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SCOLLON IS pictured above with her mom,

Dotty Scollon of Cass City, who along with

Scollon’s brother, John, were on hand for the

surprise award presentation.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Thumb residents riding a moped and a motorcycle suffered serious injuries
in separate traffic crashes over the weekend, according to troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in Caro.

Both accidents occurred Friday, with the first involving a motorcycle on
Kingston Road, south of Centerline Road in Koylton Township.

Sgt. Brian McComb reported Todd Allen Bryce, 57, of Port Huron, was
driving southbound on Kingston Road when he failed to negotiate a curve,
ran off the south shoulder of the roadway and overturned his 2008 Harley
Davidson motorcycle.

FlightCare (helicopter) was dispatched to the scene and airlifted Bryce to
Hurley Medical Center for treatment of his injuries.

Two hurt in moped,
motorcycle crashes

“TREES ARE OUR Friends” is the theme for the 20th annual Thumb

Octagon Barn and Agricultural Museum School Tours, slated for Wednesday

through Friday, May 6-8.  Organizers say they still have openings for rough-

ly 300 more students to participate in the educational field trip at the histori-

cal site, located along Richie Road just east of Gagetown.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s
Department and Bad Axe City Police
officers arrested an 18-year-old Bad
Axe man Friday on suspicion of traf-
ficking heroin.

“This arrest took place near his
home in the 300 block of South Port
Crescent and was the result of a
lengthy investigation between our
agencies,” Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson said.  

“A search warrant was then author-
ized by the Huron County
Prosecutor’s Office and then execut-
ed at (the suspect’s) residence.
Seized during that search was more
saleable heroin, cash, a firearm and

other drug paraphernalia,” Hanson
added.

The suspect, whose name has not
been released pending formal
arraignment proceedings, was
lodged in the Huron County Jail,
where he remains after being unable
to post a $15,000 cash bond ordered
in Huron County District Court.

“Our office, as well as the Bad Axe
City Police, encourages tips on ille-
gal drug activity by calling during
regular business hours at (989) 269-
6500 or (989) 269-6470, or anytime
by calling Huron Central Dispatch’s
non-emergency line of (989) 269-
6421, Hanson noted.  “Confidential
callers can use our TIPS line at (989)
269-2861 or visit our Facebook
page.”

Police arrest heroin
trafficking suspect

Please turn to page 6.

Barn volunteers gearing up to host
kids for a (field) trip back in time

Please turn to page 6.

NMC Foundation Board
honors Teresa Scollon
with Excellence Award

Declaration
honors 98th
birthday for
state police

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hundreds of youngsters from the
Thumb and beyond will be rubbing
shoulders with the likes of Smokey
Bear and Johnny Appleseed during
this year’s school tours at the Thumb
Octagon Barn and Agricultural
Museum near Gagetown.

And organizers of the 20th annual
event say there’s still room for more
teachers to sign their students up for
the unique one-day field trip.

“The guided tours will be held dur-
ing the school day on Wednesday,

May 6, Thursday, May 7, and Friday,
May 8.  There are still openings for
guided tours on Wednesday and
Thursday,” said Diane Rapson Gabil,
who noted Friday’s tour schedule has
been filled.

The day invites kids to explore life

in rural Michigan in the early 1900s
by participating in hands-on activity
stations based on age, grade and
interest levels.  “Live animals fill the
barn,” added Gabil, who said the
tours take about 4 ½ hours, but short-

Please turn to page 8.

The Michigan State Police (MSP) is
celebrating its 98th birthday this
week, and to honor the milestone,
Gov. Rick Snyder has declared April
19 – 25 as Michigan State Police
History Week.

“Since 1917, Michigan State Police
troopers have served our state with
excellence and integrity, providing
the highest quality law enforcement
and public safety services,” said Col.
Kriste Kibbey Etue, director of the
MSP. 

“As we mark our 98th birthday,
now is a time for us to reflect on our
rich history and traditions, as well as
how the department has evolved into

Road vote debate
continues as May
5 election nears

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Area voters will join their counter-
parts across Michigan in less than
two weeks to decide the fate of legis-
lation designed to address the state’s
crumbling roads and bridges.
The Tuesday, May 5, vote continues

to be the center of debate among a
host of groups such as Safe Roads
Yes! and the Coalition Against
Higher Taxes and Special Interest
Deals.

Those who support the multi-bill
package say the priority should be
the safety of motorists traveling on
Michigan roadways, many of which
have become downright dangerous
due to deterioration.  They also cite
quality infrastructure as a key to
Michigan’s economic future.

Opposition groups, meanwhile,
claim legislators who supported it
are holding road repairs hostage to a
measure that includes money for
education and local government –

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A former longtime Cass City resident was recently honored for her work in
developing a workshop series designed to help veterans with PTSD (Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder) and their families through creative writing.

Teresa Scollon, a poet, author and member of the adjunct faculty at
Northwestern Michigan College (NMC), was presented with the NMC
Foundation Excellence Award last Wednesday night at the Hagerty Center in
Traverse City.
The honor was the latest of many for Scollon, who now resides in Traverse

City.
The daughter of Dotty Scollon of Cass City and the late Dr. Ed Scollon, she

was awarded a $25,000 National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Creative
Writing Fellowship grant in 2011 in the category of “Literature Fellowships:
Creative Writing (Poetry)”.

The grants are awarded to encourage the production of new works of liter-
ature by allowing writers the time and means to write.  Scollon was one of
42 poets – two from Michigan – who were approved for scholarships from
a field of 1,063 eligible applications.

Scollon attended Cass City Public Schools.  Trained as a classical pianist,
she was accepted at the prestigious Interlochen Arts Academy and spent her
junior and senior years of high school there.

She later earned a degree in international relations and Japanese at
Michigan State University, spent a year abroad, earned her MBA degree and
even had her own consulting practice for a time.
In a previous interview, she described herself as a published poet, although



PAGE TWO CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2015

��(($$%%**++))((�����--##''%%..���
��%%**((&&""**$$,,������))**""((�����������

����
	
�������
�����
�������
��/5�
,"#/0-,����

�#//5��#/,&�/"1����

�&-+�0��-/�,����

��*#/'#���/1#*����

�#//5���0)#����

��2/���1#$$#,����

��3'"��,"/�()�����

��+'#��#�0*#5����


,%#*���2/,#11#����

�'!&-*�0��� *-,0)'����

�
�������/�,)��1�����/-

��"!��
�������
�	�
	���',��1������00��'15

��"!����������
����	���',��1�����/*#11#

��"!��
�	��	�	

��

�����
��	������

)��%#���##���"�#
)���&�$�$� �#�)�
�(�"#
)��" ��%"�#�)��  ���$#

�����������$�
��##���$(������	���
�	�	����������

��

���������������

��������
��		�����������������

� %"�� ��$ '������!�����$
��#%"���������$�� "


0���)%��1�&#-�)*�$��# �
0��,+'��������0��'%�

0�
,*#&�**��������0���$+"
�������
�������
����

���������������
*���'��$�$ ����( %"�����$+

�!�&+*�
� "�
�$�#%! �(���&��&��!�$


�&�'��&���$
����������#&��+�����**��#+/������
	��


	
�	�������

���
���
�)�������

������������
����������0��)' �**#'&�$��/���.�%*
����������0��)�*�)#(+#'&*� #$$��
����������0���)!��*�$��+#'&�' � )�%�*
����������0��$$�+/(�*�' ��'&+��+*
����������0��'�$#&���# '��$*
����������0��$�**�*�)�(�#)��
����������0�
$,���)'**��1���1(�)+#�#(�&+

�
��������
�������������
�/-$#00'-,�*��5#���/#
�	
���'**��1�����00��'15

��������
��"�
4#��	��
�	�

���������������
  ����������������!!����������������������

�20�,��-..#�������
���������##%#/��1�
�&-,#��
������

�����������������������  ������

���������������������� ������������������������

��������������������������

������������������

  ������������������������

����������������������������������������������������  ������

��		����������
��		��



��		����
������		����

����	���

�',"�1&#��#/3'!#�-/��/-"2!1�
�-2��##"�',��&'0����


�# "!��$ ���
�������%

���������

��
�����
	����	���
��	���

���������

�����������!!������
�������������

��������
��

��

�������

��

��		��
�����������������������

�
�

�
�

�
�
����������

�		������� ���������� "���������


!!!�����������"������ �������

�������
���������� ����������
��������
��
���	���������

��������������������
�������
�������������������

�����
����
���
����������	�	����
������������
��	����	�
�

��	��������
�
����

��

�������	���������
����
�������������������������

$���

$�� �

!����� !

�� ������

�23,.��	���������
�10'%8�5+316*+��3,'%8�%5�
����2�/�
!60'%84�%5���	��2�/�

�,..4,'(��142(.��%..

�	���63'4��130(3� '����%44��,58����9
�
��

�%0�!+655���135+7,..(�����
�%55�!/,5+���%&-410�����

�%6.���������

�����())������
�����


"��9���"9��9���9�!9�"� ���9����9"� �#��9��!#!9�� �!"9�# 9�� �  1/%04����	

��	
�����������������
��������
�(�&!,0+�#�,$!*��#�%'��,�,$!��(&&%'#��%&&+��(&"��(-*+!�('��-#-+,�

"(*�,$!���,$�("���

���(+,�.%&&��!��	��)!*��(-)&!���!�&�"!�,-*!+

�$(%�!�("�,.(�!',*!!+��' � !++!*,����+$���*�
�!�'!! ��'����-*�,!

$!� ��(-',������-#-+,���
�$('!�� ��(/��,�
��
���
����
�
�

����	���������

�	��������������

��

����
�����
	
��

Ubly School announces honor roll
UBLY JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL
2014-2015 HONOR ROLL
MARKING PERIOD 3

Grade 12
Jonathon Bischer, Nicholas Booms,
Courtney Cook, Mathias Dekker,
Hanna Drake*, Shelby Farver, Roger
Franzel, II, Jaclyn Geiger, Alexis
Gezequel*, Tyler Glaza, Adam
Grifka*, Jerry Grifka, Kelsie Gross,
Marisa Guza*, Michela Guza*,
Emily Halifax, Kayla Halifax, Claire
Hembrough, Justine Hulburt, Cody
Hutchinson, Alexis Inbody, Whitney
Jarson, Cody Klee, Meagan
Kozfkay, Kurt Kubacki, Logan
Lemke, Joseph Lipskey, Sawyer
Messing, Daniel Mierop, Cynthia
O’Connor*, Brandy Osentoski,
Brieann Osentoski, Shane Osentoski,
Frederick Pallas, Laura, Peters,
Samantha Pionk, Alex Ratcliff, Cole
Roggenbuck, Nicole Sweeney,
Kelsey Ulfig*, Krystal Vogel, Trevor
Walsh, Grant Weber*, Bryce
Weltin*, Jenna White, Cameo
Wolschleger, Jessica Wolschleger,
and Shanae Woolner.

Grade 11
Bailey Bischer, Evan Block, Kaylee
Block, Emily Booms, Joshua
Bowman, Macanna Briolat,
Alexandria Camp*, Austin Chernow,
Makayla Clink, Trevor Dropiewski,
Jennifer Gentner, Lindsey Glaza,
Madison Glaza, Katlyn Groth, Grant
Hagen*, Aaron Hund, Ethan Hund,
Courtney Klee, Nolan Lemke,
Nicole Osantowski, Ashley

Osentoski*, Kasey Palmer, Arianna
Partaka, Michaela Partaka, Shannon
Particka*, Alexander Rich, Elena
Rodriguez, Lucas Rothe, Daniel
Rutkowski*, Blake Schumacher,
Rebecca Speciale, Ashley
Sweeney*, Jesse Vogel, Roman
Weltin, Jeffrey Wright, and Jonathan
Wright.

Grade 10
Vinicius Berti Tozzi, Morgan Block,
Jonathan Brandel, Derek Brown,
Jessi Clink*, Nicole Francis, Chelsea
Holdwick, Michelle Inbody, Natasha
Kalberer*, Noah Krueger, Megan
Leppek, MacKenzie Lesoski, Olivia
Lipskey*, Emma Melnik, Riley
Murray, Lindsey Nast, Steven
Niemiec, Jr., Kirah Osentoski*, Tyler
Osentoski, Brianna Pionk*, Tamina
Prexl, Allison, Romzek, Xi Shen,
Alyson Shepherd, Keenan Siens,
Travis Terbrack*, Cade Walsh, Ariel
Waterbeck, Eric Wolschleger, and
Abby Wright.

Grade 9
Olivia Bender, Tayler Berger, Levi
Block, Danielle Briolat*, Justin
Briolat*, Chantelle Burk*, Rachel
Cook*, Dylan Crickon, Evan
Franzel*, Andrew Gilbert, Lauren
Gillig, Alex Grifka, Chelsey Halifax,
Jacob Halifax, Emma Hembrough,
Erin Inbody*, Macy Knoblock*,
Ashton Lemke*, Matthew
Maikrzek*,Josilynn McCoy, Peyton
McLellan, Jason Mierop, Tori
Osantowski, Brent Osentoski*,
Mary-Christine Osentoski*, Katelyn

Palmer, Kara Peruski*, Emelia
Rodriguez*, Izabel Rodriguez, Kacie
Roggenbuck, Alexis Rutkowski,
Nicholas Schultz*, Cheyenne
Shepherd, Madelyn Smalley*, David
Sorenson, Katrina Stevenson,
Nicholas Swanson*, Anthony
Sweeney, Brett Sweeney, Ryan
Sweeney*, Jacob Uhl*, Marisa
Villafranca, Emma Weber, and
Janelle White*.

Grade 8
Isaac Booms*, Joshua Brandel*, Eli
Emming, Amber Essenmacher,
Brady Farver, Danika Focken*,
Rebekka Foster*, Bethany
Gornowicz*, Anna Greyerbiehl*,
Haili Gusa*, Dylan Hagen, Payten
Heleski, Cassie Holdwick, Kelsey
Knoblock*, Ethan Lemke, Parker
Lipskey, Anna Messing, Nolan
Murray, Kylie Ogryski, Arisa
Osentoski*, Natalie Pallas, Nathan
Particka, Rebecca Particka, Madelyn
Peplinski*, Alexis Pionk, Cheyenne
Porzondek*, Ashley Puvalowski,
Ryche Roggenbuck*, Luke
Rutkowski, Brittney Schmidt,
Sabrina Schumacher, Jason Smalley,
Sadie Souva*, William Spicer, Jr.,
McKenzie Stomack, Ellissa
Thomas*, Mackenzie Uhl, Mikaela
Van Erp*, Amanda Weaver, Adam
Weber, and Nicholas Wright.

Grade 7
Olivia Brown*, Michael Clink,
Austin Creguer, Lauren Dropeski,
Kali Dutcher, Grant Geiger*, Andrea
Grifka, Amanda Halifax, Logan
Hulburt, Reese Klee, Rachel
Leppek, Caitlyn Maurer*, Michael
Mausolf, Claire Melnik, Hannah
Melnik, Cody Osantowski, Shane
Osantowski, Austin Peruski, Ellie
Peruski*, Lacey Pionk*, Isle
Roggenbuck, Hannah Schroeder,
Jaiden Schulte, Christopher
Schultz*, Abigail Sorenson*, Casey
Sweeney, Katelyn Sweeney*,
Danielle Tschirhart, Danielle
Umbreit*, Alexia Vogel*, Kylie
Vogel, and Jazmyn Warchuck.
*Denotes all A’s.

Area residents are invited to attend
a Social Security Planning Workshop
presented by Maier & Associates:
Financial Group, Inc., at Rawson
Memorial District Library, Cass
City, Wednesday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m.

Those in attendance will have the
opportunity to learn the facts that are
important to consider when deciding
to apply for benefits; when it makes
sense to delay benefits-and when it
does not; how to estimate your bene-
fits; strategies designed to minimize
taxes on Social Security benefits,
and more. 

Seating is limited for this free
event, so those planning to attend
must RSVP to Maier & Associates at
1-800-282-4503 (ext. 111) or email
them at vanessab@maierandassoci-
ates.com to reserve a spot.

Library set to
host workshop
on SS planning

Rebecca Lin Perry and Zachary Payton Monsue announce their engage-
ment. 
Rebecca is the daughter of Gary and Ginger (Elrod) Perry of Charlotte, TN.

Granddaughter of Jim and Geri Perry of Cass City, Richard Elrod Sr. and
Elaine Colosky of Vassar and Peggy Miller of Charlotte, TN. 

Rebecca is a 2009 graduate of Creek Wood High and 2013 graduate of
Austin Peay State University where she obtained a degree in Social Work.
Rebecca works for the State of Tennessee’s Department of Children
Services. 
Zachary is the son of Tonya Parchment of McEwen, TN and Troy Rachford

Jr. of Burns, TN. Grandson of Salley Marie Moran and the late William
Moran of McEwen, Troy Rachford Sr. of McEwen and Bertha Felts of White
Bluff, TN. 

Zachary works for Bridgestone in Dickson, TN. 
The couple has set the wedding date for September 5, 2015 at the Five Star

Retreat in Lyles, TN. 

Zachary Monsue and Rebecca Perry
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Thoughtful thoughts

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Wear jeans April 29
to remember victims

Our society has come a long way when it comes to
treating victims of sexual assault as, well, the victims
they are, rather than trying to focus on what they could
or should have done to prevent/escape the attack.

But ignorance surrounding this terrible, life-chang-
ing crime still abounds.

That’s where Denim Day comes in.  Slated this year
for Wednesday, April 29, Denim Day punctuates April
as Sexual Assault Awareness Month by boosting
awareness regarding misconceptions about sexual
assault.

The observance’s roots date back to 1998, triggered
by a ruling of the Italian Supreme Court, which over-
turned a rape conviction because the justices felt that,
since the victim was wearing tight jeans, she must
have helped her rapist remove them, thereby implying
consent.  The following day, the women in the Italian
Parliament came to work wearing jeans in solidarity
with the victim.
Since then, wearing jeans on Denim Day has become

a symbol of protest against erroneous and destructive
attitudes about sexual assault.

Aside from clothing, examples of those misconcep-
tions include the idea that there is a “correct way” to
respond to an assailant bent on sexual assault, and
that a crime hasn’t occurred if the victim doesn’t fight
back.  Both suggestions are rubbish.

We’re talking about people here – friends, family
members, acquaintances, strangers – and no victim of
assault should ever have to suffer additional pain at
the hands of those anxious to place the blame on any-
one but the real criminal.

And there are many.
Did you know one out of every six American adult

females (and three percent of American adult males)
has been the victim of an attempted or completed rape
in her lifetime, according to the National Institute of
Justice and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention?

Or that 15 percent of assault and rape victims are
under the age of 12, and 73 percent of sexual assaults
are perpetrated by a non-stranger (source: U.S.
Department of Justice)?

Sexual assault remains one of the most under-report-
ed crimes, and its victims face an increased risk of suf-
fering from depression, post-traumatic stress syn-
drome, and alcohol/drug abuse.  They’re also more
likely to contemplate taking their own lives.

Area residents can take an active role in the effort to
support victims by wearing jeans to work April 29 and
making a donation to the Thumb Area Assault Crisis
Center, which will be joining in the National Denim
Day observance (you can make a donation by calling
the crisis center at 989-672-1744).

Officials at the Thumb facility say it’s important to
challenge misconceptions and bring awareness to the
crime of sexual assault, because with a better under-
standing, everyone can have a better understanding of
survivors and ways to empower them.  That knowledge
also marks the start of decreasing stereotypes and dis-
crimination of victims.

We couldn’t agree more.

can talk to his mom. 

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on

Facebook.

If you know any of the life savers listed here, let
them know job well done.

Seventy-one heroes donated blood earlier this
month at a blood drive sponsored by the Hills &
Dales General Hospital Auxiliary and our local VFW
Post.

Daniel Kurtz earned a one-gallon pin, James Hiser,
Cheryl Lester and John Kurtz earned 2-gallon pins,
Barb Merchant earned a 3-gallon pin, Marlene
Donaldson earned a 5-gallon pin, Marilyn Mastie
earned a 7-gallon pin, Connie Schwaderer earned a 9-
gallon pin and Edsel Ford and Gerald Guinther
earned 12-gallon pins.

Daniel Torrez, Amy Matthewson and Margaret
Mozden were all first-time donors.

Thank you!

**********

The news on Michigan’s employment front is con-
tinuing to improve.

Gov. Rick Snyder last week announced the state’s
seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for March
fell to 5.6 percent. The rate has now been cut in half
from 11.2 percent in December 2010, and is one-
tenth of a percent behind the national average.
“We have momentum as Michigan’s unemployment

rate continues to drop. In December 2010,
Michigan’s unemployment rate was nearly two per-
cent above the national average. Today, we are one-
tenth of a percent behind. In the last year, just two
other states can show a larger drop in unemployment.

“That shows how far we’ve come, but doesn’t
reflect where we want our state to be. Merely reach-
ing the national average shouldn’t be our goal. We’re
on a path for Michigan to be a national leader in
terms of developing talent,” Snyder said.

We agree, governor, and keep up the good work.

**********

Elkland Township Fire Chief Glenn Guilds will tell
you he has no problem reminding members of his
department that turnout gear doesn’t grow on trees –
especially when a fire fighter misplaces a piece of
equipment — so it wouldn’t be too surprising if
Guilds is still hearing a snicker or two behind his
back.

Cass City firemen were returning to the fire hall in
town after responding to a recent grass fire out on
Delong Road when a gust of wind sent the fire chief’s
$1,000 coat out of a storage cabinet behind the cab of
a tanker and into the air somewhere along Main
Street.

Enter area resident Martha Hill, who found the coat
and dropped it off to Sue Copeland at Copeland
Insurance.  Copeland promptly called Guilds with the
good news.

Another happy ending.  Well, except for the snick-
ering.

***********

Tuscola County Animal Control will receive a small
piece of this year’s Michigan Companion Animal
Welfare Fund check-off pie, according to the
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development (MDARD).
MDARD officials recently announced the check-off

will fund projects totaling more than $155,500 at 26
registered shelters in 2015.  The Tuscola County
facility will receive $800.
The Michigan Animal Welfare Fund was established

under Public Act 132 of 2007 as a tax check-off to
support animal shelters statewide.  This year’s
awards will go toward the spaying and neutering of
animals, fund registration fees for anti-cruelty con-
ferences, and help to cover the costs of protecting and
caring for Michigan animals subjected to cruelty or
neglect.
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My youngest is sick and lying on the couch – because
that is what you do on sick days. I didn’t question him
this morning when he told me he wasn’t feeling well. I
could tell it was the truth. Other days, I might request a
list of symptoms and put a palm to his forehead, but not
today. Moms know from one quick look about these
things. Like when a child is really sick and when he
simply needs a sick day.

There is a difference.
We all have “I need a day” days. Sick days when we

aren’t necessarily bed-ridden and fever laden. Me
included. Today though, my baby, who is no longer a
baby, is really sick. 

On these days, I like to spend time with them, if pos-
sible. I’ve dubbed it empathy illness. Whenever some-
one in the house is sick, I lie low and keep him or her
company, sometimes for just a small part of the day.
Even if we don’t talk. It’s time together, and that is
something.

Today, though, I am busy. My tasks more than fill my
plate and there isn’t anything I can put off until tomor-
row. So I sit at the computer and type. He is in the next
room watching a movie. Resting. No complaints. 

The couch next to him is empty.
I make him lunch and serve it on the tray we use when

we are sick. Eating on the couch is reserved for those
times when coming to the kitchen table isn’t practical –
for those times when we are really sick, not just in need
of a sick day. 

I refill his juice cup. Put ice in it to make it nice and
cold – so it soothes his sore throat. And I keep working.
I am having success and making headway on my tasks.
It is looking as though I may get everything done by the
end of the day. 
And, in a literal flash, the power goes out. Completely.

We are without Internet, TV – even a hard line. I can’t
run the dishwasher or a throw in a load of laundry. My
work on the computer isn’t lost but is inaccessible with-
out power. I don’t even have a printed draft I can sit and
review. I’m a little irritated at the interruption. 

My son on the couch, for his own part, is concerned,
but not with what concerns me. What’s happening, he
wonders. The lights and TV turned off. It looks dark
over at the neighbor’s house. Is the power out all over
town?

I wander over to where he is sitting in the quiet, with
the TV uncustomarily dark and blank. I join him on the
empty couch, realizing I may as well enjoy this forced
break. 
After a time he asks, “How long has it been?”
“About 10 minutes,” I answer.
“Seems longer.”
The silence hangs heavy for a few moments and then

the discussion begins. He wonders aloud if we are too
reliant on technology. This, my child who I fear has
been plugged in since the day he was born. The guy
who carries a device with him as he gets dressed in the
morning – is concerned. 

He wonders what we would do if the power went out
indefinitely. Does our reliance make us vulnerable?
How many batteries would it take to power up the TV?
Thoughtful thoughts. We talk. And I realize this little
break in my day, sitting with my youngest – who hap-
pens to be home sick – is exactly what my busy sched-
ule needed. Just what we needed. Together.

Because amidst the noise and chaos and technology
that permeates our lives, what we have – when it comes
down to it – is each other. And, although we aren’t cog-
nizant of this on an every-moment or even everyday
basis, it’s nice to know my young, plugged-in, social-
media-savvy, app-laden son can understand the concept
when needed. And it is even nicer that in quiet times he
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STATE REP. EDWARD Canfield recently presented

Thomas Hile of Tuscola County with a state of

Michigan tribute thanking him for his 35-plus years of

service as the Juniata Township clerk. The tribute was

signed by Canfield, Senator Mike Green (R-Mayville),

Gov. Rick Snyder and Lt. Gov. Brian Calley.  Hile was

appointed township clerk in 1980 and plans to resign at

the end of this month.  Pictured above are (from left)

Canfield, Hile and Jim McLoskey, Green’s in-district

representative.

Circuit court proceedings

Trio appear on felony charges
The following three defendants

appeared in Tuscola County Circuit
Court last week on various felony
charges:

*James Michael-Edward Putman,
24, Caro, pleaded guilty to charges
of delivery/manufacture of 50 to 449
grams of cocaine, heroin or another
narcotic (morphine), and attempted
possession of a controlled substance
(amphetamine) Nov. 17 in Caro.

The delivery/manufacture charge
carries a maximum penalty of 20
years in prison and/or a $250,000

fine.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $250,000.  Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

*Christopher M. Lee, 21, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assault with a dangerous weapon
(felonious assault) Feb. 17 in Arbela
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$5,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-

iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Michael J. Duby III, 24, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to charges of forgery
of a license document/plate, driving
while his license was suspended or
revoked (subsequent offense), driv-
ing without insurance and unlawful
use of a license plate Feb. 6 in
Mayville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Bad Axe man remains lodged in
the Huron County Jail after putting
his pickup truck in a ditch and then
allegedly continuing on his way in
someone else’s pickup Saturday
morning.

“At approximately 6:45 a.m., Sgt.
Hunt responded to a report of a pos-
sible intoxicated man in a pickup, in
the ditch on M-25, north of M-142,
in Fairhaven Township. It was then
determined that the 18-year-old male
driver from Bad Axe was intoxicated

and that he was driving a stolen 2011
pickup,” Huron County Sheriff Kelly
J. Hanson reported.

“Apparently the driver had ditched
his own pickup in the early morning
hours near a Dunn Road, Caseville,
address and found keys in the 2011
pickup and took it,” Hanson said.
“He then damaged the vehicle some-
where between where it was taken
and where it ended up by impact
with something or some things. It is
unknown what he actually hit. The
damage appeared as if he may have
impacted with some mailboxes.”

Deputies arrested the motorist for
driving while intoxicated and for

felony unlawfully driving away an
automobile.  Bond in the case was
set at $10,000 cash.
“Formal charges will be determined

by the Huron County Prosecutor’s,”
Hanson said, noting, “Sgt. Hunt was
assisted by off-duty deputies Warren
Kuhl and Marc Woodward.”

The sheriff reminds residents to
remove the keys from their vehicles
when not in use, regardless of how
safe they may believe their neighbor-
hood is.  “Although not a regular
occurrence in our county, these theft
incidents do happen from time to
time,” he said.

Motorist arrested after ditching
truck, driving away in another
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Mt. Moriah Masonic Lodge #226,
Caro, will be providing a free child
identification program Saturday,
April 25.  The program will be con-
ducted from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
Highland Pines School, located at
1381 Cleaver Rd., Caro

The service is being provided as a
part of the 17th annual Children’s
Fun Fair.

Each child who goes through the
process will receive a dental impres-
sion as well as a CD containing a
photo, video, digital fingerprints and
their vital information.  Parents or
guardians of children who partici-
pate must be present and fill out a
permission slip for the child to
receive this service.  Children who
have already received the service are
encouraged to repeat the process
every two years to keep the informa-
tion in the completed packets cur-
rent.

More information is available by
calling (269) 612-7424.

Free ID program

for kids April 25
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Trout opener brings
back the memories
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Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

schools and orphanages in the
Republic of the Philippines and Rio
De Janeiro. A 1986 graduate of Cass
City High School, Middaugh is the
son of Therm E. and Dianne E.
Middaugh of Cass City.

Members of Veterans of Foreign
Wars Ladies’ Auxiliary Post #3644,
Cass City, recently elected new offi-
cers for the 1990-91 year. They are
Maggie Weippert, president; Mary
Smith, senior vice-president; Carol
Martin, junior vice-president;
Patricia Brooks, treasurer; Maxine
Haney, conductress; Helen Easton,
guard; Lena Maleck, chaplain;
Bonnie Brandenburg and Illa Hunt,
trustees; Darlene Wilson, secretary;
Berenice Sowden, Maggie Weippert
and Mariea Randall, convention del-
egates. The new officers will be
installed in May.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

In conjunction with National
Library Week last week, all the stu-
dents at Campbell Elementary
viewed the puppet play, “A Fine
Mess.” The four puppeteers were
intermediate students Darla McKee,
Jeff Healy, Sally Warju and Terry
Leino. The puppet theatre was set up
in the intermediate school library.
The 7th-8th grade play at Cass City

Intermediate School, a comedy ver-
sion of “Cinderella,” will be per-
formed in the gym May 1-2, at 7:30
p.m. Among the characters are, from
left, Scott Albee, Cathy Deatherage,
Libby Dickinson, Gail Evans,
Malcolm House, Suzy Scollon
(Cinderella) and Chris Langenburg
(the king). Missing was Susan
Hammondy, the fairy godmother.
Director is teacher Cheryl LaBean.

Two Cass City women graduated
from the Delta College registered
nursing program Sunday during cap-
ping and pinning ceremonies. Ellen
M. Trischler is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. George Trischler. A 1972
graduate of Owendale-Gagetown
High School, she worked as a labora-
tory technician at Hills and Dales
General Hospital for five years
before starting nursing school. She
continued at the hospital part-time
and will now be employed there as a
nurse. Lori I. Tuckey is the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Tuckey. A
1976 graduate of Cass City High
School, she will be employed at St.
Mary’s Hospital in Saginaw.
Graduation ceremonies were held at
St. Stanislaus church in Bay City.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Clifford Croft was named Citizen of
the Year in Cass City Saturday night,
and Marie Hobart, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Ben Hobart of rural
Gagetown, was named Junior
Citizen of the Year in the highlight
event of this year’s Chamber of
Commerce banquet held at the
Colony House. Croft came to Cass
City in 1946 as manager of Brinker
Lumber Co., and helped form the
Chamber of Commerce three years
later. He was one of the group that
formed the Cass City Industrial
Development Corporation and
served as its first president. Croft
served on the old Cass City Hospital
Board and is a past president of both
Rotary and the Gavel Club, as well
as a member of Tyler Lodge. In the
past year, Croft has been in the mid-
dle of efforts to preserve rail service
in Cass City and the Thumb area.
These efforts included his being
named to head the Thumb Area Rail
Users Association which is presently
coordinating the fight to preserve
service on the Grand Trunk Western
Railroad. 

Cass City’s Junior Citizen of the
Year, Marie Hobart, is valedictorian
of the Class of 1975 at Cass City
High School, graduating with a per-
fect 4.000 grade point average. She
is a member of the National Honor
Society and has been active in
Student Council, forensics, on the
annual staff, the all-school play cast,
and is vice-president of the Thumb
“B” Student Council. She sings in
her church choir and participates in
other church activities. She was also
an active participant in the Cystic
Fibrosis drive for the past two years.
Miss Hobart plans to attend Albion
College to study on the pre-medical
program.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Donald Shagena, who last week
sold his Cass City Concrete Products
firm to a three-brother partnership at
Tuckey Block Co, of Cass City, is
slated to spear-head the development
of a new subdivision at the southeast
corner of the village. Shagena sold
his 10-year-old firm to J. D., Robert
and Roy Tuckey. The brothers are
currently managing the original
Tuckey Block Co. which is still
owned by their father, Luke.

Starting Monday, April 26, it will
cost Cass City and Gagetown males,
young and old, an extra 25 cents to
get their hair cut. That was the word
from local barbers in announcing a
price raise following a meeting
Monday night. Haircuts for men will
go from $1.50 to $1.75 and from
$1.25 to $1 50 for children on week
days; Children’s haircuts were $1.50
on weekends previously.
Barbershops affected by the raise
include Graham and Bailey, Tyo’s,
Johnston’s and Dwaine’s
Barbershop, all in Cass City, and 
Rocheleau’s in Gagetown

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

The Cass City High School will
graduate 71 students in the Class of
1940 with Rev. Henry G. Bushong,
pastor of the Methodist Church,
delivering the address. Ruth
Lounsbury and Betty Brown are co-
valedictorians of the Class of 1940
and Hazel Corkins is the salutatori-
an.

A group of children of the kinder-
garten department of the Cass City
School enjoyed a train ride from
Cass City to Deford that morning.
Each child had his or her own ticket
for which the sum of eight cents had
been paid. They were accompanied
by their teacher, Miss Ruth Schenck,
who was assisted by Gatha Mercer
and Alice Anthes. The children were
taken from the school house to the
depot by a bus, driven by Harold
Murphy, and the same bus met them
at Deford and brought them back to
Cass City. But one kindergarten
pupil had ever had a train ride before
Tuesday.

Hugh Munro has been chosen
Scoutmaster for a troop of Boy
Scouts in process of organization in
Cass City, by a committee of five
sponsoring the troop. They are
Walter Mann, Fred Pinney, E. L.
Schwaderer, Andrew Champion and
Curtis Hunt. Horace Pinney and Ray
Fleenor have been chosen assistants
to Mr. Munro.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Many of the birds are like men
dependent upon the existence of
trees. A park without trees is a desert,
unfit for birds or human beings.
Farms without trees, school yards
without trees, homes without here
and there a tree, roadsides without
trees, are desolate and unfriendly.  I,
Woodbridge N. Ferris, Governor of
the State of Michigan, do hereby
designate Friday, May 7th, 1915, as
Arbor and Bird Day, and do request
that this day be observed by all
schools, public and private, and
other educational institutions, by the
planting of trees for beautifying
school grounds and parks, and by
conducting 2 suitable exercises for
promoting the spirit of protection to
trees and birds. Given under my
hand and the Great Seal of the State,
this twenty-first day of April, in the
year of our Lord one thousand nine
hundred and fifteen, and of the com-
monwealth the seventy-ninth.
WOODBRIDGE N. FERRIS,
Governor.

The Social Purity Council was
organized at the home of Mrs.
Seneca Hartsell of Cass City. Several
women who believe that a higher
standard of living should be taught
and that purity of thought and pur-
pose should be instilled in the minds
of children were instrumental in
effecting the organization of this by
which will hold house to house and
public meetings. The objects of the
society are: To help those having the
care of children to better understand
the child and his needs physically,
mentally, morally and spiritually; to
teach one standard of living for both
sexes; to instill in the minds of the
young, the injury done by tobacco,
strong drink, etc; to hold mothers’
meetings; to confer with mothers as
to the best method of dealing with
conditions surrounding the boys and
girls.

Note:  The following is a reprint of a column I wrote several years ago in
honor of my late grandfather, whose memory I carry every day, but especial-
ly this time of year.

I still have trouble getting to sleep the night before opening day.
The last Saturday in April — the traditional trout season opener in

Michigan — has always been a special tradition.
Anyone fortunate enough to have been introduced to the art of stream fish-

ing (or any other type) by a father or grandfather, who knew the value of
time invested in a youngster, knows what I mean.

It’s been decades since my grandfather, Ray Miller, and I tramped any of
the northern Michigan streams he shared with me during the years I was
growing up.  A Kentucky native who stood all of about 5’5”, he succumbed
to Alzheimer’s disease many years ago.  My grandmother, Lorena — his
wife of more than 50 years — died less than a year after he did.

Grandpa introduced me to stream fishing when I was about eight, the
beginning of an opening day tradition he and I would share for a decade.

“Ray, guess who’s here?” grandma would say as my mom drove up into
my grandparents’ driveway.  Grandpa greeted me the same way each time I
escaped Grand Rapids’ north side for a fishing trip, which was as often as I
could manage.  “Hello fishin’ partner, ready to get your limit tomorrow?”
Our opening day ritual would begin Friday evening, when we’d go outside,

flashlights and empty soup cans in hand, in search of night crawlers.
The thought of paying 50 cents for crawlers back then irked my grandpa,

who year after year used the same old seven-foot steel fly rod and closed
face reel.  I think he won the antique equipment sometime in the 1940s.

Saturday would begin at 5 a.m. with the trip up to White Cloud.  The jour-
ney there somehow always seemed much shorter than the trip back.

Once at the stream, we would part — he would head upstream, while I’d
go downstream.  “Remember to fish that big log,” he’d remind me as he
headed off into the brush at a surprisingly quick pace.

His earlier instruction always came back to me as I prepared to tempt a
native brook trout out from under that big log.

“Edge up to the stream slowly now,” he’d say.  “Just drop your bait in and
work it down.  Drift it along the sand until it slides into that hole.”
A distinct tug on my line would pull me from my daze and I’d reel in a hefty

10-inch brookie.  I usually picked up a couple more before heading back to
the car for a lunch of bologna, cheese and crackers.
The day would end after visiting another stream or two, and soon we would

be pulling into my grandparents’ driveway.
“You all are home kind of early, aren’t ya?” were my grandmother’s first

words as we entered the kitchen.  She would glance down at the trout in the
cooler.  I would always grin, knowing what she would say next.

“Is that all you got?  They look kind of puny,” she’d say.
“Is that so?” grandpa would reply.  “Well, next time we’ll take you so you

can show us how it’s done,” he’d say with a chuckle and a wink at me.
When I return to some of those same old streams, I relive past opening

days.  I can’t help but feel grandpa’s presence when I step from my car into
a forest alive with chattering birds and squirrels, the rhythmic drumming of
a ruffed grouse and the soft gurgling of a nearby brook.

His legacy is still very much a part of my life.  He never gained fame or
fortune, but this grandson couldn’t be richer for having known him and ben-
efiting from his time and patience.

I can think of no finer tribute to the man.   

The author and his grandfather, circa 1970

�
	���������
�����

�������
����������
�	��������������

����������
�������
����
�������������

��	�����
�
�����
��	
�


�������
������

����������
���������	�����
�����	������������������

���	��������������
�������������������

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Clayton Christopher Smutek was
born Dec. 22, 2009 at Bay Medical
Center in Bay City. He weighed 8
pounds, 8 ounces and was 20 1/2
inches long. Clayton is the son of
Christopher and Amanda Smutek of
Bay City. Maternal grandparents are
Marjorie and PJ Goik. Paternal
grandparents are Terry and Kim
Donovan, and Ray and Cathy
Smutek, all of Cass City. His great-
grandparents are Jay and Maxine
Smith of Clearwater, Fla., and
Caseville.

Nicholas Chappel, son of Dr. Paul
and Suzanne Chappel of Cass City,
recently graduated with honors from
Palmer College of Chiropractic
Medicine in Davenport, Iowa.
Chappel is a 2006 graduate of Albion
College and a 2002 graduate of Cass
City High School. Dr. Chappel is
currently practicing chiropractic
medicine in the Charlotte, N.C. area.
His grandparents are Jane and the
late Larry Chappel of Marlette, and
Marjorie and the late Daniel Orr of
North Branch.
Gary Haas was recently honored by

officials at Tuscola Behavioral
Health Systems (TBHS) for his 15
years of dedicated service as a board
member. Paula Cavanaugh, chairper-
son of the board, presented Haas
with a plaque and thanked him for
his commitment to individuals
receiving mental health services in
Tuscola County.

Mason Erla, Cass City, bagged his
first tom on Monday’s season opener
while hunting with his dad, Chuck,
on his grandfather’s land in Tuscola
County. The 12-year-old youth used
a Remington 20-gauge to down his
prize that had a 9” beard and 3/4”
spurs.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

The Cass City High School Class of
2005 will be led by 12 valedictori-
ans, all boasting 4.0 grade point
averages, and one salutatorian who
achieved a nearly perfect GPA. This
year’s valedictorians are Ashley
Barrigar, Tasha Bryant, Krista
Homakie, Samantha Glaspie, Carrie
Hillaker, Luann Laming, Bethany
Langlois, Stephanie Richards, Leah
Sherman, Jason Speirs, Angela
Stoeckle and Jesse Tuckey. Marcel
Helland is the salutatorian. 
Cass City men easily won a triangu-

lar meet Wednesday over visiting
Sandusky and Brown City. Cass City
scored 83 points, Sandusky 43 and
Brown City 40. Andrew Schinnerer,
Kyle Reif and Danny Mittlestat were
double winners for Cass City. The
Hawk men won easily because of
superior depth. Cass City swept the
110 hurdles led by Danny Mittlestat
(16.88), and posted seconds in 8
events. Hawk winners were: 1600-
meter, Kyle Reif (5:11.05); 400-
meter, Andrew Schinnerer (57.00);
300-meter hurdles, Mittlestat
(43.25); 800-meter, Chris Childs
(2:13.33); 3200-meter, Reif
(11:22.99) and pole vault, Schinnerer
(12’06”). 

Charmont Lanes’ Bowlers of the
Year honors were recently earned by
Deb Silance and Don Doerr.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Hard work, faith in God, a strong
constitution and a good sense of
humor. If there’s such a thing as a
secret to longevity, chances are good
those attributes have something to do
with it, according to Catherine
(Wruble) Parteka. She should know;
Parteka, a resident of the Tender
Care nursing home in Cass City, will
celebrate her 100th birthday
Monday. She was born April 30,
1890, the oldest of 8 children born to
Joseph and Julia (Shubert) Wruble.
She married Leo Pokora in 1909 and,
after his death, John Parteka in 1923.
Parteka had 10 children, 5 of whom
are still living. They are Sophie
Peruski of Ubly, Victoria Riley of
Lansing, Marie Pabst and her hus-
band, Russell, of Marlette, Virginia
Zimmer of Marlette, and Lillian
Hund and her husband, Phil, of
Rochester.

Navy Petty Officer 3rd Class
Timothy A. Middaugh has arrived in
Norfolk, Va., following completion
of a 6-month around-the-world
deployment while serving aboard the
aircraft carrier USS Enterprise at its
new homeport in Norfolk. During
the deployment, Middaugh partici-
pated in Pacific Exercise (PACEX)
’89. PACEX was the largest exercise
conducted since World War II and
incorporated the operation of several
battle groups, including multi-
national and multiservice units, in
the waters of Japan and South Korea.
In addition, Middaugh also took part
in various projects from entertaining
children in an orphanage in Thailand
to the renovation of churches,

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

The Shabbona United Methodist Church will be hosting its annual fish sup-
per and auction Saturday, April 25, from 4 to 6:30 p.m.

Cost of the supper is a free-will offering, and the auction is slated to get
underway at 6:30 p.m., with meals, soft goods, tools, appliances and many
other items available.  There will also be a bake sale.

The church is located at 4455 Decker Rd. (at the corner of Decker and
Severance roads).  Everyone is invited to attend.  More information is avail-
able by calling (989) 872-3530.

Shabbona United Methodist

to host annual fish supper

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Alcohol does not appear to be a fac-
tor in the accident, according to
troopers, who were assisted at the
scene by Marlette Ambulance and
Kingston Fire and Rescue.

Moped accident

Troopers were dispatched to the
intersection of Clifford and Plain
roads in Dayton Township at about

Continued from page one.

Two hurt in moped, motorcycle crashes
8:30 p.m. to investigate a reported
accident involving the driver of a
moped.

“A 72-year-old male from
Silverwood was riding a 2008
Wildfire moped westbound on
Clifford Road.  The driver attempted
to turn north onto Plain Road and
lost control on the gravel,” McComb
said.  “The driver fell from the
moped and had serious injuries as a
result of the single vehicle crash.
“The driver was treated at the scene

by Mayville EMS and Vassar MMR.
LifeNet (helicopter) flew the driver
from the scene to Covenant Medical
Center in Saginaw,” added
McComb, who noted the man was
listed in serious but stable condition.

“Alcohol and speed appear to be
factors in the crash, which remains
under investigation.  The driver was
not wearing a helmet,” McComb
said.

The Mayville Fire Department also
assisted troopers at the scene.

er tours can be arranged to meet the
needs of students and their sched-
ules.

Students and chaperones are asked
to bring their own lunches for the
tours, which begin at 8:30 a.m. and
continue every thirty minutes, with
the final tour of each day starting at
1 p.m.  Admission is a $2 donation
per student and per chaperone.  The
tours will be held rain or shine.
This year’s theme is “Trees Are Our

Friends!”
“In 2014, about 1,100 students from

six counties attended the educational
guided tours,” Rapson Gabil said,
adding additional volunteers are
needed to help with a variety of jobs.
Anyone interested in lending a hand
is asked to contact her by calling
(989) 892-3105 or via email at drap-
songabil@chartermi.net.

Teachers can sign up for a tour by
either contacting Rapson Gabil or by
logging on to the website, thumboc-
tagonbarn.org (go to “events”, then
scroll down to School Tours 2015,
fill out the form and email it).

According to Margaret Sergeant, a
longtime Friends of the Thumb
Octagon Barn member and volun-
teer, the school tours were estab-
lished as an annual event thanks, in
part, to a suggestion from one of the
organization’s members back in
1996.
“Carol Stoeckle of Cass City, mem-

ber and owner of Northstar Farm,

Continued from page one.

20th annual student barn tours coming up
suggested that the ‘friends’ could
raise money towards our restoration
efforts as well as provide area stu-
dents with an educational experience
by inviting them for a day at the
Thumb Octagon Barn,” Sergeant
said.  “Carol scheduled teachers to
bring their students to the barn to see
farm animals, tour the barn and
Purdy home, learn about early barn
building, observe sheep shearing and
wool spinning, participate in old-
fashioned children’s activities and
sing-alongs.”

At the time, Sergeant recalled, the
barn was in terrible condition and
one of the four days was cold and
rainy.  “In fact, it was raining just as
hard inside the barn as it was out-
side,” she said.  “That first year we
had approximately 500 students
attend, and today we have more than
1,200 students coming from seven
counties.

The tours are a wonderful educa-
tional trip for pre-school through
eighth grade students held in early
May each year on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday during the
school year.

“There are 24 educational stations
that students can visit on site, includ-
ing the barn, Purdy home,
Powerhouse and One-Room Country
School and Museum,” Sergeant
explained.
Volunteers introduce students to the

history of rural America in the early
1900s via a host of “learning sta-
tions” featuring chick hatching,

honey extraction, live farm animals,
tractor drawn wagon rides, sawmill,
gristmill, cider mill, grain elevator,
sugar shack, old-time music and
sing-a-long, story-telling, dulcimer
music, old tractors, blacksmith shop,
old time children’s activities and the
lumber industry.

The tours also provide an opportu-
nity for volunteers to come together
to work with the youngsters — the
leaders of tomorrow — showing and
sharing what life was like many,
many years ago,” she noted.  “This is
an opportunity for individuals to
meet some great people and give
back to the community.”

The list of those early volunteers
whose contributions helped to make
the school tours the popular event
they are today includes Carol
Stoeckle, Norma Wallace, Tina
Hoard, Kathleen Nizzola,  Bob Hirn,
the Eastern Michigan Music Makers,
Jennifer Szubielak, Madelyn Skaggs,
Jane Hool, Lyle and Phyllis Krohn,
Mary Downing, Patsy Southwell,
Joan Koch, Doris Schember and
Margaret Sergeant.

The volunteers’ combined efforts
provide area youngsters with an all-
day experience that enables them to
learn in an interactive environment.
“All the things that are important in

a child’s life at school happen for
them during their visit to the over
70-foot-tall Thumb Octagon Barn –
learning new things, reinforcing pre-
learned concepts, plus fresh air and
exercise,” Sergeant said.

and which doesn’t guarantee all the
funding generated for roads will be
used for that purpose.  They also say
the state’s roadways could be fixed
and K-12 schools funded without
raising taxes.  

Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder said
the initiative – composed of one con-
stitutional amendment and 10
statutes — which requires voter
approval, would end years of finan-
cial neglect that plague the state’s
deteriorating infrastructure by pro-
viding a long-term funding source.
The multifaceted plan, he added,
would also benefit Michigan by gen-
erating additional dollars for educa-
tion, local governments and recre-
ational opportunities; and by giving
low-income families a tax break.

“Michigan’s roads and bridges put
lives at risk, drain family budgets
and impede job growth. But we have
an opportunity to change that,”
Snyder said. “This plan makes long-
term investments that will give
motorists a safe, modern transporta-
tion system. It is a fair, thoughtful
proposal that incorporates taxpayer
protections and public transparency.

“Our lawmakers deserve credit for
confronting this challenge. This ini-
tiative reflects the spirit of biparti-
sanship and compromise that is the
hallmark of Michigan’s reinvention.
With the public’s support, we’ll
bring our roads and bridges up-to-
date, which means greater prosperity
for our state and its families.”

Michigan hasn’t updated its overall
investment in roads since the gas tax
was adjusted in 1997.

If approved by voters, the
Legislature’s action would raise an
estimated $1.3 billion a year for
transportation.

Snyder noted that after the first two
years when debt reduction is a prior-

Continued from page one.

Road vote debate continues as election nears
ity, it will include nearly $1.2 billion
going to roads and an estimated $127
million for public transit. More than
60 percent of the road revenue will
go to counties, cities and villages for
their local road and bridge needs.
The plan also protects revenue for
schools and local governments.

Highlights of the plan include:

*Removing the current sales tax on
fuel and switching to a new whole-
sale tax for motor fuels (gas and
diesel) that is more dynamic yet
includes protections for consumers.

Snyder explained that the current
sales tax on fuel is constitutionally
dedicated to the support of schools
and local governments. It does not
go for road maintenance. The ballot
proposal will ensure that all state
taxes paid at the pump will go to the
support of transportation 

*Protecting schools and local gov-
ernments from lost revenue by ask-
ing voters in the special May 5 elec-
tion to approve a one-percent
increase in the state sales and use tax
on retail purchases, boosting it from
6 percent to 7 percent. The result is
an additional $300 million a year for
schools and $94 million a year for
local governments.

* Supporting state and local har-
bors, boating access sites and off-
road vehicle trails with an additional
$26 million a year when fully imple-
mented.
*Providing tax parity by making the

wholesale tax rates on diesel and
gasoline equal.

*Freezing the registration deprecia-
tion tax for current vehicles, and
eliminating its applicability for new
vehicles. The registration rate is
increased for trucks over 26,000
pounds.

*Assisting low-income families by
restoring the Earned Income Tax
Credit to its full level. The credit was
reduced in 2011.

*Requiring that at least 20 percent
of all maintenance contracts entered
into by the Michigan Department of
Transportation provide for payment
based on performance outputs or
outcomes. Michigan’s seven largest
road agencies will be included in this
system.

*Increasing the use of pavement
warranties as much as possible, by
establishing them on all projects
where appropriate for state and local
governments. There also is a report-
ing requirement under which the
governmental entity must explain if
it did not secure a warranty for a
project costing more than $1 million.

COUNT THE COST

According to the Michigan House
Fiscal Agency, the sales tax increase
would generate more than $1.6 bil-
lion a year, with $1.2 billion ear-
marked for roads, $130 million for
mass transit, $300 million for the
School Aid Fund, and $95 million
for local governments.

It’s estimated that Proposal 1 will
cost households, on average,
between $477 and $545 in additional
taxes annually.  Households eligible
for the Earned Income Tax Credit
would save between $24 and $69 in
taxes a year.
The Associated Press estimated that

the proposal would cost households
an average of $545 in 2016, falling
to $474 in 2017 when the Earned
Income Tax Credit increases.

According to Institute on Taxation
and Economic Policy figures, house-
holds making between $40,000 and
$64,000 a year would pay roughly
$267 more in taxes annually, while
those earning incomes between
$100,000 and $431,000 would pay,
on average, $497 to $697 more.
Those earning $20,000 or less would
see a net annual savings of about
$24, according to estimates.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Plans underway for 150 year gala in Cass City
Plans to help celebrate Cass City’s

150 year history – slated for later this
summer in conjunction with the
annual Freedom Festival - are well
underway. Still, volunteer organizers
Cindy Kruse and Carolyn Sorenson
need your help in making the event
extraordinary. 
“We will be expanding the 100 year

edition of the history of Cass City
(book) with “the next 50 years”, says
Kruse who is asking for any family
or business history information or
pictures that may not have been
included in the previous edition.  

“We would also like to include old
family recipes or new recipes that
people would like to share and a
story behind them if there is one,”
she noted.  Information or recipes
can be sent to Thumb National Bank,
Attn: Anniversary, at 6132 E Cass
City Road, P.O. Box 8, Cass City,

MI  48726 or e-mail to cjk@thumb-
national.com. The deadline for infor-
mation to be included in the book
is May 20, 2015 to allow for print-
ing.  
Also in the spirit of the 100 anniver-

sary, Kruse reports that Thumb
National Bank will be printing and
circulating wooden nickles – which
the local bank did in 1965 for a com-
munity keepsake.  

“A number of nickles will have a
special mark and can
be redeemed for prizes at Thumb
National Bank,” Kruse said, adding,
“The flower pots that line main
street, along with the ones in the park
that are sponsored by local business-
es and individuals, will
be patriotic colors this year.”  If any-
one is interested in sponsoring a
flower pot, please contact Kruse at
989-872-4311 or Judy Keller at 989-

872-8311.
Sorenson, meanwhile, has been

busy arranging activities for Friday
night, July 3rd, in the Rotary Park.

“The group “Muzyka!”, which is
comprised of musicians from
Saginaw and Midland will perform
at 6:30. They play folk, bluegrass,
and old time music,” Sorenson said. 

“At 7:30 - kids of all ages are
encouraged to bring their hoola
hoops and we’ll have a hoola hoop
contest split into age categories,
while our variety show gets set up. 

Then, according to Sorenson, we
will begin the variety show.  
“We are inviting any musicians that

would like to perform a song or 2 to
contact me to register. A sound sys-
tem will be provided.” 

Further, as part of the variety show,
Sorenson would like a few elemen-
tary age students to write a couple

paragraphs and read or recite what
they enjoy about living in or near
Cass City or living in a rural area.
Prospects for this event can contact

her by calling 989-872-4311 to regis-
ter. Each entry will receive a gift in
recognition of their performance. 

BUSY WITH preparations for Cass City’s 150 year

celebration, planned for later this summer during

the Freedom Festival, are organizers Carolyn

Sorenson, left, and Cindy Kruse. 
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Continued from page one.

a multifaceted, professional law enforcement agency providing statewide
police investigative services and traffic patrol, forensic science services,
criminal justice records management and state homeland security and emer-
gency management services.”

Throughout this week, historical facts highlighting milestones and signifi-
cant events of the MSP’s 98 years of service will be shared on the depart-
ment’s Facebook page and Twitter account using the hashtag
#98YearsOfMSP.  MSP historical videos will also be featured on the depart-
ment’s YouTube page.

The MSP’s roots date back to World War I when the department began as
a temporary, wartime emergency force for the purpose of domestic security.

On April 19, 1917, Gov. Albert Sleeper created the Michigan State Troops
Permanent Force, also known as the Michigan State Constabulary. With Col.
Roy C. Vandercook as the first commanding officer, this new force consist-
ed of five troops of mounted, dismounted and motorized units.
On March 26, 1919, Public Act 26 reorganized the constabulary as the per-

manent, peace-time Michigan State Police. When Michigan adopted a new
Constitution in 1963, authorizing up to 20 departments, Public Act 380 of
1965 reorganized the MSP as one of these departments. The director of the
MSP holds the rank of colonel and is appointed by the governor.
Today, the MSP is a modern-day, full-service law enforcement agency with

statewide jurisdiction consisting of roughly 2,700 enforcement and civilian
members.

MSP marking 98th birthday

THROUGHOUT THIS week, the MSP will be featuring historical facts on its

Facebook page and Twitter account, highlighting the department’s long, rich

history.  The photo above, circa 1967, is one of several residents can view on

the MSP web page.

her background is varied and has
relied on other sources of income.
“I have generally made my living in

other ways – in human resources,
organization development
and…teaching.  “It’s next to impos-
sible to make a living as a poet in this
country.  Generally, poets are paid
for published poems with copies of
the journals in which they are pub-
lished, and those may look nice on
one’s bookshelf, but they are hard to
eat,” Scollon joked at the time.
Many poets, but not all, teach as a
means of making a living and fit
poetry in when they can.”

Scollon has done just that, having
published poems in several journals
as well as a chapbook in 2009 with
the Michigan Writers Cooperative
Press.  But her resume also includes
some impressive educational experi-
ences.

She taught at Interlochen Arts
Academy in 2007 as a “writer in res-
idence”, and she studied in Prague
for a summer as a Poetry Fellow for
Western Michigan University’s
Prague Summer Writing Program.

Continued from page one.

KIM HAGERTY (right), a member of the

Northwestern Michigan College Foundation

Board, presents Teresa Scollon with the founda-

tion’s Excellence Award.

NMC honors former Cass City resident, poet, instructor
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)6+07:� 4-/� �:)6;-6� "<158.-4
6-):4A� +)=/0<� )6+07:� 4-/� �:1+�  7<0
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������<7���
�.7:�<-)5�0767:;��?014-
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�����.7:�<78�*14416/�
�7)+0�(,:72-?;31�67<-,�?-�47;<�)

+47;-� �5--<�� <7� 4-)/=-� :1>)4� !--;-�
*=<� ?-� ?-:-� 51;;16/� ;75-� 7.� 7=:
3-A�8-:.7:5-:;���7;-�#7::-;�?);�67<
*)+3� .:75� ;8:16/� *:-)3� A-<� )6,� 0-
?144�<)3-�8716<;�16�<0-�,1;<)6+-�:)+-;
)6,� �)+3� "<-:6�?);� )<� *);-*)44�� 01;
8:15):A� ;87:<�� )6,� 0-� ?144� <)3-
8716<;�16�<0-�01/0�2=58���

(,:72-?;31� ),,-,� <0)<� 2=617:
�:)6;-6�"<158.-4�+76<16=-,�01;�?16�
616/�?)A;�?1<0�>1+<7:1-;�16�*7<0�<0-
���� )6,� ������ 5-<-:� :=6;�
�:-;05)6��):�--�"<158.-4�?76�<0-
	���� 5-<-:� :=6� );� 01;� *:7<0-:� ?);
)4:-),A� 16� 
� ->-6<;� )6,� <0)<� /)>-
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>-:A� /77,� 16� 8:)+<1+-� )6,� -@8-+<;
015�<7�*-�)����.77<-:�*A�<0-�-6,�7.
<0-� A-):� )6,� )� +758-<1<7:� .7:� <0-
4-)/=-�<1<4-���-�)4;7�<773�<01:,�16�<0-
����5-<-:�,);0��
�<0-:� <78� 8-:.7:5-:;� 0),� �-1<0

�7=6;*=:A� ?16616/� <0-� 01/0� 2=58
)6,�),,16/�)�.7=:<0�84)+-�;07?16/�16
<0-�����5-<-:�:=6��#0-�2=617:�51,,4-
,1;<)6+-� :=66-:� )4;7� +76<:1*=<-,� 76
<0-� ������ )6,� 	����� 5-<-:� :-4)A
<-)5;���
"780757:-�)6,�.1:;<�A-):�<:)+3�)<0�
4-<-� �:),4-A� �)+3-:� ?);� >-:A
158:-;;1>-� 16� 01;� .1:;<� 7=<16/�� +76�
<:1*=<16/� <7� <0-� ?16616/� ���� :-4)A
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:-4)A�<-)5�)6,�0-�<773�;-+76,�16�<0-
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Do you need 
     your DOT Physical?
Come see one of our DOT Certified Nurse 
Practitioners located in Cass City, Kingston & Ubly!

Beth
Paling
Family 
Healthcare of 
Cass City 
989-872-2410
Kingston 
Family Practice 
989-683-8065

Angie
Weber
Ubly Medical 
Clinic 
989-658-9191

Angela
Zaucha
Cass City Family 
Practice 
989-872-8303

Darcy
Schlund
Ubly Medical 
Clinic 
989-658-9191
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Your #1 Fans. . .
Auto-Owners Insurance and your local independent agency 

have been a winning combination since 1916. We’ll work with 
you to insure your home, auto, business and life and keep 

everything you value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Call or visit us today!

In the spotlight
Local homeschoolers perform play Friday night

The Cass City Homeschoolers per-
formed a play called the “Silver-
Tongued Slicker of Sassafras Flat”
Friday night at the Evangelical Free
Church in Cass City.

The homeschoolers spent a semes-
ter learning about drama and acting,
led by Cass City resident Tara
Gould.

Eleven students, ranging from ages
11 to 17, participated in the drama.
The students were Shane Auten,
Addy Battel, Meredith Fisher,
Danielle Karwowski, Kirstin Mika,
Caitlyn Healy and Ethan Healy, all
of Cass City; Pearl Daskam of Ubly;
and Madelyn Linzner, Marissa
Linzner and Morgan Linzner, all of
Sebewaing. Fisher and Mika also
performed piano pieces for prelude
and postlude music.

The students had met weekly since
January to learn about stage direc-
tion, acting, voice quality, and how
to step out of their comfort zones.

The Cass City Homeschoolers is a
cooperative of area homeschooling
families who meet for enrichment
classes, field trips, educational activ-
ities and service projects.

SHANE AUTEN (left) played the smooth-talking

con artist Joshua Jones in the Cass City

Homeschoolers’ production of “Silver-Tongued

Slicker of Sassafras Flat Friday at the Evangelical

Free Church in Cass City.  Addy Battel (center)

was Marabelle Murphy, owner of the Sassafras

Café, and served up pie and coffee to patron Frank

Feeney, portrayed by Caitlyn Healy.

THE TRUMBLE family was played by (from left)

Kirstin Mika, Ethan Healy, Pearl Daskam and

Madelyn Linzner.

MARISSA LINZNER por-

trayed the role of a grumpy

elderly townsperson conned

by the silver-tongued

Slicker of Sassafras Flat.
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