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THE CHARRED remains of a couch that was apparently set on fire inside a

rental home in Cass City Friday night lie in front of the residence at 6719

Main St.  Elkland Township Fire Chief Glenn Guilds has requested that a

state fire marshal investigate the suspicious blaze, which caused an estimated

$15,000 to $20,000 in damage.

Fatal crash claims
local man Friday

ROYAL RED HAWKS. Seniors Sawyer

Cuthrell and Ilana Blattner highlighted the

halftime ceremonies of Friday’s homecoming

contest with Vassar when the pair was

announced as Cass City’s 2015 king and queen.

Ohio hunter dies in fall
from tree stand Thursday

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) officials say an Ohio
man died in a hunting accident in Huron County on the opening day of the
archery deer season Thursday.
Capt. David Malloch reported the 45-year-old victim, whose name was not

released pending notification of family members, died after falling from his
tree stand at the Verona State Game Area.  The victim’s hunting partner con-
tacted the DNR at about 10 a.m. to report the accident.

“The officer and personnel responding from Central Huron Ambulance in
Bad Axe performed CPR,” said Malloch, who added the victim was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

“Preliminary investigation revealed the victim had shot a deer and had
unfastened his safety harness to climb down from his tree stand. He was
found lying next to a tree,” Malloch said.  “The complete circumstances sur-
rounding the fall are still being determined. The cause of death is pending
conclusive determination by the Huron County medical examiner.”
The roughly 7,700-acre Verona State Game Area is located about six miles

east of Bad Axe.

Suspicious house fire in Cass City
Friday causes thousands in damage

DEB ENGLEHART of Cass City was among the

area residents who braved Saturday’s chilly fall

weather to visit The Market at Rotary Park in Cass

City.  Englehart was looking for some acorn and

butternut squash, and she wasn’t disappointed.

The third annual one-day farmer’s market offered

shoppers a variety of items, from produce and

mums to antiques, art and Amish goods.

Huron, Sanilac groups land
DNR wildlife habitat grants

Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) officials recently
announced the recipients of the 2016
Wildlife Habitat Grants, including
two in the Thumb.
A total of $910,000 was awarded to

various conservation organizations,
units of government, landowners and
non-profit organizations for projects
to be completed by Sept. 30, 2016.

The successful applicants included
the Huron County chapter of
Pheasants Forever ($68,739) and the
Sanilac Conservation District in
Sanilac County ($29,000).

Examples of funded projects
include enhancement of hunter walk-
ing trails, improved food sources for
upland-bird game species in several
locations across the state, as well as
increased food and shelter for white-
tailed deer.
The Wildlife Habitat Grant Program

began in October 2013 and is funded
with a portion of the revenue from
hunting and fishing licenses sold
each year. The grant program is
administered by the DNR through a
cooperative effort between the

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A fire that caused thousands of dol-
lars in damage to a house in Cass
City Friday night was apparently set.
Elkland Township Fire Chief Glenn

Guilds described the blaze as suspi-
cious, saying fire fighters discovered
a couch on fire in the living room of
the unoccupied rental home, located
just east of Parkway at 6719 Main St.

The couch and a chair were the only
furnishings inside the home owned
by Joe Howard, according to Guilds,
who noted the renters had recently
moved out.

Fire fighters were dispatched to the

scene at about 8:30 p.m. and had the
blaze under control within 10- to 15
minutes, but the damage – an esti-
mated $15,000 to $20,000 worth —

Guilds has called in a state fire mar-
shal to conduct an investigation, and
he indicated a homeowner’s insur-
ance company typically launches its

Cass City teachers working without a
new contract, negotiations continuing

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Teachers in the Cass City School
District started the new school year
last month without a new contract
and continue to work without one.

Cass City Education Association
(CCEA) representatives along with
school officials began the negotia-
tion process last spring and are now
in mediation, according Cass City
School Supt. Jeff Hartel.

“We’ve had one (meeting with the
mediator) and we have another on
the 14th (of October),” Hartel said.
“We’ve made some progress; we
have agreed on bits and pieces of the
proposed contract,” he added.  “We
still are working on some language
issues – we haven’t really gotten into
the nuts and bolts on salary and ben-
efits.”

School officials offered the union
what Hartel called a fair contract
offer in June.  “There was a pay
increase and their (teachers’) insur-
ance wasn’t touched,” Hartel said,
adding the union rejected the offer,
which was subsequently taken off
the table.

Both sides then resumed negotia-
tions, and those efforts are now con-
tinuing with the assistance of a medi-
ator, said Hartel, who indicated the
goal remains the same; to ratify a
new labor agreement that is fair to
both the school and the union.

The Chronicle was unable to reach
CCEA bargaining representative
Jane Reif for comment. 

Cass City teachers were previously
working under a two-year contract.

The local teaching staff was more
than a month into the 2013-14 school
year before that contract was ratified.
Negotiations had started months
before – in early spring – and bar-
gainers had agreed on much of what

the pact would include, with the key
exception being salaries for the dis-
trict’s 56 teachers.

Both sides came to an agreement in
late October 2013, adopting the cur-
rent two-year labor agreement that
lifted a five-year freeze on step pay –
incremental salary increases based
on years of service.  At the time, the

board agreed to add 1 ½ percent to
each step and move all instructors up
a step.

The union, meanwhile, agreed to
concessions that included increasing
class sizes before “overload” pay
kicks in.  Overload pay is additional
money guaranteed when a teacher

was already done.  Guilds explained
that upholstered furniture such as
couches, when ignited, tend to smol-
der for long periods of time.  In this
case, he said, the result was exten-
sive smoke and heat damage on the
main floor.

own, independent investigation
when a fire is deemed suspicious.

The Elmwood-Gagetown Fire
Department assisted Cass City fire-
men, who remained at the scene for
roughly 90 minutes.

Elkland Township Fire Chief Glenn Guilds described the
blaze as suspicious, saying fire fighters discovered a couch
on fire in the living room of the unoccupied rental home,
located just east of Parkway at 6719 Main St.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A three-vehicle collision on M-81 between Cass City and Caro claimed the
life of a Cass City man and left two others injured Friday afternoon.

Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen Skrent identified the victim as 79-year-
old Jerry Greer.
Deputies were dispatched to the scene of the accident – near Dutcher Road

in Ellington Township – shortly after 3 p.m., according to Skrent.
“They found that a semi-truck had pulled into a private drive. It could not

make the turn so the driver, Raymond Jajou, a 25-year-old male from East
Lansing, backed into the road. The semi was then struck from behind by a
van going west on M-81,” Skrent reported.  “The van was then rear ended
by another vehicle.”

Greer’s wife suffered what the undersheriff described as non-life threaten-
ing injuries.  She was transported to Hills and Dales General Hospital for
treatment.  The driver of the third vehicle, Luezern Dickson, 34, of
Gagetown, was also injured and treated at Hills and Dales General Hospital.
Among the agencies assisting deputies at the scene were MMR ambulance,

ACW ambulance, the Tuscola County Road Commission, and the Caro Fire
Department.

Please turn to page 8.
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A story on this year’s Elkland

Township Cemetery Walk, published
in last week’s edition of the
Chronicle, incorrectly reported that
one of the past citizens being por-
trayed, Adam Benkelman, was origi-
nally from Belgium.  In fact,
Benkelman was born and raised in
Germany.  He and his wife,
Catharina, left for the United States
from Antwerp, Belgium.

The Chronicle regrets the error.

Correction

THE OWENDALE CLASS OF ’53 (front, left to right) Bonnie (MacCallum)

Gaeth, Millie (Brining) Singler, Esther (Block) Bedford, Barb (Kretzchmer)

Scharich and Shirley (Knowlton) Howard; (back) Dale Mellendorf, Gail

(Hallock) Ohanian, Jim Ricker, Earl Roe and Jack Montney. Missing is

Eleanor (Good) Truemner. 

Owendale class of ‘53 recently held 62nd reunion
The Owendale Class of 1953 held

their 62nd anniversary September 5
at Franklin Inn. Eleven classmates
were in attendance with 4 guests,
Sharon Cummins, Gerry Edler, Julie
Kain and Brenda Besant our honoree
grad.

Earl Roe welcomed the class and
Jim Ricker served as toastmaster
with Esther Bedford offering prayer.
Barb Kretzschmer brought roses for

deceased members Joann Proudfoot
Ricker, Chris Warack, Delores Day,

Dorothy (Niester) McEachin, Barb
(Emery) McCallum, Don Cummins,
Charles Edler, Bob Guillett and John
Ohanian.

Take home gifts were given by
Besant and Roe. 

Attending graduates were Millie
Brining Singler, Royal Oak; Esther
(Block) and Robert Bedford, Elkton;
Eleanor (Good) Truemner, Cass
City; Gail (Hallock) Ohanian, Ann
Arbor; Barb (Kretzschmer)
Scharich, Burton; Shirley

(Knowlton) Howard; Winter Haven,
Florida; Bonnie (MacCallum) Gaeth,
Owendale; Dale and Betsy
Mellendorf, Cass City; Jack
Montney, Florida; Jim and Dolly
Ricker, Pigeon; and Earl and Jeanine
Roe, Kalkaska.

Regrets were sent from Dick
Retzler, Shirley (Voelker) Wing,
Jenny (Ebel) Martens, Don
Davidson, Donna (Stock) Schembers
and Don Kruse. 
The group made plans to meet again

in 2 years. 

E. Truemner recently 

celebrated 80th birthday
Eleanor Truemner was the guest of honor at a surprise 80th

birthday celebration, hosted by her children, on August 30
at Cass City United Methodist Church. Approximately 140
guests were present for the celebration dinner, including
friends/family from Texas, Arizona, North Carolina and
Tennessee.

Nick’s Country Oven and friends/family prepared the
meal and Cathy Hutchinson made the birthday cake that
was enjoyed by all. Ardis Monroe, Janice Winter and
Cheryl Osentoski helped to make the day extra special.

Eleanor Truemner
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Living the fantasy

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel jokingly suggested
that he would gladly accept $10 in exchange for the
former Campbell Elementary School building during a
recent board discussion focusing on the discovery of
mold problems inside the structure.

Board President Alice Zaleski indicated she strongly
agreed with the superintendent.

So do we.
Board Trustee Dan Manwell chided Hartel for the

comment, saying school officials have an obligation to
get as much money for the building as possible, consid-
ering it was paid for with taxpayers’ dollars.  We
understand and respect his desire for the board to act
as responsible financial stewards.

However, there comes a time when the most fiscally
responsible decision lies in cutting one’s losses and
moving on, rather than waiting another week or month
or year to take definitive action.  That’s especially true
when time is money, and there’s no disputing the fact
that the old school is costing taxpayers every day in the
area of utility expanses.

Manwell also mentioned that earlier discussions
regarding the proposed sale of Campbell drew criticism
from some citizens who believe school officials should
not sell the building, not only because of the district’s
investment in the structure, but also because a number
of folks have expressed concern that school officials
might need the classrooms at some point down the road.

The opposition voiced a few months after the building
was vacated prompted some board members to drag
their feet and, ultimately, pass up on what may have
been a golden opportunity to sell the building to a non-
profit dental practice targeting underserved and low-
income families.

That’s all water under the bridge, of course, but we
wonder how many of those taxpayers were more con-
cerned with the proposed use of the building than with
whether Cass City Public Schools would be wanting for
classroom space in the near future.  We also wonder if
those same citizens still want the board of education to
take no action until someone comes along and agrees to
meet the school’s $120,000 asking price.

We hope not many, because that simply isn’t going to
happen, folks. 

Regarding concerns over the loss of classroom space,
Hartel recently offered board members another
reminder of the reality surrounding enrollment numbers
in the form of projected student numbers as of late
September.

School officials, who closed Campbell in conjunction
with a consolidation effort following the loss of hun-
dreds of students over the past several years, are look-
ing at an even smaller enrollment in 2015-16.  In fact,
for the first time in memory, the combined enrollment in
grades 9-12 dipped below 300.

School officials have done an admirable job of making
some use of the school by leasing space to three differ-
ent businesses, but that hasn’t erased the $20,000 being
spent on utilities there annually.

The effort also hasn’t provided a long-term solution,
one that releases the school district of responsibility for
the building as well as, hopefully, prevent it from grad-
ually taking on the appearance of the former Deford
Elementary School a number of years ago. 

The bottom line?  There’s no point in rejecting just
about any reasonable offer for the school building, and
there’s no time to lose with the winter heating season
upon us.

We believe Zaleski succinctly summed up the situation
during the board’s September monthly meeting.   

“We really need to work on ways to get rid of that
building,” Zaleski said.  “It’s costing us money and we
haven’t raised our student count in the four years since
we closed it.”

It’s a possibility you could have a running back on one
team and a wide receiver playing against your running
back on the other. Knowing which team to cheer for is
nearly impossible. Besides, none of this has ever been
about the game; it’s about the fantasy.

Win or lose, I’m just glad I got invited. It’s allowing
me the opportunity to spend quality time engaged in
sports talk with my guys as well as enjoying an ongo-
ing date with them every Sunday afternoon through at
least the first week in February. (Which gives non-
sporty types like me a whole month before March
Madness brackets become a reality.) 
As a bonus extra point, I’m happy to report that land-

ing a spot on the couch during game day is no longer a
fantasy. That’s a big “W” for me under any league
rules.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice;
follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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My daughter and I live with a bunch of guys, so it
wasn’t much of a surprise when they suggested a
family fantasy football league. They are good at
thinking up ways to beat us in various competitions
– and not watching chick flicks.
The fantasy league wasn’t such a bad idea. I figured

it would generate a friendly atmosphere of competi-
tion and provide a shared sense of engagement dur-
ing the big games. Plus it might even garner me a
spot on the couch on Sunday afternoons. I was all in.

We started with the draft. This is where you pick
your team, not get ready for war. Since my knowl-
edge of professional football fits comfortably on the
tip of a very sharp pencil, I was a little apprehensive.
My sons showed me there are apps for that. Our app
walked us through the whole fantasy drafting
process, gave us a play-by-play rundown of who’s
who in football and ranked players according to their
estimated fantasy worth and scoring potential. 

How hard could it be?
I picked my roster and was feeling optimistic about

my running backs, quarterbacks and couple other
backs on my team. As a bonus, I’d scored a good-
looking tight end (which refers to a football player,
by the way). 

After picking a team, you have to decide which
players to put in your lineup each week. This
involves research into player injuries, team
matchups, home field advantage and, of course, who
has the best looking tight end. I read the predictions
and checked the stats and played my players accord-
ingly. The process was detailed and scientific. I was
at the top of my game and ready to put it through the
goalpost. 

Then game day hit like a linebacker and I got clob-
bered like a scrambling quarterback. 
Apparently getting your butt kicked in fantasy foot-

ball is easier than the odds lead you to believe. Either
that or I’m just talented that way. For a few weeks
now my mainliners have produced squat while the
guys sitting on my bench put in outstanding perform-
ances. 

Perhaps this whole fantasy thing is more of a night-
mare than I thought. 

It also changes the way you watch the game. Not
that I’ve ever been much of a watcher, but I assume
if I had been I’d pick a specific team and root for a
“W.” In fantasy football, it isn’t important which
team wins the game, but whether your tight end
catches a touchdown pass from your quarterback
with your kicker successfully making the extra point.

Time to abandon
this (school) ship

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Gov. Rick Snyder has declared October to be
Michigan Apple Month.

You may not know this, but Michigan is the third-
largest apple producing state in the nation, with 9.2
million apple trees in commercial production, covering
36,500 acres of family-run farms.  The state apple
growers produce more than 16 varieties.

“Our state boasts 850 apple growing families who
hope to harvest more than 24 million bushels of apples
this year,” said Diane Smith, executive director of the
Michigan Apple Committee. “Apples are a long-held
tradition in our state, and are vital to Michigan’s agri-
culture industry and economy.
Apples are also important contributors to good health.

With a plethora of varieties able to match any flavor
preference, regular apple consumption is an easy and
reachable goal. More information about the health ben-
efits of eating apples can be found at
MichiganApples.com/healthy-living.

**********

Consumers are being warned to be on the lookout for
scam artists looking to buy black walnut trees using the
detection of an “invasive species” as the hook.

There are reports of log buyers pressuring Michigan
woodlot owners and others to sell their black walnut
trees, telling them that Thousand Cankers Disease
(TCD) has been detected in Michigan.
TCD has not been detected in Michigan, according to

officials with the Michigan departments of Agriculture
and Rural Development and Natural Resources.

Michigan’s forests are home to approximately 8.5
million black walnut trees with an economic value of
more the $86 million and ecological value as a food
source for birds, mammals and other wildlife. There
are also more than 80 walnut growers in Michigan,
with approximately 4,000 trees in nut production.

**********

A case of bubonic plague has been confirmed in a
Michigan resident who recently returned from
Colorado in an area with reported plague activity,
according to the Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services MDHHS).

The individual is a Marquette county resident who is
recovering after receiving appropriate treatment.
Public health officials have said there is no concern
regarding human-to-human transmission in this case.
This is Michigan’s first plague diagnosis, and the 14th

case reported nationally in 2015.

**********

If you’ve got talent, mark Nov. 7, 2015 on the calen-
dar.

That’s when AGT (America’s Got Talent) auditions
will be held in Detroit’s COBO Center for Season 11
of the popular television show. Visit
AGTauditions.com to find everything you need to
know about being a contestant on AGT for the
next season which airs in the summer of 2016. 

Remember, America’s Got Talent is open to individ-
uals of any age, any talent, any dream. Best of luck. 

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $20 per insertion. There is a
$5 additional charge for including a photo.

.
Advertising Rates

Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less, $5.00
each insertion;  additional words 15 cents each.
Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.  Save
money by enclosing cash with mail orders.  Rates
for display want ads on application.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $5
fee to include a photo.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various felony charges:

*James E. Welch, 54, Saginaw,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, June 26 in
Fremont Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $1,500.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Jason L. Schriber, 28, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to charges of operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, second offense,
and failure to stop at the scene of a
property damage accident, and no
contest to two counts of assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police
office, and one count of attempted
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer June 12 in Juniata
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brian L. Yoe, 38, Caro, pleaded
guilty to operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, Aug. 8 in Indianfields
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Jamie L. Gamm, 35, Vassar, plead-

ed no contest to possession of mari-
juana and driving while his license
was suspended or revoked July 12 in
Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Joshua C. Bell, 28, Millington,
pleaded guilty to assaulting or
obstructing a police officer Aug. 6 in
Caro.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-

uled.
*Thomas C. Inches, 26, Reese,

pleaded guilty to charges of alter-
ing/forging a motor vehicle registra-
tion tab, driving while license was
suspended or revoked, and driving
without insurance June 30 in Reese.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brandon L. Proper, 30, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in the county
jail following his pleas of no contest
to three counts of criminal sexual
conduct – second degree assault
between Dec. 1, 2014, and Jan. 21,
2015, in Caro.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,894.

*Susan M. LaPratt, 49, Reese,
pleaded no contest to delivery/manu-
facture of marijuana March 2 in
Denmark Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$1,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Robert A. Coverdill, 58, Deford,
pleaded guilty to attempted delivery
of a controlled substance
(Oxycodone) Jan. 27 in Kingston
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Bert Simmonds III, 39, Flint,
pleaded guilty to possession of mari-
juana, second offense, July 28 in
Novesta Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Aaron J. Wright, 25, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to charges of arson,
second degree, delivery/manufacture
of methamphetamine, and maintain-
ing a lab involving methampheta-
mine between Dec. 1, 2014, and July
23, 2015, in Dayton Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at

$50,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing was
scheduled for Nov. 23 at 1 p.m.

*Paul B. McConnell, 26, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to assault with a
dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) and domestic violence, third
offense, June 22 in Vassar Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$8,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing was
scheduled for Nov. 23 at 1 p.m.

*Tyler C. Gokey, 23, Caro, pleaded
guilty to larceny in a building July 5
in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing was scheduled
for Nov. 23 at 1 p.m.

*Michael A. Eckhardt, 52, Cass
City, received a one-year delayed
sentence following his plea of guilty
to delivery/manufacture of a con-
trolled substance (Oxycodone).

He was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $858 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.
*Tony W. Powell, 35, Vassar, plead-

ed no contest to one count each of
attempted assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer, and
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer June 29 in Vassar.  He
also pleaded no contest to a charge of
absconding or forfeiting bond,
although the court took that plea
under advisement.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $20,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Joel A. Lakawskas, 29, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sentence
follow his pleas of no contest to
charges of assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault), carrying
a weapon with unlawful intent, and
assault or assault and battery June 4
in Caro.
He was placed on 12 months proba-

tion and ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,476 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

department’s Wildlife Division and
Grants Management section.

The grant program’s main objective
is to enhance and improve the quali-
ty and quantity of game species habi-

Continued from page one. tat in support of a specific goal from
the DNR Wildlife Division’s strate-
gic plan.

To be eligible to participate in the
program, an application must be sub-
mitted by a local, state, federal or
tribal unit of government, or profit or

non-profit groups or individuals in
the state who will commit to main-
taining the area to be improved for
the useful life of a proposed project.

The minimum grant amount is
$15,000, and the required partner
cost share for approved projects is 10
percent of the total project. 

Huron, Sanilac groups land habitat grants
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Oops -- we
did it again

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Typo-
n, pl. –pos
1. A typographical error (see also misprint, mistake, error, gaff, etc.).

The typo will always be the bane of an editor’s existence, not to
mention the proofreader whose eye for errors frequently keeps the
editor/reporter out of hot water.

The advent of all sorts of technology aids (spell check, etc.) has
helped, but it’s been no panacea.  In fact, those little helpers frequent-
ly turn correctly spelled words and sentences into unintelligible gob-
bledygook that leave those of us in the business simply shaking our
heads.
Which is all a long-winded way of saying journalists make mistakes,

and even the most experienced among us are hard pressed to explain
just how a misspelling always manages to remain invisible on a page
until the moment hard copies of the newspaper hit the stands.

I realize it’s been awhile since we’ve printed a typo column – not
surprisingly a pretty popular topic – but you have to understand that
a journalist of my experience and skill rarely makes a mistake.
Thankfully, other members of our staff make tons of them.

Well, that’s my story and I’m sticking with it.
Anyway, here are a few recent gems that never made it into print,

thanks to veteran Chronicle proofreader Deb Severance:
*”The person violating the ordinance…shall be punished by a fire.”

Wow, village officials really are cracking down on this zoning stuff!
(fine)

*”The Cass City rack revitalization project…”  First punished by
fire, then the rack (presumably after it’s revitalized)? (track) 

*”…urging employees and their workers to use extreme car and
safety.” Geez, wouldn’t an extreme car potentially undermine safety,
not to mention give the insurance company another reason to up those
premiums? (care)

*”Traffic trash reconstructionist…” Looks like Michigan law
enforcement is serious about cleaning up our communities by the
numbers. (crash)

*”There was quite a bit of fire word…”  Let it never be said the
Chronicle’s afraid of taking on a hot topic!

*”…where he became a real estate brother.” Talk about your frater-
nal order of the “For Sale” and “Sold!” signs. (broker)

*”(Items for sale include)…a sectional coach.”  Well, no surprise
there, given how much our coaches are expected to multitask these
days. (couch).

*”Hay for sale – you bail.” Well, we have been getting a lot of rain
lately, so you have to expect a wet field here and there. (bale)

*”The Flower Center.” Sure, there are plenty of nurseries in the
Thumb, but that wasn’t the intention here. (The Fowler Center)

*”Pictured above are (from left) King Glaspie…” Sure, Mr. Glaspie
bears some serious responsibility as chief judge of the Tuscola
County trial courts, but he’s never insisted we refer to him as His
Majesty. (Kim)

*”Home features…a food sized kitchen.” It had better, considering
that’s where most of us typically keep our refrigerators.  Duh. (good)

*”The Supperhero Team Is Back…” Hey, good food never goes out
of style, especially when it arrives in the nick of time. (super)

*”Moving sale (includes) two lazy boys.” Maybe someone else can
get some work out of them? (La-Z-Boys)
*”The state’s first case of Chronicle Wasting Disease…”  Okay, that

tears it!  This was obviously a vicious rumor started by one of our
competitors. (Chronic).

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Sandusky Fire Chief Todd
Hillman and Sanilac County
Sheriff’s deputies Rob Wendling
and Todd Laming recently com-
pleted arson investigation training
and will now serve with the newly-
established Sanilac County Arson
Investigation Unit.

Chuck Wright may very well be
the “dean” of Thumb volunteer fire
fighters, having recently retired
after putting in 50 years with the
Elmwood Township-Gagetown
Fire Department. Most recently a
captain, the Cass City native and
retired long-time UPS driver
served the department as chief for
27 years.

Five generations of the Velma
Cleland family recently gathered at
the home of Jim and Judy Doerr of
Ubly. They are great-grandmother
Judy Doerr, grandmother Wendy
Rickett, great great-grandmother
Velma Cleland, newborn Ryleigh
Middaugh and mother Caitlyn
Rickett.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

When Cathy Cooper-Stickney’s
students at Campbell Elementary
School learned that she was going
to compete in the Chicago
Marathon Sunday, they shared her
excitement. “They wanted to know
if I was going to win,” she recalled.
“I said, ‘no, I’m just going to fin-
ish.” The Cass City area woman
was true to her word. In fact, she
and running partner and good
friend Sandi Wright, also of Cass
City, crossed the finish line hand-
in-hand just about 5 hours and 14
minutes after they started.

Freshman Brandy Plowman, 14,
watches her Owen-Gage Bulldog
teammates on the field during a
recent game against Kingston. This
is Plowman’s third year in football
and her first year on Varsity. Before
Friday night’s game, the fullback
had carried 12 times and picked up
22 yards.
Another hole-in-one has been reg-

istered in Mulligan’s Irish Links,
par-3 course in Cass City. This one
was posted Sunday, Oct.20, on
hole number 2. It was registered by
Kevin Mulligan, who should be
very familiar with the course - after
all, he owns it.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

About 35 members and friends of
the Shabbona United Methodist
Church enjoyed camping at
Sonshine Lake Campground near
Bad Axe over the weekend.
Several others attended the church
service on Sunday morning.

Fred Bush of Carson City, Mich.,
Marti Best of Laughlin, Nev., and
Mr. and Mrs. Ray Peasley of Cass
City announce the engagement of
their children, Heidi J. Bush of St.
Louis and Ted R. Peasley of Cass
City. Ms. Bush is a graduate of St.
Louis High School. She will grad-
uate in May 1991 with a
Bachelor’s in Religious Education
from Great Lakes Bible College.
She is employed at Sparrow
Hospital in Lansing. Peasley is a
graduate of Cass City High School.
He is a student at Great Lakes
Bible College and is employed by
Great Lakes, where he is working
in the security department. The
couple are planning their wedding
for Dec. 29, 1990.

The 1989 Cass City High School
homecoming queen, Jane Marker
crowned this year’s queen Beth
Powell. For the first time, a home-
coming king was elected, he is Al
Dadacki.

35 YEARS AGO (1980) 

One of the three seniors will be
crowned Cass City High School
homecoming queen during half
time Friday night of the game
against Sandusky. They are Brenda
Izydorek, Lori Gohsman and Kelly
Seurynck. In the back row are
homecoming court representatives,
from left, Suzy Scollon, 9th grade;
Rochelle Peters, 10th, and Bobbi
MacKay, 11th. 

One of these seniors will be
crowned Owen-Gage homecoming
queen Friday night during halftime
ceremonies of the game against
Peck. They are Dana Laurie, Becky
Howard, Loretta Hahn, Annette
Rockefeller and Terri Sontag.
Class representatives are April
Adams and Brenda Schwartz,
freshmen; Jackie Kain and Lori Jo
Weissner, sophomores, and Renee

Nicholas and Bonnie Wynn, jun-
iors.

Mrs. Ivan Tracy, Mrs. Beverly
Allen and Mrs. Jan Thomas, of the
Sutton-Sunshine Methodist
church, attended a rally in the
Marlette Methodist Church
Saturday. The speaker was Harry
Haines of New York. The subject
was “World Hunger” through
which funds are being raised for
Kenya and the Dominican
Republic.

Elizabeth Fisher was named
“quizzer of the month” and
received a trophy from quiz coach
Dave Gaffner during the Sunday
evening service at First Baptist
Church. The Bible quiz team com-
peted with teams from other
churches in the Saginaw Valley at a
youth rally at Hope, Saturday
night.

Becky Jo Whittaker of Cass City
has been named to the academic
honors list at Ferris State College
for the summer quarter. To be eligi-
ble, a student must have compiled
a minimum 3.25 grade point aver-
age and completed at least 14 cred-
it hours.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Mari Butler, the 1974 queen,
crowned the 1975 home-coming
queen Sandy Eisinger, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ken Eisinger.
Presenting the queen with the tra-
ditional bouquet of roses was
Principal Russell Richards.

Steven Patrick, infant son of Mr.
and Mrs. Bill Sattelberg, was bap-
tized Sept. 28 at St. Michael’s
Catholic Church at Wilmot by Fr.
Richard Kubiak. A dinner at the
Sattelberg home was served at 1
p.m. Sponsors were Mrs. Charlene
Krueger of Decker and Clemens
Ulfig of Parisville. In addition to
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley
Derengowski of Cass City and Mr.
and Mrs. Morley Hare of Caro, the
new baby is the 51st great-grand-
child of Mrs. Victoria Ulfig, 85, of
Parisville.

Born to Mr. and Mrs. Ronald
Andrus of Grand Rapids, a son,
Matthew Ronald, Oct. 2 in
Butterworth Hospital. The baby
weighed seven pounds and 9 1/2-
ounces. Mrs. Andrus is the former
Pat Rogers of Decker.

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hahn of
Cass City celebrated their 35th
wedding anniversary Sunday at the
Bavarian Inn at Frankenmuth.
They were guests of their children:
Ms. Jeanne Hahn of Farmington,
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Baranek
(Marguerite) and children, Scott
and Traci, and Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Baranek (Linda) all of
Bay City, and Karen, Brenda and
Yvonne of Cass City. Also attend-
ing were Dennis Powell and Ivan
Stine. The couple were married
Oct. 5, 1940, in Sebewaing at the
Blessed Virgin Mary Church. Mrs.
Hahn is the former Elsie Lehman
of Unionville and they came to
Cass City from Unionville in 1943.  

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

There are at least 16 different
species of trees on the northern
portion of the Cass City Recreation
Park and the Cass City school
grounds. Robert Hirn, biology
teacher, says that many have
already been identified as students
work to prepare a permanent tree
identification course in the area.
The trail will be marked so that
interested groups or individuals
can follow it and conduct this type
nature study on their own, Hirn
said. Sponsors are planning to con-
struct a brochure that will be
placed at the beginning of the rail.
It will instruct individuals on what
to do.

Miss Lillian Dunlap of Caro and
Mrs. Bruce Kritzman visited Mr.
and Mrs. William Evo Sr. of
Madison Heights and the William
Evo Jr. family of Royal Oak
Sunday. Rev. and Mrs. Dale
Coleman and family of Bay City
and Mrs. Gilbert McKee were
Friday evening visitors of Mr. and
Mrs. Wilford Caister. Sunday din-
ner guests of Mr. and Mrs. Wilford
Caister were Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Schwannecke and Cindy of
Saginaw, Mr. and Mrs. Herb Pallas
and daughters Judith and Sandra
Pallas and Mr. and Mrs. Duane
Caister and Randy.

Edward P. Retherford, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Phillip Retherford, is
enrolled at Olivet College for the
fall semester of 1965. Edward is a

member of the freshman class.
B. A. Calka of Cass City, named

as Realtor of the year by the Upper
Thumb Board of Realtors, was
honored at the annual meeting of
the Michigan Real Estate
Association at Detroit. Upper
Thumb President Carl J. Millikin
announced the award, while
revealing that the annual meeting
of the Upper Thumb organization
has been scheduled Tuesday, Oct.
12, at Sherwood Forest Country
Club at Gagetown. Organized in
October of 1963, the Thumb group
has grown from 13 to over 40
members.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)  

Robert A. McNamee, who recent-
ly completed 51 years of service as
a railroad man, 20 years of which
were in the Grand Trunk station in
Cass City, was honored Thursday
evening when Grand Trunk
Railway officials, employees and
their wives to the number of 45
entertained at a delightful dinner in
the dining room of the Presbyterian
Church here. The dinner was pre-
pared and served by the ladies of
the church. Among those present
were J. Lee Cahill, general agent
for the Grand Trunk Railway; T. J.
McCarthy, travelling freight agent;
and W. J. Husband, chief clerk, all
of Saginaw; and A. E. VanFleet
travelling auditor of Port Huron;
Mr. McNamee was presented with
a Stewart-Warner radio and Mrs.
McNamee with a beautiful cameo
broach. Mr. McNamee was forced
to retire as station agent here in
June because of ill health.

Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Benkelman,
Sr., left Sunday on a three week
trip to St. Francis, Kansas. Leaving
Imlay City Sunday night by train
they spent Monday at the home of
their daughter, Mrs. J. E. Pease, at
LaGrange, Illinois. At St. Francis,
they will be guests of Mr.
Benkelman’s nephew, Dr. Albert
Benkelman, and niece, Mrs. Lottie
Shields, and will also visit at the
home of Charles Benkelman, a
nephew, at McDonald. On their
return trip, they will spend few
days with relatives and friends in
Sturgis.

Fellow citizens and friends of Dr.
George Bates, who has practiced as
a physician in Tuscola County for
50 years, honored him at a recep-
tion at the Methodist Church in
Kingston. The doctor, who has
made his home in Kingston village
for 48 years, received the congrat-
ulations of friends and acquain-
tances in recognition of a useful
and honorable career as a profes-
sional man and citizen.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

A change is announced in the
postmastership at Shabbona. Gee.
H. Jones, postmaster at that place
for 30 years, will be succeeded by
Win. Auslander. Since Shabbona
has “lost her rural carrier service,
the demands of the postal service
do not require near the time or
attention that were heretofore nec-
essary. The office will therefore be
moved from its present location
where the building was given over
entirely to the postal service to the
general store of Ehlers &
Auslander. It is not known just
when the new postmaster will take
over the affairs of the office.

Prospects are now good for the
Cass City flour mills to be opened.
A stock company is being formed
and several enterprising citizens
are hustling to sell the stock. On
going to press, about one-half of
the stock has been taken and the
hustlers have many yet to see.
Shares are placed at $10 each and
are being taken in blocks of ten or
less. The sale of the balance of the
stock depends much on how the
farmers take hold of the project.
Full explanations regarding the
plan will be given by-J. H. Striffler,
A. A. Hitchcock or J. C. Farrell.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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Ruth Dorman

Ruth Margarite Schember Dorman, 96, of Tuscola County Medical Care
Facility, Caro, formerly of Cass City, died unexpectedly Tuesday, September
29, 2015 in St. Mary’s Medical Center, Saginaw.  

She was born at home August 20, 1919 in Cass City, the first of four children
born to Rinerd and Mable (Klemmer) Knoblet.  

She married Archie Dorman August 20, 1972.  He died October 14, 1991.                                  
Ruth worked for the Caro State Hospital as a nurse for 28 years.  She was a

member and former President of the Woman’s Christian Temperance Union for
many years.  She enjoyed quilting and made each grandchild a quilt for their
high school graduation.   Ruth was a longtime member of Cass City
Missionary Church.  Ruth loved all her family so much and prayed for them
daily. Now she is in Heaven with her Jesus who she dearly loved and praised.
Following his death, Ruth wrote a book about her son, David’s life. 

Ruth is survived by her sons:  Lyle Schember of Grand Rapids, Paul
(Kaylene) Schember of Nicholasville, KY; daughter-in-law, Marcia Schember
of Cass City; step-sons, Dennis (Ellen) Dorman of Livonia, Edward (Bonnie)
Dorman of Big Rapids; 14 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; 7 great-
great-grandchildren and the 8th great- great-grandchild due in October.  

She was preceded in death by her sons:  David Schember and Rinerd
Schember; granddaughter, Renee DeGrandchamp; great-grandson, Jason
Smith; sisters:  Martha Putnam and Charlotte Lockwood; brother, Frederick
Knoblet.   

A funeral service was held October 3 in Cass City Missionary Church with
Dr. Phil Burkett officiating. 

Interment will be in Novesta Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for Mrs.
Dorman will be her grandsons.  

Memorials may be made to Deford Christian Academy.  Family and friends
may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuner-
alhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Caleb J. Hanby

Caleb J. Hanby, 28, of Cass City, died following a yearlong battle with
Rhabdomyosarcoma. He battled the cancer bravely and with so much pride for
a full year and he courageously “won” his battle and will forever be our
Superman.  

Caleb J. Hanby was born December 17, 1986 in Cass City, the first of two
sons born to Jeffrey and Michelle (Palmer) Hanby.  

Caleb married his wonderful bride, Bethany Davidson, in a beautiful bedside
ceremony at Vanderbilt University Center MICU, while surrounded by family
and friends on September 24, 2015. Caleb said that the ceremony made him
feel “complete”.
Caleb graduated from Cass City High School in 2005.  He completed his edu-

cation at Cedarville University, graduating in 2009. He worked as a personal
trainer at Prairie Life Fitness and as an athletic trainer at
Zion Christian Academy. He was a sports enthusiast
and enjoyed soccer, Michigan football, Tigers base-
ball, Red Wings hockey, the outdoors, guns, naps
with his doggie, having fun with friends and fam-
ily, playing X-box games, and watching super-
hero movies. Caleb was a member of Judson
Baptist Church and a founding member of the
Nashville FC Soccer Club.

Caleb is survived by his wife, Bethany
Davidson Hanby; parents, Jeffrey and Michelle
Hanby; grandparents, Barbara Hanby and Wilbur
Palmer and his wife Betty; brother, Jacob Hanby
(Charity); nephews: Aidan, Ward, and Colman; mother
and father–in-law, Toni and Dennis Davidson: two sisters-
in-law, Katie and Carrie Davidson; many loving aunts, uncles, cousins; and his
“son”, K.C. Davidson Hanby (his Maltese puppy).  Caleb is preceded in death
by his grandfather, Donald Hanby; and his grandmother, Mary Lou Palmer.

Visitation will be held from 2 to 5 and 7 to 9 p.m. Tuesday, October 6, 2015
in Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City and funeral service at 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, October 7, 2015 in Kranz Funeral Home Cass City with Pastor
David Hill, Cass City First Baptist Church, officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for Caleb:
Devon Palmer, Malachi Palmer, Wes Todd, Joel Patera, Kyle Hanby, Brad
Hanby, Kurt Hanby.  

Memorials may be made to the Family Discretionary Fund or to Team Caleb
to help with hard times ahead for his family at
www.gofundme.com/CalebHanby.  Family and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City. 

Danny Nixon

Danny Lee Nixon, 60, of Kingston, passed away at home on Wednesday,
September 30, 2015 following a lingering battle with cancer.  

Danny was born September 24, 1955 in Jackson, the son of the late William
J. and Doris Ann (McNickle) Nixon.   

Following graduation from Northwest High
School, Danny started a career as a store manager
for Wesco Convenient Store in Jackson, and
owned and operated an antique store in Cass
City.  
Danny is survived by one brother and one sis-

ter, Tom Nixon of Jackson and Joyce
Bostwick of Cass City; a special friend,
Robert Ciure of Kingston; one niece, Heather
Brown; one nephew, Leonard (Bud) Bostwick;
and many friends. 

In keeping with Danny’s wishes, cremation has
taken place.  At this time, plans for a memorial serv-
ice are not complete.  Those planning an expression of
sympathy may wish to consider memorial contributions to the Nixon Family
Discretionary Fund, c/o 205 West Sherman St., Caro, MI 48723.  

The family was assisted with these arrangements by the Ransford Collon
Funeral Home of Caro.  Friends may share memories, thoughts and prayers
online at www.RansfordCollon.com.
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Barbara Maxwell

Barbara J. Maxwell, 82, of Pigeon, passed away Friday, October 2, 2015 at
her daughter’s home in Cass City.
Barbara Jean Thick was born in Bay Port on February 24, 1933 to Joseph and

Lorena (Wideman) Thick, and attended Pigeon High School.
She and Frederick C. Maxwell were married in Bad Axe on January 5, 1950.

They had celebrated 57 years of marriage when Fred passed away February 4,
2007.
Barbara worked at the Ben Franklin store in Pigeon for

many years. She enjoyed quilting, and especially
enjoyed spending time with her family and friends.
She was a member of Pigeon VFW Post 2236
Auxiliary as well as the St. Francis Borgia Altar
Society and St. Francis Borgia Catholic Church,
Pigeon.

Her survivors include six children: Gerald
“Jerry” (Sue) Maxwell of Alabama, Connie
(Ken) Engelhardt of Owendale, Evelyn
(Randy) Fritz of Sebewaing, Dan (Margie)
Maxwell of Elkton, Nancy (Dr. Ray) Raythatha
of Cass City, and Carl (Phyllis) Maxwell of
Pigeon; 15 grandchildren: Jimmy, Rodney,
Michelle, Kevin, Brian, Jeff, Kami, Jodie, Joell,
Jennifer, Anand, Manisha, Rajen, Heather, and Stephanie;
13 step grandchildren; 28 great-grandchildren; eight great great-grandchildren;
sister, Delores Lange of Pigeon and Florida; and several nieces and nephews. 
In addition to her husband and parents, she was preceded in death by a grand-

daughter, Ashley; sister, Helen Thick; and brother, Harold LeRoy Thick.
Visitation will be at Meyersieck-Bussema Funeral Home in Pigeon on

Wednesday, October 7 from 2 to 9 p.m. and at St. Francis Borgia Catholic
Church in Pigeon on Thursday, October 8 from 10 a.m. until mass at 11 a.m.

The Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, October 8 at
St. Francis Borgia Catholic Church/OLPH, Pigeon, with Fr. Robert Kelm offi-
ciating. 

Burial will be in Grand Lawn Cemetery, Winsor Township.
Memorials may be made to Pigeon District Library, Hospice Advantage, or

American Heart Association.
Memories may be shared online at MeyersieckBussemaFuneralHome.com.
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ATTENDING THE 50TH reunion of the Cass City High School Class of 1965 were (front row, left to

right) Sue Greenleaf Werschky, Ann Ferguson Henderson, Ruth Ann Severance Marshall, Arlene

Peasley Paladi, Jeannie Jones Rockwell, Elaine Englehart Denby, Illa Babich Sherman, Karen Bond

Damm, Linda Freiburger Bailey, John Graham, (second row, from left) Barb Bustamante Retherford,

Norma Austin McKay,  Beverly Guinther Terry, Linda McConkey Riley, David Marshall, Dale Horak

Kluzak, Shirley Root McIntosh, Shirley Brown McIntosh, Joyce Irrer Anderson, Ruth Freeman, Arlene

O’Dell Peplinski, (third row, from left) Francis DeLong, Joyce Austin Polega, Ernest Bouck, Paul

Rockwell, David McNaughton,  Jerry Krohn, Theron Roach, Bob Carpenter, Gary Spencer, (fourth row,

from left) Ed Retherford, Bob Bliss, Ken Crawford, Larry Seale, Jerry Sugden, Jerry Guinther, John

Mulrath, Roger Ashmore, Robert Milligan, Jon Avery, Steve Auvil, Mark Battel, (back row, from left)

Jim Champion, Don Ball, John Papp, Eugene Izydorek and Rick Bringardner.

CCHS Class
of ‘65 gathers
for its golden
anniversary
The Cass City High School Class of

1965 recently held its 50th class
reunion at the Franklin Inn in Bad
Axe.

Of 120 members of the graduating
class, invitations were sent to 97
individuals, and 47 of those class-
mates attended the event along with
their spouses or companions.  In all,
80 people were on hand for the
evening.

*Six classmates traveled to
Michigan from Nevada,
Pennsylvania, Minnesota, Tennessee
and Florida to attend.
Mr. and Mrs. Oarie Lemanski (1965

football coach and both former
teachers at Cass City High School)
attended the reunion and were hon-
ored for their support and positive
contributions to the school and Class
of 1965.

The program for the evening
included:

*A game of on-line “Red Hawk”
Jeopardy — Class of 1965 edition.
Three teams competed for “first
position in the buffet line.”

*In memoriam – an on-line pictori-
al presentation was done to honor 19
classmates who are now deceased.
A roll call of names was read and a
moment of silence was held for
them.
*Honoring our veterans – 1965 was

the year that U.S. ground troops first
arrived in Vietnam.  After gradua-
tion, classmates went to college or
started their careers - some went to
war.   A poem was read by Barbara
Bustamante Retherford to honor
these individuals, and all veterans
were asked to stand to receive recog-
nition for their service in the U.S.
military.

*Memories – growing up in small
town USA – Beverly Guinther Terry
shared a presentation of her memo-
ries growing up as a baby boomer in
the small town of Cass City.
Classmates were encouraged to
remember childhood and teenage
experiences at school, home and in
the community.

*The Tom and Jerry Show – Tom
Guinther and Jerry Lamoureux pro-
vided entertainment for the evening
by singing memorable songs from
the 1950’s and 60’s.

Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City will host its monthly
Senior Citizen Movies Friday, Oct.
16, at 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:

*Washington, D.C. – Each year,
millions of people visit and enjoy the
National Mall and memorial parks,
with more than 65 other attractions
scattered around and within the
District of Columbia.

View national memorials, the capi-
tol building, White House,
Smithsonian Institution and more in
this informative film (60 minutes).

*Pandas: The Journey Home – The
filmmakers of this movie were grant-
ed unprecedented access to the
Wolong Panda Center in China to
bring to light the extraordinary
efforts of the Chinese to secure the
panda’s future in the wild.  After
decades of its captive breeding pro-
gram, the center must now tackle the
challenge of reintroducing breeding
populations to the wild.

Meet all the pandas at the center as
they get ready for their new lives in
various parts of the world, and learn
about their fascinating habits as you
chuckle at their hijinks. It turns out
pandas are as much fun as they are
cute, and they love getting the best of
their caretakers. Follow Tau Tau as
he is released into the bamboo forest
to begin his adventures living in the
wild (40 minutes).

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

Library set to
host its movies
for area seniors
Friday, Oct. 16



PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 7,  2015

LAPEER ARTIST Linda Jackman will be featured

during the next Second Friday event at Artistic

Endeavors Art Gallery in Cass City.  Area residents

are invited to meet Jackman Friday, Oct. 9, from 6

to 8 p.m.

SATURDAY’S COLD and gloomy weather didn’t keep a handful of mer-

chants from participating in this year’s The Market, which was set up in Cass

City’s Rotary Park. (Related photo, page one)

Local gallery to host Lapeer artist
Officials at Artistic Endeavors Art

Gallery in Cass City will host Lapeer
Artist Linda Jackman for the
gallery’s next Second Friday event,
slated for Friday, Oct. 9, from 6 to 8
p.m.

As the planning director for the city
of Lapeer several years ago,
Jackman became part of the develop-
ment team for Gallery 194 in down-
town Lapeer.  “Since then, her con-
tinued involvement with Gallery 194
has re-awakened a long-dormant
interest in drawing and painting,”
commented Marilyn Biefer of
Artistic Endeavors.

“The supportive art community
here in Lapeer, along with some
international on-line art groups I par-
ticipate in, has bolstered my courage
to come out of the art closet the past
couple years and begin sharing my
work,” Jackman said.
She noted she enjoys experimenting

with various media such as oil paint,
acrylics, ink, graphite, charcoal and
colored pencils, and works with a
variety of subject matter, including
landscapes, portraiture and abstract
designs.

Jackman currently serves on the

board of directors of the Center for
the Arts of Greater Lapeer, which

oversees both Gallery 194 and the
PIX Theatre.

DNR officials say
prospects for deer
hunters similar to
seasons in 2014-15

With archery deer season just under way, officials with the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) last week shared this year’s annu-
al deer season forecast and reminded hunters of important changes to the
deer regulations for the 2015 deer seasons.

DNR deer program biologists predict that, overall, hunters this season will
see similar or slightly increased success rates to last year.

The forecast is designed to give hunters a better idea of what to expect in
the woods this season and includes regional information breakdowns for the
Upper Peninsula, the northern Lower Peninsula and the southern Lower
Peninsula. Also included in the forecast are overviews of important changes
for this license year, considerations for this season, and updates on wildlife
health and diseases.
For hunters in the Upper Peninsula using a deer or deer combo license, har-

vest of antlerless deer during the archery season has been eliminated. The
restriction, which does not affect the firearm deer season, will be in effect
for the 2015-2016 season.

For the 2015-2016 season, a deer or deer combo license in the Upper
Peninsula, during archery season, is essentially a “buck-only” license.
Antlerless harvest will still be permitted through the allotment of private-
land antlerless licenses in deer management units where it was decided that
antlerless harvest should be maintained. This includes DMUs 055, 122 and
155.  
Archery hunters with a deer or deer combo license in the Lower Peninsula

are still able to take antlerless deer during archery season, similar to previ-
ous years.

In addition, deer hunters should be aware that chronic wasting disease has
been confirmed in Michigan. CWD is a fatal disease affecting the central
nervous system of cervids (deer, elk and moose). Deer hunters who hunt
within Ingham, Clinton and Shiawassee counties — the CWD Management
Zone — should review changes to regulations in this area, which can be
found at www.michigan.gov/cwd.

For those hunting outside Michigan, in a state or province that has CWD
in its free-ranging deer, elk or moose, it is critical that only the following
parts of deer, elk or moose carcasses are brought into Michigan: deboned
meat, antlers, antlers attached to a skull cap cleaned of all brain and muscle
tissue, hides, upper canine teeth, and finished taxidermy mounts.

If a hunter is notified by another state or province that a deer, elk or moose
that was brought into Michigan tested positive for CWD, that hunter must
contact the DNR Wildlife Disease Lab within two business days (8 a.m. to
5 p.m.) at  (517) 336-5030. 

For more information on deer hunting seasons and regulations, visit
mi.gov/hunting. 

The seasons 

The Independence Hunt, for qualified hunters with disabilities, is Oct. 15-
18. Archery season is Oct.1-Nov. 14, and Dec. 1-Jan. 1, statewide. Firearms
season is Nov.15-30, statewide. Muzzleloading seasons are Dec. 4-13 in
Zone 1 (Upper Peninsula) and Zone 2 (Northern Lower Peninsula) and Dec.
4-20 in Zone 3 (southern Michigan).
A late antlerless hunt in selected Lower Peninsula counties on private land

is Dec. 21-Jan. 1. Please see the 2015 Hunting and Trapping Digest and the
2015 Antlerless Deer Digest for pertinent details.

The season limit is two bucks. Hunters must purchase a combo license to
take two bucks, one of which must have at least four antler points on one
side. Hunters who purchase the deer license may harvest a buck with at least
one antler that is 3 inches in length unless hunting in an area with antler
point restriction.

For specific antler point restriction information by location see pages 32
and 33 in the Hunting and Trapping Digest.

Hunters may take one antlerless deer per antlerless deer license. Antlerless
licenses are available by quotas for each deer management unit (DMU) by
public and private land. In most DMUs, hunters are restricted to five antler-
less licenses.

The outlook

Overall, there is reason for optimism heading into this deer season.
Preliminary field reports indicate a good fawn crop and healthy-looking
deer, according to the DNR.

Last year an estimated 614,593 hunters spent 8.8 million days afield, har-
vesting roughly 329,000 deer, a significant decrease from 2013. Some 41
percent of hunters successfully tagged at least one deer last year.

The deer harvest in the Upper Peninsula is expected to be low again fol-
lowing a series of difficult winters and the subsequent effects on the deer
herd. In addition, the population may take longer to rebound due to the num-
ber of predators on the landscape. Therefore, new regulation changes aimed
at protecting antlerless deer were enacted, which includes removing the
antlerless option from archery season for license and combo license holders.

Prospects in southern Michigan may be improved because of a later-than-
usual corn harvest last year. Hunters are reminded that the progress of the
corn harvest has an effect on early season hunting results, but the corn har-
vest is almost always complete by the end of the regular firearms season, and
good opportunities remain during muzzleloader, late-archery and late-antler-
less seasons.
Hunters also are encouraged to bring their deer to check stations. Check the

DNR website (www.michigan.gov/deer) for details.

Bednarski and Frostic tour Reuer
sugar beet operation in Germany

During their time abroad as part of
the Michigan and Indiana Farm
Bureau study tour to Germany and
Belgium, Thumb-area sugar beet
growers Carl Bednarski and Matt
Frostic felt right at home visiting the
Reuer family’s farm near
Cremlingen, Germany.

Hans Jurgen Reuer, and his wife
Martina, are 10th generation farmers
who grow 500 acres of sugar beets,
corn and wheat, in addition to run-
ning a farm store that sells eggs,
homemade sausages, jams and baked
goods.
Minutes after discovering Michigan

Farm Bureau President Carl
Bednarski and Sanilac County Farm

Bureau member Matt Frostic were
also sugar beet growers, Hans Jurgen
insisted on an excursion to his clos-
est sugar beet field, where they dis-
cussed several production similari-
ties between Germany and
Michigan, including planting and
harvest time frame, seed varieties,
row spacing and average yield.

Similarities aside, a distinction
worth noting is that production of
GMO (genetically modified organ-
isms) sugar beets—and other GMO
crops for that matter—is prohibited
in Germany and the European Union
(EU).

“Their non-GMO sugar beets
require herbicide treatments,” said
Bednarski, a Caro area cash crop
farmer and Michigan Farm Bureau’s
16th president.  “Whereas in
Michigan, GMO sugar beets enable
us to refrain from herbicide applica-
tion.”

Like many Michigan sugar beet
farmers in early September, Jurgen
was hoping to begin harvest in a cou-
ple weeks and reflected on his 2014
crop that was well above the nation’s
average.

“Last year was a great year for the
sugar beets,” said Reuer. “We yield-
ed 48 tons per acre.”

Reuer’s farm is situated on some of
the highest-rated German soil at 80

to 90 points. The country’s complex
soil classification system was estab-
lished during the 1930s. Land is
graded using a 100-point scale based
on attributes including ground water
recharge, water retention, filter func-
tions and soil productivity.

With more than 30,000 growers to
accommodate, there are 20 sugar
beet processing facilities throughout
Germany. For early-harvest process-
ing, farms receive an assigned deliv-
ery date, and as the season progress-
es the beets are piled and covered on
field edges until they’re able to be
hauled in.

Germany ranks second in the EU
for sugar beet production, between
France (first), Poland (third) and the
United Kingdom (fourth). The
region is also notoriously sugar-hun-
gry, but without a climate conducive
to sugar cane production, the EU is a
major importer and processor of raw
cane sugar.

The EU sugar market operates
under a production quota system
with a minimum price level and
trade mechanisms.

Editor’s note: this story was con-
tributed by Jeremy C. Nagel,
Michigan Farm Bureau media rela-
tions specialist.

has a class that exceeds a set number
of students.

Hartel estimated the new contract
would cost the district an additional
$100,000 in 2013 and another
$70,000 in 2014.

In addition to the union contract,
the board approved a salary increase
of 1 ½ percent for each of the dis-
trict’s four administrators, which
translated into a combined $5,000.

The Cass City Public Schools’
financial picture has improved since
the last teachers’ contract was rati-

fied.  At that time, school officials
were projecting a year-end fund bal-
ance of close to $800,000, an amount
equal to 8.7 of the schools’ 2013-14
general fund budget.

According to revised 2014-15
spending plan figures discussed by
the board in August, officials report-
ed rolling over roughly $210,000
into the fund balance of the district’s
new budget, which went into effect
July 1. Cass City’s fund balance is
now estimated at $1.4 million, or an
amount equal to 14.27 percent of the
general fund budget.

Continued from page one.

Contract negotiations continue

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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