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STUDENTS IN RUSS Weyer’s animal science class at Cass City Junior-Senior High

School will be taking part in the “Meating the Need for Our Village” project by raising

animals in the Cass City Ag Learning Lab.  Pictured above are (front row, from left)

Weyer, Ben Bootz, Alliah Riddle, Ryan Schmidt, Addy Battel (junior high FFA mem-

ber), (back row, left) Tabitha Krueger, Eric Guinther, Alex Naegele, Adam Michalski,

Amber Powell and Sophia Romain.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Future Farmers of America (FFA) Chapter will be hosting its district
leadership contests today (Wednesday) at the junior-senior high school.

“Students in the National FFA organization will be competing in demonstration,
public speaking, creed speaking, agriculture issues forum, parliamentary procedure,
job interview, and conduct of meeting contests,” explained Russ Weyer, Cass City’s
agriscience teacher and FFA chapter advisor.

Cass City students will be testing their skills against competitors from the Sanilac
Career Center, Ubly High School, Tuscola Technology Center and Bay Arenac
Career Center.

“The event requires judges, time keepers, room monitors and chairs to make sure
(everything) goes smoothly.  Districts requires the use of many of the classrooms at
the high school,” Weyer explained.  “Students have been working on getting people
around to assist with this project.

“Classrooms need to be used as ‘holding rooms’ and contest rooms,” he said.
“Students who are competing need to stay in their holding rooms until the chair of
the contest removes them when it is their turn to compete.”

The top two students in each category move onto compete at regionals, and then
the top two regional winners go on to state competition.

“Students have been working hard…and are excited to compete.  District (events)
are pretty competitive, but students enjoy meeting the (other) students,” said Weyer,
who hails from Romeo, where he grew up helping his parents with their 33-acre
swine and beef operation.  Weyer took over the Cass City Agriscience Program in
the spring of 2013.    

Cass City FFA Chapter
set to host districts today

Ready to meat the need
With a $2,500 grant secured, Cass City FFAers are...

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Members of the Cass City Junior-
Senior High Future Farmers of America
(FFA) are learning how to put food on
the table, but they’re also putting their
knowledge to work by “meating” a very
real need in the community.

The Cass City FFA Chapter has been
awarded $2,500 as part of the FFA:
Food For All program, which provides
grant money to local FFA chapters to
support year-long service-learning proj-
ects that address local hunger needs.

The Cass City FFA plans to help fight
hunger by raising a pig and 210 chick-
ens, then donating more than 1,100
pounds of processed meat to local low-
income families who visit the Revive
Ministries food pantry. Their project is
dubbed “Meating the Need for Our
Village”.

Students will also create a video to be
shown at each food distribution about
safe meat handling and cooking. They
will create brochures with recipes and
tips for stretching the meat over multi-
ple meals. Families who receive the
meat will each receive a meat ther-
mometer if they don’t already have one,

protein,” she said.  “Rather than reinvent
the wheel, they talked with Brooke
Mallory from Revive Ministries, which
already does a good job reaching out to
Cass City families in need.

“Mr. Weyer talked with the school food
service director about just how many kids
in the school are eligible for free and
reduced lunch, which indicates the food
insecurity problem in the whole commu-
nity,” Battel added.

Parents of FFA members got involved,
including Battel and Healy, Tami
Daskam and Debra Auten.

“We met together with our kids in
November to talk about what they could
do about hunger if they were to get the
grant.  The kids were enthusiastic and
had good ideas,” Battel recalled.

“I think I can speak for all of our fami-
lies when I say that our hearts are bigger
than our wallets; we give to charity as we
can, but we wish we could do more,” she
said.  “We hit upon the idea that our kids
do a great job raising meat animals
already, and that our families are glad to
provide barn space, transportation and
supervision for them to raise more live-
stock and poultry specifically to donate
to the Revive food pantry.
“The kids indicated they were glad to do

the extra work — something about work-
ing alongside friends making it much
more fun -– (and) Mr. Weyer is glad to
provide guidance.  In addition to being
the FFA advisor and agriscience teacher,
he was an FFA member himself as a kid
and a farm boy who knows just about
everything about raising hogs,” Battel
continued.  “He will have his high school
agriscience students raise animals in the
ag barn at school for this project.”

As it stands now, 100 chickens will be
raised by agriscience students at school
in the fall.  Addy Battel and Ethan Healy
will raise 60 chickens at the Battels’ place
at the same time, and Pearl Daskam will
raise 50 chickens at her place in the
spring.    In addition, Addy will be getting
a piglet soon to finish out by late summer,
according to Battel, who said altogether,
the youth will be donating 1,100 pounds
of meat — more than 200,000 grams of
protein.

“One of the goals of the National FFA
Food for All grant project is not just to
‘give a man a fish’, but to ‘teach a man to
fish’,” Battel said.  “With that in mind,
educational outreach is part of the proj-
ect. The FFA members have already con-
tacted food and nutrition experts with
Michigan State University Extension
about how to safely handle and cook pork
and chicken. The FFA members will use

so they can properly cook the meat to the
correct temperature.
“I was a little surprised (we received the

grant), but I know with the wording in the
grant, that if we had an intention of help-
ing our community, we could get it,”
commented Russ Weyer, who took over
the Cass City Agriscience Program as
well as providing local FFA leadership in
May 2013.  Weyer has about 30 high
school students involved in FFA, plus
five younger students who joined when
the local instructor established a junior
high program.

Weyer noted the parents of two of those
students, Sue and Bob Battel and Cathy
and Jeff Healy, will be playing key roles
in the “Meating the Need for Our
Village” project.

According to Sue Battel, adults were
able to help put the proposal into words,
but the kids had to decide what they were
willing to do and come up with a novel
idea. All the boots-on-the-ground work is
going to be done by FFA members.

“We talked with the kids about the fact
that people right here in Cass City strug-
gle with food insecurity, that it gets even
more difficult for low-income families to
get food with Erla’s closed, and the fact
that one of the greatest needs is healthy

Please turn to page 8.

Ferris scholarship
honors memory
of longtime Cass
City pharmacist

Sanilac Co. woman
charged in double
fatal traffic crash

Independent Bank plans
to close three branches
in Thumb communities

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The suspect in a double fatal traffic crash Oct. 28 in
Sanilac County was arrested and charged in the case last
week.

Laken Williams, 21, Lexington, was arraigned in
Sanilac County District Court on two counts of reckless
driving – causing death, a 15-
year felony; falsely reporting a
felony, and lying to a peace offi-
cer.

Williams remains lodged in the
Sanilac County Jail on a $50,000
cash bond.

The high-speed roll-over acci-
dent occurred on Roach Road,
west of Croswell Road in
Lexington Township, and
claimed the lives of 18-year-old
Dakota A. Moore of Applegate
and 17-year-old Danielle N. Torrez of Croswell.

Sheriff’s deputies noted the vehicle involved rolled
over several times, ejecting both victims, who were pro-
nounced dead at the scene.  Investigators said speed was
believed to be a factor in the crash.
The then-20-year-old Williams, who originally claimed

to be a passenger, was the only survivor.
“I am glad that, with these charges, the families can

begin to find closure, and for people to realize there are
consequences for their actions,” Sanilac County Sheriff
Garry Biniecki commented.

Laken Williams

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Independent Bank officials recently announced plans to
close six branch offices, including three in the Thumb,
this spring in conjunction with a branch consolidation
approved by the company’s board of directors.
The branches slated to close include those in Kingston,

Ubly and Unionville, which will be consolidated with
the Marlette, Bad Axe and Sebewaing branches, respec-
tively.  Also selected to close were Independent Bank’s
Bay City Broadway branch along with locations in
Croton in Newaygo County and Vermontville in Eaton
County.

Please turn to page 8.

Tom and Elaine Proctor

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

For the Tom Proctor family, Ferris State University
(FSU) provided a high-quality education as well as
opportunities for community involvement and extracur-
ricular activities.  It’s also where two generations of
Proctors met the loves of their lives.

With four proud Ferris alumni and a tradition of help-
ing young people, the Proctor Family Endowment
Scholarship was established.

The late Tom Proctor, a longtime Cass City resident
and businessman who owned the former Old Wood
Drug (now part of Coach Light Pharmacy at the corner
of Main and Seeger streets), was a 1958 FSU pharmacy
graduate, while his wife, Elaine (Burgess), earned her
degree the same year from the FSU College of Business.
The couple’s son, Kurt, and his wife, Sally (Smith), are
both 1984 graduates of the FSU College of Pharmacy.
According to Kurt, the family’s scholarship is based on

financial need and will benefit full-time Ferris graduate
students pursuing a pharmacy career.

“We, as a family, wanted to help students,” said Kurt,
noting how important that was to his father.  “We know
the financial burden that pharmacy school is.”

During his time at Ferris, Kurt was very active in aca-
demic endeavors and extracurricular activities.  He was
president of the student American Pharmaceutical
Association and represented Ferris on the American
Association of Pharmacy Colleges.  His efforts were
rewarded with the Victor F. Spathelf Leadership Award
during his senior year.

“One of the things I loved about Ferris was all of the
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Owen-Gage announces Students of the Month
The focus for Owen-Gage’s stu-

dents of the month for January is
being a ‘Responsible Learner’.  A
student who is a responsible learner
is a self-directed learner who appre-
ciates education.  He or she is inter-

ested in continuing their education
and establishing life-long learning
habits.  The student also feels they

have a community and global
responsibility.    

The following students have been
chosen: Emily Schultz, fourth grade
(elementary level), daughter of
Christy Schultz; Carley Haldane,
seventh grade (junior high level),
daughter of Robert and Patty
Haldane: Natasha Dubs, ninth grade
(high school level), daughter of
Andrea Gergely and Joseph Dubs;
and Rachel Mroz, twelfth grade
(senior student), daughter of Richard

and Kathy Mroz.
Special recognition goes to the

“Senior Student of the Month”,
Rachel Mroz.  Rachel has been very
active in sports and has received sev-
eral sports awards throughout high
school.  She has been a member of
the volleyball, basketball and soft-
ball teams all four years.  Rachel has
also been a member of the Owen-
Gage Band all four years in which
she currently plays the tenor sax.
She has also been a band officer the
past three years.

Academically, Rachel has been on
the honor roll and a member of the
3.0 Honors Club each year. She was
inducted into the Owen-Gage
Chapter of the National Honor
Society as a sophomore.  She served
as the chapter’s treasurer her junior
year and as a senior serves as the his-
torian.    

Rachel has taken dual-enrollment
classes through Mid-Michigan
Community College at the Huron
Area Technical Center the past two
years.    

Rachel was the Student Council
treasurer as a sophomore, vice presi-
dent as a junior, and is this year’s
president.  As a freshman, Rachel
was a homecoming representative

for her class and served as class pres-
ident.  She has been the class vice
president the past three years.  She
was a member of the prom commit-
tee her junior year.  Rachel was cho-
sen as the 2014 Homecoming Queen

this year.  She has also served as a
representative of Owen-Gage for the

Youth Advisory Council (Y.A.C.)
each year.  

Rachel plans to attend Michigan
State University in the fall to study
pre-med.

Emily Schultz

Carley Haldane

Natasha Dubs

Rachel Mroz

John Ballard of Cass City was
recently named to the fall semester
dean’s list at the Ferris State
University College of Health
Professions.

To be named to the dean’s list, stu-
dents must earn a minimum 3.5
grade point average for the semester.

Ballard, a 2013 Cass City High
School graduate, is the son of Anne
and Steve Ballard, Cass City.

Ballard named 
to dean’s list

John Ballard

Kurt and Ashleigh Hanby of Argos,
Ind. announce the birth of their
daughter Keely Ann Hanby. 
Keely was born November 28, 2014

at 10:37 a.m. in Plymouth, Ind. She
weighed 9 lbs. 2 oz. and was 20 1/2
inches long. 

She was welcomed home by many
proud aunts and uncles: Eric (Susan)
Hanby, Brad (Sarah) Hanby, Kyle
Hanby, Alli (Caleb) Overfelt; and the
family dog Bella. 

Keely’s grandparents are Jim and
Rita Hanby of Cass City and Jill
Finly of Plymouth, Ind. Her great-
grandparents are Wayne and Evelyn
Whittaker of Cass City and Barb and
the late Don Hanby of Cass City. 

Keely Hanby

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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Accountability still

important in state
When it comes to accountability, elected leaders

are common targets of criticism – well deserved in
many cases – but it’s important to recognize, too,
when they back up their stated support of trans-
parency in government with more than lip service.
That’s why we’re joining with the Michigan Press

Association (MPA) in recognizing Gov. Rick
Snyder’s signing of a bill that addresses two key
issues in utilizing the state’s Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA): cost and delays.
Snyder recently signed into law HB 4001, provid-

ing for the most significant reform of the Michigan
FOIA since it was originally written nearly 40
years ago.

“A government for the people must also be
accountable to its people,” Snyder said.  “It’s
vitally important that state government be trans-
parent and that residents have access to the infor-
mation they need.”

House Bill 4001 eliminates some of the potential
hurdles faced by those looking for records through
the Michigan FOIA, including setting fee limits,
establishing an appeals process for fees and creat-
ing procedures for responding to and declining
FOIA requests.

MPA officials say they believe the reforms will be
helpful in providing a more consistent cost struc-
ture and more accountability from government by
requiring itemization of costs when billing to fill a
request.  The reforms also provide consequences
for entities that don’t respond in a timely manner
by requiring that they lower the fees they charge by
five percent for every day the request isn’t filled –
up to 50 percent.

The reforms are important because, while many
residents see the FOIA as a tool meant exclusively
for journalists trying to access public records, the
law is meant to benefit all citizens.

The Michigan FOIA, enacted in 1977, is a series
of laws designed to guarantee that the PUBLIC
has access to public records of government bodies
at all levels in the state.  Citizens – journalists
included – who ask for public records are not
required to justify their requests.

Records are defined as a writing which encom-
passes handwriting, typing, printing, photography,
photocopying, and every other means of recording,
including letters, words, pictures, sounds or sym-
bols, or combinations thereof, or other means of
recording or retaining meaningful content pre-
pared, owned, used, in the possession of or
retained by a public body in the performance of an
official function.

The latest reforms to the Michigan FOIA are not
only designed to reduce unnecessary red tape and
delays, they also serve as a reminder that access to
public information is a right held by the people.

“These reforms…also make it clear that we in
government are working on behalf of our residents,
who should not be discouraged from learning
about how that government is serving them,”
Snyder said.

We couldn’t agree more, governor.

It’s the time of year when the term “F-word” takes on
a whole new meaning. Especially if, like me, you reside
in a home with a bunch of football fanatics. 
For most of the season, their fervor doesn’t impact me.

I leave them to their games on the big screen (with
booming surround sound) and find myself a nice crime
or home improvement show on the small TV upstairs.
(Or maybe take a nap.)

It’s not that I don’t understand or appreciate football.
I do. I can provide an audible definition for terms like
false start, face mask and flea flicker. I know a first
down is better than a fourth down, but not as good as a
touchdown, and they call it the line of scrimmage for a
reason. I am familiar with the yellow hanky (which is
not used for blowing one’s nose) and know the final
two minutes of the game can last as long as the entire
first half. At least it seems that way.

Football 101 – I’ve got it hands down. However,
understanding and being a devoted follower of a sport
are two different things. For 11 out of 12 diehard fans,
my brutal honesty may be deflating. Please don’t tack-
le me. I’m sorry. I can’t help the candor – or the bad
jokes.
There are just too many games, too many quarterbacks

and too many team balls to keep straight during the reg-
ular season. I prefer a simpler approach, which involves
watching and paying attention to pro football once the
really good commercials start airing – a couple of
weeks before the Super Bowl, or in technical football
terms, during playoffs. 
What’s not to love about a clever and well-crafted 30-

second ad that costs millions? A bigwig over at Nielson

ratings said that close to 50 percent of viewers are as
interested in the Super Bowl commercials as the game
itself. I’m not the only person who acknowledges there
are few things in life as cute and cuddly as a Clydesdale
– and the only real question is how they plan to tug at our
heartstrings this year. (Can’t wait!)

Besides savoring the commercials like they are nacho
cheese chips, I like to announce the team I’m rooting for.
I decide during warm-ups and base it on uniforms – or
more specifically which team is wearing the flashiest,
splashiest colors. I also provide nonstop, insightful and
delightful commentary during important plays, which is
unappreciated by my husband and sons. My utter disre-
gard for “the game” drives them crazy, and that’s mostly
why I do it. They should be grateful for my presence at
the biggest competition of the year. Things could be
worse; I could be in attendance the entire season. I hope
they appreciate that. 

Despite my more than adequate grasp of the rules of the
sport where men basically try to pummel one another
over a piece of leather, I don’t get a ton of football
respect. 

My boys fail to comprehend my sportalistic abilities.
When I challenge their opinions, they remind me that
sports is my worst category in Trivia Crack. Then they go
on to recite facts and figures regarding every Super Bowl
winner from 1995 to present without having to look it up
on the Google. They watch not only professional football,
but all the college games, and know which players will
likely be drafted in each round by whatever team next
spring – or at least they know enough to argue about it
incessantly. Their statistics could fill a stadium and they
consider me something less than a football rookie.
Perhaps I am. But that could change. I might develop an

undeniable passion for the gridiron and be found on any
given Sunday in front of the big TV wearing my favorite
team jersey, spouting statistics while armed with expert
awareness and comprehension regarding which teams are
playing, current standings and who’s leading the league in
rushing, passing, interceptions and tackles. It’s possible.
Yeah, sure it is. When pigskin flies.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcome having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 

Local resident Norma Wallace needs help. She says
there is a tiny, light brown, dog - either a Chihuahua or
very small terrier - that doesn’t seem to have a home.
He’s been seen all over town but nobody seems to know
who he belongs to.  It’s really sad to see him out and
about now with all this deep snow.  I tried to offer him
some treats but he ran away frightened.  He has no collar
or ID.  If you can make people aware, maybe he’ll find
his way home.

Let’s hope this blurb helps.

**********

The Cass City Athletic Boosters’ auction is coming once
again. The event will be held Friday, February 27th dur-
ing the boys’ basketball game. 
Any items donated to support our fundraising efforts will

be appreciated, says club member Paula Potter, who
stresses all proceeds will be used to benefit Cass City’s
Junior and Senior athletic programs.

Donated items may be dropped off at Healthcare at
Home, 6450 Main Street, Cass City. For more informa-
tion, or to schedule a pick-up, call Potter at 989-545-
0182. 

**********

Ubly Heights Golf & Country Club will host this year’s
Thumb Area Brach QDMA Banquet on February 28th.
The annual dinner will help ensure the future of white tail
deer in the Thumb and will feature speaker Dr. Craig
Harper of the University of Tennessee.
Tickets are $50 for singles and $70 per couple. Call Paul

Plantinga at 586-215-9678 with any questions.

**********

The Michigan Department of Community Health
(MDCH), Office of Recovery Oriented Systems of Care
(OROSC), recently reported that a statewide survey dur-
ing 2014 indicates 82 percent of retailers did not sell
tobacco products to youth under age 18.

This is the eighth consecutive year Michigan vendors
have been in compliance with the federal minimum rate
of 80 percent, though unfortunately, the survey shows
that the retailer violation rate has increased to 18 percent
over the last two years.

“While we are pleased that our vendors consistently
meet the federal minimum, seeing more retailers violate
our tobacco laws by selling to minors is concerning,” said
Nick Lyon, director of the MDCH.  “This survey provides
an annual opportunity for us to refocus our efforts to edu-
cate vendors about proper tobacco retail procedures, and
we plan to do just that.”

In 2012, Michigan’s retailer violation rate was 10.6 per-
cent and now, in 2014, 18 percent of retailers violated the
law.
By law, all states and territories must conduct the survey

using a scientific random sample study protocol,
approved by the federal Center for Substance Abuse
Prevention, and must demonstrate that its tobacco vendor
compliance meets or exceeds the federal minimum com-
pliance rate of 80 percent.

States that fall below the 80 percent minimum compli-
ance rate are subject to a penalty of 40 percent from their
federal Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block
Grant funding. For Michigan, this could be up to $2.2
million.

In the winter of 2014, the statewide Annual Synar
Buying Survey was conducted, with a sample of 552 from
9,870 establishments, to measure the rate of illegal sales
of tobacco to Michigan youth. The survey involves visit-
ing randomly selected outlets that sell tobacco products,
either over-the-counter or through vending machines.

A youth inspector will enter the outlet, attempt to make
a tobacco purchase, and record the results. An adult chap-
erone drives the youth inspectors and oversees the pur-
chase attempts.

In light of increased violations during 2014, Michigan
will boost education outreach from a minimum number of
contacts to cover 100 percent of all establishments known
to sell tobacco. An online education opportunity, with a
certificated test option will be available free of charge to
businesses to reinforce education of their staff, avoid
fines, and safeguard the public.

Dear editor,
I am writing to encourage the voters of Tuscola

County to vote “yes” Tuesday, Feb. 24, for the millage
for Tuscola County Economic Development
Corporation (TEDC).

I wasn’t aware of their work until recently when I
found that the Tuscola EDC had provided our commu-
nities with hundreds of thousands of dollars to improve
infrastructures.  My own community most likely would
have suffered serious problems without the upgrades in
water treatment for arsenic and for improved waste
drainage at our lagoons.

TEDC has provided substantial funding for parks, rail
trails, water treatment facilities, street beautification,
and many other projects.

Every community in Tuscola County could have the
benefit of a board of professionals encouraging munic-
ipalities and private businesses with valuable assets
when needed. Become familiar with their work and you
will find that this is not politics, but forward thinking
for the growth in jobs and improvement of our area.
Most of what they provide could not have been received
from the county or the cities or villages.
The TEDC board is not a government entity. It consists

of business professionals who care about the county
they work and live in.  They assist with grant writing,
and a variety of planning, often for no cost. Their cher-
ished work is largely volunteer and yet is taken as seri-
ously as if it were their own business. 

Financial cuts from the state and county will seriously
hurt the scope of the work that TEDC wants to do in our
county.  Therefore TEDC is asking the voters of
Tuscola County to approve two-tenths of a mill. That is
about $10 to $20 per year for most taxpayers.

Get to know the important work done by TEDC and
you will gladly vote yes for their request on Feb. 24.

Pete Crawford, pastor
Millington United Methodist Church

Support the millage
for TEDC this month

Dear Mr. Montgomery,

A brief article sometime back regarding Sally
McGrath, who returned to Cass City after several years
of being away, elicited nostalgia regarding her grand-
mother who, like myself, lived in an apartment over the
then-Townsend’s Dime Store during World War II
years.
At a very tender age, my sisters and I were welcomed

to visit her in her apartment periodically, when she
would have us sit at her table and await fresh home-
made bread right out of her oven, and sip cups of steam-
ing hot chocolate – all this with the prerequisite folded
hands and grace beforehand.

Her kindness knew no bounds.  She even suffered me
to learn to play a charming song on her organ…recol-
lecting a forget-me-not flower and its plea not to be for-
gotten.  The tune still resides in my head, but alas, not
the words which reside in my heart.

In these days of extraordinary busyness, reflective
moments like these are truly a blessing, and this one
cherishes the memories of those occasions.  Like the
forget-me-not tune, Sally’s grandmother is not forgot-
ten.
Sincerely,
J. Lottridge
Madison, Wis.

Reflective moments
like these a blessing
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Dennis S. Miller, 36, Millington,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his plea of no contest to
carrying a concealed weapon Sept.
12 in Koylton Township.

He was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $798 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Isable S. Delacruz, 44, Caro, was
sentenced to 90 days in the county
jail, with work release, following his
plea of guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by failing
to register and/or verify his registra-

tion address last June in Almer
Township.

He was also placed on 24 months
probation and ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $2,698 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Trent R. Darling, 52, Fairgrove,
was sentenced to 365 days in jail (90
days deferred) and 24 months proba-
tion following his plea of guilty to
attempted larceny of property valued
at $1,000 to $20,000 July 23 in Caro.
He was also convicted of being an
habitual offender (three or more
prior felony convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-

ing $798 plus restitution of $530.77
and attorneys fees of $500.

*Shannon M. Diericks, 38, Caro,
was sentenced to 78 days in jail and
12 months probation following her
plea of guilty to possession of mari-
juana, subsequent offense, Oct. 10 in
Caro.

She was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $548 plus attor-
neys fees of $250.
*Chad W. Germain, 33, Vassar, was

ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $1,198 plus attorneys fees of
$500 following his conviction on a
charge of possession of marijuana,
second offense, May 23 in Vassar.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A contaminated kerosene tank at a
Huron County gas station-conven-
ience store led to several tense hours
for store officials and law enforce-
ment agencies last week as they
worked to track down customers
who had purchased the fuel, which
had been inadvertently mixed with
gasoline.

Officials were eventually able to
account for all of the tainted fuel
sold, but not before the hazardous
mix contributed to at least one explo-
sion that damaged a room inside a
home Friday morning.
“Our Office, as well as the Bad Axe

Area Fire Department and Huron
County Emergency Management,
responded to the Bad Axe Mini
Market on N. Van Dyke in Colfax

One explosion confirmed after
gas mixed in kerosene supply

Twp., to investigate a report of possi-
ble contaminated kerosene,” Huron
County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson ini-
tially reported Thursday morning.

“It was determined that gasoline
was accidentally put into their
kerosene storage tank last Tuesday
(Jan. 27) by their supplier,” he
added.  “It appears the mixture is
approximately 25 percent gasoline to
75 percent kerosene. Nonetheless,
that mixture is hazardous to auxiliary
heating units or anything kerosene is
intended for.”

At the time, Hanson noted, store
employees were using receipts,
memory and video footage to identi-
fy customers who had purchased the
tainted kerosene.  Nearly 70 gallons
were unaccounted for and special
attempts were being made to contact
possible customers.

Hanson reported Friday that all of

the fuel had been tracked down, and
that the remaining tainted kerosene
at the business had been removed
from the storage tank and replaced
with fresh kerosene.

“As for incidents that occurred from
the hazardous mixture, one was offi-
cially reported that occurred
(Thursday morning),” he said.  “It
occurred at approximately 7:40 a.m.,
when an explosion took place in a
Hume Township home, causing
damage to a room and to the heater
itself.  It also resulted in the home-
owner being admitted into the hospi-
tal for smoke inhalation concerns.

“We also heard of two other uncon-
firmed incidents, which involved a
possible small fire in a residence and
a torpedo heater in a shed or garage
(that), malfunctioned as the result of
the tainted fuel,” the sheriff added.
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Pastor’s Corner

God’s protection and promises are still here today
I really like the story of “Job” in the

Bible. I heard it as a child in Sunday
school and Jr. church from some
wonderful ladies who taught us. I
appreciate them to this day. Some of
them are still living and some have
entered into Heaven, but each one
left me with an inheritance, and now
I pass this (inheritance) lesson on to
you. 

Recently while reading a book, I
noticed a verse in it from the book of
“Job” chapter 1, verse 10. It was
actually Satan talking (whining) to
God about Job. He said, “Have you
not put a hedge about him and his
house and all that he has on every
side? You have conferred prosperity
and happiness upon him in the work
of his hands, and his possessions

have increased in the land”.
There is a great story to be read

here, but that verse stood out to me.
It made me think of what you and I
have, what we have “in Christ”!
Psalms 91:2 says, “I will say of the
Lord, He is my refuge and fortress,
my God; on Him I lean and rely, and
in Him (confidently) trust! These
verses made me think of some exam-
ples about God’s hedge of protection
in my life and my family line. My
dad’s cousin has a son Brian who
was a West Point graduate, now
retired. He was in the Pentagon on
Sept. 11, 2001. He put his keys and
wallet on his desk and went down-
stairs to the locker room to put on his
uniform. While he was there, the
pentagon was crashed into by the ter-

rorist’s airplane. He was protected!
He did receive his wallet back
(burned and aged) a few years after. 

I also have a Great, Great Grandpa
Peter Maxwell who volunteered for
the Civil War. He wrote many letters
home to Great, Great Grandma
Elizabeth and to this day our family
treasures copies of them. He talks
about many interesting things, for
instance, seeing Abraham Lincoln on
a black horse in front of the troops.
Grandpa Peter was a cook and a
guard. One night he was delivering
coffee and boiled beef over a mile
away to the men and when he came
back, those in his company were
shot. He told Grandma, “I feel as
though I have been favored”. He was
protected. 

Now, one of my personal stories is,
growing up over the years my par-
ents traveled with us 3 kids in the
back seat of a car to 43 states and 2
countries Canada and Mexico. We
were never in an accident and only 1
time do I remember daddy having
car trouble and he found it and took
it to a gas station to get it fixed. We
were protected. 

God’s protection, his promises are
still for today. The Bible says, 1
Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful (reli-
able, trustworthy and therefore ever
true to His promise, and He can be
depended on): by Him you were
called into companionship and par-
ticipation with His Son Jesus Christ
our Lord. Call on Him today and be
in His “Protection Program”. 

Crystal K. Wagner
Assistant Pastor

Anchor Cove Outreach Church
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Where’s Elmer Fudd

when you need him?

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A little of this and that from the corner of Oak and Main streets – edi-
tor style.

When we moved “out to the country” last fall, I was warned repeated-
ly by folks that know about my passion for gardening that wildlife of all
sorts will be converging on my place with a vengeance, so I had better
make plans to install a fence or give up the idea of growing my own veg-
gies altogether.

I’m starting to think they were right, although I’m not sold yet on the
necessity of a fence.
I’ve actually enjoyed seeing all sorts of wildlife – deer, turkeys, fox, etc.

But I have to admit I’m a bit concerned every time I pull into my wind-
ing driveway and see no fewer than eight or 10 cottontails bounding in
all directions.  They’re everywhere, and they appear to think I’ve invad-
ed their turf.     
I could swear a couple of the little varmints give me a dirty look as they

hop away in no particular hurry.
That’s okay, but if they think they’re going to get in the way of my next

victory garden, they’ve got another think coming, and it’s going to be
packaged in a plastic casing filled with No. 6 shot. 

In other words, this is war – er, wabbit season.
Where’s Elmer Fudd when you need him?

*******

Speaking of home, I was rather disappointed when we learned our fire-
place had been modified to the point where it was good for little more
than decoration.

I’ve always wanted a fireplace and I figured this was a dream come
true.  At first it looked more like a nightmare, but Cass City businessman
Dan Allen – considered to be among the top fireplace men in the state –
guided my wife and I through the process of deciding how to turn our
useless fireplace into something we could really enjoy.

The process involved two things I really don’t care for: We had to be
patient – Dan’s a stickler for detail and he doesn’t leave anything to
chance — and it wasn’t cheap.

But in the end it was worth it, and we have every confidence the crew
from Dan’s Power and Stove installed an insert and stack that will give
us years of safe, enjoyable heat in our den.

Given my passion for campfires, I’m feeling like a kid on Christmas
morning these days.  Just think – I can have a fire inside anytime I like.

Well, you know, without burning a big hole in the middle of the floor
again.

*******

I’m convinced the folks I hear complaining about this winter weather
have serious issues with their short-term memories.  Personally, I’m
turning a deaf ear to that sort of whining because: 1) This is Michigan
and it’s cold in the winter, so toughen up, buttercup; and 2) Aside from
some single-digit temperature readings, what’s the big deal?

Seriously, I’m not convinced this winter is holding a candle to last
year’s series of storms followed by one arctic blast after another.  
Maybe I’m jumping the gun and tempting fate in the process, but unless

I see the sort of five- to six-foot glaciers in my back yard that stubborn-
ly hung on until late spring a year ago, you won’t hear me complaining.   

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Students in Yvonne Sherman’s
fourth grade classroom at
Campbell Elementary School in
Cass City recently collected a
whopping $1,000 in change in
hopes of assisting in the relief
efforts for Haiti following devas-
tating earthquakes. “We are thrilled
with the response by our student
body and even more excited to be
able to help those in need,”
Sherman said. “We heard in a radio
spot this week that $1 collected has
the ability to provide 40 meals for
the Haitians, meaning that our con-
tribution will generate 37,000
meals. Tiny Cass City can be a
mighty force in the world with
spirits like the ones demonstrated
by my students who suggested this,
and all the children who con-
tributed.”

The Human Development
Commission (HDC) has provided
service to the people of the Thumb
for more than 42 years, and 2010
marks a significant change for the
agency as the board of directors
entrusts a new leader to further
develop and oversee daily opera-
tions. Effective Feb. 1, Lori
Offenbecher assumed the role of
executive director at HDC.

Lane Walker, Kingston High
School head football coach, has
always stressed that academics are
the Cardinals’ top priority. And
that’s one reason why Walker is
proud of his 2009 gridiron squad
that compiled a 1-8 mark on the
field in his rookie season. In the
classroom, the Kingston Cardinals
earned Michigan High School
Coaches Association’s All-State
honors with a 3.840 Grade Point
Average, the highest in Division 8.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

The Cass City Red Hawks passed
a major hurdle in their quest for a
Greater Thumb Conference cham-
pionship Wednesday with a pair of
victories, including a 37-36 deci-
sion over previously undefeated
Mayville, the host team for the
dual team meet. Also bowing to the
Hawks was Sandusky, 60-21.
Double winners for Cass City
were: Andrew Peruski (103/112),
Marcel Helland (123), Kyle Reif
(130), Kyle Sieradzki (145) Jeff
Tenbusch (152/160), Wes Becker
(171/189), Scott Meeker (215) and
Lee Hutchinson (275).

Owen-Gage seniors Kayla
Zaleski and Josh Leinweber high-
lighted Friday’s halftime activities
against Dryden in Owendale when
the pair were announced the
school’s 2005 Snowball Queen and
King.

The Cass City Quiz Bowl varsity
“A Team” earned first place last
week at the Bad Axe Invitational.
The win qualified Cass City for the
State Quiz Bowl Championship at
MSU April 22 and 23. This is the
eighth time in the last 9 years Cass
City has qualified for states.
Currently, the team has an 8-1
record and is tied for first with
Sandusky in the Thumb Area Quiz
Bowl League. “A Team” members
are Jesse Rader, Bryan Hill, Philip
Nahernak and Ralph Machio.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Saturday’s MMPA Deford Local
annual meeting included the pres-
entation of a plaque to Robert and
Laurie DeLong as the Local’s 1989
Outstanding Young Dairy Couple.
Local President Les Severance pre-
sented the award to the DeLongs
and their children, Kate, 6, Joe, 9,
and Paul, 10.

Jordan College is in its first week
of operating its new facility in Cass
City and Jerry White, campus
dean, reports that the school has
exceeded its goal with 180 students
enrolled for the first semester of
operation.

The Cass City Red Hawks won
just 4 of 8 matches in 2 meets last
week, but Coach Don Markel was
happy with the results. The compe-
tition was against nearly all class A
and B schools. Wrestlers who
showed well with the win-loss
record for the week and the season
include: John Koepf (103 pounds),
5-3 and 22-14; Shawn Sherman
(119-125 pounds), 4-4 and 13-16;
Bob Leffler (125-130 pounds), 8-0
and 31-2; Casey Howe (130- 135
pounds), 6-2 and 21-14. Others
are: Randy Johnson (152- 160
pounds), 7-1 and 26-5; Ron
Woodward (171 pounds), 4-1 and

10- 17; Garold Peasley (189
pounds), 5-3 and 25-9.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

Carol Parker, a senior at
Owendale-Gagetown High School,
received a second place trophy in
Accounting 1 at regional Business
and Office Education Club compe-
tition held Saturday at Baker
Junior College, Flint.
Approximately 350 students from
20 schools competed in business-
and job-related skill areas. Carol
will advance to state competition
to be held March 13-15 at the
Renaissance Center in Detroit. She
is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Douglas Parker, Gagetown.

The Hawks, now leading the
league, topped the Wildcats, 68-58,
in a sloppily played game that was-
n’t decided until the last minutes of
the final quarter. This is the same
Mayville team Cass City blew
away in the first meeting between
the schools, 80-51. Tim Johnson
had the best scoring night of his
career, as he scored 23 points to
lead Cass City. Ken Martin with 18
and Tim Fahrner with 10 were also
in double figures. For Mayville,
Don Beach, lanky center, scored 18
and Tim Elenbaum netted 14 while
playing a fine floor game. Phil
McLane netted 12.

Navy Seaman Recruit Kathleen
M. Czewski, daughter of Norbert
and Joyce Czewski of 1782
Atwater Road, Ubly, has complet-
ed recruit training at the Naval
Training Center, Orlando, Fla.
During the eight-week training
cycle, trainees studied general mil-
itary subjects designed to prepare
them for further academic and on-
the-job training in one of the
Navy’s 85 basic occupational
fields. Included were seamanship,
close order drill, Naval history and
first aid. A 1979 graduate of Ubly
High School, she joined the Navy
in October.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

A furnace explosion at the Bliss
Milk Hauling bulk plant at 4545
Maple St. caused extensive smoke
damage to the interior of the build-
ing around midnight Thursday.
Fire Chief Dick Root said the blaze
started in an overheated furnace
and was spotted by Cass City
Patrolman John Rands who turned
in the alarm. Damage was confined
to the furnace area. William Bliss
Jr. was treated for smoke inhalation
at Hills and Dales General Hospital
where he was kept overnight.
Firemen were at the scene about an
hour. No exact damage estimate
was available.

Larry Cummings of Gagetown
will retire this spring after a long,
illustrious career in the circulation
department of the Bay City Times.
If he wanted, I’m sure he could
work as much as it suits him while
in retirement. For Gagetown’s vil-
lage president has a knack that the
average businessman lacks. He can
collect bills. How many persons do
you know that can do this job, do it
right, and not wake up the next day
with a migraine headache? (From
Rabbit Tracks)

About the only thing good about
Tuesday’s non-conference basket-
ball game against Ubly for Cass
City fans was that the Hawks won,
61-46. For Ubly Bearcat stalwarts
there was nothing to cheer about. It
was that kind of game. A whistle
blowing error filled contest that
was frustrating to the fans and
probably to the coaches as well.
Cass City was led by Clark
Hillaker with 18 points and Ken
Lowe with 19 points. Hillaker was
effective under the boards for the
Hawks. For Ubly, George Tayler
with 15 points and Fred Engel,
with 11 points, showed the way.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Cass City students Sharada Hurd
and Bob Spencer will play in both
the Tri-county and Greater
Michigan All-Stars Bands. Ann
Shepperd is also slated to play with
the Michigan All-Stars. Mary Lou
Spencer, Jon Avery and Don Joos
will play with the Tri-County hon-
ors band.

Officers of the Elkland Township
Fire Department were reelected at
the regular monthly meeting of the
organization Thursday night at the
Fire Hall. Nelson Willy will again
serve as chief. Jerome Root Jr. will
be the assistant chief. Captains are

Eldon Stoutenburg and Dick Root.
Dale Damm resigned from the
active force and was made an hon-
orary fireman. 

Evans Products Company which
has a plant at Gagetown announced
this week that earnings in 1964
were 53 percent greater than a year
earlier, the highest level in the his-
tory of the company. Earnings per
share rose from $2.48 to $3.70 and
Monford A. Orioff, chairman, said
that earnings surpassed sales
growth. He said that greater operat-
ing efficiency was the reason for
the sharp upturn in profits.
Authorities also predicted that
1965 would be another year of
profitable growth.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Reid’s team are alone at the top of
the Cass City Bowling League
with a percentage of .750 but are
closely followed by several other
teams who are tied for second
place. Larkin’s team stole the
show, however when it rolled a
three-game total of 2,454 pins to
head the list as high team for three
games. Their one game of 891 also
is tops for any single game so far in
this schedule. Captain Larkin was
largely responsible for his team’s
showing as he accumulated 602
pins in the match. Other individu-
als who had good totals are Foy,
582; Kirton, 576; Fox, 568;
Ludlow, 565; Tyo, 562; Landon,
557; Starmann, 552; and Fritz, 551.
Dr. Fox of Gagetown rolled a sin-
gle game of 247, while Foy
accounted for one of 244 pins.

Cass City jumped back into the
win column Saturday night by
defeating Sebewaing 34 to 20 in a
fast and furious contest. Sebewaing
made the local’s task a lot easier by
failing to bring their Bay City stars.
As each team has a win over the
other, the rubber game will be
played here the latter part of
February, with Sebewaing bringing
all their stars to seek revenge for
their defeat.

Earl Boddey, who purchased the
Z. B. Chase Store on North Seeger
Street, a few months ago, has
found it advisable to sell the busi-
ness, because of ill health. George
Severn is the new owner and took
possession yesterday. Mr. Severn
conducted a grocery store in
Elkton for four years.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Frank B. McComb, a member of
the Class of 1906, Cass City High
School, and better known as
“Fleety” among his college chums
because of the reputation he made
in the state as a sprinter, is county
secretary of the Y.M.C.A. at
Ashland, Kentucky. He has met
with great success in this work.
Recently at a big meeting of
Y.M.C.A. men held in one of the
large cities in the south, a track
meet was held in which many of
the best former college sprinters of
the country were entered. No one
had ever heard of McComb as a
runner before the sprints were held
and he won the dashes in easy fash-
ion.

The college oratorical contest for
ladies was held at the college
chapel at Alma Friday evening and
resulted in Miss Jessie Duncanson,
a student from Cass City, carrying
off the high honors with an oration
entitled “The New Patriotism.”
Miss Bernice Ireland was second,
speaking on Woman’s Right to be
Womanly.” Both ladies showed
exceptional ability and thorough
preparation on their subjects. The
contest was very close, Miss
Duncanson having a slight advan-
tage in delivery.

Kingston- Two very interesting
games of basket ball were played
here Friday night. The first game
was played with Bad Axe, the
score being 9 to 30 in favor of the
Bad Axe H.S. boys. The other
game was between K.H.S. boys
and the Caro boys. Our boys’ team
work and basket throwing was far
superior to that of Caro, the score
being 6 to 74 in favor of the K.H.S.
boys. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $22/year ~ Call 872-2010

�
	���������
�����

�������
����������
�	��������������

����������
�������
����
�������������

��	�����
�
�����
��	
�


�������
������

����������
���������	�����
�����	������������������

���	������	��
�������������������



PAGE SIX CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2015


������#���"���!�
�  �
�!$% ���!!���
� ���

��
������������
����������

����������
	��
�������
�	���������

���������	

	
����	��
����
������

�
����� � ���� �
��� � ���� ����

������������

����
���
��������

��

�������
��	��	
�
�������
�����������
�

��		�
���������
�����
������	����
�����
��
�����	
����������
��
�������		����


������������

�
�����������
�
��
�����������������

���
����

	��������������
������
���������������������	 �����������$��"�����
���������������������� ������������!�
���������������������� ������
�� 

����������������
������������
����������

����	����	� ��	��
������������
����

����		�������������

��������������
�������������

�������

����



�$$��!�+��&'�%!%�*��&)�� !#�)�%�
�.��"*�+&����0��)*�

����)��&'�)�+����0���**��!+0��,�#!���� &&#*��%���)�
#&��+���!%�+ ����)#0�� !#���)����%+�)�

�,)� &,)*�&��&'�)�+!&%��)���������$��+&�
����'�$��
�&%��0�+ )&,� ��)!��0��%���)��&'�%�0��)�)&,%��

�����	�����	����	��������������
�
����
����������
��������	�����	���
����������
���

����	����������������
�������������
��������	��������������������
���	����������
�������	�����	��������

�,)�%�/+�')�*� &&#�*�**!&%����!%*�
��%,�)0��������	

��##��
�
��
�����	���&)�(,�*+!&%*��
��')!�!%��#!*+��&)�+&�)�*�)-���%�&'�%!%�

������������	��
����

����	��������������
��
����������	���������������������������������������������


����������� ���������������� ���������������

���������������
��
��������	�
��

Clarence Spencer

Clarence Jr. Spencer, 78, of Cass
City, passed away Saturday, January
24, 2015 at his home after a long ill-
ness, but was able to remain home
due to the care of his son Jay.

Clarence was born December 31,
1936 in Cass City, son of the late
Clarence Sr. and Florence Spencer. 

He worked as a mechanic and did
body work at Spencer’s Garage. He
enjoyed hunting and fishing, and
loved his dogs, Ittybite and Scruffy.

Clarence is survived by his chil-
dren, Karri Dillon of Caro, Clarence
Jay Spencer of Cass City, Jamie
Cupp of Lexington, Joey Spencer of
Cass City, Anthony Spencer of Bad
Axe and Beth Spencer of Bad Axe;
many grandchildren; and siblings,
Stanley (Ernestine) Spencer of
Vassar, Mary (the late Gerald)
Gabler of Cass City and Richard
Spencer of Caro.
Honoring his wishes, cremation has

taken place and no services are
planned. Please share condolences at
www.thabetfuneralhome.com.    
Arrangements were made by Thabet

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Robert Warford, Jr.

Robert Lee Warford, Jr., 75, of
Ubly, died unexpectedly Wednesday,
January 28, 2015 in his home.  He
was born September 17, 1939 in
Birmingham, the second of six chil-
dren born to Robert Lee and
Genevieve (Wummel) Warford, Sr.    

He married Barbara Kay Yax
September 23, 1987 in Sandusky.
She died February 6, 2012.

Robert’s family moved to the
Vassar area when he was a young
boy.  He worked various construc-

tion jobs as a builder and handyman,
mostly in the Tuscola County area.
Robert traveled extensively through-
out his life, visiting every state in the
Union and three foreign countries.
He enjoyed working in his gardens,
watching golf on television, playing
cards and tinkering in the garage.
Robert enjoyed people and friendly
conversation.  He was a great story
teller. 

Robert is survived by his children:
Roger Warford of Cass City, Brenda
(Chris) Stomack of Ubly, Robert
Warford of Ubly, Bonelle (Steve)
Irvine of Ubly, Ron Brady of Cass
City, Bridget (Walt) Widdis of
Laurel, MT, Tammy (Dave
Kilbourn) VanConant of Croswell,
James (Giney) Miller of Marlette;
grandchildren:  McKenzie, Addison,
Rebecka, Karasten, Brady, Damion,
Jonathan, Robert Jr., Amanda,
Gwendolyn, Rodney, Ronald,
Kimberly, Kayla, Ross, Kristen,
Randy, Cody, Joshua, McKaya,
Brett, Taylor, Brianna, David, Liam,
Sadie, and Riley;  and several great
grandchildren.  He will also be
missed by his sister, Valerie
(Herbert) Yax of Deford; and several
nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his
children:  Ross Brady, Robert Brady
and Tonya Miller; brothers: John
Warford, Richard Warford, and
Frank Warford; and sister, Shirleen
Holdburg.  

A funeral service was held
Saturday, January 31, 2015 in Kranz
Funeral Home, Cass City with the
Rev. David Hill of Cass City First
Baptist Church officiating.  

Memorials may be made to the
Family Discretionary Fund.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City. 
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Michigan Attorney General Bill
Schuette recently issued a consumer
alert through his Corporate
Oversight Division, cautioning con-
sumers of the high risks associated
with pension advances.

“Seniors who have worked hard
through retirement deserve to know
the high risks involved with pension
advances,” said Schuette. “I hope
pensioners from across Michigan
find our consumer alert helpful and
do their due diligence to read the fine
print before considering pension
advances.”

Pension advances, also known as
pension sales, loans or buyouts,
require you to sign over all or a por-
tion of future monthly pension
checks, typically for a five to ten-
year term. In return, consumers
receive a one-time lump sum pay-
ment from the pension advance com-
pany for an amount less than the
total future pension payments signed
over.

Even if you don’t have a pension,
you may be approached to invest in
funding someone else’s pension
advance while being promised that
your investment is “guaranteed.”  

“Consumers always need to be vig-
ilant about protecting themselves
and their families when they consid-
er any kind of loan, advance or
investment,” said Lisa Dedden
Cooper, manager of advocacy for
AARP Michigan.

What You Need to Know Before
Getting a Pension Advance or Loan

Not all pension advances or loans
are legal. There are Michigan laws
that prohibit the assignment or sale
of state or local pensions.  There are
also federal laws that either prohibit
or restrict the assignment or sale of
military, federal employee and pri-
vate employee pensions.

The way the pension advance is
structured as well as the interest rate
will determine its legality. Learn
about the structure of the pension
advance and determine if the
advance is legal before agreeing to
one.

Before you get a pension advance
or loan, know how much you will
actually be paying.

To receive a lump sum, you will
actually be receiving less, often
much less, than the future sum of
your pension payments. This is due
to transaction costs, fees, and com-
missions of the pension advance
salesperson. The APR for a pension
advance typically ranges from 27
percent to 106 percent a year.
Consumers need to find out how
much pension income they are giv-
ing up to receive the lump sum pay-
ment.

Some advances require you to buy
life insurance to name the company
or the individual funding your
advance as the beneficiary. In the
case of your death, life insurance
payments would be paid to the bene-
ficiary to cover the balance owed.
This specific requirement is yet
another cost of a pension advance;
be sure you take this into account
when you are calculating the total
cost.

You cannot repay a pension
advance early.  Repayments to the
investor funding the advance depend
on extracting your pension benefits
for the full five to ten-year period
you agreed to.

Know the potential tax implica-
tions.  Consider the tax implications
of a pension advance, determining if
the lump sum payment will put you
in a higher tax bracket.

Don’t agree to a joint account and
get all the details in writing.  Make
sure to never give a pension advance
company or salesperson joint access
to a bank account. Also, know exact-
ly what you are signing up for and
make sure you have everything in
writing.
Investors - Be Aware of Hidden
Risks, Fees and Fine Print from
Salespeople

No investment is “guaranteed,” and
investing in someone else’s pension
advance carries numerous risks
despite what a salesperson may tell
you.

More Helpful Resources on
Pension Advances
Read Schuette’s full consumer alert,

Pension Advances Are a Shaky Deal
for Borrowers and Investors Alike by
visiting the following link:
h t t p : / / 1 . u s a . g o v / 1 L 3 0 b C c .
Additional information about pen-
sion advances is available from the
Federal Trade Commission,
“Pension Advances: Not So Fast”.
The American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP) also provides
resources for pensioners.
How to File a Complaint with the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Protection Division

Complaints about an advance or
loan on your pension, or about
investing in someone else’s pension
advance or loan, may be made to the
Attorney General’s Consumer
Protection Division at:
Michigan Department of Attorney
General
Consumer Protection Division
P.O. Box 30213
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-1140
Fax: 517-241-3771
Toll free: 877-765-8388

Attorney General cautions
risks of pension advances
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that information to create an educational video to be shown on a loop as fam-
ilies get their meat donations at the food pantry.

“As you know, cooking meat to the proper temperature is crucial for food
safety, yet we realized low income families may not own a meat thermome-
ter. Part of the grant proposal was to give a meat thermometer and instruc-
tions for using it to each family who gets meat. That info, along with cost-
effective recipes and tips on stretching the meat over multiple meals will
come in the form of a brochure the kids will create,” she added.  “This is
going to be a lot of work, so they met (recently) for the first time to get the
ball rolling.”

Local FFA members will also reach out to younger kids at the Tuscola
County Farm Bureau Project Rural Education Days in the fall, by teaching
them about nutrition.
“Here’s the coolest part, in my opinion: This project hasn’t even started and

it’s already growing,” Battel pointed out.  “One mom brought up the fact that
a low-income family might not have a roaster in which to cook a whole
chicken. A plan was created to reach out to local service clubs. If the FFA
members could raise $210 more, a disposable aluminum roasting pan will
accompany each chicken. Then it was discussed that it would sure be great
to provide more chickens, so a plan was hatched to reach out to local busi-
nesses, as well. If $203 more is collected, the FFA members will be able to
buy, feed and have processed 30 more chickens to donate.

“If $700 more is raised, they could provide another whole hog,” she said.
“If they bring in even more than that, they could even raise a beef animal.
There might be other opportunities if funds allow, as well.”

Cass City agriscience students have some pigs in the school ag barn now.
It’s possible that if enough funds are donated to process it – the cost is rough-
ly $200 — one of them could be donated to this project, adding another 200
pounds of meat. “If any area dairy farmers have a cull cow to donate and if
enough donations come in to pay for processing — about $400 — that could
provide another 800 pounds of meat,” Battel said.

“A couple of us moms mentioned this project on Facebook, and two of the
kids’ aunts from out of the area and out of state have already pledged gener-
ous donations,” she added.  “We hope the response is just as generous from
the Cass City community.”

More information about the project is available by contact Weyer at Cass
City Junior-Senior High School at (989) 872-2148 (ext. 3305).

CASS CITY STUDENTS and FFA members Kristen Bradley, Heaven

Hartwick, Dalton Powell and Joe Sieradzki are pictured above (from left) at

Munsell’s Poultry Processing in Fowlerville, where they competed in a state

broiler contest last November with chickens they raised at the Cass City Ag

Learning Lab.  “The students had to go through the entire poultry processing

of the birds and were able to assist in the process,” said Cass City agriscience

teacher Russ Weyer.  “Students were asked questions that were relevant to

how the birds were raised, including the temperatures and type of feed.”

Continued from page one.

Cass City FFA members 
ready to meat the need

Bank executives estimate they will save about $1.6 million a year in
expenses by closing the branches while losing $300,000 to $400,000 in lost
business.  

The branch consolidation reflects the company’s ongoing cost reduction
initiatives and undertakings to improve the overall efficiency of its opera-
tions, according to Independent Bank President and CEO William B. “Brad”
Kessel.

The branch consolidation will be completed no later than April 30, Kessel
noted, adding the company also plans to implement “certain additional
staffing reductions related to its banking operations.”
The decision to close or consolidate a branch office is a very difficult one,”

he said.  “We recognize that it impacts some of our customers and our
employees in that community.  However, the ways in which we interact with
our customers continues to evolve.  Branch transaction volumes are declin-
ing, while mobile and other electronic channels continue to experience
greater increased usage.

“It is necessary to continually evaluate our branch office footprint and
make necessary adjustments in response to these changing transaction pat-
terns,” Kessel added.  “We are confident that neighboring branches, along
with our many available customer channels, will be able to serve our cus-
tomers well.”

The branch consolidation announcement accompanied an earnings state-
ment announcing Independent saw fourth quarter profits of $3.9 million in
2014, or 17 cents per share, compared to net income of $4.8 million, or 21
cents a share, during the same period a year earlier.

Continued from page one.

Independent Bank closing braches

Kurt and Sally Proctor

Scholarship honors Proctor family name
Continued from page one.
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extracurricular opportunities it pre-
sented,” said Kurt, who participated
in theatre and music activities on
campus.  He was president of the
men’s glee club and sang in a barber-
shop octet called the Ferris Wheels,
and Ferris’ Collegiate Singers.  “At
Ferris, you can do these kinds of
things, which may not be possible at
bigger schools if you are not a music
or theatre major.”

However, the Ferris experience he
is most pleased about is meeting
Sally.  The couple of 30 years recent-
ly visited the Big Rapids campus as
part of their anniversary celebration.
While Kurt has returned to campus
as a member of the Pharmacy
Forward Steering Committee, it was
Sally‘s first visit in three decades.
“I’m excited to be able to give back,

and hopefully inspire another young
person to fall in love with the phar-
macy profession,” said Sally, who
discovered her own connection as a
student at Ferris.  One of her favorite
aspects of her more than 25-year
career with CVS Pharmacy is work-
ing with and teaching interns.

Kurt’s connection to the business
began as a child, working for his par-
ents at Old Wood Drug in Cass City,
which they owned for 33 years.
“I grew up working in that store and

my mother did the accounting,” Kurt
recalled.  He followed in his father’s
footsteps by attending Ferris’
College of Pharmacy, like a number
of his cousins.  In addition, other
young people who worked in the
store went on to earn pharmacy
degrees.  “I’d like to think that many
of these people were inspired by my
father,” he added.

“After my father passed in October
2013, my mother, Sally and I decid-
ed we wanted to establish a scholar-
ship that would be around for a long
time,” Kurt said.

Because the Proctor family has
such strong ties to Cass City, future
pharmacy students from the Thumb
of Michigan – Tuscola, Huron and
Sanilac counties – will be given
scholarship preference.

“It’s where our pharmacy was and
the people there were good cus-
tomers of ours, so we hope that we
can help students from this area that
want to study pharmacy,” Kurt said.

Tom Proctor was an active member
of the community.  He served on sev-
eral committees and boards, as well
as Cass City’s Chamber of
Commerce and Rotary Club.  In
1972, he began the local Rotary
Youth Exchange Program, bringing
students from 17 countries to the
Cass City area.  He and Elaine host-
ed 11 foreign exchange students.

Elaine still resides in the Cass City
area, but Kurt’s career brought him
and Sally to Virginia.  They now
reside in Fairfax Station with their
three children.

After Kurt earned his pharmacy
degree from Ferris, he went on to
earn a Ph.D. in pharmacy adminis-
tration from the University of Texas
at Austin in 1989.

Kurt began his professional career
with the National Association of
Chain Drug Stores (NACDS) in
Alexandria, Va.  He served as presi-
dent of the NACDS Foundation from
2000 to 2002 and led a two-year
effort to develop and launch
SureScripts, an electronic-prescrib-
ing platform.

He went on to serve as the chief
pharmacy officer at Mirixa
Corporation, as president of KAP
Services, LLC and as a pharmacist at
VHQC.  He currently serves as the
senior vice president of Strategic

Initiatives for the National
Community Pharmacists Association
(NCPA).
Since 2013, Kurt has spearheaded a

project called Simplify My Meds, a
turnkey medication synchronization
program developed for the exclusive
use of NCPA members.  The pro-
gram provides pharmacists with the
tools, training and marketing to set
up a medication synchronization
program in their pharmacy.

The program helps patients take
their medications correctly.  “As a
result, patients are less likely to end
up in the hospital,” Kurt noted.

“Medicine has the great power to
heal and improve the quality of life,
but taken incorrectly, medicine can
do serious harm,” said Carla Miller,
executive director of the Ferris
Foundation.  “This generous gift
from the Proctor family invests in
pharmacy students, helps ease the
financial burden for families, and
will yield well-trained Ferris phar-

macists who will go on to help peo-
ple achieve the best results from
their medications.”  

Stephen Durst, dean of Ferris’
College of Pharmacy, said the
Proctor Family Endowed
Scholarship is truly a family gift and
it demonstrates their passion for
Ferris and the pharmacy profession.

“It is the Proctor family’s legacy
and pride in the college and their
commitment to its future and our stu-
dents’ future that is demonstrated by
this generous contribution,” Durst
said.  “Through the endowment, stu-
dents will begin their careers in phar-
macy knowing that a family of Ferris
graduates is assisting them.  What a
great source of encouragement and
motivation as the students enter the
pharmacy profession.”
More information about the Proctor

Family Endowment Scholarship is
available by contacting The Ferris
Foundation at (231) 591-2365.

CASS CITY JUNIOR High FFA members (from

left) Pearl Daskam, Addy Battel, Shane Auten and

Ethan Healy hold the video equipment they’ll be

using to create an educational video in conjunction

with the hunger project.
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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PREPARE YOURSELF®

97% OF AVAILABLE 
GRADUATES ARE 
EMPLOYED

PREPARE 
FOR THE 

ROAD AHEAD

CALL: (989) 872-6000 TEXT: BAKER TO 74700
CLASSES START SOON.

BAKER.EDU

•  Financial aid is available to those 
who qualify (Includes State/Federal 
 grants and student loans)

•  Convenient scheduling with 
multiple start dates

•  Requirements for the Commercial 
Drivers License Class A can be 
met within the �rst 20 weeks

• Baker grads have achieved  
 a 100% pass rate on the CDL

64
88
CC

An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Institution
 SUMOTEXT Promotional Alerts (max8msg/mo). T/Cs & Privacy Policy at www.74700.mobi.  
Reply STOP to opt out or HELP for help. Msg & Data rates may apply.

This program is operated in association with Davis Cartage Co. and Causley Trucking, Inc.
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Fitness Recorder 

Hills & Dales General Hospital is looking for a Fitness Recorder on a casual basis, for our Cass City 
Rehabilitation and Fitness Department.  This position is responsible for assisting with the day to day 
operations of the Fitness Center and Rehabilitation Department.  This may include, but is not limited to, 
clerical and administrative tasks, and light custodial/maintenance duties.  The candidate must possess a 
high school diploma or equivalent; and prior experience with reception, clerical duties or cash register is 
preferred but not required, as our priority is to hire the right person for our team.  We are considered an 

!  Either mail, e-mail or fax us your resume to:  Hills & Dales 
General Hospital, 4675 Hill Street, Cass City, MI 48726; tclark@hdghmi.org; fax 989-872-5791.  EOE 

����"���!�����������
 �����������
		������������		��������������

����������

������������������������

����
�		��
��
���������
����
��	���	�

�����




PAGE SIXTEEN CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2015

STUDENTS IN THE

Owen-Gage School

District showed their

appreciation for their

board of education by

making crowns for each

member – each signed

by every student.

Pictured above are

(from left) Trustee Tom

Jeffery, Trustee Matt

Roemer, Trustee Sarah

Ondrajka, President

Dan Warack, Secretary

Brenda Kretzschmer,

Treasurer Julie Good

and Trustee Terry

Fahrner.
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