310 during a “Drive for the Kids” event held during a school

band concert. Participants earned a $10 contribution to the school from the

Chrysler brand by taking a brief test drive in a 2015 model Town and

Country, Chrysler 200, or Chrysler 300 vehicle.  Since its inception in 1993,

the Chrysler brand’s “Drive for the Kids” program has contributed more

than $6 million directly to local schools. The program has helped parents and

educators in communities across the nation raise needed funds for everything

from playgrounds and field trips, to reading programs and new computers.

result, the CAP was born just one
week prior to the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, which prompted the
United States to declare war on that
nation.  Assigned to the War
Department under the jurisdiction of
the Army Air Corps, the contribu-
tions of the CAP included logging
more than 500,000 flying hours,
sinking two enemy submarines and
saving hundreds of crash victims

Continued from page one.

Woloshen introducing students to rocketry
during World War II.
Later, in 1940, then-President Harry

S. Truman signed a law incorporat-
ing the CAP as a benevolent, non-
profit organization.

Woloshen’s model rocket unit isn’t
his first attempt to give students a
first-hand look at the dynamics of
flight; two years ago he organized
“Young Eagles Fly Day” at the
Tuscola County Area Airport in
Caro, where 16 of his students had

the opportunity to take to the air to
experience flying first-hand, cour-
tesy of five volunteer pilots.  In fact,
thanks to a one-on-one pairing of
student and pilot, each youth was
allowed to take the controls for a
portion of their flights.

Woloshen arranged the outing in
conjunction with the Young Eagles, a
national program of volunteers who
provide, at no cost, an introduction
to flight for youths ages eight to 17.

Union: district’s bargaining tactic a disappointment
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union and school could come to
terms on the remaining unresolved
issues without attorneys or a media-
tor present.

“I’m disappointed in the bargaining
process and the fact that it was com-
promised,” Milligan, CCEA presi-
dent, commented, referring to last
week’s monthly Cass City Board of
Education meeting, where board
President Alice Zaleski outlined spe-
cific items – from proposed pay
increases to issues related to insur-
ance, sick days and overload pay.

“In my 38 years, I’ve never seen a
tactic like this,” added Milligan, who
noted the negotiations update was
placed on the agenda at the begin-
ning of the regular meeting, and after
the “public comment” portion of the
agenda, preventing the union from
responding publicly at that time.

Zaleski offered a list of nearly a
dozen concessions she said school
officials have offered – but union
bargainers have declined to accept,
following months of bargaining that
began last spring.  The union’s last
contract expired in mid-August.

School officials said the union ini-
tially agreed to the school’s latest
offer, but later backed out pending
the results of the district’s 2014-15
fiscal year audit.

Milligan indicated the school’s
impromptu update wasn’t complete
because it was one-sided.

“There are two sides,” she said.
“Bargaining is give and take.  They
talked about what they’re giving –
they didn’t talk about what they’re
taking.”

As it stands now, Zaleski said last
week, bargainers -- who are working
with a state mediator -- won’t be
returning to the negotiation table
until January due to scheduling con-
flicts.
But waiting isn’t necessary and will

cost teachers, said Stern, a member
of the CCEA bargaining team who
pointed out any contract ratified now
cannot, by law, be enacted retroac-
tively.  “So, as of Friday – nine
weeks in (to the school year) -- a one
percent raise is 75 percent of a one
percent raise,” he said.

As for the issues in the proposed
contract that require attorneys, those
have been resolved, according to
Stern, who said there’s no reason the
two sides can’t get together now to
hammer out a contract.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel said last
week that school officials are contin-
uing to work with the union in an
effort to come up with a contract

Continued from page one. both sides are willing to ratify.  “I
think we’re getting very close,” he
added.

While union officials agreed a new
contract could be near, they say local
teachers deserve a fair shake – not
only because they have repeatedly
accepted concessions in the past
when the district was facing hard
financial times -- but because they
have as much personally invested in
the school district as anyone, espe-
cially considering how important the
school system is to the community.

“Our teachers are going to work
every day.  They are going the extra
mile for the kids – all of the extra
things are happening,” Milligan said.
“Good things are happening for Cass
City kids.”

“What we’re asking for for our
teachers who are on ‘steps’, is that
step (in pay),” Stern said.  “We have
teachers who have been here for
eight years and are on their fourth
step (because) we took zero raises
for seven straight years and (frozen)
steps for four years.”

“When the district is trouble, the
teachers take concessions and do
what needs to be done,” Milligan
added.

Cass City teachers were more than
a month into the 2013-14 school year
before their last contract was ratified.
Both sides came to an agreement in
late October 2013, adopting a two-
year contract, which lifted a five-
year freeze on step pay.  At the time,
the board agreed to add 1 ½ percent
to each step and move all instructors
up a step.

The union, meanwhile, agreed to
concessions that included increasing
class sizes before “overload” pay
kicks in.

The Cass City Public Schools’
financial picture has improved sig-
nificantly since the last teachers’
contract was ratified.  At that time,
school officials were projecting a
year-end fund balance of close to
$800,000, an amount equal to 8.7 of
the schools’ 2013-14 general fund
budget.

Although Cass City has continued
to lost students, according to the dis-
trict’s 2014-15 annual audit report,
school officials were able to add
$211,000 to the fund balance going
into the current (2015-16) fiscal
year, which began July 1.  Currently,
the fund balance stands at about $1.4
million.



Readers don’t often accuse me of being biased in my reporting, but
when they do, it’s usually because they’re convinced I have an axe to
grind.
At least the lady on the phone figured that was the case in my report-

ing of a recent Cass City Board of Education meeting, in which
school officials broke away from the norm in contract negotiations by
revealing details of their latest offer to the local teachers union.  The
two sides have been negotiating since last spring and still haven’t rat-
ified a new labor agreement to replace a two-year pact that expired in
mid-August.

Anyway, the caller, who would identify herself only as a veteran
educator in the Thumb, suggested we were trying to sabotage negoti-
ations and in the process make the union look bad.

Really?
I only got a few “buts” in before she hung up on me (not really a

professional thing to do for a veteran in any field), so I’m assuming
she wasn’t buying my response that we were simply reporting the
actions and discussions placed on record during an open session of a
school board meeting. And that’s all.
She also wasn’t impressed with (or didn’t believe my statement) that

I spoke with union representatives after the meeting and asked if they
wanted to comment.

It never ceases to amaze me how many area residents really believe
the editorial staff at the Chronicle spends its days working tirelessly
to make sure some individuals look good (or bad) in the paper.

I hear comments to that effect now and then, and I can only guess
these people a) don’t like who we’ve written about, b) don’t agree
with something the person (or group) has done or how they conduct
themselves in the community, or c) honestly feel we intentionally
publish columns, editorials or stories in such a way that someone
appears in a positive or negative light based on how we feel about
them.

Nothing could be farther from the truth, folks.  Sure, no one is
absolutely objective.  How can we be when everyone grows up with
certain belief and value systems, prejudices, etc.?  The key, at least
for me, is making a serious effort to leave my own personal beliefs
and preferences out of my news copy (with the exception of columns
and editorials, where I’m relatively free to express my opinion.  By
the way, so are you, in our “letters to the editor” section on page
three).
Anyway, I don’t think I could have much respect for a journalist who

intentionally slants a story at the expense of the truth.  Lord knows
we have enough of those clowns pontificating on the boob tube just
about everywhere you look.

On the other hand, I’ve found that the lion’s share of accusations
regarding a newspaper’s alleged favoritism are based – sadly – on
information that is short on fact and long on personal opinion, rumor
and/or innuendo.

Sometimes it simply boils down to being the messenger.
Keep in mind, newspaper people are supposed to follow some basic

rules, starting with verifying and backing up statements with facts
before a story is published.  That probably isn’t a big concern for
those who are convinced we’re driven by our own personal agendas.
I could be wrong.  It’s difficult to say because the biggest talkers are

rarely willing to put their “facts” where their mouths are – in public
– by speaking up during an open meeting, surrounded by their neigh-
bors and friends, or by signing their name to a letter to the editor for
that matter.

That’s why the sort of anonymous forums you still see in some
newspapers and television broadcasts will never appear (I hope) in
the Chronicle.  It’s just too easy to sound off when you know you’re
not going to have to own up to your words.
Kind of puts a different light on things when you have to attach your

name to something, you know?
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Slanted coverage?
Show me the facts

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Ride ‘em cowboy - Gavin
Frederick of the Thumb National
Bank/Cass City Schools staff team
watches as members of the rival
combined civics groups team -
Chris Peters, Kelsey Cooper and
Dan Curtis - rally for a basket dur-
ing donkey basketball action
Friday night at Cass City High
School. The Cass City PTO, which
sponsored the fundraiser, estimated
the event netted close to $3,000
and drew some 600 spectators.

Micah Uriah Randall and Megen
Elizabeth O’Dell were united in
marriage July 17, 2010 during a
beach ceremony at Sand Point. A
reception for 350 guests followed
at the Knights of Columbus Hall in
Bad Axe. Micah is the son of Jeff
Randall of Kingston and Dawn
Hartwick of Deford. He is
employed at the Light House in
Caro as a med tech. Megen is the
daughter of Bob and Shari O’Dell
of Cass City. She is employed at A
Spencer-Gellise Salon in Bay City
as a hair stylist. The new couple
currently resides in Caro. 

Jim Hobbs walked away from a
32-year career in education in the
Cass City Public Schools a year
ago, but he hasn’t abandoned his
love of music in retirement. Hobbs,
who spent the lion’s share of his
career teaching music to elemen-
tary school students, is now work-
ing as a school service representa-
tive in the Thumb for Kohn Music.
“We sell instruments, we rent
instruments, we help band direc-
tors with the supplies that they
need, then there’s the instrument
repair,” Hobbs, 59, explained.
“The best thing I was involved in
was the third grade spring musi-
cal,” added Hobbs, who directed
the annual event for about 15
years. Hobbs’ favorite memories of
being in the classroom involve sit-
ting at his keyboard and his stu-
dents singing. “It was just being
with the kids. When teaching was
good, it was really, really, really
good,” he said. “When the kids
would close their eyes and sing like
they meant it, it was just too fun to
describe.”

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Deford area resident Tyler Perry,
14, is writing a book on the history
and memories of Novesta
Township. The Cass City Middle
School eighth grade student is ask-
ing area residents to share their
memories of life in the township to
be included in the publication. 

Letter to Editor: I would like to
write a special letter to let Doctor
Scollon know what a special per-
son he is. As many of you know,
Doc loves his animals and will
always help anyone. No matter
when you call, his day off, eating
supper, 9 at night, he will help you
always. He’s the greatest. I would
like everyone to send him a special
prayer to get well and wish him
nothing but the best because that’s
what he gives his pets and owners
– Deanna Peruski.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Born to Lisa and Doug Dehmel of
Unionville, a daughter, Kristen
June, Nov. 1, at Bay Medical
Center, weighing 7 pounds, 10
ounces. She joins a brother, Adam,
and sister, Steffy. Grandparents are
Mr. and Mrs. Gene Wilson of Cass
City and Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Dehmel of Caro. 

Echo Chapter Order of Eastern
Star will meet Wednesday, Nov,
14, at 8 p.m. at the Masonic
Temple. Refreshments committee
is Ted and Carol Furness, Bob and
Pat Hunter, Leo and Dolly Tracy,
Tom and Verna Dobbs and
Georgine Jensen.

Mrs. Helen Lorentzen met Mrs.
Ruth Benedict of Sandusky in
Kingston Thursday and they visit-
ed Steve Tesho on his 93rd birth-
day. They went to Clio to have sup-
per with Mr. and Mrs. Rick
Lorentzen. En route home they vis-
ited Mrs. Joyce Louks in
Millington.

Officials at Baker College,
Owosso, have awarded an associ-
ate degree in business to Ryan R.
Smith, a recent graduate of the col-
lege’s accounting program. Smith,
a 1988 graduate of Cass City High
School, is the son of Russell and
Janet Smith of Decker. He current-
ly is continuing his education at
Central Michigan University, Mt.
Pleasant. Baker College is an inde-
pendent, co-educational system
with campuses in Flint, Mount
Clemens, Muskegon, Owosso,
Pontiac and Port Huron. 

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  

Twenty Junior High youth of
Salem UM Church met Sunday
evening at the parsonage with
Douglas Kelley. Mrs. David
Loomis led devotions on the sub-
ject, “Joy.” Michael Kelley served
refreshments. Fifteen Senior High
youth were meeting at the same
time with Randy Nicholas. Luis
Salas led devotions on “Kindness.”
Refreshments were served by
Krystal Isa. 

Theo Hendrick spent from
Monday until Wednesday of last
week with Mr. and Mrs. Sherwell
Kelly at New Boston. Mr. and Mrs.
Don Whittenburg took him there
when they were en route to Adrian
to attend a church conference. Mr.
and Mrs. Whittenburg were
Tuesday overnight guests of Mr.
and Mrs. Jim Bolz at Willis. 

Mrs. Paul Craig and Mrs. Lucile
Miller had as dinner guests
Saturday evening, Mr. and Mrs.
Alva McNeil of Caro, Cleo
Spaulding and Mrs. Reva M. Little.
Mrs. Miller, who has been with her
sister-in-law, Mrs. Craig, since
May, will leave next week to return
to her home in Zephyrhills, Fla.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Employees of Hills and Dales
General Hospital raised over $858
in contributions to the Elkland-
Novesta Community Chest this
past week, surpassing their own
goal of $700. It’s believed to be
one of the first times an organiza-
tion has set a goal for the Chest
drive. Employees who spearheaded
the drive are Jon Fahrner, Dolly
Tracy, Mary Kerbyson and Jim
Winchester. Receiving the check is
Ray Nelson, Community Chest
treasurer. A total of 140 full and
part-time employees contributed to
the drive. 

Three Cass City residents have
enlisted in Marine Corps programs
and will report for recruit training
next July. The three are Douglas
Forshee, David Langmaid and
Mark Neiman. Forshee enlisted in
the Marine Corps Senior
Enlistment Program Oct. 17, and
will report for recruit training July
6, 1976. After completing training,
Forshee will be assigned to formal
training in the motor transport
field, Langmaid, son of Mrs.
Gerald Langmaid of Van Dyke
road, enlisted in the Marine Corps
Reserve, Oct. 23, and reports for
training July 9, 1976. Langmaid
will return to the Cass City area
following training and will attend
drills at the Marine Corps Reserve
Center in Flint. Neiman, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Wilbert Neiman of 4355
Woodland St., enlisted in the
Senior Enlistment Program, Oct.
23, and will report for training July
9, 1976. Following his training,
Neiman will be assigned to formal
training in the motor transport
field.

Miss Minnie Jaus was a Sunday
dinner guest of Mr. and Mrs.
Lawrence Buehrly. Sunday after-
noon, Mr. and Mrs. Buehrly, Miss
Jaus and Mrs. Elsie Anthes visited
Mrs. Rose Striffler and Mrs.
Gertrude Falkenhagen at the
Tuscola County Medical Care
Facility near Caro. Mrs. Striffler
was marking her 91st birthday
Sunday.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

UNICEF Trick or Treaters collect-
ed approximately $150 during their
annual tour of the village Thursday
night, Oct. 28, according to Mrs.
James Jezewski, local chapter
treasurer. An estimated 60 children
took part in the village-wide can-
vas. Mrs. Jezewski reports that per-
sons who were missed during the
canvass may send donations to her
for the next two weeks. She
extended her thanks, on behalf of
the local chapter, to Konrad’s
Bakery and Sommers’ Bakery for
donating the donuts and cupcakes
which were passed out to the par-
ticipating youngsters after the
drive.

Friends of Rev. and Mrs. Wilbur
Traver are invited to attend an open
house, sponsored by their children,
in honor of their 50th wedding
anniversary Wednesday, Nov. 10,
from 7 to 10 p.m. at the multi-pur-
pose room at Kingston High
school. Rev. and Mrs. Traver were
married Nov. 18, 1915. They spent
25 years in the active ministry. In
May 1951 they came to Kingston,
where they have operated a gift
shop and church supply store for
over 14 years. During those years
Mr. Traver has supplied the pulpit
in many different churches of the

community. They have four chil-
dren, Rev. Verian Traver of
Morenci, Mich., Miss Zetta Traver
of Central City, Neb., Mrs. Loretta
Boileau of Merrill, Mich. and. Mrs.
Agnes Sebree of Spring Arbor.
They also have 10 grandchildren.

Dr. and Mrs. E. C. Fritz attended
the Michigan-Wisconsin football
game in Ann Arbor Saturday and
were joined there by their sons, Jim
of Madison, Wis., and Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Fritz of St. Clair
Shores. Mr. and Mrs. C. R. Hunt
attended the game and were met by
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hool of
Windsor, Miss Sally Hunt of
Beloit, Wis., and Dick Hunt of Big
Rapids. Dick accompanied them
home to spend Sunday in Cass
City. Sally Hunt spent the week
end with the Hools in Windsor.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Three of the pupils of the seventh
and eighth grades and four of those
in the ninth and tenth grades whose
essays on improvements which
Cass City needs were judged the
best by their instructors in the local
high school were guests at the
Rotary Club luncheon at Hotel
Gordon Tuesday. The seven stu-
dents read their productions before
the group and the Rotarians decid-
ed that Marjorie Kettlewell was
entitled to the first prize of $2.00
offered to junior high students and
Helen Hiltman to the first prize of
$5.00 and Stuart Merchant to the
second prize of $3.00 offered to
high school students. The awards
were contributed by Dr. P. A.
Schenck, program chairman.
Jeanne Profit and Charles Auten
were also contestants from junior
high and Lena Mae Cross and
Frances Koepfgen from the high
school. J. I. Niergarth, superinten-
dent of schools, spoke briefly on
amendment No. 1, urging
Rotations to vote “yes” on this pro-
posal which has the endorsement
of the Michigan Congress of
Parents and Teachers, of the
Michigan Federation of Labor, of
the Michigan School Board
Members Association, of the
Michigan Education Association,
of the Michigan Conference of
City Superintendents, of the
Department of County School
Commissioners, and of farm
groups. Rotarians enjoyed their
annual pheasant dinner Tuesday.
The birds were provided by a com-
mittee of M. B. Auten and Dr. H. T.
Donahue and the cooperation of
other Rotarians and friends. 

E. B. Schwaderer, Cass City con-
tractor, who with the H. L.
Prisinger Construction Company
of Ann Arbor, is building three
miles of four-lane highway at Fort
Custer, has the work half complet-
ed. This is the first military high-
way to be built under the new
National 1 Defense program.
Miss Josephine Perry, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Wesley Perry, of Cass
City, and Arnold Patterson, son of
Mrs. Eli Patterson, of Argyle, were
quietly married Saturday evening,
October 26, by Rev. B. A. Sherk at
his home in Brown City. 

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Member: of the Mothers’ Club
were the guests of Mrs. E. W. Jones
Tuesday when a social afternoon,
and luncheon were enjoyed. At an
informal business session, the
ladies decided that it was scarcely
using the men just right by enjoy-
ing all the meetings of the club
without them so they have planned
a banquet for the husbands to be
held in February at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. C. R. Townsend. The
dads will demonstrate their abili-
ties as caretakers by “mothering”
the youngsters during the eyeing
and at the feast. The next meeting
of the club will be held at the home
of Mrs. H. F. Lenzner on Tuesday,
Dec. 7, when a Christmas tree will
delight the babies.

The first meeting of the stock-
holders of the Elkland Milling
Company is called for Friday
evening, Nov. 12 at 7:30 a. m., at
the Town Hall, Cass City, Mich.
This meeting is for the purpose of
electing directors and transacting
such other business as may become
necessary. J. H. Striffler, A. A.
Hitchcock, J. C. Farrell, Com.

CASS CITY CHRONICLE.
Published Weekly. The Tri-County
Chronicle and Cass City Enterprise
consolidated Apr. 20, 1906.
Subscription price—-One year, $1.
Advertising rates made known on
application. H. F. LENZNER,
Publisher.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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THE FIRST recipients of the Red Hawk Award of

Excellence for the 2015-16 school year were recent-

ly honored by the Cass City Board of Education.

They are sophomore Nicolette Younglove (left) and

sixth grade student Allison Fritz.
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The Cass City Board of Education
recently honored the first recipients
of the district’s coveted Red Hawk
Award of Excellence for the 2015-16
school year.

They are Nicolette Younglove, a
sophomore and the daughter of
Jackie Younglove, and sixth grade
student Allison Fritz, the daughter of
Sarah Lovejoy and Cannon Fritz.

During the months of October,
December, February and April, each
school building staff is asked to
nominate students for the award in
order to recognize students for lead-
ership, service, outstanding behav-
ior, excellent academic performance,
being most improved or other
accomplishments in or outside of
school.
The nominees and their families are

then invited to attend a school board
meeting, during which teachers,
administrators and the board mem-
bers themselves congratulate each
winner and present them with a
maroon ribbon and certificate.

Math teacher Amy Tamlyn nomi-
nated Younglove for the award, not-
ing that as a member of the Friends
of the Playground”, she and other
volunteers enjoyed a first-hand look
at Younglove’s willingness to give of
her own time and talents for a good
cause.

“This summer our group devoted
several weeks towards revitalizing
the aging structure (Cass City
playscape) and depended greatly on
community volunteers,” Tamlyn
said.  “All of the members on the
committee were extremely
impressed by Nikki’s dedication and
commitment to helping during those
weeks.  Nikki arrived each morning,
happy and willing to help in any way
we needed her to.  She spent count-
less hours painting, staining, and
shoveling mulch and pea stone, and
she worked all day.

“Nikki was a vital member of our
volunteer team and, with her help,
we now have a beautiful playscape
for the children of Cass City to enjoy
for years to come.

“Nikki’s drive to work hard has
been something that I have also wit-
nessed in the classroom,” Tamlyn
added.  “There have been times
when I know the material is difficult
for Nikki, but she still comes to class
with a positive attitude and a willing-
ness to do whatever it takes to learn
the material.

“This has often meant working on
homework after school in my class-
room, doing additional online work,
and doing additional packets outside
of class,” she continued.  “Nikki has
never given up when things have
challenged her, and has time and
time again demonstrated true

resilience.”
Fritz, meanwhile, was nominated

for the honor by the sixth grade
teaching team.

“Allison makes teaching her a joy.
She is always engaged in the lesson,
participates in the discussion, volun-
teers answers, and is in the class-
room to learn,” team members wrote
in their nomination letter.  “Allison’s
grades are at the top of the sixth
grade class and she gives tremen-
dous effort on each...assignment.

“Allison has had some big life

changes in the past couple of years,
but has not used them as excuses to
slack off.  In fact, it is obvious that
Allison expects the most from her-
self, and it is evident in her work
ethic,” the letter stated.

“Allison is a proud member of the
Cass City band.  She is well liked by
all the students in sixth grade, and
she treats all students with respect.
Allison represents all that a Cass
City student should be, and (we’re)
excited to recognize her achieve-
ments with this award.”

Hawk award goes to Younglove, Fritz 

Continued from page one.

Jackson: “Community
lost an asset” in Hirn

Hirn served on the friends’ board for many years, including two years as
president.  He’s also credited with spearheading Fall Family Days – an annu-
al fall event at the Thumb Octagon Barn that draws thousands of visitors to
the Thumb Octagon Barn each fall – and he served as the event’s chairman
for 17 years.

But his contributions – many of them completed without his fellow volun-
teers even being aware of how much he could get done in a day, week or
month — were always focused on restoring and expanding on the historical
eight-sided barn along with the adjacent Purdy farmhouse and several other
buildings on the property along Richie Road.
“Everything he did was hands-on.  We couldn’t keep up with him,” Putnam

said.  “He touched, molded, restored, built just about every aspect of every
building that’s out there.  He was always there.  We certainly would not be
where we are today without him.

“He always had such a great sense of humor.  He could get people to do
things just by asking,” she added.

Hirn and his wife of 51 years, Mary Ann, were wonderful neighbors,
according to Jim and Jeri Perry, who lived near the Hirn family along Kelly
Road for many years.  The Hirns moved to Cass City after Bob, a 1964 grad-
uate of Central Michigan University, was offered a job teaching biology at
Cass City High School.  He also worked for the district as a substitute bus
driver and coach.

“He was a helpful neighbor.  Our kids grew up together, so we had many
nice Christmases together as neighbors,” Jeri commented.
Jim agreed.  “We had a lot of good times together,” he said, adding both he

and Hirn were charter members of the Thumb Area Antique Auto Club and
shared a love of restoring old vehicles.  In fact, the pair virtually worked side
by side as each restored their own Model A Fords.  “We finished them both
about the same time in 1980,” he noted.

Hirn also left a lasting impression through his and Mary Ann’s work with
the Cass City Historical and Genealogical Society, as well as his leadership
at Rawson Memorial District Library.

Longtime historical and genealogical society President Katie Jackson said
the restoration of the society’s early 1900s antique luxury carriage is a great
example of Hirn’s ability to make things happen.

“It (carriage) was just in terrible shape.  I was trying to find someone who
could upholster it and bring it up to snuff,” she recalled, adding Hirn knew
of a craftsman near Traverse City who could do the job, and he promptly
transported the carriage up north and then made another trip to bring the
restored antique back to Cass City.
“He never missed a meeting.  He was involved in so many ways, and what-

ever he did, it was perfect.  He was a perfectionist,” Jackson said.
“Bob served on the (Rawson Memorial District) library board for 15 years

as vice chairman.  He loved the library and appreciated what we did for the
community.  He also appreciated that the historical society and the Octagon
Barn were able to use resources at Rawson,” said Kate Van Auken, who has
served as director of the Cass City Library for the past several years.
“He would work with Lois Moslander and Ruth Steele on the barn newslet-

ter, advertising pieces, and placements for their annual auction,” she added.
“Of course, a big part of this was that he had a personality that would make
you want to work with him and help in any way you could, because you
knew he would do it for you.

“For me, he was a huge supporter of everything I did at Rawson,” Van
Auken said.  “He is the main reason I applied for the job (of director) to
begin with.  I had been on the library board and, in 2002, Bob, Lyle Clarke
and I were on the committee to select Barb’s (Hutchinson) replacement.
After receiving resumes from applicants, he pulled me aside and asked
where mine was.  I remember thinking he must be joking, but he wasn’t.

“Bob saw potential in people even when they themselves didn’t,” she
added.  “He was always positive…always had a smile…always had a can-
do attitude.”

Hirn’s legacy of giving back by giving of himself extended to a number of
organizations.

He served as chairman of the Tuscola County Medical Care Facility Board
for about 16 years.  He was a member of the Pinney Foundation Board,
served on the Cass City Board of Education for eight years, and put in a stint
on the Tuscola County Intermediate School Board.

Hirn was honored as the Cass City Citizen of the Year in 2005 and was
named a Tuscola County Shining Star in 2009.
A member of the Cass City-Gagetown Knights of Columbus Council #8892

and the Cass City Gavel Club, Hirn was a longtime member of St. Pancratius
Catholic Church, serving as finance chairman, lector and communion assis-
tant.

“He was one of the most hard working, caring, involved people I know –
Mary Ann, too,” Van Auken said.  “I will be forever grateful for that fact and
that our paths crossed in this life.  If you are lucky, you get to meet a ‘Bob’
a few times in your life.”

“He was always smiling.  He was always congenial.  He will be missed,”
Jackson added.  “We’ve lost an asset to this community.  We really have.”

Editor’s note: a complete obituary appears elsewhere in this week’s issue
of the Chronicle.

Rich.  “The owner and citizens were able to get the horse secured until they
were able to get a trailer on scene by a citizen.  (The horse) was then trans-
ported to Bad Axe to be treated for injuries.”

Both drivers sought their own medical treatment at Huron Medical Center
in Bad Axe.

Continued from page one.

Amish buggy, auto collide

ation included processing equipment, materials, extraction of marijuana with
Butane, and cash were seized.”

Three adults who reside at the residence were questioned and have not yet
been formally charged.  “All three are related and include a 66-year-old
male, a 44-year-old male and 18-year-old female,” Johnson noted.

“Interviews with all indicated that no one had jobs or other sources of
income,” he added.  “No one at the residence possessed a medical marijua-
na caregiver or user card.”

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies assisted drug task force officers, who
will be seeking formal charges following completion of their investigation
and the results of lab tests on the evidence.

Drug team bags marijuana
Continued from page one.
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Robert Hirn

Robert Joseph Hirn, 73, of Cass City, died following a long illness Wednesday, October 28, 2015
in United Hospice of Marlette Residence Center, Marlette.  

He was born March 20, 1942 in Detroit to Francis and Marguerite (Weldon) Hirn.  
He married Mary Ann Spiekerman August 22, 1964 in St. Pancratius Catholic Church.  
Bob graduated from Central Michigan University in 1964 where he studied Industrial Arts and

Biology.  He moved to Cass City, taking a job teaching Biology at Cass City High School.  Bob
also worked for the school district as a substitute bus driver and coach.  After five years of teach-
ing Bob became the co-owner and manager of Caro Building Center, a business he owned and
operated until his retirement.  Bob was a member of Progressive Affiliated Lumberman.  Bob
served as the Chairman of the Board of Tuscola County Medical Care
Facility for about 16 years, Vice President of the Rawson Memorial
Library Board for 15 years, Pinney Foundation board member,
Historical Society member, Thumb 2 Cylinder Club member,
Thumb Area Antique Auto Club member, and Caro Old Engine
Club member.  He was also a member of the Cass City School
Board for 8 years and ISD board member.  Bob was chosen as
Cass City Citizen of the Year in 2005 and a Tuscola County
Shining Star in 2009.

Bob is a longtime member of Friends of the Octagon Barn
and has served on its board for many years, including two
years as President.  He started the Fall Family Days event and
served as its Chairman for 17 years.  The Thumb Octagon Barn
held a special place in Bob’s heart.  He gave many hours to its
restoration and development of the Agricultural Museum.  Bob
enjoyed woodworking and used his talent to build his home and for
many projects at the barn.  He also loved restoring antique tractors
and automobiles.  Bob was a longtime member of St. Pancratius Catholic
Church, serving as Finance Chairman, lector and communion assistant.  He was a member of Cass
City Gagetown Knights of Columbus Council #8892 and the Cass City Gavel Club. 
Bob is survived by his wife, Mary Ann; children:  MAJ Lisa Hirn, U.S. Army, of Vine Grove, KY,

Mark (Diana) Hirn of New Baltimore; grandchildren:  Katelyn and Tyler; sisters:  Gail Cooper of
Milford, Margaret (Rob) Bienenstein of Grosse Ile; brothers:  David (Chun) Hirn of North Pole,
AK, Brian (Cheryl) Hirn of Saginaw; several nieces and nephews.  

Bob was preceded in death by his son, Paul; parents, Francis and Marguerite Hirn; in-laws,
Harvey and Mildred Spiekerman.  

A funeral service was held Saturday, October 31, in Our Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius
Catholic Church with the Rev. Christian Tabares officiating.  

Interment will take place in Novesta Township Cemetery, Cass City.  
Pallbearers for Mr. Hirn: Doug Monroe, Dennis Anderson, Mike Henschell, Tom Herron, Scott

Wolfington, Kirk Winter, Martin Kubacki, Larry McCreedy, Greg Morris, Arthur Severance, and
Stuart Venema.  

Memorials may be made to United Hospice of Marlette Residence Center, Thumb Octagon Barn,
Our Lady Consolata Parish, Tuscola County Medical Care Facility, Rawson Memorial Library or
U of M ALS Clinic.  

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuner-
alhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City. 

Linda Dillon

Linda Lou Dillon, 64, of Cass City, passed away Friday, Oct. 30, 2015 at her home, after a brave
battle with pancreatic cancer. 

Linda was born Oct. 20, 1951 in Harlen, KY, the daughter of the late James and Perry (Pittman)
Massingale. 

She married Bernard John Dillon in Cass City on Dec. 4, 1971. 
She was a hard worker, who put others’ needs before her own. She became a Certified Nurses

Assistant.  She worked at Courtney Manor, Bad Axe and became union steward with SEIU, and
while working there was elected and served for 7 years on the executive board of SEIU Healthcare
Michigan. She left Courtney Manor, and was offered a full time position with the union. She was
very active with the union, working diligently to make sure the rights of workers were met, and trav-
eled with the union and only left the union when she became ill, but still worked by phone as much
as possible. 
She enjoyed football, both the Lions and U of M, boxing, fishing and hunting and most of all time

with family, especially her grandchildren, who brought so much joy to her. 
Linda is survived by her loving husband of 43 years, John, daughters, Tanya (Robert) McNeil of

Ubly and Elizabeth Dillon of Cass City; grandchildren, Nicholas, Tasha and Mikayla; and sisters,
Nora (Gordon) Frederick and Becky (the late Rick) Kingery, both of Cass City. She was prede-
ceased by a brother, James Massingale. 
Honoring Linda’s wishes, cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be held at 11 a.m.

on Sat., Nov. 7, 2015 at Our Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius Church, 4292 Seeger St., Cass
City, with the Rev. Fr. Christian Tabares as celebrant. 

Please share condolences at www.thabetfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home, Cass City. 

Jerry Greer

Jerry Conrad Greer, 79, of Cass City, formerly of Wood Dale, IL passed away as the result of an
auto accident Friday, October 2, 2015.

He was born October 30, 1935 in Altoona, PA, the son of the late Michael and Lois (Shields)
Greer. 

Jerry graduated from Williamsville High School in NY, he enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps.,
serving at Paris Island. He was then recruited to Northwestern University, and as an undergrad
played basketball, even playing against Wilt Chamberlain. He received his MBA from the
University of Illinois, then taught Jr. High and High School, then worked in Food Distribution, then
started his own construction company in Wood Dale, where he also served as Mayor (becoming the
longest serving mayor there) for 20 years. He was a member of the Moose Lodge and the Sons of
Norway. 

On Nov. 23, 2001 he married his wife Yvonne. Jerry is survived by his wife, Yvonne, daughters,
Debbie (Kurtis) Greer-Ploehn of Battle Creek, Donna Greer and Dana (Frank) Maniscalco, both of
IL, step-son, Doug (Liz) Jacobs of IL, granddaughter Jade Galinski (who lives with them) and 9
other grandchildren and one great-grandchild and a brother, Gordon Gregory Greer of MD, 
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by a granddaughter, Hannah Lynne Maniscalco and

a step-daughter, Cheryl Le Galinski.   
Cremation has taken place and a memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on Sat., Nov. 7, at Cass

City United Methodist Church, 5100 N. Cemetery Rd., Cass City. Pastor Jackie Roe will officiate.
Family and friends may start gathering at 10 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to the Cass City United Methodist Church. 
Arrangements were made by Thabet Funeral Home of Cass City.

Margaret Thane

Margaret Alberta Thane, 90, of Cass City, died Thursday, October 29, 2015 in Covenant Medical
Center Select Specialty, Saginaw.  

She was born May 24, 1925 in Kinde to Thomas and Olive (Souva) Furness.  
Margaret married Willard Eugene Thane, October 27, 1956 in Caro. He died November 18, 2007.  
Margaret moved from Wilmot to East Tawas and lived there for 26 years before returning to Caro.

She was a former member of St. Michael’s Catholic Church, where she helped with meals and
worked in its women’s groups. Margaret worked for Queensway Fashions as a retail clerk and also
at the Mill End Store in East Tawas. She enjoyed sewing, crocheting, and was an avid Bingo play-
er. Margaret was always very involved with her family, especially with her children and grandchil-
dren and their daily lives. 

Margaret is survived by her children: Donald Swalwell of Commerce Twp., Daniel Swalwell of
Davison, Gary Swalwell of Cass City, Willard (Marie) Thane of Cass City, Ivan (Sharon) Thane of
Midland; 24 grandchildren; 38 great-grandchildren; 4 great-great-grandchildren; sisters-in-law:
Treda Furness of OK,  Shirley Furness of Walled Lake;  and many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her parents; husband, Willard; son, Ronald Swalwell; step-sons:

Bruce Thane, David Thane; brothers: Cecil Furness, Bernard Furness, Willard Furness, Edwin
Furness, Alfred Furness, Thomas Furness; sisters: Elizabeth Pierce and Luetta Pierce.

Funeral services were held Monday, November 2, in Our Lady Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius
Catholic Church with the Rev. Robert Kelm officiating.  

Interment was in Elkland Township Cemetery, Cass City.  
Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund.  Family and friends may share mem-

ories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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CASS CITY SENIORS Chandler

Cryderman and Ilana Blattner

won first place and $100 during the

Pinktober Finale Talent Show with

their performance of “Just Give

Me A Reason” by Pink. 

CLOSING THE PINKTOBER FINALE celebration were area dancers
from Excel Dance Studio in Cass City.

MEDILODGE OF CASS CITY was

one of many area businesses set up

along Main Street passing out treats

to area youngsters.  Above Jessica

Parrish passes out a treat to eager

pink-or-treaters. 

Treats, talent wrap up Cass
City’s Pinktober celebration

MACKENZIE AND Tyler Healy display their rain-

bow monster and Incredible Hulk costumes during

the annual AAUW Halloween Carnival in Cass

City, which raised roughly $600, a portion of which

will be used to help fund educational programs for

the Cass City Schools.

AAUW Halloween bash
generates $600 this year

Officials with the Cass City/Thumb Area Branch of the American
Association of University Women (AAUW) reported hosting another suc-
cessful Halloween carnival Thursday at Cass City Elementary School.

“The chilling air did not interfere with this family event designed for stu-
dents 12 and under,” AAUW member Judy Brown said.  “Many students
came dressed in costume while being accompanied by parents, grandparents
and other family members.  Students had an opportunity to participate in
football, basketball, golf and a variety of other games including the Creepy
Creek.  Student participation was rewarded with sweet treats and other treas-
ures.  Many children also enjoyed colorful face painting.”

In its fifth year of partnering with the AAUW, local Boy Scouts and Cub
Scouts operated the popular spook house, according to Brown, who noted
the scouts enjoyed participating in the event.  “This (also) gives them an
opportunity to provide a service activity while generating a little revenue to
cover their costs,” she said.
“This activity is yet another example of the volunteerism that is very much

alive in Cass City,” Brown said.  “Volunteers from AAUW operated the car-
nival, while several junior and senior high school students enthusiastically
assisted in setting up and running games.  Without their assistance and the
support of the Cass City Public Schools this event would not be possible.”
Preliminary numbers revealed AAUW officials netted about $600 from the

carnival.  Proceeds from the event will be used to help fund educational pro-
grams for Cass City Public Schools, as well as the organization’s annual
paint-in held in conjunction with the Cass City Freedom Festival. 

AIDEN HIITER dressed up as a zombie doctor for

the Cass City/Thumb Branch of the American

Association of University Women (AAUW) annual

Halloween Carnival at Cass City Elementary

School.
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JAMESON MCKNIGHT, 12, of Gagetown, pic-

tured above with his parents, Todd and Rebecca

McKnight, submitted the winning poster in the

Owendale Lions Club’s search for a local nomina-

tion in the 28th annual Lions International Peace

Poster Contest.

McKnight Owendale Lions poster winner
Jameson McKnight, a seventh

grade student at Owen-Gage
Schools, has taken the first step to
becoming an internationally-recog-
nized artist by winning a local com-
petition sponsored by the Owendale
Lions Club.

McKnight’s poster was among
more than 400,000 entries submitted
worldwide in the 28th annual Lions
International Peace Poster Contest.
Lions Clubs International sponsors
the contest to emphasize the impor-
tance of world peace to young peo-

ple everywhere.
“I want the world to bind together

to have peace, so we can all live
together peacefully,” McKnight, 12,
of Gagetown, said of his poster,
which was selected by the entire
Owendale Lions Club for its origi-
nality, artistic merit and portrayal of
the contest theme, “Share Peace.”
The judging was held Oct. 19th at
Sherwood on the Hill in Gagetown.

Owendale Lions Club president
Trace Lopez said he was impressed
by the expression and creativity of
the students at Owen-Gage.

“It is obvious that these young peo-
ple have strong ideas about what
peace means to them,” he said.  “I’m
so proud that we were able to pro-
vide them with the opportunity to
share their visions.
“McKnight’s poster will advance to

face stiff competition through the
district, multiple district and interna-
tional rounds of competition if he is
to be declared the international grand
prize winner,” Lopez noted.

One grand prize winner and 23
merit award winners will be selected.
The grand prize includes a cash
award of $5,000, plus a trip for the
winner and two family members to
an awards ceremony.  The 23 merit
award winners will each receive a
certificate and a cash award of $500.

“Our club is cheering for Jameson
as his poster advances in the compe-
tition, and we hope that his vision
will ultimately be shared with others
around the world,” Lopez said.

Lions Clubs International is the
world’s largest service club organi-
zation with more than 1.4 million
members in more than 46,000 clubs
in 210 countries and geographic
areas.

Caro Community to host
its holiday bazaar Nov. 6

The 10th annual Caro Community Hospital Holiday Bazaar will be held
Friday, Nov. 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the front lobby of Caro Community
Hospital.

Vendors will showcase their crafting and baking talents in woodworking,
jewelry making, quilting, candle making, sewing, needlework, holiday dec-
orations, spice and soup mixes, and baked goods, as well as feature displays
from companies they work with such as Thirty-One Bags, Scentsy,  Origami
Owl, Norwex, Papprazzi Jewelry, Aunt Lizzie’s, etc.

The bazaar is a fundraiser, with table space fees from each crafter going to
the Caro Community Hospital Auxiliary, which uses the money to assist in
hospital projects that will benefit the patients and employees as well as the
community.
More information is available by contacting Beth Greene and Linda Kolky-

Bollon, coordinators of this event, at (989) 673-3141.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Kingston Family Practice 
DDrr.. MMeellaanniiee KKrraammeerr && EErriiccaa KKnnooeerrrr,, NNPP 

 
New Clinic Location!!! 

5854 State Street (previously Independent Bank) 
998899--668833--88006655 

 

Join us for an Open House! 
 Tuesday, November 10th   

 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.   
Enjoy tours of the clinic & light refreshments! 

CRAIG BELLEW, this year’s recipient of the Hills

and Dales General Hospital Foundation‘s Dr. H.T.

Donahue Award, is pictured above with his wife,

Mary (far right), along with family members Curt

and Connie Bellew, Fran Bellew, Derek Bellew, and

Andrew and Jessica Robbins.

Continued from page one.

Foundation honors Bellew

attendance of his brother, mom and sister during the award presentation.  He
was also able to share some stories about Dr. Donahue, as they spent some
time working together in the early years of Bellew’s career.    

The awards event featured dinner, a reverse raffle, DJ, 50/50 and more.
Winners of the reverse raffle were Julia Robbins, Mary Bellew and Joe
Nicholl, according to Blaine, who explained the dinner gives the Hills and
Dales Foundation an opportunity to say thank you to all those people who
have supported its fundraising efforts throughout the year, and to also show
where the foundation money is spent.  

“This is just one way we can show our appreciation to our donors,” Blaine
added.  “We are given so much support throughout the year and we want our
donors to know we are very grateful.”

 
Join us for our  
Cancer Support Group 
 
Wednesday, November 11, 2015 
4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 
Hills & Dales General Hospital, Cass City  

      Light refreshments provided 
 

Speaker for November:  Don Wojewoda, Motivational Speaker. 
As a counselor & social worker, Don enjoys helping people create 

balance emotionally, physically, mentally and spiritually 

Hills & Dales General Hospital is pleased to offer a  
Cancer Support Group for the tri-county area.   

Everyone is welcome;  survivors, caregivers, friends & family. 
 

For more information or questions, please contact Deb at 989-673-4999  
or the Social Worker at 989-912-6319. You can also visit us at www.hdghmi.com. 

CASS CITY HIGH School agriscience students are raising broiler chickens

that will eventually be processed, with half donated to Revive Ministries and

the other half made available for sale to the community.  Pictured above are

(front row, from left) teacher Russell Weyer, Bailey Autry, Gabby Romain,

Curry Regnier, (second row) Christian Mellendorf, Kate Stimpfel, (third row)

Jesse Goniwicha, Alyssa Sangster and Kayla Woodruff, (fourth row) Brad

Baker, Jillian Erla and (in back) Addy Battel. (Photo courtesy of Sue Stuever

Battel)  

Cass City FFA still “Meating the Need”
The Cass City Future Farmers of

America (FFA) chapter is wrapping
up its “Meating the Need for Our
Village” project for 2015.

Students are writing a grant applica-
tion to the National FFA organization
in hopes of getting money from its
sponsors to repeat the project again
in 2016.

In the meantime, Cass City High
School agriscience students are rais-
ing broiler chickens in the school
barn.  Two FFA members are also
raising birds at their home farms to
donate.  As students learn about ani-
mal care and experiment with feed
rations, teams will be participating in
a statewide poultry contest with their
best birds.

Once the meat chickens are
processed, half will be donated to the
Revive Ministries Food Pantry as
part of the local FFA chapter’s
Meating the Need for Our Village
project.  The remaining birds will be
made available for sale to communi-
ty members who wish to order cus-
tom-raised birds for $10 each.

Residents interested in placing an
order may do so by contacting Cass
City High School agriscience teacher
and FFA Advisor Russell Weyer at
(989) 872-2148 (ext. 3305) or via
email at
rweyer@casscityschools.org.

MEETING TO DISCUSS plans for next year’s

“Meating the Need for Our Village” project recently

were (from left) Russell Weyer, Cass City High School

agriscience teacher and local FFA advisor; FFA mem-

bers Kristen Bradley, Pearl Daskam and Addy Battel;

and Revive Ministries Food Pantry Coordinator Gail

Tuckey. (Photo courtesy of Sue Stuever Battel)
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