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Kiwanis Club gearing

up for annual “fly-in”
Page 10

Problem solved?

Well, it is now
Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

Introducing the 2015

class of CCHS
Pages 15-20

HILLS AND Dales General Hospital officials recently honored three

veteran physicians: Dr. Francis T. Ozim (far left), Dr. Surendra

Raythatha (second from right) and Dr. Richard A. Hall (far right).

Also pictured is Dr. Donald H. Robbins Jr., the hospital’s chief of

staff.

Hospital, state officials honor
three veteran Cass City doctors

Lifesaver

$510 million Thumb Loop
project now up and running

THE $510 MILLION Thumb

Loop transmission system con-

sists of 789 steel monopoles

and 32 steel lattice towers, and

1,680 miles of wire.

Good Shepherd gearing up to launch
preschool education in the community

by Anna Bagnall
Staff Writer

Beginning this fall, parents in the Cass City
area will have a new option for their chil-
dren’s preschool education: Good Shepherd
Lutheran Preschool, which will be offering
classes for three- and four-year-olds as well
as young fives.

The Rev. Steve Bagnall, pastor of Good
Shepherd Lutheran Church, says the church
has been putting this program together over
the past year. 

“I was approached by three of our congre-
gation’s young mothers,” he said. “They had
seen how much their preschool aged chil-
dren had learned and grown as students in
our Sunday school program, and they asked
me if it would be possible for Good
Shepherd to open a full-scale preschool. At
first I was skeptical, because it just seemed
to be too big of a task for us. But those
moms were determined – and willing to put
in the necessary hard work.”

One of these mothers, Michelle Hoppe,

Please turn to page 10. 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital officials
recently took some time to honor three of the
local hospital’s veteran physicians.

The doctors were recognized during the annu-
al Hills and Dales Medical Staff Dinner.  Dr.
Donald H. Robbins Jr., chief of staff at Hills and
Dales, presented awards to Surendra Raythatha
(“Dr. Ray”), MD.; Richard A. Hall, DO; and
Francis T. Ozim, MD, for their dedication and
service to the hospital over the years.

“Awards were presented as a special tribute
and included a letter signed by Edward
Canfield, state representative; Mike Green, state
senator; Brian Calley, lieutenant governor; and
Rick Snyder, governor,” Hills and Dales
General Hospital spokeswoman Danielle Blaine
noted.  “Some highlights from the letter begin
with, ‘…it is a great pleasure and privilege to
honor Dr. Francis Ozim, Dr. Richard Hall and
Dr. Surendra Raythatha for their hard work and
dedication to Hills and Dales General Hospital

in Cass City.  These individuals have a true com-
mitment to the community and its people,
through providing outstanding healthcare.’
“’Of all the services offered in our communities,

nothing is more important than those provided by
the people who commit themselves to their
neighbors by providing health care in times of
need.  We are very fortunate to have such caring,
compassionate and experienced individuals with-
in our community. May they know how much
their service is appreciated’.”
The three physicians have been practicing med-

icine for a combined 115-plus years.
Dr. Hall has been practicing for 38 years, Dr.

Ozim for 33 years and Dr. Raythatha, for 47
years.  The trio has taken care of thousands of
patients while also serving the Cass City
Community through various other activities.
“As part of the Hills and Dales General Hospital

staff, these three doctors continue to give their
time and skills to better the health of our commu-
nity members,” commented Dr. Robbins.  “These
awards show the doctors how much their dedica-
tion is appreciated.”

ITCTransmission, the nation’s largest
independent electricity transmission com-
pany, recently announced its Thumb Loop
high-voltage transmission project is com-
plete.

ITC invested an estimated $510 million to
build the 345,000-volt (345 kV) line, which
serves as the backbone of a system designed
to meet the identified maximum wind ener-
gy potential of Michigan’s Thumb region.
Officials say it will also contribute to
regional system reliability and facilitate
wholesale market competition.

“Conceiving and completing the Thumb
Loop project demonstrates the value of for-
ward-thinking, collaborative planning
between the state and key stakeholders,”
said Joseph L. Welch, chairman, president
and CEO of ITC Holdings Corp.

“It’s a prime example of the effectiveness
of ITC’s planning process, which identified
the transmission needed to facilitate
Michigan’s renewable energy goals while
also strengthening the regional transmission
grid,” Welch added.  “This project brings an
increase in transmission system capacity
and reliability while providing more effi-
cient transmission of renewable energy. It
also created jobs and will have a meaning-

ful near and long-term impact on the econo-
my of the region and the entire state.”

“ITC’s $510 million investment in the
Thumb Loop project, which it completed

Please turn to page 10.

Weekend crash
claims one life
in Tuscola Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Thumb Regional Sobriety
Court (TRSC) is saving lives and
strengthening communities across
the region.

If you doubt it, just ask the
Michigan Supreme Court, which
recently released a report entitled,
“Solving Problems, Saving Lives”, a
study documenting the successes of
the state’s 164 problem-solving and
non-traditional courts, including the
TRSC.

Non-traditional courts are designed
to focus on non-violent offenders
whose underlying medical and social
problems, ranging from drug addic-
tion to post traumatic stress disorder,
have contributed to recurring con-
tacts with the criminal justice sys-
tem.  These courts are designed to
help specific offenders get needed
treatment under strictly supervised
conditions, with frequent drug tests

Report: TRSC among

state’s non-traditional

courts changing lives,

bettering communities

Please turn to page 14.

Please turn to page 14.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Thumb law enforcement agencies
reported ATVs were involved in a
pair of serious accidents over the
Memorial Day weekend holiday,
including one that claimed the life of
a Tuscola County resident.

Troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro said a Millington
man died early Sunday morning
when the ATV he was operating col-
lided with a station wagon in Tuscola
County’s Watertown Township.

The victim was identified as Jason

DOZENS OF AREA residents gathered at Elkland Township Cemetery Monday morning for the

annual Memorial Day ceremony.  The observance included the laying of a wreath by three local

World War II veterans, (top photo, from left), Bruce Sherman, Dagmar Brown and Emerson

Kennedy.  The guest speakers were Mark Zmierski, senior chief, U.S. Navy retired, and the Rev.

Mark Karwowski, pastor of the Living Word Worship Center. (Related photo, page 10.)

Never forget...
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Linda and Tom Herron

Herrons
celebrate
50 years
together

Tom and Linda Herron celebrated
their 50th wedding anniversary on
May 1.  
A surprise private vow renewal was

held and all 6 of their children;
Brenda (Tim) Brinkman, Barbara
(Patrick) Graham, Dawn (Mike)
Karr, Paula (Richard) LeValley,
Donald Herron and Angela Jordan
were in attendance.  

The renewal was also witnessed by
8 out of their 10 grandchildren.  Tom
and Linda have also been blessed
with six great-grandchildren.  In spe-
cial recognition, Arnie Messing, offi-
ciated the exchanging of vows, just
like he did 50 years ago in 1965.

Together with their children, Tom
and Linda greeted more than 200
guests at a dinner and dance recep-
tion held at the VFW Hall in Cass
City.  

As a special thank you for all the
love and support Tom and Linda
have provided to their family, the
surprise and party was planned by
their children and Lorinda DeLong,
mother of Linda.
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in marriage
Ashley and Dr. Christopher Henes

were married September 20, 2014 at
the Cathedral of the Most Blessed
Sacrament in Detroit, officiated by
Monsignor John Zenz. With a recep-
tion following at the Colony Club of
Detroit.

The bride wore a Vera Wang wed-

ding gown, structured bodice with
flowy and folded layers of organza.
Flowers were a bouquet of blush
tones of roses, peonies and dusty
miller. 

Maid of Honor was sister Nicole
Froede of Cass City. Bridesmaid was
sister of the groom Allyson Henes of
Birmingham. The Best Man was
Michael Soresi of East Pointe.
Groomsman was Travis Fanslau of
Tescumseh. 

The couple spent their honeymoon
in Punta Cana, Dominican Republic.

Ashley is the daughter of Gloria
Froede of Cass City and Bryan
Froede of Bad Axe.  Ashley was a
2007 graduate of Albion College,
and received her master’s at Central
Michigan University in 2010 as a
Physician’s Assistant. She works as a
PA for a dermatologist in Denver,
CO. 

Christopher is the son of James and
Sara MacConnachie of Grosse
Pointe Park and Stephen and Julia
Henes of Birmingham. Christopher
was a 2008 graduate of Albion
College, and a graduate of U of D
Mercy Dental School in 2013. He is
a dentist in Denver, CO. 

The couple resides in Denver, CO.

Ashley and 
Christopher Hene

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

It’s a mall world

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Schools can’t be expected to anticipate a cardiac emer-

gency among students, but they can be prepared to handle

such an emergency, giving a youth the best chance possi-

ble for survival.

The Cass City Public Schools fall into that category – in

fact, local school officials have gone above and beyond

when it comes to being ready to respond should a student

collapse after suffering sudden cardiac death.

We join with the Michigan departments of Health and

Human Services (MDHHS), and Education (MDE);

American Heart Association (AHA); Michigan High

School Athletic Association (MHSAA); and Michigan

Alliance for Prevention of Sudden Cardiac Death of the

Young (MAP-SCDY) in recognizing Cass City School offi-

cials for their efforts.

In case you missed it, both Cass City Junior-Senior High

School and Cass City Elementary School are among the

Michigan school buildings that were recently presented

with the MI HEARTSafe School designation, which recog-

nizes schools that are prepared to respond to cardiac

emergencies.

The Cass City buildings are among 122 in Michigan –

and the only Thumb school buildings – to receive the des-

ignation.

“Sudden cardiac death claims the lives of more than 300

Michigan children and young adults between the ages of

one and 39 years of age each year,” said Dr. Eden Wells,

chief medical executive of MDHHS. “Implementation of

CPR and an automated external defibrillator (AED) with-

in three to five minutes is crucial for increasing the chance

of survival. Cardiac arrest is often unexpected and fright-

ening, and I’m pleased to see so many of our schools tak-

ing preventative measures to address this health issue.”

Between 1999 and 2009 in Michigan, there were 3,134

young individuals between one and 39 years of age who

died of sudden cardiac death.  Of those, 246 were between

5 and 19 years of age.

Public Act 12 of 2014 requires all schools (grades

kindergarten to 12) to have a cardiac emergency response

plan in place. The MI HEARTSafe School designation rec-

ognizes 122 schools that have taken steps above and

beyond to prepare to respond in the event of a cardiac

emergency, and is awarded for a period of three years.

In order for a school to receive a MI HEARTSafe desig-

nation, it must perform at least one cardiac emergency

response drill per year; have a written medical emergency

response plan and team; have current CPR/AED certifica-

tion of at least 10 percent of staff; have accessible, prop-

erly maintained and inspected AEDs with signs identifying

their location; and ensure pre-participation sports screen-

ing of all student athletes using the current physical and

history form endorsed by the Michigan High School

Athletic Association.

None of these steps, alone, represents a major undertak-

ing, but together they help to ensure our kids will receive

the best initial care possible in the event of a cardiac

emergency.

It’s just another wonderful example of local school offi-

cials offering parents more than lip service when they say

they have our children’s best interest at heart.

Some people are cut out to be mallies. I am no longer
one of them. I’m simply not cool enough. Truly. Malls
make me sweat. In addition, I don’t have the one
necessity it takes to make the mall my regular weekend
destination: money. Mall goers are in the business of
shopping, which involves purchasing, which involves
plastic, or in rare cases cash.

A trendy hipster status comes at a price beyond hav-
ing to wear lipstick and comb your hair. I used to pay
it without even realizing. Then I fell off the mall-shop-
ping grid and found myself with a lot more expendable
money. Unfortunately that lasted about two minutes.
(Remember, I have kids.)
When I do make a rare trip to the mall, I sadly fall into

old patterns. I become aware of things I need that I did-
n’t know existed before my foray into the matrix. It’s
crazy and embarrassing. And although walking away
from a new purse, perfume or pair of boots is doable,
it is often more difficult than I’d like to admit.

While I yearn to be a trendy hipster fashionista, I’m
not sure they exist. Perhaps it’s all a mirage. Everyone
around me appears in their element, but it’s possible
they’re just as thirsty and sweaty as me, and when they
are at home they probably don’t even wear lipstick.
The real me sort of hopes so.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 
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I don’t go to the mall much. It hasn’t always been this
way. I used to be an experienced and proficient shop-
per. Hobnobbing at the mall was one of my main tal-
ents and preferred hobbies. Then, I got out of the
habit, I guess. Kind of like I did with running, except
with running I never actually started. 

My change in retail routines had to do with kids.
More specifically, the kids living at my house. After
giving birth, I quickly realized taking rug rats to the
mall is – in a word – a heck of a lot of work. 
My shrinking shopping skills can further be blamed

on the Internet. Online shopping is just so darn con-
venient. You don’t need to drive or use gas or look
for a parking spot or battle the crowds. And you don’t
have to bring your kids. But I guess I already men-
tioned that. 

Whatever the reasons, I fell off the shopping mall
matrix. I gave up even trying to go; stopped attempt-
ing to bend the spoon, you might say. 
There are times, however, when I must venture back

onto the grid. When I do, I feel like a visitor to a for-
eign country who’s forgotten her passport – and the
dress code. 

Mall shoppers are trendy hipster fashionistas. They
wear make-up, including lipstick. Their hair is
combed and often contains styling product. I’m a
mom in last year’s jeans, last year’s shoes and a
purse from the last millennium. If I’m lucky I’ll have
a half-used chapstick in my purse and my overall
level of dishevelment varies from day to day. 

Mall shoppers linger over the costume jewelry dis-
play, leisurely stroll over to the perfume counter and
contemplate where to eat lunch. I buzz in and out,
grab the item I need and hope the perfume lady does-
n’t spritz me in the face – again. I’ve got a bottle of
water and generic fishy crackers in the car to snack
on during the ride home.

In my dimension, malls represent a world within a
world. It’s one that’s both real and surreal. Free
makeup samples, the food court, BOGO and finding
the perfect boots to go with your already perfect
jeans. Perfect moms shopping with perfect kids. On
the one hand, it’s too good to be true. On the other,
it’s too perfect to be true.

Schools prepared for
cardiac emergencies
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The Michigan Bean Festival and Michigan Bean
Commission are seeking applicants for the 67th
Michigan Bean Queen contest. Applicants must be a
high school graduate; 17-22 year old single female.

The newly crowned winner will receive a $1,000
scholarship for college, plaque, sash, official photo-
graph and be required to attend a minimum of 10
events throughout the year representing the Michigan
Dry Bean Industry. For more information or an appli-
cation, visit the Michigan Bean Festival website. The
deadline for applications is Saturday, July 18, 2015.

**********

The Sanilac County Sheriff’s Office kept busy over
the Memorial Day holiday weekend. According to Sgt.
Shelly Park, Sanilac Central Dispatch received 575
calls for service. Sanilac County Sheriff Deputies han-
dled 109 complaints with 19 arrests. Sheriff’s Deputies
performed 37 traffic stops with 21 citations issued and
numerous verbal warnings. Sanilac County Correction
Deputies booked 9 subjects into the jail stemming
from arrests by Deputies and other police agencies
from throughout the county. 

The Marine Division was on the water as well this
Holiday weekend in Lake Huron waterways in both
Port Sanilac and Lexington Harbors. They conducted
marine patrols, responded to one boater assist call and
conducted one boat inspection. No water related
injuries were reported and no violations or citations
were issued. 

Sheriff Biniecki stated, “As the unofficial beginning
of summer, it was a busy holiday weekend and overall
a relatively safe one”. 

**********

The Gateway Sportsman’s Club, 4126 W. Bay City
Forestville Rd (M-25), 2 miles east of Unionville, is
hosting a concealed pistol license course Saturday,
May 30 from 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. Cost is $125 per stu-
dent. However, join Gateway Sportsman Club that day
and take $25 off the class fee. (Special Fee: $100 for
Gateway Club Members)

All fees include: Firearm rental, ammo, lunch, hear-
ing/eye protection, all classroom and range materials,
range time in heated indoor range, or if nice out we
will use outdoor range, excellent instruction by experi-
enced certified NRA instructors, combat Veterans and
law enforcement. Call/text Doug at 989-213-1751 or
email Younggunsts@gmail.com to reserve your spot.  

Editor,

The day after the May 5 election, I called Rep. Paul
Muxlow’s office and asked his secretary where he
stood on the tax proposal. She told me he was for
some of it and against some of it.

Then I called Senator Mike Green’s office and I
asked his secretary how he voted on the tax propos-
al. She told me, “That’s his private concern on how
he voted.” So I asked her if he was in favor or against
the proposal. She said, “Again that’s his private mat-
ter.”  I told her that he’s a public official and should
be willing to tell the people if he’s for or against an
issue unless he’s straddling the fence. At that time,
either my cell phone dropped the call or she hung up
on me.

So, Mike Green, could you please tell the people
where you stood on the tax proposal?
Why doesn’t Mike Green or Paul Muxlow present a

bill, let the Legislature vote on it, and the bill to say,
put in a special checking account for road and bridge
construction only?  Then have a tax hike only for
road and bridge construction. It would pass by 96%
and the taxpayers could see how serious our legisla-
tor is about fixing our roads and bridges.

Just do what the taxpayers want. If this can’t be
accomplished, then everyone should be voted out.

A groundhog is more reliable than our elected offi-
cials. At least he comes out once every year and gives
us a clue on how long our winters will be. Our elect-
ed officials only come out every three to four years
and tell us how they’re going to solve our problems.

What gets me mad is they’re holding the taxpayers
hostage because they didn’t get what they wanted.
They are like a bunch of spoiled brats. We don’t need
that kind of government. They’re supposed to be
there to work for us.   

Robert Peruski
Ubly

Legislators are there
to work for citizens
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*David E. Green, 47, Saint Clair
Shores, pleaded guilty to a charge of
domestic violence, third offense,
Feb. 21 in Wells Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $5,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Joshua Steven-John Puchalla, 23,
Vassar, received a one-year delayed
sentence following his plea of guilty
to possession of marijuana, subse-
quent offense, April 18, 2014, in
Vassar.

He was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $798 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Rashonda K. Killiebrew, 19,
Vassar, was sentenced to 86 days in
the county jail and 24 months proba-
tion following her plea of guilty to
attempted escape from a juvenile
facility Jan. 1, 2014.

The defendant was also ordered to
pay costs and fines totaling $698
plus attorneys fees of $500.

*David J. Diener Jr., 29, Reese,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his plea of guilty to pos-
session of a controlled substance,
subsequent offense, Aug. 12 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $798.

*Zachary L. Link, 24, Bay City,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer between Feb. 25 and

Feb. 27 in Caro.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(two prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was set at $50,000 and
the defendant was remanded to the
custody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Briana M. Janisz, 21, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to a charge of harbor-
ing felons Dec. 22 in Dayton
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was set at $500.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Norman J. Peters, 50, Cass City,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his plea of guilty to assault
with a dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) Dec. 18 in Juniata Township.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,198.

*Patrick M. Gasta, 39, Caseville,
pleaded no contest to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor – with an occupant
under the age of 16 years Sept. 8 in
Elmwood Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Caelin E. Hervert, 36, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to one count of deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana Nov.
21 in Vassar Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Dana L. Schroeder, 35, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor

vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, March 21 in
Vassar.  The defendant was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Angel L. Smith, 26, Silverwood,
pleaded no contest to charges of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer and assault or assault
and battery Oct. 26 in Dayton
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Lorenzo L. Reynero, 32, Caro,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
assault by strangulation Feb. 21 in
Indianfields Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Joseph W. Stefan, 29, Burt,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his pleas of no contest to
possession of cocaine, heroin or
another narcotic (less than 25
grams), subsequent offense, and
impaired driving Jan. 24 in Vassar.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,348.

*Jeremy Huizar, 33, Fairgrove,
pleaded no contest to charges of sur-
veilling an unclothed person, posses-
sion of marijuana and attempted
child abuse, second degree, between
June 1 and Aug. 24 in Fairgrove.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$15,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Problem solved?
Well, it is now

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I love it when government works – you know, when you see an official who
spends at least as much time doing their job as they do preparing for the next
election or otherwise trying to hang on to their position.

I think Bill Schuette and Ann Flood are those kinds of public servants.
Do you remember seeing any of those Western Sky Financial commercials,

with the smiling gal encouraging you to get one of their “problem solver”
loans?

“Get up to $10,000 in your bank account tomorrow without collateral,
enough to pay off your payday advances once and for all.  And making the
fixed monthly payments is good for your credit profile.  Problem solved,”
she says.

Well, a number of consumers who took Western Sky up on its offer quick-
ly found their problems were just beginning, starting with triple-digit inter-
est rates and, by many accounts, an assault of debt collecting phone calls.

The real problem is Western Sky was offering what is known in the busi-
ness as “predatory loans”.  Schuette – Michigan’s attorney general – along
with Flood, who serves as director of the Michigan Department of Insurance
and Financial Services (DIFS), recently offered them a little solution of his
own: stop it, and start reimbursing Michigan customers for illegally high
interest rates of up to 169 percent, with APRs over 350 percent.

Schuette and Flood recently announced they’ve negotiated a $2.2 million
settlement with the South Dakota-based Western Sky Financial, LLC, and
California-based CashCall, Inc. The settlement resolves allegations of unli-
censed loans made to approximately 17,500 Michigan consumers bearing
those illegally high interest rates.

The settlement will automatically reduce the interest rate on all loans
owned by Western Sky and CashCall to Michigan’s legal rate of 7 percent.
And, additional relief will be available for consumers who file a valid claim.

“We will not tolerate any businesses attempting to skirt the rules at the
expense of Michigan consumers trying to make ends meet,” said Schuette.
“This settlement is a victory for the thousands of Michigan consumers who
took out Western Sky loans and serves as a warning to only do business with
licensed entities.“

Western Sky assigned the loans it made to Michigan consumers to
CashCall, Inc., which serviced and collected the loans directly or through its
affiliates.  In addition to sky-high interest rates, the company charged pro-
cessing fees of up to $500 on numerous loans, exceeding the $300 cap
allowed for licensed lenders.
As a result of these high fees and interest rates, a consumer who borrowed

$1,000 from Western Sky would have to repay over $4,000 during the loan’s
two-year term, representing an annual percentage rate (APR) of nearly
200%.

In July 2013, DIFS initiated a cease and desist action under the Regulatory
Loan Act against Western Sky to stop the company from making unlicensed
and high-interest loans to Michigan consumers. That proceeding led to
intensive negotiations resulting in the settlement. That same year, Western
Sky discontinued any new lending in Michigan.

Citizens can learn all of the details of the settlement, and how to file a
claim, by calling 1-866-336-5756 or by logging onto the website
www.MIWesternSkySettlement.com.  The deadline to file a claim is Sept.
18.

Kudos to Schuette and Flood.  
Problem solved.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Nicole Froede recently graduat-
ed from Albion College, receiv-
ing a degree in economics and
management, with a minor in
communication studies. A total of
382 students comprised Albion’s
Class of 2010. Froede, the daugh-
ter of Bryan Froede of Bad Axe
and Gloria Froede of Cass City, is
a graduate of Cass City High
School.

The Knights of Columbus
recently raffled off free oil
changes and a GPS system - both
donated by Curtis Chrysler in
Cass City - to patrons of the orga-
nization’s fish/chicken dinners.
Curtis Chrysler General Manager
Dan Curtis presented the GPS to
winner Bill McCreedy. Winners
of the oil changes were Barb
Clark, Jon Zdrojewski, Bob
Montgomery, Dan Toner, Deb
Frank, Karen Nicol and Josh
Osantoski.

The Owen-Gage softball team
swept Peck Thursday to secure
the Bulldog’s third straight North
Central Thumb League title with
a 13-5 record in conference play.
The champs are Kelsey Quick,
Christy Schmidt, Lacie Prich,
Kayla Montreuil, Marissa
Woodruff, Rochelle Bosley,
Amanda Muntz, Erica Mroz,
Lauren Mandich, Carli Warack,
Miranda Radabaugh, Christin
Harris, Alexis Morrish, Donna
Hopper, Assistant coach, Jason
Pierce and Coach Doug Hyatt.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Each year the Detroit Free Press
publishes the name of the top
scholar-athlete in each of
Michigan’s high schools as
selected by school officials. The
honorees were published in a spe-
cial section of the Thursday, May
26 issue. Included were these stu-
dents from area schools. Cass
City-Andrew Schinnerer, son of
Lloyd and Laura Schinnerer.
Kingston-Brittni Hill, daughter of
Tim and Lilsa Hill. Owendale-
Gagetown-Katie Swiastyn,
daughter of Walt and Kaye
Swiastyn. Ubly-Jaclyn Rivard,
daughter of Larry and Pamela
Rivard (Rabbit Tracks)

Cass City High School senior
Marcel Helland was recently
honored for his outstanding musi-
cianship as well as his dedication
and commitment to band. He was
presented with the coveted John
Philip Sousa and Louis
Armstrong Jazz awards.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Headed for the 19th annual

Rotary District 631 Youth
Leadership Seminar Camp June
10-14 are Cass City students
Steve Tuckey, Rick Krueger,
Chris Herringshaw, Amiee
Cooper, Jane Marker and Tracey
Patera.

Poolstaff for summer 1990 are
Stacey Capps, Brad Gray, Bobbi
Fischer, Adam Suzor, Michael
Jones, Alicia Bliss, Lisa Russell,
Pat Shagena and Mindy Fulcher.
Jones and Bliss are pool co-direc-
tors.

Two players from Cass City
were among the players on the
Thumb B Association all-confer-
ence team selected by the
league’s coaches. They are Greg
Graham, infield, and Jason
Robertson, designated hitter. 

Cass City resident Les
Merchant, a delivery driver for
United Parcel Service, was
recently recognized by the com-
pany for completing 15 years of
driving without an accident. 

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

Campbell Elementary School
Principal Jacqueline Freiburger
has received a certificate of
appreciation from Region 11 of
the Michigan Elementary and
Middle School Principals
Association. The certificate was
awarded at the region’s May 15
meeting in Mount Pleasant for
making a significant contribution
to education through outstanding
leadership given to children and
the community.

The creation of Dennis Hurley
and Ken Jensen, patterned after
the x-wing fighter space ships in
the movie “Star Wars,” was put
on display last Thursday at the
First Presbyterian Church. It will
ride on the church’s float in the
July 4th parade. Some youngsters
from the church helped with the
sanding, filling and priming.
Final paint job was applied by
Dennis and brother Roger
Hurley. Construction was in
Dennis’ garage starting in March.

Cass City High School seniors
finally got to “swing out” last
Thursday as they paraded
through town in full graduation
dress, led by the high school
band. High School Principal Russ
Richards said the event ran
smoothly with the lighting of a
smoke bomb at the end being the
only shenanigan. He said he
thought the tradition would con-
tinue next year but was not cer-
tain. The event was originally
scheduled Sunday, May 18, but
was postponed due to rain.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Cass City Chamber of

Commerce members got together
Tuesday night to help replant
trees along Main Street. This
year’s effort got off to an earlier
start and it’s hoped the new trees
will eventually help beautify the
village. Chamber members plant-
ing this tree in front of Pinney
State Bank were Bill Kritzman,
Aime Ouvry and Ed Bergman.

Dick Erla announced that the
new Big D restaurant that he
recently completed has been sold
to a veteran restaurant man from
Bad Axe. The new owner is Dale
Dwight Deering. Although a
young man, Deering already has
six years’ experience working at
the A&W restaurant at Bad Axe.
Deering is single and lives in
Elkton.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Village President Lambert
Althaver appointed Mrs. Evelyn
MacRae to the planning commis-
sion Tuesday night to end two
months of wrangling over the
position. Mrs. MacRae will
replace. Jim Bauer, the presi-
dent’s original choice, who with-
drew his name from considera-
tion after his appointment was
challenged by council members,
headed by Dr. D. E. Rawson.

For $20.40, Cass City area men
can look just like Jack Esau… or
at least, dress just like him. That’s
what it will cost to be a well-
dressed Cass City Area
Centennial promoter, according
to a tally of prices of available
men’s wear and accessories. Esau
examines a dress for milady at
The Trade Winds and wonders
what it will cost to outfit the well-
dressed centennial woman.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Decoration Day services will be
held at Cass City on Monday,
May 31. The village president
appointed the Boy Scouts to have
charge of the day. The Scouts
selected as a committee, Nelson
Higgins, Arthur Hicks, Earle
Buchanan, Frank Mixter and Roy
Striffler, who with the local troop
committee and Assistant Scout
Master, W. R. Kaiser, have
planned the service.

President C. J. Striffler and
Secretary H. L. Hunt of the local
fair society have made applica-
tion to the Michigan Agricultural
Fair Commission for a portion of
the $50,000 appropriation which
the state legislature has made for
the promotion of agriculture and
industry in the state by the pay-
ment of premiums to exhibitors at
the various fairs.
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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ahead of schedule, has transformed
and expanded the antiquated and in
some cases non-existent energy
delivery capabilities across
Michigan’s Thumb,” commented
U.S. Rep. Candice Miller (MI-10).

“This important project, certain to
spur future energy investment
throughout the region, positions the
Thumb as a state leader in delivering
reliable, renewable energy critical to
ensuring Michigan residents contin-
ue to have access to low-cost energy
sources for years to come. I applaud
ITC on this major accomplishment
and its commitment to the future of
delivering energy solutions.”

Gov. Rick Snyder also cited the
Thumb Loop’s benefits to the people
of Michigan.

“The Thumb Loop has been a good
investment for Michigan. It has
allowed us to expand our agricultur-
al processing abilities and allowed us
to add low-cost renewable energy to
our grid and saved Michigan
ratepayers real money,” Snyder said.
“It is a good example of why we
need to evaluate transmission in our
overall planning to ensure an adapt-
able, affordable, reliable, and envi-
ronmentally protective energy
future.”

“The entire ITC team worked tire-
lessly to bring the Thumb Loop into
service ahead of the original end-of-
2015 target,” said Linda Blair, ITC
executive vice president, chief busi-

Thumb Loop project now complete
Continued from page one.

ness unit officer and president, ITC
Michigan. “This effort reflects ITC’s
ongoing commitment to operational
excellence and focused project man-
agement, working in close coopera-
tion with landowners, communities
and alliance partners and suppliers,
many of whom are based in
Michigan.”

During the construction phase of
the Thumb Loop, ITC estimates the
project had a direct impact of $366
million to the Michigan economy,
including employment of local con-
tractors, vendors and suppliers.

The Thumb-area economy benefit-
ed from the demand for supplies and
services such as concrete, hardware,
fuel, gravel and trucking, as well as
food, lodging and other personal
needs for construction crews.

Studies by the Midcontinent ISO,
the regional authority that oversees
transmission for a 15-state area that
includes Michigan, show that multi-
value projects such as the Thumb
Loop are anticipated to produce ben-
efits for customers in Michigan and
the broader region of between two-
and-a-half and four times the project
cost.

About the Thumb Loop

The Thumb Loop project consists
of approximately 140 miles of dou-
ble-circuit 345,000 volt (345 kV)
transmission lines and four new sub-
stations. It serves as the “backbone”
of a system designed to meet the

identified maximum wind energy
potential of the Thumb region and is
capable of supporting a maximum
capacity of about 5,000 MW.

As an important link in the high-
voltage transmission system in
Michigan and the region, it con-
tributes to reducing congestion,
improving system reliability and
facilitating wholesale market compe-
tition. Additional lines and facilities
will be needed in the future as wind
generators go into service and con-
nect to the backbone system.
Construction began in 2011, and the

project was put into service in three
phases. Phase 1, consisting of 62
miles of lines and two substations in
Tuscola and Huron counties, went
into service in September 2013.
Phase 2 includes 20 miles of lines in
St. Clair and Sanilac counties, the
Fitz Substation in St. Clair County
and upgrades at the Greenwood sub-
station; it was energized in May
2014.

Phase 3, comprising 56 miles of
line in Huron and Sanilac counties
and the Banner substation near
Sandusky, went into service earlier
this month.

Combined, the Thumb Loop project
requires 1,680 miles of wire, enough
to stretch from the Thumb to Salt
Lake City, Utah; 789 steel
monopoles; 32 steel lattice towers;
and 62,639 cubic yards of concrete –
6,264 mixer truckloads — for pole
and tower foundations.

THE REV. STEVE Bagnall and Pamela Kolacz

along with Kolacz’ daughter, Brooklyn, stand out-

side the Good Shepherd Lutheran Preschool.

said there were several factors driving her push for a preschool at Good
Shepherd. She saw a need for having “a Christian setting for children, and
for kids to have a setting with more individual care, more of a one-on-one,
in-touch type thing.”

In addition to the Christian component to the preschool, teacher Pam
Kolacz pointed out that Good Shepherd will differ from other preschools in
other ways as well. Classes will be capped at 12 students each and the pre-
school will run on Cass City Public School’s schedule, with nine full months
of classes, early September through end of May.

So far, two classes are scheduled. Three-year-olds will have class on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:15 to 10:45 a.m. and four- and five-year-
olds will have classes on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during the
same times.

Tuition for three-year-olds will be $600 per year, or $565 if paid in full
before the school year begins. For four- and five-year-olds, the cost will be
$900 per year — $850 if paid in full before the school year begins.

There will be a “Meet the Teacher Night” at the preschool, located at 6880
Main St., Cass City, on Tuesday, June 9, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  The session
is an opportunity for parents to interact with Kolacz, and all who enroll their
children that night or before will receive an additional $25 tuition discount.

“What’s nice about a small-town community is that we can do things like
walking field trips, getting parents and grandparents involved,” Kolacz said.
“Having smaller class sizes will be a real benefit, because I can get to know
the kids quicker and catch problems sooner, which makes for the child to
have the ideal learning environment.

“It’s very exciting getting to start something new,” she added. “We’ll be
able to personalize it and build the program to meet the vision of what I’d
like to teach children. When you’re doing something from the ground up,
you can make it your own and mold it.”

Bagnall said the Good Shepherd Preschool Committee was very pleased
when Kolacz, who has more than 20 years of early childhood experience,
accepted the teaching position.

“Mrs. Kolacz has a very fine reputation from her previous time teaching
preschool in Cass City.  She has shown energy, drive and a sunny attitude as
she builds the program,” he said.

Bagnall will also have a lot of interaction with the children as he leads a
short “Jesus Time” with the preschoolers.

“Each day they will grow in their understanding that Jesus loves them,”
Bagnall said of the curriculum. “With Jesus at the center of our classroom
experience, we will establish a loving atmosphere where children are
encouraged to be kind, polite and respectful.”

Over the summer, members at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church will be
purchasing equipment and supplies, completing inspections and getting the
classroom ready for the start of fall classes. 

“The members of our church are committed to providing a quality early
childhood education in a Christian environment for Cass City’s young fam-
ilies,” Bagnall said. “They have been very generous in their support of this
project, both in terms of funding and in hard work. We hope to be a blessing
to our community by providing a much-needed service and by sharing the
love of Christ.”

Hoppe said it’s sometimes been a challenge to start a preschool from
scratch. “It’s the unknown of, ‘Will this work? Can it happen?’” she reflect-
ed. “We’re just putting our trust in God that if this is meant to happen, then
He will direct it and somehow it will come together. Amazingly, it did.”
More information about the preschool program is available by calling (989)

975-1843, or drop by the program’s booth during the upcoming Cass City
Freedom Festival.

Continued from page one.

Good Shepherd launching preschool

Caro Kiwanis Club planning for bigger,
better annual Fly-In event this summer

The Caro Area Kiwanis Club will
host its 10th annual Fly-In Saturday,
Aug. 1, at the Tuscola Area Airport,
located southwest of Caro along M-
81.  The most-recently held event
was another huge success with many
spectators from all over the Thumb
area and throughout Michigan
attending.

This year looks to be even better
than the previous years’ activities,
according to local Kiwanis Club
organizers, who say there will be
many different aircraft and airplane
displays, including helicopters.
Pilots who fly to Caro for the event
will be eligible to win up to 50 gal-
lons of aviation fuel in a “pilot’s
only” raffle.

The event will take place rain or
shine, and there will be plenty to do
for the entire family.  

Aviation enthusiasts can take air-
plane rides, weather permitting, and
other planned activities include a
remote-controlled plane display and
lots of great food. On the ground,
there will be children’s games,
crafts, a silent auction of items
donated by local businesses, and two
candy drops near the end of the
event.  Also, the popular Kiwanis
Club Plane Train will return to pro-
vide rides to young children.

Raffle tickets will also be on sale
from club members and volunteers
during the event, with the winning
tickets to be drawn at 2 p.m.

Fly-In events are slated to get
underway at 10 a.m. and will con-
clude by 3 p.m.  Admission to the

airport is free and there will be plen-
ty of free parking on the airport
grounds.
Although the Kiwanis Club is rather

new to the Caro area, it is a 100-year-
old international service organiza-
tion that has been around since 1915.
Its main headquarters are in
Indianapolis, Ind.  Composed of both
men and women, it has chapters in
70 countries, with members sharing
a common goal of responding to the
needs of children and young adults
in their local communities. 

The annual Fly-In at the airport is

known as one of the main, signature
events for the Caro Area Kiwanis
Club.  Proceeds from the event ben-
efit Tuscola County and Thumb area
children and young people in need of
college scholarships and other proj-
ects.

More information about the upcom-
ing event and the Caro Area Kiwanis
Club is available by calling (989)
325-1397. The service group meets
on the first and third Tuesday of each
month at 12:10 p.m. at the
Brentwood in Caro.

MARK ZMIERSKI, senior chief, U.S. Navy

retired, lays a wreath at the veterans memorial at

the Cass City Municipal Building prior to

Monday’s annual Memorial Day parade.


