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THANKS TO MEMBERS of VFW Post 3644, Cass City, along with

other volunteers, visitors to the Elkland Township Cemetery on

Memorial Day will find an abundance of red, white and blue honoring

this nation’s fallen servicemen and women.  Memorial Day ceremonies

are also planned annually at the Novesta and Grant township cemeter-

ies.

Memorial Day observances on
tap locally to honor the fallen 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City area residents will honor the nation’s fall-
en heroes this month just as they have for many
decades; with Memorial Day observances designed
to demonstrate the community’s respect, gratitude
and desire to honor those who made the ultimate sac-
rifice for freedom.
The traditional Elkland Township Memorial Service

will begin at 10 a.m. Monday with a parade starting
at the corner of Main and Seeger streets in Cass City.

Line-up for the procession will begin at 9:30 a.m.,
according to Joe Merchant, commander, VFW Post
3644, who noted local VFW members will be placing
a wreath at the downtown veterans’ memorial before
proceeding to the Elkland Township Cemetery.

Of course, those planning to attend can look for-
ward to viewing the VFW Post’s impressive “Avenue
of Flags” numbering roughly 200 flags posted along
the main drive at the cemetery.

The flag display is an integral part of the day’s
observance, serving as a powerful reminder of what
the holiday is all about – honoring the memory of
men and women whose service to their country
paved the way for the freedom their fellow citizens
enjoy to this day, Merchant said. 

This year’s service at the cemetery will again be led
by master of ceremonies Mark Zmierski, senior
chief, U.S. Navy retired.  The Rev. Mark
Karwowski, pastor of the Living Word Worship
Center in Cass City, will be the guest speaker and
will also lead the invocation and benediction.  Also
featured will be the Cass City Junior-Senior High
School Band.  VFW members will be placing anoth-
er memorial wreath, and the post’s firing squad will
present its traditional salute.

The Cass City Historical and Genealogical Society
is again encouraging area volunteers to assist with
placing American flags on the graves of servicemen
and women at the cemetery, located just east of the
village.  The work, involving placement of some 600
flags in all, is scheduled to get underway today
(Wednesday) at 9 a.m.

A group of home schooled students and parents
along with members of the local VFW post have
already indicated they will be helping out, but more
volunteers are always welcome, according to organ-
izer Katie Jackson.  “We need about 32 people to
handle this,” Jackson said, adding the project typi-
cally takes about 2 ½ hours to complete.

Jackson said research completed over the years by
local residents such as historian Jim Ware has made

Please turn to page 8.

Cass City School buildings among 122 in state to earn
new designation for being cardiac emergency prepared

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

No one wants to think of a seeming-
ly healthy youngster suddenly col-
lapsing due to a cardiac emergency,
but it happens, and it can happen in
school.

Parents of children who are stu-
dents in the Cass City Public Schools
can rest assured, however, that local
school officials are prepared to act in
such emergencies, when seconds can
make the difference between life and
death.

The Michigan departments of
Health and Human Services
(MDHHS), and Education (MDE);

American Heart Association (AHA);
Michigan High School Athletic
Association (MHSAA); and
Michigan Alliance for Prevention of
Sudden Cardiac Death of the Young
(MAP-SCDY) last week awarded
122 schools in Michigan the MI
HEARTSafe School designation,
which recognizes schools that are
prepared to respond to cardiac emer-
gencies.

Among the recipients were Cass
City Junior-Senior High School and
Cass City Elementary School.

“Sudden cardiac death claims the
lives of more than 300 Michigan
children and young adults between
the ages of one and 39 years of age

each year,” said Dr. Eden Wells,
chief medical executive of MDHHS.
“Implementation of CPR and an
automated external defibrillator
(AED) within three to five minutes is
crucial for increasing the chance of
survival.  Cardiac arrest is often
unexpected and frightening, and I’m
pleased to see so many of our
schools taking preventative meas-
ures to address this health issue.”

Doctors use the term “sudden car-
diac death” to describe a young,
apparently healthy person who dies
suddenly from a cardiac arrest.
Often, a sudden cardiac event is the
first apparent sign in a young person.

Please turn to page 8.

McCreedy and Retford top
the Owen-Gage Class of 2015

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Owen-Gage School officials recently announced the top graduates of their
Class of 2015.

They are Valedictorian Andrea M. McCreedy, the daughter of Keith and
Beverly McCreedy of Owendale, and Salutatorian Adam T. Retford, the son
of John and Gina Retford, also of Owendale.

McCreedy, who closes out her high school career with a grade point aver-

Please turn to page 5.

Andrea McCreedy Adam Retford

Sanilac teens hurt in crash
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Three teens suffered injuries when
they were thrown from the vehicle
they were riding in Friday night in
Sanilac County’s Moore Township.

Sgt. Shelly Park reported deputies
were dispatched to Downington
Road near Sheldon Road at 10:17
p.m.

“A 1998 Ford Explorer being driv-
en by a 17-year-old Deckerville male
lost control and entered the ditch,
overturning multiple times,” Park
said.  “There were two 17-year-old
Deckerville female passengers in the

vehicle. All three subjects were
ejected from the vehicle.

“The vehicle came to rest on one of
the female passenger’s lower
extremities,” Park said.  “Neighbors
who heard the accident came out and
assisted with the injured subjects.
Moore Township Fire (and) Argyle
Fire along with deputies and citizens
helped to free the subject.”

All three teens were initially trans-
ported to McKenzie Memorial
Hospital for treatment. One passen-
ger was transferred to Hurly in Flint
for treatment of what investigators
described as serious non-life threat-

Please turn to page 2.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education
Monday hired a Deford area resident
with impressive credentials to serve

as the school district’s next chief
financial officer (CFO).

The search for a new CFO began
after Mary Cunningham submitted
her resignation last month following
a year in the position.  Cunningham

announced she had accepted another
position with Team One Credit
Union, but would assist school offi-
cials in making the transition to a
new CFO over the next few weeks.

During Monday’s rescheduled May

monthly meeting, school Supt. Jeff
Hartel told the board that he and
Cunningham have since interviewed
four candidates for the job, and “all
of them were very qualified” with
backgrounds in accounting and
finance.

Hartel asked the board to hire
Allison Zimba for the job, saying the
Deford woman, originally from the
Kingston area, comes to the school
district with 8 years of experience as
a financial analyst at Dow Corning
under her belt.  Her resume also
includes a bachelor’s degree in
finance from Saginaw Valley State
University and a master’s degree in
business administration from Central
Michigan University.

“She comes with solid references.
She’s dedicated to the district,”
Hartel said, adding, “She’s first class
all the way.”

Cunningham agreed with Hartel’s
assessment, saying, “I think she’ll
provide the longevity that you need
in this role.”

The board unanimously approved

the hiring of Zimba, who will earn an
annual salary of $62,000.

BUDGET OUTLOOK

Turning to finances, Cunningham
indicated the district stands to com-
plete the 2014-15 fiscal year with a
balanced budget, in spite of the loss
of some $20,000 in revenue due to
enrollment dips over the past year.

The only significant changes in
expenses, she noted, stem from the
board’s decision last month to spend
a portion of the projected $100,000
to $125,000 surplus in this year’s
budget to pay for textbook purchases
and capital improvements.

The planned expenditures include
an estimated $60,000 to $70,000 for
new (replacement) textbooks in
grades K-5.  Another $23,000 will be
earmarked for repairs to the district’s
parking lots, and Hartel has sought
bids for a new bus garage roof.
School officials also anticipate com-
pleting a project that will address

Please turn to page 7.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Although real and personal property values – consisting mainly of residen-
tial housing – slid by nearly two percent in taxable value for Cass City res-
idents from a year ago, village officials say those same home owners won’t
see a hike in their next tax bills to help make up the deficit.

In fact, the village of Cass City is in a stable condition, reports Village
Manager Peter Cristiano, as increases in Renaissance Zone tax values and
Industrial Facility Tax (IFT) Exemption values totaled over $55,000. The
increase in IFT values from 2014 to 2015 - $1,866,700 - will easily cover the
tax revenue shortfall.
Accordingly, the Cass City Village Council set the 2015 tax levy at 18.1387

mills during its regular monthly meeting Monday, keeping the rate
unchanged for the past several years. It will cost the owner of a home locat-
ed in the village, with a market value of $100,000, about $725 annually in
taxes.

Despite the expected loss of $12,305 in 2015 tax revenues from a decrease
in personal property values, Cristiano expects an overall gain of nearly

Please turn to page 7.
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Thumb Area 4-H Camp will be held
Monday, June 29, through
Wednesday, July 1, at Camp Cavell.

This camp is for youth ages 9 to 14
years as of Jan. 1, 2015, and youth
do not need to be 4-H members to
attend.  The goal is to help youth
experience nature in an exciting and
memorable way, while developing
independence, confidence and
friendships.

Camp applications are now avail-
able for pick up at MSU Extension
Offices in Huron, St. Clair, Sanilac
and Tuscola counties.

Thumb Area 4-H Camp offers an
opportunity for youth to share expe-
riences in camping with activities
including Great Lakes ecology,
kayaking, tree climbing, mud hiking,
swimming, horseback riding,
archery, team building skills, skits, a
petting zoo, games and crafts. 

The deadline to register is Monday,
June 1.

Camp Cavell is located 25 miles
north of Port Huron along Lake
Huron, with 55 acres of wooded and
open land, two streams, numerous of
trails and a pond to explore.  Visit
campcavell.org for more information
about the location.  

4-H leaders and parents are needed
as 4-H camp volunteers, and organ-
izers are looking for several adult
male chaperones to lend a hand.
Adult volunteers must complete the
MSU Volunteer Selection Process in
order to attend 4-H Camp.  Adults
assist the campers in various activi-
ties during the camp.  More informa-

Registration deadline near for Thumb
Area 4-H Camp, slated June 29-July 1

tion is available by contacting Cathy
Goulet, 4-H Youth Program coordi-
nator at (989) 269-9949 (ext. 609),
or via email at
gouletca@anr.msu.edu.

Scholarship applications for Thumb
Area 4-H Camp are available
through the Kelly Rae Flannery
Scholarship Fund for Huron County
youth from families struggling finan-
cially.  Scholarship applications are
available upon request only at the
MSU Extension Office (located
within the health department com-

plex), 1142 S. Van Dyke Rd., Suite
200, in Bad Axe.  For a scholarship
application, contact Kari VerEllen,
4-H administrative assistant, at (989)
269-9949 (ext. 604) or via email at
verelle7@msu.edu.

The scholarship application dead-
line is Monday, June 1.

Thumb Area 4-H Camp is held in
cooperation with Huron, St. Clair,
Sanilac and Tuscola counties.
Anyone interested in making a dona-
tion to the Thumb Area 4-H Camp
can contact either Cathy Goulet or
Kari VerEllen.

United Producers give
Venema $1,000 award
for university expenses

Elizabeth Venema of Deford was
recently awarded a $1,000 United
Producers Inc. Scholarship.

Venema, a senior at Cass City High
School, is the daughter of Martin and
Lisa Venema. After graduation, she
plans to attend Michigan State
University to study animal science.

“The future of agriculture depends
on those who are currently consider-
ing and pursuing a career in this crit-
ical industry,” said UPI President
and CEO Dennis Bolling.  “We want
to do all we can to encourage stu-
dents who have an interest in

agribusiness, farming, veterinary
medicine or other agriculture-based
industries to pursue their careers.
This is our way of helping them do
so.”

UPI awarded $32,000 in scholar-
ships this year in the seven states in
which it has facilities.

In Michigan, six $1,000 scholar-
ships were awarded to 2015 graduat-
ing high school seniors and students

currently enrolled in a college or
technical school, studying an agri-
culture-related field. Those selected
were required to be a Preferred
Member of UPI or a child or grand-
child of a Preferred Member.

United Producers Inc. is a farmer-
owned cooperative headquartered in
Columbus, Ohio, and serving more
than 35,000 livestock producers in
the Midwest United States.
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ening injuries, while the driver and
other passenger were transferred to
Saint Mary’s Medical Center in
Saginaw.

The occupants’ names were not
released by deputies, who noted the
accident remains under investiga-
tion.

“It appears all three subjects were
not wearing their seatbelts, (and)
speed was a factor in the accident,”
Park said.  “Names are being with-
held pending charges.”

Sanilac EMS as well as the Moore
and Argyle township fire depart-
ments assisted deputies at the scene.

Continued from page one.

Sanilac teens
hurt in crash
Friday night
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)Families throughout the Thumb are no doubt planning

picnics, barbecues and other family gatherings for
Saturday and Sunday, a tradition that fits naturally with
the arrival of a long weekend.

But many of those families will do so with empty chairs
at their tables, painful reminders of the dear price of free-
dom paid by so many brave men and women who lost their
lives while serving our nation in the military.

Memorial Day, originally called Decoration Day, is a
day of remembrance for those who have died in service to
the United States of America.  More than two dozen cities
and towns claim to be the birthplace of the observance,
although Waterloo, N.Y., was officially declared the birth-
place of Memorial Day by President Lyndon B. Johnson in
May 1966.
Regardless of the exact date or location of its origins, one

thing is clear – Memorial Day was borne out of the Civil
War and a desire to honor
our dead.  It was officially proclaimed on 5 May 1868 by
General John Logan, national commander of the Grand
Army of the Republic, in his General Order No. 11.
“The 30th of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of

strewing with flowers, or otherwise decorating the graves
of comrades who died in defense of their country during
the late rebellion, and whose bodies now lie in almost
every city, village and hamlet churchyard in the land,” he
proclaimed.

The date of Decoration Day, as he called it, was chosen
because it wasn’t the anniversary of any particular battle.

On that first Decoration Day, General James Garfield
made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, and some
5,000 participants decorated the graves of the 20,000
Union and Confederate soldiers buried there.
The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New

York in 1873.  By 1890 it was recognized by all of the
northern states.  The South refused to acknowledge the
day, honoring their dead on separate days until after
World War I, when the holiday changed from honoring
just those who died fighting in the Civil War to honoring
Americans who died fighting in any way.

History lessons aside, Memorial Day was established as
a somber day of remembrance for Americans to take the
time to visit cemeteries and place flags or flowers on the
graves of this nation’s war dead.  It is a day to remember
ancestors, family members and other loved ones who
made the ultimate sacrifice.

But now, too many people “celebrate” the day without
more than a casual thought to the purpose and meaning of
the day.
How should we honor the 1.8 million who gave their lives

for America since 1775?  How should we thank them for
their service?  We believe the answer is simple: we can all
take the time to observe a few moments of silence, keep
their memories alive and sincerely appreciate what they
gave up that we might continue to live in a free nation.

That’s an obligation most of us can fulfill by simply
attending a local Memorial Day observance in our com-
munities, such as those organized annually in Elkland,
Novesta and Grant townships, as well as others in the
Cass City area.
Memorial Day is a federal holiday that comes with a day

off for most of us.  Why not spend at least a portion of that
day remembering and considering just how thankful we
are for each of these heroes?

It’s the very least we, as Americans, can do.

love. Nothing at all. 
—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 

***********

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) is busy with the 2015 fish-stocking season.
This spring, people are likely to find DNR fish-
stocking trucks releasing their prized cargo at hun-
dreds of lakes and streams throughout the state.

Fish stocking is a valuable tool used by fisheries
managers to restore, enhance and create new fish-
ing opportunities in Michigan’s inland lakes and
streams and in the Great Lakes. The DNR
Fisheries Division accomplishes this task by rear-
ing fish at its six fish production facilities located
throughout the state; cooperatively managing up to
50 rearing ponds and 12 Great Lakes net pen loca-
tions; and maintaining a fleet of 17 specialized
fish-stocking vehicles.

Over the course of a typical year, the DNR will
stock roughly 20 million to 25 million fish weigh-
ing nearly 400 tons, including eight species of
trout and salmon, and four cool-water species such
as walleye and muskellunge.

Michigan anglers have access to four Great
Lakes, 3,000 miles of Great Lakes shoreline, more
than 11,000 inland lakes and tens of thousands of
miles of rivers and streams. That puts residents and
visitors no more than 10 minutes away from great
angling opportunities and world-class fisheries.

Visit the DNR’s fish-stocking website at michi-
gandnr.com/fishstock/ for information on local fish
stocking locations.

Tight lines my friends.
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Our family is growing. Daughter number one and only
recently got engaged, which means there is a wedding
and new son-in-law in our future. The engagement took
my husband by surprise. I think he was (is?) in denial
about our kids growing up. I am right there with him. It’s
a river big enough for the both of us. (We’re not getting
any older, how can they?)

After the big and happy announcement had run its
course, with heartfelt hugs and good wishes all around, I
got him alone and asked what he thought.

He answered with three-and-a-half words. “They’re so
young.”

I reminded him that when we were the same age as our
daughter we weren’t engaged. We were married.
And indeed we were so young. And probably not ready

for the world at large. It’s a good thing we were com-
pletely ignorant of the fact. Ignorant. Young. In love.
And poor.

But happy. 
During our fledgling years of wedded bliss we had three

part-time jobs between the two of us. We also worked as
managers of our apartment complex to get a better rate
on rent. 
Part of that job included cleaning vacated apartments to

prepare them for new renters. In those early days, we
wallpapered bathrooms, scrubbed kitchens and vacu-
umed lobby carpets. It didn’t matter that we’d never
hung wallpaper or cleaned an oven before. We learned
along the way and considered ourselves fortunate to be
trimming from our rent bill.

In addition to his working 32 hours a week at a regular
job, my husband was still in school and carried a full
course load – for three years. He used to study at the din-
ing room table, which doubled as the kitchen table and,
come to think of it, was our only table. We purchased it
at a garage sale for $35, chairs included. 

I remember a summer Saturday when we wanted to go
to a movie to avoid the heat. We lived near a theater that
showed older shows for a discounted price. Matinees
were a couple bucks a ticket. After sifting through my
purse and his wallet we were still a little short. I don’t
remember feeling the least bit discouraged. Just curious
as to where we might find a half a buck.

After looking in drawers and between chair cushions,
we went out to the car and searched under the mats. And
wouldn’t you know it? We found two quarters, enough to
get us into the show! We couldn’t have been happier and
didn’t even consider popcorn. It was out of the question
but we didn’t care. 

We had a little hibachi grill on our deck – if you could
call the three-by-six-foot space that. The concrete deck
floor was covered in a plastic carpet that was supposed
to resemble grass. One time a spark flew from the grill
and lit the fake grass on fire. After stomping out the
flames, my husband replaced the burnt plastic with a new
rectangle of grass from the home improvement store.
From then on we didn’t barbecue much. Still don’t. 

Our deck wasn’t the only thing on fire. A guy living
down the hall came home one night and put a pizza in the
oven. He must have fallen asleep because the pizza burst
into flames, the alarms went off and they had to evacuate
the whole building. The guy threw the burning pizza
onto the lawn and it landed under our deck. We were glad
none of the sparks flew up to our newly refurbished fake
grass, as we had matinee aspirations for our tight budget
the following weekend. 

A short time after that big date we discovered a brand
new food chain that served sub sandwiches. For a treat
on Saturdays we’d splurge and share one. Still do. Share
a sub, that is. Some things never change.

And some do. Our family is growing. My husband is
right; our daughter and her fiancé are young. But so were
we. And there’s nothing wrong with being young and in

Memorial Day much
more than a day off

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters to the
editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

The 12th annual Cass City Gavel Club Jack & Jill
Invitational track meet for junior high athletes was a huge
success. Helping to make sure things ran smoothly Friday
in the recreational park were local volunteers Craig
Weaver and Jim Mastie. 

Weaver did a terrific job at the 10-school gathering as
the official starter, limiting the time between races and
keeping the meet moving at a rapid pace (he did the same
Saturday as starter at the Division 3 Regional track meet
in Bad Axe).

Mastie did his part to keep the meet on schedule from
the press box as the voice of the meet. His commands
were loud and clear, partly due to the new sound system
at the track that was purchase by the local civic group
with the help of the Cass City Booster Club.

***********

Bill Hartzell has begun his duties as a part-time code
enforcement officer for the village. So far this summer,
Hartzell reports 24 properties with grass-blight concerns,
two properties in violation of the Inoperable Vehicle
Ordinance and 15 animal complaints.

***********

The Cass City Chronicle staff recently welcomed a 2014
Cass City High School graduate as the newspaper’s sum-
mer news/editorial intern.
Anna Bagnall recently joined the editorial staff on a part-

time basis and will be covering a variety of news and fea-
ture stories throughout the next few weeks, as well as
compiling the stories and photos that will be featured in
the Chronicle’s 2015 Freedom Festival special section.

Bagnall, 19, the daughter of the Rev. Steve and Jen
Bagnall, Cass City, is a student at Wayne State University,
where she is majoring in public relations and minoring in
journalism.  After graduation, she plans to pursue a career
as head of public relations for an international nonprofit
organization.

“I’m very excited for this opportunity and for it to be
right here at home in Cass City,” Bagnall commented.
“With just one week on the job, the staff at the Chronicle
has already taught me so many new things, and I look for-
ward to all I have to learn this summer.”
“Anna comes to the Chronicle with loads of enthusiasm,

and I’m confident residents in the Cass City area and sur-
rounding communities will enjoy working with her as she
helps our editorial staff fill each edition of the paper this
summer,” Chronicle Editor Tom Montgomery said.

“Like our past interns, Anna lacks the experience of a
veteran journalist, but she has already proven she has a
strong background in the basics of reporting and writing,
and her first efforts here have met the standards of quali-
ty her predecessors have established over the years,” he
added.  “Her attention to detail, accuracy and writing
style has us looking forward to a great working relation-
ship with her this summer.”

***********

Jeanette Holder, Children’s Services specialist at the
Tuscola County DHS, says there is a need for more foster
parents in the area. She says there are hundreds of parents
in the area that could benefit from the generous help and
support of others who will take in their kids while they
get back on their feet. To become a foster parent, call
Holder at (989) 545-8160 and she’ll tell you how to get
the process started.

***********

Please remember the Chronicle office will be closed
Monday in observance of Memorial Day. Deadlines will
remain unchanged, but newsstands and subscriber copies
will be delivered a day later than usual next week. 

From our family to yours, have a safe and happy holi-
day. 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Eric M. Lalko, 36, Caro, pleaded
guilty to charges of interfering with
electronic communications and
domestic violence Dec. 26 in Cass
City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $15,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Tracy L. Clymer, 39, Millington,
pleaded guilty to domestic violence,
third offense, March 6 in Millington
Township.  The defendant was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$50,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*John S. Pearcy, 48, Hazel Park,

pleaded guilty to a charge of operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense,
Feb. 3 in Novesta Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$100,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Mark W. Majors, 55, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to charges of attempt-
ing carrying a concealed weapon and
operating a motor vehicle while
impaired Feb. 24 in Juniata
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Scott F. Putnam, 45, Caro, was

sentenced to 180 days in the county
jail and 60 months probation follow-
ing his plea of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor, third offense, March 6
in Wells Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $3,598 plus restitution of
$120.
*Daniel T. Burke, 32, Frankenmuth,

was convicted on charges of operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor, third offense, and
attempted assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) Jan. 17 in
Tuscola Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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Canfield lauds next effort to
fix state’s crumbling roads

State Rep. Edward “Ned” Canfield (R-Sebewaing) last
week took part in the unveiling of a House Republican
transportation plan designed to fix Michigan’s roads and
bridges by creating long-term and sustainable funding.

Canfield is sponsoring a bill in the plan that focuses on
using existing dollars and reprioritizing other funding to
dedicate more than an additional $1 billion annually for
transportation within four years.

“Hard-working Michigan taxpayers have waited long
enough for a solution,” Canfield said. “I applaud my
Republican colleagues for coming up with a plan that
reprioritizes existing dollars instead of taking more from
constituents.”

According to Canfield, key elements of the House
transportation plan include:

*Dedicating general fund dollars to fix roads by phas-
ing in spending — beginning with the 2015-16 budget.

*Creating tax fairness by generating $45 million annu-
ally for roads on electric-, hybrid- and diesel-powered
vehicle registration, and an additional $117 million year-
ly by eliminating the Earned Income Tax Credit.

*Reprioritizing restricted funds by thoroughly review-
ing how taxpayer money is used, generating $185 mil-
lion a year for roads and bridges.

*Ensuring quality work by securing warranties and
competitive bids on infrastructure projects so citizens
know their tax dollars are being spent wisely and effi-

ciently.
House Bill 4611, sponsored by Canfield, would change

bidding requirements to allow the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT) to borrow money from local
road agencies.  Under the bill, the contract of a local road
agency’s construction project exceeding $100,000 in
cost would be awarded by competitive bidding.
“This bill ensures that tax dollars are being spent effec-

tively,” Canfield said. “It is important that the roads are
not only repaired, but repaired well.”

HB 4611 has been referred to the newly-created House
Committee on Roads and Economic Development.

The unveiling of the House Republican transportation
proposal comes on the heels of a statewide vote earlier
this month in which Michigan resident overwhelming
rejected a costly and complicated Proposal 1.  Some 80
percent of residents who cast ballots voted “no”.

Gov. Rick Snider had touted the proposal as an effec-
tive, bipartisan plan to address the state’s deteriorating
infrastructure by providing a long-term funding source.
The multi-faceted proposal also included more funding
for education, local governments and recreational oppor-
tunities, and would have given low-income families a
tax break 

However, the price tag was hefty – raising taxes by
nearly $2 billion, including $1.3 billion a year for trans-
portation. 

Sanilac Co. meetings to focus on drug trends
Sanilac County Sheriff Garry

Biniecki and the Sanilac County
Drug Task Force are sponsoring a
series of three town hall meetings to
address the public regarding drug
and crime trends in Sanilac County.

“The main topic will be a discus-
sion on the upswing in methamphet-
amine use and the dangers surround-
ing it within the county,” Biniecki

explained.  “There is power…and by
keeping the public informed, we
hope to make our communities with-
in the county safer.”

The meetings are slated for 7 p.m.
Thursday, June 18, at the Deckerville
Community Center, 3451 S. Main
St., Deckerville; 8 p.m. Thursday,
June 25, at the Flynn Township Hall,
5251 Shephard Rd., Brown City; and

7 p.m. Thursday, July 9, at the Worth
Township Hall, 6903 S. Lakeshore
Rd., Lexington. 

The meetings will feature several
short presentations and are expected
to last 45 minutes to an hour, fol-
lowed by question-and-answer ses-
sions.  There will be snacks and
drinks provided.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Patriotism “out of
style”? I hope not

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It never ceases to amaze me how many folks can take something they
strongly believe in — or detest — and cross the line from protest to disgust
in a heartbeat.

You’ll excuse me if I’ve misplaced my handbook on political correctness,
but I just don’t have any patience for what I see as pseudo justification.

There are simply too many topics under debate in the United States that fit
this discussion, so I’ll narrow them down to one: I have no intention of sit-
ting quietly while a handful of morons across the country desecrate
American flags, all the while pointing to the U.S. Constitution and claiming
its protection to behave like an idiot.
Yeah, I know they have a right to demonstrate their utter disrespect for one

of our nation’s most revered symbols in front of whomever they want, but
I’d like to point out they also have a right to buy themselves a one-way tick-
et to anywhere else, and hopefully this nation’s door will give them a nice
swift kick on their way out.

Hey, certain things will always be right, and some will always be wrong.
Take the idea of setting a few moments aside at various events to honor the

nation you call home by singing the National Anthem, for example.
Now, believe me when I tell you that no one wants to hear me sing, but I

do my best to follow the crowd (quietly).  And my beloved baseball hat
comes off — even if I’m caught off guard and I’m a few seconds late, it
comes off.

I was brought up that way, which is why reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
at Cass City Board of Education meetings comes naturally.  When I was a
kid, the pledge was part of the daily routine in school.

Maybe I’m naive, but it seems patriotism is something that’s always going
to be right, regardless of our personal opinions about the economy, foreign
affairs or who’s living in the White House.

That’s something to think about, especially with the Memorial Day and
Independence Day celebrations approaching.
Recognizing our National Anthem with reverence and treating our flag with

respect is something every American has an obligation to do.
And it will never go out of style as long as we don’t let it.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)
Philip A. Nahernak, a 2006 gradu-

ate of Cass City High School, will
receive his Bachelor of Science
Degree in industrial and labor rela-
tions from Cornell University.
Among his multiple affiliations
while at Cornell University, he was
president of the Seal and Serpent
Society, as well as head of
IvyCORPS. He was honored to be
published in The Cornell
International Affairs Review.
Nahernak is the son of Dr. Nicholas
and Veronica Nahernak of Cass City.
His grandparents are Mieczyslaw
and Lidia Kobylak of Cass City, and
Emil and Delores Nahernak of
Clinton Township.

Katie Swiastyn of Gagetown
recently graduated magna cum laude
from the College of Education at
Saginaw Valley State University
(SVSU). Swiastyn majored in ele-
mentary education and special edu-
cation, with an endorsement in emo-
tionally impaired. She also minored
in mathematics. While attending
SVSU, she served as a mentor for the
S.M.E.K. (Science and Math
Extravaganza for Kids) program.
She also was an active member of
the SVSU women’s lacrosse club
team, earning the 2010 “Offensive
Player of the Year” honors for the
team. Swiastyn is a 2005 graduate of
Owendale-Gagetown High School.

A group of Cass City students
received a $500 grant from the
Tuscola Underage Drinking
Prevention Coalition to share infor-
mation with the community and stu-
dents about underage drinking. The
group used the money to make 9 sil-
houettes with drinking statistics on
them for businesses to “adopt” and
display. The group are Shelby Abell,
McKensie Parrish, Hayley Peters,
Angie Janssen, Caitlin Reed, Krista
Guinther and advisor Scott Cuthrell.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Lisa and David Merz congratulated

Cass City High School seniors Joe
McCoy and Danny Mittlestat after
presenting them with the first $1,000
Cory Merz Endowment Fund schol-
arships last week.
A Cass City High School senior will

go up against the best secondary
drafting students in the nation next
month. Lee Hutchinson, 18, will rep-
resent Michigan in the secondary
technical drafting category at the
national Skills USA competition,
June 20-25 in Kansas City, Mo.
Hutchinson, who has been studying
drafting at the Tuscola Technology
Center for the past 2 years, qualified
for the event after placing first in a
regional competition hosted by the
tech center in Caro, and by finishing
first at the state Skills USA event
recently in Lansing.  

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Cass City’s combined Fourth of
July festival and 125th birthday cel-
ebration is more than 5 weeks away,
but organizers already are planning
events and generating interest for the
weekend-long event. Settlers started
developing Cass City around 1865,
the year the Civil War ended, and
festival officials decided to tie the 2
historical events together by using a
Civil War era theme for the city’s
birthday celebration. Festival organ-
izers Joe Merchant and Connie
Iwankovitsch visited students in
grades one through 4 at Campbell
Elementary School. Merchant,
dressed as a Union soldier, talked
with the children about the Civil
War.

Cass City High School senior Dave
Coe has been named this year’s win-
ner of the Ferguson award. Senior
band members vote on the winner of
the award, given annually since 1959
in honor of Cass City band supporter
Harold Ferguson. Coe, who received
recognition at the spring concert
May 8, will attend Alma College in
the fall on a music and academic
scholarship.

Owen-Gage School officials have
named senior Bryan Abbe the “stu-
dent of the month” for May. The son
of David and MaryAnn Abbe,
Gagetown, Abbe has been active in
0-G athletic programs throughout his
high school career. He has been a
member of the golf, basketball, base-
ball and football teams in each of the
past 4 years. He also ran track in his
freshman and sophomore years. He
was a member of the Snowball and
Homecoming courts this year, and
was selected as a homecoming court
member in his freshman year. Abbe,
who hopes to one day own his own
golf course, plans to attend Ferris
State University, where he’ll pursue
a degree in golf course management.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

Cass City Girl Scouts conducted
their court of awards last Wednesday

to end the 1979-80 scouting season.
Winning the most merit badges or
special honors were Lynn Weippert,
32 merit badges; Tammy Hurley,
Sign of the Arrow and Sign of the
Star; Lana Harris, Sign of the Star,
and Marie McDaniel, Sign of the
Star and Arrow. The four, all from
Troop 929, also won the forest
ranger badge. Kathy Marshall, 18
merit badges, Troop 221, and from
Troop 170, Renee Szarapski and
Meg Brown, both with 22 badges.

Cathy J. Hobart of Gagetown has
been named to the 1979-80 dean’s
list at Aquinas College. Grand
Rapids. She is a junior. To be named
to the list, a student needed a mini-
mum grade point average of 3.5.

Dale R. Smith, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Wilford Smith, Deford, recently was
promoted to Army specialist four
while serving as a multichannel
communications equipment operator
with the 2nd Armored Division in
Garlstedt, Germany. Smith, who
entered the Army in July. 1978, is a
1978 graduate of Cass City High
School

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Clifford Croft was named Citizen of

the Year in Cass City Saturday night,
and Marie Hobart, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ben Hobart of rural
Gagetown, was named Junior
Citizen of the Year in the highlight
event of this year’s Chamber of
Commerce banquet held at the
Colony House. Croft became the
13th person to be honored with the
Chamber accolade. Many former
winners of the award were on hand
for the ceremony. Croft came to Cass
City in 1946 as manager of Brinker
Lumber Co., and helped form the
Chamber of Commerce three years
later. He was one of the group that
formed the Cass City Industrial
Development Corporation and
served as its first president. Croft
served on the old Cass City Hospital
Board and is a past president of both
Rotary and the Gavel Club, as well
as a member of Tyler Lodge. In the
past year, Croft has been in the mid-
dle of efforts to preserve rail service
in Cass City and the Thumb area.
These efforts included his being
named to head the Thumb Area Rail
Users Association which is presently
coordinating the fight to preserve
service on the Grand Trunk Western
Railroad. “And as long as Cliff Croft
is at work, I’m sure Cass City will
have its railroad,” Bauer said.

Cass City’s Junior Citizen of the
Year, Marie Hobart, is valedictorian
of the Class of 1975 at Cass City
High School, graduating with a per-
fect 4.000 grade point average. She
is a member of the National Honor
Society and has been active in
Student Council, forensics, on the
annual staff, the all-school play cast,
and is vice-president of the Thumb
“B” Student Council. She sings in
her church choir and participates in
other church activities. She was also
an active participant in the Cystic
Fibrosis drive for the past two years.
Miss Hobart plans to attend Albion
College to study on the pre-medical
program.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

A lengthy career in business in Cass
City ended this week when Dave
Matthews of Decker announced that
he was closing M & M Plumbing
and Heating Company at its Main
Street location. Matthews said this
week that he will continue to operate
the business from his home, but
plans a much reduced schedule.
“You might say that I’m going to be
in semi-retirement,” Matthews
grinned.

Cass City’s cavorting calaboose is
home, but for how long, not even
Centennial Kangaroo Court judges
would dare to guess. The 1,500
pound jail disappeared under myste-
rious circumstances several weeks
ago and despite threats by the judges
and rewards offered by the
Centennial Corporation, it remained
hidden. Sometime Wednesday night,
May 12, the jail appeared in the alley
behind Cass City Oil and Gas service
station, from where it was originally
taken. Its homecoming was short-
lived, however, because sometime
Thursday night, pranksters, with the
aid of a tractor, hauled the jail to the
intersection of Main and Seeger
streets. The tractor, owned by
Leonard Damm and Son, was found
in the alley behind the fire hall,
stripped of its coil and spark plug
wires. Damm had brought the tractor
to Cass City Oil and Gas to have
cloride put in the wheels. Late Friday
morning a village crew toted the jail
back to the service station and its
owner, Kangaroo Court Judge Cliff
Ferguson, where at last check, it
remained home.

Cass City youngsters of all ages
will have an opportunity to enter the

space race through an exhibit being
sent for the centennial by the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration. Slated to be dis-
played at the new Pepsi Cola distrib-
uting plant, formerly H. 0. Paul’s, is
the administration’s Mercury Space
Ride. The display is a full-sized
spacecraft like those in which
American astronauts orbited the
earth except that it is cut away at one
side so that visitors can get in and
take imaginary rides into space.
Several features will heighten the
illusion of travel in space. Because
of its value, special insurance to
cover the capsule’s stay in Cass City
was developed by Harris-Hampshire
for the Centennial Corporation.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

A cement building, 24 by 40 feet in
size, has been erected on the lot a
half block north of the Elkland
Roller Mills, on a lot owned by John
Cole. It will be occupied by J.A.
Cole and Manley Asher as a
salesroom for new and used automo-
bile parts. 

The Chronicle received the follow-
ing telegram Tuesday morning from
Congressman Jesse P. Wolcott:
Washington, D. C. May 21, 1940.
Cass City Chronicle, Cass City,
Michigan. Have obtained from WPA
allotment of $9,521.00 to construct
athletic field and park for Cass City,
Michigan. State number 40,526.
JESSE P. WOLCOTT, M. C. Plans
were completed for the proposed
athletic field at the City Park at Cass
City early this year and application
for WPA funds to enable the comple-
tion of the projects were filed with
.the proper authorities by the com-
mittee in charge—Robert Keppen,
E.B. Schwaderer, E.L. Schwaderer
and Andrew Barnes. Mr. Keppen,
chairman of the committee, says that
the $9,521.00 available from govern-
ment funds is approximately the
amount requested by the committee
and will be ample with funds raised
locally to complete the improve-
ments contemplated. The plans
would install in the park a quarter
mile track, football gridiron and
practice football field, two softball
diamonds, baseball diamond, tennis
courts, field house, shuffleboard and
horseshoe courts and camp site, with
plenty of space for driveways and
parking. A large swimming pool and
a wading pool were placed in the city
park two years ago through funds
raised by subscriptions from local
citizens.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis Wood, who
reside in Gagetown, celebrated their
62nd wedding anniversary at their
home. They attended mass at St.
Agatha’s church in the morning,
after which they had their picture
taken. A sumptuous dinner was pre-
pared for the occasion, at which were
present their three sons, Jarvis, jr.,
Oliver and Joseph, and three daugh-
ters, Mrs. Isaac Montreuil, Mrs.
Jeffry LaClair of Detroit and  Mrs.
Ezra Rabideau, together with their
families. Mr. and Mrs. Wood both
are in the eighties. Mr. Wood is yet
hale and hearty, but Mrs. Wood has
been ailing for some time past.
Congratulations were showered
upon them on this rare occasion.
Geo. Peddle, an Elmwood township

farmer, sold 16 head of Grade
Durham cattle to Schwaderer Bros.
& Striffler for a few cents over
$1,445. The cattle were shipped to
Buffalo markets Saturday. The price
per pound paid was 7, 71/4 and 71/2
cents. In the herd were two calves
nine months old which sold for $105.

“Don’t fuss up,” is the word State
Superintendent of Public Instruction
Keller is sending out to the June
graduates. Supt. Keeler wants to see
the June commencement exercises
devoid of all frills this year and the
dress of male and female graduates
as modest as possible. By this he
does not advocate overalls for the
boys and gingham dresses for the
girls, but to have nothing along the
finery line. There’s a reason. Mr.
Keeler is of the opinion that the time
has been reached in Michigan when
the rich should direct their children
graduates to dress more in keeping
with those who are not rich in this
world’s goods to afford such finery
for those occasions. 

Recommendations for fighting the
destructive cut worm advise farmers
to place bands of fluffy cotton
around the trunks of both old and
young trees. In addition, in the case
of young trees, farmers have been
urged to scatter poisoned bait about
the foot of the trees. This bait can be
made on the farm by mixing 20 parts
of bran with one part of Paris green,
adding to this a little water, molasses
and ground up orange peel. The lat-
ter is used as an appetizer, as it is
particularly palatable to the worms.  

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

Continued from page one.

McCreedy and Retford top
the Owen-Gage Class of 2015

age of 3.993, has been very dedicated to academics, earning places on both
the honor roll and as a member of the Owen-Gage 3.0 Honors Club each
year.  During her sophomore year, she was inducted into the Owen-Gage
chapter of the National Honor Society (NHS).  She served as the chapter’s
secretary her junior year and is currently chapter president.

McCreedy has also been very active in extra-curricular activities.  She has
participated in volleyball and basketball throughout high school.  She played
softball her freshman and sophomore years and has been a cheerleader for
football the past two years.  She has also been a member of the Owen-Gage
Band all four years, playing the flute.

As a junior, McCreedy was named her class representative to the student
council, and served on the prom committee.  In addition, she was a home-
coming representative her sophomore year and this year was a homecoming
and snowball queen candidate.

McCreedy’s resume also includes serving as a yearbook staff member the
past two years.  During that time she has also attended the Huron Area
Technical Center, where she is enrolled in the Professions in Education
Program.  As a senior, she joined the national organization known as F.E.A.
(Future Educators Association).

McCreedy has been very active in the community.  She has volunteered at
NHS Red Cross blood drives, Lions Club pancake breakfasts, Rattle Tree,
Owen-Gage’s Fun Fair and an annual Easter egg hunt.  She has also helped
at the Huron Learning Center’s Carnival and with her church’s chicken bar-
becues.  

Her future plans include attending Eastern Michigan University in the fall
to pursue a degree in special education for the cognitively impaired. 

Retford, who earned a cumulative grade point average of 3.962, has been
on the honor roll and a member of the 3.0 Honors Club in each year of high
school.  He was inducted into the Owen-Gage chapter of the NHS as a soph-
omore.

He has been an avid sport participant throughout high school, competing
with the Bulldog football, golf and baseball teams all four years.  He played
basketball his freshman and sophomore years.  He has also been a member
of the Owen-Gage Band all four years, playing the trumpet.

As a freshman and sophomore, Retford served as a class representative to
the student council and as a homecoming representative.  He was selected as
the 2014-15 Homecoming King.

As a senior, he attends the Huron Area Technical Center, where he is
enrolled in the Power Technology Program.  In addition, he served as a rep-
resentative of Owen-Gage for the Youth Advisory Council (Y.A.C.) the past
two years.  

Other community activities he’s been involved in include volunteering for
NHS blood drives, Owendale Lions Club pancake breakfasts and the
Michigan Sugar Youth Grower Program. 

Retford plans to attend Michigan State University in the fall to study crop
and soil science.

Cass City Chronicle Subscriptions
As Low As $21/year - Call 872-2010
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It was my wife’s birthday a few
weeks ago and I asked the church to
help me pick out just the right card
for her. I read a few very nice cards
that I purchased and everyone
seemed to like them. I also pur-
chased a blank card and wrote my
own words in that one. Everyone
overwhelmingly chose the card that
contained the message that I person-
ally wrote. 
You see, the first few cards were nice
but could not compare to the words
that came from my heart. My wife
knows that I love her, but it means a

lot to her every time that I say it. This
is the way that it is with God as well.
He knows the intimate details of our
lives, but still wants to hear from us
in a personal way. He wants us to
express our love and devotion to
Him. We do this through regular
prayer.

Romans 12:12 says, “Base your
happiness on your hope in Christ.
When trials come, endure them
patiently, steadfastly maintain the
habit of prayer.”  

Prayer is simply talking with God.

It involves speaking as well as listen-
ing. The best part is that prayer is
really easy to do. It seems easier at
times to reach out to God during a
crisis or when things are not going
well in our lives, but God wants to
hear from us daily. He deserves our
thanks and praise for the good things
in our lives as well.

If you have not talked to God in a
while, now is a good time to start.
Time to phone home ET! Start your
day by asking Him to bless all that
you do and protect you throughout
the day. Acknowledge Him through-

out the day as you notice His hand on
things. And then end the day by
thanking Him for all of His bless-
ings. 
We are going to face trials and chal-

lenges in this world. It is a fact of
life. The good news is that Jesus has
overcome this world and has gone to
prepare a place in heaven for all that
accept Him into their life as Lord and
Savior. God showed His amazing
love by sending His Son Jesus to pay
the price for our sins, something we
could not do. That is truly amazing
love!

Pastor’s Corner

God wants to hear from you in prayer

Mark Karwowski –
Pastor at Living Word

Worship Center
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Village of Gagetown- Amendment to Ordinance #117
An ordinance to prohibit the storage of junk or junked motor vehicle parts with the Village of
Gagetown having previously been adopted on December 4, 2000, is hereby amended as to the follow-
ing provisions:
Section 5: If any person violates this ordinance, the Clerk shall send notice by either personally deliv-
ering a copy of the notice or by sending a copy via registered mail to (1) the owner of the junked motor
vehicle, the junked vehicle parts, or the junk at his or her last known address: and (2) the owner of the
premises on which the junk, vehicles, or parts are lying at the last known address. The notice shall con-
tain a description of the violation of the ordinance and a statement that if the violation continues for
fourteen (14) days from the date of the notice that criminal sanctions will be sought against the per-
son in violation of the ordinance. If the owner of the motor vehicle, junked vehicle parts, or the junk
cannot be determined after a reasonable search, notice shall be given by publication once a week for
two weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in the Village of Gagetown. 
Section 6: If a violation of the ordinance is not remedied within fourteen (14) days from the date that
notice from the Clerk is mailed or after notice by publication for two (2) weeks where necessary: A.
The person violating the ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be punished by a fine
of not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars, and each day that a violation continues after the
fourteen (14) day notice period has expired constitutes a separate offense; and B. The person violating
the ordinance shall be responsible for all necessary costs to enforce the ordinance, including attorneys
fees. C. The Village may impound the junked motor vehicle, the junked vehicle parts, or the junk and
it may sell them for salvage or destroy them. 
Except as amended herein, the Village of Gagetown Ordinance #117, adopted on December 4, 2000,
is hereby reaffirmed and ratified. 
This amendment being adopted the 4th day of May, 2015. 
David Abbe, Village President
Joan Koch, Village Clerk

Village of Gagetown – Off-Road Vehicle Ordinance #119
An ordinance adopted by the Village of Gagetown on the 4th day of May, 2015, for the purpose of
authorizing and regulating the operation of off-road vehicles on the streets in the Village of Gagetown
and for the purpose of providing penalties for the violation thereof;
The Village of Gagetown hereby ordains:
Section 1: As used in this ordinance, the following definitions shall apply: A. “Village” means the
Village of Gagetown. B. “Driver’s License” means an operator’s or chauffeur’s license or permit
issued to an individual by the Secretary of State under Chapter III of the Michigan Vehicle Code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.301 to 257.329, for that individual to operate a vehicle, whether or not conditions
are attached to the license or permit. C. “Operate” means to ride in or on, and to be in actual physical
control of the operation of an off-road vehicle. D. “Operator” means a person who operates or is in
actual physical control of the operation of an off-road vehicle. E. “Off-Road Vehicle” means a motor
driven off-road recreation vehicle capable of cross country travel without the benefit of a road or trail,
on or immediately over land, snow, ice, marsh, swampland, or other natural terrain. Off-road vehicles
include, but are not limited to, a multi-wheeled drive vehicle, an ATV, a motorcycle or related two
wheel, three wheel, or four wheel vehicle, an amphibious machine, a ground effect air cushion vehi-
cle, or other means of transportation deriving motive power from a source other than muscle or wind.
Off-road vehicle does not include a registered snowmobile, a farm vehicle being used for farming, a
vehicle used for military, fire, emergency or law enforcement purposes, a vehicle owned and operat-
ed by a utility company or an oil and gas company when performing maintenance on its facilities or
on property over which it has an easement, a construction or logging vehicle used in performance of
its common function, or a registered aircraft. F. “Road” means a country primary road or country local
road as described in Section 5 of 1951 PA 1951, MCL 247.655. G. “Road Commission” means the
Board of County Road Commissioners for the County of Tuscola. H. “Safety Certificate” means a cer-
tificate issued pursuant to 1994 PA 451 as amended, MCL 324.81129, or comparable off-road vehicle
safety certificate issued under the authority of another state or province of Canada. I. “Street” means
a city or village major street or village local street as described in Section 9 of 1951 PA 51, MCL
247.659. J. “Visual Supervision” means the direct observation of the operator with the unaided or nor-
mally corrected eye, where the observer is able to come to the immediate aid of the operator. 
Section 2: An off-road vehicle may be operated on the far right of the maintained portion of a road or
street within the Village with these exceptions: A. In the event that either the Road Commission has
closed or in the event the Village has adopted an ordinance or resolution which closed certain roads to
off-road vehicle pursuant to MCL 324.81131(4), operation otherwise permitted under this ordinance
shall not be considered authorized with respect to such closed road(s). B. The ordinance is not intend-
ed to authorize the operation of an off-road vehicle on a road, street, or highway which is under juris-
diction of a government entity other than the Village. 
Section 3: An off-road vehicle may not be operated on the road surface, roadway, shoulder, or right-
of-way of any state or federal highway in the County. 
Section 4: Except as set forth herein or otherwise provided by law, an off-road vehicle meeting all of
the following conditions may be operated on a street in the Village: A. At a speed of no more than
twenty-five (25) miles per hour or a lower posted off-road vehicle speed limit. B. By a person not less
than sixteen (16) years of age, as long as any such person under the age of eighteen (18) is in posses-
sion of a valid driver’s license or is under the direct visual supervision of a parent or guardian and has
an off-road vehicle safety certificate in his or her immediate possession. C. With the flow of traffic. D.
In a manner which does not interfere with traffic on the road or street. E. Traveling single file except
when overtaking and passing another off-road vehicle. F. When visibility is not substantially reduced
due to weather conditions. G. While displaying a lighted headlight and lighted taillight at all hours. H.
While the operator and each passenger is wearing a crash helmet and protective eyewear approved by
the United States Department of Transportation unless the vehicle is equipped with a roof that meets
or exceeds standards for a crash helmet and operator and each passenger is wearing a properly adjust-
ed and fastened seat belt. I. With a throttle so designed that when the pressure used to advance the
throttle is removed, the engine speed will immediately and automatically return to idle. J. While the
off-road vehicle is equipped with a spark arrester type United States Forest Service approved muffler
in good working order and in constant operation. K. Pursuant to noise emission standards defined by
law. 
Section 5: A child less than eighteen (18) years of age shall not operate an off-road vehicle on a street
in the Village unless the child is in possession of a valid driver’s license or under the direct visual
supervision of a parent or guardian and the child has in his or her immediate possession a Michigan
issued off-road vehicle certificate or a comparable off-road vehicle safety certificate issued under the
authority of another state or a province of Canada. 
Section 6: Unless a person possesses a valid driver’s license, a person shall not operate an off-road
vehicle on a street in the Village if the off-road vehicle is registered as a motor vehicle and is either
more than sixty (60) inches wide or has three wheels. 
Section 7: The Village is immune from tort liability for injuries or damages sustained by any person
arising in any way out the operation of use of an off-road vehicle on maintained or un-maintained
streets, shoulders, and rights of way over which the Village has jurisdiction. 
Section 8: In a court action in this state, if competent evidence demonstrates that a vehicle that is per-
mitted to operate on a street pursuant to the code was in a collision with an off-road vehicle required
to be operated on the far right of the maintained portion of a road or street pursuant to this ordinance,
the operator of the off-road vehicle shall be considered prima facie negligent. 
Section 9: Any person who violates this ordinance is guilty of a municipal civil infraction and may be
ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than Five Hundred ($500.00) Dollars. 
Section 10: In addition to the penalties under Section 9 of this ordinance, a court may order a person
who causes damage to the environment, a street, or other property as a result of the operation of an
off-road vehicle shall pay full restitution for that damage above and beyond the penalties paid for civil
fines. 
Section 11: The Village Treasurer shall deposit all fines and damages collected under this ordinance
into a fund to be designated as the off-road vehicle fund. The Village shall appropriate revenue in the
off-road vehicle fund as specified in MCL 324.81131(14).
Section 12: An off-road vehicle may only be operated on streets between the hours of 5 a.m. and 10
p.m.
Section 13: Should a portion of this ordinance be found invalid for any reason, such holding shall not
be construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
Section 14: This ordinance becomes effective after publication and expiration of the time prescribed
by law. 
This ordinance is adopted by the Village of Gagetown this 4th day of May, 2015. 
David Abbe, Village President
Certification: I, Joan V. Koch, Clerk of the Village of Gagetown, do hereby certify that this is a true
and correct copy of the ordinance duly adopted by the Village of Gagetown on the 4th day of May,
2015. 
Joan Koch, Village Clerk

Village of Gagetown-Golf Cart Ordinance #120
An ordinance adopted by the Village of Gagetown on the 4th day of May, 2015, for the purpose of
authorizing and regulating the operation of golf carts on the streets in the Village of Gagetown and for
the purpose of providing penalties for the violation thereof;
The Village of Gagetown Hereby Ordains:
Section 1: As used in the ordinance, the following definitions shall apply: A. “Village” means the
Village of Gagetown. B. “Driver’s License” means an operator’s or chauffeur’s license or permit
issued to an individual by the Secretary of State under Chapter III of the Michigan Vehicle Code, 1949
PA 300, MCL 257.301 to 257.329, for that individual to operate a vehicle, whether or not conditions
are attached to the license or permit. C. “Operate” means to ride in or on, and to be in actual physical
control of the operation of a golf cart. D. “Operator” means a person who operates or is in actual phys-
ical control of the operation of a golf cart. E. “Golf Cart” means a motor that has not less than three
wheels in contact with the ground and has unladen weight of less than 1,800 pounds and is designed
to be and is operated at not more than twenty-five (25) miles per hour and that is designed not to carry
more than four (4) persons, including the driver. F. “Street” means a city or village major street or vil-
lage local street as described in Section 9 of 1951 PA 1951, MCL 247.659.
Section 2: A golf cart may be operated on the far right of the maintained portion of a street within the
Village with the following requirements: A. The golf cart shall not be operated in excess of the speed
of fifteen (15) miles per hour and shall not be operated on a street with a speed limit of more than thir-
ty (30) miles per hour. B. The operator must use hand signals to indicate turning left or right and an
intent to stop the golf cart while operating on a street. C. The golf cart may only be operated on a street
between one-half hour after sunrise and one-half hour before sunset. 
Section 3: During the operation of a golf cart on a Village street, the operator must be at least sixteen
(16) years of age and have a valid driver’s license. 
Section 4: Except as prescribed herein, a golf cart shall not be operated on a street within the Village.
Section 5: The Village is immune from tort liability for injuries or damages sustained by any person
arising in any way out of the operation of use of a golf cart on maintained or un-maintained streets,
shoulders, and rights of way over which the Village has jurisdiction.
Section 6: Any person who violates this ordinance is guilty of a municipal civil infraction and may be
ordered to pay a civil fine of not more than One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars. 
Section 7: In addition to the penalties under Section 6 of this ordinance, a court may order a person
who causes damage to the environment, a street, or other property as a result of the operation of a golf
cart to pay full restitution for that damage above and beyond the penalties paid for civil fines. 
Section 8: Should a portion of this ordinance be found invalid for any reason, such holding shall not
be construed as affecting the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance.
Section 9: This ordinance becomes effective after publication and expiration of the time prescribed by
law. 
This ordinance is adopted by the Village of Gagetown this 4th day of May, 2015. 
David Abbe, Village President
Certification: I, Joan V. Koch, Clerk of the Village of Gagetown, do hereby certify that this is a true
and correct copy of the ordinance duly adopted by the Village of Gagetown on the 4th day of May,
2015. 
Joan Koch, Village Clerk

School hires Zimba as CEO

athletic field drainage problems.
Hartel said Monday that he has received five bids for the roof project and

two bids for the parking lot work.  Those bids will be opened Friday, May
29, starting at 3 p.m., he added.

The planned capital improvement spending, which board members have
been discussing for several weeks, won’t significantly dent Cass City’s fund
balance, which totals some $1.3 million, an amount equal to about 13 per-
cent of the district’s general fund budget.

As for the coming year, Cunningham noted the Michigan Senate has pro-
posed a per-pupil funding increase of $127, but it appears more likely that
Gov. Rick Snyder’s version — $75 more per student – will be the reality for
the 2015-16 budget.  At the same, the governor is proposal funding cuts for
items such as “best practices”, resulting in a net increase of roughly $58
more per student.
“We should hear (what’s going to happen) by June 1,” added Cunningham,

who recommended that school officials continue to approach the new budg-
et conservatively by planning on the projected loss of 20 students, and
spending 1 ½ to 2 percent more across the board in the coming year.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business, the board:
*Approved an annual resolution stating the Cass City Public Schools will

continue to be a Michigan School of Choice, accepting students from neigh-
boring districts in grades K-10, with transfer juniors and seniors accepted
only under special conditions. 

*Endorsed the Tuscola Intermediate School District’s (TISD) proposed
2015-16 general fund budget, set at $4.782 million, compared to $4.93 mil-
lion this year.  Revenues for 2015-16 are estimated at $4.783 million, with a
projected year-ending fund balance of about $920,000.

The TISD has an overall budget of more than $30 million, including close
to $20,000 for special education (funded in part by a tax of 2.45 mills), and
$5.6 million for career and technical education, funded in part by 1.649
mills.

In a related matter, the board appointed Janie Meeker to cast Cass City’s
ballot in the next TISD board election.  The lone candidate seeking reelec-
tion is James Welke of Mayville, one of the longest-serving ISD board mem-
bers in the state, having already marked 35 years of service.

*Approved Hartel’s recommendation to participate in town-wide garage
sales this summer by offering for sale items no longer in use at the former
Campbell Elementary School building.
*Heard from Kayla DeLong, who sought – and received — the board’s ver-

bal support for Cass City third graders to continue participating in Tuscola
County Farm Bureau’s Project R.E.D. (Rural Education Day), to be held
Sept. 24 this year at the Tuscola County Fairgrounds.  She noted Cass City
FFA members volunteer during the project, which involves introducing
youngsters to agriculture by inviting them to visit educational stations fea-
turing topics such as honeybees, small animals, crops, soil conservation and
farm safety.
DeLong pointed out that Dave and Kris Milligan sponsor transportation for

local students to attend.  As a result, Project R.E.D. doesn’t count toward the
Cass City third grade’s allowed field trips for the year.

Continued from page one.

$12,000 in total tax revenues for the current year.
“Real property values increased this year by $237,531,” he said, noting per-

sonal property values decrease by $678,400 over the same time period. 
“With the combination of all types of taxable property, the gains in real

property and IFT values offset the losses in personal property taxes, leaving
a gain in village taxable values of $1,421,731, resulting in an increase of
$11,935 in tax revenue,” Cristiano said.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

Also during Monday’s brief 25-minute meeting, the council:
*Heard from Dr. Nick Nahernak. He asked for the village’s help in remov-

ing a four-foot fiber optic pole from his property at the corner of Church and
Main streets that was installed several years ago and remains an eye sore,
according to the local dentist. Nahernak vowed to cover all expenses for the
removal. 

*Learned that 10,858,000 gallons of water were pumped from the village
wells in April. This compares with 7,316,000 gallons pumped in April 2014.
The amount of water pumped is higher this year because the Dairy Farmers
of America plant is currently using village water to clean their trucks and
equipment.
*Learned that repairs to the surge tank at the Helen Stevens Memorial Pool

have been completed. The surge tank is a major part of the Cass City pool’s
filtering system. To conserve dollars, the DPW did the work of taking out the
block walls to get access to the tank and then replaced them when the job
was complete. Without the work done by the DPW, Cristiano says the repair
costs would have more than doubled.

*Approved the fireworks display permit for Mark Schramke for the July
Freedom Festival. The permit calls for 736 shells measuring 2.5 inches to six
inches and five 1.3-gram cakes.

*Learned the chamber of commerce, once again, is sponsoring Cass City’s
Beautification Project. Flowerpots, trash cans, and pool sponsorships are all
part of plan. To get involved, call Judy Keller at (989) 872-8311.

*Accepted and filed the financial statements ending April 30, 2015, with a
cash balance of $1,023,465.

Cristiano: village
in stable condition

Continued from page one.
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989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Recover &
Strengthen

Close to Home
Hills & Dales General Hospital is here for you and is pleased to announce 
their newest program; the Swing Bed Program.  This program 
assists patients in their transition from hospital to home 
when they are in need of some additional care.

Swing Beds are for those patients who need time 
to heal and regain their strength following 
an illness, surgery, stroke, or injury. 
It is designed to increase independence 
and help prepare patients for 
returning home.

Hills & Dales’ expert care team 
will create an individualized 
plan that is focused on 
restoring patients to a normal 
level of activity. 

For more information, call our Swing Bed Coordinator at

989-872-2121

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

ELIZABETH “LIBBY” Venema, pictured above,

was presented with nearly $20,000 worth of schol-

arships during Cass City Junior-Senior High

School’s annual Senior Honors Night last

Wednesday.  She is the daughter of Martin and

Lisa Venema.

by Anna Bagnall
Staff Writer

Cass City High School seniors
walked away from their honors night
May 13 with more than $218,000 in
scholarships to further their educa-
tions.

“I’m impressed by how this senior
class was able to kick it in and create
those post-secondary plans and find
a way to get where they want to go,”
said Christin Hempton, dean of stu-
dents at Cass City Junior/Senior
High School. 

Sixty of the 74 graduates will be
attending nearly 20 different col-
leges or universities in the fall. One
student, Frederick Leeson, will enter
the U.S. Army, and the remaining
students plan to enter the work force.

Several Cass City area service
groups, organizations and business-
es, including the Cass City Rotary

Club, Elkland Township fire fighters
and Thumb National Bank, awarded
students more than $37,000 in local
scholarships.

Senior Erin Zdrojewski, who plans
to attend Central Michigan
University, received five of those
scholarships.

“Central is not cheap,” said
Zdrojewski. “I did receive an aca-
demic excellence scholarship from
(CMU), but I still have so much
more financial help I’m going to
need. Receiving the scholarships that
I did will definitely help me to lessen
my debt in the future!”

Some awards are given out for
scholastic achievement, while others
are based on extra-curricular or com-
munity involvement. Still others are
given to students who are seeking a
degree in a specific field.
For example, Salutatorian Elizabeth

(Libby) Venema was awarded nearly
$20,000 between local and universi-
ty scholarships. Some of these, like
the GreenStone Farm Credit
Scholarship, were given because she
is majoring in agricultural studies,
but others – such as a Mt. Moriah
Masonic Lodge scholarship — were
awarded because of her grades, ACT
score and letters of recommendation. 

“I really appreciate the local organ-
izations making an investment in me
and in my future,” said Venema, who
will be attending Michigan State
University. “Cass City has been a
really great place to grow up, and I
feel that the school values excellence
over other schools in the area.”

Dave Hoard, who presented a
$1,000 scholarship to Zdrojewski on
behalf of the Cass City Gavel Club,
said his organization awards scholar-
ships to give back to the community.

“The main qualification for the
scholarship was how much commu-
nity service have these kids done,”
Hoard explained. To qualify, “we set
a minimum of 100 hours of service,
but these kids (who applied) — the
majority of them — were over 1,000
hours of service.”

“They’ve been a great group of
kids; they’ve represented their class
at Cass City High School very well,”
Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel
commented.  He indicated the class
has had good examples to follow in
Valedictorian Luke Koepf and Libby
Venema.
“I’ve known Luke since junior high

football. He’s a respectable, hard-
working student, very gifted musi-
cally. He’s definitely earned valedic-
torian with his grades and extra cred-
it activities,” Hartel said.  “Libby is a
very dedicated student, very kind.
She’s a happy-go-lucky kid who has
been very active in band and other
activities. She’s worked very hard to
earn salutatorian, she’s done a lot.

“Both are good examples of what
we look for in our students and what
we’d like our students to be like.”

Hartel added, “We want a lot of
well-rounded students and (this class
is) just that. I really believe our
teachers have done all they can to
prepare these kids for the future.”

During annual honors night

Cass City seniors collect more than
$218,000 in scholarships for college

the project much easier than it used to be – today volunteers are given maps
and assigned specific areas of the cemetery to place flags.  “When we first
started this, maybe 15 years ago, the map was a piece of white butcher paper
– it was a mess,” she recalled.  “It took us the whole day.”
Anyone interested in lending a hand can contact Jackson at (989) 872-3109

for more information.

Novesta Township

Zmierski will also serve as master of ceremonies for the Novesta Township
Memorial Day ceremony set for 1 p.m.

“The speaker this year will be Novesta Church of Christ Youth and Family
Minister Josh Morford,” said Zmierski, who took over master of ceremonies
from World War II veteran Lawrence Englehart, a longtime Novesta
Township resident and VFW Post 3644 member, in 2008.  Englehart died in
2010 after playing a key role in the annual Memorial Day observance for
many years.

Continued from page one.

Memorial Day observances set

Continued from page one.

It’s sometimes caused by inherited conditions that affect the heart’s structure
or how it beats.

Implementation of cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) and an automated
external defibrillator (AED) within the first few minutes is key to surviving
a cardiac arrest.  The American Heart Association (AHA) recommends the
‘Chain of Survival’ that includes five important steps: early recognition of a
cardiac arrest and calling 9-1-1; rapid bystander response with hands-only
CPR; use of an AED; advanced life support; and, post cardiac care.

Between 1999 and 2009 in Michigan, there were 3,134 young individuals
between the ages of one and 39 years of age who died of sudden cardiac
death.  Of those, 246 were between five and 19 years of age.
Now in its second year, the MI HEARTSafe Schools designation represents

Michigan’s commitment to reducing the number of sudden cardiac deaths
among youth. Last year was the first year of the program, and 40 schools –
both Cass City Public School buildings among them — were designated in
Michigan.

“MDE is proud to support MI HEARTSafe schools,” said State
Superintendent Mike Flanagan. “Ensuring schools are prepared for sudden
cardiac emergencies through planning, training, and AEDs is an important
part of having safer learning environments for students, staff and the com-
munity.”

Public Act 12 of 2014 requires all schools (grades kindergarten to 12) to
have a cardiac emergency response plan in place.  This designation recog-
nizes 122 schools that have taken steps above and beyond to prepare to
respond in the event of a cardiac emergency, and is awarded for a period of
three years.

“The Michigan High School Athletic Association is proud to partner with
the state of Michigan to promote the MI HEARTSafe Schools program,”
said Jack Roberts, director of the Michigan High School Athletic
Association. “It’s important we all do our part to help schools prepare for
unexpected emergencies to keep children in our communities safe.”

In order for a school to receive a MI HEARTSafe designation, it must per-
form at least one cardiac emergency response drill per year; have a written
medical emergency response plan and team; have current CPR/AED certifi-
cation of at least 10 percent of staff; have accessible, properly maintained
and inspected AEDs with signs identifying their location; and ensure pre-
participation sports screening of all student athletes using the current physi-
cal and history form endorsed by the Michigan High School Athletic
Association.

Local schools are “heart smart”
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Your #1 Fans. . .
Auto-Owners Insurance and your local independent agency 

have been a winning combination since 1916. We’ll work with 
you to insure your home, auto, business and life and keep 

everything you value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Call or visit us today!

�

��������	�
������
���������	�	�
�����
�����������������

�������	
�����������������
��������	
����
��
��������������������
��������		������
��

�
�����������	��
��	�������������
������������		�������������

��������������

A tractor stolen last month from a
residence in Huron County’s
Bloomfield Township was recovered
over the weekend in Gore Township,
according to Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson, who credited mem-
bers of the media with getting the
word out about the missing equip-
ment.
The stolen 2005 Case IH JX10-60C

tractor was taken from behind locked
doors near a residence at 3900
MacDonald Rd. sometime around or
after 11 p.m. April 25.  At the time,
investigators reported having a lead
that the equipment may have been
seen being transported eastbound on
Swayze Road.

“Last (Friday) evening at around
7:15 p.m., Port Hope area men
Duane Schave and Jeff Smaglinski
were driving in Gore Township on
Pochert Road, about a half of a mile
north of Kaufman Road, when they
noticed a tractor in the brush, around
90 yards west of the road,” Hanson
announced Saturday.

“Aware that a tractor similar to
what they were seeing had been
stolen nearly three weeks earlier,

they contacted an off-duty deputy to
check if there was still one missing,”
Hanson said.  “Deputies responded
and verified that it was the stolen
tractor. It was removed from the
brush and taken to our impound yard

where it will be processed for evi-
dence.
“(The) media deserves credit on this

recovery. That’s how the gentlemen
were aware there was a stolen trac-
tor,” the sheriff added. 

Stolen tractor recovered in Huron Co.

A MISSING Case tractor, stolen from a residence

in Huron County’s Bloomfield Township last

month, was recovered Friday night after two coun-

ty residents spotted the equipment in Gore

Township and contacted an off-duty Huron County

Sheriff’s deputy.
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Honora Guza

Honora May Guza, 89, of Cass
City, passed away Monday evening,
May 11, 2015. 

She was born in Woodstock,
Ontario, Canada on September 24,
1925, the daughter of Austin A. and
Johanna E. (Kennedy) Markle. 
On November 16, 1963 she married

Philip Guza. Philip preceded her in
death. She was a member of St.
Pancratius Catholic Church of Cass
City, and active on its Women’s
Council.

Surviving along with her daughter,
Catherine and husband Timothy
Dingman of Holly, are two grand-
sons, Philip and Timothy, and a
brother, William K. Markle living in
Troy.
A memorial mass will be held at St.

Pancratius Church, 4292 Seeger St.
at 10 a.m. on May 21. 

The family will receive friends one
hour prior to the service. Please con-
sider memorials to the church. There
will be no visitation at Gagetown
Funeral Chapel. 

Arrangements were made by
Unionville Funeral Chapel. 

Albert Palazzola

Albert Palazzola, 84, of Snover,
died following a long illness
Thursday, May 14, 2015 in Courtney
Manor, Bad Axe.  

He was born May 19, 1930 in
Detroit to Vito and Antoinette (Virzi)
Palazzola.  

He married Reba Christine Walden
June 15, 1951 in Warren.  

Albert worked for Chrysler for 15
years and then worked construction
for several years.  Albert later on
retired in Snover.  He enjoyed camp-
ing and doing things with family.
His whole life was all about keeping
the family together.    

Albert is survived by his wife,
Reba; children:  Valerie (Ed)
Bezemek of Snover, Vito Palazzola
of West Hills, CA, Antoinette
(William) McCreedy of Cass City,
Albert Palazzola, Jr. of West Hills,
CA, Daniel Palazzola of Cass City,
Nicholas Palazzola of Valencia, CA;
grandchildren:  Nicole (Eric) Tinsey,
Edward (Bobbie) Bezemek, Sandra
(Matthew) Jennings, William
McCreedy, Samuel McCreedy,
Jessica (Dave) Tucker, Veronica
Palazzola, David Palazzola; great-
grandchildren:  Nevaeh, Alex,
Marie, Charlotte, Arianna, Mckala,
Danica; sisters:  Jacqueline (Victor)
Tatarcuk of CA, Viola (Sam)
Spagnola of Cucamonga, CA, Mary
(Bob) Gregory of CA; many nieces
and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his
son, David Palazzola; brothers:
Matthew Palazzola, Vito “Bill”
Palazzola, Salvatore “Sam”
Palazzola, Antonio “Tony”
Palazzola; sister, Nina Donath.

Visitation will be held from 2 to 5
and 7 to 9 p.m. Friday, May 22 in
Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City. The
funeral service will be held at 2 p.m.
Saturday, May 23 in Good Shepherd
Parish, St. Joseph Catholic Church,
4960 N. Ubly Road, Argyle with the
Rev. Charles Hammond officiating.    

Interment will be in St. Ignatius
Catholic Cemetery.  Memorials may
be made to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital or the Family
Discretionary Fund.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Viretta Pena

Viretta Beatrice Pena, 76, of Cass
City, died following a long battle
with MS, Monday, May 11, 2015 in
Tendercare Nursing Facility.  

She was born September 6, 1938 in
Cass City, the second of five children
born to Bernard and Irene (Hess)
Furness.  

She married Ernest Pena July 7,
1956 in Cass City.  He died June 7,
1999. 

Viretta worked for a time for
Walbro Manufacturing in Cass City.
Before her MS diagnosis she
enjoyed shopping, traveling and just
getting out of the house for a drive.
Vi enjoyed sewing and crocheting
and helping her granddaughters learn
also.  She enjoyed playing games
with her grandchildren, especially
UNO.  Vi was a huge John Wayne
fan and enjoyed watching western
movies and television shows like
Bonanza.  She was strong willed and
feisty up to the very end.

Viretta is survived by her children:
Marie (Randy) Horne of Cass City,
Ernest (Mandy) Pena of Russiaville,
IN, Robert (Carol) Pena of

Churubusco, IN, Angel Pena of Cass
City; grandchildren:  Samantha
(Eric) Collins, Sonya Horne, Carrie
Pena, Kylee (Nathan) Wall, Katee
Pena, Marcus Pena; great grandchil-
dren:  Shelbee, Gabe, Madilyn and
Lucas.  She will also be missed by
her brothers:  Theodore (Jan)
Furness of Cass City, George
(Mickey) Turner of Vassar; sister,
Val Jo Knowlton of Caro;  brother-
in-law, Dale (Betsy) Mellendorf of
Cass City; many nieces and
nephews.  She is preceded in death
by great grandson, Cole; sister,
Charlotte Mellendorf; sister-in-law,
Deb Turner.

A funeral service was held
Wednesday, May 13 in Kranz
Funeral Home, Cass City with Brad
Speirs of Novesta Church of Christ
officiating.   

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery.  

Memorials may be made to Fun In
The Thumb Playscape.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.


