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School year underway,

watch out for kids! 
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THE ST. AGATHA Historical Committee will host

a dedication ceremony at 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept.

11, for the recently installed Michigan Historical

Marker (above left) honoring the village of

Gagetown, including the former St. Agatha

Catholic Church in Gagetown. 

Group ready to
dedicate marker
honoring village

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Efforts by the Friends of St. Agatha Historical Committee to erect a
Michigan Historical Marker honoring the village of Gagetown, including the
former St. Agatha Catholic Church, have proven successful.

Now, the committee is inviting area resident to celebrate the designation
during a special dedication ceremony slated for Friday, Sept. 11, starting at
4:30 p.m.

The ceremony will be held at the location of the marker, which is adjacent
to the church building at 4618 South St. in Gagetown.

Dozens of faithful parishioners — present and past — gathered in
Gagetown last summer to mark the 135th anniversary of Tuscola County’s
oldest church.  But it was a bittersweet celebration, coming just as St.
Agatha’s was being closed in conjunction with a restructuring of parishes in
the Diocese of Saginaw.

The festivities included mass and the laying of a wreath at the gravesite of
Father Clement Krebs, the first resident priest of Gagetown as well as
Tuscola County.

According to Wayne Dillon, spokesman for the St. Agatha Historical
Committee, the committee sought to have the church designated as an his-
torical site by the Michigan Historical Commission.  However, he said,
Bishop Joseph Cistone of the Saginaw Diocese twice refused to sign off on
the campaign.
The committee then turned to Gagetown Village officials, who offered their

support and endorsement of a plan to have the village honored with an his-
torical site tribute that would include St. Agatha’s.

Dillon said the committee embarked on a fundraising campaign, with
dozens of people donating roughly $15,000.  The money was used to pro-
duce an updated history of the church and to purchase signs honoring both
the village and St. Agatha’s.

The village sign recognizes brothers Joseph and James Gage, who immi-
grated to the area from Canada in 1860.  Joseph filed a homestead claim in
Elmwood Township, and in 1869 he built a store and mill on his
land.  Two years later, he platted the village of Gagetown, where five roads
met.

In 1879, Father Krebs established St. Agatha’s Parish, the first Catholic
Please turn to page 8.

THE THUMB HASN’T been a stranger to strong thunderstorms this summer.  The storms often pack

the potential for destruction, but they also offer photographers the opportunity to capture some striking

images, including this scene shot by Cass City’s Cheryl Viney Osentoski last week.  “This lightning pic-

ture was taken on Maharg Road north of Cass City, almost to the Huron County line.  I was looking west

towards Gagetown,” Osentoski said.

THERE WERE plenty of smiles and parents with cameras Tuesday morning

at Cass City Elementary School as school officials and students alike kicked

off the 2015-16 school year.  Above, six-year-old Lillyann McBride and her

mother, Amy Martin of Cass City (left) get acquainted with first grade teacher

Jenifer Green

Michigan health officials have iden-
tified the state’s first confirmed
human cases of West Nile Virus
(WNV) for 2015 in Macomb,
Monroe, and Ottawa counties, and
are reminding people to protect
themselves against mosquito bites.

“We have clear evidence that West

Nile virus is present in the state
again this summer,” said Dr. Eden
Wells, chief medical executive at the
Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services.  “Even late in the
season, remembering to take a few
minutes to protect ourselves and our
loved ones from mosquito bites
when outside can make a big differ-
ence.”
Statewide, 57 birds have tested pos-

itive for WNV so far this season, and
11 WNV positive mosquito pools
have been detected in Bay, Kent,
Oakland, Saginaw and Wayne coun-
ties.  Infected birds and mosquitoes
can provide an early warning of
WNV activity in a community.
For the most current information on

mosquito-borne virus activity in
Michigan, visit
www.michigan.gov/westnilevirus.

Michigan residents are encouraged
to take the following steps to avoid
WNV:

*Maintain window and door
screening to help keep mosquitoes
outside.

*Empty water from mosquito
breeding sites around the home, such
as buckets, unused kiddie pools, old
tires or similar sites where mosqui-
toes lay eggs.

*Use nets and/or fans over outdoor
eating areas.

*Apply insect repellents that con-
tain the active ingredient DEET, or
other EPA approved product to
exposed skin or clothing, and always
following the manufacturer’s direc-
tions for use.

*Wear light colored, long-sleeved
shirts and long pants when outdoors.
Apply insect repellent to clothing to
help prevent bites. 

*Take extra care during peak mos-

Michigan confirms state’s
first human case of WNV 

Please turn to page 7.

Tuscola County Extension millage
vote date, funding still up in the air

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County commissioners will
resume discussion later this month
on how long to fund the county’s
MSU Extension office after recently
learning that a planned election in
March to secure voter approval for a
special Extension millage won’t be
possible.

The board is also expected to con-
sider selecting a new date for the
election sometime next year.
Faced with a projected general fund

budget deficit of several hundred
thousands of dollars over the next
few years, commissioners had hoped
to save money by asking voters to
pay for Extension programs, includ-
ing 4-H, via a special tax request of
.1 of a mill during the presidential
election ballot slated for Tuesday,
March 8.
If approved, the millage would have

generated an estimated $170,000
annually and cost the owner of a

$100,000 home about $5 more a year
in taxes.  The money would have
been used to pay for not only 4-H
programs, but also professional agri-
culture services and nutrition pro-
grams provided through Extension
office.

Commissioners also approved a
motion to continue financially sup-
porting local extension programs
until the election and – presuming

voters support the millage – until tax
revenue from the millage was col-
lected.  But if the millage failed, the
county would no longer fund the
office.

However, Tuscola County Clerk
Jodi Fetting recently informed the
board that she and other clerks
attending a state conference were
surprised to learn that only school
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Pleasant Home, Pleasant Home, it was the place to heal, 
And for the cost of $5,800.00, I bought it… such a deal.

Work, family, church, and kids kept me busy through the day
Yet my baking and my apple pie was the world’s best they’d say!

Learn more about who I am at the 3rd Annual Elkland Township Cemetery Walk that will be held on
Sunday, September 27, 2015 at 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. Tickets sold out.

Who am I?

Early detection is key to cancer prevention
Michigan residents can help protect

themselves and their families against
cancer by taking preventative meas-
ures and getting screened early.

As part of the ongoing efforts to
raise awareness and highlight the
work being done across the state, the
Michigan Department of Health and
Human Services (MDHHS) and
Michigan Cancer Consortium
(MCC) have announced the release
of a 2014 annual report that provides
a statewide view of cancer.

“The good news is that a number of
cancers can be prevented through
maintaining a healthy lifestyle and
preventive measures such as the
human papillomavirus or HPV vac-
cination,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief
medical executive of the MDHHS.
“Maintaining a healthy body weight,

quitting smoking, limiting alcohol
intake, along with ensuring your
children receive the HPV vaccina-
tion, are all ways to decrease you and
your family’s risk for cancer.”

The report shows that cancer
screening rates in Michigan are
slightly better than the national aver-
age for breast, cervical, and colorec-
tal cancer.

It also highlights that work remains
as evidenced by Michigan having the
16th highest rate of new cancer cases
and the 17th highest rate of cancer
deaths in the U.S.   In addition, when
compared to national rates, slightly
more Michigan adults describe
themselves as current smokers and
as obese.

“There are early-detection tests for
breast, cervical, colorectal, and lung

cancer,” says Ernesto Drelichman,
MD, co-chair of the MCC. “These
tests help by detecting cancer in its
early stages, when it is most treatable
and the outcomes are much better.”

Also, knowing your family history
and personal risk for cancer are key
components to prevention and early
detection. Michigan residents should
talk with their health care provider
about their risk and be screened for
cancer.

The MCC is a public-private part-
nership of more than 100 organiza-
tions, and shares in the MDHHS
Cancer Prevention and Control
Section goal to reduce the burden of
cancer in the state.

For more information about the
MCC, including resources related to
cancer survivorship, visit
www.michigancancer.org.

MSU Extension workshops target caregivers

Michigan State University
Extension is offering three educa-
tional workshops for parents, care-
givers, and all who live or work with
young children.

All workshops will be held at the
Tuscola County MSU Extension
Office building, 362 Green St. in
Caro.

Join MSU Extension’s early child-
hood educator, Gail Innis, for free
two-hour workshops/training oppor-
tunities.  The classes include
research-based, hands-on education
on important topics for early child-
hood development and school suc-
cess. Participants can attend one
workshop or all three.

The first of the workshop series,
“Positive Discipline”, will be held
Tuesday, Sept. 22, when participants
will be invited to explore simple,
research-based ways to achieve pos-
itive discipline by setting clear
expectations, rules and logical con-

sequences.
The second workshop, Tuesday,

Oct. 20, will focus on the topic of
“Alternatives to Anger for Parents
and Caregivers”.  Participants will
learn ways to recognize anger and
stress in children as well as coping
skills, using children’s literature to
teach anger management techniques.

The final workshop explores the
concept of “Mindfulness for
Children; Ways to Help Kids
Manage Stress”.  This workshop will

teach techniques of mindful attention
that can help adults as they help chil-
dren explore thoughts and feelings to
reduce stress and anxiety.

All workshops will be held from
5:30 to 7:30 p.m., and registration is
required by calling Tuscola County
MSU Extension at (989) 672-3870
or via email at innis@anr.msu.edu.

These classes may fulfill training
requirements for child care
providers, foster parents and relative
care providers.

Senior movies set Sept. 18
Rawson Memorial District Library

in Cass City will be hosting its
Senior Citizen Movies Friday, Sept.
18, starting at 1:30 p.m.

Refreshments will be served. This
older adult program is offered free of
charge.

Films scheduled to be shown are:
*The Geology of Michigan – Travel

through years of geologic history
and discover the processes and
events that created and continue to
form the Great Lakes and the regions
that border these remarkable fresh-
water bodies.

From salt deposits formed in shal-
low tropical seas to continental gla-
ciers to the roots of ancient moun-
tains, this film is a resource for expe-
riencing and understanding one of
our planet’s most extraordinary geo-
logic landscapes (60 minutes).

*Glacier National Park – Glacier
National Park in Montana is
arguably America’s most stunning
landscape, with carved massive gla-
ciers and a melting ice cycle that
supports ecosystems of more than
2,000 species of plants and animals.

However, the glaciers are disap-
pearing at a rapid rate. National
Geographic treks into the
Continental Divide to uncover the
hidden secrets of this transforming
landscape (50 minutes).

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

A letter to me 20 years ago

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Guest editorial
by Jack McHugh

senior legislative analyst
Mackinac Center for Public Policy

Perhaps no two human activities are more antithetical to each

other than politics and the business of insurance. Insurance is all

about prudence and taking the long view, while politics is — not.

An example is House Bill 4560, introduced by Rep. Peter Lucido

(R-Shelby Township). To provide a one-time infusion of road

repair money this would authorize a $1 billion raid on the reserve

fund that the Michigan Catastrophic Claims Association (MCCA)

draws on to reimburse auto crash victims for very expensive med-

ical costs.

The MCCA is the entity created by Michigan’s no-fault auto

insurance law to cover those expensive claims, under a provision

that requires drivers to carry personal injury protection coverage

with no cap on benefits. The medical service reimbursements are

financed by an annual assessment tacked on to auto insurance

bills, in amounts determined by the association’s board.

The current assessment is $150 per year for each vehicle, which

was set last March. The document announcing this reported that

in the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014, the MCCA had paid out

slightly more than $1 billion in claims, which is up sharply from

$765 million five years earlier. Also, actuarial projections indi-

cate it has a $292 million reserve fund deficit for outstanding

claims. Many of these claims are for medical costs that will extend

decades into the future, because they include providing lifetime

care for individuals permanently disabled in tragic car crashes.

House Bill 4560 essentially directs the MCCA to recover from

the fund raid by increasing future customer assessments and with

magic — increasing returns on the fund’s investments. Presumably

the association’s fund managers already work to maximize those

returns within the bounds of prudent investment practices, so this

provision is pure eyewash.

The future rate hike potential is real, though.

As Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial Services

(DIFS) Director Patrick McPharlin put it in a statement on the

department’s website, “[R]educing money in the fund could result

in the need for the MCCA to increase its assessment on insurance

companies — further driving up the cost of auto insurance in our

state.”

The bill recalls a previous MCCA fund raid, which occurred in

1998. In contrast to the current reserve fund deficit, at that time

the association had accumulated a $2.5 billion surplus above the

amounts projected to cover medical claims then outstanding.

Politicians saw an opportunity to pander, and the House passed a

bill mandating that the MCCA rebate $1.2 billion to auto insur-

ance customers. Rather than wait for the Senate to enshrine this

bit of political opportunism into statute, the MCCA agreed to send

out checks without a legislative fiat.

Various factors had caused MCCA assessments to fall dramati-

cally. Among other things, these include lower than projected

medical costs, a strong state economy and a booming U.S. stock

market. Having ample reserves also contributed.

After the rebate, customer assessments remained low for a few

more years, but in 2002 they were back up to $71 per vehicle, and

by the middle of the decade they were close to the current $150

level. It is likely that rates would have stayed lower for longer

without the 1998 fund raid, and the temporary customer windfall

probably ended up being a net loss for insurance buyers over

time.

Taking money that is set aside to pay the medical expenses of

people severely injured or disabled in car crashes to provide a

one-time funding blip won’t solve Michigan’s road funding prob-

lem. But it will cause new problems, and probably subject vehicle

owners to higher insurance rates in coming years. This is no way

to run a state, a road budget or an insurance plan.

of family. Good friends. Good choices. Good grades.
Worthwhile activities. Sports. In that order. 

Teach them to take responsibility for their actions. I
fear responsibility is getting lost in our age of entitle-
ment. “I was wrong,” and “I’m sorry,” are important
phrases for them to practice and master. 

Talk to them. Keep an open dialogue. Answer their
questions and they will answer yours. Often this will
be at midnight when you are beyond tired or when you
have a work deadline that’s overdue. Kids are lots of
things, but convenient isn’t one of them. Take the time
on their time. It’s all you’ve got. 

Keep loving their dad, even when he seems a little
irritating, and he will continue to love you when you
are a lot more than a little irritating. 
Keep loving them, even when they are the opposite of

easy to love, which kids and teenagers can be on occa-
sion. Don’t judge them or expect them to be what you
think they should be. Let them define themselves and I
promise you’ll be satisfied with the finished product.

Finally, don’t be too hard on yourself. You’re doing
the best you can. You’ve always got tomorrow to be
the perfect parent.

Thanks for listening. Sincerely,
Me from 2015.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice;
follow the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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We all change a little each day. Our experiences
mold us. I’m not the same person I was 20 years ago.
Hardly – and I’m not just referring to my pants size.

It would be interesting (to say the least) if we could
go back and talk to the person we were two decades
ago. What advice and insight would we give? And,
would the person we were then listen to us now – or
not?

Dear me from 1995,
You are embroiled in the business and busyness of

parenting. Two young children depend on you and
you’re about to top that off with a couple more in the
coming years. I know. It sounds overwhelming, but
you can do it. Sleep is over-rated anyway and adult
naps were invented for a reason. 

You feel as though this stage and their neediness
will never end. Believe me, it will. You might think
you know it all at this point (that’s one thing that has-
n’t changed about us during the last 20 years) but you
don’t. Not really. We never do. But I do have a few
snippets of knowledge that might benefit you now
and in the years to come.

First, I have some good news: they will grow up.
You will sleep through the night on a regular basis
and as an added bonus you won’t have to set a sub-
stantial portion of your weekly spending toward dia-
pers. 

Next, I have some bad news: they will grow up. It
will come more quickly than you ever could have
imagined. And as you lie awake in bed at 2:00 a.m.
you will recall their middle-of-the-night cries with
fondness and longing. There will even be times when
you wish for it to happen again, maybe just once, to
be able to smell their baby breath and remind you
that you are a young mama. 
Even though you will delight in their growth, it will

be a pain like you’ve never experienced before. Their
dependence – and following independence – defines
your being. That is okay. The eventual independence
will feel good, after a time. You may even get back to
some of the old hobbies that you nearly forgot you
used to enjoy – gardening, crafting, your husband.
The toddler years are no match for the teenage ones.

Having teenagers is much harder, and more fun, than
you ever imagined. Enjoy them. At both stages and
everything in between.

Don’t worry if one of them has feet that grow so
much that he needs another new pair of gym shoes
mid-school year. In the big scheme of things it is no
big deal.
Help them to prioritize. Being kind. The importance

Robbing Peter no
way to run a state

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any
and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle manage-
ment and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising is
Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Once again, Michigan voters have overwhelmingly
spoken in favor of starting the school year after the
Labor Day holiday, according to a statewide survey of
1,075 likely 2016 voters.

The survey of Michigan voters found that nearly
three-fourths support the law requiring all public
school districts to start after Labor Day. Support
remains strong at 64% even when Labor Day falls late
in the calendar year as is the case this year. The poll
also found that August was the most favorite month for
Michigan family vacations, by a seven point margin
over July.

“Michiganders overwhelmingly want to keep all of
their summer vacation, especially in the month of
August,” said Dave Clouse, chairman of the Michigan
Lodging and Tourism Association (MLTA) and gener-
al manager of the Quality Inn Forward Conference
Center in West Branch. “A post Labor Day School start
means more time to make family memories that last a
lifetime.”

Support for the post-Labor Day school start crosses
all age, race, gender, political, and geographic seg-
ments. “Michigan voters continue to embrace starting
school after Labor Day,” said Steve Yencich, President
and CEO of the Michigan Lodging and Tourism
Association.

“Summer is by far our industry’s biggest season and
July and August are the most predictably warm
months. Voter opinion and plain old common sense tell
us starting school after Labor Day is as good for
Michigan families as it is for our state’s economic
future.” said Yencich.
In addition to valuable family time, a later school start

grows tourism, Michigan’s third largest industry. In
2014, tourism generated $19.5 billion in economic
activity, 214,000 jobs and over $1 billion in state tax
revenue. The vast majority of these impacts are gener-
ated during the summer, especially in July and August.

**********

With the start of fall sports season and the North
American sports industry pulling in more than $60 bil-
lion annually, the leading personal finance website
WalletHub conducted an in-depth analysis of 2015’s
Best & Worst Cities for Sports Fans.

Here’s what they found. The best midsize cities for
sports fan is Ann Arbor, MI and the best small cities for
sports fan is East Lansing. Of course, we all knew that,
but did you know: 

*The viewership rate for NFL games Green Bay,
Wis., is three times higher than in Oakland, Calif. 

* The average ticket price for an NBA game in New
York is three times more expensive than in New
Orleans.

* Morgantown, W.Va., has 38 times more sports bars
per capita than Evanston, Ill.

* NHL fans in Pittsburgh are 28 times friendlier and
more engaged than those in New York.

* The attendance rate for MLS games in San Jose,
Calif., is two times higher than in Orlando, Fla.

Well, now you do.

**********

If you’re looking for a job or maybe even considering
a career change, employment with the state of
Michigan appears promising.

According to a report from ABC affiliate WXYZ in
Detroit, Michigan may have as many as 10,000
employees eligible for retirement in 2016. Out of the
current 48,000 state employees, 22 percent are eligible
to retire following mass hires 25 years ago, according
to the report, which noted some state employees are
eligible to retire after 25 years with the Michigan Civil
Service Commission.

The job opening are in information technology, nurs-
ing, dental, accounting, state police, the state
Department of Natural Resources, and in corrections.
In fact, Michigan reportedly has a need for 1,000 cor-
rection officers to work in the state’s prisons.
To apply, download a resume or just search job open-

ings, log onto the website, www.michigan.gov/mdcs.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Lekai R. Spencer, 24, Detroit,
pleaded no contest to charges of
home invasion, second degree, and
unlawfully driving away an automo-
bile May 25 in Ellington Township.
The defendant was also convicted of

being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $4,000 and Spencer was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*King Whiplash, 28, Reese, plead-

ed no contest to assaulting, resisting
or obstructing a police officer June
21 in Reese.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Gregory V. Davis, 56, Caro, plead-

ed guilty to a charge of operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, July 11
in Almer Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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THE UPS CASS CITY Committee along with the Cass City Public Schools

partnered for a school bus safety training session just in time for the start of

the 2015-16 school year.  Local school bus driver Rita Hanby met with Cass

City UPS drivers Thursday to promote awareness of students at bus stops.

Sheriffs: watch for kids, school buses  
The days of summer are past and

youngsters across the state returned
to classes this week, marking the
start of the 2015-16 school year.

The sheriff’s departments in
Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties
are urging motorists to take extra
care around student and school bus
traffic, by cutting down distractions
and concentrating on the road.

Children are often eager to get on
and off the bus because they are
excited to get to school and they are
also excited to get home and tell
their parents about their day.  The
following safety tips can help to
ensure everyone stays safe:

Tips for Students –

•Always arrive at the bus stop early.
•Prior to boarding, wait until the

bus has some to a complete stop, the
door is opened and the bus driver
says that it’s OK to board.

•Once on board proceed quickly to
your seat and stay sitting until the
bus arrives at your school or other
drop off location.

•Do not move around on the bus.  
•Always walk on the sidewalk

when preparing to cross the street
near a bus.  Make eye contact with
the driver so that you are sure he or
she sees you.

•Never walk behind the bus.
•If you are walking beside the bus,

make sure you are at least 10 feet (10
“giant” steps) away.
•Take extra precaution to make sure

that clothing with drawstrings and
book bags do not get caught in the

hand rail or door.
•Never stop to pick something up

you have dropped while the bus is
stopped.  Wait until the bus has driv-
en off to avoid not being seen by the
driver.

Tips for Motorists – 

•Remember that children are unpre-
dictable in their actions.  Take
extreme caution when traveling in a
school zone.

•If you live in an area where there
are no sidewalks, drive cautiously.
Be more alert to the possibility of
children walking in the road.
•Be more aware of children playing

near school bus stops.
•Take extra time to look for kids at

intersections, on medians and on
curbs.

•Enter and exit driveways and
alleys slowly and carefully.

•Reduce any distractions inside
your car so you can concentrate on
the road and your surroundings.  

•Put down your phone – don’t talk
or text while driving!

•Slow down and prepare to stop
whenever you see yellow school bus
lights flashing.

•Never pass a school bus when
there are flashing red lights.  This is
a sign that children are getting off the
bus – and it’s the law!

Traveling to and from School –

•Plan a walking route to school or
the bus stop.  Choose the most direct
way with the fewest street crossings
and, if possible, with intersections

that have crossing guards.
•Walk the route with your child

beforehand.  Tell him or her to stay
away from parks, vacant lots, fields 

and other places where there aren’t
many people around.

•Teach your child never to talk to
strangers, accept rides from
strangers or accept gifts from
strangers.  Remember, a stranger is
anyone you or your children don’t
know well or don’t trust.

•Be sure your child walks to and
from school or the bus stop with a
sibling, friend or neighbor.

•Teach your kids – whether walk-
ing, biking or riding the bus to
school – to obey all traffic signals,
signs and traffic officers.  Remind
them to be extra careful in bad
weather.

•When driving kids, deliver and
pick them up as close to the school as
possible.  Don’t leave until they are
in the schoolyard or building.

•If your child bikes to school make
sure he wears a helmet that meets
safety standards.  Research indicates
that a helmet can reduce the risk of
head injury by up to 85%.

•If your child rides a scooter to
school, make sure she wears sturdy
shoes, helmet, kneepads and elbow
pads.

•Be sure your child knows his or
her home (or parents’ cellular) phone
number(s) and address.  They should
also know where you work, your
work phone number, the phone num-
ber of another trusted adult and how
to call 911 for emergencies.

������		��������
	�������
���
�������

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $20/year ~ Call 872-2010



CASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER 9,  2015

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I ain’t afraid
of no wasp....

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I had no idea I could do a great impersonation of Michael Jackson
until I was cutting the grass behind my house the other day. Turns out
I can do the moonwalk.  In double time.

Actually, it probably looked more like a combination of the moon-
walk and, if you can picture it, a classic Wile E. Coyote cartoon
where he’s trying to escape the doom of an ACME safe plummeting
from the sky – his legs are turning furiously, but he’s not getting any-
where.

Here’s the rest of the story:
I was minding my own business, ready to cut another strip of grass

out in the wilds of Deford, when I noticed a raised, thin strip of soil
against the fence, courtesy of some pesky burrowing rodent.  So, I
tamped the ground down with my foot and was on my way.  After five
or six steps, I felt a really sharp pain behind my right calf and looked
down to see a yellow jacket stabbing his stinger into my flesh.

I swiped him away and continued a few more steps.  Then the pain
really started searing.

I chalked it up to bad luck and continued on my way.  Until I
returned to the same area on the next mowing swipe to discover many
dozens of yellow jackets swarming up from the ground I had com-
pacted with my foot a couple minutes earlier.

I decided the yellow jackets had to go, so I sought out advice from
the folks at MSU Extension, which covers this very topic on their
website.

I found some facts I was already aware of and a few I had just
learned.  For example, “Ground nesting yellow jackets are often dis-
covered, sometimes painfully, while mowing the lawn or weeding the
gardens or flower beds.”

Thanks a lot.
In addition, unlike the honeybee, which has a barbed stinger, yellow

jackets’ stingers are smooth, enabling them to inject painful venom in
their victims multiple times (true story); they often build underground
nests in cool shaded areas (check); and when disturbed, their “attack
zone” is about 15 feet from their nest.

Oh, and by the way, once a yellow jacket stings, it releases an
“attack pheromone” that excites his buddies and prompts them to join
in the attack. “Steer clear if at all possible!” the advisory reads.

Really?  I wonder what sort of guy needs to hear that advice?
Probably the same guy who considers the follow Extension advice

a challenge rather than a warning:
“…if you are bound and determined to try (to get rid of a yellow

jacket nest) yourself, then in addition to nest location, your speed and
agility should be honestly evaluated.  The slow and clumsy should
seriously consider hiring the services of a pest control company.”

Also worthy of considering is the warning about attempting to take
out a nest located in the upper branches of a tree.  “For reasons that
should be obvious, a nest full of angry wasps, and a fool on a ladder
is a potentially dangerous and life-threatening combination.” 
I can just imagine all the wives out there reading that and then shak-

ing their heads while heading for the medicine cabinet in search of a
bottle of calamine lotion.

Anyway, these wasps are actually valuable to have around when
they’re not mad at you (they kill and eat spiders, caterpillars and other
garden pests).

Unfortunately, guys, the experts say that defending yourself against
yellow jackets involves much more than some good bug spray and a
solid escape route.  It seems protecting yourself also means giving up
those brightly colored Hawaiian shirts along with “scented perfumes
(are there any other kind?), and ‘girly’ smelling body soap”, all of
which attract these little flying demons.

What a pain. 

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Austin Schram may not be the most
experienced dog handler, but at just 9
years of age he already knows what
it takes to run a successful brace
beagling competition. In fact,
Schram, the son of Jim and Kathy
Schram, recently served as the
youngest field marshal ever during a
brace beagle competition held at the
Red Cedar Beagle Club in Perry.
Schram, who entered the third grade
at Campbell Elementary School in
Cass City this year, gladly accepted
the challenge. And he was prepared,
having started “beagling” with his
grandfather, Mike Perry of Saginaw,
2 years ago. According to Perry,
there are brace beagling clubs
throughout the region, and members,
who must register their dogs with the
American Kennel Club (AKC), get
together to take part in trials, or com-
petitions in which the hounds are
tested on their abilities to track live
rabbits. Both Perry and Austin
belong to the Midland-based
Sturgeon Creek Beagle Club. “It’s
how they can track a rabbit. It’s not
how fast they go; it’s their style...no
matter what the conditions are,”
Perry said. The dogs compete in cat-
egories based on their height and
sex, Perry explained, adding that
during a trial, each dog is assigned a
number. The hounds are selected to
compete 2 at a time via a drawing,
and their performances are rated by 2
judges. The winners are then pitted
against each other in a second series
of the competition.

After being in the same second
grade classroom for 37 years, Nancy
Walker has decided to turn off the
lights and shut the door. Walker
decided to retire from teaching and
spend time with her family when the
2009-10 school year came to a close.
Although now retired, Walker plans
to stay quite busy. All 3 of her chil-
dren are teachers. One is a history
instructor and the other 2 are kinder-
garten teachers. “I will always have a
classroom to help set up,” she said.
Walker would like to substitute
teach, but only wants to do so in
Cass City because she knows the
teachers and students. “It’s a chance
to be with (the students) and watch
them grow,” Walker said. She will
also be able to volunteer to assist
other teachers, and help out her chil-
dren if they need it. Walker has 3
grandchildren she will also be able to
spend more time with now, and she
may help out with field trips if need-
ed.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Seven-year-old Maija Szarapski
was crowned Cherry Festival
Princess in Traverse City recently.
Maija is the daughter of former Cass
City resident Brent Szarapski and his
wife, Lissa, of Traverse City, and the
granddaughter of Dick and Norma
Szarapski of Cass City.
Success on the volleyball courts has

followed 2004 Cass City graduate
Amy Howard to Saginaw Valley
State University. The Cardinal soph-
omore volleyball setter was recently
named to the Lewis University Flyer
Invitational All-Tournament Team in
Romeoville, Illinois as SVSU went
2-2.

Cass City graduate Danny
Mittlestat recently participated in
this year’s Michigan Youth Hunter
Education Challenge (MYHEC), for
the third straight year, in Lansing.
The 2-day event held a written
knowledge test, an animal identifica-
tion test, a hunter safety trail, a sport-
ing clay course, a 3-D archery
course, a muzzle loading and light
rifle course. Mittlestat was one of 2
participants awarded a $1,000
MYHEC college scholarship. To
receive the scholarship Mittlestat
had to apply, participate in the state
event and submit a written essay on
how outdoor events have influenced
his life. Mittlestat is studying Fish
and Wildlife management at Lake
Superior State University.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

A Deford area couple’s angora goats
recently scored big at the Michigan
State Fair, winning a fistful of rib-
bons, including Grand Champion
Wether (neutered male) and Reserve
Champion Wether honors. The cou-
ple, Don and Debbie Krug, were
among the owners of some 50 goats
entered in the Sept. 1 show, held
towards the end of the 11-day state
fair. Today, the couple manage an
average of 80 to 100 goats at their
Pinecreek Farm, located in south-
western Novesta Township.
Although both have other jobs - Don
works for Detroit Edison and Debbie

is an animal technician at the Bad
Axe Animal Clinic - Debbie recently
decided to spend more time with the
goats, which have turned into a full-
time business involving the sale of
mohair.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  

Wilma Groth of Cass City has
retired after 29 years and 11 months
as an employee of General
Telephone and its predecessor com-
pany here. She began working for
the Michigan Associated Telephone
Co. as an operator in 1947, a position
she held for 15 years. The company
was purchased by General Telephone
in the early 1950s. She became a
service and assignment clerk in
1962, about the time dial phones
were installed in Cass City. Until
then, local as well as long distance
calls had to be made through the
operator. Mrs. Groth was a janitor at
the local office the past seven years,
the last six of which were part-time,
which were counted as three years
by the company in computing her
almost 30 years of service.

An estimated 75 persons attended
the dedication of the Cass City
Exercise Trail at Cass City
Recreational Park Sunday. The
group heard Rotary President Fritz
Olson tell how the trail started and
was finished. He said that Tom
Proctor reported how other clubs had
worked out a trail and the club voted
to construct one. Early planning was
under the direction of Bill Malone
before he left the community. About
two years of work, spearheaded by
Ken Jensen, went into the comple-
tion of the trail, Olson told the group.
Village President Lambert Althaver
then introduced two members of the
council that were present for the rib-
bon cutting ceremony. Participating
in the inaugural Sunday were Mr.
and Mrs. Harold Perry.

Telephone operators  in 1948 or
1949 in Cass City were Ersel
Prutchick, Eula Dewey (now
Gruber), Leola Terbush, Sadie
Fordyce, Wilma Terbush, Wilma
Groth, Ella Mae Clara, chief opera-
tor. 

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

An open house marking the 50th
wedding anniversary of Mr. and Mrs.
Milo Shagena, Clarkston, and former
Cass City area residents, will be held
Sunday, Sept. 28, at the Clarkston
Eagles Club. The celebration will be
given by their children. Milo
Shagena was born in Cass City,
while his wife, the former Ruth
McKee, was born in Pontiac. The
couple is retired, they have four chil-
dren, Robert of Clarkston, Leo of
Imlay City, Mrs. Marie DuRussell of
Caro and Mrs. Elaine Fox of
Madison Heights. The couple also
have 17 grandchildren and nine
great-grandchildren. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Polheber of
Deford celebrated their 65th wed-
ding anniversary Saturday, Aug. 23,
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Adolph
Mozden, where 69 members of their
family gathered for a potluck dinner.
The couple were married Aug. 22,
1910, in Chicago, and moved to the
Deford area about 55 years ago.
They have four daughters, Mrs.
Maxine Witkowski of Gladwin,
Anna Murawski of Chicago. Helen
Mika of Decker and Jennie Mozden
of Deford. They also have 22 grand-
children and 44 great-grandchildren,
along with one great-great-grand-
child.

Three area students were among
549 students from Ferris State
College who were named to the
Academic Honors List for the sum-
mer quarter. The three include
Timothy Cooper of Cass City, Kathy
Jean Milligan of Decker and Debrah
A. Ziehm of Owendale. To be named
to the list, a student must earn at least
a 3.25 grade point average and carry
a full academic load of at least 14
quarter hours of credit.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Cass City students were introduced
to these new teachers when they
returned to school Tuesday for a
half-day session. Shirley Bifoss,
Margaret Brown, Kay McCallum,
Linda Isbister, Nancy Hutchinson,
Larry Todd, Mary Kramer, Barbara
Tuckey, Eon Bass, Bill Lemcke,
Charmaine Fahrner, John Bifoss and
Eugenia Dayton.

A father and son duo were among
the top area winners in sheep shows
at the Michigan State Fair which
ended this week. Another Cass City
man also placed high in showings.
The Seven Russells Farm, owned by
Keith Russell of Cass City, had

grand champion ram in the Oxford
division open judging while
Russell’s son, George, showed the
grand champion ram in the
Shropshire class, 4-H judging. Dean
Hutchinson, in open competition,
showed the grand champion ewe in
the Shropshire division. Other Seven
Russells Farm placings included:
ram lamb, seventh and 10th places;
pen of ram lamb, fourth place; year-
ling ram, second and third place; pair
of yearling rams, first place; aged
rams, first and second place; ewe
lamb, third and sixth places; pair ewe
lambs, second place; yearling ewe,
third place; pair of yearling ewes,
first place; flock, first place, and get
of sire, second place. The farm also
received Premier Michigan Breeder
in the Oxford division. Hutchinson
also had the first place aged ram,
third place yearling ram, fifth place
ram lamb, first and third place year-
ling ewes, third place flock and third
place get of sire. The younger
Russell, aside from his grand cham-
pion ram, showed the first place ram
lamb, third place yearling ram, first
place aged ram, third place ewe lamb
and third place yearling ewe, all in
the Shropshire division.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

In a charming home wedding,
Thursday evening, September 5,
Miss Lucile Knight became the bride
of Mr. Clifton Hill, of Detroit. The
bride is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert J. Knight, of Cass City, and
Mr. Hill is the son of Mrs. Catherine
Hill, of Alpena. Rev. Paul J. Allured
of Kinde, a friend of the bride’s fam-
ily and a former pastor of the Cass
City Presbyterian Church, read the
marriage ceremony at eight o’clock,
the couple stood before an embank-
ment of gladioli, asters, ferns and
baby’s breath. They were attended
by Miss Elizabeth Knight of Cass
City, sister of the bride, and Barnard
Jarrard of Detroit.

George and Alfred Burns, members
of the Tuscola County 4-H poultry
demonstration team, did a fine piece
of work at the state fair. This team
placed first in the contest. The award
for this accomplishment is a trip to
the International Livestock Show
and 4-H Club in Chicago. The boys
are sons of Mr. and Mrs. Harry
Burns. 

School District No. 5, Tuscola
Township, will not be included in the
primary interest fund apportionment
going to school districts, checks for
which are going out this week from
the office of County Clerk Clare
Homing. This district forfeits its
share of primary money because
they have enough on hand to pay the
teacher’s salary, tuition and trans-
portation for the ensuing two years.
Tuscola County’s apportionment is
made on the basis of 10,392 school
children in the county and the
amount is $29,097.60. The rate is
$2.80 per child.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

The Shabbona Roller Flour Mills,
operated and owned by Harvey
Hyde, were burned to the ground
early Thursday morning, Sept. 9.
The fire was discovered between
three and four o’clock, but it had
secured too great a start for the citi-
zens to control it. Besides the build-
ing, the stock of wheat and flour is a
total loss. The fire, it is thought,
started in the engine room. No insur-
ance was carried.

Cass City, Bad Axe, Sandusky and
other progressive Thumb towns are
commencing an all day and night
electric light and power service.

“Dress up!” Why? Because compa-
ny is coming! Dress up, because
there has been a stay at home time.
Dress up! What is the biggest asset
of this country anyway? One hun-
dred millions of people unafraid who
can afford to dress up. Every
American is a Sovereign! Dress up
and prove it. Take some of that hid-
den away cash and dress up. Whistle
a cheerful tune and everyone within
hearing will hum it. Let everybody
“dress up.” Talk it to everybody else
until we all get the habit. “Right
Dress,” says the captain as the
reviewing major marches down the
line. The regiment straightens out
and up like a plumb line. That is the
test. “Dress up.” Don’t be a sloven!
“Dress up.” The wife who meets her
husband neatly dressed holds him
safe. The husband is never found
fault with when he is clean and neat-
ly clad. “Dress up.” Let us with great
enthusiasm “Dress up.” October 2 to
9 is Cass City’s selection of dates to
get in line with the great national
“Dress up” campaign.   
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Last month the whole world was in
an uproar over the slaying of Cecil
the lion.  The thirteen year old black-
maned cat was a fixture in the
Hwange National Park, Hwange,
Zimbabwe.  Yet, Dr. Walter Palmer, a
Minnesota dentist, was apparently
unaware of Cecil’s status when he
took him with a crossbow that fateful
day outside the preserve.  

No matter one’s position on the
story, the episode exposes a glaring
fault regarding human values.  The
maxim sometimes heard among ani-
mal lovers is: “Animals (dogs, cats,
hamsters, monkeys — whatever you
like) are people, too!”  Strangely,
many actually believe this and have
afforded animals human status or
above.  We see this in the tale of
Cecil. 

It is desperate irony that we have
humanized creatures of the field and
at the same time dehumanized chil-

Todd Gould

Evangelical Free 

Church of Cass City

dren of the womb.  There was out-
rage over the skinning and “behead-
ing” of Cecil the lion, yet little con-
cern over the news of aborted baby
body parts being sold by Planned
Parenthood.  Certainly Paul’s decla-
ration of Romans 1:25 has come to
pass: “...they exchanged the truth of
God for a lie, and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the
Creator, who is blessed forever.
Amen.”

In the Garden, after God said man
would be created in His own image,
His next words declared man’s rule
over all other created life (Genesis
1:26).  Two verses later, He said it
again.  In the next chapter, Adam
was tasked with giving every animal
its name, demonstrating his authority
over the living creation.  Later, in
Genesis 9:2, 3, at the conclusion of
the universal flood, God once again
established man’s rule over the ani-

mals and here made them food for
human consumption.  
From the entire counsel of scripture

we clearly see that animals are not
created in the image of God, nor “are
they people, too.”  However, chil-
dren of the womb “are people, too,”
and indeed are created in the image
of God.  As such, “baby lives matter”
and should be protected and nurtured
— not slaughtered and harvested as
saleable commodities.  Interestingly,
in the same chapter after God says
animals will be our food, He then
says: “Whoever sheds man’s blood,
by man shall his blood be shed, for in
the image of God He made man”
(verse 6). 
America and the rest of the world is

already under judgment for the cry-
ing sin of abortion.  But how much
worse will it get when we jokingly
bargain over the price of a baby’s
liver?  How much further will we

One day the world will see the lion of all lions
Pastor’s Corner

slide into the pit of moral decay, sat-
isfying our greed with the lives of
the innocent?  It did not stand in the
days of Nazi Germany and it will not
stand today.  Dogs, cats, hamsters,
and African lions are not human
beings, but children of the womb are.

One day the whole world will see
the lion of all lions, i.e., The Lion of
the Tribe of Judah (Revelation 5:5).
Jesus Christ is His name.  His return
is imminent.  He will set the record
straight and He will judge every man
according to what he has done
(Revelation 22:12).  

I hope you are worshiping the right
Lion.   
Blessings.
Rev. Todd R. Gould
See pastor Gould’s blog at 
www.goodasgould.org         
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

ARTISTIC ENDEAVORS Art Gallery in Cass City

will host its next Second Friday event starting

Friday from 6 to 8 p.m.  The event, which will con-

tinue through Sept. 30, will feature artist Brandon

Muscott (above), who along with his wife and son

recently moved to the Thumb after having lived in

Midland, Detroit and Jackson. “When we moved

here, we were struck with how many people asked

us, ‘why?’, as if there was something wrong with

life out here compared to life somewhere else,”

Muscott commented.  “The work I am showing

here at Artistic Endeavors is my response to the

question.  It reflects our appreciation of the area.

There is a unique culture here that…has offered

inspiration as I begin to explore what’s possible in

digital art and photography.”

quito biting hours between dusk and
dawn.  Use repellent and protective
clothing, or consider avoiding out-
door activities during these times.

Choose a repellent concentration
rated for the time you will spend out-
doors. When applying repellent to
children, apply it to your own hands
and rub them on the child.  Avoid the
eyes and mouth and do not apply to
children’s hands because they some-
times put their hands in their mouths.
Do not apply repellents to infants
under 6 months of age and instead
place nets over strollers and baby
carriers. 

Most people bitten by a WNV
infected mosquito show no symp-
toms of illness. However, some
become sick three to 15 days after

Continued from page one.

State confirms first human case of WNV
exposure. About one-in-five infected
persons will have mild illness with
fever. About one in 150 infected peo-
ple will become severely ill. 

Symptoms of WNV include:
encephalitis (inflammation of the
brain) and meningitis (inflammation
of the spinal cord and brain linings)
include stiff neck, stupor, disorienta-
tion, coma, tremors, muscle weak-
ness, convulsions and paralysis. 

People 50 and older are more sus-
ceptible to severe WNV disease
symptoms. Physicians are urged to
test patients for WNV if they present
with fever and signs of meningitis or
encephalitis, or sudden painless
paralysis in the absence of stroke in
the summer months.  For more infor-
mation and surveillance activity
about WNV, visit
www.michigan.gov/westnilevirus.

According to the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development, people can stay
healthy by using simple, effective
strategies to protect themselves and
their families by reading and follow-
ing all repellant label directions.
MDARD also urges residents to con-
sider using biological controls for
small lakes and ponds you own, such
as Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis
(Bti).

There is an effective vaccine for
horses and MDARD reminds horse
owners to work with their local vet-
erinarian to determine appropriate
vaccination status. Because dawn
and dusk are worst time for mosqui-
toes, it is also recommended that
horses be kept inside at those times,
and it’s important to remove any
stagnant water from the premises.

election questions – not local gov-
ernment measures – can be placed on
the March 8 ballot due to a provision
included in state law when the
Michigan Legislature moved the reg-
ular election date to the second
Tuesday in March in presidential
election years.

Commissioners could place the
Extension millage on the ballot next
May, but that would cost the county
an estimated $30,000 to $35,000.
On the other hand, the board could
avoid paying for a special election
by postponing a vote until next
August.

The board’s next regular meeting is
Thursday, Oct. 17.

Commissioner Thom Bardwell
noted county officials are funding
the local Extension office and will
continue to do so for the next sever-

Continued from page one.

Extension millage vote date, funding up in air
al months, so the board has time to
make a decision without negatively
impacting 4-H and other Extension
programs and services.  “It’s my
hope that the board will…fund it till
the next election,” he said.

According to Tuscola County
Controller/Administrator Mike
Hoagland, the board’s decision to cut
funding for the local extension office
in the near future is the result of
multi-year financial planning
designed to ward off serious revenue
shortfalls.

“There’s reason for concern, and if
I had to point out a major one, it’s the
wind (farm tax) revenue,” said
Hoagland, who explained the county
fully depends on the income generat-
ed by the relatively new source of
income.  However, he added, “What
(tax revenue) you get in year one, by
year 10, it’s 30 percent” of that
amount.

“We’re in our peak right now – our
general fund is picking up $950,000”
this year wind farm tax revenue,”
Hoagland said.  “But by the year
2019, we’re projecting the gap – if
nothing is done – will be somewhere
around $900,000 between general
fund revenues and general fund
expenditures.  Other than wind, our
tax base is not growing; it’s flat.  You
see it in the (shrinking) population,
the school enrollments.”

As a result, Hoagland said commis-
sioners are being forced to look at
cutting services that are not mandat-
ed – the county’s MSU Extension
office included — no matter how
valuable they may be.
“No question – 4-H is a tremendous

program,” he said, “but we have to
manage the county effectively, and it
isn’t easy these days.”

Towards that end, county officials
sought and received voter support to
fund veterans services in an election
early this year.  Officials are also
focusing on cutting labor costs
through attrition, and looking at
ways to consolidate services with
neighboring counties.

“We’ve done a lot of that, but it’s
called survival now,” Hoagland said.
“We’re trying to be fair, logical, rea-
sonable, and make it all work.”

Jackie Garner, who serves as
Tuscola County 4-H Council presi-
dent as well as treasurer of the coun-
ty fair board, was among the crowd
of extension and 4-H program sup-
porters in attendance at the recent
county board meeting.  She told
commissioners that their investment
in 4-H adds up to about 33 cents per
4-Her when taking into account the
investment involved ($140,000
annually) and the estimated 8,500
volunteer hours provided to the kids
involved the program.

“It (4-H) serves 500 kids and it
could serve a lot more,” Garner said.
“It costs 33 cents a child to keep kids
on the straight and narrow.  It’s a
pretty good deal.”

And it’s a good investment, accord-
ing Garner, who pointed out local 4-
H programs create and nurtures lead-
ership, self-confidence and commu-
nity involvement among youth,
helps to keep them busy with posi-
tive activities, and encourages them
to give back locally.

“The county’s biggest problem is,
everybody’s packing up and going
somewhere else,” she said, adding
should the county’s extension office
close, kids will pursue their interest
in 4-H in other counties.
“We lost Big Brothers Big Sisters in

Tuscola County,” Garner said.  You
get rid of 4-H, and that’s the only
mentoring program we’ve got left.”

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Your #1 Fans. . .
Auto-Owners Insurance and your local independent agency 

have been a winning combination since 1916. We’ll work with 
you to insure your home, auto, business and life and keep 

everything you value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Call or visit us today!
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THE FORMER St. Agatha Catholic Church, which

marked its 135th anniversary last summer, has

been an integral part of the history surrounding

the village of Gagetown.  The church is now part of

the new Our Lady Consolata Parish, but no longer

hosts regularly scheduled masses. 

Continued from page one.

Sign dedication set in Gagetown

Church in Tuscola County.
In 1882, the Pontiac, Oxford and Northern Railroad reached Gagetown,

carrying daily mail and passengers.  The village incorporated that same year,
electing Father Krebs as its first president.  Residents elected to the first
town council included John Williams, Joseph Gage, Eliphatel Robertson,
John Wilson, George Perkins and Louis Lenhard. 
The church sign erected by the Friends of St. Agatha Historical Committee

notes the dates for St. Agatha Church (100 years — 1914-2014) and St.
Agatha Parish (135 years — 1879-2014), and lists all of those who donated
towards its purchase, including many whose families have been associated
with the church for decades.

CHURCH HISTORY

According to recently updated history entitled, “Saint Agatha Catholic
Church, 1979-2014, Our Cathedral in the Cornfield”, revised by Anne
Lenhard, Father Krebs’ appointment as the first resident priest of Tuscola
County June 21, 1879, came just two weeks after his ordination, giving him
“charge of ‘the Mission of Gagetown, Tuscola County, embracing the town-
ships of Sebewaing, Brookfield, Grant and Sheridan in Huron County, and
all the Catholics of Tuscola County’,” the historical account states.  “Thus
Father Krebs, like Father Roche of Port Austin, was often called the ‘Apostle
of the Thumb’.”
The demand for a resident priest was long in coming, as the late 1860s and

early 1870s saw a large influx of many Canadian families of Irish, French,
German and Scottish ancestry arriving in the Thumb, many attracted to a
growing lumber industry and the low cost of land holdings.

On Jan. 6, 1880, Bishop Casper H. Borgess paid $200 to Joseph and Helen
Gage for several lots in Gagetown, where the county’s first Catholic church
— a frame building 30 feet by 30 feet with seating for about 300 people —
was constructed.

“There were about 40 Catholic families in the immediate neighborhood of
Gagetown when he (Father Krebs) began his pastorate here, but the territo-
ry of which he had charge comprised many more families,” the history book
states.

“It took a man of Father Krebs’ physical strength and spiritual courage to
face the task of ministering to the people of so large and difficult a territory.
He also undertook the responsibility of serving as the first village president
of Gagetown.”

Bishop Borgess dedicated the church in honor of St. Agatha in October
1881, and a parsonage was erected at about the same time.  In 1886, under
the guidance and support of Father Krebs, the first St. Agatha School was
built, marking the beginning of an 82-year existence in Gagetown.

The original church building was expanded in 1893, and seven years later
Father Krebs was given permission to take an extended vacation.  An
appointment to Utica Junction Mission and the chaplaincy of SS. Peter and
Paul Cathedra Convent in Detroit rounded out his long career in the priest-
hood.

The Rev. Father Michael J. Crowley succeeded Father Krebs in July 1900.
The mission of Cass City grew under his leadership, with the establishment
of Church of St. Pancratius.
Four years later, the Rev. Patrick J. Dwan, builder of the present St. Agatha

Church, was appointed to serve the Gagetown church.  Born in Tipperary
Ireland, he came to this country at the age of 15.  He was ordained after
studying at Notre Dame University and St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore.

During his 16-year tenure, it fell to him to complete construction of St.
Pancratius in Cass City as well as build a new church for the rapidly grow-
ing parish of Gagetown.  The actual construction began in 1914 and was
interrupted several times due to a lack of funds and materials stemming from
World War I.

It was estimated the building could cost $30,000, but the final figure was
closer to $45,000, and the stained glass windows and the south tower
remained incomplete.  It wasn’t until July 1915 that the cornerstone was laid
by Bishop Edward D. Kelly, D.D., the auxiliary bishop of Detroit.  It would
take two more years before the church was ready for occupancy.
Over the years, St. Agatha was served by nearly three dozen leaders — pas-

tors, pastoral administrators and sacramental ministers.  
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Michigan veterans group recognizes
Baker College as vet-friendly school

Baker College has earned the gold-
level status as a veteran-friendly
school through a program created by
the Michigan Veterans Affairs
Agency (MVAA).

The Veteran-Friendly School
Program recognizes institutions of

higher learning for their dedication
to student veterans and dependents,
and awards gold-, silver- and bronze-
level statuses to institutions based on
their veteran-centric services.

“These rankings make it simple for
veterans and their dependents to
identify schools throughout
Michigan that are committed to sup-
porting them and helping them suc-
ceed,” said MVAA Director Jeff
Barnes. “Through the Veteran-
Friendly School Program, veterans
will know exactly what services are
available to them when they walk
onto campus, so they never have to
feel alone.”
Baker College earned the gold-level

status based on the following servic-
es it offers:

*On-campus veteran’s coordinator

and staffed veterans center.
*Established process for the identi-

fication of current student veterans.
*Evaluation and awarding of credit

for military training and experience.
*Veteran-specific website/portal – 

www.baker.edu/admissions/military-
friendly/

*Monitoring and evaluation of stu-
dent veteran academic retention,
completion and graduation rates; and

*Monitoring and evaluation of stu-
dent veteran job placement rates.

“The career success of our coun-
try’s military members, veterans and
family members is important to us,”
said Christy Brasfield, Baker
College military education officer.
“To stay current on veteran- and mil-
itary-related issues, our admissions
advisors participate in weekly train-
ing sessions and the veteran certify-
ing officials from each Baker
College campus throughout
Michigan meet quarterly.

“Our staff is prepared to work with
each active and veteran military
member and family member on a
case-by-case basis to determine the
best way for that person to earn the
quality, higher education degree
needed to enter or advance in their
career of choice,” she added.

Brasfield also said that faculty and
other students benefit by association
with student veterans in the class-
room who “bring maturity, diversity,
leadership and life experiences into
the classroom.”
Baker College is also an institution-

al partner in the MI Veteran
Education Initiative. The program
provides one-on-one support for vet-
erans enrolling in Michigan schools
with outreach services, support and
information. Organizers estimate
30,000 to 50,000 veterans will move
to Michigan in the next five years.

MABA urges
farm workers
to be aware of
grain bin risks

With harvest season approaching,
Michigan Agri-Business Association
(MABA) officials are once again
reminding farmers and grain han-
dlers across Michigan to take proac-
tive steps to prevent deadly grain
accidents.
Suffocation in grain bins, or engulf-

ment, is an all-too-common occur-
rence that’s often caused by entering
grain bins that have hardened at the
top, or “walking down the grain”
without proper safety equipment and
trained observers on hand. Flowing
grain can engulf a worker in just a
few seconds and, tragically, about
half of grain engulfment situations
result in death.

“Grain engulfment is entirely pre-
ventable, and as an industry we need
to constantly remind ourselves to be
safe around grain,” said MABA
President Jim Byrum. “Working in a
grain bin is never a time to rush.
We’re reminding everyone to take
time for planning, work with some-
one else in the bin, and always use a
safety harness. Taking time to plan
ahead, train workers and develop a
response plan can and will save
lives.”

According to Purdue University
researchers led by Dr. Bill Field,
who tracks grain bin entrapment, at
least 38 such incidents were record-
ed nationwide in 2014. Even in a
good year with lower grain moisture
content, grain will inevitably harden
in bins. Farmers should be proactive
in protecting grain quality and be
especially cautious when quality
begins to decline.

The Purdue study also highlights
other hazards associated with con-
fined agricultural spaces, including
falls, fire and equipment accidents,
emphasizing the need to follow safe-
ty procedures when operating around
grain bins.

The MABA promotes these best
management practices when han-
dling grain:

*Stay out of grain bins if at all pos-
sible.

*Never enter a grain bin alone, and
always have a trained spotter outside
the bin who monitors what is going
on inside the structure.

*Never enter a bin without proper
training.

*Use an oxygen meter to test air
quality and oxygen availability
before entering bins.

*Follow proper entry permit
requirements, including using a har-
ness and lifeline.

*Before entering, shut down all
powered grain moving equipment
and follow lockout/tag procedures.

*Secure a lifeline to anyone work-
ing in a grain bin.

*Always be prepared and know
how to contact rescue-trained per-
sonnel.
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Nicholas P. Bliss
Financial Advisor

6815 E. Cass City Rd., P.O. Box 38
Cass City, MI 48726

nbliss@woodburyfinancial.net

Cell: (989) 551-7171
Securities and advisory services offered through

Woodbury Financial Services, Inc., member FINRA/SIPC
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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SUNFLOWERS ARE a harbinger of approaching cooler weather and fall col-

ors, and they’re blooming everywhere in the Thumb this time of year.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City

County recycling center
gearing up for hazardous
waste collection Sept. 12

The Tuscola County Recycling Center in Caro will be hosting a fall haz-
ardous waste and latex paint collection Saturday, Sept. 12, starting at 9 a.m.
Residents must make an appointment to participate in this collection.
“Now is the time to clean out the unwanted hazardous wastes you may have

in your house, garage or barn,” said Tuscola County Recycling Coordinator
Mike Miller, who defined hazardous waste as any product that is toxic, flam-
mable, caustic or chemically active.

“Key words to look for are ‘danger’, ‘poison’, ‘warning’ or ‘caution’,”
Miller said.  “These are items that should never be poured down drains, onto
the ground or put into the waste stream.  Some examples include oil-based
paints, stains, home repair products, cleaners, contaminated oil, pesticides,
herbicides and mercury-containing items.
Miller noted that water-based paint will also be accepted during the upcom-

ing collection, which is free of charge to all Tuscola County residents.
“We encourage you to take part in this environmentally friendly program,”

he added.  “Reducing the amount of hazardous waste you have starts with
limiting the amount that you buy.  Instead, look for items that are environ-
mentally friendly.”

For more information or to make an appointment, call the center at (989)
672-1673.  Residents are also encouraged to email the center at
recycle@tuscolacounty.org and check out the website,
www.tuscolacounty.org/recycling.

Donald Smith 

Donald Jack Smith, 78, of Decker,
died Monday, August 31, 2015 in his
home.  Don had been ill and in the
hospital for the past 5 months with
chronic pneumonia and congestive
heart failure.  He fought vigilantly
and long enough to be able to go
home to the house he was born in,
where he died peacefully with his
loving and devoted wife by his side.  

He was born December 2, 1936 on
the Smith family farm, the youngest
of four sons born to Glenn Harmon
and Ruth Wightman (Durfee) Smith.
Don lived and worked this farm his
entire life.  

He married Janice Laura Dunlap
November 12, 1955 in Deford.
They would have celebrated their
60th wedding anniversary this year.
Don attended Leslie School through

the 8th grade, leaving to work on the
family dairy farm.  Don and Janice
raised their family on the farm in
Decker.  He worked for Active
Industries, then Guerdon Industries
for a few years to help support his
family.  Don loved farming.  He was
a dedicated farmer and never shied
away from work, whether at home or
helping neighbors and friends.  He
loved his John Deere “toys” and
loved his large family.  Don often
attended his grandchildren and great-
grandchildren’s sporting events.  He
enjoyed working in his yard and
loved his annual fishing trips with
his sons.  Don had a wonderful sense
of humor that always made everyone
smile.  He will be truly missed by
family and friends.    
Don is survived by his wife, Janice;

children:  Randall (Jacquelyn) Smith
of Decker, Deborah (Raymond)
Buerkle, Jr.  of Sandusky, Sally
(Jeffrey) Moore of Cass City, Julie
(Robert) Schroder of Boise, ID,
Donald (Marcy) Smith, Jr., of
Chelsea; grandchildren:  Monica
(Kevin) Rushlo, Randy (Heidi)
Smith II, Dan Smith, Liza (Ken)
Periso, Jessica Smith, Josh (Megan
Walker) Smith, Josette (Josh) Horst,
Austin Buerkle, Laura (Jason)
Gaeth, Scott (Mandi) Moore, Sam
(Kelly) Moore, Ella Schroder, Claire
Schroder, Jack Smith, Emma Smith,
Aleya Smith; 19 great-grandchil-
dren; brother, Wayne (Joyce) Smith
of Lewiston, ID; sisters-in-law:
Bonnie Smith of Decker, Yvonne
Roe of Sandusky; several nieces and
nephews; step nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his
great-granddaughter, Alexis Smith;
brothers:  Lawrence Smith and Dean
Smith.  

Funeral service were held
September 3 in Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City with the Rev.
Jackie Roe of Cass City United
Methodist Church officiating.  

Interment will be in Elkland

Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for
Mr. Smith will be his grandsons:
Randy Smith II, Dan Smith, Josh
Smith, Austin Buerkle, Scott Moore,
Sam Moore and Jack Smith.  

Memorials may be made to
American Cancer Society.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Lana Puterbaugh

Lana Jean Puterbaugh, 60, of
Snover, died Friday, September 4,
2015 in her home with her family by
her side.  

She was born July 2, 1955 in Cass
City to Ryerson and Dorothy (Pallas)
Puterbaugh.  

Lana graduated from Cass City
High School in 1973.  She attended
Delta College for a short time, study-
ing photography.  Lana worked on
the family dairy farm for many
years.  She was also an Independent
Consultant for Tupperware for many
years.  She was a member of
Shabbona Community of Christ
Church for most of her life.  Lana
enjoyed sewing, crocheting, taking
pictures and playing cards, especial-
ly Euchre and Canasta, and felt if
there were four people in the room
they should be playing cards.  Lana

loved working in her flower and veg-
etable gardens.  She enjoyed the can-
ning and baking that went along with
the harvest.  Lana volunteered as a 4-
H leader when Klyn was a child.
She was caregiver to her parents in
their final years.  Lana knew many
people and had many friends, she
will be dearly missed.

Lana is survived by her daughter
and son-in-law, Klyn and John
Fowler of Snover; brother, Larry
Puterbaugh of Snover; sister, June
(Duane) Samons of Snover; sisters-
in-law:  Nancy Peuterbaugh of
Shelby Township, Patricia Peters of
Emmett; nieces and nephews:  Kurt
(Cari) Puterbaugh of Snover, Ashley
(Antoin) Akl of Watertown, MA,
Renee (Jeremy) Bolsby of Snover,
Jason (Lisa) Samons of Snover,
Jessica (Brian) Doran of Howell,
Andy (Kristen) Cherniawski of
Snover, Candice (D.J.) Muska of
Gagetown; great nephews: Caden,
Westin, Cole, Casen; many half
nieces and nephews; great and great
great nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by a
nephew, Brian Puterbaugh; parents,
Ryerson and Dorothy Puterbaugh;
half brothers:  Chester (Mildred)
Peuterbaugh, Bruce Peuterbaugh,
and Harold Peters.
A funeral service was held Tuesday,

September 8 in Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City with Pastor Judy
Doerr and Pastor Karen Bouverette
officiating.     

Interment will be in Evergreen
Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for
Lana:  John Fowler, Jason Samons,
Andy Cherniawski, Kurt
Puterbaugh, Timmy Puterbaugh,
Duane Samons.  

Memorials may be made to the
Family Discretionary Fund.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.


