
Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge Amy Grace Gierhart has been named
the county’s chief judge for 2016-17.
For a third consecutive two-year term, Tuscola County’s entire judicial sys-

tem will be led by a single chief judge, who will oversee the 54th Circuit,
Tuscola County Probate
Court and 71-B District
Court, according to
Adam D. Pavlik, circuit
court administrator,
who noted the appoint-
ment was recently
announced in a
Michigan Supreme
Court order.

District Court Judge
Kim D. Glaspie previ-
ously served as Tuscola
County’s chief judge.

“I am excited to take
up this new responsibil-
ity,” Gierhart said.  “I
feel as though the time
is now.  I ran my own
law practice for over 15
years, so I know I have
the administrative and
business skills that are

needed to succeed in this role.  I also practiced extensively in both of
Tuscola County’s (criminal) courts and courts in other jurisdictions, so I
have a broad array of practices to which I can compare ours.
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School officials
outline contract
proposal details

Time capsule sealed in
Monday night ceremony

Council hires new WWTP Supt.

Here’s your (speed) sign…

TUSCOLA COUNTY Undersheriff Glen Skrent

stands in front of a radar display trailer now in use

by the department.  “The trailer displays the

approaching vehicle speed. It has warning lights for

speeds over the posted speed limit. It also records

speeds to be used for traffic safety studies,”

explained Skrent, who said a grant covered the

lion’s share of the $10,500 price tag. “We often

receive citizen complaints of speeding in their

neighborhood. We can set this trailer up in those

targeted areas,” he added.  “Traffic engineers call

this a ‘calming effect’. This increases safety not

only for motorists but pedestrians and (bicyclists)

also.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Huron County man died in a single-vehicle traffic accident last week on
Port Austin Road (M-25) in Hume Township.

“Preliminary investigation is indicating that the 30 year old driver and sole
occupant was westbound when apparently the driver’s rear tire blew, caus-
ing his Lincoln passenger vehicle to lose control and impact with trees on
the north side shoulder,” said Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson, who
later identified the victim as Jason R. Ezell.

“It is not known exactly when it occurred because a passerby came across
the accident,” Hanson added, noting deputies were dispatched to the scene
shortly after midnight Thursday.
Port Austin fire fighters freed the victim from the wreckage.  Ezell was not

wearing a seatbelt, according to reports, which state he was pronounced
dead at the scene by a Huron County Medical Examiner’s Office investiga-
tor.

“Accident investigators from our office responded and processed the
scene,” Hanson said.  “The investigation continues.”

Thumb Ambulance Service and victim advocates from the Huron County
Sheriff’s Department assisted deputies.

KENNA NYE, A Cass City High School sophomore (seated in cart above)

recently accomplished what no other youth has – capturing back-to-back

Youth Cart Class titles during the World Clydesdale Show earlier this month

in London, Ontario, Canada.  She also earned a second-place ribbon in the Sr.

Youth Team competition.

Huron Co. man dies in crash

Gierhart named new
chief judge in county

The Honorable Amy Grace Gierhart

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City teen wins back-to-back
titles in world Clydesdale contest

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

While many of her classmates may
not have been thrilled to face the
start of another school year, Kenna
Nye might view the daily grind of
classes and homework as a vacation
compared to the schedule she keeps
during the summer months.

Nye spends her vacation caring for
and competing with Clydesdales
raised by her grandparents, Harrison
residents Glen and Pat Perkins.  Nye
is just 15, but the Cass City High
School sophomore is already a sea-
soned competitor at the state, nation-
al and world class levels.

In fact, she recently brought home
the first place ribbon in the Sr. Youth
Cart Class at the third annual World
Clydesdale Show in London,
Ontario, Canada, where she compet-
ed against roughly 40 other youths
ages 15 to 18.

The world class show is held every
four years, and Nye’s performance
earlier this month gave her some-
thing no other competitor in her age
division has ever accomplished –
back to back titles – she took first in
the Youth Cart Driving Class (for
competitors ages 10 to 18) in the last
world competition four years ago in
Madison, Wis.

“It was more of a challenge this
year.  The kids I competed against
were really good,” Nye said.

The competition involves youths
riding a cart pulled by a single horse,
according to Nye, the daughter of
Gary and Christie Nye of Cass City,
who explained judges critique the
rider’s ability while having their
horse walk, trot and reverse direc-
tion.

It’s a challenge compared to work-
ing with smaller breeds such as quar-
ter horses, she acknowledged.  “I
think it takes a lot more strength to
do something like this (because of)
the power they have,” she said.

“When you get up into (competing
with) multiple horses, it’s more
about getting the horses to work
together as a pair,” added Christie
Nye.

The Clydesdale is a breed of draft
horse derived from the farm horses
of Clydesdale, Scotland, and named
after that region.  The breed, origi-
nally one of the smaller breeds of
draft horses, has evolved over the
years, today standing at an impres-
sive 16 to 18 hands high (64 to 72)
inches and weighing 1,800 to 2,000
pounds or more.  Another unique
characteristic is the extensive white
feathering on their lower legs.

In addition to the cart classes, Nye
participates in a number of competi-
tions at Clydesdale shows, including
junior judging (in which youth try
their hand at judging competitors,
and then have their critiques com-
pared to that of a professional judge),
senior showmanship (leading horses

with a halter and setting the animals
in the proper stance in front of the
judges), and decorating (basically
involving the skills of preparing a
horse for competition, including
grooming and braiding the mane and
tail).

Nye also competes in the horse
team competitions, but she isn’t
alone – both her mom and grand-
mother also participate in showing
Clydesdales each summer.

“We compete in everything from
the single horse up to the eight-horse

hitch classes,” noted Christie, whose
parents established Glenview
Clydesdales – a favorite among
Freedom Festival Parade goers in
Cass City every year – back in 1997.

“My dad’s a very compassionate
man, and he saw a couple
(Clydesdales) that he felt needed res-
cuing.  And then two grew into two
more, and two more,” she recalled,
adding today her parents have 28 of
the majestic horses.

Kenna, the second oldest of the
Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 16.

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials took the gloves off Monday in their effort to
negotiate a new contract with the local teachers union, a process that’s been
underway since last spring and still hasn’t netted a labor agreement accept-
able to both sides.

In an unusual move during a monthly school board meeting – in open ses-
sion — Cass City Board of Education President Alice Zaleski outlined spe-
cific items in the school bargaining team’s offer.
Zaleski offered a list of nearly a dozen concessions she said school officials

have offered – but union bargainers have declined to accept – including a

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

A crowd spilling out into the halls of the Cass City Municipal Building
Monday was on hand to take part in the Cass City Time Capsule Sealing and
Committal Ceremony that preceded the regular meeting of the village coun-
cil.

The event was organized in conjunction with the local 150th anniversary
celebration.  Time Capsule Committee Chairman Nancy Barrios led the
gathering that included remarks from village leaders Carl Palmateer, Joe
Merchant and others before locking the wooden box – made by village res-
ident Dan Weiss – in the vault located inside the building at 6506 Main St.
for the next 50 years.
Also taking part in the ceremony were several “junior time capsule ambas-

sadors.” Barrios says the area youths will be invited back in the year 2065
to unseal the container, which is packed full of memorabilia from the area,
along with a letter from President Obama. Among the children selected to
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS Council 8892 recently organized a 5K-

Run/Mile-walk fundraiser for Revive Ministries of Cass City and St. Agatha

Food Pantry of Gagetown.  The group raised $3,500 from event sponsors, run-

ners and walkers.  In the top photo (left to right) Revive Ministries represen-

tatives Rob Sangster, Jaime Fritz and Gail Tuckey are pictured accepting a

check from Dale Churchill, event chairman, and Grand Knight Rodney

Mazure.  Above, accepting a check for the St. Agatha Food Pantry are (in the

middle) Regina Salcido and Edna Kujawski from Treasurer Dave Barrios and

Mazure.

The former Ginger Michelle Elrod
and Gary Duane Perry, both of Cass
City, were married November 3,
1990, at the Novesta Church of
Christ in Cass City. Rev. Charles
Emmert performed the ceremony. 

The couple have 2 children,
Rebecca Linn (Zach) Monsue, White
Bluff, TN and Eric Scott Perry of
Charlotte, TN. 
The Perrys now reside in Charlotte,

TN. 

Perrys celebrate 
25th anniversary

Ginger and

Gary Perry

Now & Then

return to uncap the capsule are Ethan
Westendorf, Zack Jammer, Dalton
Forster, Rodney Barrios, Huge
Walker, Lukas Sheridan, Jacob
Palmateer, Elizabeth Marr and Victor
Marr.

Turning to the council meeting, a
pair of short public hearings kicked
off Monday’s session, paving the
way to establish an Industrial
Development District for Walbro
LLC, which is required to award the
Cass City manufacturer an Industrial
Facilities Exemption.

Walbro employee Shelli Herford
attended the proceeding and
informed the council that the 50 per-
cent tax abatement on village taxes–
for a period of 12 years – will allow
Walbro to invest $675,000 in new
machinery that will increase the
company’s customer base and sales,
while creating two new jobs.

Trustee Steve Erickson backed the
request, saying the tax relief is one
key to helping companies expand
and grow. His fellow trustees agreed
and the motion for reduced taxes was
quickly approved.

In other business, Cass City offi-
cials introduced new Wastewater
Treatment Plant Superintendent
Dennis McCabe to the small group
that remained in attendance during
the monthly meeting. McCabe
replaces former Supt. Rick Mohr and
will start his new role Nov. 2.
McCabe has been with the city of
Bad Axe Wastewater Treatment
Plant for the last 12 years as its
working foreman. The Kinde resi-
dent has a Bachelor of Business
Administration Degree from
Saginaw Valley State University and
a MDEQ Class B Wastewater
Certification.
Also Monday, the council:
*Heard that the local Pinkober cam-

paign – spearheaded by Joey
Kreeger - has raised an estimated
$10,000 during the month during
activities that have included the third
annual Elkland Township Cemetery
Walk as well as the pink party tickets
and bake sales to assist Thumb fam-
ilies affected by cancer.

*Accepted the financial statements
ending Sept. 30, showing a cash bal-
ance of $1,886,291.

McCabe new

WWTP Supt.
Continued from page one.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Growing Up

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

ups go to the store with a list and spend a considerable
amount of time contemplating produce and whether
organic really is worth the extra money.

Grown-ups keep an accurate budget of spending and
income. Adults say, “Budge-what?”

Adulthood is awarded to you on your eighteenth birth-
day. Growing up is a process. For some of us, it is a
never-ending one. I’ve always said, “Growing up is real-
izing there is no such thing.” If this is true, none of us will
ever be completely done growing up. I kind of like that
thought.

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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Blowing out 18 candles on your birthday cake is a
huge milestone. It happens in an instant. You are an
adult! As such, you can vote and get married. You can
serve in the military, get a tattoo, go to a casino, donate
blood and get called for jury duty. You can even win the
lottery (because you are finally old enough to buy a
ticket).

Even though you can do all these things (and more)
being 18 does not make you a grown-up.

I’ve witnessed this firsthand with some of my own
kids. They are young adults and independent in so many
ways but they are not yet grown-ups because being an
adult and being a grown-up are two different things.
One is immediate and automatic, the other is not.

A grown-up has the ability to discern a running toilet
from anywhere in the house. This is accompanied by
the inability to ignore a running toilet from anywhere in
the house – even and especially at 2:00 a.m. An adult
flushes and doesn’t give it a second thought or listen.

When you are an adult, you eat when you are hungry,
whatever time of the day (or night) that might be – even
and especially at 2:00 a.m. When you are a grown-up
you anticipate other people’s hunger more than your
own.

When a grown-up sees a police car in the rearview
mirror he experiences a sense of security. An adult
breaks out in a sweat and hopes he wasn’t speeding –
again.

Adults have been known to lie about their age by
increasing it. Grown-ups have been known to lie about
their age by decreasing it.

Adults pay the rent; grown-ups pay the mortgage.
Adults have jobs; grown-ups have careers. Adults stay
up way past midnight; grown-ups attempt to stay up
past midnight when they are waiting for their adults to
return home. Adults wake up late on a Saturday morn-
ing; it’s the perfect time to catch up on sleep. Grown-
ups see the weekend as a perfect time to catch up on
some yard work.

Grown-ups cut the cheddar on the cutting board.
Adults cut the cheese wherever they can. Grown-ups
secure the bread bag with the twist tie after making a
sandwich. Adults aren’t aware there is an actual purpose
for a twist tie.

Adults put their dirty dishes in the sink. Grown-ups
rinse their own dishes along with whatever other dishes
adults have left in the sink, put them in the dishwasher,
run the dishwasher and return two hours later to unload
it.

When you are an adult, the best part of the holidays is
getting presents. When you are a grown-up, the best
part is giving them.

Adults do not consider it out of the ordinary to watch
an entire season of “The Walking Dead” on Netflix in
one day. Grown-ups watch one episode each week.
They are aware there is a way to buzz through commer-
cials, but that seems like a lot of work.

Adults run to the grocery store to grab something for
dinner – usually from the frozen foods section. Grown-

Change batteries in
CO, smoke alarms
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Jodi Fetting, Tuscola County clerk, wants to let everyone
know that county officials have launched something new
and exciting for area voters.

“A voter can sign-up through our website to have an
email sent to them
when there is an upcoming election happening in Tuscola
County.  A
reminder email will be sent approximately two weeks
ahead of the
election and then a second reminder email will be sent the
day before
the election,” explained Fetting, who noted it’s very sim-
ple for residents to sign up for this added service.
Just visit www.tuscolacounty.org/elections.  Enter your

email address
and that is it.  The reminders will be sent automatically.
Voters will
also receive notification when results are available on
election
night.

With everyone’s busy schedules, the email sent two
weeks ahead of time
will allow time for a voter to request an absentee ballot if
they
qualify to receive one.  It also provides a reminder the day
before to
allow for residents to look at the ballot one last time prior
to entering
the polls.  Sample Ballots can also be found at www.tus-
colacounty.org/elections.

**********

I’m not much of a baseball fan, but I’ll be cheering for
Kansas City to capture the 2015 World Series crown.

I have a little connection with the Royals, having visited
Kauffman Stadium in the mid-1980s when I took a road
trip to help Cass City High School and Central Michigan
University grad Rod Hutchinson relocate after accepting
a position with Kansas City Power and Light Company.
Rod must have liked the move as he recently retired from

the Missouri utility business.

**********

Cass City’s time capsule was put to bed Monday night –
for the next 50 years – during a special ceremony that pre-
ceded the local village council meeting. On hand to help
with the service were Time Capsule Committee members
Jeff Hartel, Kate Van Auken, Jenny Zawilinski, Marilyn
Biefer, Steve Erickson and Nancy Barrios.

Job well done, folks. 

**********

The villages of Cass City, Mayville and Millington have
been selected to be locations for a pilot program for recy-
cling centers. The program is funded by the Michigan
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ).
Collections will start the week of Oct. 30 in Cass City in
the parking lot behind the municipal building from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m.  There will be no collection during inclement
weather and on holidays.

No need to fret, says Cass City Village Manager Peter
Cristiano, who reports local residents will still have regu-
lar curb-side recycling as part of the rubbish collection.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
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Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
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birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

As you set clocks back one hour and “fall back” to day-
light saving time this weekend, adopt the life-saving habit
of also changing the batteries in your smoke alarms and
carbon monoxide alarms.

Eastern Standard Time officially begins Sunday, Nov. 1,
at 2 a.m.

The risk of dying in a house fire is cut in half in homes
with working smoke alarms, according to Michigan State
Fire Marshal Richard Miller. “Install smoke alarms on
every level of the home, in every bedroom and in the base-
ment.  And make sure they work,” Miller says.  “Smoke
alarms usually fail because of missing, disconnected, or
dead batteries.”

A report issued by the National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA) indicates that in 2007-2011, three out
of five house fire deaths resulted from fires in homes with-
out working smoke alarms.

The importance of working smoke alarms can’t be
overemphasized because their early warning of danger
provides lifesaving seconds to escape, particularly for
children and senior citizens who are most at risk and need
extra seconds to get out safely.

According to Miller, the peak time for home fire fatalities
is between 10 p.m. and 7 a.m. when residents are typically
sleeping.   An average of three children per day die in
home fires and 80 percent of those occur in homes without
working smoke alarms.  Children are at an increased risk
of dying in a home fire because they can become scared
and confused when a fire erupts.

Families are encouraged to practice two ways to get out
of the house in case of fire.  An escape plan is vital because
fire is unpredictable and moves quickly – in as little as
three minutes, a home can become engulfed in flames.

Conduct fire drills at least a couple times each year and
make sure every family member understands the escape
plan and the importance of crawling low, below the dan-
gerously thick smoke and intense heat created by fire. 
Have a designated meeting place outside your home, and

never – never – go back into a burning home.
Carbon monoxide poisoning is another major concern,

especially with the cold weather and heating season here.
Carbon monoxide is difficult to detect, however, carbon

monoxide poisoning is completely preventable. And now is
the best time to ensure that furnaces and water heaters are
working properly, and that carbon monoxide detectors are
installed and have fresh batteries.

Michigan’s carbon monoxide poisoning tracking system
found 34 unintentional deaths and 789 non-fatal uninten-
tional carbon monoxide poisonings in Michigan in 2013,
the most recent year of complete data. Faulty furnaces and
water heaters were the most common cause of the poison-
ings.

Carbon monoxide is an odorless, colorless, and tasteless
gas that kills more than 500 Americans each year. It is pro-
duced by all fuel-burning devices. The warning signs of
carbon monoxide poisoning include flu-like symptoms
such as headache, nausea, vomiting, dizziness, drowsiness,
and confusion.

Never use generators, grills, camp stoves, or other fuel-
burning devices inside your home, basement, or garage. If
you use a generator, be sure it is located outside at least 25
feet away from your home. Also, park your car outside
while it is warming — never in the garage. Running a car
in an enclosed garage can create deadly levels of carbon
monoxide in minutes.

For all Americans, especially veterans, Veterans Day
serves as an important reminder of the millions of
courageous men and women who valiantly served their
country.

Most Americans profess to truly love our veterans,
especially at gatherings, parades, etc.  And while their
feelings are sincere, it is important to remember that
veterans are defending us 365 days a year.
The heroism that has been demonstrated time and time

again by veterans from the American Revolution to the
war on terrorism is sometimes unnoticed by those of us
who enjoy the security that their sacrifice has provided.

Our debt to these heroes can never be repaid, but our

Our debt to nation’s
vets can’t be repaid

No other song will bring tears more quickly to an
American’s eyes than TAPS.  Although it is a simple
tune, the haunting notes inspire awe and respect as a
hero is laid to rest.

The first time I was called on to play TAPS at a mili-
tary funeral was as an eleventh grade band student.  I
was happy to oblige, as it meant an afternoon of miss-
ing class.  My band director felt that I would do a decent
job and if I remember correctly, I did okay.  Mr.
Zuercher also mentioned that I’d get extra credit -
which I usually needed.
As an adult I received an occasional call to pay tribute

to a fallen veteran.  Sometimes years would pass before

TAPS haunting notes
inspire awe, respect

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Gregory V. Davis, 56, Caro, was
sentenced to 180 days in the county
jail (deferred on a month-to-month
basis) and 60 months probation fol-
lowing his plea of guilty to operating
a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
July 11 in Almer Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

In addition to jail time and proba-
tion, he was ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,258.

*Rodric L. Huffman, 53, Marlette,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, July 21 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Rachelle L. Neal, 35, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to a charge of conspir-
acy to deliver/manufacture metham-
phetamine/Ecstasy between Dec. 23,
2014 and June 30, 2015 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$20,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-

iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Nicholas A. Scott, 21, Fostoria,
was sentenced to 93 days in jail
(deferred for one year) and 12
months probation following his pleas
of guilty to charges of interfering
with electronic communications, and
assault or assault and battery June 12
in Watertown Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,408 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Raymond K. Baker, 44, Caro,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, July 28 in Caro

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Christopher L. Ulin, 31,
Unionville, pleaded no contest to
two counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer and one
count of domestic violence Aug. 30
in Unionville.  He was also convict-
ed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
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*Doris A. Mosher, 23, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
retail fraud, second degree, and one
count each of being a prisoner in
possession of contraband, being a
prisoner in possession of a cell-
phone, attempted stealing/retaining a
financial transaction device without
consent of the device-holder, and
possession of marijuana between
Aug. 7 and Aug. 10 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Lekai R. Spencer, 24, Detroit, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail and 24
months probation following pleas of
no contest to home invasion and
unlawfully driving away an automo-
bile May 25 in Ellington Township.
The defendant was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).
In addition to jail time, Spencer was

ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,576 plus attorneys fees of
$500 and restitution of $5,370.

*Josue M. Perez, 33, Vassar, was
sentenced to 93 days in jail (delayed)
and 12 months probation following
his pleas of no contest to charges of
carrying a weapon with unlawful
intent, assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault), domestic
violence, and malicious destruction
of property totaling less than $200
July 26 in Tuscola Township.

Perez was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,826 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Zachary J. Bearinger, 20, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail fol-
lowing his conviction on a charge of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer July 2 in Caro.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,008 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*King Whiplash, 28, Reese,
received a six-month delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no con-
test to assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer June 21
in Reese.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $798 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

TWO REESE TEENS were injured when their vehicle collided with a semi-

truck hauling milk last week in Juniata Township.  Tuscola County Sheriff’s

deputies responded to the scene – Dixon and Higgins roads – Tuesday shortly

after noon and found that a westbound vehicle driven by an 18-year-old

female had failed to stop for a stop sign at the intersection and struck the

northbound truck.  She and a 16-year-old female passenger were transported

to a Saginaw hospital for treatment.  The truck driver, a 36-year-old female

from Sandusky, was not hurt.  The names of the occupants were not released.
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I tease my wife frequently about being a big nag, but she and my
grown children will tell you (with pleasure) that I’m the biggest nag
in the house.

They’re right, but I like to think of myself as being a good
“reminder”.
It can be a bad habit, but not when it comes to protecting your loved

ones from breast cancer.
Area residents have been hearing plenty about October’s designation

as Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  If you’ve passed through Cass
City lately, no doubt you’ve seen large pink ribbons and business
window displays of all kinds promoting awareness during the com-
munity’s annual Pinktober celebration to raise funds for the American
Cancer Society.
The effort will also hopefully serve as a reminder that a diagnosis of

this horrible disease doesn’t have to be a death sentence.  Far from it.
But it takes a proactive approach to beat this killer, something many

area residents know firsthand.  Countless others have also experi-
enced the dread of hearing the word “cancer” — after all, how many
of us haven’t been touched in some way by breast cancer, whether it
involved a mom or grandmother, a sister or niece, or a close friend?

Experts say breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer
deaths and is the most frequently diagnosed cancer.  In 2012, nearly
7,600 women in Michigan were newly diagnosed with invasive
breast cancer, and 1,384 women died of the disease in 2013.
The American Cancer Society estimates that 231,840 women will be

diagnosed with invasive breast cancer and 40,290 will die of the dis-
ease in this country in 2015.

Although breast cancer claims thousands of lives each year, many
women survive.

Just ask my mom.
I was 16 when she was diagnosed with breast cancer.  She spent her

40th birthday in a hospital bed after surgeons removed her left breast.
It was a devastating experience for her.

But that was 37 years ago.  At the end of August, mom celebrated
her 77th birthday.

Doctors say early detection is the key to survival.  With regular
screening, breast cancer is more likely to be detected at an earlier
stage, when it is most treatable.  The five-year survival rate among
women whose breast cancer has not spread beyond the breast at the
time of diagnosis is 99 percent.

Now, I’ll be the first to say breast cancer isn’t the easiest topic for a
man to bring up with the women in his life.  But any discomfort you
might feel simply doesn’t compare to the dread of having to schedule
an appointment with an oncologist.  Or sit in a hospital waiting room
while someone close to you is undergoing a mastectomy.

Like I said, it’s all about early detection.
So go ahead, guys, remind your wife, your daughters, your mother

and your sisters about the importance of doing monthly breast self-
exams, scheduling an annual clinical exam by their health care
provider, and getting a mammogram every year if they’re over the
age of 40.
And then, remind them again.
Do whatever it takes to prevent your loved ones from becoming

another statistic in a book that might be quite a bit thinner if we all
did a little more nagging.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Nag the women in
your life this month

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

5 YEARS AGO (2010)
Mitchel LaPratt has been named

Owendale-Gagetown School’s
“Senior Student of the Month” for
October. LaPratt has been very
active in school activities during
high school.  During high school,
LaPratt has served as class treasurer
his freshman year, class secretary his
sophomore year, and has been his
class president the past 2 years. He
was a member of the E.P.I.C.S. pro-
gram at Owen-Gage as a sophomore.
As a junior, he served on the prom
committee. He has been a class rep-
resentative each year for homecom-
ing and was recently named the 2010
homecoming king. LaPratt has been
a staff member of the school’s news-
paper/yearbook/web page staff the
past 2 years and currently serves as
the editor of the school’s newspaper.
As a senior, he is a member of the 3.0
Club. LaPratt has been a member of
the Owendale United Methodist
Church Youth Group all 4 years of
high school. In his spare time, he
also enjoys hunting. LaPratt is the
son of Scott and Tena LaPratt of
Cass City. He plans to attend Delta
College, then transfer to Ferris State
University and eventually to Wayne
State University. He hopes to
become a funeral director.  

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Army Reserve Sgt. Jose M. Garcia

was honored at a special Welcome
Home Warrior Citizen Award cere-
mony in recognition of the soldier’s
personal sacrifice, exceptional duty
performance, and honorable service
in support of Operation Iraqi
Freedom in Iraq and Operation
Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.
The reservist is assigned to the 88th
Regional Readiness Command head-
quartered at Fort Snelling,
Minneapolis, Minn. He is a member
of the 323rd Combat Support
Hospital, Southfield. Garcia, a men-
tal health specialist, is the son of
Lazaro Garcia of Edinburg, Texas.
His wife, Febe, is the daughter of
Robert C. and Carmen Lopez of W.
Washington St., Snover.

Cassandra D. Plowman has been
named Owendale-Gagetown
School’s “Senior Student of the
Month” for October. Plowman has
been on the honor roll all 4 years of
high school and has been a member
of the 3.0 Honors Club since her jun-
ior year. As a freshman, she was cho-
sen as one of her class representa-
tives for the homecoming court. Her
senior year, she was one of the 4 sen-
ior girls nominated to vie for home-
coming queen. Plowman has been a
member of the school’s newspaper
yearbook staff the past 2 years and
has also served as the newspaper’s
co-editor her junior and senior years.
She also was named a “focus” stu-
dent her sophomore and junior years.
Plowman is the daughter of Jennifer
Guinn of Gagetown and Bradley
Plowman of Fairgrove. Her future
plans are to attend Michigan State
University to become a veterinarian
or a zoologist.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Cass City BPW Club President
Clara Gaffney recently presented
engraved serving trays to Geraldine
Fischer and Leota Anthes, the club’s
1990 “Women of the Year.”
The Happy Dozen Euchre Club met

at the Franklin Inn in Bad Axe
Thursday for dinner in honor of Mr.
and Mrs. Gerald Wills’ 50th wedding
anniversary. After dinner the group
went to the home of Mr. and Mrs,
Dale Hind where cards were played.
High prizes were won by Gerald
Wills and Mrs. Tony Cieslinski. Low
prizes were won by Bryce Hagen
and Reva Silver. Mrs. Gerald Wills
won the traveling prize. Mrs. Kind
served a lunch and anniversary cake
and ice cream.

Cass City village officials recently
installed a plaque at the village park
in recognition of the Robert G. Orr
family, which was instrumental in
the creation of the 70-acre recre-
ational complex. According to offi-
cials, the park’s beginnings date back
to 1889, when the fairgrounds prop-
erty (20 acres) was purchased by the
village from Robert G. Orr. The land
served as the site of the football
field, track, tennis courts and munic-
ipal buildings. Nearly 80 years later,
“Orrs Woods” (22 acres), Rawson
building, walking trail and the sled-
ding hill, was purchased by the vil-
lage from Robert G. Orr’s son,
Morton H. Orr, and his wife, Lottie
B. Orr. Another 26.4 acres, sold to
the village in 1972 by Morton H. and
Lottie B. Orr’s daughter, Winnifred
M. (Orr) Bauman, served as site of
the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool
and lighted softball diamonds. The
final 1.6 acres of the Orr farm,
including the original homestead,
was purchased by the village in 1982
from Winnifred M, (Orr) Baurnan

and serves as a future municipal
building.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  
Miss Agnes Milligan, Mrs. Loraine

Donnelly, Mrs. Marie Roch and Mrs.
Esther McCullough traveled by
Delta Coachline to Toronto, Ont.,
Thursday where they spent four
days. They arrived home Sunday
night.

The following students have been
named to the first marking period
honor roll at Evergreen Elementary
School: Fifth grade — Kristy
Marshall, Cathy McNulty. Raquel
Rockwell and Dean Whittaker (all
A’s). Sixth grade — Scott Wright,
David Steely, Wendy Smith and
Randy Izydorek. 

The following students have been
named to the first marking period
fifth grade honor roll at Deford
Elementary School: Vickey
Englehart, Timothy Mozden, Krista
Nurnberger, Stacey Patera, Raymond
Stachura (all A’s) and Julie Wrona.

Two-year-old Brad Whittington
doesn’t have to wait for a visit from
the Great Pumpkin. He has his own,
grown by his parents, Don and Tracy
Whittington of Englehart Road, Cass
City. The biggest weighs 111
pounds.

Co-Thumb B Association
Champions Cass City placed six
players on the all-conference squad
selected Monday night by coaches in
the league. On defense Tim Sontag
was the leading vote getter and was
named the defensive captain. The
second Hawk named to the defensive
first team was Randy Severance at
linebacker. Earning second team
births were Jim Adkins and Chuck
Erla in the line and Shawn Papp at
linebacker. Honorable mention on
defense went to Randy Stine. On
offense, Bob Leslie, end; Clayton
Harmer, guard; Brian deBeaubien,
quarterback, and Rob Sawdon, back,
were first team selections. Second
team honors went to Dave
Osentoski, guard; Dave Whittaker,
tackle, and Terry Sweeney, center.
Honorable mention honors were
earned by Scott Stine and Phil
Zawilinski.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Brownie Scout Troop 641 met

Wednesday, Oct. 8, and Marsha
Lopez, Kim Wildman and Lora
Dunn were invested into the troop.
The troop has two new leaders.
Sharon Rockefeller is leader, assist-
ed by Mary Ann Goslin. They were
pinned by their daughters, Carla
Rockefeller and Karen Goslin.
Brownies and their leaders took a
nature hike. They gathered wild
flowers and weeds. Mrs. Rockefeller
showed them how to arrange and
paint them. Refreshments were fur-
nished by Marsha Lopez and the
meeting closed with a friendship cir-
cle and singing songs.

John Thybault, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Thybault of Gagetown, has
been selected to receive the DAR
Good Citizenship Award for the
1975-76 school year, Owen-Gage
School officials announced this
week. The award is presented annu-
ally by the Ezra Parker Chapter of
the DAR. Thybault participates in
football, basketball and track, is a
member of the varsity club and was
president of his Sophomore and
Junior class. He is president of the
student council and last summer was
sponsored to Wolverine Boys’ State
by the American Legion of
Sebewaing, Owendale Lions Club
and the Gagetown Athletic Club. The
award is based on qualities of
dependability, service, leadership
and patriotism.
The possibility of using wind power

to generate electrical energy will be
studied in Michigan by four
Michigan State University
researchers who have been awarded
one of the first National Science
Foundation grants for such a project.
The studies will be made at Hart,
located between Muskegon and
Ludington, which is in a high wind
energy area near Lake Michigan.
Hart, a community of 2,000, has its
own municipal power plant and is
ideally located to take advantage of
winds averaging more than 13 m.p.h.
The MSU Researchers, headed by
Dr. Jes Asmussen, professor of elec-
trical engineering, will not build any
windmills but will conduct detailed
studies on the possible use of such
energy in the community. 

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

General Cable Corp. General
Manager William Leverich presents
United Fund collector Pat Martin
with a check for $1,000, making the
company the largest single contribu-
tor so far this year. Willis Campbell,
UF general chairman, reports that 40
solicitors have reported so far and
that contributions are about the same

as last year. Campbell predicts that
the goal of $6,500 will be reached by
the end of the week.

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Johnson are the
parents of a daughter, Perri Lynn,
born Oct. 26 in Carson City
Osteopathic Hospital, Carson City.
The baby weighed six pounds, 10 1/2
ounces. Mrs. Johnson expects to
return to her home Friday.

Six Cass City area women are
expected to take part in two Girl
Scout workshops to be held in
November in Bad Axe and Bay City.
Mrs. Patrick Rabideau, Cadette
leader and troop counselor, will
attend a workshop on the Cadette
program to be held Tuesday, Nov. 2,
at the First Presbyterian Church in
Bay City from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Badges, troop government, program
planning and Cadette Challenges
will be discussed. Five other women
will be attending a basic leadership
workshop to be held in three sessions
at Bad Axe. Slated to attend the ses-
sion, according to Mrs. K. I.
MacRae, neighborhood chairman,
are Mrs. Howard Bacon, Mrs. Arie
VanderMeer and Mrs. Dwaine
Peters, all of Cass City, and Mrs.
John Laszlo and Mrs. Harold
Deering, both of Deford. 

Although Frankenmuth had little
trouble rolling over Cass City Friday,
it wasn’t the fault of Duane DeLong.
Coach John Bifoss picked the senior
linesman as his player of the week
for the Hawks. DeLong will have
earned his second letter in football at
the end of this season. He plays
offensive center and defensive end
The Hawk gridder is a three-sport
man at Cass City. As a Junior he
earned letters in basketball and base-
ball last year. He is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. Don DeLong.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)
Sixty-five key workers of the

Tuscola County Chapter of the
American Red Cross gathered at the
Hotel Montague at Caro Friday
evening to attend a dinner and hear
addresses by Red Cross officials.
The group were welcomed by
Village President A. R. Meredith and
the response was made by J. Ivan
Niergarth of Cass City, vice chair-
man of the county chapter. Guy W.
Landon, chapter chairman, presided.

Within the past week, the first
cement was poured for the abut-
ments of a new Cass River bridge on
M-85 at Caro. The contractor,
Andrew T. Barnes, of Cass City, says
that besides the two abutments, six
piers rising 21 feet or more from the
river bed, are required to carry the
structure. The [bridge will have a 40-
foot roadway and specifications call
for reinforced concrete and steel. Mr.
Barnes’ bid on the project was
$73,319.18. It is to be completed by
July 1.

E. B. Schwaderer, Cass City con-
tractor, who with the H. L. Prisinger
Construction Company of Ann
Arbor, is building three miles of
four-lane highway at Fort Custer, has
the work half completed. This is the
first military highway to be built
under the new National 1 Defense
program.
Dr. Grey F. Lenzner of Bad Axe son

of Franklin Lenzner, of Cass City
and Miss Laura Louise Jaus, daugh-
ter of Fred Jaus, also of Cass City,
were quietly married Friday, October
25, at Geneva, Ohio, by Rev. Roy J.
Striffler.
Andrew Most of Mayville, who has

served as a deputy sheriff under
Sheriff Jeffrey since Most became of
age a year ago, has been made a
member of the Michigan State Police
and will enter the state police train-
ing school at East Lansing Monday
for a six weeks course. Most is a fine
looking young man and will make a
splendid appearing officer in uni-
form.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Harry Vickers and Miss Ida Yakes
were married at the home of the
bride’s mother, Mrs. Katherine
Yakes, at Cass City Tuesday morn-
ing at six o’clock. Rev. H. C.
Hayward, pastor of the Baptist
church, performed the ceremony in
the presence of the immediate rela-
tives. The couple were unattended.
Immediately after the ceremony, a
dainty wedding breakfast was
served. Mr. and Mrs. Vickers left on
the morning train Tuesday for a three
weeks’ trip to Buffalo, Niagara Falls
and New York City. While absent,
Mr. Vickers will pursue a short
course in butter-making, thus
increasing his knowledge in the
creamery business and making his
services more valuable as manager
of the local creamery. Both Mr. and
Mrs. Vickers are active members of
the Baptist church and members of
that society together with their many
friends in Cass City join in wishing
them a happy wedded life.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Canfield: House plan to fix state’s
roadways a compromise package

State Rep. Edward “Ned” Canfield touted the House’s
passage of a multi-bill package to fix Michigan’s roads
last week as a compromise plan focused on what area
residents are demanding: better roads.

According to Canfield (R-Sebewaing), the plan would
dedicate $600 million in general fund revenue to fix
roads and bridges while also raising $600 million in new
restricted revenue for the same purpose, totaling $1.2
billion in transportation funding when fully phased in
over five years.

“In addition, the package increases the Homestead
Property Tax Credit by $200 million for middle-class
families, low-income residents and seniors,” he said.

Canfield, who serves as chairman of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on the Department of
Transportation and sponsor of one of nine bills in the
package, called the House proposal a common-sense

solution to fix the roads.
“This is the compromise plan,” he added.  “The results

of Proposal 1 told us that Michigan residents want a
roads-focused plan.  This plan is about roads.”
Canfield’s bill specifically would require a Request for

Proposal (RFP) process for all projects over $100,000
for the Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT). Local road agencies must do RFP’s for all
projects, excluding routine maintenance, over $100,000,
unless the local road agency affirmatively finds that they
can do it themselves for less.

“The plan also creates more than $1 billion each year
for our infrastructure by increasing registration fees by
about $55 on average for all vehicles,” Canfield said.
“In addition, the bills phase in a 3.3-cent gas tax
increase per gallon by 2019.”

The bills now go to the Senate for consideration. 

Continued from page one.

Gierhart appointed county’s new chief judge

“I am coming up on my third
anniversary on the bench in
December, and this feels like the
next logical step to take.”

The Michigan Supreme Court
names chief judges for each trial
court in Michigan.  Unless the
Supreme Court specifies otherwise,
each chief judges serves a two-year
term from Jan. 1 of an even-num-
bered year until Dec. 31 of an odd-

numbered year.
In past years, each trial court in

Michigan utilized a separate chief
judge, but recently the Michigan
Supreme Court has been naming an
increasing number of multi-court
chief judges, according to Pavlik.
The goal, he said, is to have one
leader who can find efficiencies and
other improvements by looking
across and not merely within depart-
ments of the judiciary.

However, as Gierhart noted, “This

is nothing new in Tuscola County.”
As for her goals during her term as

chief judge, Gierhart stressed the
maintenance of a positive relation-
ship with the Tuscola County Board
of Commissioners as a top priority.  

“Tuscola County’s government
faces ongoing financial pressures,
and I want the court system to do its
part to help out,” Gierhart said.  “I
am open to taking a fresh look at
everything we do to try and find
cost-saving efficiencies.”

Continued from page three.

Continued from page three.

Debt to our nation’s vets can’t be repaid

gratitude and respect must last forev-
er.  We must remember them – we
must appreciate them.
Veterans need advocates, and that is

why veterans’ organizations exist.
They are here to serve veterans, their
families and our community.
Veterans need each other, but more
importantly, our country needs veter-
ans.  Veterans have a special pride,
knowing they served when called to
defend Americans’ freedom.

Fewer than 10 percent of Americans
can claim the title “veteran”.  Far
less than one percent of our popula-
tion is currently defending us in the
global war on terrorism.

Veterans have given us freedom,
security and the greatest nation on
earth.  It is impossible to put a price
tag on that.

As we look to the Middle East,
there is a large, dangerous and com-
mitted group of satanic fanatics that
want us dead.  And while these ter-
rorists lack conventional weapons,

their evil intentions are a threat to the
freedom we enjoy.

Bill Day
Bad Axe

TAPS notes
inspire awe

I’d pull out the tarnished trumpet and
practice frantically.  The twenty-one
gun salute was my cue to belt out
TAPS.

When my husband fell ill to the
effects of Agent Orange from his
time in Vietnam, the song took on
much more significance.  When my
son came home from his Afghanistan
and Iraq deployments, deeply afflict-
ed by Post Traumatic Stress
Disorder, the song truly scared me.

My husband and son lost their lives
from service-connected afflictions.
TAPS was played as I said good-bye
to my favorite war heroes.  There
was an air of respect as the song rang
over their final resting places.  

It has been twelve years since my
husband’s death and three years
since our beautiful son lost his battle.
Overwhelming grief can fill some of
my days.  That grief takes a back seat
when I’m called on to play TAPS for
a war hero’s final salute. 

Each note honors my son and hus-
band as well as their fallen brother or
sister.  I’m pretty sure they’d be
proud.

Deborah Robinson
Cass City

Remembrance
service on tap

Kranz Funeral Homes of Cass City
and Kingston will again be hosting
their annual Service of
Remembrance next month.

The service is slated for Sunday,
Nov. 1, at 3 p.m. at Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City.

“The Service of Remembrance is a
time of remember and celebration,”
Kranz Funeral Home owner Debra
Kranz explained.  “Anyone who has
had someone close to them die will
appreciate this service.  It is not a
funeral, but a time for us to come
together as a community in remem-
bering those we have loved.”

“Many talented musicians from the
area participate,” she said.  “There is
also a time for family members to
make a floral tribute.  Family mem-
bers are invited to bring a flower to
place in tribute of their loved one.”

The annual event is a non-denomi-
national service.  All area clergy are
invited to participate or to attend in
support of their church members
who have experienced the death of a
family member or friend.

“Death is one thing that touches all
of us.  It is one thing we all have in
common,” Kranz said.  “We need to
encourage our families in their grief
process, allow them to still grieve, to
still remember, and show them we
remember, too.  The Service of
Remembrance facilitates this.”

More information is available by
contacting Kranz Funeral Home,
6850 Main St., Cass City, at (989)
872-2195.
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      John Laszlo
John Laszlo, 81, of Deford, died October 18, 2015 in St. Mary’s of

Michigan following a brief illness.  
John was born May 11, 1934 in North Branch to the late Stephen and Julia

Takarics Laszlo. 
John married Janet Elaine Peters on September 2,

1960 in Deford.   
John worked for Cass City Concrete as a
heavy equipment operator and later for

Fuelgas, where he was a service technician
of furnaces and appliances.  John served
in the United States Army as a Military
Policeman.  He enjoyed woodworking,
tinkering and modifying many different
contraptions around the house, yard and
his workshop.  John also enjoyed hunt-
ing and fishing.  He loved spending time
with his family, especially with his

granddaughters.
John is survived by his wife, Janet;

daughter, Gail and Steven Klein of Brighton;
granddaughters:  Lindsey Jaeger of Wyoming

and Paige Jaeger of South Lyon; brother, Michael
and Donna Laszlo of Prescott; sister, Elizabeth Zajac

of Kingston; and several nieces and nephews.  
John was preceded in death by his son, Mark; his parents; brothers and sis-

ters:  Steve Lasko, Frank Laszlo, Andrew Laszlo, Mary and Dan Gyomory,
Julia Vinci, Rose Hancock and Helen Laszlo.
A funeral service was held Wednesday, October 21 in Kranz Funeral Home,

Cass City with the Rev. Christian Tabares of Our Lady Consolata Parish, St.
Pancratius Catholic Church officiating.  

Interment was in Novesta Township Cemetery.  Military honors under the
direction of Cass City V.F.W. Post #3644.  

Memorials may be made to the Cass City V.F.W. Post #3644 or Great Start
Tuscola Imagination Library.  Family and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City.

James Smithson

James Willard Smithson, 74, of Cass City, died unexpectedly Monday,
October 19, 2015 in Hills and Dales General Hospital, Cass City.  

He was born February 6, 1941 in Cass City to Roy and Alice (Robbins)
Smithson.  

He married Joann Zawilinski September 21, 1963 in Cass City.  
Jim graduated from Cass City High School and was employed by General

Cable, working with computers and scheduling.  He was a member of St.
Pancratius Catholic Church in Cass City and Cass City Gagetown Knights
of Columbus Council #8892.  Jim enjoyed woodworking, bowling and golf.
He was forever loyal to the Detroit Tigers and Lions. 

Jim is survived by his wife, Joann; children: Jim (Deb Poyser) Smithson,
Jr. of Fort Wayne, IN, Julie (Barry) Patterson of Warren and Jeff (Gretchen
Gersonde) Smithson of St. Joseph; grandchildren: Rob Smithson and Megan
and Kelsey Patterson; brother, Edward (Saralie) Smithson of Sandusky; and
many nieces and nephews.  
He was preceded in death by his parents; sister, Ilene Smith; nephew, Kevin

Smith.                                             
A funeral service was held Friday, October 23 in Our Lady Consolata

Parish, St. Pancratius Catholic Church with the Rev. Christian Tabares offi-
ciating.  

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery, Cass City.  
Memorials may be made to St. Pancratius Catholic Church or Revive Food

Bank.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City.
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Kingston Family Practice 
DDrr.. MMeellaanniiee KKrraammeerr && EErriiccaa KKnnooeerrrr,, NNPP 

 
New Clinic Location!!! 

5854 State Street (previously Independent Bank) 
998899--668833--88006655 

 

Join us for an Open House! 
 Tuesday, November 10th   

 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.   
Enjoy tours of the clinic & light refreshments! 

Perkins’ six grandchildren, shared
her grandparents’ passion for
Clydesdales at an early age.  “I’ve
been around them since I could walk,
pretty much.  (I love) being around
them.  They’re really gentle,” she
said.  “You’ve got to be patient with
them, take your time” working with
them.

“They’re known as gentle giants,”
Christie said, adding her daughter
“started showing them when she was
eight.  She has a way with them – the
horses respond really well to her.”

That’s not surprising, considering
Kenna spends virtually her entire
summer at her grandparents’ ranch.

“I’m up there working with them.
We’ve got three new horses, so
they’ve all needed work, and we
have some young ones that need to
be driven,” Kenna said.  “You want
them to work together.  You want
them to listen to you.”

Her summer vacation days typical-
ly start at 6:30 a.m. and don’t end
before late afternoon.

The daily chores include exercising
the horses and oiling their feathers
(white, plume-like hair around their
lower legs), along with taking care of
the other basics – feeding and water-
ing them, for example.  The horses
are groomed twice a week and shod
every six weeks.  “Two days before

NYE WITH her world championship ribbons.

SHOWING CLYDESDALES is all in the family for the Harrison-based

Glenview Clydesdales.  Above, three generations are represented by (from

left) Pat Perkins; her daughter, Christie Nye of Cass City; and Nye’s daugh-

ter, Kenna.

NYE TAKES A victory lap after claiming first

place in the Youth Team Class during the National

Clydesdale Show, held in conjunction with the

Indiana State Fair in August.

Continued from page one.

Nye claims back-to-back world youth titles
each show, they get baths (with) a
hose and step ladder,” Christie noted.

The family travels to and competes
in a half-dozen or so draft horse
shows annually.  This past summer’s
competitions included the Michigan
Great Lakes International Draft
Horse Show and Pull at MSU – the
largest draft horse show in North
America – the Indiana State
Fair/National Clydesdale Show, the
Michigan State Fair, the Wisconsin
State Fair, the Huron Community
Fair and the Michigan Draft Horse
Breeders Show.

Kenna, who is active in softball,
Future Farmers of America (FFA)
and the equestrian team at Cass City
High School, acknowledged that her
summer show schedule requires
some major planning and travel
arrangements, starting with loading a
pair of 53-foot semi-truck trailers.

“We have a semi for our horses and a
semi for our equipment,” she
explained, adding one of the trailers
is a custom, nine-stall horse trailer.
Show days are long, starting at 6:30

a.m. with exercising and feeding the
horses, and ending around 8 p.m.
after taking care of the horses,
removing mane and tail braids, and
putting away harnesses and other
equipment.

“It doesn’t seem like work to us,”
Christie said.

“I always put it to her (like this): I
don’t care if you win or lose – the
day you stop having fun is the day
you’ll stop doing this,” she added.  “I
don’t see that happening, though.”

Kenna agreed, saying she would
like to make a career out of caring
for and raising Clydesdales.  “I just
love being around the horses,” she
added.

NYE AND HER horse, Harley, are pictured above

in the Youth Cart Class at the Wisconsin State Fair.

All youths under the age of 18 must be accompa-

nied by an adult while competing.

Your #1 Fans. . .
Auto-Owners Insurance and your local independent agency 

have been a winning combination since 1916. We’ll work with 
you to insure your home, auto, business and life and keep 

everything you value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Call or visit us today!
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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Cass City School officials outline contract proposal details

“half-step” pay increase – incremen-
tal salary increases based on years of
service — for teachers on steps one
through 10 in each year of a pro-
posed two-year contract, and a one-
percent increase for those at step 11.
Zaleski noted a half-step pay hike
equals roughly 2 to 3 ½ percent.
Other items school negotiators have

agreed to, Zaleski said, include:
*Increased life insurance by

$10,000 per employee.
*Increased dental services annual

maximums from $2,500 to $4,000
per employee.

*Increased sick day payout from
66.7 percent of the substitute rate to
$75 per day.

*Decreased sick day payout from
100 days to 90 days.

*Increased “cash in lieu” (an
amount paid to employees who agree
not to accept health insurance bene-

Continued from page one. fits because, for example, their
spouse already purchases coverage
through their employer) from $115
per month to $200 per month (if a
minimum of six employees opt for
the payout) and $300 per month if 10
or more employees participate.
*Increased the number of employee

sick days from six to 12 per year (six
per semester).

*Increased overload pay (addition-
al reimbursement for teachers with
class sizes that exceed numbers
specified in the contract) at the ele-
mentary school from $7 to $7.50 per
day per student, and from $2.25 per
hour per student to $2.40 per student
per hour at the high school.

Zaleski noted school officials also
prematurely increased the insurance
cap amount as of July 1, even though
they weren’t obligated to do so until
after a new contract is ratified, repre-
senting a savings for all Cass City
Education Association (CCEA)

employees.
School officials said the union ini-

tially agreed to the school’s offer, but
later backed out pending the results
of the district’s 2014-15 fiscal year
audit.

As it stands now, Zaleski said, bar-
gainers, who are working with a state
mediator, won’t be returning to the
table until January due to scheduling
conflicts.
School Supt. Jeff Hartel said school

officials are continuing to work with
the union in an effort to come up
with a contract both sides are willing
to ratify.  “I think we’re getting very
close,” he added.  “There’s a lot of
money on the table here, and you
know our enrollment.  (But) I think
we can get it done.”

CCEA representatives on hand
Monday night declined to comment
at this time.
Cass City teachers started the 2015-

16 school year without a new con-

tract following the expiration of their
previous two-year pact in mid-
August.

The local teaching staff was more
than a month into the 2013-14 school
year before that contract was ratified.
Negotiations had started months
before – in early spring – and bar-
gainers had agreed on much of what
the pact would include, with the key
exception being salaries for the dis-
trict’s 56 teachers.

Both sides came to an agreement in
late October 2013, adopting the pre-
vious two-year contract, which lifted
a five-year freeze on step pay.  At the
time, the board agreed to add 1 ½
percent to each step and move all
instructors up a step.

The union, meanwhile, agreed to
concessions that included increasing
class sizes before “overload” pay
kicks in.
Hartel estimated the contract would

cost the district an additional
$100,000 in 2013 and another
$70,000 in 2014.

The Cass City Public Schools’
financial picture has improved sig-
nificantly since the last teachers’
contract was ratified.  At that time,
school officials were projecting a
year-end fund balance of close to
$800,000, an amount equal to 8.7 of
the schools’ 2013-14 general fund
budget.

According to the district’s 2014-15
annual audit report presented
Monday, school officials were able
to add $211,000 to the fund balance
going into the current (2015-16) fis-
cal year, which began July 1.
Currently, the fund balance stands at
about $1.4 million.

ENROLLMENT

Turning to enrollment, Hartel
briefly discussed the numbers fol-
lowing the latest of two official
statewide student counts.

As expected, the Oct. 7 tally
revealed another dip in enrollment
for Cass City – and the numbers are
down significantly.  “This year we
are down 38 kids,” Hartel said.
“We’re at 1,017 (students), which is
minus-four percent from last fall.”
Hartel said school officials had pro-

jected a loss of 25 kids – which
translates into about $185,000 in
state funding — for the purpose of
budgeting this year.  The loss of an
additional 13 students means the
board will have to determine where
to make up for an additional $96,000
or so in lost revenue, he added.

According to Hartel, the latest tally
revealed a total of about 545 students
at the elementary school, with anoth-
er 472 in grades seven through 12 for
the total district enrollment of 1,017.
The high school enrollment includes
298 in grades nine through 12, which
is the figure used for athletic classifi-
cation.
This is the first time in memory that

Cass City High School’s enrollment
(grades nine through 12) has dipped
below 300.

Enrollment plays a key role in
school funding from the state, which
“blends” student counts conducted

twice a year by districts; once in the
fall and again the following
February.  The state’s blending for-
mula places the greatest emphasis on
the fall count, which is worth 90 per-
cent of the total.

The blended enrollment number is
multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much
revenue they will receive for the
year.  Cass City, for example, is slat-
ed to receive roughly $7,391 per stu-
dent for the 2015-16 school year, a
$140-per-student increase compared
to 2014-15.

Although school officials know
they’re in line for a state funding
increase this year, there’s no way to
predict fluctuations in the student
population week to week due to kids
coming and going via Schools of
Choice – and when they come and
go, they take/bring their state fund-
ing with them.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

Also Monday, the board:

*Received a clean bill of financial
health from the firm of Anderson,
Tuckey, Bernhardt and Doran, PC,
which conducted Cass City’s 2014-
15 annual audit.  “Overall a very
good year for the district – you
added to your fund balance and did a
very good job of budgeting,” compa-
ny CPA Angela M. Burnette said
during her presentation to the board.

Burnette noted Cass City’s $1.4
million fund balance – an amount
equal to 14.3 percent of the district
general fund — is considered
healthy, although experts recom-
mend a balance in the neighborhood
of 15 to 20 percent.  On the other
hand, she added, the average among
Michigan’s schools is just shy of 8
percent.

*Adopted a resolution in support of
the Michigan Schools Energy
Cooperative (MISEC), which has
enabled Cass City and dozens of
other schools to purchase energy at
bargain rates via a cooperative.  All
nine public school districts in the
Tuscola County participate in the
cooperative, according to Hartel.

“It’s very important to our district,”
he added, noting Cass City has saved
a combined $188,000 in energy costs
since joining the organization back
in May 2001.
*Heard from teachers Jane Reif and

Kris Milligan, who invited board
members to visit classrooms during
American Education Week, which is
slated to get underway Monday,
Nov. 16.  Milligan also presented
each board member with a certificate
of appreciation.

*Read two letters, including one
lauding the Cass City High School
Marching Band’s performance dur-
ing the Tuscola County Pumpkin
Festival.  In addition, Rawson
Memorial District Library Kate Van
Auken penned a note thanking Cass
City Schools Technology Director
Lyle Severance for helping to set up
a Skype interview with a book
author for a recent program at the
library.


