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Auditors give village
thumbs up on budget

Zip line accident fatal
Thursday at Bay Shore

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Belmont man lost his life in a freak zip line accident Thursday afternoon
at Bay Shore Camp.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson identified the victim as 85-year-old
James J. McNeil.

Hanson reported the accident occurred at about 1:30 p.m. at the
Sebewaing area campground.  “Preliminary investigation, as well as witness
statements and video, are indicating that the zip line harness attached to (the
victim) came unfastened, causing Mr. McNeil to fall and suffer fatal
injuries,” he said.

“Resuscitation efforts were attempted, but the victim was later pronounced
dead at Scheurer Hospital in Pigeon,” Hanson added.  “An autopsy has been
ordered by the Huron County medical examiner and this investigation will
continue.”

The Sebewaing Ambulance Service and Sebewaing Village police assisted
deputies at the scene.

Armed bicyclist faces charges
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The Tuscola County man who was
recently arrested after police found
him armed and carrying a backpack
containing a shotgun, ammunition
and ballistic armor while riding a
bicycle at the north end of the coun-
ty has been formally arraigned.

The sus-
pect, David
P o n t e l l o ,
44, of
A k r o n ,
faces one
f e l o n y
count each
of carrying
a concealed
weapon and
threats of
t e r ro r i sm,

and two counts of being a felon in
possession of a firearm.  Tuscola
County Undersheriff Glen Skrent
said Pontello also has an outstanding
warrant pending out of Washtenaw
County.

Pontello, whose bond has been set
at a combined $300,000, was taken
into custody Sept. 18 after deputies
were dispatched to investigate a
breaking and entering complaint.

“The homeowner had come home
and found his house broken into, and
reported a suspicious person in the

area of his house on a bicycle,”
Skrent said.

“(After) arriving in the area, Sgt.
Mattlin saw a person matching the
description given by the victim.
Upon contact with (Pontello), a
loaded handgun was found on his
person.  Also in his possession, in a
backpack, were a broken down shot-
gun, ammo and ballistic armor,”
Skrent said.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A pair of Elkton residents have been arraigned in
Huron County District Court on home invasion charges
stemming from a Sept. 19 burglary in Sebewaing
Township.

The suspects, Dennis Bricker, 32, and Kimberly
Wilkinson, 33, were both formally charged last week.
Wilkinson also faces an unrelated contempt of court
charge.  Both pleaded not guilty, and bond was set at
$10,000 for each defendant.  Both were scheduled to

return to court later this week for preliminary examina-
tions.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson indicated the
pair could also face additional charges in Huron and
Tuscola counties stemming from at least four other
break-ins police believe are related.  “More (crimes)
may have occurred and the victims may not yet be aware
that they’ve been victimized,” he said.

The Sept. 19 arrests came after the Huron County
Sheriff’s Department received a tip regarding two
Elkton residents leaving the area, allegedly with stolen

Huron Co. pair face home invasion charges

Cass City student enrollment
continues to decline in 2015 SUNDAY NIGHT’S cloud cover gave way to clear

skies just in time to give local residents a great view

of a “super moon” (the closest full moon of the

year) in combination with a lunar eclipse, as the

earth’s shadow swallowed up the moon for more

than hour.  The last such eclipse occurred in 1982

and won’t happen again until 2033. (Photo cour-

tesy of Cheryl Viney Osentoski)

Super moon!

KIM GLASPIE (above)

shares a passion for

scouting, as did the man

he portrayed – Harold

“Doc” Oatley —during

Sunday’s third annual

Elkland Township

Cemetery Walk.  Dale

Churchill (right), mean-

while, portrayed Dr.

Harry Crandell, a popu-

lar veterinarian and

staunch supporter of 4-

H and the Tuscola

County Fair.

Please turn to page 7.

Going back in time
Weather picture-perfect for third annual cemetery walk

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Organizers of the Elkland
Township Cemetery Walk were
again blessed with mild, fall
weather Sunday as they welcomed
some 200 people from the Cass
City area and beyond to take a trip
back in time to “meet” several of
Cass City’s notable citizens dur-
ing this year’s third annual event.

Judging by the comments heard
by Kate Van Auken throughout
the afternoon, the cemetery walk
was well received and then some
– not surprising, considering it
took less than four days to sell out.

“It was great.  People were
thrilled,” commented Van Auken,
who again spearheaded organiza-
tion of the walk along with Katie
Jackson, Doris Jones and Jim

Ware.  Also playing a key role each
year have been Elkland Township
Cemetery Sexton Steve Wright and
his crew, including Joe Krol and
Alan Witkovsky.
“It just keeps getting better, because

I think the actors – they get so into it.
Every year they just surprise me.  I
mean, Dale Churchill brought sheep,
and Bob (Battel) spoke with a
German accent,” Van Auken added,
noting the experience has been made
even more interesting by the fact that
a number of relatives of past citizens
being portrayed have attended the
walk and shared their stories and
experiences.

Van Auken and her fellow volun-
teers upped the number of available
tickets this year by 50, enabling them
to raise $2,000, all of which will be
donated to the American Cancer
Society in conjunction with the com-

munity’s annual Pinktober cele-
bration observing October as
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.  

However, Van Auken doesn’t
anticipate expanding attendance
significantly in the future.  “I don’t
think it can get any bigger,
because as it was, we sold 200
tickets,” she said.

Organizers began planning this
year’s event in January.  The work
includes selecting past citizens to
feature during the walk, as well as
research, writing scripts, and
approaching area residents willing
to serve as actors.
For those unfamiliar with a ceme-

tery walk, Van Auken describes
the activity as a walk-through his-
tory lesson featuring actors who
tell the stories of a handful of past
local citizens — each having left

Please turn to page 16.

David Pontello

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Student enrollment and mold issues
at the former Campbell Elementary
School building dominated the Cass
City Board of Education’s
September monthly meeting
Monday night.

Just days before school districts
across the state are scheduled to con-
duct one of two annual enrollment

counts to determine their state fund-
ing, Cass City School Supt. Jeff
Hartel offered the board an update on
local student numbers.
And the preliminary numbers aren’t

great.  In fact, if the figures hold
steady, this will be the first time in
memory that Cass City High
School’s enrollment (grades 9
through 12) will dip below 300.

According to Hartel, the latest tally
revealed a total of about 545 students

at the elementary school, with anoth-
er 472 in grades seven through 12 for
a total district enrollment of 1,017 as
of Monday.  The total high school
enrollment includes 299 in grades
nine through 12, which is the figure
used for athletic classification.

Overall, the district lost 38 students
compared to last fall – 15 students
since last winter, said Hartel, who
noted the latter figure is closer to

Please turn to page 8. 

by Clarke Haire

Publisher

The 2014 financial audit highlighted Monday’s regular meeting of the Cass
City Village Council, where Anderson, Tuckey, Bernhardt & Doran Certified
Public Accountants Val Hartel and Angela Burnette informed trustees that
they were glad to present a good report, which was quickly approved.

“Very healthy, very strong,” Hartel said of the audit, noting all fund bal-
ances ended the year with positive balances.
Although the village’s financial statements received an unmodified opinion

- the highest possible assurance that acceptable accounting practices are fol-
lowed - the audit also uncovered significant deficiencies in the village’s
internal controls.
Among the areas that need improving, according to Hartel, are segregation

of duties, submitting bank reconciliations in a timely matter and late audit
submissions due to year-end accounting, and closing processes that are not
completed in a timely matter.

Still, local governmental fund balances at the end of 2014, according to
Burnette, show $304,466 in the general fund, $94,966 in the major street
fund, and $28,671 in the local street fund, while proprietary funds show a
net position of $1,856,405 in the combined sewer and water funds.

Please turn to page 4. 
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Charles Auten

Charles Stuart Auten, 88, of Cass City died unexpectedly Saturday, September 26, 2015 in Covenant Medical
Center, Cooper Campus, Saginaw.  

He was born May 7, 1927 in Cass City, the youngest of four children born to Meredith B. and Virginia (Wilsey)
Auten.  

He married Lois Jean Jersey September 14, 1949 in Boyne City.  They recently celebrated their 66th wedding
anniversary. 

As a young man, Chuck was very active in athletics, particularly track and field and football.  He received many
first place awards throughout his high school athletic career.  In football, Chuck was given the honor of being voted

most valuable player by his teammates.  In 1945 the first varsity club was formed and
Chuck was elected the first president.  They named the athletic teams “Red Hawks”.

Chuck held many jobs as a young man, contributing to keeping the economy
strong.  At the age of 14 he drove the garbage route in Cass City which he did all

through high school on Saturdays.  He also had the Detroit Free Press route all
through high school and was a pin setter at the bowling alley.  During summer
vacations, he was lifeguard at the pool, mowed grass at the cemetery, drove a
dump truck for Hunt Construction and used a pick and shovel digging and
replacing gas lines in Bad Axe for L.E. Meyers.

In 1945, Chuck began his military life.  It was the end of World War II.  He
spent most of this time in the Philippines.  After his marriage he was drafted
a second time, finishing his tour during the Korean War.  College found
Chuck at Bowdoin College in Brunswick, ME.  His time there was dominat-

ed by running the half mile.  He received many first place awards against many
college teams including Maine State and Vermont State.  By the time he trans-

ferred to Michigan State University he had had enough of track and did not sign
up.

At the age of 22 years and 3 months Chuck became the youngest Ford dealer on
record.  His dealership received Ford’s highest honor of Four Letter Award year after year.

Lois and Chuck also played with real estate with four apartment buildings and several other buildings in town.
Chuck served on the board of directors of Cass City State Bank, Hills and Dales Hospital, Chamber of Commerce
and Ford Dealer Board.  He was a member of the First Presbyterian Church of Cass City since his birth.  Chuck and
Lois owned Huntsville Mobile Home Park, the Ford Garage Building and were part owners of Lake Properties in
Port Austin at one time.
After retirement, Chuck and Lois enjoyed traveling, spending summers in Boyne City and Charlevoix and winters

in North Carolina and Florida.  They also enjoyed their air stream trailers and the travel options these opened for
them.  

Chuck is survived by his wife, Lois; daughter:  Jill (Thomas) Thompson of Cass City, Barbara (Edwin) Gregory
of Dallas, TX; grandchildren:  Jody (Christopher) Hoffman, Tyler (Chris) Lieberman, Kathryn (Michael) McLeod;
great-grandsons:  Landon, Aiden and the third great- grandson due in October; sister-in-law, Jeanne Auten of
Bradenton, FL.  Chuck will also be missed by his nieces, nephews and their families:  Peter Schmidt-Fellner, Blair
Schmidt-Fellner, Mark Schmidt-Fellner, Mardi Auten Coury, Andrew Auten, Chas Auten, Rick Jersey, Nancy
Merrill and Tim Jersey.  He is preceded in death by his sisters:  Charlotte (Alex) Schmidt-Fellner, Carolyn Auten;
brother, Frederick Auten; brother-in-law, Wallace and Marilyn Jersey; and many dear friends.

A private family graveside service will be held at a later time.  Interment will be in Elkland Township Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to First Presbyterian Church of Cass City Challenge Fund.  Military honors were under
the direction of Cass City VFW Post #3644 and the U.S. Navy.  

Family and friends may share memories, prayers and stories with the family at www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  

Marlene Karr

Marlene Lou Karr, 79, of Sandusky, passed away Sunday, September 20, 2015. 
She was born December 11, 1935 in Saginaw, Michigan to the late Aaron and Elizabeth (Stein) Englehart. 

Marlene married Robert W. Karr on December 10, 1955 in Cass City. Robert passed
away on April 11, 2014. 

Marlene was a member of the Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church in Sandusky, and
a life member of the Sandusky V.F.W. Auxiliary #2945. She retired after 43

years from Yale Rubber in Sandusky, where she was a telephone operator.
Marlene enjoyed reading, vacationing, traveling and golfing. 

She is survived by two children: Daniel (Carla) Karr, of Carsonville; and
Denise (Doug) McGuire, of Sandusky. Four grandchildren: Kayla (Nick)
Roggenbuck, of Macomb; Danielle (Derek) Yarnall, of Waterford; Kory
McGuire, of Saginaw; and Andrew Karr, of Carsonville. Two brothers-in-
law: Clayton Karr, of Cass City; and Howard Kelley, of Cass City. One sis-
ter-in-law, Shirley Wisenbach, of Cass City. Several nieces, nephews, and
other relatives. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, Robert Karr. Infant siblings:

Aaron Gale, Carolyn Kay and Barbara Jo. Brother- and sisters-in-law:
Geraldine Kelley, Mae and Frank “Bud” White, James Karr and Helen Karr. 
Visitation will be held Saturday, October 3 from 10:00 a.m. until the time of the

service at the church. Memorial services will be held Saturday, October 3 at 11:00
a.m. at the Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church, 85 East Miller Road, Sandusky. Pastor

David Schinbeckler will officiate. 
Memorials may be made to the Holy Redeemer Lutheran Church, Sandusky, or to the Sandusky V.F.W. Auxiliary

#2945. Online condolences for the family may be made atwww.hackerfuneralparlors.com
Arrangements were made by the Hacker Funeral Parlors, Sandusky. 

Members of the Cass City Pinktober Committee are gearing up to paint the
town pink in conjunction with Breast Cancer Awareness Month in October,
when organizers will again host a variety of activities designed to promote
awareness as well as raise money for the American Cancer Society.
“We would like to once again ask for (local businesses) to participate in the

window decorating contest.  Dates for this event are Oct. 1-28,” said com-
mittee members Joey Kreeger.  “A Facebook page will be set up and the
community will be allowed to vote for the window they think best incorpo-
rates the breast cancer awareness theme.”

The winning business will receive a trophy and recognition in the
Chronicle.
Also on tap in October are:
*Cutest Kids Competition — voting takes place Oct. 1-28.  Contact

Christine Anthony at (989) 6708418 for information on how to cast your
vote.

*Kick-off ceremony and Lantern Lift during the home Cass City High
School varsity football game Friday, Oct. 2.

*Girls Night Out Auction Saturday, Oct. 3, from 7 to 10 p.m. at Rolling
Hills Golf Course.

*Pumpkin Launch Saturday, Oct. 17 (additional details to be announced).
*Pink or Treat downtown Wednesday, Oct. 28, from 5 to 6:30 p.m., fol-

lowed by a talent show at Rotary Park, starting at 6:30 p.m.
More information is available by visiting the Facebook page, Pinktober - A

Community with a Cause, or by contacting Kreeger at (989) 912-0059.

Organizers gearing up
for Pinktober activities
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

A large “pursenality”
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Editor

Health officials haven’t yet found a cure for dia-
betes, but while researchers search tirelessly for the
key to eliminate the disease, experts are continuing to
improve ways patients can better manage their dia-
betes.

In Michigan, an estimated one in 10 residents is
diagnosed with diabetes mellitus, a long-term condi-
tion in which the body either no longer makes a hor-
mone called insulin or the insulin that is made no
longer works as well as it should.  Either way, high
levels of glucose (a form of sugar) build in the blood,
and high glucose levels cause damage to eyes, kid-
neys, nerves and blood vessels.  Diabetes also
increases the risk for heart attacks and strokes.

For every person living with the disease, new rec-
ommendations now encourage them to receive
Diabetes Self-Management Education and Support
(DSMES) at four critical times during their lives in
order to lessen the risk of complications.

According to the American Diabetes Association,
American Association of Diabetes Educators and the
Academy of Nutrition and Dietetics, the four critical
times to assess, provide and adjust DSMES are: at
diagnosis, on a yearly basis, when changes in health
affect self-management, and when changes in care
happen, such as insurance changes that affect treat-
ment or having a new medical team.

“Ongoing support is vital to controlling diabetes
through self-management and healthy lifestyle choic-
es,” says Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical executive
with the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services (MDHHS).  “Because individual needs may
change over time, it’s important to reassess diabetes
self-management according to the newly recommend-
ed schedule.”

DSMES refers to the information and skills people
with diabetes need for proper self-care and the sup-
port they need to perform those skills and behaviors,
such as healthy eating and taking medications.

Health care officials have long recognized that per-
sons with diabetes perform most of the care needed
themselves and therefore require DSMES.

That’s where the American Diabetes Association
guidance comes in, outlining the type of information
and support patients might need at these important
times.  The statement also outlines the content to be
taught, roles and action steps recommended for both
the referring health care provider and for the dia-
betes educator.

Research has shown that DSMES helps to reduce
glucose levels; reduces diabetes complications such
as kidney disease and amputations; improves lifestyle
behaviors, such as eating a more healthful diet and
exercising more frequently; and decreases diabetes-
related depression.  DSMES has also been shown to
reduce hospital admissions and readmissions.

Persons with diabetes and their caregivers are
encouraged to talk to their physicians about referrals
to one of Michigan’s 93 DSMES programs.  At these
programs, a certified diabetes educator will work
with each patient to develop an individual education
plan and goals.

The Healthy Michigan Plan, Medicare, Medicaid
and state-regulated health insurance plans all cover
DSMES.

Area residents can find much more information
about DSMES and Michigan DSMES programs by
visiting the website, www.michigan.gov/diabetes.

couldn’t believe it. 
During the ride home, my husband described the

accident. He’d observed the ugly tumble in its
entirety and knew why I hadn’t done a complete
face plant. My purse – jam-packed with three
umbrellas and a blanket – hit the ground before me
and cushioned my fall. Thank goodness for the
threatening rain.

Some say a purse, and its contents, reveals a lot
about your personality. Sometimes it shows you to
be a survivor, whether that entails pepper spray, gum
or a good old blanket. Moral of the story? Never
make fun of a girl with a big purse. She (and it) may
save someone’s life some day. Either that, or offer
you an umbrella.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated colum-
nist, published playwright and author. Don’t miss a
slice; follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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A recent morning news show featured a segment
on purses and what a handbag reveals about your
personality. I watched with interest since less than
24 hours earlier my purse had saved me from
grave bodily injury.

But I’m getting ahead of myself.
If purses reveal our personalities, I am a study in

contrasts. I jockey between two bags. The first is
minimalist: tiny, with enough room for a cell
phone, small wallet and maybe a chapstick or pen
– but not both. 

My other purse is maximalist. It contains every-
thing needed for survival, and then some. In it I
carry pepper spray and a mini stun gun because a
girl can never be too careful. There’s a crank flash-
light in case of power outages, a small notebook
for when a fabulous idea hits me, gum for garlic
situations, a charging cord and outlet thingy for
my phone, a blanket and umbrella in the event of
inclement weather, bottled water for thirsty times,
a brush, mirror and makeup for primping, Pepto
Bismal tablets – just in case and chapstick and pen
(plenty of room for both). 
Some people have a bag packed with items need-

ed for survival in case of natural disaster or emer-
gency. These are called bug out bags. I don’t need
a bug out bag; I have my purse. 

As I alluded earlier, last night my purse nearly
saved my life. And it had nothing to do with the
pepper spray or stun gun.

My husband, oldest son and I were at a youth
football game watching our youngest son. Rain
threatened, so I packed not one but three umbrel-
las into my big bug out purse. I jammed them in
next to the blanket and pepper spray and we were
ready for the game – rain or shine or whatever else
we might encounter. Prepared is my middle initial.
The rain did come. And the lightning that accom-

panied it put a halt to the game. As we ran across
the road to our parked car, my foot caught on an
uneven bump in the pavement and I went down.
Fast. And hard. I didn’t even have time to see my
life flash before my eyes. I didn’t even know I was
falling until I was lying face down on the road with
a car zooming toward me. 
My husband was quickly by my side, clearly con-

cerned. 
I did what most people do after they’ve fallen in

an embarrassing manner. I hopped up and tried to
pretend it never happened. As I made my way to
the car I assessed my injuries. Surprisingly, there
were next to none. I had two minor scratches on
my hands where they’d hit the pavement.
Otherwise, I was intact and injury-free. I honestly

Diabetes patients
can live with this
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Yep, that’s Dagmar “Walker” Brown. The Cass City sen-
ior citizen who recently completed her 56th trek across
the Mackinac Bridge on
Labor Day. In a letter to the
Chronicle, Dagmar wrote:
Labor Day is the only day
pedestrians are allowed on the
bridge. The crowd of walkers
was estimated at 50,000.
Governor Rick Snyder and his
entourage from Lansing led
the walk.

Everything went well in
spite of the weather -- there
was a heavy rain with high winds that did eventually let
up.  As always, she stopped at about the halfway point to
drop three new pennies into the lake for good health, hap-
piness and peace for herself and friends.

Seems to be working.

***********

It’s time for round two , says Dave Milligan.
The Pinney Foundation President encourages any non-

profit organizations to submit requests for grant money
from the Cass City philanthropic group by Friday, Oct.
30th, to be considered for the local foundation’s annual
endowments which are presented twice annually.
To be considered, send your written requests to Milligan

at 6226 Bay City-Forestville Rd, Cass City, MI 48726 or
email your wishes to: dave@milliganfarms.com.

If more information is needed you can call Milligan at
(989) 872-2937. The Pinney Foundation will distribute
around $60,000 this year.

***********

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ man-
aged waterfowl hunting areas will host open houses in
September and October to celebrate the Michigan
Waterfowl Legacy and provide driving tours of each of
the areas.

“The open houses will provide an opportunity for
hunters and outdoor enthusiasts to learn about the areas
and interact directly with DNR personnel,” said Joe
Robison, wildlife biologist supervisor for the DNR.
“These areas offer world-class waterfowl hunting oppor-
tunities and various recreational activities that many out-
door enthusiasts can enjoy.”

The DNR invites the public and hunters to join the staff
at several managed waterfowl hunting areas to tour them
and learn about all the possibilities for hunting and other
recreation.

The open houses will include events at the following
locations:  the Shiawassee River State Game Area
(Saginaw County) – Thursday, Oct. 1, at 6 p.m.; Fish
Point State Wildlife Area (Tuscola County) – Monday,
Oct. 5, at 6 p.m.; and the Nayanquing Point State Wildlife
Area (Bay County) – Tuesday, Oct. 6, at 6 p.m.

Guided tours will include observation of habitat
improvements conducted to provide optimal habitat for
waterfowl, plus other wildlife management techniques
that make these areas attractive to a host of wildlife.

Additionally, visitors can learn about the Michigan
Waterfowl Legacy, a 10-year, cooperative partnership to
restore, conserve and celebrate Michigan’s waterfowl,
wetland and waterfowl hunting community.
Waterfowl hunters will learn about how each area is run

and what to expect when they come in for a hunt drawing.
In addition, they will learn about other areas nearby that
are open to hunting, and visitors will have a chance to
have questions answered during a Q & A period.

Each open house also will feature information on this
year’s Wetland Wonders Challenge, a hunting contest that
the DNR has developed to highlight the exceptional
waterfowl hunting opportunities available to the public at
these managed waterfowl hunting areas. The challenge
takes place at the seven areas throughout southern
Michigan and will run from Oct. 10 through Jan. 31.
Seven winners will be chosen Feb. 15.

To be entered for the grand-prize drawing, hunters must
hunt at three of the seven managed waterfowl hunting
areas. Hunters who hunt all seven areas will win a prize. 

More information about the Michigan Waterfowl
Legacy can be found at www.michigan.gov/mwl, and
information on the managed waterfowl hunting areas and
the Wetland Wonders Challenge can be found at
www.michigan.gov/wetlandwonders.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Still time to be part
of local time capsule

The village of Cass City is concluding a very special
time in its history — our 150th sesquicentennial year is
quickly coming to a close, and an integral part of that
celebration is our time capsule.

We will be ending our time capsule collection activi-
ties soon.  If you live in or around Cass City and would
like to have your items included in the time capsule,
you still have time.  We are encouraging everyone to
bring your non-returnable photos, business annual
report, history, or other special items to the village
municipal office by Sept. 30 to ensure it is included.

“Guest pages” will be available for your signature at
select locations in Cass City through Sept. 30.  If you
are traveling through, please stop by and add your sig-
nature.  Guest pages can be found at Rawson Memorial
District Library, the Cass City Municipal Building,
Frankenmuth Credit Union, Chemical Bank, Thumb
National Bank, and Independent Bank.

On Friday, Oct. 2, Cass City High School will host its
2015 homecoming parade and football game, where the
time capsule will make one of its final appearances.  It
will then be on display at the municipal building until
its sealing ceremony at 6 p.m. Monday, Oct. 26.  Then
it will be locked away until the village of Cass City cel-
ebrates its 200th anniversary in 2065.

On behalf of everyone at the village of Cass City and
the supporting agencies that have been the foundation
on which this great community was laid, we recognize
your support, dedication and commitment.
“Be Part of the Celebration, Be Part of History, Be Part

of the Cass City Sesquicentennial Time Capsule.”

Nancy Barrios, chair
Cass City Parks and Recreation Committee
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into an on-going drug-related probe
that resulted in the arrest a suspect
whose criminal past includes a sec-
ond degree murder conviction.

The arrest came after officers
served a search warrant Friday after-
noon at 7011 Main St. in Caseville.

“Packets of heroin, crack cocaine,
loaded syringes, cash and other drug
paraphernalia were seized, as well as
a 2002 Chevrolet Avalanche pick-
up,” Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson said.  “Four occupants were
present and detained, with one being

arrested on a felony delivery of a
dangerous drug warrant, which had
been authorized earlier (Friday) by
our prosecutor’s office.

“That arrestee, a 45-year-old male
who hasn’t lived in Caseville very
long, was taken to our jail where he
remains lodged on a $150,000 cash
bond. He is expected to be formally
arraigned in the 73B District Court
on Monday, and further federal
charges are likely to come about,”
the sheriff added.  “The suspect is
currently on parole for a federal
firearm conviction and had just
paroled out with in the last 45 days.
He’s also served many years in our
state’s prison system for a serious
assault and a second degree murder

conviction out of Genesee County,
which occurred back in 1987.”

Hanson said authorities are consid-
ering charging the other three occu-
pants of the residence with drug-
related offenses.

Hanson, who noted deputies have
and continue to receive assistance
from the Caseville and Elkton police
departments, encourages citizens to
report any drug tips by calling their
local police or the sheriff’s depart-
ment at (989)-269-6500 during regu-
lar business hours, or Huron Central
Dispatch at (989) 269-6421 anytime.
“Confidential callers can call our
TIPS Line at (989) 269-2861 or uti-
lize our drug task force Facebook
page,” he added.

Sheriff: drug suspect’s criminal
past includes murder conviction

TWO HARRISON Township residents survived the crash of their single-

engine airplane last Wednesday in Sanilac County’s Bridgehampton

Township.  Investigators reported mechanical problems forced the pilot to

attempt a landing in a farm field shortly after taking off in Sandusky.

Couple survives plane crash in Sanilac
by Tom Montgomery

Editor 

Federal Aviation Administration
(FAA) officials are continuing their
investigation into an airplane crash
last Wednesday in Sanilac County’s
Bridgehampton Township.

The names of the pilot and his pas-
senger, who both survived the crash,
are still being withheld pending the
FAA’s official findings.

Sgt. Nathan Smith of the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department report-
ed the plane, a red and white two-
seat, single-engine aircraft, came
down in a field near the intersection
of Ruth and Custer roads shortly
after 2:15 p.m.

Emergency personnel from the
Carsonville Fire Department along
with Sanilac EMS and deputies

responded to the scene and found
that a 69-year-old man and a 64-
year-old woman, both of Harrison
Township, made it out of the plane
and were walking around.

According to Deputy Chad Adams,
the initial investigation revealed the
male pilot and his passenger had just
left the Sandusky Airport when they
started experiencing mechanical
problems.

“The pilot stated that he attempted
to make it back to the Sandusky
Airport.  However, (he) then decided

on attempting an emergency landing
on Ruth Road,” Adams said.  “Due
to traffic conditions on Ruth Road,
he had to cancel and veer off into a
field.  He then lost control due to the
mechanical problem, thus crashing
upside down in the farm field south-
east of the intersection of Ruth and
Custer roads.”

The pilot and passenger were trans-
ported to Deckerville Community
Hospital for treatment of their
injuries.
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“The 2014 financial audit has been completed. It was a chaotic year
because of the infrastructure being built for the milk plant. The village
received grants for portions of Doerr Road, the extension of North Division
Street, and the Schwaderer drain,” said Village Manager Peter Cristiano. 

“The DPW and WWTP crew worked, in addition to their regular duties, to
build a lift station and install water and sanitary sewer lines. They need to be
commended for the work they did,” added Cristiano, who praised Gary
Barnes, Rick Mohr and Nanette Walsh for helping to produce a balance
budget despite having to match funds for work centering around the Dairy
Farmers of American (DFA) milk plant.

Turning to Public Services Committee matters, Trustee Jenny Zawilinski’s
motion to purchase a new leaf vacuum for $41,500 from Bell Equipment
Company, Lake Orion, was approved. She said bids were received from
three companies for a new leaf vacuum ranging from $39,750 to $42,173.

“The bid that best fits the needs of the village is the bid from Bell
Equipment. It meets all of our specifications,” said Zawilinski.

In other business, the council:
*Accepted the financial statements ending Aug. 31 with a cash balance of

$1.8 million, and learned that 90.65 percent of village taxes have been col-
lected and will be turn into the Tuscola County treasurer later this week.
*Heard from local resident Don Ball, who said he feels an ordinance should

be drafted requiring horses “do-do” be cleaned in the village by the respon-
sible party. Ball said we have such an ordinance for dogs — why not hors-
es?

*Heard from Cass City resident Derek Romain, who asked to re-negotiate
the rental policy he received in the mail, which was completed without the
approval of a subcommittee formed to help implement changes to ensure the
safety of renters in the village. Romain and a group of committee members,
including Deb McClorey and Tracy Moore, will meet with Cristiano to ham-
mer out the details. Cristiano responded by stating the policy is all about
public safety and that village officials will be on the attack when it comes to
homes in the village that have gotten messy.
*Approved Thumb National Bank’s request allowing for Class C fireworks

at Friday’s homecoming game against Vassar.
*Set Cass City’s trick-or-treat hours for Saturday, Oct 31, from 5:30 to 7

p.m.

Continued from page one.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

Auditors give village
thumbs up on budget
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3498 River, Kingston, MI 48741

LG, Maytag, Whirlpool, Crosley
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Ammunition

Tim Barden
Owner

PH. (989) 683-2505
3499 WASHINGTON ST.

KINGSTON, MI 48741

Hardware & Outdoor 
Supply Inc.

Since
1924

Barden’s
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Roger Pohlod
5963 State St., Kingston, MI 48741

Office: 989-683-8888
Cell Phone: 989-551-0505

AUCTIONEERING

Realty Co.
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��� Sheriff: drivers not yielding
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Some Thumb motorists could use a
driver’s education refresher course
when it comes to dealing with
approaching or stopped emergency
vehicles on area roadways, accord-
ing to Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson.

Drivers are either not aware of the
law or they’re simply ignoring it, and
their risk of getting a ticket for fail-
ing to yield to emergency vehicles
will be increasing as law enforce-
ment agencies crack down on viola-
tors.
“A serious safety concern continues

to grow as our office has been con-
tacted by fire, ambulance and towing
services, about motorist falling to
yield to moving emergency vehicles
when they have their emergency
lights activated and siren sounding
or while they’re stationary alongside
of roadways, with visible emergency
lights activated,” Hanson said.

Under Michigan law, when a
motorist is approached by an author-
ized emergency vehicle, which is
responding to an emergency situa-
tion and is displaying flashing, rotat-
ing or oscillating red or blue lights,
as well as sounding an audible siren,
drivers are required to yield the right
of way – that is, immediately drive to
a position parallel to and as close as

possible to the right-hand edge or
curb of the roadway, clear of an
intersection, then stop and remain in
that position until the emergency
vehicle has passed (unless otherwise
directed by a police officer).
Violators can be ticketed for com-
mitting a civil infraction.
As for stationary emergency vehicle

that have their lights activated, driv-
ers are required to adhere to what is
known as Michigan’s “move over
law”.

“Motorists are required to move
over for stationary emergency vehi-
cles when their lights are activated or
slow down and pass with caution if it
is not possible to safely change
lanes,” Hanson explained.

“The law applies to the police, fire,
rescue, ambulance and road service,
which includes tow trucks or cour-
tesy vehicles operated by the
Michigan Department of
Transportation,” he noted.  “Drivers
charged with this violation could be
guilty of a misdemeanor punishable

by a fine of not more than $500 or
imprisonment of no more than 90
days, or both.”

However, if a driver causes injury
to a police officer, fire fighter or
other emergency response personnel,
the penalty raises to a felony viola-
tion punishable by a maximum
prison term of two years and a fine of
up to $1,000, or both.
“Lastly, if a driver causes death to a

police officer, fire fighter or other
emergency response personnel, they
now face a felony charge with a fine
not more than $7,500 or by impris-
onment of not more than 15 years, or
both,” Hanson said.

“Motorists are cautioned that our
office and local law enforcement will
be making extra efforts to enforce
these laws, as well as cracking down
on motorists who pass through
funeral processions, which is a civil
infraction,” the sheriff added.  

“Fortunately, no serious mishaps
have happened locally, but many
close accidents have occurred.”

Attempted scam reports again
pouring into sheriff’s office

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson knows he probably sounds like a
broken record when it comes to warning Thumb citizens about scam artists,
but he figured it was time to repeat himself after more than three dozen res-
idents reportedly received suspicious phone calls recently.

“Our office has recently been inundated with scam attempts, mainly being
made by individuals calling and representing themselves as the IRS agents
and employees of Publisher’s Clearing House,” Hanson said last
Wednesday.  “Our office alone received information that scams have been
attempted on over 40 Huron County citizens this week.

“These scams are nothing new to the area and we’ve warned of them
before,” Hanson noted.  “In March, I personally called a contact number
supplied by a victim of a suspicious agent and spoke to an individual with a
foreign accent claiming to be an IRS agent. After extending an invitation to
that person to come to our office so we could meet and work more closely
with him or any other member of his agency, he used obscenities and hung
up. I attempted a follow up call with no answer — clearly a scam, and many
other local police officers have placed similar calls with the same results.

“We cannot express enough to always be suspicious when receiving a call
from a supposed governmental agency that is demanding money.  These
practices would normally be done in official mailings or in person,” he said.
“As far as being notified of being the recipient of a cash or other substantial
prize, always remember — if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.

“Unfortunately, victims who send money before making sure the call is
legitimate seldom ever recover what they’ve sent. Residents are encouraged
not to become a victim of a preventable fraud.”

State Rep. Edward “Ned” Canfield has been appointed to the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on Military and Veterans Affairs, which
reviews the budget for the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and
determines expenditures of state dollars related to veterans programs.

“As a veteran, I am especially excited about this opportunity,” Canfield
said. “Men and women in the military, veterans and their families deserve
the best treatment possible, and as a member of this committee, I will do
everything I can to ensure their voices are heard.”

The Sebewaing lawmaker already serves on the full House Appropriations
Committee, where he takes part in larger discussions on the state budget and
chairs the Appropriations Subcommittee on the Department of
Transportation.  Canfield also serves on the appropriations subcommittees
for the Department of Agriculture, Department of Community Health,
Department of Corrections and Department of Education.

Canfield appointed to state
vets affairs subcommittee

property they planned to pawn or sell
in Bay City or Saginaw.

Deputies issued a “be on the look-
out” notice to police agencies
throughout the region, including Bay
City and Saginaw.  Later the same
day, deputies were dispatched to a
Caro Road residence in Sebewaing
Township, where the homeowner
had just returned home to find his
house open with an unknown vehicle
in the driveway, according to
Hanson.

“An unknown suspect had also
been seen coming from behind his
house and getting into the unknown
vehicle and quickly left,” Hanson
said.  “The vehicle turned out (to be)
the suspect vehicle from earlier.  The
homeowner also found that he foiled
a robbery because his medicine cab-
inet had been gone through and his
TV was on the floor.

“A little while later, the Sebewaing
Village police located the vehicle at
a Sebewaing residence, but no one
was around,” Hanson continued.  “It
was then learned when the resident

Continued from page one. returned home, that he was an
acquaintance of the suspect
(Bricker).

“Apparently, the suspect had asked
the acquaintance for help in locating
his girlfriend because he claimed
they had gotten into a fight on Caro
Road and she had gotten out and
started walking.  When they never
found her, they returned to
Sebewaing to get some gas,” Hanson
said, adding Bricker went in to pay
for the gas, but never returned to the
car.  Officers located and arrested
Bricker after bringing in a Michigan
State Police tracking dog.

Investigators then went to the Caro
residence in search of Wilkinson.

“While they were doing so, a
motorist pulled up with the suspect,”
Hanson said.  He added the motorist,
unaware of the break-in that had
occurred about a half-mile from her
residence, agreed to give Wilkinson
a ride to Elkton.  “However, once she
saw the patrol vehicles on Caro
Road, she became suspicious of her
passenger (and) decided to go direct-
ly to the officers.”

Pair arraigned on burglary charges

Local vet missed in open house article
A story in last week’s edition of the Chronicle, announcing plans for a spe-

cial open house to honor local World War II veterans, inadvertently left out
the name of one of the veterans slated to participate in the event.

He is Earl Schember, who served in the U.S. Army with the 77th Infantry
Division and was involved in the invasion of Okinawa.
The open house is scheduled for Wednesday, Oct. 7, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the

VFW Post 3644 Hall on Veterans Drive in Cass City.

The undersheriff, who added investigators concluded Pontello may not
have been involved in the break-in, reported the suspect threatened to kill a
deputy and a Michigan State Police trooper while being transported to the
Tuscola County Jail.  He also threatened to attack the jail once he is released,
Skrent said.

Continued from page one.

Armed bicyclist faces felony charges



���������������	�������������������
������

��!!���"%���������� �����!�#����!!���"%��� ���������$����!��%��!��"���� �
���	���

��������������
��������	������

�&74� .8� 9-*� -42*� 4+� 9-*� ":8(41&
�4:39>� �:250.3� �*89.;&1�� &3
�(94'*7� 97&).9.43�<-.(-�<&8� 89&79*)
.3������'>�&�82&11�,74:5�4+�14(&1�7*8�
.)*398���33:&11>�� 9-*� +4:7�)&>� +*89.�
;&1� &997&(98� &5574=.2&9*1>� ������
;.8.9478�� "-*� �:250.3� �*89.;&1� ,*98
9-*.7� 5:250.38� +742� 9-*� �.2
�&9:8?&0� +&72�� <-.(-� &7*� 9-*3
)*1.;*7*)�94�57.2&7>�8(-441�>4:9-�.3
9-*�&7*&�<-4�)*(47&9*�9-*�5:250.38
&3)� 8:'2.9� 9-*2� +47� ).851&>� <-*7*
9-*>�&7*� /:),*)� .3�43*�4+�+.;*�(42�
5*9.9.;*� (&9*,47.*8�� �3� &)).9.43�� 9-*
�:250.3� �*89.;&1�  4>&1� �4:79� .8
8*1*(9*)�'&8*)�43� 9-*� 1&7,*89�5:25�
0.38�,74<3�
�3� ����� 9-*� �&74� �-&2'*7� 4+

�422*7(*�'4&7)�2*2'*78�8*9�4:9�94
(42*�:5�<.9-�3*<�.)*&8�94�89.2:1&9*
7*9&.1�8&1*8�.3��&74���*2'*78�89&79*)
&80.3,�&74:3)�94<3�&3)�9-*�.)*&�4+�&
�:250.3� �*89.;&1� (&2*� +742� �4-3
!&:'*7�&3)��&7>��:1,-&2�<-4�<*7*
+&2.1.&7� <.9-� 49-*7� 5:250.3� +*89.�
;&18�� �&741� �118<479-��  :'>�  *.)�
�1;&��&>*8�� �4-3� !&:'*7� &3)��&7>
�:1,-&2� +472*)� &� (422.99**� &3)
&7*�34<�&++*(9.43&9*1>�7*+*77*)�94�&8
9-*� ��7.,.3&1� �.;*��� �;*398� <*7*
51&33*)� &3)� ������� <&8� 7&.8*)�
�:250.38�<*7*�,74<3�'>�14(&1�+&72�
*78�&3)�,.;*3�94�8(-441�&,*�(-.1)7*3
94�)*(47&9*�&3)�7*9:73�+47�).851&>�43
9-*� ":8(41&� �4:39>� �4:79-4:8*
1&<3��"-.8� 97&).9.43�(439.3:*8�94)&>
&143,�<.9-�&�(&7;*)�5:250.3�).851&>
<-.(-� -&8� &))*)� &� 3*<� ).2*38.43�
�3� 9-*� *&71>� )&>8�� ,.&39� 5:250.3
8**)8� <*7*� -&3)*)� 4:9� &9� 9-*� 14(&1
8(-4418� &3)� 1&7,*� 5:250.38� <*7*
,74<3�� �� 8*1*(9.43� <&8� 9-*3� 2&)*
+742�9-*�1&7,*89�,74<3�5:250.3�+47
9-*���7.3(*�&3)��7.3(*88��4+�9-*�+*8�
9.;&1�� �3� *&71>� ����� &� (439*89� <&8
-*1)�94�3&2*�9-*�3*<1>�(7*&9*)�2&8�
(49� &3)� 9-*� 3&2*��&7;*>�<&8� (-4�
8*3�� �&7;*>� 2&0*8� &55*&7&3(*8� &9
2489� *;*398� 9-74:,-4:9� 9-*� <**0�
*3)�

"-*� �&74� �3.,-98� 4+� �41:2':8
&143,�<.9-�14(&1�;41:39**78�&33:&11>
'&0*� 4;*7� ������ 5:250.3� 5.*8� &8� &
+:3)7&.8*7� 94� 8:55479� 9-*� +*89.;&1�
"-*8*� <43)*7+:1�� -42*2&)*� 5.*8
)7&<� (74<)8� +742� 9-74:,-4:9� 9-*
89&9*�� "-*� +44)� (4:79� (43(*59� <&8
89&79*)� 94� 8*7;*� 9-*�*1*(97.(&1�54<*7
3**)8� 4+� 9-*� +44)� ;*3)478�� <-.(-
34<� )7&<8� ;.8.9478� 94� ,&9-*7� &3)
;.8.9�&3)�*3/4>�2&3>�+44)�+&;47.9*8�
"-*��&74� 49&7>��1:'�-&8�-489*)�&3
&11�>4:�(&3�*&9�5&3(&0*�&3)�8&:8&,*
).33*7�+47�2&3>�>*&78��"4�&((4224�
)&9*� 9-*� +*89.;&1�� 9-*�  49&7>� �1:'
(-&3,*)�9-*.7�*;*39�.3����
�94�(4.3�
(.)*�<.9-�9-*�5:250.3�+*89.;&1��$.9-
9-*� -*15� 4+� 14(&1� 47,&3.?&9.438�� 9-*
897**98� 4+� �&74� &'4:3)*)� <.9-
2&7.,41)8�.3������&3)�&3��79�!-4<
<&8�+*&9:7*)�
"-*� ���� "7&.3� !5*(.&1� &77.;*)� .3

�&74� .3� ���� &3)� -*1.(459*7� 7.)*8
<*7*� 4++*7*)�� �3� ����� 14(&1� >4:9-
<*7*�.3;.9*)�94�8-&7*�9-*.7�9&1*398�.3
9-*� �.5� !>3(� 8-4<�� <-.(-� <&8� 9-*
'*89� 8-4<� .3� 94<3� +47� 3*&71>� 	�
>*&78�
"-*��&74��.7*��*5&792*39�4++*7*)

+:3� &(9.;.9.*8� +47� (-.1)7*3�
�&80*9'&11�� !4+9'&11�� !4((*7�� "*33.8
&3)� �41+� 94:73&2*398� -&;*� (42*
&3)�,43*����)*88*79�(439*89� 85&70*)
9-*�5:'1.(&9.43�4+�&�(440'440�� �&0*
&3)��4*�<*7*�8**3�43�9-*�8.)*�897**98
4+� �&74� ,.;.3,� <&,43� 7.)*8�� "-*
�:9*89� �:30.3�� �439*89� )7*<� -:,*
(74<)8�4+�574:)�5&7*398�&3)�,7&3)�
5&7*398�� "-*� (7>� 4+� �������� -&8
*(-4*)�2&3>�9.2*8��"**38�-&;*�-&)
&3� 455479:3.9>� 94� )&3(*� &3)� +47
2&3>� >*&78� �.88� �.(-.,&3� 5*7�
+472*)�&9� 9-*�&33:&1��:250.3��&11�
�:998� -&;*� 897:99*)� 9-*.7� 89:++� &3)
0.)8� -&;*� *=(*11*)� .3� 9-*� �.&9-143�
!(&7*(74<8� -&;*� '**3� 8**3� .3� 9-*
94<3�86:&7*�43�9-*��4:79-4:8*�1&<3
&3)�.3�9-*�>&7)8�4+�2&3>�14(&1�7*8.�
)*398�


����������������

��

����������
����		����



PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 30,  2015

�����������	��
	�	�������������	���	���
������		������	������
����������	�	��������������

�
�� ��������	
���������������
�� ������	
�������
�����	���
�� ���	���
������
�� ������	
�������������	����
�

�����	��������	
������
���������������
�� ��	�	����� � � �
��  	��!�"����#����������$	�� �
��  ��%�#����&	���$	�� � �
�� ���������
�� "�����	
����$	��

��������	��
����
�����������	�������������������	��������������	�
���������������������	���	�����	�������	��������

�����	�����		���������������	�	���������		���������	�����
������	���	������������	������	��	����������� !�"  !��

�������������	��
�
�����������������������
�����

�����������������������������������
���������	
�����	���	����	

����	��	�	����	��		
����	����	������	�	����	����		
 �!���"��#��	$��%����	

���������	�
��
������
�� ��	������������������
����	������������������ !!���������	
�������������
�� �"#��������
���
����
�����
�����������$����
�� �
�
����	�����%������
�� &���������������'���
�� ()*$����+��,����%����

�����������	�	
	
��������������������������������������������������������������

Cass City Chronicle Subscriptions
As Low As $22/year - Call 872-2010

Student numbers fall again
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reality based on how the state determines state funding.
Enrollment plays a key role in school funding from the state, which

“blends” student counts conducted twice a year by districts; once in the fall
and again the following February.  The state’s blending formula places the
greatest emphasis on the fall count, which is worth 90 percent of the total.

The blended enrollment number is multiplied by schools’ foundation
allowances to determine how much revenue they will receive for the year.
Cass City, for example, is slated to receive roughly $7,391 per student for
the 2015-16 school year.
In the final preliminary analysis, if Monday’s numbers hold true, Cass City

Schools will be looking at a net loss of roughly 33 kids.
“We budgeted for a loss of 25 students,” Hartel said, adding another eight

students (for the total of 33) would translate into nearly $57,000  less in state
revenue than anticipated.
The actual 2015-16 enrollment numbers will be determined by the next two

counts, starting with the next tally set for Wednesday, Oct. 7.

CAMPBELL MOLD

Turning to other matters Monday, board members learned that this past
summer’s hot and humid weather, combined with little air circulation in the
largely empty former Campbell Elementary School building, apparently set
the stage for a “perfect storm” of sorts for mold growth in the structure.

Hartel told the board that mold has been found in the Campbell building,
portions of which are currently being leased to businesses. A formal inspec-
tion conducted in mid-September confirmed the widespread presence of a
type of mold that could cause health problems for people with lowered
immune systems and those with respiratory infections.  High counts of mold
were detected in the structure’s crawl spaces.

Hartel noted the rooms currently being leased have been cleaned.  “(But)
we have to determine what to do with the rest of the building.”

After discussing options, the board opted to pursue a surface clean-up of
the building interior with bleach – at an estimated cost of $1,200 to $1,500
— along with increasing air circulation and setting up air dehumidifiers.
Board President Alice Zaleski pressed her fellow board members for action

on what she indicated is the bigger question: what can the board do to get rid
of the old school, which school officials closed about four years ago, large-
ly due to enrollment losses.

“We need a plan.  It needs to be sold,” Zaleski said.
Hartel asked if the board is willing to drop its asking price – currently at

$120,000.  “You want my honest opinion?  If someone would buy it for ten
bucks, I’d (take it),” he said.

Trustee Dan Manwell took issue with that comment, saying previous dis-
cussions surrounding disposal of the building have prompted citizens to
voice opinions stating they want the district to keep the building.  Some
board members have also voiced reluctance to sell based on a belief that the
district might need the classroom space again sometime in the future.

If the school is sold, Manwell said, the board has an obligation to do right
by taxpayers.  “We still have that responsibility to them; to get every dollar
we can for it,” he added.

Meanwhile, Zaleski commented, school officials have spent $80,000 over
the past four years on basic utility costs for an empty building that has vir-
tually no chance of being needed again for classrooms, considering Cass
City has continued to see enrollment losses year after year. 
Hartel said he wasn’t serious about selling the building for $10, but Zaleski

indicated she might be at this point.
“We really need to work on ways to get rid of that building.  It’s costing us

money and we haven’t raised our student count in the four years since we
closed it,” said.

“I don’t have a perfect answer.  I don’t think any of us does,” said Hartel,
who agreed to seek another informal appraisal to determine an appropriate
price to seek for the building.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the board:
*Heard building updates from the district’s administrators, as well as

updates on food service and transportation.
Shari Bock, food service director, told board members that 54 percent of

elementary students and 52 percent of students at the junior-senior high
school qualify for free and reduce meals this year, and 43 percent of the kids
at the elementary are eating breakfast.  “That’s huge.  That’s up quite a bit,”
said Bock, who also reported the district is the proud owner of two new salad
bars – one donated by an individual and the other won in a national contest
in which citizens in the community were asked to cast votes via Facebook.

Hartel, who also serves as the district’s transportation director, reported
Cass City has a combined 12 buses in use; eight on the roads each school
day with four substitute buses.  Last year, he said, those buses traveled a total
of 151,110 miles and using 20,240 gallons of fuel for an average of 7.47
miles per gallon.

Of the buses in use on a regular basis, Hartel noted, mileage totals range
92,504 (on the newest bus, purchased in 2011) to 175,000 miles on a 2001
model.

*Agreed to meet 30 minutes prior to its regular October board meeting,
Monday, Oct. 26, at 7 p.m., to discuss and approve board goals for the 2015-
16 school year.   
*Was encouraged to attend a fall board workshop slated Thursday, Oct. 29,

starting at 6 p.m. at the Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.
*Approved a motion to allow the high school band to participate in the

Tuscola County Pumpkin Festival Parade Sunday, Oct. 4, in Caro.

Continued from page one.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Adam Benkelman Isabelle SchwadererHarold OatleyEsther McCullough Audley RawsonE.B. Schwaderer James HitchcockIrene FreemanDr. Harry Crandell

200 take a trip back in time during cemetery walk

their own positive legacy in the com-
munity.

“It’s just a different activity in a
unique venue you wouldn’t expect,”
she added.

The popularity of the event doesn’t
surprise Van Auken.

“I think it’s interesting — not only
do people here give back financially
and volunteer-wise, but there’s also a
rich history, and people want to
know more about it,” she said.

The 2015 cemetery walk featured
the following past citizens:

*E.B. “Chick” Schwaderer, por-
trayed by Dick Wallace.

Schwaderer, born in 1893, was per-
haps best known for expertise in
construction.  His own company
built roads (including paving por-
tions of M-81, M-53, M-46 and M-
24 in the Thumb), air strips and con-
crete bunkers at military installations
throughout the state.  He also con-
structed the first public swimming
pool in Cass City and was instru-
mental in the construction of athletic
fields, Hills and Dales General
Hospital and the local library.

*Isabelle “Belle” Schwaderer, por-

trayed by Norma Wallace.
Chick Schwaderer’s wife, Belle

was born in 1900 on the family farm
near Greenleaf.  She worked at Cass
City State Bank, and her contribu-
tions to the community were many
and included civic, church and “air-
plane spotter” activities.

*Adam Benkelman, portrayed by
Bob Battel.

Born in 1824, Benkelman was an
apprentice cooper (barrel maker) as a
teen and went on to become a skilled
craftsman.  A native of Belgium, he
along with John Striffler built the
first store in Cass City for Nathaniel
Clark.  It was Clark who suggested
the name Cass City in honor of
Lewis Cass, the second territorial
governor of Michigan.

Interestingly, Battel is the great-
great-great-grandson of Benkelman
and Striffler.

*Esther McCullough, portrayed by
Barbara Hutchinson.

McCullough, born in 1904, was a
teacher in Illinois and Alpena before
coming to Cass City to teach at the
then-new high school.  She later
worked at a local drug store pur-
chased by her husband, Raymond

“Mac” McCullough and his brother,
Glenn “Scotty” McCullough.
McCullough was also involved in
many community organizations.

*Harold “Doc” Oatley, portrayed
by Kim Glaspie.

Oatley, a long-time educator and
active citizen, was well known for
his leadership and influence in Boy
Scouting.  Born in 1908, he’s credit-
ed with helping 15 young men earn
scouting’s highest rank — the Eagle.

*James Hitchcock, portrayed by
Tommy Fulcher.

Born in 1830, Hitchcock was
among the early settlers of Cass City,
a tinsmith who turned his craft into a
very successful business.  He built
the “Finest Opera House in the
Thumb” on the north side of Main
Street between Leach and West
streets.

*William Audley Rawson, por-
trayed by Joe Van Auken.
A farmer born in 1893, Rawson was

elected Elkland Township supervisor
and went on to serve as a state repre-
sentative and state senator.  His bill
requiring traffic to stop for students
entering and exiting school buses is
credited with saving countless young

lives across the state and country.
The Rawson name is well known, in
part due to the family’s generous
donation of $60,000 to build the
library at its current location at the
corner of Pine and Seeger streets.

*Dr. Harry Crandell, portrayed by
Dale Churchill.

Dr. Crandell is remembered as a
beloved veterinarian who treated
farm animals of every size and
description.  Born in 1914, he was a
staunch supporter of 4-H and the
Tuscola County Fair for more than
25 years.

*Irene Freeman, portrayed by Kate
Fernald.

Freeman, born in 1911, was a nurse
who worked at the former Pleasant
Home Hospital in Cass City before
buying the hospital and operating it
for 26 years.  Also active in civic
organizations, she later worked at the
then-new Hills and Dales General
Hospital and eventually went to
work for well-known Cass City
physician the late Dr. H.T. Donahue.

The Elkland Township Cemetery
Walk generated $800 for the
American Cancer Society in its inau-
gural year, and $1,050 in 2014.

Continued from page one.

FORMER LONGTIME Rawson
Memorial District Library
Director Barbara Hutchinson
portrayed Esther McCullough, a
veteran educator who was very
active in the community.  Her
husband, Raymond “Mac”
McCullough, and his brother,
Glenn “Scotty” McCullough,
owned and operated a local
drugstore for many years.

KATE FERNALD shared the story of notable Cass
City citizen of the past, Irene Freeman, who owned
and operated Pleasant Home Hospital in town for
26 years.  She later worked for longtime Cass City
physician Dr. H.T. Donahue.

TOMMY FULCHER offered cemetery
walk visitors a glimpse into the life of
James Hitchcock, one of the early settlers
of Cass City and a tinsmith who turned
his craft into a very successful business.

THE LATE William Audley Rawson, portrayed
above by Joe Van Auken, was a farmer who served as
Elkland Township supervisor before becoming a state
legislator.  He and his wife, Lena, established a foun-
dation that provided $60,000 for construction of
Rawson Memorial District Library.

CASS CITY NATIVE John Scollon
again made the rounds of the cemetery
walk with his camera.  Scollon has
recorded, edited and produced DVDs of
the event in each of the past three years.

NORMA AND Dick Wallace took on the roles of
Isabelle “Belle” and E.B. “Chick” Schwaderer,
whose contributions to the community ranged from
civic service to playing a key role in the building of
roads in the region along with overseeing construc-
tion of the local hospital and library.

BOB BATTEL portrayed his real life great-great-
great- grandfather, Adam Benkelman, a master
craftsman in the art of barrel-making. Benkelman
immigrated to the United States from Belgium in the
mid-1800s.


