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THE G’SHERIM INTERNS, including Cass

City native Tyler Perry (back row, far left), are

pictured above with the city of Las Vegas in the

background.  Perry recently completed a nine-

month ministry internship organized by The

Friends of Israel and has been approved to serve

the organization as a G’sherim trainer.  He will

be moving to Las Vegas to train other young

Evangelical Christians in the importance of

reaching out to the Jewish community and sup-

porting Israel. (See story, page 6)

Freak accidents claim
two lives in Huron Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Investigators say freak accidents claimed the lives of a Davison man and a
Huron County resident last Wednesday.

Troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro reported that Huron
County Central Dispatch received a call at about 7:30 p.m. from Bay Shore
Marina near Bay Port, where a witness reported a male floating in the water
and bleeding from the head.

Troopers along with the Caseville Police Department, Huron County
Sheriff’s deputies, Fairhaven Township Fire Department and Scheurer
Ambulance responded to the scene, where emergency responders were able
to get the 70-year-old victim out of the water and begin administering CPR.

The man, later identified as Anthony Marvin Kautz, was transported to
Scheurer Hospital in Pigeon, where he later died.

“It was determined that the victim fell from his dock and struck his head
before entering the water,” Sgt. Brian McComb said.  “The victim was in the
water for approximately 15 minutes prior to emergency personnel arriving.”

Troopers noted the Huron County Medical Examiner’s Office and
Fairhaven Township Police Department also assisted at the scene.

Drowning

Earlier in the day, Huron County Sheriff’s deputies reported the death of
84-year-old Loren F. Stein in a lawn mowing accident at 8901 Geiger Rd. in
Winsor Township.
“Stein was cutting grass near a steep ditch on a Simplicity zero-turn mower

in front of his house when apparently he got too close to the edge and slid
down the ditch bank, with it eventually rolling over,” Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson said.  “When that occurred, Mr. Stein ended up underneath the
mower, which came to rest in the bottom of the ditch, which was filled with
water.

“The cause of death is appearing to be drowning,” Hanson added.
The Winsor Township Fire Department, Scheurer Ambulance and Pigeon

Police Department all assisted deputies at the scene.

Foundation awards
total $109,308 in
latest funding cycle

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Community
Foundation (TCCF) officials pre-
sented more than $100,000 in fund-
ing to various groups during the
organization’s annual spring grant
award session Friday at the Tuscola
Technology Center in Caro.

“TCCF is truly rising to the occa-
sion of fulfilling its mission of help-
ing to make Tuscola County a better
place to live,” commented Ken
Micklash, executive director of the
TCCF.

The foundation, which started out
with three funds when it was estab-
lished in 1998, today oversees a
whopping 90 funds – roughly half of
them scholarships, according to
Micklash.

Today, the TCCF boasts assets of
more than $10 million, with com-
bined annual distributions of about
$450,000 via spring and fall grant
cycles.  “With this year’s distribution
of scholarships and grants,”
Micklash noted, “it (total distribu-
tions to-date) will probably hit $3
million by the end of the year.”

Last week’s distribution totaled
$109,308.

Funds were awarded to the follow-
ing recipients:
*Janks (William and Ruth) Fund —

$12,882 to the Caro Area District
Library (replace 15 public Internet
and four circulation computers);
$2,500 to St. Paul Lutheran
Church/Fixin’ Up The Thumb
Servant Event (purchase building
materials to rehab elderly and dis-

Please turn to page 16.

Family Fun Day, 5K run

Child Advocacy Center of Tuscola
County gearing up for fundraisers 

Let’s do Lunch!

State officials moving quickly to
address confirmed case of CWD

TUSCOLA COUNTY

FFA member and

Kingston High School

Valedictorian Clay

Daily (right) helps dis-

tribute flats of vegetable

plants to county senior

citizens during a recent

project sponsored by

both the FFA and the

Human Development

Commission (HDC).

(See story, page 16)

Garden is served...

Please turn to page 6.

The Michigan departments of
Natural Resources (DNR) and
Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD) are moving quickly to
address the recent confirmation of
the state’s first case of chronic wast-
ing disease (CWD) in a free-ranging
whitetailed deer.

Officials with both agencies report-
ed a free-ranging deer in Meridian
Township (Ingham County) has test-
ed positive for CWD, a fatal neuro-
logical disease that affects whitetails,
mule deer, elk and moose. 
This is the first time the disease has

been found in Michigan’s free-rang-
ing deer population. In 2008 a white-
tailed deer from a privately owned
cervid (POC) facility in Kent County
tested positive for CWD.

The infected free-ranging deer was
observed last month wandering
around a Meridian Township resi-

dence and showing signs of illness.
The homeowner contacted the
Meridian Township Police
Department, which sent an officer to
euthanize the animal. The deer was
collected by a DNR wildlife biolo-
gist and delivered for initial testing
to the DNR Wildlife Disease
Laboratory at the Michigan State
University Diagnostic Center for
Population and Animal Health in
Lansing.

After initial tests were positive,
samples were forwarded to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s
National Veterinary Services
Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, for final
confirmation. The Michigan DNR
has since received that positive con-
firmation.

To-date, there is no evidence that
chronic wasting disease presents any
risk to non-cervids, including

humans, either through contact with
an infected animal or from handling
contaminated venison. However, as a
precaution, the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and the World
Health Organization recommend that
infected animals not be consumed as
food by either humans or domestic
animals.

“This is the first case of chronic
wasting disease to be confirmed in a
free-ranging Michigan white-tailed
deer,” said DNR Director Keith
Creagh.

“While it is a disappointing day for
Michigan, the good news is that we
are armed with a thoughtfully crafted
response plan,” Creagh said. “We are
working with other wildlife experts
at the local, regional, state and feder-
al level, using every available
resource, to determine the extent of

Free summer meal program
for youth begins next week  

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Don’t tell Shari Bock there’s no such thing as a free lunch.  
Bock, food service director for the Cass City Public Schools, has been coor-

dinating the preparation of free meals for thousands of Thumb area young-
sters during the summer months over the past several years.  And she’s gear-
ing up to get started all over again this month.

It’s no secret this time of year is exciting for area children waiting for the
last bell of the school year.  Summer vacation marks the beginning of activ-
ities such as play dates with friends, time on the ball field, a week at camp,
or a family vacation.  But for many children who receive free and reduced-
price meals at school, summer can mean hunger.

“Just as learning does not end when school lets out, neither does a child’s
need for good nutrition,” said Bock, who along with her staffers and a crew
of volunteers provide free meals to kids during the summer as part of the
USDA Summer Food Service Program.  For the eighth year, local school
officials are sponsoring the Let’s Do Lunch! program.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Amber R. Spencer is looking for a
few good superheroes.  You needn’t
possess super powers to apply – just
a pair of running shoes and a willing-
ness to participate in a fundraiser
that will benefit Tuscola County’s
youngest victims of sexual and phys-
ical abuse.

Spencer is executive director of the
Child Advocacy Center of Tuscola
County (CACTC), which will be
hosting its second annual Family
Fun Day and 5K Superhero Run
Friday, June 12, to raise funds in sup-
port of the CACTC.
The Family Fun Day will take place

at McDonald’s Restaurant in Caro
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The 5K
Superhero Run will kick off at 6:30
p.m. at the Tuscola County
Fairgrounds, also in Caro.

The Family Fun Day will offer a

full day of free activities, including a
Ronald McDonald Magic Show at
noon; Michigan State Police, K-9,
sheriff’s department vehicle and fire
truck displays; child ID kits; a
bounce house; face painting; arts and
crafts, a dunk tank and a bake sale.
“’One Time, one Place, one Person:

Superheroes Making a Difference’ is
the theme of our 5K event.  This is
everyone’s chance to make a differ-
ence and be a superhero,” Spencer
said, adding the entry fee is $25
through Thursday, June 11, and $30
after that.  Participants, who are
invited to wear their favorite cos-
tumes, can register at http://childad-
vocacycentersuperherorun.itsyour-
race.com/register.

The CACTC is this region’s only
organization designed to provide a
coordinated response to child abuse
allegations and conduct forensic
interviews with alleged victims of
child sexual and physical abuse.

“Our center officially opened its
doors in March 2013, began opera-
tions in April 2013, and by
December forensically interviewed
135 children alleging sexual and/or
severe physical abuse,” Spencer
said.  “In 2014, our center forensical-
ly interviewed 223 child victims of
sexual and physical abuse. Thus far
in 2015, our center has forensically
interviewed 100 child victims.  As
you can see there is a critical need.

Spencer added the CACTC was
established with the goal of serving
as a place of hope for sexually and/or
severely physically abused children
from Tuscola County.

“The center provides a safe, child-
friendly place for children to make
difficult but truthful disclosures one
time-one place, to one specially
trained person,” she explained.  “Our
center provides a coordinated
response to child abuse allegations.”

The coordinated response is in the
form of a multi-disciplinary team
consisting of prosecutors, law
enforcement representatives, a vic-
tim advocate, Child Protective
Service workers, a medical examiner
and mental health service providers. 

“Our center provides this specially
designed process that spares the
child the unnecessary pain and trau-
ma of traveling to intimidating
offices and retelling their story over
and over again, which in the past has
been up to 15 times,” Spencer said.
“Our MDT effectively investigates,
prosecutes, and helps treat child sex-
ual and/or severe physical abuse.
The CACTC is changing the child
abuse system.”

At the same time, the center is a
non-profit, tax-exempt agency that
relies heavily on fundraising events
to help pay the bills.

Last year, the combined Family
Fund Day and 5K run brought in
more than $8,600.

“Family Fun Day raised $1,425.77
and McDonald’s donated $2,000,”
Spencer noted.  “The Superhero Run
net income was $5,195.58.  Last
year, the Superhero Run had 145

Please turn to page 8.
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Joan and Harold Little

Harold and Joan Little of Cass City
will celebrate their 60th wedding
anniversary. The couple were mar-
ried June 10, 1955. They have three
children: Carol (Ron) White of
Asheville, NC; Kurt (Melissa) Little
of Evanston, IL; Suzanne (Mike)
Grimmer of Vicksburg, MI. They
have 3 grandchildren: Matthew,
Kayla and Anna Little. 

Littles celebrate

60 years together

Thumb Area 4-H 

Camp deadline 
The deadline to register for Thumb

Area 4-H Camp has been extended
to Friday, June 12.  Thumb Area 4-H
Camp will be held Monday, June 29,
through Wednesday, July 1, at Camp
Cavell, Lexington.

This camp is for youth ages 9 to 14
as of Jan. 1, 2015, and youth do not
need to be 4-H members to attend.
4-H Camp applications can be
picked up at MSU Extension Offices
in Huron, St. Clair, Sanilac and
Tuscola counties.

Thumb Area 4-H Camp offers an
opportunity for youth to share expe-
riences in camping with activities
including Great Lakes ecology,
kayaking, tree climbing, mud hiking,
swimming, shooting sports, archery,
team building skills, skits, petting
zoo, games and crafts.

Camp Cavell is located 25 miles
north of Port Huron on Lake Huron
and boasts 55 acres of wooded and
open land, two streams, several trails
and a pond to explore.

4-H leaders and parents are also
needed as 4-H Camp volunteers.
Adult volunteers, who must com-
plete the MSU Volunteer Selection
Process in order to attend 4-H Camp,
assist campers in various activities.
More information is available by
contacting Cathy Goulet, 4-H Youth
Program coordinator, at (989) 269-
9949 (ext. 609) or via emailgoulet-
ca@anr.msu.edu.
Scholarship applications for Thumb

Area 4-H Camp are available
through the Kelly Rae Flannery
Scholarship Fund for Huron County
youth from families struggling finan-
cially. Scholarship applications are
available upon request only at the
MSU Extension Office in Bad Axe
(located within the Health
Department Complex at 1142 S. Van
Dyke, Suite 200).  Contact Kari
VerEllen, 4-H administrative assis-
tant, at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 604) or
via email at verelle7@msu.edu.

Rawson to host
visiting author

Olympic Gold Medalist Emory
Clark will be visiting Cass City later
this month to share his book,
“Olympic Odyssey”.

Clark will be a guest at Rawson
Memorial District Library for a pro-
gram scheduled for Monday, June
22, starting at 6:30 p.m.
Only a handful of the finest athletes

in the world have participated in the
Olympics, and even fewer have won
its highest honor—the Olympic Gold
Medal.  Olympic Odyssey is Clark’s
first-hand account of the journey
from his first grueling workouts on
the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia
to the winners dock by the Toda
Rowing Course at the 1964
Olympics in Tokyo.

Clark began rowing at age 13 at
Groton School in the Nashua River,
about an hour west of Boston.  He
attended Yale University, where he
was captain of the crew his senior
year, graduating in 1960 with a
degree in English literature.

After college he joined the U.S.
Marine Corps and served on active
duty from 1961 to 1964, including a
13-month tour in the Orient.

Following the games in Tokyo, he
taught history and coached the row-
ing team at Iolani School in
Honolulu.

After his return home, he was a
newspaper reporter for several years
before entering law school, earning a
Juris Doctor degree from the
University of Michigan in 1971.  He
practiced law in Lapeer for 34 years,
but still found time to compete.  Up
until 2006, Clark raced in veterans’
regattas around the world.

Born and raised in Michigan, he
still lives on the family farm with his
wife, Christina.
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Slices of Life
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Imperfect parenting of imperfect kids
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Tom Montgomery
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

A mosquito or tick bite can lead to problems far more seri-

ous than a pesky itch, which is why the Michigan Department

of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) is urging all resi-

dents, especially when spending time outdoors, to “fight the

bite” this summer.

Tuscola County residents have been proactive in this fight

by repeatedly approving millage funding for an effect mos-

quito abatement program.  But as people spend more time

outdoors and the weather continues to warm, it’s still impor-

tant to take precautions against mosquito and tick-borne dis-

eases.

Seasonal activity varies from year to year, but mosquitoes

in Michigan can carry illnesses such as West Nile Virus

(WNV) and Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), and ticks

can carry illnesses such as Lyme disease and Rocky

Mountain spotted fever.

Both mosquito and tick-borne diseases can cause mild

symptoms, severe infections requiring hospitalization, and

even death. 

One bite from an infected mosquito can lead to a severe and

possibly life-altering illness, according to Dr. Eden Wells,

chief medical executive for MDHHS, who notes that prevent-

ing bites from mosquitoes is the key to protection.

Nationally in 2014, there were 2,122 WNV cases and 85

deaths reported to the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC).  WNV cases have been seen every sum-

mer in Michigan since 2002.  Those with the highest risk of

illness caused by WNV are adults 50 and older.

In addition to presenting a greater risk for older people,

EEE is more likely to cause illness in children 15 years of age

or younger.  People in outdoor occupations like construction

and landscaping are at increased risk of getting bitten by an

infected mosquito, but the mosquito that carries WNV also

likes to get indoors. 

Protection against mosquito-borne disease is as easy as

remembering a few key steps:

*Avoid mosquito bites: Use insect repellent when outdoors

especially from dusk to dawn. Look for EPA-labeled products

containing active ingredients, such as DEET, Picaridin or oil

of lemon eucalyptus.

*Mosquito-proof homes: Fix or install window and door

screens and cover or eliminate empty containers with stand-

ing water where mosquitoes can lay eggs.

*Michigan is also home to a number of tick species that will

bite people.  Ticks are typically found in wooded or brushy

areas with tall grass and leaf litter.

*Lyme disease is considered to be an emerging disease due

to the expansion of tick populations in Michigan’s western

Upper and Lower peninsulas and is the most common tick-

borne disease reported in the state, with 128 human cases

reported in 2014 — the second highest number ever seen in

Michigan.

The period from June to September is of concern because of

the poppy-seed sized nymphal-stage tick, which is responsi-

ble for much of the Lyme disease in the U.S.  While rare,

human cases of Rocky Mountain spotted fever have also been

documented in Michigan.

Many tick-borne diseases have similar symptoms, so see

your healthcare provider if you develop signs of illness such

as a fever, body aches and/or rash in the days after receiving

a tick bite or recreating in tick habitat.  Early recognition

and treatment can decrease the chance of serious complica-

tions.

else can we do? They are kids (or boys as the case may
be) and they do dumb things – like bring a tree frog home
in their pants pocket. Or have a contest to see who can eat
the most pizza before throwing up. Or make yellow snow. 
They make mistakes. So do we. All of us. Perfect or not.

When we stick together and love one another despite our
imperfections, it changes our definition of the word and
makes the term unnecessary, not unattainable.
When they mess up and break something again (and they

will) often the best we can do is laugh and apologize – not
necessarily in that order. And we can do so understanding
that things are things and kids are kids. 
The difference being one can be replaced; the other can-

not.
—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 
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This message goes out to the young mom with three
boys who recently apologized about not being able to
stifle her energetic brood – and to the parents of all kids
who have ever acted out in public, but especially those
with boys who are not always perfect. (Those of you
with perfect kids need read no further. Wink.)

The rest of us know who we are. We’re the ones in
checkout line at the supermarket with a kid wailing so
loudly the store manager comes over and offers to bag
our groceries. We’ve had to leave a store – and a half-
full cart – more than once because the behaviors of our
children made further shopping impossible. We do not
always look forward to parent teacher conferences. We
are those parents. 

We find ourselves sighing and apologizing a lot.
Sometimes even when there’s nothing to apologize for.
It becomes second nature and comes with the territory
– uncharted territory for most of us. Because whoever
thinks they will be a parent to imperfect kids?

Certainly not me. 
But it happens. Thank goodness.
It’s probably politically incorrect to differentiate boys

from girls. Each child comes with their own unique set
of gifts and challenges. This is true. But I am here, deep
in the trenches, telling you that mothers of boys (as in
plural) belong to an elite club. It’s a club filled with
bruises, burping at breakfast, tadpoles in the sink,
wrestling after dinner and broken things. Lots and lots
of broken things – along with mistakes and misbehav-
iors they truly don’t mean to commit, at least not most
of the time. 

As parents, we learn to anticipate their blunders and
any number of scenarios can tug us in the gut with a
sense of dread and déjà vu. It’s a tug that hits unexpect-
edly, like a baseball through a window. 

The phone rings and caller ID shows it’s from the
school. A letter arrives addressed “To the Parents of…”
Someone starts a conversation with, “You’ll never
guess what I saw your kid doing at the (fill in the
blank).” A neighbor rings your doorbell. While on a
field trip, you lose sight of your son for a moment and
the next thing you hear glass shattering. 

You probably should be embarrassed. Heck, you are
embarrassed. Because gosh darn it, if you were a better
– stricter, more on the ball – parent they wouldn’t do
these things! 

You are trying your best and still they spray paint the
trees in the backyard. They mix Mentos and Coke. They
take apples from the neighbor’s tree without asking or
throw rocks at each other – just because they can.

Those things. 
On a good day, they lose the chain from their bicycle

or take the book I’m reading to cover the tadpole bowl.
A bad day often involves broken glass. Hopefully not
the tadpole glass. 

When I was a rookie parent every minor infraction
seemed intense. Each boyish blunder hung heavy
around my neck like a noose. Hot Wheels cars clogging
the toilet? Picking the neighbor’s peonies? Cringe wor-
thy. 

But you know how the saying goes: When life hands
you a noose, make it into a necklace. It took me years,
but I stopped cringing over the small stuff. Then I real-
ized almost all of it is small stuff. That is cause for cel-
ebration – for imperfect parents with imperfect kids
everywhere.  

Rejoice! We can wear our “nooselaces” with a semi-
sense of pride and learn to laugh at the bulk of it. What

Don’t forget to fight
the bite this summer
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Michigan residents who contact their county treasur-
er’s office to obtain property tax information will no
longer have to pay exorbitant fees for those records,
thanks to legislation signed last week by Gov. Rick
Snyder.

House Bill 4075, sponsored by state Rep. Bruce
Rendon, caps the amount county treasurers can charge
for an electronic copy of a record at 25 cents per
record, and caps the total at $1,500. The legislation
updates a state statute that hasn’t been revised in 120
years and was the result of a workgroup that convened
to bring fairness and uniformity to property tax dis-
semination in all 83 Michigan counties.

**********

Plans are well underway for a village wide celebra-
tion July 10-11, 2015 in Owendale.
Owendale Heritage Festival committee member Mary

Brinkman reports there will be plenty of family fun
when our Huron County neighbors celebrate their
110th anniversary.

Among the activities planned include: Lion’s Club
pancake breakfast, grand parade, music in the park, ice
cream social, community choir performance, firemen’s
helicopter landing, and, well, the list goes on.

For additional information contact Brinkman at 989-
551-7811. 

**********

There was a Tim Muz sighting over the weekend.
Folks around my age may remember the Cass City
High School Class of 1976 grad for his eccentric sense
of humor, while others will recall the Michigan State
University alum for his time spent working with
Thumb beet growers as a field agent for Michigan
Sugar, before moving to North Dakota nearly a decade
ago where he recently retired from the agricultural
field.

Anyway, Muz and his wife, Joyce, also retired, were
spotted at Rolling Hills Golf Course Friday night and
the former Caro residents tell they have purchased a
tow behind trailer and have decided to cruise and camp
the states for the time being. 

Living the dream, my friends...congrats!

***********

Interested in making a difference in the lives of teens?
Then consider providing a donation for the Youth For
Christ annual auction slated for August 15 this year.
The group’s 2014 auction raised more than $25,000
used to help Thumb teens struggling to find their way.

In you can help, or need more details, call Heather
Jensen at 989-550-0343. 

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“Never forget” is a popular slogan
when it comes to honoring the mem-
ories of heroes whose lives are cut
short in the line of duty.

The saying is much more than lip
service in Huron County, where
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson and his
department are working to remember
past officers who have served the
county.
“Since our county was incorporated

in 1860, two members of our sher-
iff’s office have lost their lives in the
line of duty; Sheriff Joseph J.
Murray drowned June 2, 1932, off
shore of what is now known as the
Port Crescent State Park Day Use in
Hume Township,” Hanson said,
adding, “Deputy Sheriff Kelly J.
Vermeersch died in Caseville
Township on June 11, 2000, from
injuries sustained in an automobile
accident. 

“Besides existing plaques and
memorials both inside and outside of
our jail, starting this year — thanks
to Bad Axe Marble and Granite
Works — we will be honoring our
fallen members on the date they lost
their lives,” Hanson said.  “A blue
memorial candle will be illuminated
on the west side grounds of our jail
for a 24 hour period.

“Their untimely deaths impacted
many family and friends,” the sheriff
continued.  “We feel it is important
that they are continually remem-
bered and never forgotten as the
years pass by.” 

THE HURON County

Sheriff’s Department recent-

ly announced plans to annu-

ally honor its fallen members

on the date they lost their

lives.  The plans include illu-

minating a blue memorial

candle on the grounds west

of the county jail for a 24-

hour period.

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Tracy L. Clymer, 39, Millington,
was sentenced to 18 months to 15
years in prison following his plea of
guilty to domestic violence, third
offense, March 6 in Millington
Township and Dec. 12 in Arbela
Township.  The defendant was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, Clymer
was ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,596 plus combined
restitution of $5,046.40.

*Larry W. Bloodworth Jr., 32,
Vassar, received a one-year delayed
sentence following his pleas of
guilty to charges of delivery/manu-
facture of marijuana and possession
of marijuana July 21 in Arbela
Township.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,198 plus restitution
of $165.35.
*David E. Lyons, 26, Vassar, plead-

ed guilty to possession of marijuana,
subsequent offense, Dec. 2 in Vassar
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Ronald J. Bedford, 27, Caseville,
pleaded guilty to charges of breaking
and entering a building with intent to
commit larceny, and larceny of prop-
erty valued at $1,000 to $20,000 Oct.
2 in Wells Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$6,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Shawn P. Jefferson, 53, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to violating the
Sex Offenders Registration Act by

failing to notify local law enforce-
ment following a change in his
employment status between Nov. 8,
2013, and Feb. 23, 2015, in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Janice L. Kagen, 54, Flint, plead-

ed guilty to operating a motor vehi-
cle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, March 27 in
Millington Township.  She was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

Memorial honors fallen
Huron County officers 

TUSCOLA TECHNOLOGY Center students (from left) Kylee Hagan of

Caro, Shyanne Decker of Cass City and Abigail Santoviz of Vassar finished in

the top three spots during a statewide animation competition at Saginaw

Valley State University. (Photo courtesy of Caylin Steva)

Tuscola Technology Center (TTC)
Graphics Program students Shyanne
Decker of Cass City, Kylee Hagan of
Caro and Abigail Santoviz of Vassar
recently impressed the judges in a

statewide animation contest.
The trio participated in the

Michigan Industrial Technology
Education Society’s (MITES) inau-
gural animation competition, accord-

ing to Bethany Phipps, graphic com-
munications instructor and MITES
advisor at the Tuscola Technology
Center in Caro.

“With four categories to choose
from, our young animators chose
character development animation,”
Phipps explained.  “The competitors
had to create a character and animate
it in a video clip lasting 10 seconds
to one minute.”
Placing in the top three at regionals,

the area students’ projects then
advanced to state-level competition
held May 13-16 at Saginaw Valley
State University, where Decker
placed first, Hagan finished in sec-
ond and Santoviz came in third
among their peers from throughout
the state.

Phipps said Decker also received
the Regional Division Winner Award
for her animation clip.

At statewide animation competition

Area tech center students shine

Baker College
now enrolling

Baker College of Cass City, a satel-
lite of Baker College of Flint, is
enrolling students for 2015 fall quar-
ter, with classes set to begin Monday,
Sept. 28.

Students have the flexibility to take
classes three ways: in person at the
Cass City campus, a mix of campus
and online courses, or completely
online.
Career programs offered at the Cass

City campus include welding,
human services, business manage-
ment, business administration, med-
ical assistant, pharmacy technician,
early childhood education, computer
information systems and information
technology support.
Baker College of Cass City students

have access to financial assistance.
For more information, contact

Aaron Faist at
aaron.faist@baker.edu or by calling
(989) 872-6000.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Gramma
Litterbug

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

My wife, Deb, refuses to fish like a man, which is why she’s having
a really tough time shedding an unattractive label given to her by our
two-year-old granddaughter, Elizabeth.

Back in the day, Elizabeth affectionately referred to Deb as, simply,
gramma, a name that – prior to “the incident” – had no doubt always
conjured up visions of a gentle, sweet, generous, elderly woman who
always has plenty of chocolate milk, fruit and candy on hand.
These days, Elizabeth refers to my better half as Gramma Litterbug.
It all started when Deb began wearing rubber gloves while fishing

for bluegills and the like in our pond.  She told me the gloves keep
her hands warm, but I wasn’t buying it.  The truth is, she just doesn’t
want to handle night crawlers with her bare hands. You know, like a
real fisherman.

I was absolutely convinced my conclusion was right on the money
when she admitted to dividing said night crawlers – which are then
used as two separate pieces of bait — with a pair of scissors instead
of a trusty fingernail.  You know, like a real fisherman.

She was cutting the crawlers in half with a pair of scissors, for cry-
ing out loud!  Who does that?  
Anyway, after an evening of glove wearing while casting and catch-

ing and releasing, she neatly tucked her used gloves in a cardboard
bait container and left it on the shore of the pond, where a stiff
evening breeze later picked it up and scattered it across the water.
The next day, while fishing with Elizabeth and her dad, I spotted one

of the discarded gloves on the other shore and went to retrieve it.  As
I returned, I muttered something under my breath about my litterbug
wife, and I accidentally asked Elizabeth to agree with me.  With prac-
tically no coaching whatsoever, the youngster promptly repeated,
“Gramma a bitterbug.”

I decided to just drop the whole thing, but Elizabeth kept repeating
the phrase until she had it down perfectly: “Gramma Litterbug!”
Okay, so I may have prompted her ever so slightly. Twenty times.
To this day, Deb still carries the shame of her infamous littering sins

just about every time Elizabeth visits — and I carry the weight of “the
look” from Deb each time Elizabeth grins and calls her Gramma
Litterbug.

Serves her right.  If Deb had just followed my lead, left the gloves
in the house and pinched her crawlers in half with her fingers, she
wouldn’t have left those silly wads of latex at the pond.

I know I should just let the whole episode fade without ever men-
tioning it again, but I’ve never been all that good when it comes to
enjoying a good laugh at my wife’s expense.

So, I’ve been toying with the idea of procuring a large crimson let-
ter “L” for Elizabeth to give to her grandma for Christmas or her
birthday, something suitable for sewing onto her favorite shirt or
dress.
I’m just waiting for the perfect moment, like when Deb isn’t getting

ready to divide a night crawler.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Willis and Jessie “June” Farnum
of Owendale will celebrate their
60th wedding anniversary
Thursday, June 17. Willis Farnum
and Jessie “June” Winchester
were married June 17, 1950, at
the home of the bride’s parents
near Gagetown, with the Rev.
Fred Hart officiating. Their chil-
dren are: Gloria (Jerry) Laughlin
of Caseville, Darwin (Kimberly)
Farnum of Gilbert, Ariz., and
“foster daughter” Bonnie Perry of
Bad Axe. They have 2 grandchil-
dren, Jessica and Nicholas
Farnum of Gilbert, Ariz. 

The Cass City Lions Club held
its 2010 installation dinner June 8
at Rolling Hills Golf Course,
where Blaine deBeaubien was
honored as “Lion of the Year”. In
addition, Kelly W. Smith was
named this year’s president; Earl
Volmering, vice president; Eric
Brown, treasurer; and Gary
Jones, secretary. This annual din-
ner is held to install officers for
the club for the upcoming year
and to honor outgoing officers, to
announce the “Lion of the Year”
award recipient, and to present
Lions Club scholarship award
winners with their checks.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

The Cass City Women’s Club
gave their scholarships for the
year 2005-06. All of the women
are students at Baker College.
The following were chosen:
Betsy Miller of Cass City, work-
ing for a degree in massage ther-
apy; Michelle Perez of Minden
City, working for a degree in the
medical field; and Rebecca
Schrader of Marlette, working for
a degree in teaching. The Cass
City Women’s Club welcomes
anyone that would like to join its
club, which not only gives out
yearly scholarships, but also tries
to be involved in community
projects.

The Greater Thumb Conference
recently recognized students
within its member schools who
ranked at the top in their class
academically as determined by
grade point average and ACT test
scores. Earning 2005 Academic
All-Conference honors from Cass
City High School were: Luann
Laming, Carrie Hillaker,
Stephanie Richards, Jesse Rader
and Marcel Helland. Richards
was also recognized as the top
student in the Greater Thumb
area.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Phyllis Linderman of Cass City
and her sisters, Ethel Lavely and
Frances Sawyer, shared a special
reunion Friday. Prior to the visit,
Linderman had seen her sisters
only once after being adopted as
a baby.

The first Julie Dee Miller
Memorial Scholarship has been
awarded to Beth Powell of Cass
City. A 1990 Cass City High
School graduate, Powell is the
daughter of Roy and Betty
Powell, Cass City. She plans to
study elementary education at
Central Michigan University. The
Miller Memorial Scholarship
Fund, which provides a one-time
$300 award to a student going
into elementary education, was
established by Del and Margo
Miller in honor of their daughter,
Julie, a lifelong Owendale and
Cass City area resident who died
of cancer last February.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

With the ceremonial ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony, Hospital Board
President James Bauer officially
opens the ambulatory care unit of
Hills and Dales General Hospital.
Presiding with Bauer are Thomas
Spence, general contractor; Janet
Sticken, assistant administrator
of medical services; Bauer; archi-
tect Dick Forsythe; Madelyn
Skaggs, director of nursing, and
administrator Ken Jensen.

Holding their certificates and
ribbons of merit are the proud
winners of the Campbell

Elementary School third grade
spelling bee. Top spellers of 40
participants were Roger Root,
fourth place; Mike Erickson,
first; Adam Suzor, third; Melissa
Knowlton, fifth; and Janet Koch,
second.
It was the end of a long road and

a very special night last Thursday
for 19 graduates of the Cass City
adult education program as they
received their diplomas.
Members of the Cass City Public
Schools Class of 1980 adult edu-
cation program who received
their high school diplomas last
Thursday were, Nellie Hawley,
Jacqueline Heronemus, Gladys
Robinson, Tammy Popour,
Viretta Pena, Sally Morrish,
Dorothy Bills, Leone Copeland,
Dorothy Healy, Virginia Sutter,
Marie Groombridge, Rhonda
Rolston, Ken Guilds, June
Kenward, Dan Ulfig, Glen
Spencer, Ronda Posluszny,
Marilyn Heater, and Sheila
Sockow.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

It is likely that the taxpayers in
the Cass City School District will
be called on to pay many thou-
sands of dollars this summer for
upkeep of the Evergreen and
Campbell elementary buildings,
and the Intermediate gym and the
development of a playground
area for Junior High students.
Money is available from the gen-
eral fund for these purposes and it
is not expected to be necessary to
seek added millage, according to
Supt. Donald Crouse.

Gloria J. Bartnik, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Henry R. Bartnik of
Cass City, received an associate
degree in executive secretarial
science from Lake Superior State
College at Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich., Saturday during com-
mencement exercises. She is a
1972 graduate of Cass City High
School. While at LSSC she was
active in Phi Beta Lambda, a
business sorority, the Associated
Women Students on campus, and
was also an active volunteer at
Provincial House. Following
graduation she plans to seek a
secretarial position. 

Given the state of today’s world,
it’s sometimes tough to be an
optimist. Yet, in spite of the high
cost of living, increasing crime
rates, unemployment and the
soothsayers of doom, it’s still
possible to be optimistic. At least,
that’s what Mrs. Hazel Seeley-of
Cass City says. “I’m an opti-
mist,” she says. “I like people. I
like doing things for people. I’m
always busy and I haven’t got
time to sit around being a pes-
simist.” Mrs. Seeley says prob-
lems such as crime and unem-
ployment are facts of life. “We
can’t help what other people do,
can we?” she says. “I believe that
if you live your life properly and
have a clear conscience, you can
be happy with yourself and with
life. Mrs. Seeley has lived in the
Cass City area most of her life.
She has three children and three
grandchildren.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

John Bifoss Sr., 38, has been
signed to replace Oarie Lemanski
on the coaching staff at Cass City
High School, Supt. Donald
Crouse announced this week.
Bifoss will be moving here from
western Michigan. A 13-year vet-
eran in the teaching ranks; the
new coach started at
Williamsburg High. After two
years he accepted a position at
Honor High School, a class C
school, and stayed there for 11
years. Honor High has been con-
solidated to form Benzie Central
High.

Almost forgotten in the interest
surrounding the vote for the pro-
posed new high school is the race
to elect two members to the
school board for four-year terms.
Three persons have filed for the
two seats. Seeking re-election are
Horace Bulen and Don
Koepfgen. Challenging is Don
DeLong.

It took Mrs. Gaylord Lapeer 28
years to move from the ninth to

the 10th grade and just two years
to complete the last three grades
of her high school education.
Mrs. Lapeer went on an acceler-
ated schedule this year to com-
plete the 11th and 12th grades so
she could be the first mother in
the history of Cass City Schools
to graduate with her daughter.
The daughter; Charlene, moved
through the high school curricu-
lum in the normal four years.
Possibly for this reason, the
mother studied longer and harder
than the daughter, the two agreed.

The reunion of former teachers
of Evergreen township schools
attracted some 150 persons to
Evergreen Township Unit School
Saturday. It was the second
reunion for the township teach-
ers. The event started as a reunion
for Proctor School’s teachers and
last year was expanded to include
all of the town. The event was
planned by Jason Kitchin and
Miss Marie Meredith. Miss
Meredith congratulates Miss
Beulah Boughner of Seal Beach,
Calif., for coming the farthest to
attend the reunion. She taught in
the township for three years,
leaving in 1920. Other teachers
attending were: Mrs. Maude
(Phillips) Holcomb of Snover,
Mrs. Avis (Sangster) Young of
Cass City, Marguerite
(McTavish) Kelly of Kingston,
Mrs. Minnie (Munroe) Gough of
Deckerville and Mrs. Ruth Smith
of Marlette.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Mr. Dunn, mathematics teacher
and junior high coach of the Cass
City Public Schools, was elected
president of the Thumb Round
Table, an organization of school
instructors of Tuscola, Huron and
Sanilac Counties, who meet four
times each year. Mr. Dunn is
completing his fourth year as an
instructor in the school here.
Lauren Woodby of Caro was cho-
sen vice president of the society
and W. B. Briggs of Sandusky,
secretary-treasurer. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Wagner
were given an unwelcomed thrill
Friday afternoon when lightning
struck their radio aerial and fol-
lowed the wire into their Elkland
Township farm home. Window
shade and Curtain were burned
and wall paper and the end of a
bookcase were scorched. Mr. and
Mrs Wagner were in their kitchen
when the flash came. With pails
of water they extinguished the
fire preventing more damage to
their house and its furnishings.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

J.E. Seed raised the frame for a
fine barn, 44 by 60 feet in size, on
his 80-acre farm just outside the
north village limits Wednesday
afternoon. The basement is built
of concrete and is well lighted by
20 windows. A 10-foot driveway
divides it lengthwise. The sheep
department is 17x22 feet in size
and the horse department is
17x25. The remainder of the
basement space is divided equal-
ly for cattle stalls and box stalls.
The posts of the barn frame are
18 feet high. The King system of
ventilation is being installed.

Clinton J. Bruce, son of
Postmaster and Mrs. A. L. Bruce
of Deford, will represent Tuscola
county at the Boys’ State Fair
School in connection with the
Michigan State fair. His average
standing including the regular
eighth grade examination and
state fair questions was 88 per
cent. This was only one percent
above the standing of Wm.
Hoxey of Gilford township.

Miss Adah Caldwell entertained
at her home Wednesday evening
in honor of the senior class of the
high school. The evening’s enter-
tainment consisted of stunts
which each guest was obliged to
perform. Howard Hoadley was
given a pair of hose to mend, a
young lady and gentleman were
given the kitchen and told to
make candy for the company and
so on. As a reward each young
lady received an all day sucker
and each young man a whistle.
The hostess served ice cream and
wafers.
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MICHIGAN DNR and MDARD officials are moving quickly to address con-

firmation of the state’s first case of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in a free-

ranging whitetailed deer.  The DNR supplied the photos above depicting

examples of both a healthy deer (right) and one suffering from CWD.

this disease, respond appropriately to
limit further transmission, and ulti-
mately eradicate the disease in
Michigan if possible.”
The confirmed positive finding trig-

gers several actions in the state’s sur-
veillance and response plan for
chronic wasting disease. The plan
was developed in 2002 through
cooperation between the DNR and
MDARD, and was updated in 2012.
Actions the DNR will take include:
*Completing a population survey in

the area where the CWD-positive
deer was found. 

*Establishing a Core CWD Area
consisting of Alaiedon, Delhi,
Lansing, Meridian, Wheatfield and
Williamstown townships in Ingham
County; Bath and DeWitt townships
in Clinton County; and Woodhull
Township in Shiawassee County.

Unlimited antlerless deer hunting
licenses will be available.
Mandatory checking of deer will be
required in this area during hunting
seasons and restrictions will apply to
the movement of carcasses and parts
of deer taken in this area.

*Creating a CWD Management
Zone, which will include Clinton,
Ingham and Shiawassee counties.

*Implementing a deer and elk feed-
ing and baiting ban, which will
include the Core CWD Area and the
larger three-county CWD
Management Zone.

*Prohibiting the possession or sal-
vage of deer killed by collision with
a motor vehicle within the Core
CWD Area. Also, residents are asked
to call in the locations of road-killed
deer within this area so DNR staff
can pick them up for testing.
Research shows CWD-infected deer
are more likely to be hit by vehicles
because of their illness.

Creagh will issue an interim order
approving immediate implementa-
tion of these actions.

“MDARD is working with the

Continued from page one.

State moving quickly to address CWD case
state’s privately owned cervid facili-
ties within a 15-mile surveillance
zone to ensure compliance with
CWD testing requirements,” said
MDARD State Veterinarian James
Averill. “For POC facilities located
outside of the surveillance zone,
there will be no impact. We are,
however, encouraging all POCs to
continue to be our partners in the
state’s CWD testing program.”

Chronic wasting disease first was
identified in 1967 as a clinical dis-
ease in captive mule deer at the
Colorado Division of Wildlife
Foothills Wildlife Research Facility
in Fort Collins, Colorado. Since
then, most CWD cases have
occurred in western states, but in the
past 15 years it has spread to some
Midwestern and eastern states.

The disease is caused by the trans-
mission of infectious, self-multiply-
ing proteins (prions) contained in
saliva and other body fluids of
infected animals. Susceptible ani-
mals can acquire CWD by direct
exposure to these fluids or from
environments contaminated with
these fluids or the carcass of a dis-
eased animal.
Once contaminated, research shows

that soil can remain a source of
infection for long periods of time,
making CWD a particularly difficult
disease to eradicate. 

Some chronically CWD-infected
animals will display abnormal
behaviors, progressive weight loss
and physical debilitation. There is no
cure; once a deer is infected with
CWD, it will die.

Although this is the first positive
CWD finding in the state’s free-
ranging deer population, officials say
it’s important to note that from Jan.
1, 1998, through Dec. 31, 2014, tens
of thousands of free-ranging
Michigan deer were tested and no
evidence was found of chronic wast-
ing disease in this population. In
fact, that testing included 34,207
deer, 1,607 elk and 70 moose – a

large sample of animals with no pos-
itive finding.

In privately owned deer popula-
tions, approximately 21,000 samples
have to-date been tested for CWD.
All of those have been negative as
well, with the exception of the 2008
Kent County case. MDARD con-
ducts ongoing surveillance of
Michigan’s 365 registered, privately
owned cervid facilities.

Public awareness, support

“Strong public awareness and coop-
eration from residents and hunters
are critical for a rapid response to
evaluate any deer suspected of hav-
ing chronic wasting disease,” said
Steve Schmitt, veterinarian-in-
charge at the DNR Wildlife Disease
Lab. “We’d like to thank the resident
who called local authorities, as well
as the Meridian Township Police
Department for its swift response.”

The DNR asks for help from the
public and hunters in reporting deer
that are unusually thin and/or exhib-
it unusual behavior — for example,
acting tame around humans and
allowing someone to approach.
To report a suspicious-looking deer,

call the DNR Wildlife Disease Lab at
(517) 336-5030 or fill out and submit
the online observation report found
on the DNR website.
Schmitt said hunters will play a key

role in helping the state manage this
new wildlife challenge.

“Michigan has a long tradition of
hunter support and conservation
ethics. Now, with the CWD finding,
that support is needed more than
ever,” Schmitt said. “Historically,
areas where chronic wasting disease
has been found have experienced a
decline in hunter numbers. Because
hunters are often familiar with the
deer herd locally, one of the best
things they can do to help manage
this disease is to continue hunting
and bring their deer to check stations
this season.”

by Tyler R. Perry
Special for the Chronicle

Editor’s note: Tyler Perry is a 24-year-old Cass City native whose passion
for the Jewish people has led him across the country and around the globe.
Locally, residents may recognize the 2010 Cass City High School graduate
from his stints as a catalogue librarian at Rawson Memorial District
Library, as a longtime member of the Cass City Historical and Genealogical
Society, and as coordinator of the village’s annual Freedom Festival Parade
for two years.

Cass City, Mich., and Las Vegas, Nev.  Could there be more contrasting
places? One has a lone stoplight, a single-screen theatre, and Amish buggies.
The other is in the middle of the desert, filled with lights, casinos and high-
rollers.

But nine months ago, my small town life collided with fast-paced Las
Vegas, combining into a great experience.
As readers may recall, I traveled to Israel with The Friends of Israel Gospel

Ministry in 2012. That trip united my heart to the Jewish people, and plant-
ed within me a desire to show support and love to them, here in the United
States.

In the fall of 2014, I boarded a plane bound for Las Vegas, where I served
for nine months as part of a ministry internship of The Friends of Israel,
called G’sherim, a Hebrew word meaning “bridges”.

It was the goal of our internship team to build bridges between the
Evangelical Christian community and the Jewish community of Las Vegas.
In the process of building those bridges, I have gained a tremendous respect
for the Jewish people, a better understanding of the Jewish roots of my faith
in Jesus the Messiah, and I’ve discovered what I hope will be my life’s work.
Las Vegas has a Jewish population of about 100,000. There is a saying that

goes, “Nobody in Vegas is from Vegas”; and I think that’s true, especially
considering those within the Jewish community. There are many from places
like Brooklyn and Los Angeles, who have decided to trade the brutal win-
ters of the Northeast or the soaring cost of living of California for the beau-
tiful weather and relatively moderate cost of living in Nevada.

I have also met many young people who have come from Israel to work or
study. All of them have been exceptional, unique individuals who I am proud
to call my friends.

One of the ways our team showed our love and support for the Jewish peo-
ple was by volunteering within the Jewish community. We helped out at the
Jewish Family Services Agency, where we were able to assist patrons of the
food pantry, prepare gift baskets for Hanukkah, and take food to Holocaust
survivors.

We also spent a considerable amount of time volunteering at the local
Holocaust Resource Center (HRC). The HRC is a unique place, where the
community has access to a wide variety of Holocaust- and Israel-related
media. Our team often assisted in preparing the center for teacher education
seminars, in which the HRC directors would help educators learn how and
when to teach the Holocaust to their students. 

It is a haunting, yet breathtaking experience to walk into the Center. While
it occupies a small facility, the photographs on the walls are impressive.
They are not, as you might think, photos of the atrocities of the Nazi era; but
rather, large black and white portraits of the 50 or so Holocaust survivors liv-
ing in the Las Vegas area. 
The eyes of these people tell the stories of the horrors they have seen, even

70 years after they first witnessed them. But, almost without exception, in
each photo, the survivor has a smile on his or her face, proving that the
Satanic ploy to rid the world of the Jewish people failed.

Of all the experiences I had during the internship, meeting and befriending
these dear people was by far the greatest.
Growing up, the Holocaust and its survivors were distant facts and pictures

in my history books. But now, the Holocaust has hit home. Those faces now
have names, and the personal connection I now have with these survivors of
the Holocaust serves as motivation to speak up as a Christian in defense of
the Jewish people and the only Jewish state on earth, Israel. 
In addition to meeting Holocaust survivors, one of the other highlights was

getting to know the rabbis of the city. Between September and December, I
attended a “Lunch and Learn” at the local university, where rabbis from
local synagogues would talk about their particular brand of Judaism
(Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, etc.) and a topic of their choice. It was
fascinating to learn more about their beliefs, and to see how they compare
and contrast to what I believe.

While much of what our team did during the internship revolved around
supporting the local Jewish community, we did have opportunity to show
our support for the greater Jewish community.

In February, our team traveled to Washington, D.C. for the annual AIPAC
(American Israel Public Affairs Committee) Conference. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gave a rousing speech, in which he called for
a “good deal” in relation to Iran, citing the one the Obama Administration is
hoping for to be a “bad deal”.

The next day, I sat in Congresswoman Dina Titus’ office, watching the tel-
evision as Prime Minister Netanyahu gave one of the most historic speech-
es of the 21st century to Congress. It was, as others have said, much like
watching Winston Churchill trying to rouse the nation out of their slumber
concerning the enemy. In the 1940s, it was Germany. Today, it is Iran. It was
an experience I hope to be able to recount to my grandchildren one day.

In May, the internship came to a close, and I returned to Cass City for the
summer. I have been approved to serve with The Friends of Israel Gospel
Ministry as a G’sherim trainer, meaning that I will be moving to Las Vegas
to train other young Evangelical Christians in the importance of reaching out
to the Jewish community and supporting Israel.

In the meantime, I will be co-leading a team of young adults to Israel for a
three-week service trip. We will be working at an Israeli hospital, worship-
ping with Jewish Christians, and touring the beautiful country. 

Editor’s note:  Area residents interested in learning more about the min-
istry of The Friends of Israel, and/or who would like to assist Perry finan-
cially in serving the Jewish community, are encouraged to contact him at
(989) 553-4957 or via email at tperry@foi.org. 

Building bridges
Cass City’s Perry completes internship
in Las Vegas, sets sights on serving as
G’sherim trainer for Friends of Israel
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Artistic Endeavors Art Gallery will
be hosting its next Second Friday
Event Friday, featuring artist
Marianna Fiedor from Lapeer
Gallery 194.

Fiedor, a long-time member of the
local gallery, is an abstract painter

who focuses on unique use of tex-
tures.  She taught at North Branch
Area Schools for 35 years and still
enjoys teaching at the gallery.  She
has two children; Brent is a chef in
Chicago and Amanda is a floral
designer and event planner in
Rochester, N.Y.
Fiedor grew up with her twin sister,

area resident Marilyn Biefer, and her
brother, Jim Kappin of Flint.  She
attended Central Michigan
University and Oakland University.

Artistic Endeavors has relocated to
the rear of the Frankenmuth Credit
Union building in Cass City and is
open from noon to 5 p.m. on Fridays,
noon to 4 p.m. Saturdays and noon to
8 p.m. on every second Friday of the
month.

The gallery offers painting classes
for all ages, with all materials fur-
nished for a fee of $35.  Interested
residents can sign up at the gallery.Marianna Fiedor

Fiedor featured artist during
local Second Friday Event

THE THUMB REGIONAL Sobriety Court (TRSC) Team, above, recently hosted its sec-

ond graduation recognizing individuals – five from Tuscola County and three from Huron

County — who have successfully completed an intense 36-week program designed to assist

offenders whose repeated contacts with the criminal justice system stem from drug and/or

alcohol addiction.  The TRSC team members are (front row, from left) Kim Kern, List

Psychological; Lt. Brian Harris, Tuscola County Jail administrator; Rebecca Turner, pro-

gram coordinator; Tara King, case manager; Amy Grace Gierhart, Tuscola County Circuit

and TRSC judge; Sara Coaster, Tuscola County assistant prosecutor; Bill Kellogg, retired

counselor; Jeffrey Baxter, attorney; (back row, left) Kim David Glaspie, Tuscola County

District, Chief and TRSC judge; Donna Fraczek, retired Tuscola County court administra-

tor; Sheila Long, Tuscola County court administrator; David Wallace, Huron County

assistant prosecutor; and Lt. Nicholas Romzek, Sanilac County Jail administrator.

Starting next week, nutritious meals
will be served Monday through
Friday from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
at Cass City Elementary School.  In
addition, breakfast will be served
each day from 8:30 to 9 a.m.

“Let’s Do Lunch! will begin on
Monday, June 15, and end on Friday,
Aug. 14,” Bock said, noting there are
no income requirements, and anyone
ages 18 and younger may come to
eat.

“We are excited to provide this
opportunity for Cass City’s chil-

Continued from page one.

Free summer meal program set to kick off Monday
dren,” Cass City School Supt. Jeff
Hartel said.  “The summer feeding
program reflects our school’s mis-
sion statement of all school person-
nel will accept the responsibility to
provide the opportunity for all stu-
dents to be productive in a global
society.    Nutrition plays a key role
in helping students learn and prepare
to compete globally.”

Cass City School officials will
again be partnering with other dis-
tricts to provide free meals for chil-
dren in the surrounding area, accord-
ing to Bock.

Breakfast will be served from 8 to
8:30 a.m. and lunch from 11 to 11:30

a.m. at Small Wonders Day Care,
1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro, June 15
through Aug. 14; and at McComb
Elementary School, 303 Hooper St.,
Caro, with breakfast served from
8:30 to 9 a.m. and lunch from 11:15
to 11:45 a.m., June 22 through Aug.
14.

Small children should be accompa-
nied by an adult.  More information
regarding the meal sites is available
by contacting Bock (989) 872-5729.

Last year, the Cass City Public
Schools served more than 8,000
meals in the summer to area chil-
dren.

Continued from page one.

runners.  Our goal this year is 200
runners.

“The 5K Superhero Run and
Family Fun Day are an essential

Child Advocacy Center gearing up for fundraisers
funding source for the center,” added
Spencer, who is urging everyone to
support “this very worthwhile cause
and show your community you care
by sponsoring this year’s event, reg-
istering as a participant, volunteer-

ing, and/or bringing the family to
Family Fun Day. We would be hon-
ored and proud to have your sup-
port.”

Area residents are encouraged to
like the CACTC on Facebook.

by Anna Bagnall
Staff Writer

One of the best kept secrets of Cass City High School is its award-winning
band program.  The district’s bands, which have received top scores in every
competition this year, recently celebrated their success during an annual
awards ceremony at the high school. 

“We’ve been very consistent at band festivals, receiving (the top) rating
each year and scoring higher each year,” said Laura Curtis, who has direct-
ed the elementary, junior high and high school bands for the past three years.
“(The high school concert band) received a perfect score from one judge this
year, which is very rare. You don’t get any better than that.”

“There’s a lot of practice that’s involved, including Monday night
rehearsals,” commented Amy Verhines, who will be one of the marching
band drum majors next year. “We do everything we can to prepare ourselves
for competition and we try our hardest, give it our all.”

Along with bands from all the Thumb area high schools, Cass City’s band
prepares several pieces to play before three judges. Their performances are
then scored and placed on a scale of one to five (Division I rating, Division
II, etc.), with a one being the highest possible score and a five being the low-
est. 

This year, the high school marching band and the concert band each
received a Division I rating at their competitions, an achievement Curtis has
been building toward ever since she began teaching in Cass City.

“Obviously, it’s hard work,” Curtis said. “The kids work very hard and I
have high expectations for them all. I’ve worked to create an atmosphere in
the band program where kids want to be here. Especially nowadays where
students are doing a million things, they need to feel like they’re at home.”
In addition to the band competitions, individual musicians and small groups

also participated in a solo and ensemble festival held in January. Hundreds
of Thumb area high school and junior high musicians rehearsed solo pieces
for more than a month before playing before a judge.
Cass City Junior-Senior High School students receiving one ratings – 24 in

all – were recognized at the awards dinner, as were four senior scholarship
winners: Katie House, Luke Koepf, Kyle Potrykus and Libby Venema. 

“In the years I’ve been here, most of the top seniors – valedictorians, salu-
tatorians, and top ten in the class – have been band kids,” Curtis noted. “I
think right there, that proves a point that band teaches kids the time manage-
ment skills to do academics and extracurriculars, and there are proven stud-
ies that music uses parts of your mind that you don’t use otherwise.”

Jeff Hartel, Cass City superintendent of schools, agreed.  “I think it’s
proven that students that do play musical instruments and are part of a band
generally do better academically,” he said. “Some of it might be that they’re
part of a group and there’s a real team feeling among those kids, so it makes
them enjoy school more and do better academically.”

Hartel credited the band’s overall success to two factors.
“We have great leadership with Mrs. Curtis,” he added. “She puts a lot of

extra time into working with our students. I think we have students who love
music and really have a desire to be the best in it. I think it’s a combination
of hardworking students and a director that most kids are going to follow,
and together it works.”

Cass City musicians
recognized during
awards ceremony

KYLE POTRYKUS (from left), Katie House and

Libby Venema recently received various scholar-

ships during an annual award ceremony recogniz-

ing Cass City Public Schools band students.

Missing from the photo is Luke Koepf.

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.orgIntroducing our new

SOMATOM Perspective
128 Slice

CT Scanner
from Siemens Medical Solutions

For more information, call  989-872-2121

Hills & Dales 
General Hospital 
is the first in the 
Thumb area to install this technology 
and we are thrilled to offer it 
to our patients!

Patients will experience: 
 Better Image Quality 
 Faster Image Reconstruction 
 Lower Radiation Dose
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Championship Flight points
Chris Clifton 44
Tony Nika 38
Ray Fox 37
Don Ouvry 36
Scott Adams 36
Jason Bitzer not played 29
Nick Bliss 27
Mike Lowe not played 23

       Rolling Hills Golf Course
Monday night Match Play league

Medallist: T.Nika, S.Adams 40

Division 1 - Early pts.
Hendrick/Bliss N. 76
Burns/Caister 75
Hobbs/Meck 74
Smithson/Iwankovitsch 70
MacAlpine/Mosher 67
Berwick/Young 62
Craig/Knight 60
Fox/Herron 57
Mastie/Robinson 55
Lowman/Tate 52
Jones/Marshall 52
Babich/Varney 50
Biefer/Hoard 48
Wallace/Warner 48
Alexander/Spencer 47
Dillon/Irrer 43
Team 18 (match) 42
Bolton/Thompson 12

       Rolling Hills Golf Course
   Wednesday night 2-man golf league

 Medalists: (low net N.Bliss 29)
Individual: N.Bliss 37

Team: Alexander/Spencer 79

Division 2 - Late pts.
Lowman/Tamlyn 107
Langenberg/Brad & Joe 97
Davis/Lowe 96
Bitzer/Curtis 91
Richards/Bitzer D. 90
Hacker/Nika 83
Hillaker/Murphy 81
Martin/Stern 79
Hartel/Brown 78
de Beaubien/Brinkman 77
Krol/LeValley 76
Cotton/Israelson 69
Doerr/Haire 68
Prieskorn/Repshinska 66
Wallace/ Brent & Scott 65
Ulfig/Corey & Paul 62
Osentoski/D.Wallace 61
Koch/McNeil 59
Ahleman/Halasz 57
Sommerville's 56

Indiv. J.Bitzer,E.Tamlyn 36
Team:Lowman/Tamlyn 75

 Medalists (low net B.de Beaubien 30)

First Flight points
Ryan Lowman 47
Jon Zdrojewski 45
Austin Babich 43
Virgil Peters 41
Brad Langenberg 38
Dan Caister 34
David Allen 33
Larry Robinson 32
Jim Smithson 31
Lukas Varney 16

Medallist: B.Langenberg 41

2nd Flight points
Harold MacAlpine 47
David Block 44
David House 37
Dan Mosher 35
Chris Queen 32
Daryl Iwankovitsh 31
Paul Mika 31
Paul Regnerus 31

Medallist: D.Block 43
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Occupational Therapist 
Full Time and/or Part Time 

 
Hills & Dales General Hospital is looking for a full time and/or part time Occupational Therapist for 
our Critical Access hospital-based rehabilitation department.  Position is 80% outpatient and 20% 
acute care.  Inpatient duties will include both acute care and swing bed (OT and activity 
coordinator). Outpatient coverage will help with overflow of current outpatient. This individual 
must possess his/her Occupational Therapy Licensure for Michigan. Our compensation is 
competitive to that found in metropolitan healthcare areas.  Either mail, e-mail or fax us your 
resume to: Hills & Dales General Hospital , 4675 Hill Street, Cass City, MI  48726; 
tclark@hdghmi.org; fax 989-872-5791. EOE 
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IT MIGHT LOOK a bit

creepy close up, but this

Polyphemus moth, spotted in

the driveway of a Deford

area residence, is harmless.

A North American member

of the giant silk moth family,

these moths have an average

wing span of roughly 6 inch-

es, with large, purplish eye-

spots on its hind wings to

confuse predators.  The

moth is known to eat up to

86,000 times its weight at

emergence in a little less

than two months.

abled family homes); $3,500 to Caro Community Hospital (purchase blood
gas machine for patient tests related to respiratory difficulties); $2,500 to the
Good Samaritan Fund (help the county’s needy to avoid utility shut-offs and
provide emergency food); $1,000 to Caro Historical Commission (purchase
materials to build a base and roof enclosure to hold timeline material);
$10,000 to Caro Community Schools (purchase high jump and pole vault
equipment); $6,600 to the city of Caro (support Music in the Park at Atwood
Park and assist in construction of a community playscape at Beith Park);
$2,500 to Great Start Tuscola Imagination Library (provide books for pre-
school children in the county); $5,000 to the Caro Chamber of Commerce
(purchase equipment to support community chamber events and activities);
and $3,200 to Cass River Habitat for Humanity (purchase enclosed cargo
trailer for building program).

*Andrews (Claude and Etta) Fund — $1,800 to Caro Community Hospital
(purchase four televisions to replace toys no longer used with children due
to infection control); $3,500 to the Good Samaritan Fund; $5,000 to Caro
Community Schools (purchase high jump and pole vault equipment); $1,364
to Caro Chamber of Commerce (purchase equipment for chamber events
and activities); $2,000 to USA Schools (assist with purchase of 32
Chromebooks and mobile learning lab – challenge grant requiring school to
complete the $4,000 project); and $1,000 to the Caro Historical Society
(support tree timeline memorial display).

*Future Youth Involvement (FYI) Fund — $2,025 to the Tuscola
Intermediate School District (TISD)/Transitions Network (support 10th
graders from nine county school districts in team building/personal chal-
lenge training); $8,816 to Caro Community Schools (purchase high jump
and pole vault equipment); $5,000 to Vassar High School (support robotics
program); $1,000 to the Midland Explorers Booster Club (support softball
program for teens in Tuscola County); $1,168 to Akron-Fairgrove
Elementary School (purchase Flocabulary online learning library for stu-
dents, and purchase a memorial flowering tree); $4,000 to Reese Public
Schools (replace broken and outdated equipment and uniforms); and $4,500
to Kingston Youth Athletic Program (purchase Little League equipment and
improve fields).

*Founders Fund — $2,600 to St. Paul Lutheran Church/Fixin’ Up The
Thumb Servant Event (purchase building materials to rehab elderly and dis-
abled family homes).

*Homelessness Fund — $875 to the Tuscola Homeless Coalition (provide
financial support for housing county’s needy); and $875 to the Human
Development Commission (HDC) (support nights of shelter for women who
are temporarily homeless).

*List (Don) Fund for Special Needs Children — $1,600 to the city of Caro
(support Beith Park playscape).

*Millington Area Fund — $1,810 to Charis New Testament Church-
Helping Handz Ministry (purchase new underwear, socks, personal hygiene
items and schools supplies for needy children and families); $1,400 to
Millington Junior-Senior High School (purchase 30 tablets and two portable
containers); and $1,790 to the Millington Community Center (support win-
dow replacement energy conservation program).

*Millington Community Center Fund — $500 to Millington Community
Center (support energy conservation program).

*Healthy Youth/Healthy Seniors Fund — $1,000 to Hills and Dales
General Hospital (provide teaching tools to increase tobacco prevention edu-
cation and provide tobacco cessation counseling for county residents); 
and $3,000 to Great Start Tuscola 211 (support 211 human service support
system for county residents).

*Dr. Ed and Dorothy Scollon Family Foundation Fund — $1,500 to the
Cass City Public Schools (develop a raised garden for school and communi-
ty); and $1,500 to the village of Cass City (purchase a defibrillator for the
community pool).

Continued from page one.

Foundation distributes grants

Bumper crop?
Michigan ag officials say state could be 
looking at record wheat yields this year

If the weather continues on its
favorable path this summer, the
state’s wheat growers could see a
statewide yield approaching 40 mil-
lion bushels. That would equal a
record high, according to data from
the USDA’s National Agriculture
Statistics Service (NASS), Great
Lakes Regional Office.

Wheat production in the state is
expected to be 38.8 million bushels.
The forecast yield of 76 bushels per
acre would better last year’s output
by two bushels and add up to 38.8
million bushels statewide.

A lot can change before the mid-
summer harvest, but Michigan Farm
Bureau (MFB) Field Crop Specialist
Kate Krepps said the crop appears to
be in outstanding condition.
“As you drive across the state you’ll

see more wheat fields than in previ-

ous years, likely in some part due to
lower corn and soybean prices last
fall,” she said.

Michigan farmers expect to harvest
510,000 acres, up 25,000 acres from
last year.
Fast-maturing hybrids help growers

work wheat into their rotations with
increasing flexibility, according to
Krepps.

“Shorter-day varieties allow for
cover crops like wheat to be planted
more frequently, providing addition-
al opportunities for our farmers,” she
explained. “If this favorable (weath-
er) continues as predicted, we’re
likely to see the positive results in
the yield and production of wheat in
Michigan this year.”

Wheat’s ability to prosper in dry
conditions means moist, humid
Michigan is not a major player in
North American wheat production.

The grain is a far more dominant
crop in the central and northern
Great Plains, from Kansas and
Oklahoma north to Alberta and
Saskatchewan.

According to the Michigan Wheat
Program, wheat sales from 2008
through 2010 averaged $218 million
annually with a total annual econom-
ic impact of $388 million. The state’s
top-five wheat-growing counties are
Huron, Sanilac, Lenawee, Tuscola
and Saginaw.

Most Michigan-grown wheat is
destined for human consumption;
different grades and varieties are
suited to baked goods, pastries, tor-
tillas and pasta. Michigan-based
wheat processors include Star of the
West Milling Company in
Frankenmuth, King Milling in
Lowell and Chelsea Milling
Company, home of Jiffy Mixes.

TUSCOLA, HURON and Sanilac counties are

among Michigan’s top wheat growing counties,

according to USDA officials, who say this year’s

statewide crop could approach a yield of 40 million

bushels – a record high.

Area farmers should sign up now
for the Michigan Wheat Program’s
Summer Field Day.

The event is slated for Wednesday,
June 17, from 8:15 a.m. through 1:30
p.m., at the MSU Plant Pathology
Research Center, 3735 N. College
Rd., Lansing, located just south of
the main campus.

The field day program will include
presentations on most every aspect
of wheat production, according to
Dave Milligan, chairman of the nine-
member wheat board, and a wheat
farmer from Cass City.
“The summer field day offers grow-

ers the chance to talk with
researchers and see their plots first-
hand,” Milligan explained. “MSU
researchers who have projects fund-
ed by the Michigan Wheat Program
will talk about their most recent find-
ings, while growers have the chance
to walk their plots.

“At this point, three years from the
date we began collecting check-off
assessments, the Michigan Wheat
Program has funded more than $1
million in research,” Milligan said.
“Many studies are in progress and
some of the results of those grower
investments will be part of the pre-
sentations at the Summer Field Day.”

Presentations will include wagon
tours through research plots..

During morning check-in and at
lunch, Dr. Jan Byrne, plant patholo-
gist with the MSU Plant Diagnostic
Laboratory, will collect wheat sam-
ples from farmers who have ques-
tions about damage, disease or other
symptoms.  The Michigan Wheat
Program has arranged complimenta-
ry evaluation of samples for the
state’s wheat farmers through the
diagnostic lab throughout the grow-
ing season.

After lunch, Bruce Sutherland of
Michigan Agricultural Commodities
will provide a market outlook; Jody

Pollok-Newsom, executive director
of the Michigan Wheat Program will
talk about changes in crop insurance
through the USDA’s Risk
Management Agency; and Martin
Nagelkirk, senior educator with
MSU Extension, will look ahead to
the 2015 harvest.endees have the
option to drive to the MSU wheat
variety trial sites at the Mason-area
farm, which will be hosted by Dr.
Eric Olson, MSU wheat breeder.

There is no cost to attend the
Michigan Wheat Program’s Summer
Field Day, thanks to the support of
the check-off program, Michigan
Crop Improvement Association and
MSU Extension.  However, to ensure
an accurate count for lunch, wagon
space and handout materials, please
RSVP by 5 p.m. Thursday, June 11,

at www.miwheat.org under “What’s
Hot.”  Or register by calling 1-888-
WHEAT01 (888-943-2801). Those
needing special accommodations
need to contact the Michigan Wheat
Program prior to the event so
arrangements can be made.

The Michigan Wheat Program is a
check-off organization funded by
nearly 8,000 wheat farmers who
grow wheat in 50 of Michigan’s 83
counties.  The Michigan Wheat
Program promotes the state’s wheat
industry by funding and supporting
the strategic priorities of wheat farm-
ers by working with input suppliers,
seed producers, millers, end users
and consumers.  Research and grow-
er education have been top priorities
for the organization.

Wheat meeting on tap June 17 at MSU

For a second year, members of the Tuscola County Future Farmers of
America (FFA) and the Human Development Commission (HDC) surprised
area senior citizens with healthy vegetable plants during May’s commodity
food distribution.

The ready-for-planting vegetables included broccoli, cucumbers, peas,
sweet peppers, tomatoes, yellow summer squash and zucchini.

Funded in part by the Tuscola County Community Foundation (Janks
Fund), the 11-week project engaged 42 FFA students who learned how to
plant from seed and nurture delicate seedlings. Students also designed gar-
den plans, prepared care instructions, and printed tasty recipes.
The seniors received information on the care and transfer of plants to sunny

garden spots.  Some of the recipients received plant pots to place on their
deck or patio as part of a promotion for container gardening, which offers
greater accessibility and requires no heavy tools and little, if any, weeding.  

The students distributed more than 90 flats of vegetable plants that should
be ready for harvesting in late summer and early fall.  Nearly 200 Tuscola
County seniors benefited from the project.

Incorporated in 1965, the Human Development Commission is one of 29
Community Action Agencies in Michigan that are dedicated to helping peo-
ple help themselves and each other. Between Oct. 1, 2013, and Sept. 30,
2014, HDC provided more than 10,000 people with nourishing food, utility
assistance, affordable housing and other needed services.

Garden is served to senior citizens
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