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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

and judicial status hearings. 
“We’re pleased to see that the work

we have been putting into our pro-
gram is paying off,” Tuscola County
Chief Judge Kim David Glaspie said
of the TRSC, which was established
in late 2013 after the Thumb’s trial
courts embarked on a cooperative
experiment designed to give them
tools outside of the traditional fines
and jail time to encourage those
repeatedly convicted of driving
under the influence of drugs and/or
alcohol to turn over a new leaf.
“Investing our time and energy now

to get these people off the cycle of
substance abuse, criminal conse-
quences, and further abuse leading to
recidivism, makes our community
happier, healthier and wealthier,”
Glaspie said. 

The new Michigan Supreme Court
report provides a detailed look into
the accomplishments of problem-
solving courts.

For example, graduates of sobriety
courts are one-fourth as likely as the
general population to be convicted of

Report: non-traditional courts in Michigan
are saving lives and bettering communities

Continued from page one. any new criminal offense within two
years of admission to a program.
When that window is extended to
four years from admission, sobriety
court participants are still about half
as likely as the general population to
be convicted of any new criminal
offense.
When attention shifts to the drug- or

alcohol-related offenses that sobriety
courts target, the results are even
more impressive.

Even though sobriety court partici-
pants are, by definition, people with
uniquely difficult substance abuse
problems, they are less than one-
third as likely as the general popula-
tion to be convicted of a new drug-
or alcohol-related offense within two
years of admission, and about half as
likely to be convicted of a new drug-
or alcohol-related offense within
four years of admission.

“We can also measure the success
of Michigan’s problem-solving
courts in dollars and cents,” the
Michigan Supreme Court justices
wrote in their introduction to the
“Solving Problems, Saving Lives”
report.

“Drug and mental health courts
alone handled more than 10,000
cases over the past two years.  In a
state of ten million people, that
might seem small, but consider this
fact: A conservative estimate of the
cost to incarcerate an offender in
prison for one day is about $66.  So,
avoiding incarceration for those
10,000 participants saved taxpayers
$66 per day – that means taxpayers

are saving millions each year.
According to research conducted on

six different programs, for every $1
invested in drug treatment court,
there was an average benefit of $2.21
to $6.32, and an average cost savings
per defendant of $2,615 to $12,218.

“What do these numbers mean to
communities and families all across
Michigan?” the justices added.
“Communities are safer and
stronger.  The quality of life is better,
not just for participants, but for all
families.  And, most important: lives
are being saved.”

The TRSC, which was established
with a $255,000 grant from the State
Court Administrative Office
(SCAO), currently has roughly three
dozen participants.  The first three
graduates of the program were hon-
ored in May after completing an
intense 36-week program that
includes group and individual coun-
seling sessions, support group meet-
ings, frequent drug/alcohol testing,
and attendance at regular status
review hearings.

Another batch of program partici-
pants were scheduled to graduate
Thursday, prompting Glaspie and
Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge
Amy Grace Gierhart to say they’re
looking forward to seeing even more
success stories unfold.
“It is tremendously satisfying to see

that the work we are putting in to
TRSC is paying off,” Gierhart
added.  “This is new ground for all of
us, but we are excited to see that it
has been worth it.”

Remick, 42, who was pronounced dead at the scene of the crash.
The accident occurred at about 12:20 a.m. at the intersection of Murphy

Lake and North Lake roads, according to troopers.  Few details were avail-
able, but investigators said Remick had two passengers, and the other vehi-
cle, a 2000 Mercedes Benz station wagon, had two occupants.

The driver of the Mercedes Benz, Katie Arbogast, 20, of Columbiaville,
and a passenger of the ATV were transported to Covenant Hospital in
Saginaw by FlightCare Helicopter, according to reports, which state a third
person on the ATV and the other state wagon occupant were taken to
Covenant Hospital by ambulance.

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department, Mayville Fire Department,
Mayville Ambulance and MMR Ambulance all assisted troopers at the
scene.

Snover man hurt

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies reported they were dispatched to inves-
tigate a personal injury accident Monday afternoon.
“The investigation determined that 20-year-old Charles Albrecht of Snover

was traveling eastbound on Basler Road near North State Road in Sanilac
Township when the steering went out on the four-wheeler,” Sgt. Shelly Park
said.  “The four-wheeler went into the ditch on the south side of Basler Road
and rolled over.”

Albrecht suffered injuries and was transported to McKenzie Memorial
Hospital by Sanilac EMS and was later flown to Saginaw Covenant Hospital
by FlightCare.

“(Albrecht) was not wearing a helmet at the time of the accident and alco-
hol does not appear to be a factor,” said Park, who noted deputies were
assisted at the scene by the Port Sanilac Fire Department, Sanilac EMS and
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR).

Fatal accident claims one life
Continued from page one.
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Promise Fulfilled
A generation comes to learn and returns to build.

There’s something really special about realizing a dream. That’s why we at SVSU celebrate the accomplishments 
of our students by reading every graduate’s name at commencement. All our students have a unique story 
about their experiences at our university, because here they’ve discovered that the best learning is from more 
than a textbook and a lecture. 

More than 80 percent of SVSU students engage in course-based service in the community before they graduate. 
That means they’re gaining skills valued by employers — critical thinking, problem solving and teamwork skills. 
At SVSU, you graduate not only with a degree, but with practical leadership experience and a demonstrated 
passion for making a difference and giving back to your community. 

From business to biology, engineering to education, 
communication to computer technology, a quality 
program of study is a click away:

svsu.edu/explore
View short video clips in which our newest alumni describe their SVSU experiences: svsu.edu/WeAre2015.
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NOT-FOR-PROFIT 
Baker is Michigan’s largest independent college  

 
students—not shareholders—allowing us to  

CONGRATULATIONS
GRADUATES!

BAKER.EDU64
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       An Equal Opportunity Af�rmative Action Institution. Baker College is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission / 230 South LaSalle St., Suite 7-500, Chicago, IL 60604-1411 
800-621-7440 / www.ncahlc.org . Baker Center for Graduate Studies’ MBA program is also accredited by the International Assembly of Collegiate Business Education (IACBE).

SUMOTEXT Promotional Alerts (max8msg/mo). T/Cs & Privacy Policy at www.74700.mobi. Reply STOP to opt out or HELP for help. Msg & Data rates may apply.

PREPARE YOURSELF®
LIFETIME EMPLOYMENT

ASSISTANCE
150+ CAREER

PROGRAMS
ATTEND ON-CAMPUS,  

ONLINE, OR BOTH
97% OF AVAILABLE

GRADUATES ARE EMPLOYED

IF YOU’RE INTERESTED IN A DIFFERENT 
KIND OF COLLEGE EXPERIENCE:
CALL: (989) 872-6000   TEXT: BAKER TO 74700   VISIT: 6667 Main St., Cass City, MI 48726

SMALL CLASS SIZE 
PERSONAL ATTENTION
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