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Traffic crash
claims one life

THE DISCOVERY OF a hidden stockpile of nearly 800 packs of stolen ciga-

rettes along with 22 bottles of liquor inside an Owendale residence last week

led investigators to the suspect they believe broke into an Owendale business

back in August 2013.

Cold case cracked
Hidden stockpile of stolen smokes, liquor leads
deputies back to suspect in Owendale break-in

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The discovery of a hidden stockpile of stolen cigarettes
and liquor inside a residence last week led Huron County
Sheriff’s deputies to a suspect they believe broke into an
Owendale business more than a year ago.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported the
investigation was revived when Sgt. Ryan Neumann
responded to a Sixth Street residence in Owendale to
investigate a large quantity of found property.

“Apparently the owner of the residence found 797
packs of assorted cigarettes concealed inside of an old
large television set.  The homeowner also found 22 bot-
tles of assorted liquor in different quantities, concealed
in a hidden compartment,” Hanson said.  “The residence
has had several different occupants living in it over the
last couple of years.

“Evidence was then gathered and the property, (worth)
nearly $5,000, was taken for safekeeping,” Hanson
added.  “Detective Daryl Ford and Deputy Ryan Swartz
began looking into the matter.  It was eventually deter-
mined that the property had been stolen from Stack’s
Market in Owendale back (in) August 2013.”
Deputies arrested a former occupant of the residence on

a parole detailer, according to the sheriff, who said 57-
year-old Thomas R. Jaffray, who now resides in the Bad
Axe area, was on parole for his convictions on charges of

unlawfully driving away an automobile and kidnapping.
“Today he was officially charged with two felonies by
the Huron County Prosecutor’s Office for breaking and
entering with Intent and receiving and concealing stolen
property over $1,000.  Those charges stemmed from the
2013 Stack’s Market incident.

“Back then, he was originally questioned by our office
about that incident and fled the state soon after,” Hanson
said.  “He was then located by the Michigan Department
of Corrections and brought back to our state.  He served
time for violating his parole and was then released on
parole.”

Jaffray remains lodged in the Huron County Jail on a
$50,000 cash bond, as well as being held on a parole
detainer.

According to earlier police reports, the Stack’s Market
break-in took place during the early morning hours of
Aug. 23, 2013, with officers later arriving to find the
store’s front door glass broken out.

Video surveillance revealed that a suspect had entered
the business at about 3 a.m. with two duffle bags and
removed multiple items, making a total of seven differ-
ent entries and exits.  At the time it was estimated that
more than $15,000 worth of property was stolen, includ-
ing cigarettes, liquor and chewing tobacco.
“At one point the suspect actually used the store’s trash

barrel to remove stolen property,” Hanson said.  “It is
believed the entire heist took almost an hour.”

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A three-vehicle traffic accident claimed the life of a Tuscola County woman
last week.

Troopers from the Michigan State Police post in Caro identified the victim
as Tammy Lynn Shonk, 32, of Mayville.

According to reports, the crash occurred Tuesday afternoon on M-24 near

Two-vehicle accident
leaves 4 people hurt 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Four people were hurt in a two-
vehicle traffic crash last week in
Sanilac County’s Moore Township,
troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro reported.

The accident was reported Tuesday
at 2:58 p.m. at the intersection of
Ubly and Deckerville roads.

Investigators said a 1999 Chevrolet
minivan driven by Codi D.
Hartwick, 25, of Standish, was trav-
eling east on Deckerville Road and
failed to yield for a northbound vehi-
cle.  The minivan was struck in the
front passenger door after it pulled
into the path of a 2012 Chevrolet
Traverse driven by Lana
Zimmerman, 38, of Snover.  The
Hartwick vehicle came to rest on the
east shoulder of Ubly Road, while
the Zimmerman vehicle continued
north and struck a telephone pole.
Troopers said the Jaws of Life were

used to remove the front seat passen-

ger of the Hartwick vehicle, Kyle J.
Robinson, 23, of Au Gres.  He was
transported to Deckerville
Community Hospital and later trans-
ferred to Covenant Hospital in
Saginaw for additional treatment of
non-life threatening injuries.

Two other passengers, Joleen M.
Kedron, 28, of Standish, and Miracle
A. Manor, 23, of Charlotte, were
treated at Deckerville Community
Hospital and then released.  The
pregnant driver was also transported
to Deckerville Community Hospital
and later transferred to Covenant
Hospital for further evaluation,
according to reports, which note
Zimmerman was treated at
McKenzie Memorial Hospital in
Sandusky and then released.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies,
Sanilac County EMS, Cass City
MMR, Argyle and Bingham
Township fire fighters, and a
Beaumont Hospital helicopter crew
all assisted troopers at the scene.

Happy birthday, Cass

City Chronicle!

Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

Please turn to page 4.

Green: reforms make
Michigan a true “shall
issue” state for CPLs

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

State Senator Mike Green’s long-fought effort to make Michigan a true
“shall issue” concealed pistol license (CPL) state ended in victory last week
when Gov. Rick Snyder signed legislation that will do away with county gun
boards and cut the red tape and cost involved in obtaining a permit.

Senate Bills 34 and 35, sponsored by Green (R-Mayville), reform how
CPLs are issued.  The legislation streamlines the process across all counties,
dissolving county gun boards and transferring all application and licensing
duties to county clerks and the Michigan State Police, which is now respon-
sible for conducting background investigations previously overseen by
county gun boards.

“These bills streamline how we issue concealed pistol licenses, creating a
uniform system that will better support the rights of firearm owners in
Michigan,” Snyder said.  “I appreciate that the Legislature revamped this
legislation, removing any unintended consequences that could have put
domestic abuse victims in danger.”

“I applaud the governor for working with the Legislature to address con-
cerns surrounding my previous CPL proposal,” Green said.  “As passed by
both chambers and now signed by Gov. Rick Snyder, Senate Bill 34 repre-
sents the most fundamental overhaul of Michigan’s concealed pistol license
system on behalf of law-abiding citizen gun owners since ‘shall issue’ was
adopted in 1999.  This uniform statewide process finally completes those
important reforms.”

Green’s bills will eliminate lengthy application periods – waits that often
exceeded the 60-day limit under the old law — by creating a uniform, cen-
tralized system when applying for a concealed pistol license. 

The legislation places jurisdiction with the county clerks, decreasing the
entities involved in the CPL process from five to two.  “This allows for a
more efficient and timely process for applicants seeking their CPL, an issue
that was previously dependent upon the county of residence,” said Green,
who noted county clerks will now be required to respond to any application
within 45 days after fingerprints are taken.

“While the law contains a $10 increase in the statutory CPL fee, the bill
will actually decrease an applicant’s cost below what they’re currently pay-
ing, according to Green, who explained his bill accomplishes this by wrap-
ping current additional fees for photos and other items into the statutory fee
and by substantially reducing the travel time and costs required to obtain a
CPL.
The reforms also require MSP to establish an online permit renewal system

by October 2018.
The change makes Michigan the 47th state to update its concealed pistol

licensing process in this similar manner.
“I am very pleased the governor is willing to stick up for the Second

Amendment rights of Michigan’s citizens,” Green said.  “This is a major vic-
tory for Michigan; no longer will the residents of this state be subject to arbi-
trary local policies that directly infringe on their constitutional rights.  I am
proud that the governor and my colleagues in the Legislature were able to
bring Michigan in line with other true ‘shall issue’ states.”

Snyder vetoed similar legislation last session, despite supporting most of
the included reforms, due to a provision that could have increased the risk of
violence and intimidation faced by domestic abuse victims who seek court
protection.

Green’s bills, which will take effect Dec. 1, 2015 and are now Public Acts
3 and 4 of 2015, made no changes to CPL eligibility standards, the “pistol
free” zones or exemptions to those zones.

Trooper Mark Swales

TROOPER MARK SWALES, a community service trooper

from the Michigan State Police post in Caro, recently spoke to

the freshman health classes at Cass City Junior-Senior High

School on the topic of dating abuse.  Swales stressed the impor-

tance of teens talking to an adult if they find themselves in an

abusive relationship or know of someone else who is being

abused.  He also offered local support service and crisis counsel-

ing resource information.

At Cass City Junior-Senior High

Trooper schools teens on dating abuse
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Sheila Luedtke’s abstinence pro-
gram curriculum covers a wide vari-
ety of issues in an effort to keep local
students safe – that includes encour-
aging teens to effectively deal with
teen dating violence.

Dating abuse isn’t just a big issue;
it’s a growing epidemic, according to
Luedtke, who teaches the abstinence

program through the Tuscola County
Health Department.

“With one in three teens experienc-
ing some form of physical, verbal
and/or sexual abuse or threats from a
dating partner every year, nearly 1.5
million high school students nation-
wide experience physical abuse from
a dating partner every year.  There
are warning signs, but they are often
overlooked or not known.  Many
teens don’t even realize that there is

more to dating violence than just
physical harm,” noted Luedtke, who
recruited the assistance of Trooper
Mark Swales to get that message
across to a group of students at Cass
City Junior-Senior High School.

Luedtke recently incorporated
National Teen Dating Violence
Awareness and Prevention month
into her unit on teen dating violence.

“The (message) was promoted to
Please turn to page 4.
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Wednesday, March 18

Library to host Author Thorp
Rawson Memorial District Library

in Cass City will host Author
Michael J. Thorp for a program set
for Wednesday, March 18, starting at
6:30 p.m.

Thorp will be discussing his book,
“Michigan’s Thumb Drive: A Ride
Around M-25 Michigan’s Blue
Water Highway”.

The book takes readers on a trip
through Michigan’s Thumb, but it’s
also a history of the state, a geologi-
cal survey and a travel guide.  Thorp
relates stories of people, hard work

and hard luck; legends of natural dis-
asters, opportunity and riches, and
failure and loss.  He also shares tales
of presidents, war heroes, famous
inventors and explorers.
A storyteller who believes history is

just stories with dates, Thorp says
you can’t make up stories stranger
than things that have really hap-
pened.

A long-time television personality,
he is the host of Michael J. Thorp’s
American Civil War on PBS stations.
Thorp is also the creator, host and

writer of the Huckleberry Radio
Hour, an award-winning live radio
variety show.

Thorp has written two other books;
“The Great, Great Lakes Trivia
Test”, and a book for children – “The
Legend of the Abominable
Huckleberry.
Thorp resides in Flint with his wife.

They have two daughters and two
granddaughters.

Everyone is invited to the upcom-
ing free program at the library.  Light
refreshments will be served.

Ginny (Gross) and Donald Bullock
of Decker recently celebrated their
50th anniversary. They were united
in marriage at the First Presbyterian
Church of Cass City on February 20,
1965. 

Ginny and Donald both graduated
from Cass City High School in the
class of 1963. Together they have 3
daughters, Laurie (John) Ganzberg
of Fort Myers, Fla.; Kristin (Jeff)
Fuller of Greer, SC; and Lynette
(Matt) Waligora of Rochester Hills
and 8 grandchildren. 

The couple spent a week in Fort
Myers, Fla. with their children and
grandchildren to celebrate their
anniversary.

Bullocks

celebrate

50 years 

Donald and Ginny Bullock

3RD GRADE
All A’s   

Daisy Barnes, Finn Hannick, Jaylin
Skinner, Delaney St. George, Zoe
VanRijn, Hunter Vennevy, Abby
Walker, Ashlyn Walker, Gracy
Walker, Heidi Williams, Lucas
Zajac.
A/B

Robert Bailey, Bailey Berridge,
Owen Corlis, Olive Dinsmore, Kaleb
Hatmaker, Gavin Hunter, Samantha
Lage, Tyler Lapienski, Nikki-Lynn
Lloyd, Preston Lupa, Collin
Machota, Turner Marquardt, David
May, Gavin Michalski, Jordis
Mosher, Landen Muska, Destiny
Noakes, Jordan Polega, Malawi
Roberson, Hayden Schuler, Myles
Spencer, Arthur Stilson.
B Average  

Kaelynn Biskner, Blake Brown,
Avalon Davis, Hayden Gusek,
Klaryssa Kratz, James Rayl,
Matthew Sommerfield, Trent Heilig. 

4TH GRADE
All A’s

Olivia Cofer, Logan Cloyd, Ethan
Green, Ethan Harrington, Brooke
Retan, Conner Seaman, Rachel St.
George, Coryn Zyrowski.
A/B

Elizabeth Blankenship, Catherine
Bombard, Hannah Dooley, Trent
Edwards, Chris Hoseclaw, Deirra
Jenkins, Alexus Longerbeam,
Lawson Lyons, Emily McGee,
Robert McMaster, Ashley Miller,
Madison Phelps, Stefannie
Robinson, Wesley Sholes, Riley
Smith, McKenzie Taylor, Hannah
Tracey, Destiny Traster, Hunter
Trovillion. 
B Average

Isabella Blankenship, Kaidin
Cavett, Colton Jocham, Justin
Lounsberry, Jaelynn Thomas, James
Wilson.

5TH GRADE
All A’s

Gaven Dibble, Jacob Rayl,
Nicholas St. George, Ethan Ulewicz,
Brooklyn Walker.

Kingston announces 2nd marking period honor roll
A/B
Jayden Biskner, Brandon Bombard,

Zackary Branch, Joey Cryderman,
Ethan Cumper, William Cumper,
Collen Dibble, Joshua DuRussell,
John Egan, Kyle Ensign, Carter
Geister, Zachary Hayost, Isabel
Hurd, Evan Kostrzewski, Amber
Lage, Madilyn McMaster, Landen
Noakes, Kegan Noe, Owen Phillips,
Misty Dawn Smith, Jayden Stark,
Dominique Wilson.
B Average

Brennen Boyl, Madison Coyer,
Katelyn Ensign, Kristen Ensign,
Mariea Haag, Alex Kotsch, Nydia
Perales, Brandon Sanders, Shayleigh
Torrey, Evan Wright.

6TH GRADE
All A’s

Jason Dibble, Morgan Green, Paige
Klupp, Morgan Green, Hannah
James, Joslyn Lupa, Dustin Peter,
Olivia Ulewicz, Trayton Wenzlaff.
A/B

Hailey Bitterle, Evan Carpenter,
Isabella Cofer, Kendal Geister,
Colten Gildner, Hunter Heck, Lily
LaFave, Ella Retan, Shaely Scott,
Jessica Stoll, MaKayla Thompson,
Madison Wieland, Samantha Wood.

B Average
Don Anger, Ava Ceci-Salas, Mark

Crousore, Lucas Fetting, Madison
Haley, Ronnie Lemke, RayAnn
Harp, Kayla Hobson.  

ATTENDANCE:
Perfect Attendance Kindergarten
Evan Freeland, Molly Landrum,

Thijs VanRijn, Braden Wylie.
Outstanding Attendance

Kindergarten
Carter Anderson, Brandon Billot,

Livia Groosbeck, Peyton Michalski,
Owen Periso, Ethan Prill, Catherine
Wilson.

Perfect Attendance 3rd grade
Owen Corlis, Collin Machota,

Destiny Noakes, Wyatt Sholes,
Matthew Sommerfield, Heidi

Williams, Lucas Zajac.
Outstanding Attendance 3rd grade

Daisy Barnes, Bailey Berridge,
Blake Brown, Dakota Clouse,
Avalon Davis,  Finn Hannick,
Klaryssa Kratz,  Jordan Polega,
Malawi Roberson, Ashlyn Walker,
Alex Yoe.

Perfect Attendance 4th Grade
Elizabeth Blankenship, Kaidin

Cavett, Hunter Davis, Lawson
Lyons, Stefannie Robinson, Charity
Queen,  Conner Seaman, Riley
Smith, McKenzie Taylor, Destiny
Traster, Hunter Trovillion, James
Wilson. 
Outstanding Attendance 4th grade

Coltin Jocham, Nathen Johnson,
Addison Lipe, Emily McGee,
Jennifer Polega, Brooke Retan,
Coryn Zyrowski.

Perfect Attendance 5th Grade
Brennen Boyl, Zachary Branch,

Aden Cartner, Ethan Cumper, Austin
Dorsey, Alex Kotsch, Isabel Hurd,
Kegan Noe, Amanda Pease, Brandon
Sanders.
Outstanding Attendance 5th grade

Madison Coyer, William Cumper,
Nathan DeVine, Gavin Dibble, John
Egan, Kristen Ensign, Madilyn
McMaster, Landen Noakes, Misty
Dawn Smith, Ethan Ulewicz, Evan
Wright.

Perfect Attendance 6th grade
Andrew Bitterle, Houston Boots,

Evan Carpenter, Colten Gildner,
Dustin Peter, Shaely Scott,
Alexandra Sherman, Jessica Stoll,
Olivia Ulewicz, Anthony VanRijn,
Trayton Wenzlaff.
Outstanding Attendance 6th grade

Tommy Barrett, Hailey Bitterle,
Hunter Brown, Kyleigh Clapsaddle,
Isabella Cofer, Mark Crousore, Erin
Ensign, Kendal Geister, Morgan
Green, Hunter Heck, Jada Hendrix,
Ella Retan, Dakota Robinson, Ethan
Sanchez, Emma Shuler, MaKayla
Thompson, Madison Wieland.

Harold and Joyce Polega of Cass
City announce the engagement of
their daughter Amy Sue Polega to
Karthik Palaniappan, son of
Palaniappan Kuamarasamy and
Banumathi Palaniappan of Tamil
Nadu, India. 

An August 29, wedding is being
planned. 

Amy Polega and

Karthik Palaniappan
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Something from nothing

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Time to focus on others’ 
abilities, not disabilities 

We’re joining local and state officials this week in
observing March as Developmental Disabilities
Awareness Month.

The observance, proclaimed by Michigan Gov. Rick
Snyder, Lt. Gov. Brian Calley, the Michigan
Department of Community Health (MDCH), and the
Michigan Developmental Disabilities Council
(DDC), was established to celebrate the different
abilities some 180,000 adults and children in
Michigan have.

“Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month is a
chance for Michiganders to help create and be part
of a more inclusive community,” Calley said. “I often
say people have different abilities, not disabilities.
This is a perfect time to look at things from a new
perspective.”

This year’s theme, “Side-by-Side: Celebrating
Togetherness”, encourages residents to participate in
the awareness month by meeting, talking with, and
engaging people with developmental disabilities to
promote an inclusive community.

“Michigan has recently made great strides in pro-
moting positive change in our communities through
the Michigan Health and Wellness Commission and
Employment First initiatives,” said Nick Lyon, direc-
tor of the MDCH. “The work does not stop there,
however, and Developmental Disabilities Awareness
Month is a great opportunity to continue that work.”

Self-advocacy groups, such as Michigan’s Regional
Inclusive Community Coalitions (RICCs), are hosting
events throughout the month of March to celebrate
togetherness and to emphasize opportunities to sup-
port people with developmental disabilities.
Residents can get involved in the month-long aware-
ness effort by contacting their local RICC.

“Reaching out to their local RICC is a great way
for the public to get involved in their community and
include people with disabilities in their everyday
lives,” said Vendella M. Collins, executive director of
the DDC. “I encourage everyone to take the impor-
tant first step of getting involved.”

A developmental disability is a severe, chronic dis-
ability attributable to mental or physical impairment,
or combination of such impairments, which manifests
before the person is age 22 and is likely to continue
indefinitely. It results in substantial functional limita-
tions in three or more major life activities including:
self-care, receptive and expressive language, learn-
ing, mobility, self-direction, capacity for independent
living and economic self-sufficiency.

Some examples of a development disability include
autism, cerebral palsy, Down syndrome, intellectual
disabilities and epilepsy.

Last year, Michigan took action to reduce stigma
around intellectual and developmental disabilities by
enacting R Word legislation which removed the terms
“mental retardation” and “mentally retarded” from
the statute and replaced them with inclusive, people
first language.

It was a positive step, one that we hope will be fol-
lowed by others as we all strive to see past our resi-
dents’ disabilities and focus on their abilities.

ing like hot lava or maybe a professional athlete’s long
hair – smooth and fluid – straight from me to my kid.

My husband, who’d been sitting next to me, must have
been feeling the flow himself because at this point he
spoke up. “So when mom prints all those articles at the
end of the year, what does that mean?” he asked.

We sat on the edge of our seats, anticipating the answer.
Our son looked up from his phone. A blank stare can be
daunting. But I wasn’t ready to end the lesson just yet. 

“You know,” I prompted. “I write a column each week
and at the end of the year I have a whole stack to print out.
What’s something we can learn from that?”

His answer is sure to become a family classic. He said,
“You print them all at once to save paper?”
My husband and I gave each other a look and (honestly)

tried not to giggle. I guess the significance of my deep
and meaningful life lessons sounded like a lot of nothing
to our son. Apparently I’m even better at doing nothing
than I thought. I’m still chuckling, which is something.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 

Tuscola County Recycling Coordinator Mile Miller
says residents, schools, and businesses all helped to
make 2014 a successful year at the Caro facility.
Between the pick ups at businesses and schools, plus

on site drop-offs, the Tuscola County Recycling
Center at 1123 Mertz Road was able to process and
ship out 1,322,322 pounds of recyclable materials.
“As always we strive to ship these recyclable mate-

rials to companies here in Michigan as much as pos-
sible,” Miller said.

He also says tours of the facility and presentations
to schools and group can be arranged by calling 989-
672-1673.

**********

Cass City High School announces the production of
their spring musical comedy, “Jitterbug Juliet”
(Pioneer Drama Service).  Performances will take
place on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, March 20, 21,
and 22.  Evening performances begin at 7:00 PM and
Sunday’s matinee begins at 3:00 PM.  The cast &
crew of 25 students has been rehearsing since early
January.  

All of the high-flyin’ fun of the post-war 1940’s is
packed into 90 minutes with eight original, exuberant
jitterbug, boogie-woogie and jump ‘n’ jive songs, all
in the big band spirit!  Venice Beach is the location
for this 20th century family feud between the
Montagues and the Capulets.  Mr. Montague and his
son Ron are planning a jitterbug dance contest.  Mr.
Capulet and his daughter Juliet are rehearsing
“Romeo and Juliet.”  When the community center
gets double-booked for both these events at the same
time, it’s up to Ron and Juliet to settle the grudge
between their fathers.  If they don’t succeed, the
mayor threatens to shut down both family business-
es.  But with a nosy cleaning woman, a slimy lawyer
and his escaped con henchman fueling the fire
between the families, this tragedy quickly turns into
a hysterical comedy.  This full length musical has it
all — great comedy roles, toe-tapping chorus num-
bers and a spectacular show for dancers to strut their
stuff! Will the age-old feud continue OR will love
prevail?

Photo: (from left to right) Mr. Montague (Chandler
Pawloski); Ron Montague (Chandler Cryderman);
Juliet Capulet (Ilana Blattner); Mr. Capulet (Kyle
Potrykus). The feuding fathers try to separate the
young lovers.  

A blank page can be daunting. Especially first thing on
a Monday morning, which is how I usually start my
week. 
As a columnist, it’s my job to fill the page with some-

thing – or nothing. Yeah, nothing. You read that right. 
I’ve said it before, but it bears repeating. Readers tell

me they enjoy this column because I write about noth-
ing, and they can relate to that. Most of us have a famil-
iarity with nothing. We all have personal experience
with the lack of something – which in essence is noth-
ing – depending on your thesaurus. 

Because I write for newspapers, sometimes people
confuse me with a journalist. Journalists write about
important and critical matters, like crime, volcanic
eruptions and the color of dresses. They are expected to
be neutral and stick to the facts. Accuracy about the
who, what, where, when and why of a story is critical.
Journalists who get this wrong – or worse yet make
things up – do not stay journalists for long. Journalists
write about something – and it’s a something that is real
and palpable.
Columnists enjoy creative liberties. We tell stories. We

voice opinions. We’re even allowed to write about
nothing and – on the best days – it becomes something. 

Every week, I hash out a few paragraphs. Coming off
my inkjet printer, they take up a page or two. Week by
week it isn’t much. Close to nothing, really. 
But then each year at about this time, I print out copies

of all the columns from the previous year and place
them in a three-ring binder. When printed in their
entirety, they amass about 100 pages and embody a
quantity that feels a lot more like something than noth-
ing. 

I thought the nothing-something analogy lent itself to
numerous lessons that could benefit my kids, who’ve
been known to procrastinate on large projects, so I
approached one son with my freshly printed stack of
words. I held up two pages.

“This is what I write each week,” I said. “It doesn’t
seem like much, does it?”
He nodded in agreement. Next I held up the full stack. 
“But when I write a little each week, and print them

all at the end of the year, they make this large pile. I
wouldn’t be able to write all these pages in a week, but
when I break it down over a year this big job gets
done.”

I was on a roll and decided to keep going. I separated
about 20 sheets from the bunch. “If I got behind by this
much, it would be hard to catch up. It’s important to
stay on schedule.” I was sure the life lessons were flow-

Editor,

Local governments must often rely on the expertise of
those around them for the best timely advice.  Working
with limited resources, it is often a friend or neighbor or
another member of the board who fulfills this need.  In
Huron County, the board of commissioners has found it
necessary to hire a full-time corporate council to facili-
tate getting the best advice possible. 
In the past this responsibility was entrusted to the pros-

ecutor’s office, which is comprised of a number of
attorneys with diverse backgrounds.  With either system
the board is seeking a legal opinion on which to base
county policy.  We only know what we know; the rest
we must trust to someone else. 

Recently it was reported that the Huron County
Corporate Council advised one member of the board of
commissioners to resign his position on the county
planning commission due to a perceived conflict of
interest.  Within days, corporate council reversed that
opinion and advised the board of commissioners that it
was not a conflict of interest for a different member of
the board of commissioners to fill the same seat.
It appears that what is a conflict for one member is not

for another member.  Which opinion was correct?
If this is the type of conflicting opinions being given

to our board of commissioners, I have to wonder what
other decisions were made by our commissioners on
our behalf from similar opinions.  Can we rely only on
the advice of counsel in helping to set policy for our
county?  Have similar opinions lead us to now seek a
moratorium on new wind turbine construction?  How
many other policies have been established that relied on
opinions that could be reversed so quickly based on the
person who asks the question?

As a former Huron County Planning Commission
member and former Huron County commissioner I
wonder if it is time to seek opinions from additional
sources.

David Jaroch
Ubly

Time for the board to
seek other opinions? 
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Stephanie L. Steele, 22, Bay City,
was ordered to pay court costs and
fines totaling $1,368 following her
plea of no contest to charges of larce-
ny in a building and larceny of prop-
erty valued at $200 to $1,000 Sept. 7
in Fairgrove.
She was also ordered to pay restitu-

tion of $399 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Joshua W. Gillespie, 29, Caro, was
sentenced to six months to 15 years
in prison following his plea of guilty
to one count of assaulting or
obstructing a public officer (parole
officer) Oct. 24 in Caro.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $698 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Jacob D. May, 33, Vassar, pleaded
no contest to larceny of property val-
ued at $1,000 to $20,000 between
April 18 and April 21 in Fremont

Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $8,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Ricky A. Jonas, 57, Caro, pleaded
no contest to a charge of
delivery/manufacture of 5 to 45 kilo-
grams of marijuana Sept. 2 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (two prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Ann M. Troxell, 36, Falmouth,
Mich., was sentenced to 90 days in
the county jail, with worksite privi-
leges, following her plea of guilty to
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor, third
offense, Nov. 12, 2012, in Cass City.

She was also placed on 60 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $2,638 plus restitu-
tion of $120 and attorneys fees of
$500.

*Mason A. Lyons, 25, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to a charge of making
a false report or threat of terrorism
Nov. 24 in Caro/Vassar Township.
The charge is a felony punishable by
up to 20 years in prison and/or a
$20,000 fine.  Lyons was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$20,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Cody J. Booth, 26, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer and one count of oper-
ating a motor vehicle while under the
influence of liquor May 11 in
Mayville/Caro.  He was also convict-
ed of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued and the
defendant was remanded to the cus-
tody of the sheriff’s department.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.
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Continued from page one.

Three-vehicle accident claims one life

Bevens Road in Indianfields
Township.

The preliminary investigation
revealed that a Nissan Pathfinder,
while traveling southbound on M-
24, struck a northbound Dodge
Dakota.  The southbound vehicle

then struck a third vehicle before
coming to rest in the roadway.

Troopers reported that the second
vehicle struck was occupied by three
persons who were not injured and
declined medical services.  The lone
driver of the third vehicle was trans-
ported to Caro Community Hospital
by MMR Ambulance Service for
treatment of non-life threatening

injuries.
The names of the occupants were

not released.

A Michigan State Police traffic
crash investigator and traffic trash
reconstructionist responded to the
scene along with troopers, Tuscola
County Sheriff’s deputies and the
Tuscola County Road Commission.

the Cass City High School students
via posters and bulletin boards dis-
played throughout the school,” she
said.  “Additionally, (Swales) from
the Michigan State Police post in
Caro was invited to speak to the
freshman health classes about this
growing concern.

Continued from page one.

Trooper schools teens on dating abuse
“The freshmen learned the stagger-

ing statistics of teen dating abuse and
what the various types of abuse can
be along with the warning signs of
an abusive partner from Trooper
Swales,” Luedtke explained.  “He
described the many risk factors that
could increase the chances for a dat-
ing partner to be harmed.  The men-
tal and physical health problems and

long-lasting effects that can be
caused from such violence were also
discussed.

“The students were told the quali-
ties needed to build a healthy and
lasting relationship based on equali-
ty and respect, and what constitutes
an unhealthy relationship, which can
lead to violence and abuse,” she
added.

Fog contributes to early morning
crash, two drivers suffer injuries

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
reported Monday’s early morning
fog contributed to a two-vehicle traf-
fic crash in which both drivers suf-
fered minor injuries.

According to reports, the accident
occurred at the intersection of M-53

and Bay City-Forestville Road in
Greenleaf Township.

“The initial investigation revealed
that 43-year-old Mary Herrera of
Caro was traveling eastbound on
Bay City-Forestville Road when she
missed the stop sign in the fog at the
intersection with M-53 and was
struck by a southbound vehicle driv-

en by 57-year-old Kevin Gracey of
Ubly,” said Sgt. Nathan Smith.

He noted both drivers were trans-
ported by MMR Ambulance to Hills
and Dales General Hospital for treat-
ment.

The Elkland Township Fire
Department assisted deputies at the
scene.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Happy birthday to

a village institution

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I’m not a newspaper publisher, but I played one in a cemetery once.
Seriously.
For those who missed the second annual Elkland Township Cemetery

Walk last fall, I’m referring to my debut (and probably my only) acting
role as local newspaper Publisher the late-Frederick Klump, whose
entrepreneurial skills and passion for the Fourth Estate led the German
Immigrant to found the Tri-County Chronicle – a precursor to the Cass
City Chronicle – back in 1899.

That’s all a long-winded way of taking note that a special birthday is
approaching.

The Cass City Chronicle, an institution in Cass City that continues to
serve the community as an independent, weekly newspaper, will turn 109
next week.

If you’re unfamiliar with the history, here’s a quick synopsis:
Klump, an Evangelical Association minister and State Court of

Arbitration and Mediation official, owned the Tri-County Chronicle for
just five years before selling the business to his partner, Herbert Lenzner,
who also bought out Cass City’s other newspaper at the time – the
Enterprise – and consolidated the papers under the new name, the Cass
City Chronicle.

Lenzner published his first edition April 20, 1906.
He later sold the Chronicle to longtime Publisher John Haire, whose

tenure at the corner of Oak and Main spanned nearly 60 years before his
death at the age of 87 in 2009.  Today, John’s son, Clarke, is continuing
his father’s legacy as publisher of the Chronicle.

Newspapering in the Thumb has withstood obstacles of all kinds over
the decades, from fires and floods to the powerful force of technology
and the Internet.

Sure, the business has taken its share of financial hits over the years, as
evidenced by the number of papers long gone, but make no mistake —
the Fourth Estate is still alive and kicking in the Thumb.  And, we’re still
drawing young, fresh faces to a career that still requires passion every bit
as much as accuracy.

Say what you want about newspapers having outlived their usefulness,
with instant news at your fingertips via the Internet.  However, there’s a
reason folks whose communities still have a newspaper continue to pick
up a copy each week; they know they’re going to find local stories that
other media outlets aren’t likely to bother with, yet are no less important
because they involve events and people in their own hometowns.
I’m proud to have played a role at the Chronicle for more than 28 years

now, and I’m thankful for all of the men and women before me whose
hard work, foresight and dedication have enabled those of us still here
today to carry on a legacy of service to our community. 

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

A donation plan established by
Walbro Engine Management to help
the victims of the devastating
January earthquakes in Haiti has net-
ted $27,030 for the American Red
Cross, a major provider of aid to the
stricken country. The total represents
a combination of employee dona-
tions and a corporate matching pro-
gram. For each employee’s $1 con-
tribution, Walbro Engine
Management added $5. Tony Martin,
president and chief executive officer,
Walbro Engine Management, com-
mended the generosity of Walbro
employees throughout the world.
“Our employees have demonstrated
their concern for the victims of this
tragic earthquake,” he said. “We are
pleased to build on their generosity
at the corporate level in support of
the important efforts of the American
Red Cross in Haiti.”

Navy Airman Recruit Seth Z.
Brown, stepson of Tom M. Ferguson
of Cass City, recently completed
U.S. Navy basic training at Recruit
Training Command, Great Lakes, Ill.
During the 8-week program, Brown
completed a variety of training.
Brown is a 2009 graduate of Cass
City High School.
Area resident Nicole Froede recent-

ly graduated from Albion College,
receiving a degree in economics and
management with a minor in com-
munication studies. Froede is the
daughter of Bryan Froede of Bad
Axe and Gloria Froede of Cass City,
and is a graduate of Cass City High
School.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

The Knights of Columbus District
49 recently held the second level of
its annual free throw shoot in the
Cass City Middle School gymnasi-
um. The winners were Bailey
Barden, 9, Kelcey Stauffer, 10,
Amber Warju, 11, LaShae Radeka,
12, Kailey Clinesmith, 13,
Alexandra Kappen, 14, Nicklaus
Vassallo, 9, Evan Bootz, 10, Kory
McGuire, 11, Taylor Nicol, 12, Chris
Summersett, 13, and Mike Dixon,
14. 

Jim Baker recently awarded
Thomas LeValley with the “Cub
Scout of the Year Award” during the
annual Blue and Gold Banquet.
LeValley is currently a member of
Boy Scout Pack 594, Cass City, and
has achieved the rank of first class.
He continues to be active in the Cub
Scouts as a den chief. 

Cass City’s gymnastics season
ended Saturday with a fine showing
at the Hartland regional. The Red
Hawks advanced 4 girls into the state
tourney, including Tara Whittaker,
Val Scasny, Caitlin Sorenson and
Allie Richards. To qualify, individu-
als needed 4 scores of at least 7.7 on
the vault, 7.0 on the bars, 7.4 on the
beam or 7.9 on the floor during the
regular season.

Cass City resident Caleb Jeffrey
Hanby has received an Effective
Leader Scholarship from Cedarville
University, Ohio. Cedarville
University awards Effective Leader
Scholarships to first-year students
who have high ACT/SAT scores, a
cumulative high school grade point
average of 3.0 or higher, outstanding
character, and extensive leadership
and service involvement. This one-
time scholarship ranges from $1,000
to $1,500. Hanby, a senior at Cass
City High School, plans to major in
athletic training. He is the son of Jeff
and Michelle Hanby of Cass City.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

A total of 12 fourth graders repre-
sented Cass City Schools as partici-
pants or alternates in the Tuscola
County Spelling Bee, held Friday at
the Tuscola Area Skill Center. The
top performance among the local
pupils was turned in by Shannon
Haley, a Campbell Elementary stu-
dent who finished fourth, Also taking
part as spellers were Campbell stu-
dents Matt Zigich, Lindsay Maharg
and Ryan Hutchinson; Deford
Elementary pupil Laura Osantowski
and, representing Evergreen
Elementary, Janell Papovich.
Serving as alternates were Jay Ray
(Evergreen), Heather Woidan
(Deford), Scott Henderson.
(Campbell), Nathan Matt
(Campbell), Andrea Rea (Campbell)
and Ann Horton (Campbell).
Cass City Senior Snowcoming king

and queen are Wendy Weaver and
Mark Wark who were crowned by
last year’s royal couple, Bill Kappen
and Jamie Spencer. Representing the
class of ’90 were Brent Morell and
Denille MacAlpine, and Tim
Rutkoski and Paula Merchant, while
the underclassmen were represented
by juniors Alan Dadacki and Shelly
Mellendorf, sophomores Garen
Barker and Shannon Goslin, and

freshmen Greg LeValley and Pam
Broyles.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

Four girls from Cass City were
among players receiving votes for
All-conference honors in the Thumb
B Association. On the first team is
Beth Sieradzki. Placed on the second
team were Tammi Rabideau and
Vickie Pobanz, while Padgett
Randall received honorable mention.
The volleyball teams are selected by
a vote of the coaches.

Dr. Harold T. Donahue was the sur-
prised guest of honor as Hills and
Dales General Hospital employees
held a party to honor him on his 75th
birthday. He grew up in the Colling
area and graduated from Caro High
School. He earned his bachelor of
arts degree and M.D. degree from
the University of Michigan. 

Rolling Hills Golf Course is a con-
venient place for Mrs. Kally Maharg
to work in her spare time. That’s
because it’s located right next to
Cass City Schools where Mrs.
Maharg works teaching physical
education and history at the
Intermediate School. What is a part
time job for Kally is a full time job
for husband, John. The Mahargs pur-
chased the golf course in April of
1979 and immediately started a pro-
gram of improvement.
Improvements in the course were
followed by improvements in the
club house. Now nearing completion
is a 1,200-square-foot addition
which will include a new bar and
added storage and an expanded pro
shop. Both were born and reared in
the area. Both graduated from Cass
City High School. He graduated
from Western Michigan University
in 1972 and she graduated from
Central Michigan University in
1972.

Les Severance of Decker has been
reelected president of the Deford
Local of Michigan Milk Producers
Association. Severance will serve
for one year. Other officers elected
included: vice-president, Gerald
Hicks, and Secretary Maynard Stine,
both of Deford. 

Teresa J. Scollon is one of 10 sen-
iors at Interlochen Arts Academy
who have been named finalists in the
1980 National Merit Scholarship
Competition. She is the daughter of
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Scollon of Cass
City. The 10 are among 14,000 final-
ists nationally being considered for
about 4,000 scholarships to be
awarded late this spring.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Dick Roth has been teaching the
fundamentals of small engine repairs
to 20 Cass City Intermediate School
students each Tuesday afternoon for
the past six weeks. The class is strict-
ly a voluntary, after school activity
and, as Roth sees it, the response has
been great. “Anything that will keep
kids after school has got to be pretty
interesting,” Roth said, taking a
break while he watched his students
tear down, repair and rebuild a series
of motorcycle, lawn mower, and gar-
den tractor engines. Sixth grade stu-
dents Jack Edwards and Ray Kloc
learned the finer points of motorcy-
cle engine repair. 

A “meals on wheels” program
began in Cass City thanks to a feder-
al grant. Project consultant, Dick
Kennedy, stated five needy house-
bound persons 60 or older will be
provided meals prepared by Hills
and Dales Hospital. The new Cass
City program is the first of its kind in
the county. 

At a recent meeting of the Owen-
Gage senior citizens group, the fol-
lowing officers were elected:
President, Don Wilson, vice-presi-
dent, Carl Errer; secretary, Alma
Severn; treasurer, Dorothy
Rocheleau; publicity chairman,
Anna Ross; board of directors,
Harriet Peters, Mabel Ondrajka and
Dennis Rocheleau. 

The Cass City High School basket-
ball team last week voted special

honors to various members of the
squad. Co-captains of the team are
Dave Eberline and Jerry Toner. Ken
Lowe was named the squad’s most
valuable player. Charlie Walsh, who
moved from the bench to a spot on
the starting five, was voted the most
improved player. Defensive player
of the year was Eberline who nailed
down a starting spot at guard with
his aggressive defensive efforts and
hustle.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

New officers were named at a meet-
ing of the Cass City Extension group
at the Crossroads Restaurant. Mrs.
Frank Meiser is chairman and Mrs.
Herbert Ludlow is vice-chairman.
0thers are: secretary-treasurer, Mrs.
Fay McComb; council member, Mrs.
Alton Mark, and flowers and cards,
Mrs. Harry Young. Mrs. John
Zinnecker was named “Woman of
the Year” of the group. Mrs.
Zinnecker’s daughter, Mrs. Dale
Iseler, was a guest for the evening.

Don’t do any major burning this
spring without a burning permit,
according to Cass City-Elkland
Township Fire Chief Nelson Willy.
Permits, from Willy or Al Avery, are
required for any burning except
domestic rubbish. There were 23
spring and summer grass fires last
year.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Two students in the Class of 1940 to
be graduated from the Cass City
High School will represent their
class as co-valedictorians, both hav-
ing attained all A – 3.0 records in
their four years of high school. They
are Betty Brown, daughter of Mrs.
Robert Brown, school secretary, of
Cass City; and Ruth Lounsbury,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Emory
Lounsbury of Cass City. Salutatorian
with a 2.89 record is Hazel Corkins,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John C.
Corkins of Cass City. 17 of the tenta-
tive 71 students will graduate with
honors. 

Miss Patricia Pinney, who has had
but 10 days’ vacation in the past 18
months, is enjoying a longer period
of relaxation at the home of her
mother, Mrs. Edward Pinney, here.
Miss Pinney has just completed a
six-months’ internship in a hospital
at Greenville, Pa., and has been
awarded a diploma from Griswold
Laboratories of St. Louis, Mo., as a
medical technologist.

At a meeting held with conference
conductor, Earl F. Pfaff, of
Sandusky, Odd Fellows of this com-
munity re-organized the Cass City
Lodge, No. 203, recently. Temporary
officers chosen are: Noble grand,
Stanley Warner; vice grand, H. P.
Lee; financial secretary, Charles L.
Robinson; recording secretary,
William Day; treasurer, Elmer
Webster. Morton Orr received the
recommendation for district deputy.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

“Farmers are to blame for the boys
leaving the farm,” said M. Berridge,
at the farmers’ institute at the
Michigan Agricultural College. Mr.
Berridge is a graduate of M. A. C.
“Fully 90 per cent of the boys would
remain on the farm,” he said, “if
given proper encouragement by their
fathers, and if life on the farm were
made more attractive. Leave the
church open evenings and provide
some form of amusement at home,
and the boys will not want to go to
the city. M.A.C. is the first school in
the country really to help to keep the
boys on the farm.”

Miss Amy Fee, a student at Albion
and daughter of Rev. G. A. Fee, for-
merly pastor of the M. E. Church at
Cass City, was awarded first honors
in the Michigan intercollegiate ora-
torical contest. The subject of the
oration was “A Mother”. She made a
great plea for private homes for
orphaned waifs. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Pastor Column

My name is Mark. I’m a believer in
Jesus Christ, and I struggle with
pride.  I attended a Celebrate
Recovery (CR) program out of
curiosity when I saw it make amaz-
ing changes in the life of a family
member, and I wanted to know more.
I attended a CR program out of
Saginaw, went through its 8 princi-
ples and 12 step program, and found
it changed my life. I want to see
more lives changed and am now
involved in a Celebrate Recovery
program established at Anchor Cove
Outreach Church on 201 E. Sanilac,
Caro 48723

This recovery program, which
emphasizes a spiritual commitment
to Jesus Christ, is a Biblical and bal-
anced program that helps us over-
come our hurts, habits and hang-ups
by utilizing Biblical truths that help
us grow spiritually and emotionally.

It is built on the New Testament prin-
ciple that we do not get well by our-
selves, but rather we need each other.
Fellowship and accountability are
two important components of spiri-
tual growth which we rely on in our
program.
CR is considered a “large umbrella”

program under which a limitless
number of issues can be dealt with.
It addresses all types of hurts, habits
and hang-ups, as opposed to some
recovery programs which deal only
with alcohol or drugs or another
individual problem. In fact, many
CR groups have found that only one
out of three who attend CR are deal-
ing with alcohol or drugs.
At Anchor Cove Church, CR meets

every Friday night at 7:00.  The main
meeting starts with live praise and
worship music to shift our focus
from ourselves onto our Higher

Power Jesus Christ.  After worship,
we listen to a recovery testimony or
lesson from the 8 Recovery
Principles and 12 Steps.  At 8:00, we
break into small groups formed
around specific areas of recovery
where you can share what is on your
heart or pass if you do not wish to
speak.  To keep CR a safe place,
open-share groups are gender specif-
ic. We follow specific guidelines to
keep the group a safe place by giving
each person equal time to talk; pro-
hibiting interruptions, judgmental
comments, and offensive language;
and, above all, ensuring anonymity
and confidentiality. At 9:00, we com-
plete our meeting with our Solid
Rock Café where we get to know
one another over coffee and snacks.

For those who want to take recov-
ery to the next level, men’s and
women’s step studies meet on a dif-

ferent night of the week.  Again,
these are gender specific.  Each
group works through the steps and
principles together using the CR
Participant Guides.

We meet every Friday, 52 weeks a
year. Childcare is provided for chil-
dren 12 years old and younger. Come
as you are.  The only requirement is
a desire to change.  It is your choice
whether to participate in all that is
offered. However, recovery is a
process.  So, it is suggested that you
attend for at least 6 weeks before
deciding whether or not CR is bene-
ficial to you.  What do you have to
lose?  Just the chains that bind you:
anger, addiction, dysfunctional
behavior, hopelessness, shame, fear,
guilt…

Celebrate Recovery has changed
my life and countless others. It will
change yours, too, if you are willing

to work through the steps and princi-
ples. We welcome and encourage
everyone to come out and see what
we are about or come along with
someone you know who wants to be
there. Come and find healing, hope
and peace.

Mark Willis - Ministry Leader 
Anchorcove Outreach Church

Celebrate Recovery program offered at Anchorcove Outreach Church
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Calvin Bearance

Calvin E. Bearance, 91, of Cass
City, formerly of Redford Twp., died
February 28, 2015. 
Beloved husband of the late Angela,

companion Veronica and wife Jean.
Loving father of Skip (Sue), Paul

(Robin), Beverly (David) Imesch,
Todd (Beth) and Janice (David)
Pohl. Dear grandfather of Jeffrey,
Brianne (Sharbel), Kylea, Josef,
MaKenna, Colton and Haley. Great-
grandfather of Violet and the late
Hannah and Sophia. Dear brother of
Mildred and the late Shirley, Donald,
Beverly and Sharon. 

Cal was proud to be a Veteran of
WWII and an avid Detroit sports fan
including being a longtime Lions
season ticket holder. He also enjoyed
bowling and golf. Cal was always
laughing and enjoyed life. 
A funeral service was held March 9

at the R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral
Home in Livonia.

Please leave a memory of Cal at
www.rggrharris.com.
Arrangements were made by R.G. &

G.R. Harris Funeral Home of
Livonia.

Perry Gentner

Perry Gentner, 52, of Marlette,
passed away unexpectedly Tuesday,
March 3, 2015 at his home in
Marlette Township.   

Gentner has lived in Marlette since
2004 and was previously from the
Royal Oak area.

He was born January 26, 1963 in
Detroit, son of Richard and Virginia
(Lemanski) Gentner.

He graduated from Royal Oak
Dondero High School in 1981.

He married Karen Tamm October
12, 1985 in Royal Oak.

Gentner worked as a self-employed
Heavy Equipment Operator for
many years.  Perry enjoyed his work,
doing wood working, making toys
for kids, and most of all, spending
time with family and friends.

He is survived by his wife Karen,
Matthew Gentner (son) of Marlette,
Katelyn Gentner (daughter) of
Marlette, Richard & Virginia
Gentner (parents) of Cass City, Jeff
& Shelly Gentner (brother) of Imlay
City, Jayne Halter (sister) of
Tennessee, Carol & Tom Septer (sis-
ter) of Royal Oak, and Margie
Booms (godmother) of Harbor
Beach. 

Funeral services were held
Saturday, March 7 in the Marsh
Funeral Chapel in Marlette, with
Pastor Michael Hollenbeck from the
Grace Bible Church officiating.  

Burial followed the service in the
Siple Cemetery.
Arrangements were made by Marsh

Funeral Chapel of Marlette.

James Bryant, Jr.

James E. Bryant, Jr., 82, of Cass
City, formerly of Monroe, died
Sunday, March 1, 2015 in his home
with his loving family by his side.  

He was born May 25, 1932 in
Monroe, the first of eight children
born to James Erwin and Awilda
(Burt) Bryant, Sr.  
He married Bonnie Lou Lee Friday,

November 13, 1959 in Norman, OK.   
Jim graduated from Monroe High

School and then attended Lee
College in Cleveland, TN, studying
to be a minister.  He ministered at the
Church of God in Clifton, Arizona

and in Purcell, Oklahoma.  Jim con-
tinued to evangelize until his health
would no longer let him in 2004.
Jim worked as a social worker for
the State of Michigan in Monroe for
more than 32 years, retiring in 1995.
His main focus was always on edu-
cating young people so they could
get back to work and on their feet.

Jim loved learning about Civil War
history, collecting books and memo-
rabilia, and visiting Civil War sites.
He and Bonnie collected baseball
cards over the years and enjoyed
watching professional baseball
games traveling to many other states
to watch games.  Jim was a member
of the Monroe Kiwanis Club, giving
them 32 years of perfect attendance.
He was a member of Gideons for
years and helped with Big Brothers
Big Sisters and Easter Seals.  Jim
had a very generous heart.  He con-
tinued to study the Bible and prayed
for many people both living and

remembered.  In the last few years
Jim lived for his grandchildren and
great grandchildren.  He cherished
the weekly family gatherings.
Jim is survived by his wife, Bonnie;

children:  Melody (Jack) Benschoter
of Metairie, LA, Jeptha (Angela)
Bryant of Cass City, Robin Phillips
of Birmingham, AL; grandchildren:
Tara (Mark) Fibranz, Tasha (Jesse
Rader) Bryant, Stephen (April Lajti)
Kekes, Bethany Kekes;  great grand-
children:  Josh, Kelsey, Alexis, Zoe,
Gracie, Addie, Dakota, Joslynn,
Blake, Cheyenne, Sydney, Addison
and Ally; brothers:  Jepp (Sophie)
Bryant of Livonia, John (JoAnn)
Bryant of Woodhaven; sister, Awilda
Bryant Churchill of Glendale, AZ;
and many nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by a
brother, Charles Bryant; sisters:
Mary Ann Eder, Jenny (Lloyd)
Porter and Shirley “Joey” (Wayne)

Wagner.
Funeral service were held Friday,

March 6 in Kranz Funeral Home,
Cass City with Pastor Alfred
Whittaker of Victory Temple Church
of God in Monroe, the Rev. Mark
Fibranz of Living Word Worship
Center, and Pastor Mark Karwowski
of Living Word Worship Center offi-
ciating.  

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for
Mr. Bryant:  Mark Fibranz, Jesse
Rader, Josh Fibranz, Luke
Whittaker, Robert Whittaker and
Jeffrey Whittaker. 

Memorials may be made to Living
Word Worship Center.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

James Morell

James Daniel Morell, 73, of
AuGres, died Sunday, March 1, 2015
after a brief illness at St. Mary’s of
Michigan in Saginaw. 

Jim was born the son of James and
Rose (Shagena) Morell on March 15,
1941 in Argyle, Michigan. 

On November 30, 1968, he married
Dorothy Hulbert in Redford,
Michigan. Together they shared 46
years of marriage and raised three
children.

He proudly served our country in
the Navy from 1961–1965 as a radio
operator.  He was a CFO for Tico
Titanium Company in Wixom for
many years before retiring on July
23, 2008.  He was a member of St.
Mark’s Catholic Church in AuGres.
James was very active in his commu-
nity. He was a 3rd degree member of
the Knights of Columbus, and served
the council as Past Grand Knight. He
also belonged to the Moose Lodge
#1795. 
Every Tuesday Jim would volunteer

his mornings at the Food Pantry for

Nancy Spencer 

Nancy Leigh Spencer, 72, of
Farmington, passed away Jan. 25,
2015.  She was born to Lynn and
Marian Spencer on Oct. 7, 1942 in
Cass City.  

Nancy graduated from Cass City
High School in 1960. Raised on a
farm, she studied agriculture at
Michigan State University and at
Southwest Michigan College, civil
engineering and journalism at
Lansing Community College, and

agricultural economics at the
University of the State of New York.
She completed a CTM from
Toastmasters International and was a
member of the Thumbstatic
Toastmasters.  She retired from the
USDA agricultural marketing serv-
ice where she traveled extensively,
inspected commodities, and reported
economic trends.  Her published
works include three books and sever-
al journal articles. 

Nancy will forever be remembered
by her mother Marian, brothers
Robert and William, sisters Bonnie
and Mary Lou, children James
Gravenmeier and Brian (Suzette)
Perry, grandchildren Sophia,
Sebastian and Natasha Perry, Jessie,
Uncle Alan, Aunt Janet (John)
Pierangelino, and two great grand-
children.  

A memorial will be planned for the
spring in Cass City.  Nancy`s great-
est joy would be for all to plant a
tree.

the benefit of others. He was very
involved in the Second Chance of
Life Program in Westland, Michigan
which is an organization his daugh-
ter-in-law, Shelly Morell started in
2008. This organization was devel-
oped to assist and benefit transplant
patients in Michigan.  Jim had a
heart of gold and was always trying
to find ways to help others. He loved
spending time in his yard and always
making sure it looked nice. Above
all, Jim absolutely adored and cher-
ished his family and the time shared
together.  
Jim is survived by his beloved wife,

Dorothy, and their three children,
Kim and Marty Egler, Shannon
Breznai, and Bryon and Shelly
Morell; siblings Harley, Erdean and
Erma; six grandchildren and one
great grandchild.  

Jim was preceded in death by his
parents and twelve siblings.  A cele-
bration of Jim’s life with military
honors will be held Saturday, March
28 at 11:00 a.m. at St. Mark’s
Catholic Church in AuGres,
Michigan. Visitation will be held
10:00 a.m. until the time of service.  

Condolences maybe shared at
www.bureshfuneralhomes.com.

Arrangements were made by
Buresh Funeral Home of Tawas City.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010

Farm labor laws
focus of upcoming
meet in Bad Axe
Understanding agriculture labor issues and complying with farm labor laws

has become increasingly more difficult due to the changes in the laws and
the number of issues facing farm employers.
The 2015 Bad Axe Ag Labor Meeting, slated for Thursday, March 19, from

8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Franklin Inn in Bad Axe, is designed to assist ag
employers in understanding issues impacting themselves and their employ-
ees.

The event will include an update on labor regulations that impact farms.
The afternoon program will feature “Dairy and Swine Confinement
Facilities: Containing Worker Health and Safety Risks”.

The Workshop will begins with registration and refreshments at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by a welcome by moderator Stan Moore, MSU Extension.  Other
topics will include “I-9 Update and IMAGE presentation” with John Ross
and Todd Ovenhouse, agents with Homeland Security investigations;
“Workforce Development Agency and local Migrant Resource Council
Services” presented by Benita Rendon-Murray, agricultural employment
specialist, Migrant, Immigrant and Seasonal Worker Services Division;
“Recruiting Workers and the H2A program” by Gerardo Aranda and
Feliciano Paredes, state monitor advocates; “Ag Labor Updates – DOL
Compliance Issues on farms and how you can be prepared for audits”, with
Craig Anderson, Agricultural Labor and Safety Services Program, Michigan
Farm Bureau; “On-farm Communication is Critical” presented by Stan
Moore, MSU Extension; and “Affordable Care Act Update” with Adam
Kantrovich, MSU Extension.

The afternoon program will feature farm safety topics, including “Healthy
Herd Management – Worker Health and Safety”, “What is An Agricultural
Safety and Health Management System and Why Do I Need it?”, “MIFACE
Agricultural Update”, “Swine (or Dairy) Herd Management: The Caretaker
Perspective – Hazard Management”, “What a Change in Container
Labeling” and “Local Issues” with Deb Chester, Michigan State University,
and Howard Doss, professor emeritus, Michigan State University.

Lunch will be provided for all paid registered meeting attendees.  The cost
of the workshop is $35 per person.  Contact the MSU Extension office at
(989) 269-9949 for a registration brochure, or you may register on-line at
http://events.anr.msu.edu/aglabor15/.  The registration deadline is Friday,
March 13.

For additional information, contact Stan Moore at (231) 533-8818.

Diabetics could benefit
from NDEP guidelines

More than 29 million Americans
now have diabetes and another 86
million, or more than one in three
adults, have prediabetes.
The American Diabetes Association

estimates the disease costs the coun-
try $245 billion annually. In an effort
to improve care for diabetes, the
Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) is
encouraging the use of the recently
released “National Diabetes
Education Program (NDEP) Guiding
Principles for the Care of People
with or at Risk for Diabetes”, a work
that highlights clinically useful areas
of care.

NDEP describes the purpose of the
guiding principles as assisting with
identification and management of
the disease, self-management sup-
port for patients, physical activity
and blood glucose control, among
other topics. The set of ten guiding
principles was supported by more
than a dozen professional organiza-
tions and federal agencies.
The ten guiding principles focus on:

identifying undiagnosed diabetes
and prediabetes, managing predia-
betes, providing self-management
education and support, providing
individualized nutritional therapy,
encouraging regular physical activi-
ty, controlling blood glucose, reduc-
ing cardiovascular risk (including
blood pressure control and tobacco
use cessation), detecting and moni-

toring microvascular complications,
considering special populations, and
providing patient-centered diabetes
care.

Each principle is described more
fully in the document, which is avail-
able to download from the NDEP
website at
http://ndep.nih.gov/media/Guiding_
Principles_508.pdf.

In Michigan, about one in 10 adults
has diabetes, and another 250,000
Michigan adults are thought to have
diabetes that has not yet been diag-
nosed.

Diabetes Self-Management
Education (DSME), available
through 90 MDCH certified pro-
grams, addresses the topics present-
ed in the guiding principles and
assists people with or at risk for dia-
betes in developing plans for manag-
ing their condition long-term. The
certified DSME programs served
over 31,500 people in Michigan
between October 1, 2013, and
September 30, 2014.

DSME programs are certified for
quality purposes based on the
National Standards for Diabetes
Self-Management Education and
Support.

To find the certified DSME pro-
gram closest to you, please visit
http://www.michigan.gov/mdch/0,16
07,7-132-2940_2955_2980-13791—
,00.html or contact Dawn Crane at
craned@michigan.gov.
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  Greater Thumb Conference 
       East Girls Basketball  
     2014-15 All Conference 
                              FIRST TEAM 

Brooke Krueger  Sandusky Senior 

Keegan Nelson  Sandusky Senior 

Jessica Kursinsky Sandusky Sophomore 

MacKenzie Kelly Marlette Senior 

Haley Cross  Marlette Junior  

Skye Willer  Brown City Senior 

Emily Pawlowski Harbor Beach Senior 

                             SECOND TEAM 

Emily Schaub  Marlette Freshman 

Caitlin Quade  Marlette Sophomore 

Kristie Wheeler  Brown City Senior 

Lorin Gierman  Brown City Senior 

Jamie Weber  Harbor Beach Senior 

Hanna Drake  Ubly  Senior 

                           Honorable Mention 

Haley Nelson  Sandusky Freshman 

Grace Kozfkay  Harbor Beach Junior 

Jade Wolschleger Harbor Beach  Senior 

Mikaela Pfaff  Harbor Beach Senior 

Shanae Woolner Ubly  Senior 

Madison Glaza  Ubly  Junior 

Jenna Lesch  Memphis Sophomore 
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Roger Pohlod
5963 State St., Kingston, MI 48741

Office: 989-683-8888
Cell Phone: 989-551-0505

AUCTIONEERING

Realty Co.

����
���

�	���
�������LG, Maytag, Crosley
Appliances & Service
Guns & Ammunition

Tim Barden
Owner

PH. (989) 683-2505
3499 WASHINGTON ST.
KINGSTON, MI 48741

Barden’s 
Hardware Inc.

Since
1924
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Local church to host police chaplain 

Kavouras ministered at the Twin
Tower, Pennsylvania crash sites

The Rev. Dean Kavouras, an FBI
and police chaplain who ministered
to rescue workers at the Sept. 11
Pennsylvania and Twin Tower crash
sites, will be the guest preacher at
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in
Cass City Sunday, March 15.
The services will begin at 9:30 a.m.,

and Kavouras will also speak during
the Bible study hour at 10:45 a.m.
All are welcome to attend.

“When the 9/11 attacks happened,

Rev. Kavouras was called to the
Pennsylvania crash site as a first
responder,” said Rev. Steve Bagnall,
pastor at Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church. “In the midst of death and
destruction, as rescue workers con-
tinued to pull bodies from the wreck-
age, Rev. Kavouras was there as the
voice of God in their suffering.”
After serving for a few weeks at the

Pennsylvania crash site, Kavouras
continued to the New York City site,

where he led church services for the
workers, prayed with the people and
listened to rescue workers suffering
under great emotional burdens.

For the past year, Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church has been support-
ing his chaplaincy work in
Cleveland, Ohio, where he ministers
to police and fire fighters.

“I can be called at any time of the
day or night, 365 days a year, to offer
counsel, ministry, consolation, guid-
ance and prayers for members of the
safety forces,” Kavouras said. “It
may be a member who is injured in
the line of duty, or it may be a criti-
cal incident of such ghastly nature
that it overwhelms a person’s normal
ability to cope. On occasion the safe-
ty forces members will ask me to
offer prayers to victims and witness-
es of crimes, and other terrible
events.

“In all these cases I impart the one
thing that can make a difference, and
set a person on the right healing
path: the life-giving Word of God,”
he added. “I make much use of the
Scriptures, and the prayers and
hymns of the church. These have a
mighty effect on people in dire cir-
cumstances.”

Over the past few years, Kavouras
has been called to crime scenes
where children have been shot, to
homes burned to the ground, and
even to the site where the three
Cleveland girls who were kidnapped
10 years ago emerged from their cap-
tor’s home.

“It is hard to describe what we ask
these safety forces members to do
for us,” he said. “This ministry is a
way of showing our support and say-
ing thank you. In truth, many police
and fire fighters have no one to look
up to.
“They know humanity too well. But

they do look to the clergy for guid-
ance, and for satisfying answers to
questions that no one else can give.”

The Rev. Dean Kavouras

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Do you need 
     your DOT Physical?
Come see one of our DOT Certified Nurse 
Practitioners located in Cass City, Kingston & Ubly!

Beth
Paling
Family 
Healthcare of 
Cass City 
989-872-2410
Kingston 
Family Practice 
989-683-8065

Angie
Weber
Ubly Medical 
Clinic 
989-658-9191

Angela
Zaucha
Cass City Family 
Practice 
989-872-8303

Darcy
Schlund
Ubly Medical 
Clinic 
989-658-9191
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The Kiwanis Club of Caro is gearing up to present “Back Home 2015”, a
concert featuring home-grown artists for an evening of music Saturday,
March 28, at 7 p.m. at Colwood Church.
The event will highlight the talents of Megan Tibbits, a 2014 contestant on

the nationally-aired ABC reality show, “Rising Star”.  Tibbits was named
“Female Singer/Songwriter of the year for 2013” by the LA Music Awards.
Tibbits is originally from Caro, she’s a past Caro Junior Citizen of the Year,

and now resides in the Los Angeles, Calif., area where she is pursuing a
career in the music industry.

Kicking off the evening concert will be a young group of musicians mak-
ing up a new band going by the name of ORAC. The members are Delia
Kowanowski, Jerzy Kowanowski, Tim Millerov and Jared Ewald.
Another performer from Caro who will be joining the line-up is Ben Childs,

a freshman at Caro High School who will be sharing his vocal talents while
accompanying himself on guitar.

To complete the evening, the spotlight will then focus on Tibbits who will
once again entertain the crowd with a mixture of her own songs and cover
songs.  Tibbits has been a big supporter of the Kiwanis Club and the entire
Caro area with her performances.

Colwood Church is located at 1840 Colwood Rd., Caro (two miles north-
east of Caro at the corner of M-81 and Colwood Road).  The doors will open
at 6:30 p.m. for this 7:00 p.m. event. Ticket prices are $12 for adults and $6
for anyone 17 and younger, if purchased in advance. Tickets purchased at the
door will be $15 for adults and $9 for youth. Tickets may be purchased from
any Kiwanis member or by contacting Tammie Kosters, choir director, Caro
High School.

The area Kiwanis Club focuses on making a difference in the lives of chil-
dren throughout Tuscola County. In 2014 alone, the organization awarded
nine college scholarships to seniors from around the county, bringing the
total of scholarships awarded to more than 50 in the 11 years since the chap-
ter was chartered.

Proceeds from the upcoming concert will go to help fund scholarships
along with many other programs sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Caro.

Megan Tibbits headlining
“Back Home 2015” concert


