
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The criminal case involving a Caro
man charged in two armed robberies
and in the
v i c i o u s
assault of a
T u s c o l a
County cor-
rections offi-
cer last
month is on
hold after his
a t t o r n e y
requested an
evaluation of
his client at the Center for Forensic
Psychiatry in Ypsilanti.
Tuscola County Prosecutor Mark E.

VOLUME 108, NUMBER 49                            CASS CITY, MICHIGAN - WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2015 75 CENTS  ~  16 PAGES - 1 SUPPLEMENT

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2013Complete coverage of the Cass City community and surrounding areas since 1899

Sanilac deputies nab parking lot thief
Page 4

Cass City native, attorney honored

Page 8

Cass City grapplers claim GTC titles
Sports, page 9

ICE DIVING
Thumb sheriff’s department divers, Coast
Guard brave bitter cold to train on the bay

Robbery suspect’s case
on hold for psychiatric
evaluations in Ypsilanti

Amish driver, passenger
escape injury in collision

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
say icy roads contributed to a pair of
traffic crashes last Wednesday,
including a collision involving an
SUV and an Amish buggy about four
miles east of Cass City.

There were no serious injuries in
that accident, which was reported at
1:30 p.m. at the intersection of Cass
City Road and M-53.

According to deputies, a 2002
Chevrolet Blazer driven by 31-year-
old Randy Slinglend of Ubly struck
an Amish buggy driven by Eli
Miller, 42, who was traveling with
an 18-year-old passenger.

“Slinglend was attempting to pass
the buggy and lost control on ice and
rear ended the buggy. The buggy was
extensively damaged; however, the
occupants reported no injuries. The
horse had minor cuts, but they
believed it would be fine,” Sgt.
Shelly Park reported.

“Alcohol was not a factor,” added
Park, who reminded drivers to slow
down and drive according to road
conditions.

Later the same day, deputies inves-
tigated a one-vehicle personal injury
accident that occurred at about 4:45
p.m. on Snover Road near M-53.

Park stated a 2008 Chevrolet
Colorado driven by 26-year-old
Nickolas Schlatter of Caro was west-
bound on Snover Road when he lost
control on the icy roadway and
entered the south side ditch, causing
his vehicle to roll over.

Marlette EMS and Lamotte
Township Fire Department crews

Devin Harris

Reene said the purpose of the evalu-
ation of suspect Devin Harris, 18, is
two-fold; to determine competency
and criminal responsibility.

“They are two separate evaluations
that are done,” added Reene, who
explained competency involves a
defendant’s awareness of his actions
and the circumstances of the case
against him, while the second exam-
ination will determine if he can be
held criminally responsible for his
actions.

It’s a process that will take time,
given the number of defendants sent
to Ypsilanti for the same types of
exams, Reene acknowledged.

“They (psychiatric center staff)
have a limited number of individuals

Please turn to page 8.

assisted at the scene.  Schlatter was
transported by Marlette EMS to
Marlette Regional Hospital for treat-
ment of minor injuries.  Deputies
noted he was wearing his seatbelt.

Election day
Tuscola County residents to
decide millages for veterans,
EDC in special vote Feb. 24

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County residents will be asked to boost funding for veterans serv-
ices and local economic development efforts in a special election slated for
Tuesday, Feb. 24.
Two millage proposals are on the ballot; a special veterans services millage

of .17 of a mill, and .2 of a mill to fund business and job development
through the Tuscola County Economic Development Corporation (EDC).
According to Tuscola County Controller Mike Hoagland, both millages, if

approved, would be levied for six years.
The proposed EDC tax would generate $322,000 in the first year and cost

the owner of a home with a market value of $100,000 about $10 more in
taxes annually.  The veterans services millage would generate roughly
$276,000 in the first year and cost the owner of a $100,000 home $8.50 more
in taxes.

The veterans services millage would be used to more adequately staff the
local veterans’ affairs office and provide funding for transportation,”
Hoagland explained.  “The program is modeled somewhat after the program
in Sanilac County, which has a (larger) staff and…a veterans’ millage,” he
said.

“If there is a group that should be first in line, it’s the veterans, and right
now we’re underserving them,” Hoagland added.

Ron Amend, who has served as Tuscola County’s Veteran Affairs director
for seven years, agreed wholeheartedly, noting the lack of manpower in his

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s a scene repeated too many times
in the past: specially-trained sheriff’s
department divers gathered on the
snow-covered shore of Saginaw Bay,
boarding an airboat and ATVs and
heading out on the wind-swept ice.

Their mission?  To dive into frigid
waters in search of a drowning vic-
tim claimed by misfortune and
hypothermia, as grieving family
members stand by, waiting.

The mood among divers from the
Huron and Tuscola County sheriff’s
departments along with members of
the Coast Guard station in Harbor
Beach on this bright but bitterly-cold
Thursday morning, however, was
light because they knew they would
come up empty-handed.

This was only practice.
Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.

Hanson, a veteran diver himself, had
invited members of the media to
observe the operation, organized a
handful of times each year to ensure
divers’ skills and their equipment is
up to the task at hand in what are
often the worst possible conditions.

It’s also a test of coordination and
communication among different
agencies, including local police and
fire departments and the Coast
Guard.  “There’s some massive coor-
dination now.  It makes a big a differ-
ence when we’re all on the same
page,” Hanson noted.

Although the sun was bright and
welcoming as we headed out on the
ice in an Argo, an amphibious ATV
with a tank-like track wrapped
around its wheels, an Arctic air surge
had pushed temps down to about 6
degrees, with winds gusting up to 30
miles and windchill readings in the
double-digits.  There were gale
warnings on Lake Huron, and advi-
sories related to the dangerous cold,
issued on the mainland earlier in the
day, were exaggerated out on the
open range of the wind-swept ice on
Wild Fowl Bay.

The Argo, built for tackling snow
with ease, jostled another reporter
and myself as we traveled a mile out
to the training site, south of the west-
ern tip of Sand Point near Caseville.
The purpose of the training, accord-

ing to Hanson, was to rehearse what

it takes to rescue or recover a victim
who slips below the surface and
becomes an ice-related drowning.

“Our nine-deputy dive unit carries
out at least three training dives per
year, with at least one being an ice
dive,” Hanson noted.  “Normally
these ice training dives are held at
gravel pits or ponds in order to be in
a more controlled environment.
However, this year’s ice dive is
being held off shore in order to reac-
quaint all of our members of the
logistics involved to carry out such a
task.

“Possibly some media members
may recall our last two actual and
unfortunate ice-related drowning
recoveries,” he said.  “One occurred
in January of 2010, 2 ½ miles off
shore, and the other occurred in
March 2013, five miles off shore.
Those operations required a lot of
effort and presented many chal-
lenges in getting people and equip-
ment out to those scenes, as well as
recovering the victims, in a manner
that could be done as safely as possi-
ble.”

For training purposes, Hanson and
his department hauled an equipment
trailer, fully-equipped with gear that
included a tent they set up and
secured to the icy surface with spikes
before using chainsaws to cut out a
triangular section of what turned out

BAD AXE City Police

Officer and Huron

County Sheriff’s

Department Dive Team

member Shawn Webber

emerges during

Thursday’s ice diving

training on Wild Fowl

Bay.  Divers entered the

water through a hole cut

with a chainsaw inside a

protective tent (right).

AN AIRBOAT and ATVs were the mode of trans-

portation to the diving site, which was located

about a mile off Sand Point near Caseville.

Please turn to page 8.

So, how long does it take the United States Postal Service to
delivery a piece of mail from Cass City to the Snover, Decker and
Ubly area?
Brenda Orton, of the Pontiac Metroplex, says about 4 days. She

reports that newspapers that go to the Pontiac Metroplex will
have a 3-day processing period to get those newspapers to towns
with zip codes beginning with the numbers 484 - Ubly (48475),
Snover and Decker (48472).

Chronicle subscribers in those areas can expect delivery of the
Chronicle on Saturday at best, Orton says. Further, Orton tells the
Chronicle’s February 4th issue was lost at the Pontiac Metroplex
due to high volume of mail backed up from the snowstorm that
Monday (2-2-15) and sent to Pittsburgh - as far as they know.

Really? The Saginaw Metroplex doesn’t have any problem
making timely deliveries. They have the Chronicle to our 487 zip
code subscribers in Deford, Caro and Kingston every Wednesday
as it should be.

In the meantime, Saturday delivery of mail postmarked on
Tuesday won’t work here. The Chronicle will
drop ship papers to our 484 post offices every Tuesday – start-

ing this week - until the problem is corrected. Unfortunately, the
solution is only temporary as delivery costs may not be covered
by our subscription prices. 
Any help our valued subscribers can lend to solve this dilemma

would be appreciated. Orton’s number at the Pontiac Metroplex
is 1-248-758-5715. Cass City postal employees can be reached at
989-872-2565. 

Perhaps, the squeaky wheel gets greased.

USPS fails in timely delivery
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DAN CURTIS OF Curtis Chrysler Dodge Jeep (center), Cass City, recently

presented a $1,000 check to Cass City Elementary School representatives

Kathy Milligan (left) and Deidre Zdrojewski following the 2015 Chrysler Sign

& Drive Event last fall.  The money will be used for school field trips and sup-

plies.

The Hills and Dales General
Hospital Auxiliary met recently for
lunch and a business meeting at
Gilligan’s in Cass City.  Twenty-four

members and one guest along with
Ann Prahin, Kerry Brown and
Danielle Blaine from Hills and Dales
were present.

Prahin was the guest speaker.  She
spoke to the group about volunteer
opportunities that will arise when the
new Swing Bed Program starts.  She
asked members to think about activ-
ities they could do with patients
when the need arises. Members
asked about whether they can donate
items such as puzzles, movies,
games, etc., to the program, and
Prahin said they could.  In addition,
Brown discussed patient and resident
rights with the members.

The group discussed its past and
upcoming fundraisers, including the
raffle and cookie walk, book sale,
gift shop, and popcorn sales.
Members also discussed the upcom-
ing blood drive planned for Tuesday,
April 7.  Money raised by the auxil-
iary is used to help purchase new
equipment, make building improve-
ments and support educational pro-
grams in a joint effort with the Hills
and Dales Foundation.

The auxiliary is always looking for
new volunteers to join its efforts.
Some responsibilities include mes-
senger service throughout the hospi-
tal, working in the gift shop, selling
popcorn and working at blood
drives.  Anyone who is interested can
contact Brown at (989) 872-2121 for
more information and an application
packet. 

The next auxiliary meeting will be
Monday, Feb. 23.  The guest speaker
will be Pria Ethirajan.

28 attend auxiliary meeting
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Scammers calling?
Be safe - not sorry
Hardly a week goes by without local law enforcement

agencies reminding citizens to beware of phone scams
circulating in the region, sometimes costing unsus-
pecting residents hundreds or even thousands of dol-
lars.

Law enforcement officials repeat the warnings
because, in reality, there is often little they can do to
track down scam artists utilizing the wide array of
technological tools at their disposal these days.

And they know it.
Need proof?  The Tuscola County Sheriff ’s

Department last week reported taking a complaint of a
typical scam, with the caller stating the would-be vic-
tim’s grandchild was in jail and needed bond money,
and not to tell anyone about the call.

“This scam has been going around for quite some
time, and they pick on the vulnerable seniors,” Sheriff
Lee Teschendorf noted.
“The deputy called the number back that was associ-

ated with the scam, and this is what they heard:
Person: U.S. Embassy.
Deputy: (explains who he is and why he is calling).
Person: It’s a scam.
Deputy: I figured that.  Where is your embassy locat-

ed?  The area code comes back to Quebec, but the vic-
tim was told Mexico.

Person: It’s a scam.  Tell her not to send money.  You
did not call the embassy.

Deputy: Who are you then?  And how do you know
it’s a scam?

Person: Because I was the one that called the lady.
It’s a scam.

Deputy: Why would you do something like that?
What’s your name?

Person: Because I am a bad man and I need the
money (hangs up).

“Since it’s a foreign country, there is zero chance of
prosecution and the caller was bold enough to give the
above information,” Teschendorf said.  “Make sure
any vulnerable senior/adult is made aware of scams.
Once the money is gone, it’s gone forever.  Entire
retirement savings have been lost this way.”

As Teschendorf stated, this wasn’t an isolated inci-
dent, a fact that Michigan Attorney General Bill
Schuette cited when he urged the FCC (Federal
Communications Commission) to utilize call-blocking
technologies that would better protect consumers from
illegal telemarketing robocalling and phone scams.

Schuette noted that in 2013, the Federal Trade
Commission received more than 100,000 complaints
from Michigan residents about unwanted calls.
Between January and September 2014, Schuette’s
office received another 250 complaints from con-
sumers who received an unwanted call, the majority of
them unidentified callers.

In the end, no amount of legislation or revised laws
will replace good old-fashioned common sense when it
comes to protecting yourself.  If you receive a suspi-
cious call, hang up.  You can try to obtain as much
information as you can about the caller, such as their
location and contact details, but consult with your
local law enforcement agency before doing anything
else.

It goes without saying, but we’ll repeat it anyway:
Never, ever give out personal information (bank
account numbers, Social Security number, etc.) to an
unknown caller.

As always, it’s better to be safe than sorry.

and Vanna might have been a guilty pleasure, but no one
had to know about it. Now I have to take pen to paper and
make my wheel watcher status official. The choices are
weighted with value. What kind of person spends four
hours watching home improvement shows on a Saturday?
Certainly not me!

I’m nearing the completion of the diary and wonder: at
the end of it all will my viewing habits make me look like
the biggest loser or an American idol? Is there any chance
I’ll walk out a survivor or am I simply walking dead? One
thing’s for sure. By this time next week I’ll be back to
being plain old me. But for now, I am a Nielsen.

—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook. 

Here’s a bit of trash for thought, courtesy of the
Michigan Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ), which last week released its 19th annual solid
waste report.

In 2014, Michiganders increased the amount of
waste they sent to landfills by more than two million
cubic yards, a 5.6-percent jump.  While the increased
waste generated is seen by many as a sign of the
state’s economic resurgence, it also underscores the
importance of Michigan’s effort to increase residen-
tial recycling statewide.

Here’s why: every year, the state’s residents landfill
roughly $435 million worth of recyclable metals,
plastics and wood.  Developing new markets for
these valuable materials is one component of Gov.
Rick Snyder’s initiative to double Michigan’s resi-
dential recycling rate within the next two years.  In
addition, DEQ officials are working with municipal-
ities to increase access to recycling, measure
progress, and provide technical assistance and educa-
tion.

One more note – the amount of waste Michigan has
taken in from Canada and long-haul states such as
Florida and Pennsylvania declined in 2014, com-
pared to the year before.  However Illinois, Indiana
and Ohio all increased the amount of waste they sent
our way.
While there seems no end to trash, make no mistake

about the Great Lakes State’s capacity to continue
dealing with the volume.  At current rates and pre-
suming no new capacity is developed, officials say
Michigan landfills have about 26 years of remaining
disposal capacity.
Another rabbit track

**********

Talk about a brief fishing season.
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR)

officials say the 2015 Black Lake sturgeon harvest
season ended after less than five and a half hours
Saturday, Feb. 7, with five fish being harvested. The
fishing season, which included spearing or hook-and-
line fishing, was scheduled to run Feb. 7-11 or until
the harvest quota of five fish had been reached. 

There were 303 registered anglers on the ice, up
from 228 the year before.

According to DNR fisheries biologist Tim
Cwalinski, the first sturgeon was harvested around 9
a.m. It was a 67-inch female that weighed 75 pounds.
Fish number two was taken at 9:33 a.m. and was a
58-inch male weighing 45 pounds. Fish three was a
69-inch female that weighed 80 pounds, taken at
12:35 p.m. Fish four was the day’s largest, a 71-inch
female that weighed in at 87 pounds and was taken at
12:50 p.m. The fifth and final fish was harvested at
1:27 p.m. and was a 50-inch female that weighed 31
pounds.

**********

Temperatures remain on the frigid side, but officials
with the Cass River Pet FriendZ have “beating the
heat” in mind.

It’s difficult to think about spring being just around
the corner, Cass River Pet FriendZ spokeswoman
Patricia Trisch acknowledged.  “However,” she said,
“spring is coming and so is the heat cycle for cats.
Every spring cats begin breeding and producing thou-
sands of kittens.  Cats that are only six months old are
old enough to reproduce.”

According to the latest statistics from the ASPCA
(American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Animals), 56 percent of dogs and 71 percent of cats
that enter shelters in the United States are euthanized,
adding up to nearly four million yearly.

“One of the reasons that people don’t get their pets
fixed is financial, but help and options are available,”
Trisch said.  “Laursen Veterinary Service is offering
a special clinic day for cats only on March 7.  Female
cats will be fixed for $60 and males for $40.  Call
(989) 693-6201 to make an appointment.” 

In addition, Trisch continued, the Spay/Neuter
Express is coming to the Cass City area Thursday,
Feb. 26; Thursday, April 2; and Saturday, June 20.
Area residents can learn more by logging onto the
website http://spayneuterexpress.com or calling
(616) 897-8865 for an appointment.

“They fix both cats and dogs and offer other servic-
es at reduced prices,” explained Trisch, who noted
about every three months the Mayville Veterinary
Clinic hosts a discount dog spay and neuter clinic.
Male and female dogs cost $100 each.  Call (989)
843-5030 for information.  “Dr. Carol Cook/Cookie
Jar Veterinary Service will do cat spays for $85 and
give a discount if a person has more than one for the
same day — $70 per spay for more than one on the
same day.  Call Dr. Cook at (989) 553-2347.”

The Cass River Pet FriendZ helps offset costs for
low-income people (contact them at dogtired@centu-
rytel.net or by phone – 989-673-7141), as does the
Humane Society of Tuscola County (call 989-672-
PETS). 

“Tuscola County has a huge pet overpopulation
problem,” Trisch said.  “There is no excuse not to get
your animals fixed.”

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
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each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
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Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 
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Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is
Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

I’ve never used a pen name or adopted an alias. My
family’s not in the witness protection program, which
I’m assuming would necessitate a name change. But
this week we are the Nielsens. It’s a moniker steeped in
power, prestige and a TV viewing diary.

The Nielsen in our house is the Nielsen Company,
which establishes ratings and rankings for TV shows by
gathering information from regular people like us.
Families are randomly selected and asked to participate
by keeping a TV viewing diary for seven days. People
in large cities often have electronic monitoring devices
attached to their TVs. Small town folks still complete
diaries the old-fashioned way with pen, paper and the
occasional writer’s cramp. 

Nielsen has been tracking and compiling viewership
data since the 1950s. Starting last Thursday, my family
became members of Team Nielsen. 

Just think – what we watch today will be statistics
tomorrow!

This creates a stress and pressure. Oh, sure, I love the
idea of being a statistic. The question is: which one? 

Some shows are trendy and cool. Others educational.
Or sophisticated. Or raunchy. There’s reality TV.
Reruns. Crime shows. Comedies. Cartoons. Talk
shows. News. Sports. Prime time. Late night. Early
morning. What I watch – or my diary says I watch –
paints a picture of me. A Nielsen family has to admit
their viewing habits to the world, and we can’t be tuned
in to the History and NASA channels all the time.
Although my husband would like to give it a try.

We must, in the name of Nielsen, admit to our real,
true, not always educational and sometimes junky
viewing pleasures – even if we are a happily married
woman tuning in to The Bachelor. We also must face
the reality of quantity over quality as the diary fills and
we come to the realization that we regrettably do watch
more TV than we thought. Furthermore, a person who
keeps the TV on all day while she is home, even though
she isn’t watching, is required to document this in the
diary. Fessing up to not watching the infomercials as
they play on the TV in the kitchen may not be some-
thing to take pride in, but it does require honesty. 
All this transparency helps the Nielsen Company do its

job. According to their website, they track not only TV
habits, but monitor books, music, video games, movies,
social media, smart phone operating systems and web-
site merchandisers. If you’re tuning in, chances are
Nielsen is attuned to it. It feels a little like Big Brother,
which is another reality show some very nice, smart
people at my house may or may not watch.

Keeping the diary makes one more cognizant of one’s
viewing choices. Before this week, TV was TV.
Spending a mindless hour with Ellen, Dr. Phil, the
Property Brothers, Judge Judy, the Kardashians or Pat

On Tuesday, Feb. 24, you, the voters, will have a
unique opportunity to directly support the veterans of
Tuscola County.

Currently, the veterans affairs office in Caro is under
funded, under staffed and operating on a part-time
schedule of three days a week.  Because of these short-
falls, it is impossible to render proper attention to the
needs of our nearly 5,000 countrywide veterans.
Your “yes” vote on the proposed millage request of .17

of a mill will cost an average of an addition $8 per
$100,000 of property value and will help generate
approximately $275,000 annually in veterans funding
out to 2021.  This revenue will allow for the staffing of
two full-time counselors eight hours of a day, five days
a week, plus the purchase of another shuttle van to ease
logistical problems in transporting veterans to and from
health care facilities, and better enable this office to
serve those who have served.

Many returning servicemen and women today have
been deployed several times in the “war on terrorism”,
and as a direct result, are facing serious health issues,
not the least of which is Post Traumatic Stress Disorder,
commonly referred to as PTSD.  With the suicide rate
of current returnees significantly on the rise across the
country, there is no corner of America that remains
untouched from the pain and suffering.

These people, ever faithful to the cause of freedom,
need to know there is somewhere they can turn to at the
local level for guidance and counseling in their pursuit
of justly-deserved benefits.

As a Viet Nam vet myself, I urge all my fellow com-
rades to make sure you get out and vote in support of
this special veterans funding proposal.
To the voters at-large, I ask that you please support the

Veterans Affairs Office of Tuscola County with a “yes”
vote on Tuesday, Feb. 24.

We have always stood for you.  Will you now stand
with us?

Respectfully submitted,

Joe Merchant, commander
VFW Post 3644
Cass City

Support those who
served their nation
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Mark W. Graham, 54, Caro,
received a six-month delayed sen-
tence following his plea of no con-
test to a charge of larceny of proper-
ty valued at $1,000 to $20,000 by
conversion between August and
December 2013 in Caro.

He was ordered to complete 50
hours of community service and pay
court costs and fines totaling $798
plus attorneys fees of $100.

*Samuel C. Rankin, 22, was sen-
tenced to seven to 20 years in prison
following his pleas of no contest to
two counts of criminal sexual con-
duct, third degree, involving a victim
at least 13 years of age but under 16
years June 13 in Caro.  Rankin, who
is listed as being homeless, was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $266.

*Richard E. Jacques Jr., 48, Vassar,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his pleas of no contest to
delivery/manufacture of five to 45
kilograms of marijuana, subsequent
offense, and possession of a weapon
by a felon June 20 in Vassar
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

Jacques was ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,266 plus attor-
neys fees of $500.

*Scott L. Wilson, 38, Mayville,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his pleas of no contest to
charges of child abuse, third degree,
and child abuse, third degree – com-

mitted in the presence of another
child between Jan. 13 and May 29 in
Fremont Township.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $766 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Scott A. Maskell, 29, Caro, was
sentenced to two to 15 years in
prison following his plea of no con-
test to second degree criminal sexual
conduct involving a victim under the
age of 13 years between January
2013 and March 2014 in Caro/Almer
Township.

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $698 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Michael A. Fields, 20, Akron,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
criminal sexual conduct, third
degree, involving force or coercion
and personal injury to a victim at
least 13 years of age but under 16
years between Aug. 1 and Nov. 27 in
Akron.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$25,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Randall L. Hessler, 52, Akron,
pleaded guilty to a charge of posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon between
Dec. 8 and Dec. 10 in Akron.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (two prior felony con-
victions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was set at $5,000.
Sentencing is to be scheduled.
*Tanya A. Carlson, 29, Flint, plead-

ed no contest to assault with intent to
commit great bodily harm less than
murder Nov. 4 in Fremont Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$30,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-

uled.
*Christopher S. Glover, 47, Caro,

pleaded guilty to tampering with an
electronic monitoring device Oct. 2
in Indianfields Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Randy R. Manning, 55,
Millington, pleaded no contest to
possession of marijuana, second
offense, Nov. 14 in Arbela Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Ann M. Troxell, 36, Harrison,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Nov. 12 in Cass
City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Paul T. Rogers, 26, Millington,
pleaded guilty to two counts of
receiving and concealing stolen
property between Sept. 1 and Oct. 2
in Vassar Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kathleen M. Dolliver, 39,
Mayville, pleaded guilty to deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana Aug. 1
in Mayville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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At Sanilac County factory

Deputies nab parking lot thief
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A Huron County man caught help-
ing himself to property belonging to
some factory workers in Sanilac
County Friday afternoon is expected
to face multiple theft charges.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department Sgt. Shelly Park report-
ed deputies were dispatched to the
business in the 3200 block of W.
Snover Road in the village of Snover
at about 1:15 p.m.

“Employees of the factory called
dispatch and said that they observed
a male subject inside one of the
employee’s vehicles,” Park said.
“The male subject left in a vehicle
after being located by an employee
that was on break.  Deputies can-
vassed the area and located the sus-
pect vehicle in the 1600 block of
Main Street in Snover.”

Deputies interviewed the 37-year-
old suspect, a Port Hope resident
who subsequently confessed to steal-

ing property from several vehicles in
the factory parking lot.

“The items were recovered from the
suspect vehicle and the suspect vehi-
cle was seized as evidence in the
investigation,” Park said.  “He also
confessed to stealing garden supplies
from an area business.”

The investigation is continuing,
according to deputies, who did not
release a name pending formal
arraignment on charges in Sanilac
County District Court.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Welcome to the

Thumb, our home

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I spent a couple hours with the Huron County Sheriff’s Department
Dive Team on Saginaw Bay during a bitterly cold Thursday morning to
watch an ice diving training exercise up close and personal.
Readers can learn more about that experience in a story featured on our

front page this week.  The view of the bay, even in these artic conditions
— not to mention the sights along my drive there and back – reminded
me of just how much the Thumb has to offer visitors.

I was also reminded of a recent article posted on the website
movoto.com and shared with me by former longtime Huron County
newsman Mark Rummel, who ran The Newsweekly, Thumb Blanket and
Progress-Advance for about two decades before leaving the area (today
he’s owner and manager of a Mancino’s eatery in Fenton).

The article listed several things “Someone from Michigan’s Thumb
Might Have to Explain to an Out-of-Towner”.  Here’s a few most of us
are familiar with and proud of when it comes to our home:

*Expect a slower way of life – The Thumb is known for its more
relaxed nature, full of agriculture and small towns.  The corn and soy-
bean industries are huge here, with the farming lifestyle having a big
impact on the local culture (along with the economy).
*A trip to the lake can trump a trip to the ocean – With around 150 miles

of shoreline, heading to the Great Lakes is the perfect summer getaway
for Thumb dwellers.  The fishing’s great, the beaches aren’t too crowd-
ed, the sunsets are more beautiful, and it doesn’t require a 20-hour drive.

*But it’s not Lake Michigan here – While most Midwesterners proba-
bly recognize Lake Michigan and Lake Erie, the Thumb is all about Lake
Huron, which has not only the longest shoreline of the Great Lakes, but
also boasts the second largest surface area (more than 23,000 square
miles).
*M-25 makes it worth the drive – Following along the state’s shoreline,

M-25 is one of the most scenic drives in America.  Stretching from Port
Huron, around Saginaw Bay and into Bay City, this 147-mile tour is a
breeze.

*Lighthouses are a big deal here – famous lighthouses stretch up and
down the entire shoreline of the Thumb, including those in Port Austin,
Harbor Beach and Port Sanilac.  Many of these old buildings are still
open for tours and can make a great day trip.
*Being a Lions fan is harder than it looks – People living in the Thumb

still cheer for Detroit when it comes to professional sports.  They’re
some of the most diehard Lions fans around, despite several disappoint-
ing seasons.  Never doubt their loyalty to game day.
*The people here have a crush on Jimmy Buffet – Thumb dwellers love

life by the shore, so the popularity of the Cheeseburger (festival) in
Caseville, Jimmy Buffet and the island lifestyle should come as no sur-
prise.

*Polka isn’t just a type of dot here – With the huge amount of German
and Polish heritage in the Thumb area, visitors should expect to hear a
little polka music while they’re here.

*Thumbers call it “pop” – Some places call it “soda”, some places call
it “coke”, but in the Thumb, if it’s sugary, carbonated and full of flavor,
it’s pop.

*Bean soup is a big deal – Once upon a time, Kinde was the bean capi-
tol of the world.  In other words, people in the Thumb love their bean
soup.

*People love local here – Whether it’s a small business or a farmer’s
market, Thumb residents love buying local.

*It’s pronounced “See-Ba-Wing”.
*And, yeah, the Sugar Festival is as sweet as it sounds – originally start-

ed with the goal of showing appreciation to the local sugar industry, the
Michigan Sugar Festival in Sebewaing has become one of the coolest
summer fests around.

*Don’t be surprised by that head on the wall – With more than 49,000
acres of state game and wildlife areas in the Thumb region, there’s a
huge hunting culture here.
The Thumb is a great place to visit – scenic shorelines, woods and farm

fields as far as the eye can see, and good old-fashioned small town
friendliness make this region one of the coolest places in the country.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Four Cass City grapplers finished at
the top of their respective weight
class during the individual districts
held at Standish-Sterling. Josh
Jensen, a sophomore, placed first at
171. He will carry a 44-4 record into
the regionals. Placing second at 189
is Eric Reif, a senior. He will carry a
47-10 record going into regionals.
Also placing second was Mike
Milligan, a junior in the 215 weight
class. Milligan takes a 40-9 record
into regionals. Finally, sophomore
Nick Adkins placed third at individ-
ual districts in the 285 weight class
and will carry a 31-16 record into the
individual regionals. 

Three students from Owendale-
Gagetown Area School have been
named local winners in the 41st
America and Me Essay Contest. The
students were Dakotah Alcorn, first;
Benjamin Good, second; and Quinn
Smith, third. All 3 received an award
certificate. Alcorn’s name will also
be engraved on a plaque for perma-
nent display in the school.

The village of Cass City is taking a
$90,000 step towards “going green”,
with a grant provided by the federal
government. Cass City officials will
be installing 48 215-watt solar pan-
els on the roof of the municipal
building to offset costs and reduce
greenhouse gas production. 

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

Cass City area resident William
(Bill) Britt was recently honored as
“Citizen of the Year” by members of
the Tyler Masonic Lodge 317, Cass
City. “The criterion for this honor is
that you be a nonmember and con-
tribute to the betterment of the com-
munity,” explained lodge member
and past Master Ed Good. “Certainly
Bill Britt qualifies, having been a
teacher, coach, principal in the
Owendale-Gagetown School system
for 38 years and is now retired.” Bill
is married and he and his wife, Judy,
have 4 daughters and 8 grandchil-
dren. 

Vying for Cass City’s 2005 Snow
Coming King and Queen honors are
Red Hawk seniors Tara Sherman,
Krista Homakie, Carrie Hillaker,
Tara Whittaker, Luann Laming,
James McKnight, Nick Stoutenburg,
Andrew Schinnerer, Paul Hoelzle
and Mike Havens. The Snow
Coming underclassmen court are
Ashleigh Rabideau, Derek Suro,
Jenni Brinkman, Jarod Stoutenburg,
Caitlin Sorenson and Chris Childs. 

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Walbro Corporation and Cooper
Industries, Inc. recently announced
that they have signed a letter of
intent for Walbro to acquire Sharon
Manufacturing Corporation of
Lambertville, Mich. Walbro chair-
man, president and chief executive
officer L.E. Althaver said, “We are
pleased to add Sharon
Manufacturing to the Walbro family.
Sharon’s line of fuel rails will com-
plete Walbro’s fuel systems offerings
to customers in the U.S. and over-
seas. 

B.A. Calka, 1989 Citizen of the
Year introduced Hills and Dales
General Hospital administrator Ken
Jensen as this year’s Citizen of the
Year. Jensen is a past president of the
Cass City Rotary Club. He is a
Scottish Rite Mason and a Shriner.
Calka told the group that “we honor
him for his enthusiastic willingness
to put his shoulder to the wheel…or
support his fellow citizens in any of
the many ways we all are called
upon.”
Jeff Bader was named junior citizen

of the year. Bader the son of Robert
and Shirley Bader has been president
and chairman of the student council
and chairman of student council sub-
committees. He has worked in vari-
ous civic projects, including a
canned food drive and the delivery
of Christmas boxes for the United
Way. Bader works part-time at
Rawson Memorial Library and plans
to attend Western Michigan
University to study engineering or
business management. 

Karen L. Nicol of Cass City gradu-
ated summa cum laude (with highest
honor). She earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in elementary education.
A 1983 Cass City High School grad-
uate, Nicol was recently hired as a
third grade teacher in the Marlette
Community School District. 

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

A link with Cass City’s past will
soon be gone. The railroad depot at
Garfield and Vulcan Streets, which
has stood at least since early in this
century, is scheduled for demolition.
It was last used as a freight depot in

1975. The last passenger got on
board 20 years earlier. The owner,
the Grand Trunk Western Railroad,
is presently soliciting bids for its
demolition, according to Richard
Dykman of the engineering public
services division.
If they form a Polar Bear club in the

Thumb, Cliff Kibbey should be the
first to join. Last week, with the tem-
perature in the very low teens,
Kibbey was walking around without
a jacket. When bugged about it,
Kibbey said he doesn’t even own a
jacket. That’s surprising. Even more
strange is that Kibbey claims he’s
never cold even when the tempera-
ture goes below zero. (From Rabbit
Tracks) 

Cass City High School debate team
finished fifth at the state final debate
tournament at Central Michigan
University. The team of John
Scollon, Steve Corcoran and Crystal
Gallaway was in third place after the
six preliminary rounds.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Jack Laurie of Cass City is one of
55 Michigan dairymen who recently
joined the Holstein-Friesian
Association of America, the world’s
largest dairy breed registry organiza-
tion. The organization is designed to
help dairymen improve the genetic
base of their herds and provides a
registry for their animals. 

Staff Sergeant Mason Berridge, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Burton Berridge of
Ubly, has been awarded the highest
possible rating in electronics mainte-
nance given by the Strategic Air
Command. Sergeant Berridge
received the Master Technician
Award, which recognized exception-
ally fine performance on the part of
certain noncommissioned officers
skilled in the repair of aircraft sys-
tems. 

Marine Pvt. Leonard Gaszczynski,
son of Mrs. Veronica Gaszczynski of
Cass City, graduated from the Basic
Warehousing Course at the Marine
Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, N.C. He
received instruction in the receipt,
storage, issue, maintenance, sale and
preparation for shipment of Marine
Corps supplies and equipment. A
1974 graduate of Cass City High
School, he joined the Marine Corps
in August 1974.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Ferguson left
Tuesday for a four-day excursion to
Bermuda on an all-expense paid trip
won in the Gulf Oil Company-spon-
sored contest. Ferguson is the Owner
of Cass City Oil and Gas Co.

Gov. George Romney has appoint-
ed Clinton House of Cass City,
Tuscola County Circuit Court
Commissioner. 
The supporters of Warren Wood and

Leland Rabideau are girding for an
all-out sticker campaign at the gener-
al village election. Wood and
Rabideau were defeated in the pri-
mary by Mrs. Gladys Albee and Glen
“Scotty” McCullough. 

An estimated 200 person attended
the morning services Sunday at
which Cass City Methodists dedicat-
ed new church pews and an altar
cross. Congratulating Rev. James
Braid were Howard Bacon, chair-
man of the Methodist Church Board
of Trustees, and John Marshall, lay
leader. 

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Guy W. Landon of Cass City was
elected chairman of the Tuscola

County Chapter of the American Red
Cross. He succeeds Mrs. C.L.
Bougher of Caro. 

Between 400 and 500 persons will
be served at the Tri-County
Republican banquet which will be
held at Cass City High School. 

Only a handful of citizens gathered
at the Council Rooms to attend the
village caucus and short work was
made of the nominations. Eugene B.
Schwaderer was unanimously elect-
ed Village President. 

Group of 258 enjoyed the fine pro-
gram at the annual father and son
banquet. Delbert Profit, A.C. Atwell,
Orion Cardew and A.J. Knapp
appeared on platform with cornets
and saxophones to entertain mem-
bers of the community with their
quartet. Some “smelled a rat” and
finally, as one player after another
left the stage and the music went on
uninterrupted, “the cat was let out of
the bag” and the suspicious were
convinced that a second set of play-
ers back of the curtain had provided
the music. Messrs. Atwell, Profit,
Cardew and Knapp needed no
“backers’ in vocal numbers, howev-
er, and led the group singing effi-
ciently. George Dillman was the
piano player. 

The large neon sign for the Cass
Theatre was placed on the front of
the new theatre building. Workmen
are rushing to completion the new
structure which replaced the building
destroyed by fire on November 29,
1939. Earlier plans were to open the
theatre but the slow drying of the
plaster on the walls has delayed the
opening date. To honor the Cass
Theatre reopening Sunoco Service
will be giving out 100 free tickets. 

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

Post master Corkins has entered
contract for the purchase of new
equipment for the Cass City post
office. The post office floor will be
divided into two sections a lobby and
a work room where the mail is han-
dled. One of the large windows at the
front of the building will light both
sections. There will be a case that
provides 200 lock boxes, the case is
made out of well selected quartered
oak. 

W.A. Mudge, manager for Thumb
Creamery Co. of Cass City and Caro,
is pleased to note the steady increase
of business at each plant. Mudge
says he has made great effort to
make you the best market possible
for your fat and I feel content there
has been none better no matter what
is claimed. With the company in
good financial condition and with no
desire for more than reasonable
interest on their money invested, we
now have exceptionally good market
for our butter which directly benefits
all of Cass City and Caro patrons.
Mudge feels confident Thumb
Creamery Co. can do even better this
year. 

Senator Burrell Tripp is the father
of the new railroad bill which offers
a novel solution to the passenger car
problems occupying the legislature’s
attention. The Tripp bill will call for
2-1/2 cent fares on all but the trunk
lines of the state. The question of
whether they come under the law is
left optional with the railroads. If
they agree they must consent to
spend 25 per cent of their passenger
earnings in the purchase and mainte-
nance of passenger equipment. Tripp
declares this provision will be able to
maintain its passenger’s equipment
and leave them 1.87 cents per mile. 

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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CASS CITY VILLAGE officials recently joined with representatives of

Frankenmuth Credit in a ribbon-cutting ceremony at the credit union branch

office at 6358 Main St. in Cass City.  Pictured above are (front row, from left)

Carrie Luana, Cass City Chamber of Commerce interim director; Carl

Palmateer, village president; Vickie Schmitzer, Frankenmuth Credit Union

CEO; (second row) Carrie Bryce, Cass City team leader; Jeanne Rhodes,

teller; (third row) Joy Scherzer, head teller; Shannon Roth, chamber board

member; and Charla Wichert, service representative.  Also pictured in back

are other members of the chamber and credit union.
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Steering Committee for Asbestos
Litigation. MacCallum also serves as
coordinating counsel in asbestos liti-
gation throughout the state.

“Clients don’t just look to Neil as a
problem solver; they look to him as a
partner, who understands their busi-
ness and how best to represent their
i n t e r e s t s , ”
commented
Michael J.
S u l l i v a n ,
president of
C o l l i n s
E i n h o r n
Farrell PC.
“Because of
Neil’s leader-
ship and the
impact that he
has made,
Neil has earned the respect and grat-
itude of everyone he has worked
with both inside and outside of the
firm. His selection as a 2015 Leader
in the Law is well deserved.”

MacCallum will be formally hon-
ored at an awards ceremony hosted
by Michigan Lawyers Weekly
Thursday, March 26, at Detroit
Marriott Troy, and will be profiled in
the March 30 edition of Michigan
Lawyers Weekly.

Born in Cass City in 1951,
MacCallum graduated from Cass
City High School in 1969 and still
owns the family farm a few miles
outside town.

He says he still enjoys visiting the
area every couple of months, catch-
ing up with long-time friends.  “Cass
City has always been my home town
and the people there have always
been among the best I’ve known,” he
said.
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688

to be about 16 inches of ice.  Officers
also fired up a portable heater to
ensure that if a diver were to suffer
hypothermia, the impact of the cold
would be lessened until they could
be transported to shore.

Veteran diver Jake Dhyse indicated
hypothermia isn’t common while
wearing today’s modern “dry suits”,
although he pointed out the divers
work in shifts, each limited to about
15 minutes in the water.  By that
time, the cold – the water tempera-
ture on this day hovered around 29
degrees -- begins to take a toll on
your feet, he said.

Although the training took place in
roughly 16 feet of water, the visibili-
ty was excellent, allowing for a crys-
tal clear view to the sandy bottom of
the bay.  Still, the divers and those
standing by on the ice relied on the
safety of a rope used to ensure the
diver can communicate via a series
of tugs as they circled below.

Hanson was quick to point out the
staged training was just that – staged.
True emergency situations aren’t
nearly as neat and clean; there’s little
time to devote to creature comforts.
“That’s what we’re normally up
against.  You don’t have the luxury
of setting up a tent or transporting a
heated trailer,” he said, adding time
is of the essence, and weather condi-
tions along with the sheer size of
Saginaw Bay can make locating an
accident scene difficult at best.

At the same time, the sheriff added
the revival of the dive unit started
back in 2010, including efforts to
fully equip the team, have paid off in
creating one of the best prepared
water emergency response units in
the state.  An added bonus, he said, is
that the bulk of some $100,000
worth of vehicles and equipment was
secured without burdening taxpay-
ers.

“I’m very proud to report that near-
ly all the equipment we use to do this
has been acquired through dona-
tions, grants, military surplus,
fundraisers and forfeiture funds,”
Hanson said.
“We’ve got a lot of (equipment) that

most of the sheriff’s offices in the
state don’t have,” he added.  “We’ve
never been equipped the way we are
today.”

Continued from page one.

Thumb divers
prepare for the
worst on bay

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Collins Einhorn Farrell PC, a lead-
ing defense litigation firm in
Southfield, recently announced that
its colleague, Cass City native Neil
W. MacCallum, has been named a
2015 Leader in the Law by Michigan
Lawyers Weekly.
MacCallum, selected for his dedica-

tion, leadership, and going above
and beyond the call in support of his
clients and his firm, is one of 30 dis-
tinguished lawyers who were chosen
to receive the prestigious award.
“They are the lawyers in Michigan
setting the example for other
lawyers,” writes Michigan Lawyers
Weekly’s James K. Williams, Jr.

MacCallum, the co-managing
shareholder of the firm, has worked
in the legal industry for over three
decades. He focuses his practice on
the defense of asbestos
personal injury and property dam-
age, other toxic tort matters, general
personal injury and property damage
claims.

In addition to managing the firm’s
recent growth and success,
MacCallum has become a recog-
nized leader in his area of practice.
His skills have enabled him to assist
his clients in navigating the legal
system, while simultaneously work-
ing with the courts to help create one
of the nation’s most efficient
asbestos litigation dockets. 

MacCallum is regarded as a leader
by his clients, colleagues, and in his
community.

He is involved in a number of
groups and associations, including
serving as an appointed member in
the Wayne County Circuit Court

Cass City native named
the 2015 “leader in law”

Neil MacCallum

WEBBER RESTS for a few moments after com-

pleting his dive, which involved circling in 16 feet of

water in a mock search for a drowning victim.

Divers entered the water in 15-minute shifts.

Saturday, Feb. 28, is the date set for the 25th annual Walk for Warmth,
which raises funds to assist Thumb area residents with utility emergencies.
The event will be hosted by the Human Development Commission (HDC),

and the agency is asking for community support with this important event.
Walk for Warmth is a statewide event sponsored by Community Action

Agencies, such as HDC, to raise money to help local families in need heat
their homes. Local citizens gather pledges and walk a one-mile route in the
cold to keep others warm.

Last year, with the support of community volunteers and businesses, HDC
raised more than $62,000 to help struggling families and senior citizens in
Huron, Lapeer, Sanilac and Tuscola counties.  Money raised in each county
stays in the respective counties.

Walker registration for this year’s event begins at 9 a.m., with simultane-
ous walks taking place in all four counties starting at 9:30 a.m. 

In Tuscola County, the walk begins at the HDC Office located at 429
Montague Avenue in Caro; the Sanilac County walk begins at the HDC
Office at 215 N. Elk St., Sandusky; Lapeer County’s walk begins at the
County Historic Courthouse; and Huron County’s Walk begins at the Wilcox
Park Community Center, 650 Whitelam St. in Bad Axe.

To make a donation, obtain more information on the event, or to have a
pledge sheet sent to you, contact one of the following HDC locations: Huron
County at (989) 269-9502, Lapeer County at (810) 664-7133, Sanilac
County at (810) 648-4497, or Tuscola County at (989) 673-4121.
Residents can also learn and make a donation by logging onto HDC’s web-

site at www.hdc-caro.org or by visiting the organization’s Facebook page.

Walk for Warmth set
this month in Thumb
to benefit the needy

that are performing these evalua-
tions,” he said.  “So, it can certainly
take months.”

Harris faces three counts of armed
robbery and one count each of carry-
ing a weapon with unlawful intent;
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer – causing injury; and
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer, all in connection with
the Jan. 23 armed robbery of the Rite
Aid store in Caro.
He was also arraigned on one count

of attempted escape from jail
through violence, and two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer, all stemming from his
assault against a female corrections
officer and his attempted escape
from the Tuscola County Jail while
he was being booked during the
early morning hours of Jan. 24.

Bond was set at $200,000 cash for
the first set of charges, and $100,000
cash for the counts involving the
assault and attempted escape.

Police began searching for Harris
after Rite Aid employees reported
that a knife-wielding suspect had
robbed the business while wearing
some sort of zebra outfit.  There
were no injuries among store
employees and customers inside the
business at the time.

Investigators later said Harris was
wearing a long coat with zebra
stripes, with a nylon covering his
head.  Troopers from the Michigan
State Police post in Caro took him
into custody after their investigation
led them to an apartment in the area.

During the booking process inside
the county jail in Caro, Harris
attempted to escape, first struggling
with a corrections officer and then
punching her in the face three times.
The attack was recorded on surveil-
lance video.

“He ran out of the booking room
and attempted to get out several exit
doors,” Tuscola County Undersheriff
Glen Skrent said.  “He was subdued
by the female deputy and others who
arrived on scene.  The deputy later
sought treatment at a local hospital.”

In addition to the charges related to
the Rite Aid robbery, Harris was
arraigned just days earlier after he
allegedly attempted to rob Ziels
Wine Shop, formerly the Caro Wine
Shop, located at 895 S. State St., at
knifepoint.

Those charges include carrying a
concealed weapon and possession of
a weapon with unlawful intent.

Robbery case
now on hold
for evaluation

Continued from page one.
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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ANGILA ADAMS (left), truancy/homeless coordinator for the Tuscola

Intermediate School District (TISD), and Susan Walker, director, Great Start

Tuscola, display the $15,000 donation recently presented by Consumer’s

Energy officials to support the TISD’s backpack program.

office is frustrating when it comes to
adequately serving the county’s esti-
mated 4,600 veterans.

Even working part-time, three days
a week, Amend has helped to secure
some $15 million a year in various
benefits for servicemen and women
and their spouses, ranging from serv-
ice-related injury claims to pensions
and education benefits.
But Amend knows he can’t possibly

begin to adequately service the coun-
ty’s veterans now because he often
must travel to serve clients, which
means that while he is on the road,
no one is in the office to answer
questions brought in by veterans,
some of whom are hesitant to ask for
assistance in the first place and will
attempt to do so only once.

“This (millage) would give us two
people to work this office instead of
one,” Amend said, adding one staff
member could be traveling to meet
veterans and assist them in applying
for benefits, while the other would
be in the office five days a week,
available to answer questions and
assist veterans seeking help.

The additional tax revenue would
also enable the office to purchase a
second van to transport more veter-
ans to VA-approved medical facili-
ties in locations such as Bad Axe and
Saginaw as well as Detroit, Ann
Arbor and Battle Creek.

EDC MILLAGE

In addition to providing more sta-
bility in terms of revenue, the pro-
posed EDC millage would pay for an
expansion of staffing – from 1 ½ to 3
½ positions – and augment the
EDC’s revolving and other loan pro-
grams, according to Hoagland.  He
said the millage would enable the
EDC to provide more job opportuni-

Continued from page one.

Special election scheduled for Feb. 24
to benefit veterans, Tuscola Co. EDC

ties in the county and, at the same
time, free up $50,000 the county
annually provides to the EDC —
making up roughly half of the
agency’s annual budget — for other
purposes.

“The last time we had a millage
(that eased funding demands on the
county’s general fund budget) was in
1988 with the first road patrol and
senior citizen millages,” said
Hoagland, who noted Tuscola
County already has among the low-
est allocated millage rates in the
state.
“Like everything else, it takes more

resources to do (everything), but
these are pretty modest millage
amounts.  We’ve done well with
what we’ve had to work with,”
Hoagland added.
Tuscola County EDC director Steve

Erickson said the special levy would
enable his office to better serve resi-
dents while providing a dependable
funding source.  “If approved it
would fully fund the Tuscola County
EDC as well as provide a grant
matching fund of $150,000 for local
municipalities,” he said. 

“When we began in 1982, the
Tuscola County EDC was formed
and supported by our local farmers
and businesses. We provided the
funding they needed to grow in our
county,” Erickson said.  “In the early
1990’s the Tuscola County EDC was
expanded to help grow our manufac-
turing base within the county.
Today, we have grown from a board
of 12 to 23 volunteer community
members from throughout Tuscola
County who represent all aspects of
economic development as well as
health care and education.

“In order to assist and grow our
small businesses, the EDC started an
equipment lease program. This pro-
gram allows small businesses to pur-
chase vital equipment through the

Tuscola County EDC, so that their
business can grow and thrive in our
county,” Erickson explained.  “This
program has created and retained
much needed jobs…and provided
$150,000 of funding to our county
businesses.

“Another facet of financial assis-
tance for businesses in Tuscola
County is our Revolving Loan
Program,” he noted.  “This program
offers businesses gap financing to
assist them in growing their busi-
ness.  This program has also retained
and created jobs.

“(We’re) actively involved in meet-
ing the need of growing our energy
infrastructure to meet the current and
future demands of our agriculture
and manufacturers within our coun-
ty.  The EDC is dedicated to working
with our manufacturers to receive
state grants that help them to expand
their operations or purchase new
equipment,” he said.  “Through our
grant writing service we have helped
to raise over $5 million for the coun-
ty, (and) our new service of creating
master, downtown development
authority, and park and recreation
master plans allows municipalities to
plan for and develop their communi-
ties, downtowns, and park and recre-
ational opportunities.” 

Erickson added, “(We’re) seeking a
millage to combine all of our fund-
ing from one source. Currently,
changes within the tax structure cou-
pled with decreases in property val-
ues and lost revenue from the per-
sonal property tax have caused most
municipalities to struggle financial-
ly.  If approved, this millage would
relieve them of their financial sup-
port to the Tuscola County EDC. It
would also provide them with an
opportunity to receive grant match-
ing dollars for federal and state
grants.”
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Tuscola Intermediate School District (TISD) officials say a generous finan-
cial gift from Consumer’s Energy will go a long way toward boosting efforts
to ensure youth going through tough times aren’t going hungry on the week-
ends.  

Every year more than 350 students are identified as homeless and living in
a transitional housing situation in Tuscola County, according to Angila
Adams, truancy/homeless coordinator for the TISD.  “Many of our students
are unaccompanied homeless youth or youth living in a shelter, or doubled-
up with other relatives or friends,” she said.

“The Tuscola Intermediate School District facilitates a weekly ‘backpack’
program to ensure these youth have food to eat over the weekend,” Adams
added.  “Every Friday backpacks filled with non-perishable food items are
discretely sent home with students from school.”
TISD officials recently received a $15,000 check from Consumer’s Energy

to help fund the project.
“Our students look forward to Fridays, knowing they will have food to eat

for the weekend,” Adams said, noting officials truly appreciate Consumer’s
Energy’s assistance.  “Removing barriers that our students face such as food,
clothing, school supplies and transportation to school is proven to increase
student achievement and success.”

Consumer’s Energy gift of
$15,000 to boost backpack
program for county youth


