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EARL AND BECKY McKee of Cass City are

organizing the first-ever Fore Kylie Charity Golf

Tournament next month at Rolling Hills Golf

Course in an effort to raise money for the Juvenile

Diabetes Research Foundation.  The McKee’s

daughter, Kylie, 7, was diagnosed with Type 1 dia-

betes when she was four.  She is pictured above

with her twin sister, Brianna (top photo, in front)

and at a diabetes fundraiser last year in Bay City.

Fore Kylie
Cass City couple whose seven-year-old daughter has diabetes
is organizing a golf outing, auction to boost research efforts

DAVID BOOTS (above)

portrayed Civil War sol-

dier Milo Warner during

last year’s Elkland

Township Cemetery

Walk, while Eric Brown

(left) played Dr. E.L.

Morris. Tickets for this

year’s event will go on

sale Monday, Aug. 24.

200 available for Sept. 27 event

Tickets for the 2015 Elkland Township
Cemetery Walk go on sale next month

Time capsule project in the works in village
by Anna Bagnall

Staff Writer

As Cass City marks 150 years of
existence, one group of people in
town is looking to preserve the histo-
ry for generations to come.

The Cass City 150th Anniversary
Time Capsule Committee has decid-
ed to create a time capsule, and
everyone in town is encouraged to

include a piece of their own history.
“We’re hoping that people will put

in different things from businesses,
from the church community, from
the people in general that shows the
history of their family,” explained
Nancy Barrios, a member of the
committee. 

“There are a lot of everyday people
who raised their families in the area
and contributed to the growth and

development of the community in
one way or another,” she said. “We
would like to have people put in
information about their family histo-
ry from when they came to Cass City
and what they were involved in, so
when they open it in 50 years they’ll
have a better idea of what Cass City
was like in 2015.”

Cass City Village Manager Peter

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Organizers of the Elkland Township
Cemetery Walk are again inviting
area residents to take a trip back in
time this fall to “meet” several of
Cass City’s notable citizens.

Preparations are well underway for
the third annual event, and officials
are encouraging those planning to
attend to purchase their tickets early
— the tours sold out quickly for both
of the previous cemetery walks and
are expected to this year as well, in
spite of plans to again expand atten-
dance at the popular event.  In all,
200 tickets will be up for grabs, an
increase of 50 over 2014.

Ticket prices for the cemetery walk
have been increased from $7 to $10
and go on sale Monday, Aug. 24, at
Rawson Memorial District Library.
There will be no early sales, and
tickets will not be available at the
event.

“I’ve had people calling me.  In
March people were asking me when
tickets were going to be available,”
said Rawson Memorial District
Library Director Kate Van Auken,
who is again spearheading organiza-
tion of the local cemetery walk along
with Katie Jackson, Doris Jones and
Jim Ware.  Also playing a key role
each year have been Elkland
Township Cemetery Sexton Steve
Wright and his crew, who have fully
supported the project.

The 2015 Elkland Township
Cemetery Walk has been scheduled
for Sunday, Sept. 27, with a rain date
of Sunday, Oct. 4.
Four tour groups will simultaneous-

ly take the tour at 2 p.m., with anoth-
er four groups scheduled for 4 p.m.
Each tour will include wagon trans-
portation for those unable to physi-
cally walk the tour route. 

Organizers began planning this
year’s event in January.  The work
includes selecting past citizens to
feature during the walk, as well as
research, writing scripts, and

approaching area residents willing to
serve as actors.

For those unfamiliar with a ceme-

Please turn to page 6.

Freak tire explosion leaves
Thumb man critically hurt 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Huron County man was critically
injured last week in a freak accident
involving an exploding tire at a
Bingham Township farm.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Snover man suffered injuries
when he lost control of the ATV
vehicle he was operating early
Saturday morning in Sanilac
County’s Austin Township.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department Lt. Charlene
Washkevich said the incident, report-
ed just before 8:30 a.m., occurred on
Cumber Road near Frieburger Road.

“According to deputies, a 2012
Honda Rincon four-wheel being

Please turn to page 8.

Snover man injured in
ATV mishap Saturday

According to Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson, the incident was
reported Monday shortly before
noon.

“Our office was dispatched to a
farm work shed at 2585 Bad Axe
Rd….which was the scene of a
believed semi-trailer maintenance
accident,” Hanson said.
“Apparently, farm workers there
heard an explosion noise come from
the shed.  When they went to see
what the noise was, they found fel-
low co-worker Kenneth J. Meldrum,
age 47, of Bad Axe, underneath a
work bench, as if he had been thrown
there.
“It appeared as if he may have been

airing up a trailer tire and the rim
exploded and separated, impacting
with him.  It threw him nearly 14
feet, where he came to rest under the
work bench,” Hanson said.  “It was
believed the tire and rim were then
stopped by that work bench.”

The accident rendered Meldrum
unconscious.  A Bingham

Residents invited
to join emergency
responders for a
“night out” event

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kylie McKee may appear to be a
typical seven-year-old — full of life
with energy to burn – but the Cass
City girl lives with a potentially life-
threatening disease.

McKee, the daughter of Earl and
Becky McKee, was diagnosed with
Type 1 diabetes at the age of four.

The McKees noticed some trou-
bling health issues with Kylie early
on and were quick to seek medical
attention, enabling them to begin the
challenging task of managing their
daughter’s diabetes.  However, they
have hope that researchers will soon
find a cure for the disease, enabling
Kylie and thousands of other
Michigan youngsters and adults to
live normal lives without depend-
ence on insulin.

Towards that end, the McKee fami-
ly has organized a golf fundraiser to
generate money for the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation
(JDRF).

The first-ever Fore Kylie Charity
Golf Tournament is slated for
Sunday, Aug. 9, at Rolling Hills Golf
Course in Cass City.  A shotgun tee
will kick off the event at 10 a.m.
The cost is $65 per person and $260

for a foursome.  Hole sponsorships
are being offered for $100.
Admission is $30 for those who wish
to attend the meal only.  The fee to
participate in the tournament
includes 18 holes with a cart, hot
dogs at the turn, a 50/50 raffle, silent
auction, hole contests, steak dinner
and more.

Residents are encouraged to regis-
ter early due to space limitations. To
register and/or donate an item for the
auction, contact Earl McKee at (989)
977-1475.
All proceeds from the event will go

to the JDRF, the leading global
organization focused on Type 1 dia-
betes research.  The goal of the orga-
nization’s research is to discover,
develop and deliver advances that
will ultimately eliminate the disease.

Type 1 diabetes, also known as
insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus
– IDDM – occurs when the pancreas
does not make enough insulin
because the cells that produce insulin
have been destroyed by the immune
system.  Without insulin, sugar is not
able to move into cells, resulting in
sugar remaining in the blood and
leading to hyperglycemia (high
blood sugar).

People with diabetes are at risk for
a myriad of related, seriously health

problems affecting their eyes, kid-
neys, heart, brain, feet and nerves,
which is why a healthy lifestyle and
tight management of blood sugar
levels are vital.

Type 1 diabetes is the most com-
mon type of diabetes found in chil-
dren and young adults. In 2011, an
estimated 10 percent of Michigan
adults 18 years and older had been
diagnosed with diabetes – about
758,300 people.  An additional
250,200 Michigan residents are
thought to have the disease but are
currently undiagnosed.

According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), the prevalence of diabetes
among Michigan adults increased by
40 percent between 2001 and 2010.

FIRST SYMPTOMS

The McKees, who have three other
children – Kylie’s twin, Brianna,
Alexa, 16, and Ayden, 12 – recalled
excessive thirst and urination were
the first signs that something was
wrong with Kylie.  When she
downed three drinks at McDonald’s
and then couldn’t make it home in
time to go to the bathroom, Becky –
a registered nurse who works for a

Please turn to page 8.Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

First responders throughout Tuscola
County are gearing up to participate
in a national program designed to
link communities with the emer-
gency response personnel that serve
them.
All area residents have been invited

to attend the inaugural Tuscola
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Kinsley Swiastyn

Corbin and Allison Swiastyn of
Manistee, announce the birth of their
daughter, Kinsley Grace Swiastyn.  

Kinsley was born at 11:56 a.m. on
Thursday, July 9, 2015, at West
Shore Medical Center in Manistee.
Kinsley weighed 8 pounds, 1 ounce
and was 20 inches long.  

Grandparents are Louie and
Rochelle Sabo of Marlette and Walt
and Kaye Swiastyn of Gagetown.  

Kinsley’s great-grandparents are
Eleanor and Gil Krueger of Caro and
Jack and Bonnie Brinkman of Cass
City. 
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Cristiano, who also serves on the
committee, added, “You talk to peo-
ple who are third to fifth generation
in the town, and you get a tremen-
dous idea of what this town was like
in the past.

“The time capsule is a lot of info
captured from today for 50 years
from now,” he said.  “It’s important
for people who are here currently to
know how much history has hap-
pened in this community. It’s a cele-
bration of how our village is still
strong, very vibrant, and the people
have a lot to look forward to.”
People interested in entering a piece

in the time capsule should try to limit
their item to an 8 ½-inch by 11-inch
piece of paper, due to restricted
space in the capsule. However, if
someone has a larger object they
really believe should be included,
they are encouraged to contact a
member of the committee. 

Additionally, there will be a guest
book that can be signed by each Cass
City citizen which will be placed in
the capsule.  Local banks, the post
office, the municipal building, and
the library will have guest books,
and all of those will be bound into
one big book.

“The time capsule itself is going to
be limited in size, but we haven’t
built it yet so we can accommodate
(the submissions),” said committee
member David Marr. “We’re having
a local person, Dan Weiss, build and
donate the box, and the box will be
built out of Cass City black walnut
that came when we had to cut down
an old black walnut tree for the milk
plant.”
Entries are due by Friday, Oct. 2, on

homecoming, and there will be a
small ceremony prior to the village
council meeting slated for Monday,
Oct. 26, at 6 p.m. at the municipal
building. There will be light refresh-
ments, a few remarks, and the cap-
sule will be locked and placed in the
vault, where it will stay until the vil-
lage’s 200th anniversary.

“I hope people get an appreciation
for what the people here did,”
Barrios said. “One of the things we’ll
be putting in is a copy of the centen-
nial book (a book written at the cen-
tennial celebration that chronicled
the history of the town to that date),
and it will be a way for people to
compare the development, what
things were like and how they
improved, even today from the 60s.
It’s living history.”

“I hope that they’ll get a sense of
pride, a sense of history out of what
we do now, what we’re trying to do
now in the community,” Marr
agreed. “We’re hoping that some of
the businesses will really step up and
showcase what they’re doing.”
Those who would like to be includ-

ed in the time capsule are encour-
aged to call the Cass City Municipal
Building at (989) 872-2911.

Continued from page one.

Time capsule 
project in the
works in town

Cass City Chronicle
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

I have an opinion about that

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The dog days of summer are upon us, prompting many
to take a dip in order to cool off and enjoy time with
friends and family, whether it’s at a Lake Huron beach or
in your own back yard.

Have a good time, but please take a few moments to
consider every precaution that could make the difference
between a great summer memory and a life-changing
tragedy.

Trooper Mark Swales, the community service trooper
at the Michigan State Police post in Caro, is reminding
all area residents of the dangers related to drowning –
the nation’s fifth leading cause of accidental death for
all ages and the second leading cause of unintentional
injury among children ages one to 14.

In fact, nearly 350 youngsters ages five and under
drown in residential swimming pools each year, accord-
ing to the Consumer Product Safety Commission
(CPSC), and an estimated 3,600 children go the emer-
gency room after near-drowning accidents each year.

“Kids drown quickly and quietly,” said former
Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)
Director Janet Olszewski.  “A drowning child cannot cry
or shout for help.  If a child is missing, always check the
pool first – there’s no time to spare.”

Even a near-drowning incident can have lifelong con-
sequences.  Kids who survive near-drowning may suffer
brain damage — after four to six minutes under water,
the damage is usually irreversible.

Water safety experts say that the most important pre-
caution is active supervision.  Although a majority of
parents say they supervise their children while swim-
ming, many acknowledge they engage in other distract-
ing activities at the same time – checking email, talking,
eating, reading or taking care of other children.

Education is another key to safety, according to Swales.
“To reduce the risk of drowning, it is important for par-
ents to teach children proper water safety at a young
age,” he said.

And, it goes without saying that certain activities –
drinking, for example – don’t mix with swimming, diving
or boating.  According to the U.S. Coast Guard, in 2012,
alcohol was the leading factor in water-related deaths,
while operator inattention was the leading factor in
water-related injuries.

Swales encourages area residents to keep in mind these
additional safety tips:

*Only swim in areas supervised by a lifeguard or adult.
*Stay within designated swimming areas.  Don’t swim

near piers, pilings, platforms, docks, fishermen or teth-
ered boats.

*Never swim alone, and don’t swim too far from shore.
*Heed warning flags at public beaches.  A red flag

means conditions are hazardous and you should not
swim.

*Children or inexperienced swimmers should wear a
U.S. Coast Guard-approved flotation device (PFD).

*Pay attention to local weather conditions and fore-
casts.  Stop swimming at the first indication of bad
weather.

*Always enter the water feet-first.  Never dive head-
first into the water, especially in areas you’re not famil-
iar with.

*Beware of rip currents and undertow.  If caught in a
rip current, swim parallel to the beach until you are out
of the current, then swim to shore.

*Never leave a child alone near a pool – not even for a
minute to answer the phone or doorbell.

*Designate a responsible adult to watch the pool as the
lifeguard.

*After swimming, remove all toys from the water and
deck to avoid attracting young children into the pool
unsupervised.

*Keep a phone and lifesaving equipment – a pole, rope
and personal flotation devices – near the pool.

*Enclose the pool completely with a self-locking, self-
enclosing fence with vertical bars.

*Never leave furniture near the fence that would enable
a child to climb over the fence and into the pool.

Remember, play it safe out there.  After all, you can’t
put a value on an ounce of prevention when it can save a
life.

What’s the takeaway? All those Facebook Likes are
making us act drunk and mean, not to mention faceless,
which is ironic. (But that’s just my opinion.)

We all possess ideas, perspectives, beliefs, viewpoints
and opinions. That won’t change. And it’s safe and logi-
cal to say we all believe our opinion to be the astute, intel-
ligent and correct one. That’s okay. 

Disrespecting others is not. It has, however, become the
norm – or at the very least commonplace.
Call me naïve or behind the times or even a wooly mam-

moth, but that makes me sad. Because in addition to opin-
ions, we all have feelings. And words – whether spoken
or on a screen – can hurt. If you were here, I’d tell you
that to your face and we could talk about it, the old-fash-
ioned way, maybe even over Sunday dinner. 

Wouldn’t that be nice?

*Wilcox, K. and Stephen A.T. Are Close Friends the
Enemy? Online Social Networks, Self-Esteem, and Self-
Control Journal of Consumer Research (2013)
—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. Don’t miss a slice; fol-
low the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 
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Since the dawn of time, people have had opinions on
everything from politics to the best way to make fire to
whether a club or spear is better for hunting the wooly
mammoth. 

Mostly politics.
While people have always had opinions, they weren’t

inclined to share them with just anyone or everyone.
Uncle Jim and Grandma Betty may have wrestled
(loudly) with various issues over Sunday dinner, but in
general people reserved their opinions for friends and
family. A person wouldn’t shout their political inclina-
tions from a rooftop or take out a billboard proclaiming
viewpoints differing from theirs were dumber than a
wooly mammoth and embraced only by idiots.

Going public with negativity like that would be out of
line. It wouldn’t be prudent. Or nice. 

Times change. While people continue to form opin-
ions, they aren’t afraid to share. But not face to face
over Sunday dinner. That sort of thing is nearly extinct.
People who might not get in your face with their politi-
cal (or other) rants in person are more than glad to do so
online. 
Social media. I love it. It’s a great way to stay in touch

and know who’s on vacation when and where. But it’s
also become a place to share one’s opinion on parent-
ing, prayer, politics, health care, the Kardashians, the
economy and terrorists. Most especially the
Kardashians. And politics. Some things never change.

If you read through a thread or two, you’ll note hard-
ly anyone articulates middle of the road, milk toast
opinions. Most people express strong thoughts for or
against whatever it is they’re taking issue with, and they
don’t hesitate to voice them – as long as it can be done
from behind the screen of a smartphone, tablet or com-
puter. I’ve witnessed more thrashing, trashing and bash-
ing in the last year than probably the rest of my cumu-
lative life, and I was born before the Internet was
invented, so that’s a long time.

Spouting one’s opinions while name-calling and
indulging in a profanity or two is no longer seen as out
of line or rash. It’s run of the mill and it’s caused me to
form an opinion of my own. 

The Internet is making us mean.
I’m not alone in my thinking. *One research study

found that social network use momentarily enhances
self-esteem (“I got 64 likes in half an hour! I’m trend-
ing!”), which reduces self-control, making us more
likely to lash out strongly toward people who don’t
share our opinions. One of the researchers said this
reduction in self-control is similar to behavior displayed
by people who are inebriated. Imagine the result if
someone who was actually tipsy decided to explore
social media. The lashing out effect could be multiplied. 

It’s a good thing no one goes on Facebook after drink-
ing a couple cocktails.

Please play it safe
in the water, folks
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I’ve mixed these 2 up before; these being the words
diameter and circumference. 

In last week’s Rabbit Tracks, I wrote that deBeaubien
Lawn Service (see letters to the editor starting on this
page) discovered an unexploded firework that “appeared
about 8” in diameter” behind the high school.

What I should have written is that the explosive in the
photo I was shown looked to be about the size of an 8”
oblong circle, which would be the explosive’s circumfer-
ence.
My apologies to anyone affected by my being a dim-wit. 

**********

On the other hand, I was pleased, as a newspaper man,
that the Chronicle’s Rabbit Tracks blurb created an uproar
(again see letters to the editor starting on this page) on the
social media networks. 
While no pleasure was taken from hurt feelings between

community members, I do feel pretty good that reports in
the Chronicle were able create a flow of dialog on the
subject, which is one function of any news agency.

As the Chronicle’s former publisher – my dad, John
Haire - always told me: “It’s when people stop comment-
ing on what you write, that’s when you should start to
worry.”

**********

With college just around the bend for many, here are
some facts provided by the College Board’s “Annual
Survey of Colleges 2014.”
Average cost for tuition, room and board, and other fees

for the 2014-2015 school year average $31,231 at private
schools, while the average cost to attend a public univer-
sity was $9,139 for state residents and $22,959 for out-of-
state residents.

That lots of cash for sure, but a graduate with a bache-
lor’s degree will earn $1.19 million more that the typical
high school grad over the course of their careers.

**********

Mark your calendars. Noah’s Ark Park and The Farver
Road Baptist Church are having another free food distri-
bution Saturday, Aug. 1st starting at noon, 2 miles south
west of the intersection of Sebewaing and Elkton Roads
at 4330 Farver Road.

For more details call Pastor Duane Plonta at 989-315-
8043.

**********

No complaints here.
The federal duck stamp, required annually for all migra-

tory waterfowl hunters age 16 and older, costs $27.50 via
E-license, the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (DNR) online hunting, fishing, ORV and
snowmobile license sales system.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service increased the price
of the duck stamp this year, the first price increase in 20
years, with plans to increase its focus on the conservation
of wetlands with the additional funds.

As with all other non-kill-tag items purchased through
E-License, those who buy the duck stamp online will
receive the item as a PDF attached to an e-mail.
Customers can save the PDF to their mobile device for
display or size and print it for carrying afield.

Unlike other DNR items, the electronic Federal Duck
Stamp is considered temporary and will be legal to hunt
with for up to 45 days from purchase, during which time
the customer will get a physical stamp in the mail from
Amplex, the stamp distributor.

Stamps that are lost in the mail or returned due to an
incorrect address will be replaced at no cost. Customers
who do not receive a stamp in the mail within 30 days of
purchase should call Amplex Customer Service at 1-800-
852-4897. Replacement stamps are not available for
those stamps that customers lose or damage. 
Duck stamps purchased in Michigan are valid for migra-

tory waterfowl hunting throughout the United States.
More information is available by visiting the website
www.fws.gov/duckstamps.

Report led to false
accusations in town

Things printed in last week’s Chronicle have precipi-
tated a letter from us in regards to the actual events of
July 8, 2015.

At approximately 10:25 a.m., our son, Mike, was
mowing around the back of the high school (a little his-
tory:  we have been mowing the schools for years. After
every fireworks display there is always paper debris in
the grass). On the 8th, Mike was mowing as usual,
when he drove over what was an undetonated firework,
which exploded. There was a loud bang, and a witness
stated he looked over and there was a 20-foot cloud of
smoke around Mike’s mower.
We did a police report about the event, and to stop any

panic in town, did not tell anyone except those neces-
sary to complete the investigation.

We inspected the deck on the mower, which has a
3/16-inch deck (not ¾ -inch as stated in Rabbit Tracks).
To be safe, we had the mower inspected by the dealer
and paid them for this service. We did not ask for any
monies from anyone to compensate us for this. Their
privacy policy does not allow them to give out that doc-
umentation to anyone other than the owner of the
machine.

We did talk to a school official, and with their aid,
were able to canvas the area for any more fireworks. A
small 2 1/2-inch round unexploded firework was found
in the grass that had been fired but never detonated in
the sky. It was removed by local officials. There was no
8-inch round ball found, as they don’t use any that large
in their show.
We talked to a Chamber member, who was skeptical of

our story, although the events were well documented
Please turn to page 8.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Justin R. Ruth, 28, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to charges of posses-
sion of marijuana, second offense,
and operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, second
offense, Feb. 28 in Mayville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Justin J. Weber, 34, Millington,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail and 60 months probation
following his plea of no contest to
arson, second degree, Aug. 29 in
Arbela Township.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,258 plus
restitution of $1,000.

*Inmate Andrew J. Wonnacott, 27,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
counterfeiting coins - possession of
five or more between April 23 and
May 23, 2014, in Caro, and to two
counts of counterfeiting coins – pos-
session of five or more between
April 24 and May 14, 2014, in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued and the

defendant was remanded to the cus-
tody of the Michigan Department of
Corrections (MDOC).  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Tracy D. Jackson, 44, Akron,
pleaded guilty to a charge of assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer May 14 in Caro.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A per-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Evelyn L. Taylor, 31, Caro, plead-
ed guilty to charges of attempted
child abuse, second degree; two
counts of child abuse, second degree;
and one count of child abuse, third
degree, committed in the presence of
another child between September
2013 and January 2015 in Almer
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jessica Saenz, 33, Unionville,
pleaded guilty to escape from jail
April 20 in Caro while serving a sen-
tence for a misdemeanor conviction.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$3,000 and the defendant was

remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*David E. Green, 47, Saint Clair
Shores, was sentenced to 19 months
to 10 years in prison following his
plea of no contest to domestic vio-
lence, third offense, Feb. 21 in Wells
Township.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $858 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Lorenzo L. Reynero, 32, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with work release and
worksite privileges, following his
plea of no contest to a charge of
assault by strangulation Feb. 21 in
Indianfields Township.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,150 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Peter L. Rolston, 36, Ubly, was
sentenced to 120 days in jail, with
work release and worksite privi-
leges, following his plea of guilty to
operating a motor while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
March 9 in Caro.

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,258 plus restitu-
tion of $120 and attorneys fees of
$500.
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Sanilac Co. deputies working to
track down hit-and-run helicopter

by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies responded to an
unusual incident involving a helicopter landing in front
of a manufacturing business in the county last week.

Few details were available, but Undersheriff Brad Roff
said the incident was reported shortly after 1 p.m. last
Wednesday at a business in the 1000 block of West
Sanilac Road.

“The caller reported that the helicopter took out some

power lines upon landing, and they (business) were with-
out power,” Roff added.
According to Lt. Charlene Washkevich, sheriff’s deputy

Ron DuBois and Sandusky Police Officer Matt Gezequel
responded to the scene and observed the helicopter on the
ground with the rotor spinning, but it quickly took off
and headed southeast.

The Moore Township Fire Department also responded
to the scene and awaited arrival of a Thumb Electric
Cooperative crew to repair the damaged power lines.

“There were no injuries in the accident and the case
remains under investigation,” Washkevich said.

Lighthouse break-in ends in
the arrest of six people Friday

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
arrested a half-dozen suspects after
investigation a reported break-in at
the Port Austin Reef Lighthouse over
the weekend.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson said the incident took place
early Friday night.

“Our office responded to a report
that individuals had gained entry to
the Port Austin Reef Lighthouse,
which is offshore of Port Austin over
two miles,” Hanson said.  “The sus-
pected intruders were on kayaks and
other personal watercraft, and appar-
ently one was able to partially climb
the lighthouse wall to get to the
secured entry ladder. Once on top, a
ladder was found and thrown down
for the others to use to get up the tall
structure.”

Deputies responding to the scene

used a borrowed personal watercraft
and the department’s Port Austin
patrol boat to reach the lighthouse.

“They confronted the suspects as
they were leaving the lighthouse and
escorted them back to shore where
they were interviewed,” Hanson
said.  “It was then determined that
six of the eight involved would be
arrested for their part in this incident.
Five of the six were booked into our
jail for misdemeanor illegal entry —
a 20-year-old Imlay City man, a 32-
year-old Clinton Township man, a
28-year-old Mt. Pleasant man, a 30-
year-old Dryden man and a 30-year-
old St. Clair Shores woman.”

The sheriff noted deputies also
arrested a 37-year-old man from
Imlay City on a misdemeanor charge
of obstruction of justice arrest.
All of the suspects posted bonds and

were released.  The sheriff’s depart-
ment is requesting formal charges

from the Huron County Prosecutor’s
Office tomorrow.

“(This) incident comes on the heels
of other complaints that we have
received this summer involving
kayakers, canoeist and personal
watercraft operators in the Port
Austin area — complaints such as
trespassing, damage to property, dis-
orderly persons and urinating in pub-
lic,” Hanson said.  “Fortunately, by
comparison to the amount of water
enthusiasts of this type traversing the
Port Austin area, it appears only a
small percentage is causing prob-
lems, but the complaints do appear to
be on the rise.

“Disrespectful and inconsiderate
behavior of such will be dealt with
accordingly,” Hanson added.  “We
strongly urge those using our water-
ways for sightseeing or for whatever
else, to be mindful of the property
and privacy of others.”

Driver suffers minor injuries in rollover

A North Carolina truck driver suf-
fered minor injuries in a one-vehicle
traffic crash early last week.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
responded to Vassar Road near
Dutcher Road in Gilford Township at

about 7 p.m. Monday for a reported
semi-truck rollover accident.

“They found that a semi hauling
46,000 pounds of beans had been
going southbound on Vassar Road
and lost control in the S-curve,”
Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen

Skrent reported.  “The vehicle and
contents rolled over into the ditch,
spilling the load.  The driver, Edgar
McKenzie, 56 years old from
Charlotte, N.C., was slightly injured
and transported to a local hospital by
MMR.”
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Too old for
toys? Never

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It was a large rectangular box, hardly hidden in one of our spare bed-
rooms, and my eyes were instantly drawn to the brightly-colored
packaging that silently shouted all sorts of really exciting phrases at
me:  “Extreme Commander 3!”, “Twin 390 Turbo Engines!”, “Speeds
up to 210 Miles Per Hour!”

Okay, I made that last one up.  The package claimed a top speed of
15 knots. 
Still, I found myself feeling a little like I did on Christmas Eve when

I was a kid, knowing this package had to contain the greatest toy ever.
Reminded me of the gas-powered model airplane I received when I
was 10 or 11.  It was one of those planes connected to a pair of lines
and a handle, enabling the operator to fly it in circles while turning
around and around.  I probably would have been really dizzy if I had
ever managed to get the thing to work properly.

Fast forward to my latest discovery: turns out the three-foot long
remote control speedboat in the big box was for me, although I later
learned it was meant for some silly future celebration such as my 39th
birthday.

Surprise! Well for me — it’s certain my wife wasn’t surprised that I
had that thing out of the box and was charging the battery the next
day.
What is it about toys that attract guys even after they’ve long passed

their mid-life crisis and are thinking about retirement?  Maybe it’s the
fact that many – if not most – of us never really grow up completely,
although the toys we gravitate towards evolve over the years to one
degree or another.

Yeah, I know there are some women out there thinking, “Oh, my
husband doesn’t act like that – he’s too mature and dignified
for…blah, blah, blah.”

Whatever.  Maybe you don’t know him as well as you think?  Or
maybe he thinks he’s too old to play with toys.  That’s a shame,
because as far as I’m concerned, if you’re too old to act like a kid,
you’re just plain too old.

In any event, it wasn’t long before I loaded up the remote control
with eight AA batteries and was admiring those monster Twin 390
turbo engines.  I gathered everything I needed and headed down to
our pond.  It was evening and the water was like glass.  Perfect.
I don’t want to make any of the other guys out there jealous, but this

is one of those toys that perform as advertised.  The boat has a nice
pick-up and, with the remote controller in expert hands, makes tight
turns and figure 8s that make for some really cool wave jumping.  The
mini-rooster tails are cool, too.

Anyway, I guess it all boils down to just having the sort of fun you
did when you were a youngster, that wonderful time when responsi-
bilities pretty much centered on bringing home decent grades, keep-
ing your room picked up, doing dishes occasionally and getting your
backside home on time at night, regardless of how much fun you
were having at the park with your friends.

These days I spend more time “playing” on my small tractor than I
do with remote controlled boats.  And, the truth is, I could easily say
goodbye to most of the toys of my youth without going through too
much withdrawal.

Just keep your mitts off my Rock ‘Em, Sock ‘Em Robots.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Maurice and Betty (Babcock)
Rosenberger were married in
Caro at the Baptist church June
25, 1960 by the Rev. Jensen. The
couple celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary this year with
family at the Brentwood in Caro.
They have lived on their farm on
Cedar Run Rd. since their mar-
riage. They have 2 children:
Cynthia Rosenberger (Richard
Gergel) of Mt. Pleasant, and
Kathy Rosenberger (Dan Toner)
of Cass City; 2 grandchildren:
Paul Middaugh and Mara Hills;
and a great-grandson, Kyle
Shattuck

Some area residents were
recently named to the dean’s list
at Grand Valley State University
following the winter 2010 semes-
ter. They include Samuel M.
Howard, Cass City; Shelby A.
Lemke, Ubly; and Alexander M.
Diaz, Austin J. Graham and
Aaron P. Steele, all of Caro. To be
named to the dean’s list, a student
must maintain a 3.5 grade point
average while completing a mini-
mum of 12 credit hours of
coursework.

During the Bigger or Better
Event for Revive, the judges
named this group the winner
because the items it collected
could help the largest number of
people. The group collected 2
TVs as well as toys, clothes,
food, an entertainment center and
more. They are Sharon
Brockman, Janey Ballard,
Audrey Van Auken and Maddy
Brinkman.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Ron Zdrojewski was a teenager
when he started taking voice les-
sons from Cass City’s Jan Moore,
but he still remembers how
patient Moore was when it came
to the shenanigans of 4 boys
preparing to perform as a quartet.

Holli C. Cooper of Cass City is
among a host of recent Hope
College graduates who were
awarded graduation honors for
outstanding academic accom-
plishments during their 4 years of
study. Cooper graduated Cum
Laude, which recognizes students
who achieve a minimum 3.3
grade point average. Cooper, the
daughter of Cathy Cooper, Cass
City, earned a bachelor’s degree
in athletic training.

Whitney Osentoski, formerly of
Cass City, made his Broadway
debut July 20 at the Cadillac
Winder Garden Theater in New
York, performing in Mama Mia.
He will be in the ensemble and
understudying for another 6
weeks or longer. Osentoski had
toured with the first national tour
of Mama Mia for 14 months pre-
viously. He is also being consid-
ered, after having 5 auditions, for
a new Disney musical, “Tarzan.”
Osentoski said he was thrilled
when he called after auditioning
in front of the legendary Phil.
Collins, who wrote the score for
Tarzan.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church of Cass City sent 5
women to the 23rd Biennial
Convention of the Michigan
District Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League at Lansing
Center, Lansing. Cass City dele-
gates were Tina Hoard, Connie
McNaughton, alternate Lois
Moslander, Thumb Zone LWML
President Ruth Balzer, and young
women’s representative Dawn
Harrison.

Brenda Sue Messing, daughter
of Dexter and Theresa Messing
of Cass City, recently graduated
from Michigan State University
School of Natural Science with a
bachelor’s degree in astro-
physics. She plans to continue
her education in astrophysics,
eventually obtaining a Ph.D.
Denelle DeLong, 16, works with

a heifer on her family’s Cass City
farm. She plans to show the
young cow during the 4-H pro-
grams at the Tuscola County Fair.
While Dennis DeLong, 18, wash-

es his heifer in preparation for the
upcoming county fair, youngest
brother Drew, 8, brushes his cow.
The 2 boys, their 2 brothers and 2
sisters all plan to participate in 4-
H livestock shows.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)  

The cheerleaders bake sale was
just one of the food stands avail-
able to replenish shoppers at the
sidewalk sales. Manning the
booth were Jill Seurynck, 15, and
Lori Sawdon, 15.

The porcine pal of 11-year-old
Steve Cooklin will be competing
in the Tuscola County Fair as an
entry from the CCM&D 4-H
club. Steve is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. George Cooklin of Cass
City. 
Susan M. Asher, daughter of Mr.

and Mrs. Alden Asher, recently
graduated from Ferris State
College with distinction. Miss
Asher received her associate of
applied science degree this May,
having majored in dental assist-
ing. To graduate with distinction,
a student must attain a grade
average of 3.25-3.49. While at
Ferris, Miss Asher served as vice-
president of her class. At present
she is living at home and seeking
employment as a dental assistant.

It’s news when a man switches
jobs after 21 years. That’s what
Elwood “Bud” McDonald did
this month. He’s been working in
service for Ouvry’s Chev.-Olds.
for 21 years, 7 1/2 years as serv-
ice manager. He has moved into
sales for the dealership. Serving
as service manager and parts
director now is Don Ouvry.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)  

Three Gagetown residents are
collectively $25,000 richer fol-
lowing last week’s Michigan
Lottery drawing held at Gaines.
And for Bill Downing, Mrs.
James. Molnar and Mrs. Nelda
Phillips, it was a day they’ll never
forget.

Mark D. Schwartz, 17, became
the first Eagle Scout from
Gagetown Troop 589 during spe-
cial installation ceremonies held
Monday night in Gagetown.
Shown with him are his proud
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Donald
Schwartz of 6421 Lincoln St.
Schwartz is a senior at Owen-
Gage High School and has been
involved in school, civic and
scouting activities.

The winner, Craig Tonti, a little
the worse for wear, ate his way to
victory in the pie-eating contest
Friday in front of Rabideau
Motors. Observers guessed Craig
probably won’t be hungry for pie
for a long time.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Walbro Corporation became the
third of Cass City’s larger indus-
tries to become unionized Friday
when employees voted 59-39 to
have the UAW, AFL-CIO repre-
sent them at the plant.

The key to the village was pre-
sented to Gov. Romney by
Lambert Althaver, village presi-
dent. Mrs. Belle Knapp gave the
invocation.
Cass City Area Centennial Court

are Marty Wark, Marilyn
Suranye, Connie DeLong, Sandy
Copeland, Jeanne Fisher and

Carolyn Kloc. The queen and her
court all received prizes. Chief
prize is an all-expense paid trip to
Chicago for the queen and her
husband.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Monday chalked up the all-high
record for free swim attendance
at the municipal bathing pool in
Cuss City. Children of school age
who are admitted without admis-
sion charge during the morning
and up to four o’clock in the
afternoon numbered 200
Monday. In the Boy Scout swim-
ming event, Ed Doerr won first
place when he went 25 yards in
15.5 seconds. Jimmy Mark won
first place in the diving event.”

In marked contrast to the aver-
age 4½-year tenure which the
superintendents of schools in the
smaller towns of Michigan hold a
position is the record of L.
Appold, who has taught 41 years
in a Lutheran school in
Sebewaing. Previous to that he
taught nine years in Ionia. The
Immanuel Lutheran congregation
held a special church service hon-
oring Mr. Appold on his comple-
tion of 50 years of service. Rev.
John Shinnerer, president of the
Michigan District of the Missouri
Synod, was in charge. In the
afternoon a social gathering was
held in the Lutheran picnic grove
at Sebewaing.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

The Sherwood Music School of
Chicago was founded nearly
twenty years ago by William H.
Sherwood, “America’s greatest
pianist,” and is said to have grad-
uated more successful concert
pianists and teachers than any
other music school. Instead of
sending a teacher from Chicago
to take charge of such a Branch
the policy of the School is to
select one of the best local teach-
ers and put her in charge of the
work, electing her to membership
on the Extension Department
Faculty and making her ~
Director of the Branch. After con-
siderable investigation the School
determined to establish a Branch
here, and has. Elected Mrs. H. P.
Lee as Director. This should be a
very good thing for our town, as
it makes it possible for our boys
and girls who are taking music
seriously and who want to get
metropolitan Conservatory train-
ing and earn their Teacher’s
Certificates and Diplomas from a
high class institution of national
reputation.

The Baptist church was raised
2½ feet the first of the week by
Jacob Anthes and preparations
are now under way to enlarge the
basement to the same area as the
church edifice and extend the
basement walls 2~& higher. This
will make well lighted and com-
modious basement rooms which
will be used mainly by the ladies
of the church for serving meals.
The north room will be used as a
reception room, the center as the
dining room and the south part as
a kitchen. The chimney was
raised with the church building
and this work was performed
very successfully, not a crack in
the plaster being visible in the
whole building.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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www.hdghmi.org

Recover &
Strengthen

Close to Home
Hills & Dales General Hospital is here for you and is pleased to announce 
their newest program; the Swing Bed Program.  This program 
assists patients in their transition from hospital to home 
when they are in need of some additional care.

Swing Beds are for those patients who need time 
to heal and regain their strength following 
an illness, surgery, stroke, or injury. 
It is designed to increase independence 
and help prepare patients for 
returning home.

Hills & Dales’ expert care team 
will create an individualized 
plan that is focused on 
restoring patients to a normal 
level of activity. 

For more information, call our Swing Bed Coordinator at

989-872-2121

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

KYLIE WAS JUST five in the photo above, which

shows her trying on a demo insulin pump.

tery walk, Van Auken describes the
activity as a walk-through history
lesson featuring actors who tell the
stories of a handful of past local citi-
zens — each having left their own
positive legacy in the community.

“It’s just a different activity in a
unique venue you wouldn’t expect,”
she added.

The popularity of the event doesn’t
surprise Van Auken.

“I think it’s interesting — not only
do people here give back financially
and volunteer-wise, but there’s also a
rich history, and people want to
know more about it,” she said.

The 2015 cemetery walk in Cass
City will feature the following past
citizens:

*E.B. “Chick” Schwaderer, por-
trayed by Dick Wallace.

Schwaderer, born in 1893, was per-
haps best known for expertise in
construction.  His own company
built roads (including paving por-
tions of M-81, M-53, M-46 and M-
24 in the Thumb), air strips and con-
crete bunkers at military installations
throughout the state.  He also con-
structed the first public swimming
pool in Cass City and was instru-
mental in the construction of athletic
fields, Hills and Dales General
Hospital and the local library.

*Isabelle “Belle” Schwaderer, por-
trayed by Norma Wallace.

Chick Schwaderer’s wife, Belle
was born in 1900 on the family farm
near Greenleaf.  She worked at Cass
City State Bank, and her contribu-
tions to the community were many
and included civic, church and “air-
plane spotter” activities.

*Adam Benkelman, portrayed by
Bob Battel.

Born in 1824, Benkelman was an
apprentice cooper (barrel maker) as a
teen and went on to become a skilled
craftsman.  A native of Belgium, he
along with John Striffler built the
first store in Cass City for Nathaniel
Clark.  It was Clark who suggested
the name Cass City in honor of
Lewis Cass, the second territorial
governor of Michigan.

Continued from page one.

Tickets for cemetery walk on sale next month
*Esther McCullough, portrayed by

Barbara Hutchinson.
McCullough, born in 1904, was a

teacher in Illinois and Alpena before
coming to Cass City to teach at the
then-new high school.  She later
worked at a local drug store pur-
chased by her husband, Raymond
“Mac” McCullough and his brother,
Glenn “Scotty” McCullough.
McCullough was also involved in
many community organizations.

*Harold “Doc” Oatley, portrayed
by Kim Glaspie.

Oatley, a long-time educator and
active citizen, was well known for
his leadership and influence in Boy
Scouting.  Born in 1908, he’s credit-
ed with helping 15 young men earn
scouting’s highest rank — the Eagle.

*James Hitchcock, portrayed by
Tommy Fulcher.

Born in 1830, Hitchcock was
among the early settlers of Cass City,
a tinsmith who turned his craft into a
very successful business.  He built
the “Finest Opera House in the
Thumb” on the north side of Main
Street between Leach and West
streets.

*William Audley Rawson, por-
trayed by Joe Van Auken.
A farmer born in 1893, Rawson was

elected Elkland Township supervisor
and went on to serve as a state repre-
sentative and state senator.  His bill
requiring traffic to stop for students
entering and exiting school buses is

credited with saving countless young
lives across the state and country.
The Rawson name is well known, in
part due to the family’s generous
donation of $60,000 to build the
library at its current location at the
corner of Pine and Seeger streets.

*Dr. Harry Crandell, portrayed by
Dale Churchill.

Dr. Crandell is remembered as a
beloved veterinarian who treated
farm animals of every size and
description.  Born in 1914, he was a
staunch supporter of 4-H and the
Tuscola County Fair for more than
25 years.

*Irene Freeman, portrayed by Kate
Fernald.

Freeman, born in 1911, was a nurse
who worked at the former Pleasant
Home Hospital in Cass City before
buying the hospital and operating it
for 26 years.  Also active in civic
organizations, she later worked at the
then-new Hills and Dales General
Hospital and eventually went to
work for well-known Cass City
physician the late Dr. H.T. Donahue.

While the walk is designed to be
entertaining as well as educational,
organizers also utilize the event as a
fundraiser.  All proceeds are donated
to the American Cancer Society.
The walk generated $800 in its first

year and $1,050 in 2014, with pro-
ceeds expected to total $2,000 this
year.

DENNIS MECK portrayed photographer Jacob

Maier during last year’s cemetery walk in Cass

City.

Continued from page one.

Local couple organizing golf 
outing for diabetes research

home care nursing company in Pigeon — became alarmed.
“I decided to check her (blood sugar) here and it was too high for the

meter,” she said, adding the blood sugar range for a youngster should be in
the neighborhood of 80 to 200 milligrams per deciliter – Kylie’s reading was
623.
“They’re (diabetics) not producing any insulin at all, so it can cause death,”

Becky noted.  “There are a lot of kids who aren’t diagnosed and die.”
The couple wasted no time, taking Kylie to the emergency room at Hills

and Dales General Hospital.  They were then sent to Covenant Hospital in
Saginaw, where the Cass City Elementary School third grader was admitted
and spent the weekend undergoing treatment. 
The family returned home to begin the process of implementing a strict reg-

imen of blood sugar monitoring and diet limitations for Kylie.  “She can
have anything, we just have to count the carbs in it,” Becky said.

“It’s (diet) not what she eats, but how much she eats,” added Earl, a med-
ical equipment sales representative for Healthcare Solutions in Saginaw.
At first, the couple was checking Kylie’s blood sugar a dozen times a day.

“We would check before meals, in between meals, before bed, at 2 a.m.,”
Earl said, adding they were also checking the level before Kylie would par-
ticipate in physical activities. 

Kylie was also having to undergo at least four insulin injections a day, a
practice made easier when the McKees began using a device that conceals
the syringe so their daughter wouldn’t see the needle coming – a sight that
can be much worse than the pain from the injection itself, Becky pointed out.

NO MORE SHOTS

“She did shots for a year.  Now she’s on a glucose pump and a continues
blood sugar monitor, and that basically gave her a lot of freedom,” said
Becky, who explained Kylie wears both the pump and monitor, which have
permanent ports or inserts under her skin.
“The continuous glucose monitor links to our phones, so we know what her

blood sugar is all the time,” Earl said, adding if the levels exceed a basic
range of 80 to 200, an alarm sounds.

Long-term, Becky explained, a blood sugar level that is too high can result
in a variety of serious health problems down the road.  A level that is too low
– resulting in symptoms such as shaking, sweating and irritability – is more
dangerous in the short-term because it could cause Kylie to go into a coma.

While the glucose pump has made life easier, it’s far from being a “set it
and forget it” device, according to the McKees, who must program the pump
to deliver a certain amount of insulin every time Kylie eats (the dose is based
on the number of carbohydrates in any given meal or snack).  One of the
biggest challenges is keeping a close eye on how quickly the doses can
change due to growth, activity and other factors when you’re dealing with a
youngster, they noted.
The McKees decided to organize their own fundraiser after participating in

a JDRF walk event last year in Bay City.
“It seems like Type 1 diabetes – it doesn’t get the recognition (other dis-

eases do),” Earl said.  “You can’t look at her (Kylie) and see something’s not
right.  She does everything that all the other kids do.”

“People just don’t know what we have to do to keep her going,” Becky
added.

In addition to busy schedules and the demands of Kylie’s diabetes, the
McKees have been busy contacting businesses and other potential donors in
an effort to beef up the upcoming tournament.  “We’re looking at (getting
more) teams, hole sponsors, silent auction items – any sort of donation,” Earl
said.  “A lot of the businesses have been good.  They’ve been supportive.”

Becky agreed, adding other organizations have been generous, too.  The
Detroit Red Wings have donated an autographed photo of Dan Cleary, for
example, while the University of Michigan has chipped in such as T-shirts
and other clothing with the school logo.  Golf courses in Ubly, Pigeon and
Verona have all donated free rounds.
The McKees indicated they appreciate all of the support to-date.  They have

high hopes their tournament and others like it will make it possible for Kylie
and thousands of others to live each day without having to keep tabs on
blood sugar levels or doses of insulin.
In the meantime, Kylie seems to be taking everything in stride, focusing on

the things she should be at this age: having fun and simply being a kid.
“I would say she’s accepted it from day one,” Earl said of her diagnosis.
“She’s done great, I think,” Becky added.  “She plays softball, she’s in

gymnastics.  It doesn’t hold her back.”

With propane supplies significantly above the five-year average, now is the
time for Michigan’s propane customers to lock in prices ahead of the heat-
ing season, according to the Michigan Agency for Energy (MAE).

“It may still be summer time, but signing propane contracts now – instead
of waiting for the heating season – can result in significantly cheaper
propane for customers,” said Valerie Brader, MAE executive director.  “To
help propane customers, the Michigan Agency for Energy has useful tips on
selecting a propane provider.  (Our) consumer tips sheet covers pricing
agreements, delivery arrangements, fees and other charges, the pros and
cons of renting and owning a propane tank, contacts, and a list of helpful
questions to ask before signing a contract.”

Propane prices in Michigan and in 30 other states spiked during the 2013-
14 heating season after cold temperatures and other factors led to tight sup-
plies.

While propane prices are not regulated, MAE does monitor supplies and
makes available weekly, statewide average residential prices on its website
during the heating season.  Additional information is available on the
Michigan.gov/propane website.

Energy assistance is expected to be available in October for low-income
propane customers, who are encouraged to call 211 at that time to be direct-
ed to an agency near them for help.

Lock in propane contracts now
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Continued from page one.

Snover man injured in ATV accident

and the evidence was conclusive that the events had in fact happened as we
have stated.
Having talked with the fireworks company, we were reassured. He was not

injured, although we were scared about what may have happened, as others
in town are now.
We have talked extensively to the fireworks provider, and he is a very con-

scientious man. They did do a sweep of the area after the display on Saturday
night, July 4.  They did everything they are required by law to do. They used
thermal imaging to canvas the area. Their number one concern is safety,
being involved in fire fighting themselves.

The blurb in the Chronicle last week caused someone to post on social
media that there was no blast, and that we were only looking for something
free. Social media is not the place to air your grievance. Also, many false
accusations were put out around town about us personally, and to that I say,
there has never ever been any underlying agenda with our company, or either
of us personally.

Our family has the utmost respect for the fireworks company. They have
been very courteous and understanding of our initial panic. They have reas-
sured us about the firework and what caused it to explode. We have talked
to them since the piece in last week’s Rabbit Tracks came out. We hope they
will be back next year, as the firework’s display was wonderful.
We care about the safety of the citizens in this town, especially the children.

They should be encouraged to never touch anything that looks like a fire-
work, and to let an adult or parent know immediately if they see anything
they think looks suspicious.

The Chronicle was a little overzealous when reporting the events. We did
not find out that the piece had been printed until Wednesday noon, when we
received our paper in the mail.

We want to again assure everyone that our son was not injured. Many of
you kindly expressed concern for his safety, and we thank you for that con-
cern. This town is a safe place to raise a family, with a great school system. 

Regards,

Shelley and Blaine de Beaubien
Cass City

driven by a 47-year-old Snover man
was traveling east on Cumber Road
when he lost control of the vehicle,”
Washkevich said.  “The four-wheeler
exited the roadway and struck the
north side ditch bank, causing the
(vehicle) to overturn and throw him
off into the ditch.

“He was located by a passing
motorist at 8:25 a.m.,” she added.
“Local residents advised that they
had last heard a four-wheeler going
by on the road at approximately 1
a.m. on July 18.”
The man, whose name has not been

released, was transported to Hills
and Dales General Hospital in Cass
City.  He was later transferred to
Covenant Hospital in Saginaw for
treatment of serious injuries.

“The accident remains under inves-
tigation,” Washkevich said.  “He
(driver) was not wearing a helmet,

County Night Out.  The event is slated for Thursday, Aug. 6, from 4 to 7 p.m.
at the Tuscola Technology Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro.

The activity is being held in conjunction with the annual Caro Area Camp
911, according to Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen Skrent.

“We are ‘piggy backing’ the National Night Out with the Camp 911 event
since some of the same first responders will be at the Camp 911,” Skrent
said.  “MMR (Mobile Medical Response) hosts the Camp 911 and has two
a year in our county.  They teach kids about safety.

“Our all-hazards group decided to try the National Night Out event, but
thought since it’s the first one ever in our county, we would use the same
date as the Camp 911 event,” he added, noting the gathering will feature area
police agencies, fire departments and ambulances crews, as well as demon-
strations involving equipment such as the Jaws of Life.

Organizers hope to have the sheriff’s department’s emergency operations
trailer set up, and plans call for the arrival of a Michigan State Police heli-
copter.  The Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will also be
participating.

“It’s a way for the public to meet the first responders (informally), instead
of in an emergency,” Skrent said.
The National Night Out is a community-police awareness activity that takes

place throughout the United States.  The event has been held annually since
1984 and is sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch in the
United States and Canada.
Organizers say the annual community-building campaign promotes police-

community partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make neighbor-
hoods safer, better places to live.  It also provides an opportunity to bring
police and neighbors together under positive circumstances.

Businesses interested in helping to sponsor the Tuscola County event are
encouraged to contact the sheriff’s department at (989) 763-8161 (ext.
2235).

and alcohol and speed are believed
to have been factors in the accident.”

Both the Bingham Township EMS

and Bingham Township Fire
Department assisted deputies at the
scene.

Continued from page one.

“Night out” event on tap

Blurb led to false accusations
Continued from page three.

Ambulance Service crew transported him to Huron Medical Center in Bad
Axe, and he was later flown to a Saginaw area hospital.

The Bingham Township Fire Department and Central Huron Ambulance
Service paramedics also assisted deputies at the scene.

Continued from page one.

Tire explosion injures Thumb man
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Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Pastor’s Corner

Todd Gould
Evangelical Free

Church of Cass City

The old adage says: “Don’t bite the
hand that feeds you,” but we might
also say, “Don’t slap away the hand
that protects you.”  Sadly, it now
appears the politically correct
American military is doing just that.

Last year Marine Lance Corporal,
Monifa Sterling, was court-martialed
for posting a Bible verse on her
office computer at Camp Lejeune,
N.C.  The verse: “No weapon formed
against [me] shall prosper...” Isaiah
54:17.  Charges stated that this pas-
sage of scripture could “easily be
seen as contrary to good order and
discipline.”  Really?  This particular
verse is one my wife and I claimed
and prayed over our own Marine son
while he served two intense combat
tours in Afghanistan.  Our boy
returned safe and sound, declaring he
felt the power of prayer from home.  

I don’t have space to tell you of
other Christian military personnel

now being persecuted for their faith,
but I can tell you the victorious
American armed forces of yesteryear
did not believe this way.  General
Washington was quite aware of
God’s providential hand during the
Revolutionary War, and in one quote
said: “I am sure that never was a peo-
ple, who had more reason to
acknowledge a Divine interposition
in their affairs than those of the
United States... which was so often
manifested during our revolution...”
Andrew Jackson acknowledged the
Lord’s influence after the Battle of
New Orleans in the War of 1812,
stating: “It appears that the unerring
hand of Providence shielded my men
from the shower of balls, bombs, and
rockets, when every ball and bomb
from our own guns carried with them
a mission of death.”  General
Douglas MacArthur, Supreme
Commander of the Pacific acknowl-

Don’t slap away the hand that protects you
edged God when he returned to the
Philippines: “I have returned.  By the
grace of Almighty God, our forces
stand again on Philippine soil.”
General Dwight Eisenhower, upon
ordering the invasion of Sicily, salut-
ed his men and then bowed his head
in prayer.  Then, commenting to the
officer next to him, said: “There
comes a time when you’ve used your
brains, your training, your technical
skill, and the die is cast and the
results are in the hands of God, and
there you leave them.”  

None of the great and successful
military leaders of our past could
identify with today’s godless service.
The case of Monifa Sterling and oth-
ers would never have been an issue.
But the war on God begun by
Lucifer aeons ago has now come
down to us and we foolishly side
with him in the conflict.  Such folly.

Psalm 2:1-4, 12: “Why do the
nations rebel and the people plot in
vain?  The kings of the earth take
their stand and the rulers conspire
together against the Lord and His
anointed One.  The One enthroned in
heaven laughs; the Lord ridicules
them... Pay homage to the Son, or He
will be angry, and you will perish in
your rebellion, for His anger may
ignite at any moment.  All those who
take refuge in Him are happy.”  

There are no atheists in foxholes.
The American military above all
should know this.  And rather than
pushing God’s hand away, declaring
war on Him, we should be seeking
His strong arm of salvation — the
only thing that will ensure our future.  

Blessings.
---

To see this article in its entirety,
visit Pastor Gould’s blog at goodas-
gould.org     
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Area youth interview to serve as
4-H Ambassador representatives
Huron County MSU Extension offi-

cials recently revised the county’s 4-
H Ambassador Court Program and
interviewed youths interested in
serving as representatives.

“Understanding the long tradition
of fair 4-H king and queen and the
emotional ties that come with this
tradition, a committee of adult and
youth 4-H council members met to
design an Ambassador Program
(that) will take into account some of
the aspects of Huron County’s
Royalty Program,” said Cathryne
Goulet, 4-H program coordinator,
MSU Extension – Huron County.
“The committee has proposed three
tiers of the Ambassador County
Program:  Senior Level Ambassador
Court - Junior Level Ambassador
Court - Cloverbud Ambassador
Court.

“The senior and junior ambassador
tiers will take into account the mem-
bers’ active participation in Huron
County’s 4-H along with the ability
to take on commitments and respon-
sibilities, as well as being a positive
representative of Huron County,”
Goulet explained.  “There will be
three ambassadors chosen and recog-
nized at the senior and junior tiers.
Cloverbud ambassadors will be rec-
ognized as they have been in the
past.”

Eighteen youths recently took part
in interviews and a dinner at the
Huron Expo Center (fairgrounds) in
Bad Axe.

The following 10 4-H Cloverbuds
participated in arts and crafts before
their interviews and dinner:

*Dori Battel is the daughter of Bob
and Sue Battel of Cass City.  She is 8
years old, is homeschooled, and a
member of Boots and Bling 4-H
Club.

*Annie Bowman is the daughter of
Brent and Shannon Bowman of
Sebewaing.  She is 6 years old,

attends Christ the King Lutheran
School, and is a member of Lucky
Horseshoe 4-H Club.

*Cameron Finkle is the son of
Janelle Susalla of Harbor Beach.  He
is 5 years old, attends Our Lady of
Lake Huron School, and is a member
of Country Corners 4-H Club.
*Allie Guza is the daughter of Tony

and Renee Guza of Ubly.  She is 7
years old, attends Ubly Community
School, and is a member of Country
Corners 4-H Club.

*Beckett Hagen is the son of Clint
and Melissa Hagen of Bad Axe.  He
is 5 years old, attends Ubly
Community School, and is a member
of Beef-N-More 4-H Club.

*Waverly Hagen is the daughter of
Clint and Melissa Hagen of Bad Axe.
She is 5 years old, attends Ubly
Community School, and is a member
of Beef-N-More 4-H Club.

*Nicole Klee is the daughter of
Mike and Mary Beth Klee.  She is 6
years old, attends Ubly Community
School, and is a member of Country
Corners 4-H Club.

*Natalie Phillips is the daughter of
John and Kelly Phillips of Kinde.
She is 7 years old, attends North
Huron School, and is a member of
Country Fun 4-H Club.
*Ellexia Puvalowski is the daughter

of Denny and Cyndi Puvalowski of
Bad Axe.  She is 7 years old, attends
Adams Country School, and is a
member of Happy Gals and Guys 4-
H Club.

*Madalyn Tenbusch is the daughter
of Steve and Darcy Tenbusch of
Unionville.  She is 5 years old,
attends Unionville-Sebewaing Area
School, and is a member of 4-Leaf
Clovers 4-H Club.

Two teens applied and interviewed
at the Junior Ambassador Tier.

They are Addy Battel, 12, the
daughter of Bob and Sue Battel of
Cass City (she is homeschooled and

is a member of Boots and Bling 4-H
Club); and Ashley Kuhl, 11, the
daughter of Tom and Krista Kuhl of
Bay Port (she attends Caseville
Public School and is a member of
Llama Lluvers 4-H Club).
Eight teens applied and interviewed

at the Senior Ambassador Tier.  They
are as follows:

*Lauren Aymen is the daughter of
Ric and Mary Aymen of Port Austin.
She is 15 years old, attends Bad Axe
High School, and is a member of
4B’s 4-H Club.

*Brianna Emming is the daughter
of Dale and Jenny Emming of
Harbor Beach. She is 17 years old,
attends Harbor Beach High School,
and is a member of Country Kids 4-
H Club.
*Brianna Hunsanger is the daughter

of David and Kelly Hunsanger of
Bad Axe.  She is 17 years old,
attends Bad Axe High School, and is
a member of 4B’s 4-H Club.

*Raylee Jeffers is the daughter of
Jamie Jeffers of Elkton.  She is 15
years old, attends Laker High
School, and is a member of the
Happy Trails 4-H Club.

*Macy Knoblock is the daughter of
Paul and Kelly Knoblock of Ubly.
She is 16 years old, attends Ubly
Community School, and is a member
of Sew-N-Hoe 4-H Club, as well as
Growing Go-ers 4-H Club.

*Sabrina Schumacher is the daugh-
ter of Randy and Kimberly
Schumacher of Ubly.  She is 14 years
old, attends Ubly Community
School, and is a member of Belt N’
Buckles 4-H Club, as well as
Boxcarjack 4-H Club.

This year’s public announcement of
the new 4-H Ambassador Court will
take place Monday, July 27, at 6 p.m.
at the Huron Expo Center Arena, fol-
lowing the 4-H talent show during
the Huron Community Fair.

Do-it-yourself homeowners encouraged to
outsource tree work due to cost and danger 

For the “do-it-yourself” homeown-
er, outsourcing tree work may seem
like an unnecessary expense. But in
reality, the costs of tackling tree care
on your own can run high — dam-
aged property, hospital bills, and a
ruined landscape — aren’t cheap.

“Most homeowners simply don’t
have the tools, knowledge or experi-
ence necessary to safely attempt
their own tree work,” says Tchukki
Andersen, staff arborist with the Tree
Care Industry Association (TCIA).
“We hear many unfortunate stories
each year of homeowners getting
severely injured or killed while
attempting this dangerous, and often
misunderstood, work on their own.”

Andersen says there are three rea-
sons homeowners should leave tree
work to the professionals.

The first is lack of knowledge and
training.

“Safe tree work requires extensive
knowledge of tree physics and biolo-
gy, which can take years of experi-
ence and study to acquire,” he said.
“For example, felling a tree in a con-
trolled manner is not as simple as
cutting through the trunk with a
chain saw. It requires establishing a
drop zone, making precise cuts, and
sometimes guiding the tree safely to
the ground with ropes as leverage.
When homeowners attempt this,
many are injured or killed when the
tree falls in an unexpected direction.

“Up-ended root plates or root balls
are also unpredictable,” Andersen
added.  “Severing the trunk of a fall-
en tree from an up-ended root plate
releases tension, which may be
strong enough to pull the stump and
root ball back into the hole, trapping
anything or anyone nearby under-
neath it.”

Other hazards may be invisible to

the untrained eye; rotten trunks and
limbs, pest and fungal infestations,
and other diseases and defects can
only be identified and treated by an
experienced tree care practitioner.

The second reason homeowners
should rely on a profession is poor
situational awareness, according to
Andersen.
“Even homeowners who know their

way around trees may still fall victim
to nearby hazards,” he said.
“Electrical wires are a common situ-
ational hazard in tree work; many
trees grow near power lines and have
their branches, leaves and limbs
entangled in live wires.

“Each year, a number of amateur
tree workers are seriously injured or
killed when they come into contact
with an energized line, directly or
indirectly, through tools or tree
limbs. Navigating this danger is
tricky, even for professionals, and
should never be attempted by home-
owners under any circumstance,” he
added.

“Attempting do-it-yourself tree
work is bad enough, but some home-
owners go one step further and try to
finish the job alone, which further
impairs situational awareness. If you
do try to do any of the work yourself,
always make sure there is at least one
other person working with you. Even
trained professionals work in

teams,” Andersen noted.
The third reason, he continued, is

improper use of tools
“Homeowners who use incorrect,

faulty or complicated tools may hurt
themselves and others while attempt-
ing tree work. Chain saws, for exam-
ple, are incredibly dangerous and
easy to misuse. A common mistake is
to use a dull chain saw, which forces
the operator to use excess pressure,
causing them to lose control,”
Andersen said.  “Many homeowners
also make the mistake of using the
chain saw to cut branches on the
ground. This can result in chain saw
kickback, and painful injuries, when
the bar tip hits the dirt or other
foliage.

“Misused ladders are another com-
mon source of injury,” he said.
“Using a ladder that is too short, set
on unstable ground, or supported by
a faulty limb can easily result in the
homeowner falling - often fatally -
from the tree. Ladders are often
knocked out from under the home-
owner by the same limb that was just
cut.”

Tree work may also require tools
the average homeowner does not
own. Stump grinders, wood chip-
pers, and aerial lifts are just a few
examples of complex, and often nec-
essary machines that only a trained
arborist can handle, Anderson added.


