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IT WAS A STAR spangled Freedom Festival celebration Saturday, includ-

ing a crowd-pleasing fireworks show and the community’s 37th annual

grand parade, led by members of Cass City’s own VFW Post 3644.

(Related photos, pages 6 and 7)

Hometown heritage
Owendale gearing up to host 110th birthday bash this weekend

Investigators seize
$250,000 in goods
stolen during spree

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

What started out as an investigation into an apparently related series of
thefts in Huron and Sanilac counties led sheriff’s deputies to a stash of near-
ly $250,000 worth of stolen goods last week in St. Clair County.

And investigators say they believe the larcenies were part of an organized
crime ring targeting a region that includes the Thumb.

“From tips generated through news and social media regarding our earlier
press releases, two deputies from the Huron County Sheriff’s Office and one
from the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office started off early (last Wednesday)
following leads,” Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported in a news
release issued Thursday.

“These leads took them to Oakland County and then Macomb County and
eventually into St. Clair County,” Hanson said.  “Finally, during the evening
hours, they began to locate property in St. Clair County.  Throughout the
course of the night, it is estimated nearly $250,000 worth of stolen property
was recovered by the deputies with the assistance of the St. Clair County
Sheriff’s Office.  This property appears to have been taken in an organized
crime spree, which includes St. Clair, Sanilac, Tuscola and Huron County.
Other areas of southeast Michigan may also have been victimized.”

Hanson noted the recovered property included tools, trailers, tractors and
other miscellaneous items.

The Huron County Sheriff’s Department’s Argo (amphibious 8-wheel
ATV) was dispatched to aide in the recovery of items located in a swampy
area.  That property included an Arctic Cat ATV stolen from a farm on West
Sanilac Road, near M-53, in Sanilac County’s Lamotte Township.

“Our broadcasted (surveillance photo of a) person of interest is currently
being held on unrelated parole absconding charges through the Michigan
Department of Corrections,” Hanson said.  “As this investigation continues
to unfold, others are expected to be charged in this criminal enterprise.

The joint investigation is continuing and involves the Huron, Sanilac,
Tuscola and St. Clair county sheriff’s departments, with assistance from the
Shelby Township Police Department and Utica Police Department.
“Anyone with information about these crimes is asked to contact your local

dispatch center or any agency involved in the investigation,” Hanson said.

Background

The investigation began June 23 when Huron County deputies were dis-
patched to Sobczak Construction in Huron County’s Verona Township to
investigate the larceny of a 14-foot enclosed 2000 Interstate tandem axle
construction trailer valued at $3,000.  Deputies say the trailer was then taken
to a nearby warehouse/storage yard owned by B.W. Crisman Co., Bad Axe,
where the thief or thieves took a pair of 55-gallon barrels of scrap copper
valued at $2,000 to $3,000.

Caro woman awaiting sentencing
following embezzlement conviction

INVESTIGATORS SAY an organized crime ring was

behind a series of thefts that included the larceny of a

limited edition Arctic Cat ATV (above) from a farm in

Sanilac County’s Lamotte Township last month.  A

joint probe into the crimes led officers to nearly a quar-

ter million dollars worth of stolen goods in St. Clair

County.  Pictured above are (from left) Sanilac County

Sheriff Garry Biniecki, St. Clair County Sheriff

Department Lt. Matt King, Sanilac County Detective

Sgt. Darrin Siemen, Tuscola County Sheriff Lee

Teschendorf, Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson

and Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen Skrent.
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Snover motorists hurt in separate crashes
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
say two Snover motorists were
injured in separate traffic crashes last
week.

According to reports, Seth
Steinkopf, 18, Snover, was hurt in a
two-vehicle collision Friday morn-
ing at the intersection of M-46 and
Ubly Road in Elmer Township.

“At approximately 10:56 a.m.,
Sanilac County Central Dispatch
received a 911 call reporting the
injury accident. The initial investiga-
tion revealed (Steinkopf) was travel-
ing eastbound on M-46 in his 2013
Ford Focus when he rear-ended a
2001 Dodge Ram pulling an
enclosed trailer,” Sgt. Nathan Smith
said.  “The Dodge Ram was driven
by 25-year-old Jonathon Nelson of
Macomb, who was stopped on M-46
at Ubly Road attempting to make a
left turn.

“The Sandusky Community Fire
Department used their Jaws of Life
to free Steinkopf from his vehicle,”
Smith added.  “Steinkopf was trans-
ported to McKenzie Memorial
Hospital by Sanilac EMS for treat-
ment of injuries. Nelson was not
injured.

“Alcohol was not a factor in this
crash,” he noted.

Deputies said a one-vehicle traffic
crash left another Snover man
injured Thursday.

The accident was reported at about
3:25 p.m. on Bulgrein Road, south of
Snover Road in Sanilac County’s
Moore Township.

“A 2006 Ford Freestyle being driv-
en by a 22-year-old Snover man was
traveling southbound on Bulgrein
Road when he lost control of his
vehicle, striking a utility pole with
the driver’s side door,” Lt. Charlene
Washkevich said.  “The collision
with the pole caused it to break off
and land on top of the vehicle. A skid
loader was used to safely remove the
pole and electrical wires from on top

of the vehicle so that the driver could
be extricated by (the) Lamotte
Township Fire (Department).”

The driver was airlifted by Air One
Beaumont Helicopter to Covenant
Hospital in Saginaw for treatment of
his injuries, according to
Washkevich.

“The accident remains under inves-
tigation by the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Office,” she added.  “The
driver was wearing his seatbelt and
his name is being withheld pending
further investigation.”

Sanilac County deputies were
assisted at the scene by troopers
from the Michigan State Police post
in Caro, Marlette EMS, and the
Moore and Lamotte township fire
departments.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

An impromptu race on a gravel road over the July 4 holiday weekend in
Huron County could have ended in tragedy, but no lives were lost.
As it is, five people were hurt in the Friday afternoon traffic crash, accord-

ing to Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson, who described the injuries as
serious but not life threatening.

Drag race ends in near tragedy

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s been more than 30 years since residents in
Owendale have hosted a community celebration, but that
drought is about to come to an end.

Thanks to a handful of volunteers, including sisters
Mary Brinkman, Rhonda Powers and Liz Roemer, the
Owendale Heritage Festival is slated to get underway

late Friday afternoon with a firemen bratwurst roast in
the village park.

Organizers have been planning the two-day celebration
since February, according to Brinkman, who noted
Owen-Gage Schools secretary Sherry Fritz along with
Don Dorsch and Rose Ann Stewart have also played key
roles in preparing for the festival.  The idea to host a
community party was born when Brinkman came across

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County Advertiser employee charged with embezzling some
$100,000 is awaiting a sentencing date following her recent plea of no con-
test to the charge in Tuscola County Circuit Court.

A pre-sentence investigation was ordered for the defendant, Staci L.
Pomeroy, 38, of Caro, and her bond was continued at $25,000 by the court,
which took Pomeroy’s plea under advisement.

Embezzlement of $100,000 is a felony punishable by up to 20 years in
prison and/or a fine of up to $50,000 or three times the amount embezzled,
whichever is greater.
Pomeroy allegedly took the money Jan. 1, 2012, according to court records,

which state she was employed at the newspaper, owned by the Edwards
Group and/or Edwards Publications at the time.

She originally faced three charges, including two counts of embezzling
$20,000 to $50,000.

Please turn to page 4.
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Wild John’s Party Store and TBHC

Delivers, the largest distributor of
Hunt Brothers Pizza, have partnered
together along with Revive
Ministries Food Pantry.

One in five children in the U.S. are
food insecure, according to Feeding
America. And some of those young-
sters live right here in Cass City.
That is why Wild John’s, TBHC
Delivers and Revive Ministries have
joined together to help make the
summer even brighter for local fam-
ilies in need.

A collection drive for non-perish-
able food items is underway at Wild

John’s through Monday, July 20.
Visitors to Wild John’s, located just
south of the intersection of M-81 and
M-53 (about four miles east of Cass
City) are encouraged to bring non-
perishable food items or purchase
them in-store and drop them in the
donation box at checkout.

Wild John’s worked with Revive
Ministries to coordinate the drive
and will deliver all donated food to
local children and families who
struggle with hunger.

Guests who participate in the food
drive will also receive a coupon for a
free Hunk of Hunt Brothers Pizza

upon return to the store.
This food drive is part of a nation-

wide initiative by TBHC Delivers
called Provide, which strives to offer
basic life necessities to those in need.

An initiative of TBHC Delivers,
whose mantra is to “be a blessing to
others,” Provide gives basic life
necessities that many take for grant-
ed, such as a warm coat, food on the
table or school supplies for children,
to communities across the country.
The initiative was launched locally
in Nashville, Tenn., in June 2014 and
serves TBHC Delivers markets
nationwide.

Wild John’s partners with Revive for food drive

Raymond Cuddington 

Raymond James “Jim” Cuddington,
51, of Caro, died unexpectedly
Saturday, July 4, 2015 in McLaren
Hospital, Flint.  

He was born September 8, 1963 in
Wayne County the oldest of four
children born to Nancy M.
Cuddington.  

He married Bonnie Lynn Wutzke
August 24, 2002 in Novesta Church
of Christ.  

Raymond loved to drive.  As a
young man he received his CDL and
drove truck around the country with
his Uncle Burt. He continued to
drive on a smaller scale for United
Health Services in Caro, delivering
health supplies for many years.  He
also worked for Erla’s Grocery Store
as a meat delivery driver and cur-
rently for Walsh’s Meat Packing in
Pigeon.  Raymond loved amusement
parks.  He especially loved riding the
roller coasters and the big swings.
Raymond enjoyed fishing and travel-
ing.  He was a loyal Detroit Lions
fan and MSU sports fan particularly
MSU football and MSU basketball.
Raymond collected all types of pen-
guin memorabilia.  

Raymond was very patriotic, fit-
tingly he died within minutes of
Flint’s fireworks finale July 4th.

Raymond is survived by his wife,
Bonnie; children:  Guy Nanney of
Newberry, Nicholas (Stephanie
Gilbert) Nanney of Big Rapids;
grandchildren:  Willow, Gabriel,
Wyatt and Oliver; mother, Nancy
Cuddington of Caro; sisters:  Anna
Hemingway of Hazel Park, Sandra
(Dennis) Sweet of Fort Myers, FL,
Becky (Michael) Cronis of Colorado
Springs, CO; many nieces and
nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his
step-father, Raymond Davis.  

Visitation will be from 2 to 3 p.m.,
with the memorial service beginning
at 3 p.m. Saturday, July 11 in Kranz
Funeral Home of Cass City. Brad
Speirs of Novesta Church of Christ

will be officiating.  
Memorials may be made to the

Family Discretionary Fund.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City. 

Robert Rabideau

Robert Clare “Bob” Rabideau, 89,
of Cass City, died following a short
illness Sunday, July 5, 2015 in his
home surrounded by his family.  

He was born April 4, 1926 at home

in Gagetown, the third of seven chil-
dren born to George and Della
(Menzel) Rabideau. 

He married Vivian Rose Kappen
July 5, 1947 in St. Pancratius
Catholic Church, Cass City.  Bob
died on their 68th wedding anniver-
sary.  

Bob served in the U.S. Army in the
South Pacific during World War II.
After returning from the Army he
worked for Rabideau Motor Sales
before starting Bob’s Bump Shop,
which he operated for more than 30
years.  Bob was a member of Our
Lady Consolata Parish St. Pancratius
Catholic Church and Cass City
Gagetown Knights of Columbus
Council #8892.  He enjoyed deer
hunting and pheasant hunting.  Bob

enjoyed boating and truly loved
spending time at his cottage in
Caseville with family and friends.   
Bob is survived by his wife, Vivian;

children:  Bob (Elaine) Rabideau of
Lansing, Renee Rabideau of Royal
Oak; grandchildren:  Nathan
(Charlene) Rabideau, Rachel (Nick)
Lipinski, Amanda Rabideau; great-
grandchildren:  Braden, Gavin,
Stella, William and Jacob; sisters-in-
law:  Judy Rabideau of West Branch,
Myrtle Rabideau of Cass City; many
nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his
siblings:  Wayne “Buck” (Mary)
Rabideau, Lee (Shirley) Rabideau,
Dale (Delores) Rabideau, Eldon
Rabideau, Dean Rabideau, Pat
Rabideau and Marcella (Clark)
Seeley, Velma Helwig. 

Visitation will take place from 2
p.m. to 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Wednesday, July 8 in Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City.
The funeral service will be held at

12:00 p.m. Thursday, July 9 in Kranz
Funeral Home, Cass City.  Interment
will be in Elkland Township
Cemetery.    

Memorials may be made to Our
Lady Consolata Parish St. Pancratius
Catholic Church.  Family and friends
may share memories, prayers and
stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

The heart of a farmer

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

The sight of veterans marching down Main Street

at the head of a parade during this nation’s

Independence Day celebration still prompts folks in

Cass City to applaud and remove their hats out of

respect and appreciation.

Local residents also know a thing about food, so

the irresistible smell of grilled chicken, hot dogs

and brats wafted around the village throughout the

July 4 holiday weekend.

Maybe it’s the friendly conversation, youngsters

laughing, the roar of engines and the explosion of

fireworks you’ll remember most during your visit to

our community.

If you were a return visitor to one of the Thumb’s

largest July 4 celebrations, we hope this year’s

event met or exceeded your expectations.  If you

were a first-time visitor, we’re confident you found

our community both welcoming and hospitable.

Once known as the “Pacesetter of the Thumb”,

Cass City has a rich history of hosting festivals

with a small-town flavor and atmosphere you won’t

find in the big cities.

It was the local chamber of commerce that estab-

lished what would become the Cass City Freedom

Festival back in 1979, and the celebration has been

going strong ever since.

The inaugural community gathering featured hot

air balloon rides, tug-of-war competitions, a beer

tent, trap shooting and even a teen disco dance.

Over the years, organizers have experimented with

a variety of attractions, from bed races down Main

Street and military flyovers, to mud volleyball and

professional wrestling.

This year’s celebration included its share of

attractions, including a carnival, a pageant for all

ages, MT Pocket Pullers action, 3-on-3 basketball

action, a petting zoo, free swimming, an entertain-

ment tent and an impressive fireworks display.

The weekend also ushered in some new traditions,

including the community-wide Cass City Worship

Experience.

Organizers of the Freedom Festival volunteer

dozens of hours to ensure its success each year, and

this year’s event proved to be especially challeng-

ing as they worked to combine the celebration with

Cass City’s annual Summer Mania and a 150th

sesquicentennial observance.

In short, we believe they did an outstanding job of

maintaining the tradition started by their predeces-

sors back in the late 1970s.  While the events and

faces have changed over the years, the goal — cre-

ating an old-fashioned, family-friendly festival —

has not.

If you agree, why not drop the Cass City Chamber

of Commerce a note, thanking them for their efforts

— let them know what you enjoyed and offer any

suggestions you might have for the 2016 Freedom

Fest.

And, be sure to make plans to come back next year.

You can be sure organizers will do everything they

can to ensure you feel more than welcome.

fruit) pollen from the male part of the plant must make its
way to the female ovaries. Here’s where the birds and
bees come in. 

I don’t want to get all R-rated, but as bees collect nectar
from flowers, pollen clings to their tiny bee feet. As they
flit about the garden, the pollen is distributed to a female
flower (or portion thereof) and the deed is done – pollina-
tion! Flower sex at its finest and it’s all made possible by
busy bees (or in some cases butterflies, bats or even the
wind). They flutter from bloom to bloom in search of nec-
tar seemingly oblivious to the flora life cycle they are
helping to perpetuate.
Summer’s in full bloom in my yard and my husband and

I are busy bees ourselves with weeding and watering and
– hopefully soon – harvesting. 

We aren’t farmers, but you don’t have to be an official
farmer to enjoy growing things. We started with kids and
moved up to tomatoes and beans – if you consider that an
advancement, which it probably isn’t. I guess that’s okay
with us. It is summer. We are outside. And we are having
fun pretending to be farmers together. 

Feels pretty good to me. 
---

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 
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In my heart, I am a farmer – at least during the sum-
mer months when I’m outside tending my garden.

I love growing things. I enjoy the feel of moist black
dirt between my fingers. I get a sense of satisfaction
when my seedlings sprout. I even take pleasure in the
achy, sweaty feeling I get after a day spent outside mov-
ing dirt and pulling weeds – doing good work. Real,
honest work in the garden with Mother Nature as my
boss and my husband as my supervisor. (Not really, but
I let him think so.)

But even though I truly dig gardening, I am not a
farmer. Nor is my husband a farmer. I’m a writer who is
sometimes a farmer at heart. Transoccupational would
be the trendy term for it.

My husband and I are a pretty good team in the gar-
den. I pull weeds. He hauls dirt. We express satisfaction
with the height of the tomato plants and anticipate the
first pea pods and squash blossoms. We marvel at the
ever-vigorous growth of the indestructible, immortal
mint. 

Over the years we’ve learned growing things involves
a never-ending learning curve. (There’s a parenting
analogy in there for anyone who wants to harvest it.)

We’ve also learned that gardening success comes not
only from what you plant, but where. Plants are social
beings and garden relationships are key to a robust crop.
You don’t have to be a farmer to reap the benefits of
companion planting. Strong smelling herbs like basil,
dill and green onions protect tomatoes from insects and
slugs. Beets like bush beans (but not pole beans). Corn
likes cucumber. Nasturtium is an edible flower that
deters bugs and aphids. Ditto that for marigolds. You
can also eat pansies. They look pretty in a salad. 

Some plants experience irreconcilable differences and
do not make good neighbors. Cabbage and cauliflower
prefer to stay away from one another. Beans don’t like
garlic or onions. Lettuce and celery may both be green
and crispy, but they don’t like growing in proximity to
each other. Garden plants possess more (or less) social
skills than I ever would have imagined. 

Another interesting aspect of gardening is sex – most
specifically (and literally) the birds and the bees. What
I’m referring to is pollination, which in plant circles
means S-E-X. Both birds and bees can pollinate, but
bees are better known for this skill. 

Garden plants produce flowers. Some plants develop
male and female flowers, others are hermaphrodites;
their flowers are twofers – male and female at the same
time. For plants to produce fruit (most things in the gar-
den, even tomatoes and cucumbers, are technically

This was another
grand celebration
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I’ve done my share of river angling over the years. But
last week’s journey to fish the hex hatch on the Au Sable
was a first in my 45+ years of wetting a line.

Local fly fishing enthusiasts Bill Potter and Dan
Dickinson got me back on the fabled Blue Ribbon stream
when we put-in at the Connor Flats access site near
Grayling looking for big brown trout.

Now, I’ve cast a line on that stretch of the river on more
than one occasion as a youth with a dad, but I have never
gone fishing in the middle of the night as we did Tuesday.

Despite cooler than normal temps and a light bug hatch,
we managed to listen and stalk a pair of lunkers - in com-
plete darkness - that to our delight measured over 21” in
length. Both trophies were netted after midnight and
quickly released back into the cold, clear water.

**********

Rather hunt? The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources reminds hunters that fall turkey hunting appli-
cations now are available.   

Applications went on sale July 1 and will be available
through Aug. 1. The application fee is $5. Applications
and licenses may be purchased at any authorized license
agent or online at www.mdnr-elicense.com.

The 2015 fall turkey season runs Sept. 15 to Nov. 14. A
total of 51,850 licenses are available, including 5,150
general licenses and 46,700 private-land licenses.
Information about fall turkey hunting can be found
at www.michigan.gov/turkey. The fall turkey drawing
results will be available Aug. 10 at
www.michigan.gov/huntdrawings.

If you are interested in seeing some toms in the fields to
help get yourself in the mood to tote your shotgun into the
woods, take a morning drive on Elmwood Road and focus
your attention on the Cass River side of the road. 

***********

United Producers Inc. (UPI) honored its Cass City
branch recently as the recipient of the 2015 Best
Performance award. The award was presented during the
annual United Producers Inc. employee meeting held in
Columbus, Ohio. The farmer-owned cooperative serves
more than 35,000 livestock producers in the Midwest
United States.

“Teamwork and a can do attitude helped Cass City to
accomplish outstanding results in 2014,” said Dennis
Bolling, President and CEO of UPI. 

“This group is very well deserving of this award.”
Team members included Todd Ward, Theresa Mazure,

Russell Healy, Chad Kreeger and Senior Regional
Manager Scott Acker.

**********

Did you know that there were 10,984,000 gallons of
water pumped from the Village of Cass City wells in May
2015 for an average of 354,000 gallons of water pumped
per day?   

This compares with 8,349,000 gallons of water pumped
in May 2014. The amount of water pumped is higher this
year because the local Dairy Farmers of America (DFA)
milk plant is using Village water to clean their trucks and
equipment. Eventually the DFA will be using water
extracted from processing milk at the Doerr Road facility
to do most of their cleaning.  

Columnist’s description

of courage was spot on

Dear editor,

You are courageous to write (the column entitled)
“Jenner Courageous?  I’m not seeing it” in these days
when many people applaud anything that is dumb,
unnatural, or that which has no benefit for humanity
whatsoever.

I appreciate you for standing up again and speaking
up.

You described courage exactly, depicting just regular
people doing real things to benefit mankind with no
expectations of remuneration.

I appreciate your courage.  Keep up the good work.

Sincerely,

Ron Montei
Deford

Editor,

I am a concerned person about the Novesta Township
Cemetery.
When I stopped to visit my wife’s grave, the two solar

powered angel figurines and humming bird were gone.
These were two things she dearly loved.
There were other items on other graves that were gone

also.
I hope the person that took them is real proud of them-

selves for doing such a low, degrading thing, especially
at a cemetery.  Be sure to brag to your friends where
you got them, if you have any.

Richard Easton
Cass City

Dear cemetery thief,
you should be proud
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various felony charges:

*Eric M. Lalko, 36, Caro, was sen-
tenced to 180 days in the county jail
following his pleas of guilty to inter-
fering with electronic communica-
tions and domestic violence Dec. 26
in Cass City.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $808 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Amanda M. Goodman, 32, Caro,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, following
his pleas of no contest to two counts
of breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny
between Oct. 21 and Oct. 24 in Caro.
She was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, she as
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $826 plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Jonelle N. Lancaster, 28, Saginaw,

received a one-year delayed sentence
following her pleas of guilty to pos-
session of a controlled substance,
possession of marijuana, and driving
while her license was suspended or
revoked March 6 in Indianfields
Township.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $598.

*Pamela R. Andrews, 55, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following her pleas of no contest to
charges of ethnic intimidation and
assault or assault and battery March
7 in Almer Township.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $948 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Daunt S. Hyder II, 42, received a
one-year delayed sentence following
his convictions on charges of deliv-
ery/manufacture of 5 to 45 kilograms
of marijuana and possession of mar-
ijuana July 21 in Fremont Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,348 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Darwin E. Hetzer, 59, Clio, was

sentenced to five years and 11
months to 15 years in prison follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to two
counts of criminal sexual conduct,
second degree, involving a victim
under the age of 13 years, and to one
count of aggravated indecent expo-
sure between 2004 and 2012 in
Arbela Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $334.

*Mark W. Majors, 55, Vassar, was
sentenced to 93 days in jail, with
work release and worksite privi-
leges, following his pleas of guilty to
attempted carrying a concealed
weapon and operating a motor vehi-
cle while impaired Feb. 24 in Juniata
Township.

He was also placed on 36 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $966 plus restitu-
tion of $120 and attorneys fees of
$500.
*Robert J. Roution, 49, Lapeer, was

sentenced to 10 years and six months
to 15 years in prison following his
pleas of contest to three counts of
criminal sexual conduct, first degree,
involving a victim under the age of
13 years between 2010 and 2011 in
Millington Township.
He was also ordered to pay cost and

fines totaling $344.
*John S. Pearcy, 48, Hazel Park,

was sentenced to 18 months to 15
years in prison following his plea of
guilty to operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, Feb. 3 in Novesta
Township.  He was also convicted of

being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $198 plus restitution of $120.

*Christopher S. Glover, 47, Caro,
was sentenced to 90 days in jail
(deferred) and 12 months probation
following his plea of guilty to tam-
pering with an electronic monitoring
device Oct. 2 in Indianfields
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

In addition to probation, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $798 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*William P. Davis, 54, Caro, plead-
ed guilty to operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, April 16 in
Dayton Township.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(one prior felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $10,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Donnell M. Dudley, 22, San Jose,
Calif., pleaded guilty o charges of
attempted possession of metham-
phetamine/Ecstasy, possession of a
controlled substance and operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor April 17 in Wisner
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

“Our deputies then found out that
the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office
was investigating the theft of an
ATV.  Evidence found at the scene
connected the stolen 2014 Arctic Cat
Wildcat Limited Edition Trail
Model, owned by Albert Terpenning,
to our incidents,” said Hanson, who
added the ATV was valued at $6,000.

Investigators later said the reported
theft of a trailer in the Caro area June
27 may also have been connected
with the Huron and Sanilac county
crimes.

Continued from page one.

STOLEN PROPERTY recovered last week includ-

ed a tandem trailer along with a variety of con-

struction tools and equipment.

Theft spree

Continued from page one.

Race ends in
near tragedy

The accident occurred in Colfax
Township on West Richardson Road,
west of Lackie Road, with deputies
responding to the scene at about 3:30
p.m.

“(The) investigation is revealing
that a 1999 GMC pickup and a 2003
Chrysler car were both westbound
and attempting to race on the gravel
road at a high rate of speed,” Hanson
reported.  “The car, which was driv-
en by 21-year-old Mary M.
Mattingly of Bad Axe, lost control
and made contact with the pickup,
which was being driven by 21-year-
old Nicholas C. Redman of Elkton.
“When that occurred,” Hanson said,

“the pickup lost control and rolled
over, ejecting the passenger – 18-
year-old Stephen N. King of Burton
— who had been sitting on the pas-
senger side door’s window ledge,
with most of his body outside of the
pickup. Both (occupants) were taken
to Scheurer Hospital in Pigeon for
treatment.

“As for the car, it impacted with a
tree, ripping its motor out of it before
coming to rest,” the sheriff added.
“Surprisingly, no Jaws (of Life) were
needed to free the victims. The driv-
er was taken to Scheurer Hospital
and later transferred to a Bay City
area hospital with non-life threaten-
ing injuries. Her passengers, a 16-
year-old female from Bad Axe and a
12-year-old boy from Bad Axe, were
taken to the Huron Medical Center in
Bad Axe.”
The 12-year-old was later flown out

to a Flint area hospital with non-life
threatening injuries, according to
Hanson, who noted the investigation
is continuing.

The Central Huron Ambulance
Service, Elkton Ambulance Service,
Scheurer Ambulance Service and the
Bad Axe Area Fire Department all
assisted deputies at the scene.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro arrested a Tuscola
County motorist after he crashed his vehicle in a culvert and then fled offi-
cers early last week.

The incident occurred Monday evening along M-46 near Leix Road,
according to reports, which troopers were patrolling eastbound on M-46
when they witnessed a westbound Chevy S-10 cross the road centerline and
enter the eastbound lane of travel.  Troopers also noted the driver was not
wearing a seatbelt.
“It appeared the driver accelerated and then suddenly attempted to turn into

a private drive along M-46.  The driver lost control and crashed into a drive-
way culvert,” Post Commander First Lt. Mitch Krugielki said.  “The male
driver then got out, threw a beer bottle and ran into the woods.”
Troopers gave chase and a Michigan State Police K-9 unit was called to the

scene.
“The suspect driver was tracked for approximately one mile before being

located in a small, water-filled driveway culvert,” Krugielki said.  “The driv-
er, a 53-year-old male from Mayville, was arrested without further incident
and lodged at the Tuscola County Jail.”

Troopers declined to identify the man pending his formal arraignment in
Tuscola County District Court.

Driver tosses beer can, flees
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
say a Marlette woman suffered
injuries in a one-vehicle traffic crash
after she passed out while driving.

The accident occurred Tuesday
shortly before noon on Marlette
Road near Gosline Road, according
to deputies, who responded along
with Marlette police.

“The initial investigation revealed
that the driver had run off the road
onto the shoulder, then back onto the
road causing the vehicle to enter the
south ditch of Marlette Road and out

into a field. The vehicle rolled over
and ended back upright on its wheels
after coming to rest,” said Lt.
Charlene Washkevich.  “The driver,
66-year-old Melvyne Carpenter of
Marlette was transported to Marlette
Hospital for treatment.

“During the on-scene investigation,
it was determined that the driver
passed out due to a medical condi-
tion and did have her seatbelt on.
After interviewing the driver it was
confirmed that the driver was not
feeling well before the accident and
that alcohol was ruled out as a fac-
tor,” Washkevich added.

Sanilac woman injured in crash
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Just read the
news, Barbie

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

This column is probably going to sound like it’s laced with whining,
but only because it is.

And, no, I’m not going to address the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling
on gay marriage, because I’m far too frustrated with the fact that
many of those running victory laps over the decision are the loudest
when it comes to demanding tolerance, but demonstrate little, if any,
tolerance when they encounter someone who doesn’t share their
opinion.  Meanwhile, some Christians have forgotten that Christ
charged everyone to love their brothers, not judge them (or verbally
attack them with hateful barbs), while others seem to be lost in some
sort of new Christianity that preaches pretty much any behavior is
acceptable today.  Really?

But I digress, this time before I’ve even started.
My whine da jour is all about national television news broadcasts

and how a number of those attractive, dressed-to-the nines “journal-
ists” have absolutely confirmed my preference for newspapers when
I’m in the mood to catch up on the day’s events.  Local TV news
teams do a better job, but the nature of broadcast journalism leaves
the viewer with too many unanswered questions.

Anyway, I wonder, is there a national broadcast news team any-
where out there with a member who attended a legitimate journalism
school?  I mean, virtually every NEWS story I’m hearing comes with
a side of editorial comment.

One very attractive young woman, for example, is reporting on a
handful of NFL teams who are in some sort of airspace trouble with
the feds over their use of drones to video their practices, and her sec-
ond or third line goes something like, “The Patriots are among the
teams being looked at.  Big surprise there, right?”
I’m sorry, lady, but I’m really not interested in your snarky ad libs –

they belong in a conversation with your girlfriends at the bar, not
while reading that teleprompter.
At the risk of dating myself, back in the day, television news broad-

casters at one time routinely offered editorials to their audiences, but
they did so after making it clear they were going to present an opin-
ion piece.  These days, Barbie and Ken at the news desk just toss in
their opinions whenever the mood strikes them.  It’s pretty entertain-
ing.  Not.

Can you imagine the reaction if small town papers presented the
news like that today?

“Farmer John Doe was stopped by state police troopers Thursday
after witnesses reported seeing his tractor weaving across the road in
front of his 1,000-acre hay field.  Doe claimed his tractor struck a
rock and broke an axle. 
“Troopers questioned Doe, which is understandable considering he’s

known to drink.  Which is probably why his hay field looks like three
miles of bad road.”
Of course, I may be exaggerating a bit there.  Truthfully, though, sto-

ries published in small town papers decades ago often resembled
mini-soap operas, complete with the personal goings on of local res-
idents and their neighbors.

But that was then.
I long for the sort of news I used to watch as a kid, led by real news-

men such as Walter Cronkite, who anchored the CBS Evening News
for nearly 20 years and at one time was considered “the most trusted
man in America.”  

Cronkite earned that title by presenting facts in a very human way,
but also in a manner that left his audience with the responsibility of
forming their own opinions.  And he did so while covering some seri-
ously heavy-duty headlines – combat in Vietnam, Watergate and the
Iran Hostage Crisis, for example.

I shudder to think of how Fox News would have handled those sto-
ries.

Probably with a heaping helping of editorializing.  Big surprise
there, right?

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Members of the St. Agatha
Catholic Church have been work-
ing on dresses for girls in Africa
since March. The garments will be
sent there this week. Some of the
volunteers making dresses were:
Marry Ellen Rockefeller, Edna
Kujawski, Donna LaFave, Shirley
Lubaczewski, Regina Salcido,
Marie Goslin, Marge Goslin and
Sister Dorthy Ann Blasko.

One of the many services the
Rawson Memorial Library started
in the mid-1970s continues today.
Home delivery was begun to try to
reach those patrons who were
unable to come to the library.
Today, Marge Feebish provides
this monthly service to many in our
area. Books, movies, audio books,
magazines and large print items are
all selected based on the patrons’
wants and needs and are delivered
right to their door. 
With temperatures hovering in the

low 90s recently, what could be
more refreshing than a nice, cold
ice cream cone? There are many
flavors to choose from; chocolate,
vanilla, strawberry, chocolate chip
cookie dough, mint, and so many
more. But everyone has that one
flavor they always have to have
every time they go to an ice cream
shop. While visiting the Main
Street Grill recently, Erica Darr,
19, of Cass City, commented her
favorite flavor of ice cream was
Mint Chocolate Chip. “It is just the
best tasting (flavor),” she said.
Cass City resident Chris Vatter, 21,
said his favorite is the Superman
flavor. “I like all the colors,” he
added. Deford resident Mike Hill,
23, likes the good, old-fashioned
taste of vanilla. “It’s just my
favorite. It’s good,” he said.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

It was a novel, successful way to
observe the first birthday of Seth
Kappen, son of Valerie and Robert
Kappen, who was born on
Memorial Day 2004. With the help
of his uncle, Rich Rabideau, 50
balloons were launched. Aided by
a stiff wind, one traveled about 300
miles and was recovered the next
day near Bath, New York.

Craig Emmert of Cass City has
been named to the academic dean’s
list at Milligan College, Tennessee,
for the spring semester. Emmert,
the son of Chuck and Amy Emmert
of Cass City, is a senior majoring
in history and secondary education
at Milligan College. He is sched-
uled to graduate in December.

The top 3 finishers in the 4 divi-
sions of the Raymond James
Financial Services Youth Golf
Tournaments included: Michael
Mulligan, Kelby Rowell, Drew
Loomis, Keaton Zimmerman,
Brandon Dean, Brad Cockerill,
Kyler Reid, Cody Collings, Ryan
Biddinger, Brett McBride, Ryan
Ross and Kelton Roth. Special
awards were presented to Matt
Hallwood for recording the longest
drive and closest to the pin contests
and Kurt Hanby for holing the
longest putt. 

The Helen Stevens Memorial
Pool lifeguard staff for 2005
includes: Cameron Lautner, Josh
Rosenthal, Renee Maurer, Elise
Pasant, Katie Hacker, Allie
Hillaker, Adam Wentworth, Nathan
Haag, Megan O’Dell, Paul
Hoelzle, Libby Doerr, Becca
Bennett and Courtney Rabideau,
Jessica Treiber, Megan Avery, Amy
Howard, Sara Hobbs, Kayla
Wentworth and Kyle Sieradzki.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Dean M. Whittaker of Cass City
was recently named to the
Academic Honors List at Spring
Arbor College, Spring Arbor.
Whittaker achieved a 4.0 grade
point average during the spring
semester of 1990. A sophomore at
the college, he is pursuing a major
in computer science. Whittaker is
the son of Wayne and Evelyn
Whittaker.

Cass City Lions Club President
Dave Dunn presented fellow club
member John Maharg with a
plaque honoring the Cass City res-
ident as Lion of the year.

Two area women represented
Cass City at the 50th Zonta
International Convention, held in
Dallas, Texas. They are Connie
Schwaderer and Betty Hurst, who
drove the distance with Janet
Francis, also of Cass City, who
helped with the driving and then
visited with her son and his family

in Fort Worth. According to
Schwaderer and Hurst, 2,417
Zontians and their families, repre-
senting 54 countries worldwide,
were greeted at their first meeting
by a letter from President George
Bush. The group also was wel-
comed by the mayor of Dallas.
Hurst explained the project con-
tributed $600,000 for the 1986-88
biennium for the education and
training of women in Argentina,
Botswana, Mexico, Thailand and
Zimbabwe, An additional commit-
ment of $4OO,OOO was set to
assist women in Brazil, Honduras,
the Philippines and Sierre Leone,
and a new pledge of $500,000 will
be used in projects in India, Togo
and Egypt.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

George and Royeen Heins were
crowned king and queen of the
Cass City 4th of July festival. The
Heinses were the only couple to
campaign for the honor after three
other pairs dropped out. They won
a weekend in Traverse City for
their efforts. 

Barbara Taylor, daughter of
Theresa Taylor, Ubly, graduated
with honors and a bachelor of arts
degree from Central Michigan
University. While at CMU she
majored in pre-school child devel-
opment. Miss Taylor is pursuing
employment in the child develop-
ment field. She said she would like
to work with a nursery school or
head-start program. At present she
is living at home in Ubly.
Kris Erickson reigned as queen of

the Owendale 75th Anniversary.
She will be a senior at Owen-Gage
High School this fall.

David R. Opal of Cass City has
been chosen as one of the
Outstanding Young Men of
America by the United States
Jaycees. The award is in recogni-
tion of the achievements of young
men age 21-31. It honors their out-
standing civic and professional
contributions to their community.
Opal serves as administrator for
the Huron County Medical Care
Facility in Bad Axe. He has also
served on various civic and profes-
sional organizations.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Prospects for the Cass City
municipal swimming pool took a
giant step forward last week when
Robert H. Keating announced that
the Stevens estate, which will fund
the lion’s share of construction, has
been declared non-taxable. 

Pick up an old Aspen log, a few
stray two by fours and two by sixes
and a file and a chisel and you can
come up with a unique yard deco-
ration. You can if you have the
unique talent of Virgil Spry, 48, of
Deford. That old log is now a can-
non that sets just under the flagpole
in his yard. You won’t find a dupli-
cate of this cannon anywhere, Spry
says with a grin. The lean, slightly
greying artist with the chisel
revealed that the cannon pattern
was made in his head and is a com-
posite of several models he’s seen.

The Wickes Agriculture elevator
(formerly Michigan Bean) in Cass
City will be enlarged this summer
with the addition of two huge con-
crete silos adjoining the present
silo plant, according to Robert
Wischmeyer, local manager. The
new silos will add 250,000 bushels
of space to the present 150,000
bushels in the present.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Greenleaf township voters will
decide whether or not a 20-year old
township man will be allowed to
open a half-mile stock car track.
The track is a project of Thomas
Kostanko, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Kostanko of rural Cass
City. Young Kostanko, a Pontiac
Motors employee, has announced
his intention to build a half-mile
stock car track on M-53, an eighth
of a mile north of M-81. He is
expected to start work on the track
sometime late this summer and
will probably have it ready for the
next season. Besides the dirt track,
Kostanko will also have a refresh-
ment stand and bleachers. The
entrance, and parking will be off
M-53.

Marilyn Suranye of Caro is lead-
ing her nearest opponent by 10
books in the continuing contest for
the coveted queen’s crown of the
week-long Cass City Area

Centennial, July 17-24. Miss
Suranye has sold and turned in a
total of 130 queen’s ticket books.
In close pursuit with 120 books
sold is Mrs. Dwaine Peters of Cass
City. 

David Asher, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Alden Asher of Cass City, was one
of two boys attending a Detroit
Piston basketball clinic at Caro to
win a basketball for performance.
Asher received the ball for being
the most improved player attend-
ing his session. The clinic features
instruction by Detroit Piston play-
ers with the aid of area coaches,
including John Oswald of Cass
City.

“It was fun, good fun and I
enjoyed myself,” said Jim Burk,
about his recent trip across the
country which he won through the
second annual boys’ contest spon-
sored by the IGA. “We went to
Disneyland, Knott’s Berry Farm,
Marineland and saw a baseball
game between the Dodgers and the
Mets.”

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Over one hundred children gath-
ered at a number of rural schools in
this vicinity Monday morning and
were transported by bus and car to
the Cass City Baptist Church to
attend the opening meeting of the
Bible School which is being held
there this week and next. The chil-
dren who came from their homes in
Cass City brought the total enroll-
ment for the first day up to 141. On
Tuesday it was 190 and on
Wednesday 213. The Bible School
is interdenominational and is under
the leadership of Mr. and Mrs.
Leland Connor of the Rural Bible
Mission.
The recent completion of the one-

story brick building, 126 by 60 feet
in size, which joins the milk con-
densing plant of The Nestle’s Milk
Products, Inc., in Cass City makes
possible space which wiI1 permit
the storage of as much as 25 car-
loads of sugar at a time.

Donald Herdell of Argyle, who
purchased the Lee Block on the
corner of Main and West Streets,
from the S. W. Striffler Estate sev-
eral months ago, has employed
workmen to tear down the building
to make room for a combination
car sales and gas service station
building which will be erected this
summer. Work started this week in
dismantling the Lee Block. The
new building will be 45’ by 70’ feet
in size, one story, and will be con-
structed of cement blocks surfaced
with a snow-white covering. The
building will have a store front
with plate glass windows and
rounded corners and will be mod-
ernly equipped. Fred Morris of
Cass City will be the local manag-
er and it is planned to have it ready
for business by September 1. Mr.
Herdell says that he plans to handle
Dodge and Plymouth cars.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

The Chronicle presents a page of
facts this week regarding the Cass
City schools. The articles were
written by Superintendent Leavens
and others interested in the welfare
of the local schools.  The work in
agriculture for the year was new
and of necessity not as complete as
could be made. Warren’s Elements
of Agriculture was completed and
practical experiments carried out in
grafting, budding, seed germina-
tion and analysis, seed corn testing
and judging, osmosis, and milk
testing. The Latin and German of
the school have been very success-
ful in the year just closed and we
are sure there can be no criticism as
to the quality of the instruction.
The work of the science depart-
ment has been the completion of
the regular prescribed courses of
study in physics (40 weeks), chem-
istry (40 weeks) and botany,
Zoology, physiography and physi-
ology, each 20 weeks. The study
and text book work has been sup-
plemented by laboratory work, all
experiments explaining the work
have been performed and in botany
an herbarium of 35 specimens was
required. The math department
covers algebra, geometry, higher
arithmetic and book keeping. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Area residents celebrated

More than 300 area kids enjoyed a free lunch sponsored by Cass City
Public Schools and the USDA in conjunction with the Summer Mania
activities held Friday

THE RAWSON MEMORIAL District Library Book Cart Drill Team returned to this year’s grand parade, much to the delight of
parade goers young and old. 

CASS CITY celebrated 150 years by launching 150 balloons during Friday’s
Sesquicentennial event. 

ABBY ROMSTAD of Cass City,  tests her

strength on one of the inflatables at Rotary

Park. 

MORE THAN 300 area residents and visitors gathered together Sunday morning on Seeger Street, just north of Main Street for the Cass City Worship

Experience. Several local congregations partnered to share musical and drama talents along with speakers during the service, which celebrated the vil-

lage’s sesquicentennial anniversary and honored the nation’s servicemen and women as well as emergency response personnel.
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Cass City’s Freedom Festival

AREA YOUNGSTERS (from left) Noelle
Klaus- Tiny Miss Sparkler, Graham Klaus-
Terrific Toddler Boy, and  Abigail
VanderElzen - Young Miss Firecracker, were
among the winners in this year’s Freedom
Festival Pageant

JOEY SPICER of Ubly (left) gets ready to enjoy a free snowcone.

MAGICIAN Gordon Russ with the help of Cass

City’s Janelle Hartwick perform a trick during the

magic show.

COUSINS Aubrey Boyce (left) and Courtney Forster enjoy

a ride at the Mapleleaf Amusements carnival held at the

park Thursday night.

HOW HIGH CAN YOU SWING? Olivia Krueger, 10, of Cass City (left),

Angela Forster and son Corbin Forster, 6, Gagetown, all enjoyed the swing

ride at the carnival held in Cass City Recreational Park on Thursday.

CASS CITY LIONS Club members

were busy early Saturday, preparing

for their annual Freedom Festival

Chicken BBQ Dinner, served appro-

priately at the Lions Pavilion at the

park after the parade.

THREE-ON-THREE basketball action sizzled on the courts

at Cass City Recreational Park, where teams competed in

the Fire in the Sky tournament Saturday following the

parade.

THE YOUNG AND young at heart,
including three-year-old Nevaeh
Stevens, daughter of Mike and
Erica Stevens, Cass City, enjoyed
the Maplewood Petting Zoo.

PAYTON ROMSTAD and Brianna Mester take a big swing at each other

in one of the many inflatables set up in Rotary Park during the Summer

Mania celebration Friday.

READY, SET, GO! Local res-

idents participated in the

annual Hills and Dales 8K

Run, 5K Run/Walk &

Toddler Trot.



PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2015

� �

��
�	�������������

������������&��!���&��
������	� �������#$!��&��
�������� ���

� � � � � � � � �

������������	��
����

��������������	�������������������������������

������
������������	�����������������������������
����������������������������������������
�����

�������� �� ����%�"� �������!

����� ��� �	� �"����� �!

� ��!�� ����"�� �����%���������!
	�������"�

�� $�!��#���� !
��%�� &�

�# !�!��%����"!��!�� $�!������"�� �
%����(!�����!!� ��!


"�������!"���!
	��"������"��!

������������$� !� &��"��!�

�����'�� ��"��!

��������� ������"�% ����������
�# ���!�!����������$� ��

A CREW FROM Zimmerman Farms took advantage of dry, sunny weather

over the weekend to cut, rake and harvest hay in a field at the corner of

Deckerville and Crawford roads, just east of Deford.

Continued from page one.

an article in the online Cass City Chronicle archives through the Rawson
Memorial District Library website.
The story, published in July 1983, announced plans for the first-ever “Main

Street Owendale” festival, sponsored by the Owendale Community Club.  
Brinkman posted the article on her “You Know You Are from Owendale,

MI, When…” page on Facebook, then went to work on pursuing a commu-
nity celebration this year.

“It’s our 110th birthday, and there hasn’t been a festival in Owendale since
the early 1980s,” Brinkman said, adding the committee started sending out
requests for sponsorship last spring to help cover expenses.  “There isn’t
really a lot of cost; less than $2,000, probably.”

Brinkman indicated the response to those requests has been great, making
it possible to plan a number of activities over the coming weekend.
Friday’s bratwurst roast will kick off at 5 p.m. and continue through 7 p.m.,

with area classic car enthusiasts invited to cruise into town and show off
their classic vehicles from 5 to 9 p.m.

Saturday’s events include a 3K fun walk/run at 8 a.m. (start and finish at
the village park), a craft sale/farmers market from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the
high school gym, and a Lions Club donut and coffee gathering from 9 to
10:30 a.m. in the high school cafeteria.
A grand parade is scheduled to get underway at 11 a.m., following by a trib-

ute to veterans at noon, and a firemen’s Jaws of Life demonstration and
LifeNet Helicopter landing from 1 to 2 p.m.  The Bill Denbrock Big Band
will be featured in the village park from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.  There will be
kids’ activities, crafts, inflatables, wagon rides, sidewalk art and a magic
show from 2 to 4 p.m. on the west lawn of the high school.

In the park, the Eastern Michigan Music Makers are scheduled to perform
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m., Paula (Good) Ralph will be performing dulcimer
music starting at 3:30 p.m., and an ice cream social sponsored by the
Owendale United Methodist Church will run from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.  The
community choir will present a patriotic tribute from 6 to 7 p.m., also at the
park, and the weekend will close after “A Night at the Races” at the nearby
Silver Bullet Speedway starting at 7 p.m.
Committee members’ enthusiasm over hosting a town-wide celebration has

spread, according to Brinkman, who said local residents have been cleaning
up and fixing up, as well as decorating their homes with banners and flags.
“The pride and excitement behind it has been fun to watch,” she said.

Brinkman acknowledged that organizing even a small-scale festival
involves plenty of work, but she and her fellow committee members figure
it will be worth every meeting they’ve attended and every phone call and
sponsorship letter they mailed. 

“It’s just the way everyone pitches in.  Each part is small, but altogether
it’ll end up being a nice two-day festival,” she said.  “We’re looking forward
to it.”

Owendale gearing up to
host bash this weekend

Barcia offered Owendale tribute
during area’s 125th anniversary  
Then-U.S. Rep. James A. Barcia paid tribute to the village of Owendale and

Brookfield Township during the area’s 125th anniversary back in 1993.
The following was part of Barcia’s speech, which focused on the history of

the community:

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the village of Owendale during
its 125th Brookfield Township anniversary festival. In the year of its begin-
ning, 1868, the village of Owendale did not exist. Most of the area was
known as the Columbia Swamp. Owendale is a small village in Huron
County the Columbia Swamp. Owendale is a small village in Huron County
in the midst of a rich agricultural region. The Chippewa Indians were the
original settlers of the area, much of which was swamp land.

Andrew Hosea Burton entered his homestead claim on Nov. 25, 1865, in
Brookfield Township. He assumed an active role in the organization of the
township and was permitted to name it Brookfield in memory of his native
place in New York.
In 1882, Mr. John G. Owen of Saginaw purchased about 1,000 acres of tim-

ber land in the Columbia Swamp. Upon completion of the Pontiac, Oxford
and Northern Railroad in 1883, Mr. Owen erected a saw mill. This mill was
said to be one of the finest and largest sawmills in Michigan. In 1887, Owen
had the lands of the present site of Owendale surveyed by Quincy A.
Thomas, a civil engineer and surveyor. The parks, alleys, and streets were
dedicated, by Owen, to the public for their perpetual use.

By November 1901, Owendale became the terminus of the stub end of the
Michigan Central Railway. Charles Montague of Caro was instrumental in
getting this railroad to Owendale to haul sugar beets to the factory estab-
lished in Caro. At that time there were not many inhabitants in the village,
although the businessmen were trying to give the place a boom.

The success of these businessmen led to the incorporation of Owendale as
a village in 1905.

About 1914 a cooperative shipping association was formed, with W.F.
Kretzschmer as manager and William C. Pobanz as secretary and treasurer.
Kretzschmer would line up cattle from the farmers to ship by train to Detroit,
receiving a certain commission on the cattle sold. About 1918, the Shebeon
Creek was dredged out to drain the lands through the former Columbia
Swamp. A dipper dredge, with a portable gasoline engine, was used. This
land, when satisfactorily drained, became part of the richest farm land in the
state.
In 1921, Harold Ricker built a theater, situated in the block which had pre-

viously burned. His sister, Erma Ricker, played the organ to accompany the
silent movies. Several other changes were made to the village in the 1920’s.
Electric light equipment for the streets was purchased, with street lights to
be turned out at 10 pm Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday nights. Art
Ricker erected a gas station on the corner of Main and Fourth in 1924. This
was incorporated as Art and Duff Oil Co. when Lawrence Dufty later bought
part of the business. They later added a trucking firm, trucking cattle to
Detroit.

The vast amount of mechanization by the 1930’s brought even more
changes to the area. With the use of tractors, farmers were now able to raise,
and likewise sell, more corps. The Michigan Bean Co. became the second
largest receiver of navy beans in the nation. Sugar beets were now hauled to
the sugar plants by truck, or tractor and wagon. The Great Depression of the
1930’s caused many problems in the rural area, with many farmers losing
their farms. By the late 1930’s as the economy began to emerge from the
Depression, farmers began buying more tractors.

During the 1940’s, combines were beginning to be seen on some farms.
These first combines were pulled by tractors. Some had gasoline motors,
which supplied the power to operate, while power take-off supplied the
power to run others. During World War II, there were not many changes in
the methods of farming, but farm prices were at an all-time high, and the
community prospered.
In the fall of 1946, Automotive Industries established a factory in the build-

ing which had formerly been occupied by G.V. Black General Store. Much
remodeling took place throughout the years, and some new buildings were
erected. The manufacturing of armrests was the principle function from the
time the factory began, until they were outmoded by rotational molding in
1958. In the mid 1960’s they began manufacturing sun visors, starting out
making them for one company and, eventually, for four companies. The fac-
tory averaged about 100 employees, with about 50 percent being residents
of the immediate vicinity and the rest commuting from the outlying towns.

Today, with the large drainage ditches and tile, Owendale boasts as being
Michigan’s leading agricultural township, with all 36 square miles under
cultivation with the exception of a few small patches of woodland.
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SOMATOM Perspective
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CT Scanner
from Siemens Medical Solutions

For more information, call  989-872-2121

Hills & Dales 
General Hospital 
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Thumb area to install this technology 
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to our patients!
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 Faster Image Reconstruction 
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Mature Tree Line Farway An Easy Walk!

SSPPEECCIIAALLSS
2 People, 9 Holes w/Cart:

WWAALLKKIINNGG SSPPEECCIIAALLSS
Monday or Friday before 4 p.m.

9 Holes $6 or 18 Holes $9

Saturday & Sunday after 4 p.m.
$11 per person

ALL DAY
Friday

$11 per person

BEFORE 4 P.M.
Monday

$11 per person
Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday

$12 per person

Since 1928
M-81 Caro, Michigan

989-673-7797

White - 67.8
Slope - 117

Red - 69.8
Slope - 114
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6625 Third St., Gagetown - (989) 665-9971

HOURS
Mon.-Sat. 

8 a.m. - 9 p.m.
Sundays

8 a.m.-8 p.m.
KITCHEN
open daily
Breakfast
Lunch
Dinner

Daily Special

Banquet room & motel rooms available 

MONDAYS
$10 with cart until 4 p.m.

TUESDAYS-WEDNESDAYS-FRIDAYS
9 holes: $15 with cart ~ 18 holes: $23 with cart

THURSDAYS
2 for 1 ~ $18 with cart until 4 p.m.
SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS

9 holes: $17 with cart ~ 18 holes: $26 with cart
TWILIGHT

After 6 p.m.:  $12 with cart
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

Artistic Endeavors Gallery in Cass
City will be hosting its next Second
Friday event July 10 from 6 to 8 p.m.
at the gallery, located behind the
Cass City branch of Frankenmuth
Credit Union.

The event will feature Mayville
artists Cassandra Thompson and
Larissa Thompson.

“I use photography as a means of
seeing past the chaos of life, grasp-
ing detail in the world, and capturing
the beauty that surrounds me,”
Cassandra Thomas said of her artis-
tic work.  “My goal is to create
images that draw attention to the
things most people overlook.

“Joy, beauty, and wonder are those
things which I wish to capture and
strive to share through my art, for
they depict life at its roots,” she
added.  “This life throws so much at
us that we tend to ignore those small-
er moments in life. I look for those
moments and long to share the beau-
ty that is contained in them with oth-
ers around me. Joy can be found in
so many things of this world, from
the smile of a newborn to the unend-
ing gaze between a married couple
of many years. I want to capture that
joy, so that others can share in it.

“Along with this joy is the beauty
and wonder that shows forth from
those moments that simply take your
breath away,” Cassandra said.  “The
sun cutting through the morning fog
to highlight the fall colors reminds
you why you get up to start a new
day.

“I enjoy finding photographs that
capture moments.  Whether by way
of a portrait that captures mood and
personality through expression, as
well as composition and light or
striking moments in nature, I strive
to convey the emotion and mood of
the subject and encapsulate the
whole vision of life,” she said.  “I am

Gallery gearing up to host Mayville artists
inspired by the many moments lost
to busy life styles, and the failure to
step back in order to take in our sur-
roundings.  I hope to capture those
moments, retain them, and share
them.  My art is cultivated by my

desire to preserve and to emphasize
these beautiful and cherishable
moments in life.”

Larissa Thompson recently earned
an associate’s degree in both art and
fine art, as well as her certificate in
art and design from Mott
Community College of Flint.

“I have a deep passion for the arts
and always am excited to share this
love and joy with others,” she said.
“In my art I focus on the beauty in
the world around us. So often we get
caught up in our life with the social
or economic issues of today that we
tend to forget or overlook the beauty
that exists around us.
“In my art I wish to take a step back

from the busy ugly parts of the world
and to capture the little beautiful
parts,” Larissa explained.  “It’s these
small things, such as the vivid colors
of a sunset, the playful nature of ani-
mals, a single flower in a field, or
just the results of the first harvest’s
pickings on the table, that often get
overlooked. Yet these are the things

that can bring the most joy and beau-
ty into our lives. Through my art, I
want to capture and replicate these
wonderful little things, so that I may
share them with others who may
then also experience the emotions

embedded in them. 
“Nature plays a prominent role in

my art. I love animals and find it fas-
cinating how the textures and colors
are so diverse yet harmonious in
nature,” she added.  “My artwork
displays a wide range of mediums;
anything from pencil drawings and
paintings, to digital work, and sculp-
ture. I always try to find the best
medium to represent my subject.
Most of my work, however, consists
of drawings and paintings. I have a
passion for drawing and find it easi-
est to portray my subjects through
this.

Although her medium may change,
Larissa says her style remains con-
sistent.

“Showing detail, reality and a natu-
ralist style; I also like alter subtle
things in order to better portray emo-
tion or characteristics. For example,
by exaggerating the length of a swal-
low’s tail feathers, its graceful ele-
gance in flight is better shown,” she
said.

Cassandra Thompson Larissa Thompson
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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