
their children.
The Osentoski name has also

become a household name far
beyond the family’s base in the
Thumb, holding auctions from
Escanaba to Ecorse and all points
between, as well as in a handful of
neighboring Midwest states.
The business’ motto is “Nothing too

large or too small, from households
to farms, estates to antiques”, but
there are countless organizers of auc-
tion fundraisers who will tell you the
Osentoskis are also all about sharing
their talents and good fortune with-
out asking for anything in return.

The Osentoski brothers juggle
whirlwind schedules that frequently
take them out of town for two or
three days at a time, and often those
t r i p s
involve vol-
u n t e e r i n g
their auc-
tioneering
services.

David fig-
ures they
provide free
auctioneer-
ing at 50 to
60 events
a n n u a l l y,
including a
host of
ducks, whitetails and trout unlimited
chapter and turkey federation chap-
ter fundraisers.  And there are the
sales benefiting organizations rang-
ing from humane societies to Youth
for Christ (YFC) chapters, including
the Bluewater YFC annual summer

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

David Osentoski hadn’t even
started his junior year at Cass City
High School when he called his
first auction at an estate sale in the
Ubly area.  It was a challenge he
accepted at the urging of his

father, Ira
“ I k e ”
Osentoski.

“It was
sort of a
rainy, cool
day.  I did-
n’t do very
well – I got
the num-
bers out,
but it was
like stage
fright.  I
d o n ’ t
remember
seeing the
f a c e s , ”
r e c a l l e d

the area native, who had just
turned 16.  “Then, a week later, I
was at another auction in Harbor
Beach, selling calves.”

That was 50 years ago, back in
1965 — two years before
Osentoski and his classmates
would become the last to graduate
from the old high school, later
renamed Cass City Middle School
(years later the building was
demolished – the land is now
home to the Cass City Playscape).

It was a tumultuous time in
American history.  Lyndon B.
Johnson was in the White House
and ordered this nation’s first
troops to Vietnam, it was the year
of the Watts Riots in California,
and the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King led the civil rights march in
Alabama, from Selma to
Montgomery.  Back then the aver-
age cost of a home was $13,600, a
gallon of gasoline cost just over
30 cents, and the average income
in America was less than $6,500 a
year.

In the Thumb, 1965 also marked
the beginning of what would grow
and expand into an even more
successful and respected family
auctioneering and real estate busi-
ness, with brothers David, Marty
and Ken Osentoski, all the sons of
Ira and Marie Osentoski, getting
involved in the firm Ira estab-
lished in 1950.
As the oldest son, David was the

first to follow in his father’s foot-
steps.

“I looked forward to going to
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I’m not afraid
of everything

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

FFA welcomes

new additions
Photo, page 16

Motorists escape serious
injuries in Sanilac crashes
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DAVID OSENTOSKI of Osentoski Realty and Auctioneering, Cass City

and Caro, recently marked 50 years in a career he began as a 16-year-old.

He’s pictured above working a Bluewater Youth for Christ Summer Benefit

Auction in Cass City two years ago.

SOLD!
Veteran auctioneer David Osentoski marks
50 years of chatter in the Thumb, beyond

AT 19, David
Osentoski already
had three years of
calling under his
belt.

Ira “Ike” Osentoski

auctions with him.  Every Saturday I
was his ‘coffee boy’,” Osentoski
said.  “Back in the day there were no
PA systems, no trucks.  You just
stood out there.  He (Ira) could bark
out a tune like no tomorrow – you
could hear him across the county.

“One day he came to me and said,
‘You’ve got to get up there and start
helping’.”

Osentoski put plenty of time in
practicing, reciting numbers – for-
ward and backwards – and develop-
ing his own personal style of auc-
tioneering “chatter”.  “That’s some-
thing that came by listening to my
father,” he noted.

When it came to preparing for the
next auction, Osentoski likened his
dad to a coach who insisted his son
pass on fun activities the evening
before a sale in order to get a good
night’s sleep.  Osentoski quickly
found his father was nurturing in him
a strong sense of respect for the job
at hand – helping someone sell what
often represents a lifetime of hard
work.

“That’s their life earnings,” he said,
referring to all of the buildings and
equipment at a farm sale, for exam-
ple.  “This is the Superbowl of their
lifetime, and you want to be as sharp
as you can.”

While Osentoski was eager when it
came to those first auctions, he also
had his sights set on pursuing anoth-
er career as well.

“What I wanted to be — and I was
disappointed because you had to
wait until you were 18 to write your
real estate license – as a kid I always
wanted to sell real estate,” he said,
adding he realized
that goal after he
graduated from
high school, earn-
ing his real estate
license in late
1967.  “My moth-
er and I got
involved in real
estate in 1968.  I
guess I was the
first one who
broke the ground”
in that portion of
the business.

Osentoski Real
Estate came to be
in 1972.  Today,
Osentoski Realty
and Auctioneering
remains a family
affair.  Aside from
the Osentoski
brothers, their
wives play key
roles in the busi-
ness along with

THE ORIGINAL Osentoski team is

pictured in this mid-1980s photo:

(left to right) Ken, “Mother Marie”,

Ira, Marty and David Osentoski.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
have released the name of the victim
in a two-vehicle traffic crash that
claimed the life of a Millington area
motorcyclist.

Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen
Skrent reported Victor Bennett, 51,
died in the Monday, April 6, colli-
sion in Arbela Township.

According to reports, deputies
along with an MMR Ambulance
crew and the Millington-Arbela Fire
Department were dispatched to the
corner of Belsay and Birch Run
roads at about 4:50 p.m.

Fatal cycle crash
report on way to
county prosecutor

Swerving motorist 
taken into custody

“Preliminary investigation
(showed) the motorcyclist (Bennett)
was westbound on Birch Run Road
and a car traveling south on Belsay
Road failed to yield at the intersec-
tion.  The driver of the motorcycle
struck the car when it entered the
intersection,” Skrent said.
The name of the other driver has not

been released.  

“The accident is still under investi-
gation and a report will be forwarded
to the prosecutor’s office for
review,” said Skrent, who noted
troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro and Vassar police
also assisted deputies at the scene.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies recently arrested a Deford area motorist
after responding to reports that a vehicle was swerving all over the road on
M-81 in Caro.

Deputies stopped the suspect vehicle, driven by Edward Periso III, 31, and
arrested the driver on suspicion of operating a motor vehicle while impaired
and for illegal possession of a controlled substance, Tuscola County
Undersheriff Glen Skrent reported Tuesday.

“Searching the vehicle, the officers found meth-making materials, and the
investigation is continuing on that issue with assistance from the Sanilac
County Drug Task Force and the Michigan State Police (MSP) Meth
Response Team,” Skrent said.

IRS scams still flourishing

Hanna Drake

Cynthia O’Connor

O’Connor, Drake leading
Ubly High Class of 2015

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Ubly Community School officials
recently announced the top graduates
and honor students for the Class of
2015.  Leading the class are Cynthia

E. O’Connor, valedictorian, and
Hanna Drake, salutatorian.

Ubly’s graduation ceremony is
planned for Sunday, May 17, 2015 in
the new gym at 1:00 p.m.
O’Connor, the daughter of Terrence

and Yvonne O’Connor of Minden
City, has earned a 4.0 grade point
average.  She is the granddaughter of
Audrey Pionk and the late Roman
and Marie Pionk, and the late Joseph
and Mary O’Connor.

She has earned numerous academic
awards and medals during her four
years of high school classes, includ-
ing being “student of the month”
each year.  O’Connor served as a
class officer for three years and as
secretary of the student council for
the past year.  She has also been a
member of the National Honor
Society for the past three years.  She
has participated in various communi-
ty service activities inside and out-
side of school, such as Adopt-A-
Family, Parent Teacher Organization
volunteer, and as a Ronald
McDonald House of Detroit volun-
teer.

O’Connor has also participated in
basketball for three years, softball
for four years, and cross country for
one year.  In softball, she earned
numerous awards, such as all confer-
ence scholar athlete, all conference
honorable mention, all district team,
and all region team.

Her future plans include attending
the University of Michigan, where
she will pursue a degree in

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 7.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A sophisticated phone scam targeting taxpayers has been hitting home in
Sanilac County throughout this tax season, prompting Sanilac County
Sheriff Garry Biniecki to again remind Thumb residents to beware of how
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) does and doesn’t contact citizens.

Biniecki referred to a news release issued by the federal agency back in
2013, referring the scams.

Victims are told they owe money to the IRS and it must be paid promptly
through a pre-loaded debit card or wire transfer. If the victim refuses to
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Senior movies scheduled Friday at
Rawson Memorial District Library

Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City will be hosting its
Senior Citizen Movies Friday, April
17, at 1:30 p.m.

Films slated to be shown are:
*Legendary White Stallion – At the

famous Spanish Riding School of
Vienna, Lipizzaners and their riders
have been keeping audiences
enthralled for centuries.
The school is a unique and elite uni-

versity, where horses train for years
to successfully execute supremely

difficult maneuvers. The legendary
breed can be traced back to the
remarkable war horses the Moors
brought with them when they con-
quered Spain in 711.

Spend backstage time with the rid-
ers and their horses, the mares and
their foals, learn the secrets of the
school and its traditions, and marvel
as horse and rider transform what
was once a weapon of war into a liv-
ing work of art. (60 minutes)

*New York State From End to End
– Far from the madding crowd of
New York City, the Seasoned
Traveler visits some of the Empire
State’s quiet corners: the farms and
roadside stands on Long Island’s
North Fork, the glorious Finger
Lakes region, and the mighty moun-
tains known as the Adirondacks. (30
minutes)

Refreshments will be served during
this older adult program, which is
made available free of charge.

CCES releases marking period honor roll
Cass City Elementary School recent-
ly announced the 3rd marking period
honor roll. 

4th Grade
Kendall Blanchard*, Anna Burke*,
Jade Caister, Saylar Cuthrell, Colton
Darbee, Montanna Engelhardt,
Alicia Farmer, Michael Fernald,
William George, Madilyn
Gniewek*, Reese Grady*, Chloee
Jaworski, Logan Kaake, Bryce
Koch*, Olivia Krueger*, Jadyn
Laster*, Elizabeth McCormick,
Kylie McGrath*, Shanell Mester,
Thomas Muter*, Hannah Parker-
Woodward*, Kayley Salcido, Ellie
Stapleton, Riley Swiderski*, Hunter
Turnbull*, Amelia Weiler*, Nathan
Woodruff and Blake Wooters

5th Grade
Laci Anthony, Kelsey Fibranz,
Allison Fritz, Olivia Graff, Kalee
Gray, Abbey Halabis, Connor
Herford, Alex Hopper, Karly
Kappen, Erin Laurie, Ryder Luana,
Rhett Meeker, Brent Orchard, Jordan
Periso, Bradley Pohlod, Vaughn
Severance*, Autumn Sutton,
Alexandria Tilt*, Parker
VanWormer, Madison Venema,
Dallas Walker, Madison Ware and
Breanna Wolschlager

6th Grade
Alyssa Alvarez, Madison Beckrow*,
Riley Copeland, Madiosn Cumper,
Ryan Delong, Bryce Fernald, Owen
Hoppem, Cameron Kaake, Kaylyn
Kappen*, Dawson Klein*, James
Lefler*, Taylor Marshall, Sophie
Mazure*, Mariah Mellendorf*,
Raeven Periso*, Alexander Perry,
Marissa Peteprin-Ball, Abigail
Phillips*, Ryan Pisarek, Faith
Powell, Matthew Roth, Chloee
Russell, Jacob Shantz, Christopher

Smith, Sierra Spry, Kristin Stimpfel,
Anthony Thabet, Autumn Turnbull,
Noah Vaughan, Jeremy Velasquez,

Macey White, Kenton Wiseman
and Noah Zaleski
*denotes all A’s

Owen-Gage School recently
announced the 3rd marking period
honor roll.

3rd Grade:  Addison Bach*, Shelby
Bowers, Joshua Dubs, Karsyn
Gruehn*, Isaac Miller, Conner
Snear, Hannah Wood*.  

4th Grade:  Casey Baker, Dakota
Dahlke, Allison Haldane*, Amber
Haldane*, Duncan Karl, Dagon
LaCroix*, Erin Morrish*, Emily
Schultz*, Gage Witzke*.

5th Grade:  Haden Gruehn*,
Madelyn Haldane*, Dana Morrish,
Moneé Schember*.

6th Grade:  Boyd Evans, Clay
Evans*, Jameson McKnight*, Libby
Ondrajka*.

7th Grade:  Carley Haldane, Chentel
Hill, Chase Howard, Kaitlyn
LaCroix, Andrew Roemer.  

8th Grade:  Jade Androl*, Cordell
Clarkson*, Austin Coryell, Matthew
Fritz*, Megan Fritz*, Carlee
Rievert*.

9th Grade:  Natasha Dubs*, Aaron
Fahrner*, Morgan Ondrajka*, Luke
Retford*, Kaitlynn Ross, Zane
Schember, Alyson Witzke.

10th Grade:  David Binder, Myah
Mulrath*, Jacob Warack*. 

O-G announces honor roll
11th Grade:  Austin Bieri, Justice
Blackburn, Daniel Good*, Derik
Harp, Andrew Muntz*, Tyler
Roemer, Courtney Wightman*,
Jacob Wright.

12th Grade:  Sidney Bencheck*,
Andrea McCreedy*, Rachel Mroz*,
Adam Retford*.
* Denotes all A’S

Michael Crawford of Deford was
named to the Saginaw Valley State
University dean’s list for the 2014
spring and fall semesters.

Michael was also named to the
National Society of Leadership and
Success. He is also a member of the
Sigma Alpha Pi chapter. Michael
was the valedictorian of the class of
2012 at the Deford Christian
Academy. 

Michael is the son of Gary and
Bobbi Jo Jaster and grandson of Ken
Crawford of Deford. 

Michael Crawford

Crawford named 
to SVSU dean’s list 
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Getting away from it all – in seven easy steps

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Proposal 1 should
guarantee road $$

A poll among Michigan voters, commissioned by the
Mackinac Center for Public Policy earlier this month,
found that nearly 80 percent of respondents have
already made up their minds regarding their support –
or lack of support – for Proposal 1.

We wonder if that spells bad news for Lansing, par-
ticularly if enough voters are betting this proposal will
turn into the same sort of shell game residents bought
into when they approved a statewide lottery back in
1972 to all but solve Michigan’s K-12 education fund-
ing woes.

More than 40 years later, residents are still wonder-
ing where the lottery money goes, many unaware that
lottery profits merely replaced what was already being
spent, so there was no massive increase in education
spending. 
Proposal 1, to be decided in the Tuesday, May 5, elec-

tion, was placed on the ballot by the Legislation,
which along with Gov. Rick Snyder touted the plan as
a bipartisan solution to fixing the state’s crumbling
roadways, among other things.  If approved, the meas-
ure would raise an estimated $2 billion via an increase
in the sales tax from six to seven percent.
Few motorists would disagree that many of our roads

are in poor shape, but we’re not convinced this
statewide ballot question is the only viable – or appro-
priate – option to get the job done.

For starters, why are legislators asking voters to
approve additional funding to fix a problem they could
and should be tackling by, say, implementing cuts in
the state’s budget to come up with more money for
roads, rather than asking citizens already saddled with
a significant tax burden to tax themselves even more? 

Or, if they really wanted to get voters on board, why
not offer one proposal, for one purpose, and put into
writing a guarantee the dollars will go for that specif-
ic purpose ONLY?

Instead, a group of lame duck legislators delivered a
monster proposal composed of multiple bills that add
up to one of the largest tax hikes in Michigan’s histo-
ry.
Now, we’re not saying some of the included spending

proposals – an additional $300 million for the School
Aid Fund, $40 million for at-risk schools and $94 mil-
lion in additional funding for local units of govern-
ment, for example – don’t have merit.  But holding var-
ious programs hostage while promising better roads is
bad policy and, sadly, politics as usual.

We find it interesting that money generated for edu-
cation in Proposal 1 would be constitutionally protect-
ed (a method we fully support), and yet the funding for
roads is not, meaning Lansing could decide to shift
some of those dollars around for other purposes.

Sorry, but we simply don’t trust that sort of promise
from government officials, not after watching them rob
Peter to pay Paul time and time again, especially
when it comes to education funding.

Obviously, the need for decent, safe roads won’t go
away if voters say “no” come May 5.  But neither will
the state’s responsibility to provide them, not only for
motorists’ safety, but also when it comes to boasting
about Michigan’s infrastructure when trying to lure
new business and industry to the state.

on your sunburnt shoulders and, with a long, heavy vacation
sigh take out your suitcase and begin to fill it so you will be
able to hit the road first thing in the morning. Vacation: it’s
more than a word. It’s realization.

The final stage, number seven, involves the inevitable
return trip home. While en route, your creative juices start
flowing. It starts as a slight twinkle in the eye, nothing more
than a spark of an idea for a new grand vacation destination
– next time. And stage one, the planning process, begins
anew. Vacation: it’s more than a word. It’s inspiration. 

I, for one, can’t wait to be inspired again – the sooner the
better.

April is Car Care Month, and although nobody
needs to tell any Michigan motorist about potholes,
the non-profit Car Care Council is doing just that by
offering some tips to help you determine if your vehi-
cle has sustained damage after hitting one.

Here’s a sample: Loss of control, swaying when
making routine turns, bottoming out on city streets or
bouncing excessively on rough roads (damaged
steering and/or suspension); pulling in one direction,
and uneven tire wear (alignment problems); low tire
pressure, bulges or blisters on the sidewalls, or dents
in the wheel rim.
Experts say that if you’ve hit a pothole, it can be dif-

ficult to know if your vehicle has been damaged in
the process, so it’s a good idea to have a professional
technician check out the car and make the necessary
repairs to ensure safety and reliability.

By the way, the Car Care Council offers a host of
free tools on its website, including its 80-page Car
Care Guide and a custom service schedule and email
reminder service.

**********

Pinney Foundation President Dave Milligan encour-
ages any non-profit organizations to submit requests
for grant money from the Cass City philanthropic
group by Friday, May 8 to be considered for the local
foundation’s annual endowments, which are present-
ed twice annually.

To be considered, send your written requests to
Milligan at 6226 Bay City-Forestville Rd, Cass City,
MI 48726 or email your wishes to: dave@milligan-
farms.com.
If more information is needed, you can call Milligan

at (989) 872-2937. The Pinney Foundation distrib-
uted over $50,000 in 2014.

**********

Since 2000, the Michigan Youth Livestock
Scholarship Fund (MYLSF) has awarded more than
$360,000 in scholarships and educational awards to
outstanding youth who have exhibited at the premier
livestock events in the state of Michigan. 

To be eligible for either the MYLSF general schol-
arship or the statewide scholarship, the applicant
must be a resident of Michigan and a graduating high
school senior or a high school graduate continuing
their education at an accredited institution in the year
in which they are applying.

For the general MYLSF scholarship, the applicant
must be a youth exhibitor at the Michigan Livestock
Expo, the Michigan Dairy Expo or the former
Michigan State Fair, for a minimum of three calendar
years prior to the year of application.  For the
statewide scholarship, an applicant must be a youth
exhibitor at a local, county, or statewide exhibition
for a minimum of three years prior to the year of
application.

Specific proceeds from the Michigan Livestock
Expo Sale-Abration auction as well as charitable
donations help fund the scholarships.  The fund is
governed by a 10-member board comprised of volun-
teers from Michigan’s agricultural community, with
the corpus of the fund held at the Battle Creek
Community Foundation.
In 2014 approximately $15,000 was deposited in the

Michigan Education Saving Plans for youth
exhibitors that compete in judging and showmanship
events at the Michigan Livestock Expo on the
Michigan State University campus.

The 2014 MYLSF scholarships for $1,500, $1,000
and $500 were awarded to a dozen students, includ-
ing Kylie Bates of Sebewaing ($1,000).

Applications and qualification requirements for the
MYLSF and the statewide scholarship can be
obtained at www.michigan.gov/mda-mylsf.
Applications must be postmarked no later than May
31.  For more information, contact Jeff Haarer,
Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development Producer Security Section manager, at
(517) 284-5642 or Ernie Birchmeier, Michigan Farm
Bureau’s livestock and dairy specialist, at (517) 323-
7000.

It starts as a slight twinkle in the eye, nothing more than
a spark of an idea, the beginning of grand plans. Vacation:
It’s more than a word. It’s a destination.
The typical vacation lasts about a week, but the trip itself

is frequently a multi-stage event. Stage one involves plan-
ning and can go on for months – years even. Where to go?
By land or by sea? What to do? Which attractions are most
attractive? How many frequent flyer miles? Who gets to
ride shotgun? The options and ideas are just the beginning
of the fun. Vacation: it’s more than a word. It’s anticipa-
tion.
The planning stage continues until roughly the day before

the start of your seven days off the grid, when stage two –
or imminent planning – begins. Imminent planning, some-
times called packing, is more complicated than throwing a
few pairs of shorts and T-shirts into a suitcase, although
the guys I live with don’t agree. Packing is a multi-faceted
feat involving geometry, the art of clothing compression,
knowledge of the color wheel and counting underwear.
During the packing stage, one must predict mood, terrain
and weather patterns for the entire week so that clothing
choices not only fit into the suitcase (length times width
times height), but also fit the vibe and mojo of any given
vacation day. And we haven’t even touched on acces-
sories. Vacation: it’s more than a word. It’s calculations.

The packing stage could go on and on (and on), were it
not for stage three – leaving. Like packing, leaving can be
an elaborate and arduous process involving turning off
lights, unplugging the coffee maker, closing windows,
flushing toilets and cramming five overstuffed suitcases
into the trunk of a mid-sized car. Leaving is often a déjà
vu-like experience as you remember something you forgot
and need to turn around and return home to grab said item
before leaving again. Sometimes the déjà repeats itself,
much to the chagrin of my husband, who never forgets his
purse or sunglasses and is always ready to leave when it is
time to leave – and not a second later. Vacation: it’s more
than a word. It’s embarkation.

Stage four – traveling – varies in length, but is always
more harmonious if everyone has a window seat. Sitting in
the middle – of a car, airplane, train or bus – is no one’s
first (or second) choice, especially if you are the family
dog. Traveling is typically accompanied by phrases such
as, “Are we there yet?” and “I have to go… real bad.”
Especially during a rush hour traffic jam just outside
Atlanta. Time ticks slowly. You can’t wait to get there! But
first, you must follow the map. Mile by mile by mile.
Vacation: it’s more than a word. It’s navigation.

Traveling is followed by stage five – arriving. Upon
arrival, you possess a stockpile of seven languid and
unhurried days of fun and frolic. This totals 168 hours and
on day one that number feels vast. You have many plans
for the many things you plan to do during this immense,
long seven-day stretch. Vacation: it’s more than a word.
It’s expectations.

And, without warning, you enter stage six as day one
morphs into day four and you are wondering how the time
sped by. Then you blink your eyes and it is the last day of
your vacation. Where did the week go? You dot aloe lotion

Editor,

It’s finally spring and people are beginning to walk and
run in town.  It’s a lovely town, and we love to see peo-
ple out and about.  But, those of you who are walking
your dog, with or without a leash, please remember to
bring along your pooper scooper and a bag, so you can
respectfully clean up after your pet.

I have pre-school age children who play outdoors in
my yard, and they shouldn’t have to step, fall, run or
play in dog droppings that you’ve walked away from
and left behind in my yard.  It’s nasty!!!

This morning, someone’s dog did his business beside
our car and my husband stepped in it as he got into the
car on his way to work.   Please be a good neighbor -
enjoy your walk, enjoy your dog, but please respect the
lawns and yards of the people you pass by along your
journey. 

Nancy Barrios
Cass City

Please clean up after
your dog in the village
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cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Scott J. Deroseau, 46, Caro, was
sentenced to 90 days in the county
jail (deferred) and 36 months proba-
tion following his plea of no contest
to attempted assault with a danger-
ous weapon (felonious assault) Jan. 4
in Indianfields Township.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $798 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Steven D. Diehl, 53, Caro, was
sentenced to 32 months to 4 years in
prison following his plea of guilty to
violating the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to verify
his address in January 2012 in Almer
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

*James S. Hanna, 52, Fostoria, was
sentenced to 30 days in jail, with
work release, following his convic-
tion on charges of operating a motor
vehicle while impaired, third
offense, Jan. 23 in Watertown
Township, and to being an habitual

offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

He was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,198.

*Brandon M. Smith, 23, Caro, was
sentenced to 365 days in jail and 36
months probation following his pleas
of no contest to breaking and enter-
ing a building with intent to commit
larceny, and larceny in a building
Dec. 2-6, 2013, in Almer Township.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (one prior felony
conviction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,016.

*Jessica L. DePottey, 28, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of marijuana,
subsequent offense, and possession
of marijuana, subsequent offense,
July 9 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Troy J. Bilkovsky, 44, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of pos-

session of body armor without writ-
ten permission from a chief of police
or sheriff, and delivery/manufacture
of marijuana July 9 in Caro.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Darrel W. Arnett, 64, Millington,
pleaded no contest to one count of
killing/torturing an animal Aug. 31
in Vassar Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Jamshid B. Zahraie, 63, Caro, was
sentenced to 60 days in jail follow-
ing his pleas of no contest to tobacco
tax violations involving possessing,
acquiring, transporting or offering
for sale 3,000 or more cigarettes
without a license Jan. 17, 2013, in
Almer Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $266.
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SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies reported the drivers and passenger in

a Chevy Silverado pickup truck (above) and a Freightliner box truck suffered

only minor injuries when their vehicles recently collided at the intersection of

M-53 and M-46.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies recently responded to
a pair of personal injury traffic accidents in the Cass City
area.

According to reports made available to the media last
week, both crashes occurred Saturday, April 4, with the
first reported at the intersection of VanDyke Road (M-
53) and Robinson Road at about 10:30 a.m.

“A 36-year-old male of Cass City was southbound on
Van Dyke Road.  He stopped his Ford pickup, signaled a
left turn onto Robinson Road and was waiting for north-
bound traffic to clear.  At the same time 21-year-old male
of Cass City was driving a Chevrolet pickup south on
Van Dyke.  At this time he failed to see the other pickup
stopped in the roadway until it was too late,” reported
Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department Administrative
Assistant Amanda Wojcik.  “The collision caused minor
injuries to both parties.”

Department officials did not release names, saying the
21 year old male was treated by a Cass City MMR at the
scene and then released, and that both drivers indicated
they would seek their own medical treatment at a later
date.    

Both drivers report wearing their seatbelts and alcohol
was not a factor.  Deputies cited the 21-year-old driver,
according to reports, which noted Elkland Township fire

fighters assisted deputies at the scene.
The second accident occurred about an hour later at the

corner of M-53 and M-46.  Wojcik stated the Marlette
and Lamotte Township fire departments, Marlette EMS
and Marlette police were all dispatched to the scene
along with deputies.

“A 39-year-old male from Capac was stopped at the
four-way stop sign at (the intersection) in his Chevy
Silverado.  Simultaneously a 25-year-old male and his
22-year-old male passenger were traveling northbound
in a 2010 Freightliner box truck delivering furniture for
Art Van,” Wojcik reported.  “They did not see the stop
sign or the vehicle stopped at the intersection.  The 25-
year-old male driver applied the brakes and swerved in
an attempt to avoid the collision.  The front of the
freightliner truck impacted the rear of the Silverado,
causing extensive damage to both vehicles.”

The intersection was partially closed down for several
hours until the vehicles and wreckage could be
removed.  

The passenger of the Freightliner box truck was trans-
ported by Marlette EMS to Marlette hospital for minor
injuries. The driver of the box truck sought his own
medical treatment, and the driver of the Silverado was
transported by private vehicle to Marlette Hospital for
treatment minor injuries.
Investigators did not release the names, but noted all of

the occupants were wearing seatbelts.

Motorists escape serious injuries
in Sanilac County traffic crashes
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

I’m not afraid
of everything

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I took the basic psychology classes enroute to my journalism degree
when I was in college and found them interesting, but life has taught
me to steer clear of the subject as much as possible.
I suppose the whole idea that ignorance is bliss comes into play here,

sort of like avoiding doctors’ appointments because I’m afraid some-
one’s going to tell me I have something I didn’t know I had and now
have to deal with it via tests, meds, diet, etc., and who needs that?

At the same time, I’ve been known to live dangerously now and
then.  Recently, a wave of curiosity got the best of me, prompting me
to dabble in a little Internet research for fun.  The topic?  The scien-
tific names for my biggest (and smallest) fears.

I was pleasantly surprised to find I’m in pretty good shape.
Sure, I suffer from Dentophobia (fear of dentists), Nosocomephobia

(fear of hospitals), Traumatophobia (fear of injury), Tropophobia
(fear of moving or making changes), Politicophobia (fear or “abnor-
mal” dislike of politicians), and, these days, even Methyphobia (fear
of alcohol).

And, I’m reasonably certain my wife would tell you I occasionally
(or frequently) suffer from Phronemophobia (fear of thinking).
That’s fine, of course. It’s my considered diagnosis that she suffers
from a mild case of Allodoxaphobia (fear of other people’s – specif-
ically my – opinion),

But I digress.  
I don’t know if there’s a clinical name for it, but I’m definitely afraid

that my wife or one of my daughters will bring another cat to our
home.  No, I don’t fear cats (Felinophobia) – I just don’t like the
varmints.

Anyway, I was relieved to learn I definitely don’t suffer from
Walloonphobia.  Not surprisingly, this is the name given to describe
the fear of Walloons (French-speaking people who live in Belgium,
principally in Wallonia).

Phew!
Of course there’s a whole slew of other phobias I don’t suffer from,

including the fear of beautiful women (Venustraphobia).  Well, unless
I make a smart remark around my better half, then I’m back to
Traumatophobia.  I’ve also had no problems with Rupophobia (fear
of dirt) or Verbophobia (fear of words) or omphalophobia (fear of
belly buttons).

Unlike Charlie Brown, I believe it’s safe to say I don’t have
Panophobia (fear of everything).

I’ve heard it said there’s no fear you can’t whip with enough deter-
mination (and/or therapy), but I’m not convinced the suggestion real-
istically applies to everything that turns our insides into knots, mak-
ing us immediately feel uneasy.

On the other hand, maybe the late U.S. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt was right in his first inaugural address back in 1933 when
he said, “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself – nameless,
unreasoning, terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat
into advance.”

It sounds reassuring, of course, but tell that to my oldest daughter
anytime a spider comes within a hundred yards of her personal space.

Oh well.  If you think you might have a phobia I haven’t listed, I’m
afraid I can’t help you. 

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Gov. Jennifer Granholm signed
the legislation that prohibits smok-
ing in public places such as restau-
rants, bars, hotels, or any place that
serves food or beverages. The Ron
M. Davis Law, named after the late
chief medical officer of the
Department of Public Health,
makes Michigan the 38th state to
ban smoking in public places.

Kristin Steely of Cass City has
been named the 2010 Michigan
Draft Horse Breeders Association
queen. The 17-year-old home-
schooled junior is the daughter of
Dennis and Marla Steely. She has
been showing with Har-Lyn Ridge
Belgians, owned by Harvey and
Annette Bell of Deford for 6 years.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Mara Loniewski, a junior at
Farmington Hills Mercy High
School, is the 2004 division I state
champion 200-yard freestyle
swimmer. She’s the daughter of
Kelly Seurynck, a Cass City High
School graduate and the grand-
daughter of Al and Lori Seurynck,
of the Gagetown area.

U.S. Air Force 1st Class Thomas
M. Armstead has arrived for duty
at Elmendorf Air Force Base,
Anchorage, Alaska. Armstead is an
F-15 crew chief assigned to the
12th Aircraft Maintenance Unit. A
2002 graduate of Cass City High
School, he is the son of Gregory G.
and Shari L. Armstead of Cass
City. 

Cass City High School Academic
Games teams clinched a pair of
first-place finishes and one second
place during the annual Tuscola
County Academic Games competi-
tion held Friday at Saginaw Valley
State University. Members of the
Math Academic Games Team are
Sean McFarland, Jesse Rader,
Marcel Helland, Dennis Bowen,
Carrie Hillaker, Luann Laming,
Kaylin Tack and Coach Jon
Zdrojewski. The English Academic
Games Team is composed of C. J.
Warmbier, Stephanie Richards,
Lysa Knight, Ashley Puterbaugh,
Bryan Hill, Shawna Compo and
Coach Dennis Meck.  The Science
Academic Games Team members
are Jason Speirs, Corey Brooks,
Adam Kranz, Kyle Swanson,
Tasha Bryant, Krista Homakie,
Sammy Glaspie and Coach Jim
Green. Members of the
Technology Academic Games
Team include Jennifer Hadd, Jareth
Tyson, Chancy Balk, Mike
deBeaubien, Tim Mills, Lee
Hutchinson, Gail Hartwick and
Coach Joe Guza. The Social
Studies Academic Games Team
members are Philip Nahernak,
Leah Sherman, Andrew Shagene,
Ryan King, Rob Packard, Alex
Hiatt and Coach Lee Pavlichek.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Old Wood Drug owner Tom
Proctor announces Adam and
Kristen Wiles as proud winners of
the pharmacy’s Easter bunny draw-
ing. Adam, 10 years old, and
Kristen, 5, are the children of Cass
City residents JoAnn and “Bo”
Wiles.

Last month the governor signed
into law a bill requiring “no turn on
red” signs to be located above or
adjacent to traffic control signals
instead of on the side of the road.
Makes sense, especially consider-
ing the many accidents resulting
from cars turning into pedestrians
on busy streets. (Rabbit Tracks)

Members of Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post #3644, Cass City,
recently elected new officers for
the 1990-91 year. They are
Lawrence Englehart, commander;
Clare Sowden, sr. vice command-
er; Norman Gray, jr. vice com-
mander John Wright, adjutant; Jack
Esau, quartermaster; William
O’Dell, chaplain; and Jim Wilson,
service officer

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

One of the most coveted awards
presented to varsity athletes is the
most valuable player designation.
Winners of the 1984-85 awards
were: Tim Fahrner, basketball;
Beth Sieradzki, volleyball; Kristy
Deering, gymnastics and Guy
Nanney, wrestling. 
The Grand Trunk railroad depot in

Cass City is coming down. The
railroad contracted with Mike
Bryant and Don Twomey to demol-
ish the structure. They are doing

the job by hand and selling the sal-
vaged materials. It will take about
2 months to finish the job. 

The Owendale-Gagetown Board
of Education Monday night
approved the seeking of an 8-mill
renewal for school operations at
the June 9 school election. The
board accepted Supt. Ronald
Erickson’s recommendation that
the present levy be retained,
though he warned that it may not
be enough.

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Finkbeher,
who spent the winter at Lakeland,
Fla., returned to their home near
Cass City Thursday.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Reverend A. R. Whittaker, pastor
of the local Church of God, will be
honored by his congregation April
20, 1975. The day has been desig-
nated Pastor Recognition Sunday.
The special event is to give recog-
nition to Reverend Whittaker for
his outstanding contribution to the
community as a pastor and leader.
The minister came to Cass City in
1970. Since that time he has earned
the respect of the community as a
result of his involvement in local
affairs.

Life memberships were presented
to members of Echo Chapter No.
337, OES, in ceremonies held
Wednesday, April 9, at the Masonic
Temple in Cass City. Virginia
Hartwick, Worthy Matron, presents
life memberships to Alma
Hartwick in behalf of her mother,
Mary Spencer, Keith Murphy,
Worthy Patron, in behalf of his
father, Harold Murphy, Esther
McCullough and Vera Hoadley,
Vera AuBuchon and Marion
Fuester.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Donald Wilson of Gagetown has
been appointed by the Michigan
Employment Security Commission
to serve as Farm Placement
Specialist for Huron and Tuscola
counties. 

The terms of 2 members of the
Cass City School board will expire
this year, as the terms of President
Horace Bulen and Donald
Koepfgen will have been complet-
ed. Petitions may be filed with
Elwyn Helwig, secretary. 

Dave McNaughton was elected
president of the Junior Wranglers’
4-H Club in Cass City at a meeting
held Wednesday. Other officers
include, Arlene Peasley, Sandra
O’Connell and Beverly Hark. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Hutchinson
of Freeland spent the weekend
with Mr. and Mrs. Grant
Hutchinson and son Bill. Bill, a
student at Central Michigan
University, is spending Easter
vacation with his parents.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Mrs. Frederick Pinney and Mrs.
C. M. Wallace will conduct the
Guild program in the Presbyterian
Church parlors on Monday. I. O.
Gregg, extension specialist of
Michigan State College, will speak
on the subject of “Ornamental
Shrubs.” 

The Gagetown Woman’s Study
Club met Monday evening with
Mrs. Leslie Munro. Mrs. D. B. Fox
presented a paper on “Public
Health.” Mrs. Alphonso Rocheleau
gave an interesting talk on “The
home Life of the people of
Sweden,” followed by a talk on
“Switzerland” by Mrs. J. L. Purdy.
The annual Mother-Daughter ban-
quet will be held in the dining hall
of the Methodist Church May 6.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

The Chronicle comes to its army
readers this week with 12 pages of
letters and home news. This is our
first non-resident issue and if it
meets with a hearty appreciation
from our subscribers the nonresi-
dent letter edition will undoubtedly
be made an annual event. It is a
home-coming in spirit and reaches
farther than a real homecoming
would, because, while less than 50
of our non-resident subscribers
answered with letters, all of our
1850 subscribers will reap the ben-
efit—and many hundreds wilt have
old memories stirred and will
recall and learn of friends and
neighbors almost forgotten.
The following are a few selected
letters to the Editor:

Manchester, Iowa. March 23,
1915. Editor Chronicle: Your
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request for a letter came to hand
and in reply I am at a loss what to
write as I have only been away
from Case City a little over a year
and cannot write anything of much
interest to other non-residents. As
some don’t probably know, I went
to Huron, S. D., and spent last year
there, leaving there Oct. 1 and
coming here where we have been
busy building and remodelling a
home, hoping to be located here for
some time to come. I might say
that aside from your Deford corre-
spondent I think I can lay claim to
being the oldest in length of service
on the Chronicle staff as I began in
1892 when it was the Enterprise
published by M. M. Wickware and
served until 1913. Hoping to see in
the next issue numerous letters
from old friends, I remain. Truly
yours, A. J. SPITTLER.

Hobart, Indiana, Mar. 7, 1915.
Editor Chronicle: It will be five
years next June since we left the
old home. We have made quite a
number of moves since. Most of
our time, however, was spent in
Indiana, two years at Valparaiso,
one year at Kouts, and we are now
residing here our second year. We
have two little girls, Caroline
Elizabeth and Florence Lillian. The
former was born Feb. 12, 1913 and
the latter Jan. 16, 1915. At present
we are enjoying good health. Mr.
Thiel is at present principal of the
Grammar Dept. here and teaches
grammar six “thirty minute peri-
ods” daily. We have two weekly
papers here and the pupils furnish
each paper with a composition for
publication each week. These com-
positions are carefully selected
from a large number each time. Mr.
Thiel also has charge of the grade
athletics. For the winter basketball
is the main sport and in this we
have an eighth grade girls’ team
that is hard to beat. We have four
regular teams. We remember, how-
ever, with pleasure the many happy
days spent at Case City—the par-
ties, the sleigh rides and the other
festivities too numerous to men-
tion. With kindest remembrance to
all, we remain, Yours truly, ANNA
ZINNECKER-THIEL. JOHN W.
THIEL.

Argyle, Mi, Dear Editor,  In the
summer of 1861, our family settled
in what is now Argyle, Sanilac
county, and ‘63 we raised crop of
wheat which my brother Dan and I
threshed out by hand and took to
Heartt’s Mill at Wahjamega to be
ground. This was the first grist ever
taken from Argyle. We went with
ox team and wagon. There being
no road except that used by the
lumbermen for hauling their sup-
plies from Saginaw we took that.
The first night out we camped at
Knapp’s Camp at the little forks of
the Cass. We put the oxen in the
stable and we got corn fodder from
the old Indian chief, Cock-a-clee’s,
corn patch at the forks of the river.
The next day we made good head-
way as the road was good. About
noon we met two men coming up
to the woods who gave us valuable
information as to the road to be
taken to reach the mill. We crossed
the river at the forks a mile south of
where Cass City now stands but
then it was all woods. The first set-
tler we found after leaving home
was John Muntz who had a small
clearing a little south of where the
New Sheridan Hotel now stands.
That night we camped at J. C.
Laing’s farm at Elmwood. Mr.
Laing kindly offered us a place for
the oxen, but as we rather enjoyed
camping out we decided to sleep
where he had stacked his wheat
with a board roof over it. Next
morning we got an early start and
without any particular incident we
passed through Centerville (now
Caro) about noon and got to the
mill shortly after. The miller, see-
ing that we were strangers,
inquired where we came from and
when we told him he said “Just as
soon as this grist is out I’ll put
yours through,” which he did and
that gave us a good start on our
way back. We bought some crack-
ers and butter there, loaded our
grist and started for home. When
we were crossing the river at the
forks south of Cass City, the oxen
being dry, made a dive for the
water and getting the wagon
wheels Wedged between the rocks
they broke the wagon tongue, but
we patched it up and got to Finale’s
Camp two miles up the river before
sundown. So ended a six day 90-
mile trip to Heartt’s Mill.
Respectfully, A. J. McLACHLAN.

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8 7 1

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700

Shrub Trimming
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Communications.
Drake, daughter of Alan and Lynette Drake of Ubly, has earned a 3.9864

grade point average.  She is the granddaughter of Marie Roberts and the late
William Roberts, and of Lillian Drake and the late Sylvester Drake.

She has earned a number of academic awards and medals, as well as hon-
ors in athletics.  Drake is a member of the National Honor Society, secretary
of Student Council in her senior year, and was president of her freshman and
sophomore classes.  She was also was involved in Ubly FCCLA as vice pres-
ident, and volunteered for several events.

Drake has participated in volleyball, basketball and softball for 4 years, as
well as track her freshman year.  She also danced with Anita DeCourval for
13 years, and participated in gymnastics for 8 years at Excel.

In the fall, Drake plans to attend the University of Michigan to major in
biology, with future plans to attend medical school.

Honor students

Ubly students earning high honors are Adam M. Grifka, son of Kerry and
Sheila Grifka of Ubly, Alexis A. Inbody, daughter of Matthew and Tracy
Inbody of Snover, Jenna N. White, daughter of Lori White of Ubly and
David White of Wales, Michela K. Guza, daughter of Daniel and Paula Guza
of Ubly, Marisa R. Guza, daughter of Daniel and Paula Guza of Ubly, Cody
J. Klee, son of Timothy and Laura Klee of Ubly, Kelsey H. Ulfig, daughter
of Rhonda Ulfig of Ubly and Daniel Ulfig of Ubly, and Bryce T. Weltin, son
of Joseph and Carol Weltin of Ubly.

Ubly students earning honors are Emily R. Halifax, daughter of Randall
and Lauri Halifax of Minden City, Jessica M. Wolschleger, daughter of Eric
and Carrie Wolschleger of Ruth, Meagan A. Kozfkay, daughter of  Dennis
and Vicky Kozfkay of Ruth, Jaclyn S. Geiger, daughter of Bradley and
Pauline Geiger of Ruth, Shelby L. Farver daughter of Thomas and Lynn
Farver of Ubly, Kurt M. Kubacki, son of Gerard and Charlene Kubacki of
Ubly, Claire M. Hembrough, daughter of Martin and Nanette Hembrough of
Ubly, Roger J. Franzel, II , son of Nancy Franzel of Ruth and Roger Franzel
of Minden City, Brandy N. Osentoski, daughter of Paul and Julie Osentoski
of Ubly, Alexis T. Gezequel, daughter of Matthew and Jennifer Gezequel of
Minden City, Jonathon M. Bischer, son of Allen and Deborah Bischer of
Minden City, Logan R. Lemke, son of Alger and Kimberly Lemke of Ubly,
Mathias C. Dekker son of Rene and Judith Dekker of Ubly, Grant C. Weber,
son of Laura and Rex Tyll of Ubly and Jeffrey Weber of Bad Axe, Courtney
R. Cook, daughter of James and Kelly Cook of Ubly, Joseph E. Lipskey, son
of Dale and Janet Lipskey of Minden City, Trevor J. Walsh, son of Joseph
and Kimberly Walsh of Ubly, Sawyer D. Messing, son of Steven and Laurie
Messing of Minden City, and Tiffani L. Moore, daughter of Rick and Kristy
Moore of Minden City.

Ubly announced top grads
Continued from page one.

cooperate, they are then threatened
with arrest, deportation or suspen-
sion of a business or driver’s license,
according to IRS officials, who said
that in many cases, the caller
becomes hostile and insulting.

“This scam has hit taxpayers in
nearly every state in the country.  We
want to educate taxpayers so they
can help protect themselves.  Rest
assured, we do not and will not ask
for credit card numbers over the
phone, nor request a pre-paid debit
card or wire transfer,” said IRS
Acting Commissioner Danny
Werfel.

“If someone unexpectedly calls
claiming to be from the IRS and
threatens police arrest, deportation
or license revocation if you don’t pay
immediately, that is a sign that it
really isn’t the IRS calling,” added
Werfel, who noted the first IRS con-
tact with taxpayers on a tax issue is
likely to occur via mail.

Other characteristics of this scam
include:

*Scammers use fake names and
IRS badge numbers. They generally
use common names and surnames to
identify themselves.

*Scammers may be able to recite
the last four digits of a victim’s
Social Security Number.

*Scammers spoof the IRS toll-free
number on caller ID to make it
appear that it’s the IRS calling.

*Scammers sometimes send bogus
IRS emails to some victims to sup-
port their bogus calls.

*Victims hear background noise of
other calls being conducted to mimic
a call site.

*After threatening victims with jail
time or driver’s license revocation,
scammers hang up and others soon
call back pretending to be from the
local police or DMV, and the caller
ID supports their claim.
Area residents who receive a phone

call from someone claiming to be

Continued from page one.

IRS phone scams flourishing
in the Thumb, sheriff reports

from the IRS are encouraged to do
the following:

*If you know you owe taxes or you
think you might owe taxes, call the
IRS at 1-800-829-1040. The IRS
employees at that line can help you
with a payment issue – if there really
is such an issue.

*If you know you don’t owe taxes
or have no reason to think that you
owe any taxes (for example, you’ve
never received a bill or the caller
made some bogus threats as
described above), then call and
report the incident to the Treasury
Inspector General for Tax
Administration at 1-800-366-4484.

*You can file a complaint using the
FTC Complaint Assistant; choose
“Other” and then “Imposter Scams.”
If the complaint involves someone
impersonating the IRS, include the
words “IRS Telephone Scam” in the
notes.

Taxpayers should be aware that
there are other unrelated scams (such
as a lottery sweepstakes) and solici-
tations (such as debt relief) that
fraudulently claim to be from the
IRS.

The IRS encourages taxpayers to be
vigilant against phone and email
scams that use the IRS as a lure. The
agency does not initiate contact with
taxpayers by email to request per-
sonal or financial information.  This
includes any type of electronic com-
munication, such as text messages
and social media channels. The IRS
also does not ask for PINs, pass-
words or similar confidential access
information for credit card, bank or
other financial accounts.

Recipients should not open any
attachments or click on any links
contained in the message. Instead,
forward the e-mail to
phishing@irs.gov.

More information on how to report
phishing scams involving the IRS is
available on the genuine IRS web-
site, IRS.gov.
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TODAY’S OSENTOSKI auction team includes (from left) Rory, Marty,

David, Blair, Tavis and Evan Osentoski.  Missing from the photo are Ken

Osentoski, Connie Osentoski and Lola Osentoski-Flores.

Continued from page one.

auction in Cass City. 
“We’ve been blessed.  It’s just a way to give back,” he said.
Although Osentoski recalls his first performances as an auctioneer as being

less than stellar, he’s found plenty of solid footing on the path he chose to
tread since then, although the road to success has also been paved with a pit-
fall or two.

Like the time back in the early 1980s when he and his father were touring
an Ubly area dairy farm where they had been contacted to handle an auction,
and they were walking along, admiring the herd.  Osentoski recalled his
brother, Marty, and the landowner were bringing up the rear as they talked
about the sale.  Then, suddenly, David heard the owner yell “Don’t go!”  And
in a moment, the thin crust of ice below his father and himself gave way, the
pair plunging down waist deep into pool of liquid manure.

Fortunately, the good times have far outweighed the difficult times.  Even
after 50 years on the job, Osentoski isn’t showing signs of slowing down,
largely because he still enjoys the work.

“What I like about it is the people.  You get a lot of the same people from
sale to sale – you get a following – but you also get new people,” he said.

Times have certainly changed since the mid-1960s.  However, the
Osentoskis’ devotion to carrying on the family legacy – as a family – hasn’t.
“We are very much a family business – our strength is our bond,” Osentoski

said.  “Preparing, organizing and setting up for an auction can take a lot of
work, and everyone pulls together.”

David Osentoski marks
50th year as auctioneer
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CASS CITY SEVENTH and eighth grade academic games competitors

recently placed third in all subjects, according to Coach Tana Shrader.  Team

members are Logan Severance, Trey Laster, Shane Hoppe, Mary Muter,

Marla Muter, Hayden Larkin, Kris Nika and Kate Mendrick.
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Hills & Dales General Hospital 
proudly thanks our Physicians on National Doctor’s Day 

for the excellent quality care they provide.

John Bitner, MD 
Cass City Medical Practice

Candelaria Castaneda, MD 
Ubly Medical Clinic

Robert Chadwick, DO 
Emergency Room Physician

Scott Greib, MD 
Emergency Room Physician

Richard Hall, DO 
Cass City Medical Practice

Jeffrey Hollady, MD 
Emergency Room Physician

Melanie Kramer-Harrington, MD 
Kingston Family Practice 

Family HealthCare of Cass City

Christopher Kreiner, MD 
Emergency Room Physician

Richard Moyer, DO 
Hills & Dales Orthopedic Clinic

Francis Ozim, MD 
Hills & Dales General Surgery

Donald H. Robbins, Jr. DO 
Cass City Family Practice

Nancy Wade, MD 
Thumb Pediatrics

Surendra Raythatha, MD 
Cass City Family Practice
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CASS CITY FUTURE Farmers of America (FFA) officials announced a

blessed event over the weekend, when one of the organization’s sows far-

rowed, giving birth of 18 little ones.  Mother and piglets are said to be doing

fine.

It’s a girl, a boy, a girl, a boy...!

Elizabeth Bigham

Elizabeth Anna Bigham, 88, of
Reese, and formerly of Cass City,
died, early Tuesday morning, April
7, 2015 at Covenant Healthcare –
Harrison Campus in Saginaw.  

She was born on September 30,
1926 in Meade Township, daughter
of the late John and Anna (Stoofle)
Miller.  

Elizabeth had been employed and
retired from the Cass City Public
Schools as a cook.  

She married Basil Eli Bigham on
April 27, 1944 in Cass City.  He pre-

ceded her in death on December 3,
1983.  
She enjoyed spending time with her

family.  

Surviving are her children, Gordon
D. (Joanne) Bigham of Fairgrove,
Carolyn Warack of Saginaw, Nancy
(Bud) Davidson of Reese; grandchil-
dren, Bradley (Brenda) Bigham,
Sarah (Ahmet) Ozgun, Jennifer
(Dallas) Quarrels, Ashley Skuce,
Echo (Chris) Ranney; great-grand-
children, Ian, Tyler and Leo.  

In addition to her parents and hus-
band, brothers William and John
Miller and sisters Helen Strong and
Mary Reed all preceded her in death.  

In keeping with Elizabeth’s wishes
cremation has taken place and no
services are scheduled.  

Those planning an expression of
sympathy may wish to consider the
American Diabetes Association.  

Cremation arrangements have been
entrusted to the care of the Ware-
Smith-Woolever Funeral Directors,
Reese.  

Clarke Cummings

Clarke Bruce Cummings, 74, of
Mt. Pleasant passed away Thursday,
April 9, 2015 at McLaren Central
Michigan in Mt. Pleasant.

Clarke was born September 24,
1940 in Bay City, the son of
Lawrence and Gertrude (Hubbell)
Cummings. 

He married Janet McConkey on
June 14, 1964 in Cass City. 

A graduate of Cass City High
School and Ferris State University,
he was self-employed as a sales pro-
fessional for more than 40 years.
Clarke was very active in the com-
munities in which he lived, serving

on the Port Austin City Council, Mt.
Pleasant School Board and the City
Parks and Recreation Committee. He
was a member of the Mt. Pleasant
First United Methodist Church and
an avid supporter of Mt. Pleasant
community athletic programs.
Clarke was a caring and generous
friend to all that he encountered.

Clarke is survived by his wife,
Janet; children, Clarke (Amy)
Cummings of Columbus, OH, Craig
(Brooke) Cummings of DeWitt and
Kelly Cummings of Chicago, IL;
grandchildren, Soleil, Clarke Xander
and Hadley Sue Cummings; siblings,
Lawrence Garland “Gary” (Ruth)
Cummings of Bay City and Caren
Clara of Cass City; sister-in-law,
Linda (Joe) Riley of Ann Arbor;

brother-in-law, Edwin (Karen)
McConkey of Haymarket, VA; and
many nieces, nephews and dear
friends.
Clarke was preceded in death by his

parents; in-laws, Maynard and Clara
McConkey; and brother-in-law, Dr.
John R. “Jack” Clara.

A memorial service for Clarke was
held at Mt. Pleasant First United
Methodist Church on Monday, April
13. The Rev. Diane Gordon and the
Rev. Ronald Thompson officiated.

Memorial contributions may be
made to the Community Compassion
Network Food Bank, Mt. Pleasant
Community Foundation, Mt.
Pleasant Pillars of the Community
(athletic field restoration), or the
First United Methodist Church. 

You may view Clarke’s obituary
online and send a condolence to the
family, light a memorial candle, or
place a memorial donation at
www.clarkfuneralchapel.com.
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