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FALL COLORS ARE reaching their peak in the Thumb, offering motorists to

enjoy Mother Nature at her most colorful.  The photo above was taken just a

few miles west of Deford near the corner of Deckerville and Phillips roads.

Super news!
Ben’s Supercenter president says

plans underway for local store
following auction sale of Erla’s

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City’s grocery store drought is expected to come to an end soon fol-
lowing last week’s auction sale of the former Erla’s Food Center building in
town.

The new owner is Ben’s Supercenter Inc., and while company officials are
still in the process of ironing out details regarding their newest location in
the Thumb, Ben’s President Jim Zyrowski indicated Friday that local resi-
dents won’t be disappointed with the final product.

“The Ben’s Team has been inspired by the overwhelming amount of
requests from the local realtors, city officials and residents for Ben’s
Supercenter to join the Cass City business community,” Zyrowski said.

“We are busy making plans and evaluating the needs of the community,”
he added.  “This is a very nice community and the residents deserve a qual-
ity shopping experience that the Ben’s Team is looking forward to provid-
ing.”

Ben’s Supercenter is family owned and operated. This past September the
company celebrated 50 years of serving the Tri-County Area. Ben’s current-
ly owns and operates three locations; Ben’s Supercenter in Brown City,
Ben’s Supercenter in Marlette and Ben’s Contractor Center/Ben’s Great
Outdoors, also in Marlette.

Ben’s Supercenter website describes the business as a leader, offering its
customers in the Tri-County Area along with online shoppers “a diversified
selection of affordable, brand name products – in agriculture, building mate-
rials, grocery, hardware, lumber, signs, and much, much more.
“As a community- and customer-driven company, Ben’s Supercenter seeks

out top quality goods that offer the very best values for consumers.  The
numerous awards that Ben’s Supercenter has received are testaments to their
dedication in striving to offer customers a wide variety of exceptional, inno-
vative products.”

Ben’s Supercenter has also earned a reputation for fresh buffalo steaks,
which come from the company’s own herd, located on a farm outside of
Brown City. 

Former Erla’s Foods owner Venu Ganga closed Erla’s in September 2014
after owning and operating the business for about 2 ½ years.  The closure
left the village without a grocery store and nearly four dozen area residents
without jobs.

Ganga purchased Erla’s Foods Inc. in February 2011, marking the end of a
57-year business tradition established by the Erla family.  Ganga attempted
to reinvent Erla’s by creating three separate enterprises within one company
– Erla Foods, Redhawk Steaks and Erla’s Distributing LLC.
He made the decision to close after trying to increase customer traffic – and

sales – by investing in an in-store buffet restaurant during the summer of
2014, but the venture failed to produce the results Ganga had hoped for, and
the restaurant was shut down after less than two months of operation.

HIGHLAND PINES students recently took a trip “down on the

farm”, thanks to Kingston residents Doug and Paula Kramer, who

have hosted an annual fall field trip for the kids in each of the past

eight years. 

Gagetown man, 72, injured
in tractor mishap Thursday

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies say a 72-year-old Gagetown man was
injured Thursday morning when he lost control of his farm tractor on Huron
Line Road.

Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen Skrent reported the accident occurred
shortly before 11 a.m. near McGregory Road in Elmwood Township.

“Deputy Jordan Alexander reported the farmer, for unknown reasons, lost
control while driving down Huron Line Road, going westbound.  (He) ended
up rolling over into the ditch (and) was injured.”

The victim, whose name has not been released, was treated by MMR
Ambulance personnel and then transported by FlightCare Helicopter to St.
Mary’s Medical Center in Saginaw.  His condition was not available at press
time.

The Elmwood Township-Gagetown Fire Department assisted deputies at
the scene.  

Kramers show area

students good time

“down on the farm”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Highland Pines School students recently
took a trip “down on the farm”, thanks to
Doug and Paula Kramer, who has annually
welcomed the youths to his 55-acre spread
just south of Kingston for the past eight
years.

The fall event was partially sponsored this
year by the Caro Arbor of Gleaners, Thumb
Cellular and McDonald’s, with help from
the Kingston Robotics Team, according to
Kramer, who said the field trip is designed
to get the kids out of the classroom and into
an informal environment where they’re
invited to take in all the sights, sounds and
smells of a farm.

In other words, the goal is to treat them to
a few hours of fun, including a cookout.
The outing offers the kids “a day of fishing,

hay rides, craft work and lunch.  This year
Extension Agent Heather Middleton helped

Please turn to page 2.

Fall colors exploding in the Thumb...

Huron deputies nab Gagetown man 
following heroin surveillance sting 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s
Department investigators say a
Gagetown man is facing drug-related
and other charges following a sur-
veillance operation in which the sus-
pect allegedly purchased heroin and
brought it back to the Thumb during
a road trip to Flint Thursday.

“Working on recent tips and infor-
mation, our deputies began running
surveillance on a 23-year-old
Gagetown man who was believed to
be involved in heroin activity in our
county. He had also just been
released from our jail the week prior,
(stemming) from other unrelated
drug-involved charges,” Huron
County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson
reported.

“The deputies first began tailing a
vehicle that he was a passenger in,
which stopped at a department store
in Caro, where he was believed to
have shoplifted property. They then
went on to Lapeer where they
stopped at another department store
and more alleged shoplifting took
place. They then went to Flint and
pawned approximately $400 worth
of property for less than $100,”
Hanson said, adding the suspect then
allegedly purchased heroin at anoth-
er location in Flint before returning
to Huron County.

Deputies stopped the suspect vehi-
cle on Sebewaing Road in Huron
County’s Brookfield Township,
where officers seized a small amount
heroin and drug paraphernalia.

“More heroin was suspected to be
on his person, though,” Hanson said.
“He (suspect) was taken into custody
and transported to the Huron
Medical Center. There, under the
authority of a search warrant that had
been authorized by our prosecutor’s
office…he was to be totally searched
by a doctor for any more heroin. In
the process of removing him from
the patrol car, he attempted to dis-
creetly dispose of more heroin that
he had been concealing in his genital
area. That heroin was retrieved and
he was transported to our jail and
booked on felony possession of
heroin.”

As of press time, the suspect
remains in jail on a $7,500 cash
bond.  His name was being withheld
pending formal charges from the
Huron County Prosecutor’s Office.

“Further charges may also be
requested, as well as other charges
may develop out of Tuscola, Lapeer
and Genesee counties,” Hanson said.
He added deputies, who were assist-
ed Thursday by the Elkton Village
Police Department, are continuing
their investigation.
The recent arrest comes on the heels

of a busy year for Huron County
Sheriff’s Department investigators,
who have seen an increase in drug
trafficking – particularly the sale and
use of heroin – as well as drug-relat-
ed deaths in recent years.  

“Our county is not overrun by any
Please turn to page 4.

Hills and Dales officials
weigh in on legislation

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A new bi-partisan effort in the state
Legislature will target what the
Michigan Nurses Association

(MNA) describes as a lack of limits
on nurses’ workloads, hurting patient
care in hospitals.
By an overwhelming margin, voters

want their legislators to improve care
in Michigan hospitals by establish-
ing a law that sets minimum nurse
staffing levels, according to a new
poll — the first of its kind in the state
– commissioned by the MNA.  The
results of the poll were released last
week.
“Michigan residents are saying loud

and clear that our registered nurses
are being forced to care for too many
patients at once,” said Rep. Jon
Hoadley (D-Kalamazoo), House
sponsor of the Safe Patient Care Act.
“Chronic nurse understaffing jeop-
ardizes the care and safety of people
in our hospitals every day. The only
real solution is to pass a law that
gives nurses enough time to spend
with each patient and provide indi-
vidualized care.”

There is currently no law that
requires hospitals to have a certain
number of nurses working at any
given time. The Safe Patient Care
Act, which will soon be introduced
in the House by Hoadley and in the
Senate by Sen. Rebekah Warren,
requires minimum RN staffing in
hospitals and curbs the use of
mandatory overtime. It has biparti-
san support in both chambers.

This isn’t the first time there has
been a push for such legislation,
according to officials at Hills and
Dales General Hospital in Cass City,
who say the proposed regulations

Please turn to page 16.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

50 years of marriage was recently
celebrated by Cass City couple
John and Janice Rands. 

The couple were wed on October
16, 1965 in St. Clair, Michigan. To
celebrate their anniversary they
enjoyed a party at Sherwood on the
Hill in Gagetown, hosted by their 3
children Nancy (Cal) Deguia, John
(Lisa) Rands and Linda (Adam)
Harp. 

The Rands have 11 grandchildren
and 13 great-grandchildren. 

The Rands
celebrate
50 years
together

John and
Janice Rands

Then & Now...

the students create a special art proj-
ect with pumpkins,” Kramer said.
“This experience has been enjoyed
by preschool to upper level students,
and most of the students experience
catching a fish and getting in close
contact with the Hereford cattle at
the…farm.”

“The Highland Pines staff are just a
bunch of super people,” he added.
“They’re a pleasure to work with,
right down to the aides and bus driv-
ers.  
“It’s just a real nice operation, and

that’s why we keep doing it,”
Kramer continued.  “And the kids
just really love it.”

Highland Pines is a center-based
school that serves students from all
nine of Tuscola County’s Public
Schools.  Located in Caro at the
Tuscola Intermediate School District
complex, the school specializes in
working with youth who have vari-
ous cognitive disabilities.  Some of
the students also have physical dis-
abilities.

However, the challenges faced by
the kids are never an obstacle when it
comes to taking home some wonder-
ful memories after visiting Kramer’s
farm.  And Kramer says the students
provide him with some great memo-
ries, too. 

“Just watching a kid smile – that’s
all there is to it,” he said.  “When you
see the kids’ enthusiasm and energy
with what you’re doing, it makes it
all worthwhile.  That’s what it’s all
about.”

Continued from page one.

Kramers show area

students good time

“down on the farm”
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Universal parenting truths

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

from their piggy bank. Yeah, it all happens. 
Universal parenting truth number seven: The pregnancy

time continuum.
Even if they are born on their due date, waiting for them

to enter the world will be the longest 12 months of your
life. Yes, I am aware of my math here.

Universal parenting truth number eight: They change
you in ways you never thought possible. 

There are the obvious changes – stretch marks, weight
gain, bags under your eyes from lack of sleep and C-sec-
tion scars. But there are other changes to your inner self
– to your core and your heart – that will forge you into a
person who is not only able to complete the endurance
event of parenting, but delights in conquering it every
day. You will universally love and be loved universally.
And that is the truth (number nine).

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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Raising children is a unique experience. Each of them
is different; each of us is different. But, there are certain
actions and behaviors universal to parenting. And, good
or bad, we’ve all been there, done that. As parents, as
kids and often as both. I’ve put together a partial list
here. Feel free to add to it yourself. 

Universal parenting truth number one: Administered
threats via counting. 
This starts with, “You get downstairs before I count to

three or I’ll (fill in the blank)!” And then you count:
“One.” (Pause.) “Two!” (Administered with raised
voice accompanied by a longer pause.) “Two-and-a-
half!” (As you suddenly assume your preschooler
understands fractions.) “Three!!” Upon which there is
silence and not much happens (in my experience) and
you’re left with the initial dilemma that started the
whole counting frenzy in the first place.

Universal parenting truth number two: Taking great
pride in trees. 

Your child has a part in the school/church/community
play. It isn’t a speaking part. It isn’t even a moving part.
Your child simply dons a cardboard tree costume and
stands on stage for less than two minutes during the
hour-long production. Your spouse videos the life-
changing event while you beam with pride throughout
the 90 seconds of the “performance.” Later, at home,
you watch the video over and over and tell your child,
“There are no small parts.”

Universal parenting truth number three: The kinder-
garten bus on the first day of school. 
No explanation is needed for this one. We’ve all waved

to the backpack as our little one climbed the big steps of
the school bus on that very first, first day. And then we
returned home and tried not to cry. Most of us were not
successful in that regard.

Universal parenting truth number four: Crying. 
First day of kindergarten notwithstanding, you’ll cry.

A lot. You’ll cry at their first smile (and swear it isn’t
gas). You’ll cry when they are happy. You’ll cry when
they are sad. You will cry with worry. You will cry when
they don’t sleep through the night. You’ll cry the first
time they sleep through the night. You’ll cry with them.
Sometimes you’ll try not to let them see you cry. You’ll
cry when they have their first sleepover and go to prom
and on the day you drop them off at college. The crying
never stops. Embrace it. 

Universal parenting truth number five: Parenting
clichés can and will come out of your mouth.

It will happen more often than you’d like to admit.
Some days you will swear (but not the F-word) you are
turning into your mother (or father) when you hear
yourself saying things like, “Because I said so!” “Life’s
not fair. Get used to it.” “I’m the mom, that’s why.”
“Don’t make me turn this car around!” “Just wait until
we get home!” “If your friends jumped off a bridge,
would you?” “You weren’t born in a barn!” “There are
kids starving in China who would love to eat your green
beans.” “Your room looks like a cyclone went through
it.” And so on. 

Universal parenting truth number six: Lying. 
Despite your best intentions (and we all have those)

you’re going to lie to them. About holiday heroes.
About where you keep the good chocolate. About the
grades you got in high school. About the slight run in
with the law during your freshman year at college.
About hiding cauliflower in the mashed potatoes and
squash in the mac and cheese. About borrowing money

Safety first this
hunting season

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

From Oct. 16-18, more than 27,600 runners, accompa-

nied by more than 50,000 family and friends, flocked to

Detroit to participate in the 38th Detroit Free

Press/Talmer Bank Marathon events. 

Among the runners registered, according to executive

race director Barbara Bennage, are four from Cass City.

They included Rebecca Klinkman, Larry Whittaker, John

Phillips and Andrea Ross.

Congratulations to the foursome.

**********

For you that didn’t know, Cass City schools students

may attend any home Red Hawk sporting contest free of

charge thanks to the many generous sponsors around the

Thumb.

They include: All Season Rental, Biddinger & Bitzer,

Cass City Athletic Boosters, Charmont, Copeland

Insurance, Engineered Tools, Harris & Company, Hills &

Dales Hospital, Independent Bank, Marlette Roofing,

McDonald’s of Cass City, Mi Tech Tooling, Millennium

Industries, Milligan Farms, Rolling Hills Golf Course,

Thumb National Bank, Walther Farms and Yaroch

Asphalt.

Go Hawks!

**********

Improvements to the local McDonald’s restaurant start-

ed Monday. Crews there says the work will begin with

expanding the back parking lot, before converting the

drive thru into multiply lanes, similar to owner Jim Luth’s

eatery in Caro.

I wonder if the revamp will help with a pet peeve of

mine: being told at the food pick-up window to please

pull forward...

Hey, now, I said it was a pet peeve.

**********

Michigan’s unemployment rate dropped again, falling

below the national average for the first time in more than

15 years.  This means more people in Michigan are able

to use their skills and are finding fulfilling jobs to support

themselves and their families, making our cities and our

communities stronger in a variety of ways.

Governor Rick Snyder’s office feels we should be proud

of what we have accomplished together. It’s exciting. But

more exciting is thinking about how we can keep improv-

ing. Learn more about Michigan’s falling unemployment

rate at http://www.michigan.gov/snyder/0,4668,7-277—

367276—,00.html.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Michigan’s bow hunting season is well underway and the
regular firearm season is just a little over three weeks
away, prompting Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) conservation officers to share tips for
safe bow and gun hunting experiences this fall.

The Thumb has already recorded one hunting-related
fatality, involving a man who fell from a tree stand in
Huron County.

The DNR reminds archery hunters to keep the following
safety tips in mind:

*Before you go out, inspect equipment, including your
tree stand. If anything is worn, frayed, cracked or peeling,
replace it or get it fixed. If using a compound bow or cross-
bow, make sure the cables and pulleys are in good working
order.
*When sharpening broad heads, be careful and take your

time.
*Practice tree-stand safety. Nearly every year, a

Michigan hunter is killed or seriously injured because he
or she fell out of a tree stand. The DNR recommends using
a full-body safety harness to get into and out of your tree
stand.

*If using a tree stand, always use a haul line to raise and
lower your gear.

*Keep arrows in the quiver until you are ready to use
them. A common injury is to stab or injure yourself or a
hunting companion while carrying arrows in your hand or
nocked on your bow.

*Never take a shot at a deer that is beyond the maximum
effective range at which you are comfortable shooting.

*If you are successful, field dress your deer and cool its
meat immediately. Michigan’s unpredictable weather
means we sometimes have warm October days. Warm tem-
peratures can cause the meat to spoil quickly.

Gun hunters, meanwhile, should treat every firearm as if
it’s loaded and to always point the muzzle in a safe direc-
tion.

Be certain of your target and what’s beyond it before fir-
ing.   Know the identifying features of the game you hunt
and be sure you have an adequate backstop.  Keep your
finger outside the trigger guard and off the trigger until
ready to shoot.

Don’t run, jump or climb with a loaded firearm.  Unload
your gun before climbing a fence or tree, or crossing a
ditch.

Never mix alcohol or any other mind-altering drug with
hunting – it’s a recipe for tragedy.
Remember, all firearm deer hunters must wear a hat, cap,

vest or jacket that includes hunter orange visible from all
sides.  Camouflage hunter orange is legal provided 50 per-
cent of the surface area is solid hunter orange (exceptions
are while hunting waterfowl, crow and wild turkey, and
deer during the archery season).

All hunters should tell someone where they going and
what time they expect to return. This information is valu-
able in helping conservation officers or sheriff’s deputies
to find you if you are lost.

Also, hunters are encouraged to carry a cell phone, a
compass, a flashlight and other small safety items when in
the woods.  Your cell phone emits a signal that can help
rescuers locate you when you are lost.  Make sure before
you leave for the woods each day your phone is fully
charged.  If you have a smart phone, download a compass
and flashlight app. 

We hope all area sportsmen will enjoy a great hunting
experience this year.  More importantly, we encourage
hunters to keep in mind these simple common sense tips,
because they can prevent hunting accidents and save lives 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Adam F. Watson, 26, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in the county
jail and 24 months probation follow-
ing his plea of guilty to breaking and
entering a building with intent to
commit larceny Jan. 1 in Caro.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $758 plus attorneys fees of
$500 and restitution of $2,141.11.

*Luke M. Spohn, 33, Marlette, was
sentenced to eight to 25 years in
prison following his plea of no con-
test to assault with intent to commit
great bodily harm less than murder
April 29 in Caro.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $258.

*Douglas P. Harrison, 26, Linden,
was sentenced to 30 days in jail and
12 months probation following his
pleas of guilty to charges of posses-
sion of marijuana, second offense,
and operating a motor vehicle while
impaired, second offense, July 8 in
Millington Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus restitu-
tion of $120.

*Jered K. Jevicks, 29,
Frankenmuth, was sentenced to 365
days in jail and 12 months probation
following his conviction on a charge
of assaulting, resisting or obstructing
a police officer May 2 in Vassar.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,258.

*Timothy A. Bean, 50, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
domestic violence, third offense,
Aug. 22 in Cass City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
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Open house set to mark hospital 
pulmonary program anniversary

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Hills and Dales General
Hospital Pulmonary Rehabilitation
Program in Cass City is marking its
one-year anniversary, and hospital
officials are gearing up to celebrate
by hosting an open house Thursday,
Oct. 22.

The event is slated for 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. at the MARC Building, in the
Hills and Dales Center for Rehab
and Fitness, which serves as home
for the pulmonary rehabilitation pro-
gram.

“The Pulmonary Rehabilitation
Program is designed to provide com-
prehensive care to individuals with
pulmonary disease such as emphyse-
ma, asthma, chronic bronchitis,
fibrosis and others,” explained

Danielle Blaine, who serves as direc-
tor of public relations for the local
hospital as well as director of the
Hills and Dales Foundation.  “This
may include those individuals whose
shortness of breath compromises
their lifestyle, who want to learn
more about their disease and ways to
manage it, who want to learn tech-
niques to improve their breathing,
and those who want to attain the
highest level of independent func-
tion.”

Once enrolled in the program, a
patient works with a multidiscipli-
nary team that strives to tailor the
program to meet patients’ specific
needs.

Exercise sessions are designed to
meet individual goals.  Medical sta-
tus and progress are monitored and
evaluated, and through breathing

retraining, regular exercise and prop-
er nutrition, most participants have
significantly improved their quality
of life.

The pulmonary rehab program has
graduated 12 patients in its first year,
and each of them has endured their
own success on many different lev-
els, according to Brenda McComb,
respiratory therapist.

“This program is very rewarding to
work on, the patients are able to see
progress in a short amount of time,
and when we complete the program
they truly can enjoy a higher quality
of life,” McComb said.

More information about the pul-
monary rehabilitation program will
be available during the open house.
Area residents can also contact
McComb at (989) 912-6292.

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Vanessa R. Bray, 29, Sterling
Heights, pleaded guilty to larceny in
a building Aug. 22 in Dayton
Township.  She was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (three
or more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$3,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Alan D. Humes Jr., 40, Caro, was
sentenced to 140 days in jail follow-
ing his plea of no contest to aggra-
vated domestic violence June 7 in
Caro.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $485.

means, but it’s (heroin) the addict’s
drug of choice,” Hanson said.
“There is more using than in the past,
and it boggles my mind why they
would risk so many diseases by
intravenously injecting themselves
with that garbage.

“In last month’s Caseville bust
when we arrested that federal
parolee for selling it – when we went
through the door and secured the
scene – I had one of them (suspects)
voice their displeasure for us being
there.  I told that individual, whose
arms looked like they had been hug-
ging a porcupine, that if you people
weren’t bringing and using that stuff
in our county, we wouldn’t be stand-
ing in their house, and their door
frame would be in better shape,”
Hanson continued.  “I was told to do
what we have to do then, and I said,
“We actually just did’.
“These addicts also quite often need

to be taken to the hospital to help
them with their (physical reactions to
drug withdrawal).  That comes at
additional expense to the taxpayer.
We are in communication with our
mental health and health department
people, trying to address this prob-
lem a little better,” he said.

“As long as they’re using, we’re
going to be doing what we’ve been
doing, because we have major sup-
port from the commissioners and the
public.”

Hanson encourages area residents
to report information related to ille-
gal drug activity by calling their
local police department, the Huron
County Sheriff’s Department at
(989) 269-6500 (during normal busi-
ness hours), or Huron Central
Dispatch’s non-emergency number
anytime at (989) 269-6421.

“Confidential callers can use our
TIPS Line of (989) 269-2861,” he
noted.  “We’re also available on
Facebook through our Huron County
Sheriff’s Office Drug Task Force
page.            

Continued from page one.

Deputies nab
Gagetown man
in heroin sting

Thanks
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I ran into an interesting read recently on Facebook, courtesy of area
resident Sue Stuever Battel, who shared a portion of a blog entry enti-
tled “There’s a Way to Stop Mass Shootings, and You Won’t Like It.”

I really think the author – Rob Myers, a student housing
director/manager and veteran from Orlando, Fla. — is on to some-
thing.
In a nutshell, Myers suggests most of the standard responses to mass

shootings in this country simply aren’t realistic, starting with the
debate over gun rights and demands that all firearms be banned.  He’s
right, because even if you could get by the U.S. Constitution, does
anyone really believe it’s possible to confiscate every gun out there?

Keeping guns out of the hands of “bad people” won’t work, Myers
points out.  “The overwhelming majority of these mass shootings
aren’t done by criminals, and their guns were obtained legally.  How
can you know who is going to do something like this?  You can’t,” he
says.
“You can’t effectively keep drugs out of the hands of those intent on

doing drugs,” Myers adds.  “You have a HUGE supply of weapons
everywhere and concrete federal law protecting those weapons.
You’d have as much luck passing a regulation against tornadoes.”

How about this: “Do something about mental health!”  Yeah, okay,
but what? Free psychologists visits for everyone? Myers asks.

Or, the old standby, just “do something”.
Myers’ conclusion is that individuals – not any governmental unit or

organization – hold the keys to, perhaps, preventing some of these
tragedies from occurring.

“You can talk to your co-worker for a few minutes.  You can talk to
the kid in your physics class that appears to be alone.  You can teach
your children to do the same, to make sure no one is left to feel total-
ly isolated.  Because that’s a breeding ground.  That’s where the seeds
are planted,” Myers wrote.

“Community is easy to take for granted,” he noted.  “Most of us
have strong family connections and healthy friendships.  Most feel as
though they’re part of a group, be it community, religious or work
related.  But it’s increasingly easy for people on the edges to with-
draw and it’s easy for us to forget them.

“No, it’s comfortable to forget them.  It’s preferred to forget them.
It’s highly desired to forget them.  And we have to change that.”

Myers adds, “The people you engage may not become lifelong
friends, and they don’t need to be, but it could be enough to keep
someone away from the darkness and isolation needed to eventually
think lashing out is an effective strategy for dealing with their pain.”

Sure, there’s no one answer to effectively identifying and halting
individuals who have given up hope on humanity, armed themselves
and are hell bent on taking out as many lives as they can before
breathing their last.

But Myers’ grassroots suggestion that we can – and might – have a
life-changing impact on someone else simply by reaching out to them
with a hand of friendship or, at the very least, some of the basic
human contact most of us take for granted, offers a refreshing take in
a sea of protest signs and pointless debates.

It’s a simple idea, maybe too simple for those who want a massive
– and effective – response to ending the senseless violence we’ve
come to expect and hear about on the nightly news.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Do something!?
How about this?

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Barbie Tilt who has 16 years of

experience as an educator in her own
classrooms has been named
“Teacher of the Year”.  She was a
1986 graduate of Cass City High
School. Tilt, the daughter of Allen
and Joanie Merchant, earned her
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Education in 1989 at Central
Michigan University.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)
Hills and Dales General Hospital

Auxiliary treasurer Betty Hurst pre-
sented the final $7,500 installment
for the hospital’s mammography
machine to hospital Administrator
Ken Jensen last week. The auxiliary
paid the entire $30,000 price for the
equipment, which has benefitted
some 1,700 women over the past 3
years.

It’s been a few years since Clair
Auslander drove a sturdy team of
Belgians or Percherons in a horse
pull, but his love of the sport is as
strong as ever. So are his memories
of more than 50 years of working
with horses. The Shabbona native
will take both with him this week
when he travels to the state fair-
grounds in Detroit to be honored by
the Michigan Dynamometer
Association as “Horse Puller of the
Year”.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  
Annette Rockefeller was crowned

1980 homecoming queen at Owen-
Gage Friday night, receiving her
crown from last year’s queen, Mary
Kay Burrows. Annette is the daugh-
ter of John D. and Sharon
Rockefeller of Gagetown.

The 1980 Cass City High School
homecoming queen was crowned by
last year’s queen, Julie Helwig, and
presented the traditional bouquet by
Principal Russell Richards. The
queen is Lori Gohsman.

Mr. and Mrs. George Fisher Sr. had
as Sunday dinner guests, her son,
Tim Finkbeiner, and Greg Clark of
Cincinnati, Ohio, who were in Cass
City for the weekend, Mr. and Mrs.
Larry Finkbeiner and daughter
Jeannie of Oxford and his daughters,
Alice and Kathy Finkbeiner of
Deford, and Theo Hendrick. The
birthday of Larry Finkbeiner was
celebrated.
Mrs. Leota Anthes and Mrs. Martha

Putnam attended the meeting
Sunday, at Sherwood on the Hill,
Gagetown, of District 11 of the
Business and Professional Women’s
Club. Appearing on the program
were the state’s second vice-presi-
dent, Frances Barnes of Ann Arbor,
and Linda Herdegen of Cadillac, the
state’s “Young Careerist” of the year.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)  
Owen-Gage Homecoming Queen

candidates are Denise Rocheleau,
Jennifer Ziehm, Carri Pettinger and
Lu Ann Hendershot.

Randy Howard, Hills and Dales
Hospital Administrator, accepts a
$50 donation from the Jr. Wranglers
4-H Club toward the hospital’s new
burn program. Club member Ann
Whittaker presented the check, the
money was raised from last sum-
mer’s club-sponsored horse show.

Honored for 30 years as a Chrysler
dealer recently was Rabideau

Motors.  Lee Rabideau, co-owner,
displays the plaque he received from
Chrysler Corporation. Its 30 years
and going strong. Latest sales figures
from the corporation show the Cass
City dealership exceeding sales quo-
tas and in the top 10 in sales ranking
for the district.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)
A happy Barbara Bliss beams as she

is crowned Miss Cass City High
School Homecoming Queen during a
dance held after the Cass City-Caro
football game. Senior class president
Wayne Copeland placed the crown
on Queen Barb’s head.

Ubly High School Band has its
mascot back and no one is happier
about it than a certain pretty seven-
year-old miss with an ever ready, if
semi-toothless, grin. The young lady
in question is Becky Robinson,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Cliff
Robinson of rural Ubly. She’s happy
about the band getting its mascot
back because, one, she is the mascot,
and two, she has returned to her first
love, twirling the baton. Early last
spring she was hospitalized at
Hubbard Memorial Hospital in Bad
Axe after a bout with measles which
left her with an ear infection and
pneumonia. A thorough examination
revealed a much more serious ail-
ment and with the discovery came a
sudden end to Becky’s majorette
ambitions. The examination showed
that a valve in Becky’s heart that
should have closed off after she was
born had remained open and unless it
was taken care of she would have to
live a relatively restricted life. She
has recovered completely and
returns as the mascot.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)  
Jack Esau, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Robert Esau, of Cass City spent sev-
eral days last week in Detroit and
while there enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps for a period of
four years. He received word to
report in Detroit Wednesday and left

that city Wednesday night for Paros
Island, South Carolina. Jack is a
graduate of Cass City High School
having been graduated in 1935 and
has been employed at the Young &
Mayer meat market for the last three
and one-half years.

A quiet wedding took place on
Sunday, October 13, at 9:30 a. m. in
the home of Elder Silas Parker, L. D.
S. pastor, at Owendale, when
Miss Annie Gertrude Jarvis, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Myrtle Jarvis, of
Owendale became the bride of Dorus
Robert Klinkman, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Harvey Klinkman, of Cass City.
They were attended by Mr. and Mrs.
Howard Jarvis, brother and sister-in-
law of the bride, of Pigeon. 

Officers were elected to succeed
themselves at the annual meeting of
the local Red Cross society held in
the Youth Center here Tuesday after-
noon. They are: Chairman, Mrs. J.
Ivan Niergarth; vice chairman, Guy
W. Landon; secretary treasurer, Mrs.
E. W. Kercher. In a report of the soci-
ety’s activities since April, 1939,
Mrs. I Kercher said $117.06 were
spent for needy families in the com-
munity, $260.00 were contributed
for war relief, 17 sweaters were knit-
ted and two layettes made. In the
absence of the chairman, Guy W.
Landon presided at the business
meeting.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)
Mrs. William Weldon, Mrs. Warner

Kellez and Mrs: Schmidt were the
guests of Mrs. Margaret Livingston
at Deford Tuesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earl Cross and Mrs.
Geo. Zimmerman of Detroit arid Mr.
and Mrs. Henry Gebhardt, sr., of
Forestville were guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Joseph A. Benkelman
Wednesday. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. D. Sees and two
children and Mr. and Mrs. Chas.
Hofmeister, all of Unionville, Mrs.
Geo. Cobine of Saginaw and Mrs.
Eickermeyer were guests of Mr. and
Mrs. A. H. Higgins Sunday. 
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                                       Hills & Dales General Hospital is offering  
REDUCED COST SCREENING MAMMOGRAMS  

             $60 (check, cash or credit/debit) 
                October 22-24 

        For women 40 years & older.  Physician Order is required.   
 

This program is for those people who otherwise 
 

We encourage those women with insurance  
to check with your provider to see if   

your screening mammogram is covered.   

The best protection is early detection.   

Space is limited, call Central Scheduling at 989-912-6295 to make your  
appointment.  Hours for Central Scheduling are Monday -Friday, 8a.m.-5p.m.  

Great Rates. Great Service. Great Garbage Company.

www.divadisposal.net
1-989-450-3834

Cass City
872-4377

Caro
673-7777

Kingston
683-8888
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Located Downtown 
Cass City � 872-3275

Top of the Hill in Vassar
989-823-2311

Downtown Millington
989-871-4151 Help spread awareness
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Pinktober: A community with a cause

HARRIS & COMPANY
DAVID A. WEILER � AGENT

LIFE � ANNUITIES � INVESTMENTS
PENSION & PROFIT SHARING PLANS

6815 E. CASS CITY RD.
CASS CITY, MI 48726
BUS. (989) 872-2688

Working together as a community to find a cure!
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CASS CITY fire fighters claimed their second con-

secutive Pinktober: Community with a Cause

Pumpkin Launch crown Saturday.  The winners

are represented above by Paul Learman (back row,

left) and Anthony Middaugh.  Also pictured is

event coordinator Carrie Luana and (from left) Ali

Learman, Harper Middaugh, Paula Learman and

Ryleigh Middaugh.

THREE TEAMS competed in this year’s third

annual pumpkin launch along Bulen Drive.  The

Cass City firemen’s team won with a toss of 444

feet – more than 100 feet farther than their winning

launch last year – followed in second place by Team

Russellville, which launch a pumpkin 420 feet.

Team Kreeger finished in third place.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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PAGE SIXTEEN CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 21,  2015

                  Village of Cass City 
        PUBLIC NOTICE OF HEARING 
To Establish an Industrial Development District in the Village of Cass City 
Notice is hereby given that on October 26, 2015  at  7:00  pm at the Cass City Municipal 
Building, 6506 Main Street, Cass City a public hearing will be held before the Cass City 
Village Council pursuant to Act 198 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1974, as amended on 
the request of Walbro LLC for the establishment of an Industrial Development District on 
the property described as follows: 
ELK-33-12 SEC 33 T14N R11E COM AT A PT THAT IS 1048 FT E OF CEN OF SEC, TH E 236 FT 
TO PT ON W LN OF G T RR R/W TH NLY 489.18 FT, TH W 237.45 FT TH S TO POB.  VILL OF 
CASS CITY (CARB HQ)    035-033-000-2500-00. 
 
ELK-33-75 SEC 33 T14N R11E COM 743 FT E & 33 FT N OF CEN OF SEC. TH N 727 FT, TH E 
552.5 FT, TH S 264 FT. TH W 247.5, TH S 463 FT, TH W 305 FT TO POB. (CORP. HQ) VILL OF 
CASS CITY   035-033-000-9400-00 
 
AND 
To Approve of an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate on the installation 
of new machinery for Walbro LLC in the Village of Cass City 
Notice is hereby given that on October 26, 2015  at  7:10  pm at the Cass City Municipal 
Building, 6506 Main Street Cass City, a public hearing will be held before the Cass City 
Village Council pursuant to Act 198 of the Michigan Public Acts of 1974, as amended on 
the request of Walbro LLC regarding an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certification on the 
installation of new machinery. 
The owners of all real property within the Industrial Development District, together with any other 
residents or taxpayers of the Village of Cass City, shall have the right to appear and be heard. 
 
Nanette Walsh Clerk/Treasurer 
Village of Cass City 
 

 

Kingston Family Practice 
Dr. Melanie Kramer & Erica Knoerr, NP 

 
New Clinic Location!!!  

5854 State Street (previously Independent Bank) 
  

Seeing patients in the new clinic starting  
Monday, October 19th! 

 

Join us for an Open House! 
 Tuesday, November 10th   

 3:00 - 6:00 p.m.   
Enjoy tours of the clinic & light refreshments! 

 

 
 
 

Join us for a celebration!  
Hills & Dales General Hospital  

Pulmonary Rehabilitation Program 
is celebrating its 1 year anniversary! 

 
Please join us on Thursday, October 22nd for an  

open house to celebrate our anniversary.  
11:00 a.m.  1:00 p.m. 

 
Come see the facility and learn more about the  

benefits of Pulmonary Rehabilitation. 
 

Meet graduates of the program  
& hear about their success! 

 
There will be light refreshments available.  

 
Open House will be held at: 
Hills & Dales MARC Building 

6190 Hospital Drive   Cass City 
 

Questions?  Please call Brenda at 989-912-6292. 
 
 

Deputies rescue hunters
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies rescued a Clio father and son who were
left drifting in Saginaw Bay after the engine on their small boat quit during
a duck hunting outing.

Officers were dispatched to the scene – about one mile north of the end of
Sand Point — just before 7 a.m., according to Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.

“Huron Central Dispatch received a 911 call for help from a duck
hunter…who said his engine had quit on his 15-foot aluminum boat. The 33
year old male operator from the Clio area stated that he and his 14-year-old
son were adrift and he was very fearful of capsizing due to the rougher water
conditions,” Hanson said.  “Deputies Willenberg and Koehler responded to
the scene in our airboat…and towed the pair to shore without further inci-
dent.

“This is the second boat-hunting related incident on our waters within the
last three weeks,” the sheriff noted.  “On Sept. 30 during the late evening
hours, Deputies Willenberg and Neumann towed a stranded individual in
after his motor became inoperative in rougher water about 1 1/2 miles off of
Fairhaven Township’s Geiger Road.

“Although mechanical failures can happen to even the best maintained
equipment, hunters are reminded to make sure they always have proper safe-
ty equipment, which includes a suitable anchor and line of proper length for
the depth of water they’re operating in. And of course, offshore hunters need
to know their rough water limits and remember that the water temperatures
and weather conditions aren’t always that forgiving this time of year,”
Hanson added.

CASS CITY IS teaming with the vibrant yellows, oranges and reds fall brings

each year to the village.  Fall colors are nearing their peak in the Lower

Peninsula, but local residents don’t have to travel far to enjoy the show.

A potentially serious threat to Michigan’s cabbage, broccoli, cauliflower
and other crucifers has been found in Michigan for the first time in five
organic production fields in Sanilac County.
The Swede midge’s developing larvae cause swelling and severe distortion

of young plant tissues, resulting in the death of the growing tip or the devel-
opment of blind or multiple heads in cruciferous plants, according to offi-
cials with the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD), who say secondary bacterial infections are common.

Swede midge is a threat to both conventional and organic growers, but
organic growers may be at greater risk because they lack effective chemical
control options, officials note.

At this point, officials with the MDARD and Michigan State University
AgBioResearch do not know how the pest was introduced into the state.

Native to Europe and southwestern Asia, Swede midge was identified in
North America in 2000, when it was first discovered in Ontario, Canada.
The first U.S. detection was made in Niagara County, N.Y., in 2004. Since
then it has spread to at least seven states and six Canadian provinces.

A relatively weak flyer, Swede midge most easily spreads to new areas in
infested transplant material.  It will also show up near infested crucifer crops
grown in the prior season, especially downwind of them.

MSU Extension will be working to determine the extent of the infestation
in Michigan, developing monitoring and control recommendations, and edu-
cating growers.

Swede midge will be a topic at the Great Lakes Fruit, Vegetable and Farm
Market Expo in Grand Rapids, slated for December 8-10.  Crucifer crop
growers are strongly encouraged to attend.

Experts encourage farmers to protect their crops from Swede midge by
using clean transplants, rotating to non-crucifer crops every two or three
years, working with MSU Extension on Swede midge monitoring, and by
utilizing insecticide applications.

Serious crop threat seen
in Sanilac County fields

will likely have a great deal more
impact on large urban medical cen-
ters than on rural hospitals such as
Hills and Dales.

“This (proposed legislation) has
been on the burner for years,” Hills
and Dales President and CEO Jean
Anthony commented Friday.

“At rural hospitals, with our census
(number of patients under care), we
have mandatory minimum staffing,”
Anthony said.  “In our ER, there are
two RNs at all times, and a ward
clerk and a physician, whether
there’s a patient or not.  On the
med/surg floor, there’s a minimum of
two nurses – there is an RN and the
second is usually an RN, and a ward

Continued from page one.

Hospital officials weigh in on nursing legislation
clerk and CENA (competency evalu-
ated nursing assistant).”
Anthony pointed out that the patient

census at Hills and Dales varies
greatly from week to week – even
day to day.  “We can be in our teens,
and three days later be down to four
(patients), and a few days later be up
to 10,” she said.

Still, staff levels are a priority and
are monitored.

“We are credentialed through the
Healthcare Facilities Accreditation
Program (HFAP).  With HFAP, they
will come in a minimum of every
three years and they do look at
staffing, so there is a critique there,”
Anthony said.
The bottom line, at Hills and Dales,

she added, is hospital officials rarely
require mandatory overtime among
its nursing staff, which is plentiful –
at least for now – in spite of nursing
shortages being seen across the state
and nation.  “We are fortunate to
have very good staffing,” she said.
That conclusion has been backed by

recognition both across Michigan
and nationally.

For example, in November 2014,
Hills and Dales was named one of
the Top 100 Best Places to Work in
health care – based on an anonymous
employee survey process — by
Modern Healthcare Magazine, con-
sidered the health care industry’s
leading source of business, policy,
news, research and information. 

A year earlier, the Studer Group, a
nationwide outcome-based health
care performance firm, awarded
Hills and Dales with an “Excellence
in Patient Care” award based on
exemplary “patients always received
help as soon as they wanted” results
from a patient surveys completed the
same year.

MNA poll results

The statewide MNA poll announced
last week surveyed 600 Michigan
voters and was conducted from Sept.
8 through Sept. 14.  The results

revealed that:
*77 percent of voters surveyed

agreed that “the quality of patient
care in MI hospitals is suffering
because registered nurses are being
assigned too many patients per
shift.”

*44 percent of households with an
overnight hospital stay in the past
two years believe the quality of care
suffered due to nurses having too
many patients at one time.

*80 percent of voters favor passing
a law establishing minimum nurse
staffing levels in Michigan hospitals.

“Registered nurses want to make
sure that every patient, no matter
what hospital you go to, receives
quality care and is protected from
harm,” said John Armelagos, an RN
at the University of Michigan Health
System and Michigan Nurses
Association president.

“The facts show that stretching
nurses too thin leads to more patient
infections, falls, complications and
even deaths. Michigan needs a law
so that every patient gets the nursing
care they need, not the amount of
care allowed by number crunchers
focused on making money.”

Registered nurse understaffing is a
public health issue, according to
Warren.
“It makes no sense that we limit the

number of hours people can fly air-
planes and drive trucks but put no
limits on nurses’ hours,” she said.
“It’s dangerous and unfair to patients
when nurses are so exhausted that
they must compromise care and
can’t protect their patients from
harm.”

The Safe Patient Care Act would
require Michigan hospitals to imple-
ment a staffing plan specific to each
unit that adheres to minimum nurse-
to-patient ratios based on research
and national professional standards;
limit mandatory RN overtime to
instances of genuine emergencies;
and disclose their actual RN staffing
levels and inform patients of how to
report potential violations of the law.


