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DEFORD AREA resident Lisa Deering, pictured

above (left) with her youngest daughter, Vanessa,

12, is battling Stage 4 pancreatic cancer.  Her

church family at Deford Community Church has

organized a benefit breakfast and silent auction for

the family.  The event is slated for Saturday, Jan.

31, in Deford.

Business moving into Campbell

Village council tackles
waste disposal changes

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

An illness sent Lisa Deering to a doctor last fall, but it’s her unwavering
faith that has brought her to a place where she can face one of the most
frightening diagnoses she could have imagined with courage and peace.
Deering, a longtime Deford area resident, is battling Stage 4 pancreatic can-

cer.
Members of the Deford Community Church have organized a benefit to

help Deering and her family with medical expenses.  The event – a breakfast
and silent auction — is slated for Saturday, Jan. 31, from 9 a.m. to noon at
the church, located at 1392 N. Kingston Rd., Deford.  Organizers are
requesting donations, and the meal will feature pancakes, eggs, sausage, cof-
fee and juice.

Benefit organizer Cyndi Parrish said residents willing to donate items for
the silent auction or make a cash contribution can do so by contacting the
church at (989) 872-4055 or via email at
defordcommunitychurch@gmail.com.

Deering, a member of the Deford Community Church whose youngest
daughter, Vanessa, attends Deford Christian Academy, said she was diag-
nosed with cancer in October.  She also learned the disease was advanced,
having already spread to her liver.
“I was sick to my stomach.  I was just sick, and I (wasn’t) getting better, so

I went to see my doctor,” Deering recalled.  The visit led to a series of tests
that included an ultrasound and MRI.  She was then referred to an oncolo-
gist at U-M Medical Center in Ann Arbor and is currently undergoing
chemotherapy treatments.

While the chemotherapy leaves her feeling fatigued, weak and nauseous,
Deering has managed to stay upbeat.

“It (diagnosis of cancer) is scary, especially when you’re first going
through it,” she said.  “I can take it the way I do because I am a Christian;
no matter what, I’m going to be okay.  I’m going to Heaven.”
Deering, who became a grandmother for the first time just a few weeks ago,

said her greatest concern is for her family, including her husband, Rod, and
the couple’s four children, who range in age from 12 to 24.

At the same time, she noted, the compassion demonstrated by her church
family and the community has been overwhelming.  “Just how loving and
caring the community has been, and how thankful we are to have their (sup-
port),” she added.

Although the prospect of battling cancer left her feeling shell shocked ini-
tially, the diagnosis has also changed Deering’s outlook when it comes to
facing each new day. 

“It changes your whole life, and hopefully, for most people it (diagnosis
like this) changes their life for the better,” said Deering, referring to how
quickly a life-threatening disease puts everything into perspective and
prompts a person to focus on what’s most important and not worry about the
rest.

“If most people would live their life like they’re dying, I think the world
would be a better place,” she added.  “It’s about living every day the best you
can.  Every day.”

Officers nab knife-wielding
“zebra robber” after crime

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

An oddly dressed, knife-wielding
suspect enjoyed freedom only a short
time after robbing the Rite Aid store
in Caro Friday night.
But the crime resulted in some con-

cern among city residents, who were
advised to lock their doors and stay
inside following the armed robbery.

Investigators say the suspect, 18-
year-old Devin Harris of Caro, com-
mitted the crime while out on bond
after being charged in connection
with the alleged attempted armed

robbery of Ziel’s Wine Shop, also in
Caro, earlier this month.

Following
his latest
arrest, Harris
racked up
a d d i t i o n a l
f e l o n y
c h a r g e s
when he
assaulted a
deputy while
attempting to
escape from
the Tuscola County Jail. 

No Rite Aid employees or others

inside the store at the time of the rob-
bery were injured Friday night,
according to troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in Caro.

Troopers reported Harris, armed
with a knife and disguised in a zebra
pattern outfit and nylon mask,
entered the store at about 7:45 p.m.
After leaving the business, he was
last seen running northbound in the
Gilford and Taylor roads area, and
was subsequently apprehended after
the investigation led to an apartment
in the area.

Harris was taken into custody with-

Benefit for Lisa Deering
scheduled this weekend

Health officials report first
case of measles in Michigan

The Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) has
confirmed Michigan’s first measles
case of 2015.
Michigan is now one of seven states

reporting the disease, according to
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). The case
involves an adult in Oakland County,
and may be associated with the
recent Disneyland outbreak in
California, but an exact connection
has not yet been determined.

“As we are seeing with the recent
outbreak in California, measles is a
highly communicable disease that
can affect both children and adults,”
said Dr. Matthew Davis, chief med-
ical executive with the MDCH. “The
best way to protect our families and
communities against measles is to
get vaccinated.”

Measles is a vaccine-preventable
respiratory infection that can result

in hospitalization, pneumonia,
encephalitis, and death. The illness
initially presents with a high fever,
red eyes, cough, runny nose, photo-
phobia, and is followed by a red,
raised body rash starting on the head
and face that then progresses to the
rest of the body.

Because measles is highly commu-
nicable, vaccination is the best line
of defense, and successful preven-
tion and control requires high levels
of immunity in all communities.
MDCH officials continue to coordi-

nate with local health departments to
monitor any potential secondary
cases in individuals who may have
been exposed to the initial case in
Oakland County. Individuals may be
contagious for a few days before
they present with symptoms, which
increases the potential of exposing
others to the infection.

Please turn to page 12.

TROOPERS from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro emphasize com-
munity involvement as well as law
enforcement throughout the year.
Above, several troopers donned Duck
Dynasty costumes before participat-
ing in last year’s Special Olympics
fundraiser in Caro.  See story, page
12.

Please turn to page 16.

Devin Harris

Man suffers apparent self-inflicted
gunshot wound, discovered in ditch

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into the discovery of an 18-year-old
male in a ditch with severe facial
injuries from an apparent self-inflict-
ed gunshot wound Monday.

Deputies were dispatched to
Parisville Road, north of Purdy Road
– about seven miles northeast of
Ubly in Huron County’s Paris
Township — just before noon,
according to Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson,
who said the initial report indicated

the victim may have suffered dog
bite wounds.

“Sgt. James Hunt, who was only
minutes away, arrived to find an 18-
yr-old male with severe facial
injuries, kneeling in the ditch across
the road from his residence.  He and
a passerby administered limited first
aid while EMS was en route,”
Hanson said.

“Through limited communication
by way of the victim reacting to yes
and no questions, Sgt. Hunt was able
to glean some information as to what
most likely occurred.  As of press
time, it appears the facial wounds

were caused by a self-inflicted gun-
shot blast, which occurred inside of
his residence,” he added.

“Bingham Ambulance Service
arrived on scene and transported the
victim to Huron Medical Center in
Bad Axe, where he was flown to a
Saginaw area hospital by helicopter.
“Other deputies arrived at the scene

as well as our detective.  A search
warrant was authorized for the resi-
dence and they are still investigating
this incident,” Hanson said.

The Ubly Police Department and
Sherman Township Fire Department
assisted deputies at the scene.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials are wel-
coming a second business poised to
utilize a portion of the former
Campbell Elementary School build-
ing.

School Supt. Jeff Hartel made the
announcement during a regular
monthly board of education Monday
night, saying Hi-Performance
Engineering, a Midwest aftermarket
snowmobile and ATV/UTV parts
distributor, is moving into the build-
ing’s former library and teachers’
lounge.

“It’s going to be a call center for
ordering catalogues.  They’re going
to be hiring a number of Marshall
employees,” noted Hartel, referring
to the scheduled closure of Marshall
Distributing Inc., Cass City, this
spring, following the longtime local
business’ sale to a Boise, Idaho com-
pany last year.

Hi-Performance officials have
agreed to lease payments of $500 per
month for the first 90 days, followed
by monthly payments of $600.  The
former school is also currently hous-
ing Thumb Area Psychological
Services, which uses a smaller
amount of space and pays the district
$350 per month.

In a related matter, Hartel told the
board he has been contacted by
Osentoski Reality, Cass City, the list-
ing agent for the building.  The first
year of listing the former school for
sale is now done, and the company
wants to know if the district would
like to continue listing it, he said.

The question sparked a discussion
over school officials’ asking price of
$205,000 for the structure based on
valuation estimates that suggested an
acceptable price range of $80,000 to

$205,000.
Hartel told the board he has been

contacted by a couple of people who
have expressed interest in the struc-
ture.  However, there have been no
follow-up conversations with those
individuals.  And, Hartel indicated
he isn’t expecting any.  “I think it
(asking price) scares them off.  Tavis
(Osentoski) says we’re not going to
get an offer at $205,000,” he said.

Meanwhile, Hartel added, main-
Please turn to page 12.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Village residents not connected to
the Cass City sewer system can
expect officials to regulate their
waste disposal methods more closely
in the near future, according to a new
ordinance proposed Monday during
the regular monthly meeting of the
village council. 

Additionally, planned changes to
the local sewer system ordinance

allows for large volume wastewater
producers – namely the Dairy
Farmers of America (DFA) milk
plant – which may burden the cur-
rent wastewater treatment plant, to
install their own system under strict
guidelines and only upon approval of
the village council and in accordance
with state and federal regulations.

Village attorney Jason Bitzer, who
penned the changes, says they are
needed to make sure Cass City’s

Please turn to page 12.
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Germaine Dybilas

Germaine M. Dybilas
(Puszykowski), 80, of Ubly, passed
away Monday, January 19, 2015 at
Courtney Manor in Bad Axe after a
courageous battle with Lou Gehrig’s
disease.  She was born May 11, 1934
in Saginaw, Michigan to the late
Mitchel and Victoria (Walkowiak)
Puszykowski.  

She married Joseph Dybilas
November 6, 1954 in St. Rita’s
Catholic Church in Saginaw.
Together, they were blessed with 57
years of marriage until Joseph’s
passing on December 27, 2011.  

Germaine and Joseph owned and
operated a dairy farm in Ubly until
1983 and were long time members of
Good Shepherd Parish-St. John the
Ev. Catholic Church and Christian
Mothers.  Germaine was a lector at
church and enjoyed cooking, garden-
ing, playing cards, bingo, traveling,
going on casino trips, walking
through the woods, knitting, sewing
and baking for her grandchildren.
She also enjoyed feeding her orioles
and hummingbirds, fishing, canning,
collecting lighthouses, and antique
toys.  Germaine was a very self-suf-
ficient lady and took great pride in
her family, especially her grandchil-

dren.
Surviving are three children:

Stephen (Carol) Dybilas, Paul
Dybilas and Kathy (Russ) Esther,
nine grandchildren: Ashley (Garrett)
McLean, Deric (Katie) Esther,
Ashley Dybilas, Carissa Dybilas,
Joseph Dybilas, Brianne Dybilas,
Brock, Connor and Dakota Esther;
two brothers, John “Jack” (Carol)
Puszykowski and Dr. Robert
(Nancy) Puszykowski; one sister in-
law, Josephine Wolschlager and spe-
cial family friends: Ben Long, James
Harnish, Carol Van Erp, the Miller
and Yoder families, many nieces and
nephews.  

Germaine was predeceased by
infant daughters: Delphine, Michele,
Jane, Judith and Geanine, her father
and mother in-law, Jan (Maryanna)
Dybilas and sisters and brothers in-
law: Irene (Ed) Sieradzki, Sabina
(Daniel) Guigar, Nora (Joseph)
Peters and Joseph Wolschlager.

The Funeral Mass will be celebrat-
ed Saturday, January 31, 2015 at
11:00 a.m. at Good Shepherd Parish-
St. John the Ev. Catholic Church,
Ubly.  Fr. Charles Hammond will
celebrate the Mass and private inurn-
ment will take place at a later date at
St. Columbkille Cemetery.  

Friends may call at the church only
on Friday, January 30, from 7:00 to
9:00 p.m. and Saturday after 10:00
a.m.  Those planning an expression
of sympathy may wish to consider
memorials to Courtney Manor in
Bad Axe.      

Arrangements were made by
Ambrose Funeral Home of Bay City.

Robert Jackson

Robert Gerald Jackson, 76, of Ubly,
passed away unexpectedly
Wednesday morning, January 21,
2015 at Courtney Manor.

He was born May 7, 1938 in Cass
City to the late Clifford and Thelma
(Decker) Jackson. 

He married Joan Rumptz
November 16, 1963 at St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church in Ubly.
Robert was a graduate of Ubly High

School and the Detroit Electrical
RET School. He was then employed
in California for the military aero-
space industry as an electronic avia-
tion technician. He was also
employed with Boeing Industries
and retired in 1998. Robert enjoyed

fishing in his younger years, watch-
ing TV, playing pool and cards, read-
ing and cryptograms.
Robert is survived by his wife of 51

years, Joan Jackson of Ubly; three
children, Stephen F. Jackson of
Sheridan Wyoming, Cindi L.
Jackson of Orem, Utah, John R.
Jackson and his wife, Donna of
Apple Valley, Calif.; six grandchil-
dren; three great-grandchildren; his
mother-in-law, Vivian Rumptz; six
sisters-in-law; four brothers-in-law;
and many nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his
father-in-law, Clarence Rumptz; one
sister-in-law; three brothers-in-law.
A Memorial Mass for Robert will be

planned in the spring.
Arrangements have been made by

the Zinger-Smigielski Funeral Home
in Ubly.
Please visit www.smigielskifuneral-

homes.com to express your sympa-
thy and sign the guest book for
Robert’s family.

James Phillips

James Martin Phillips, 90, of Cass
City, died Wednesday, January 21,
2015 in Tendercare Nursing Facility.
He was born March 4, 1924 in
Harriman, TN to Martin and Amanda
(Morgan) Phillips.  

He married Lavonia “Bonnie”
Morris September 27, 1941 in Rome,
GA.   She died January 13, 2013.

James and Bonnie moved to
Michigan after he returned from
serving in the military during World
War II.  They found jobs and settled

in Rochester.  Jim worked for
Rochester Paper Company retiring
after 38 years of service.  He was a
former Elks Club member.  Jim
enjoyed golfing and shuffleboard.
He loved working in his gardens.
Jim was a member of the First
Baptist Church of Cass City.  At one
time, Jim and Bonnie enjoyed bowl-
ing and were members of bowling
leagues in the Rochester area.  

James is survived by his children:
James Christopher Phillips of Troy,
Lyn (Don) Moonen of Rochester
Hills and Martin Stephen (Alixann)
Phillips of Franklin, Ohio; grand-
children:  Kenneth Scott (Donna)
Richardson II, Jaime (John) Martin,
Aimee (Vance) Reisig, Marty
Phillips, Amanda Phillips, Jordan
Phillips, Shelby Phillips, Kate
Phillips, Jenna Phillips, Jocelyn
Reardon and Ian Reardon; great-
grandchildren:  Lauren, Elizabeth
and Ava; and many nieces and
nephews.  

He was preceded in death by broth-
ers:  John Phillips, Albert Phillips
and Glen Phillips; sister, Carrie
Brown; daughter-in-law, Jeannine
Phillips.

Funeral services were held January
23 in First Baptist Church of Cass
City with the Rev. David Hill offici-
ating.  

Interment was in Mount Avon
Cemetery, Rochester, January 26.  

Memorials may be made to First
Baptist Church of Cass City.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Karen Spencer

Karen Debra Spencer, 62, of Cass
City, died unexpectedly Thursday,
January 22, 2015 in her home.  She
was born September 21, 1952 in
Caro, the fourth child of five born to
Glen and Betty (Force) Stewart.  

She married Kenneth Daniel
Spencer October 26, 1980 in Caro
Church of Christ.  

Karen graduated from Akron
Fairgrove High School in 1970.  She
attended Michigan Christian
College.  Karen worked for Walbro
Manufacturing where she met Ken
and began their life together.  She
worked as a Census Taker and as a
clerk for Cass City Shell gas station
and party store.  Karen was a school
bus driver for Cass City Community
Schools for many years.  Most
recently Karen worked as an
Election Board Official in Tuscola
County.  The job that was her great-
est joy was babysitting her grand-
children.  Karen was a member of
Caro Church of Christ for many
years, the Vassar Red Hat Society
and the Rawson Memorial Library
Ravenous Readers Book Club.  Last
year alone she read more than 35
books.  When the girls were younger,
Karen served as their Girl Scout
Troop Leader.  Karen enjoyed knit-
ting, crocheting and sewing.  She
made her own wedding dress and
many outfits for her children.  She
also enjoyed working jigsaw and
Sudoku puzzles.  Karen, Ken and
their family enjoyed traveling to
many places across the United States
and trips to Germany to visit Kari.
She was a good homemaker and
great cook, making many favorite
recipes from scratch.

Karen is survived by her husband,
Kenneth; children:  William “Bill”
(Janel Bitzer) Spencer of Caro,
Tiffany (Jeffrey) Stephens of Caro,
Kenneth “Kenny” (Jennifer) Spencer
of Cass City and Kari (Justin) Dyke
of Spangdahlem Air Force Base,
Germany; grandchildren:  Alexa,
Kaleb, Bryce, Seth, Madalynn,
Maggie and the seventh due soon;
sister, Sharrie Spencer of Toledo,
OH; mother-in-law, Elsie Spencer of
Springfield, MO; sisters-in-law:
Rosemary Spencer of Springfield,
MO and Valerie Spencer of
Springfield, MO; brother-in-law,
David (Denise) Spencer of Bowling
Green, KY; many nieces and
nephews; foster parents, Don and
Lois Wright of Lapeer.  She is pre-
ceded in death by her parents, Glen
and Betty Stewart; sisters:  Barb
Shagena and Kathy Sandmann;
brother, Michael Stewart; half broth-
er, Robert Force.  
A funeral service was held Tuesday,

January 27 in Kranz Funeral Home,
Cass City with Don Wright of
Romeo Church of Christ officiating.   

Memorials may be made to Caro
Church of Christ.   

Interment will take place at a later
date.  

Pallbearers for Mrs. Spencer:
William Spencer, Kenny Spencer,
Justin Dyke, Jeffrey Stephens, Eric
Hartwick and Carl Gyurko.  
Family and friends may share mem-

ories, prayers and stories with the
family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Too many residents

not getting screened
January is Cervical Health Awareness Month,

and we would like to report that an overwhelming
number of Michigan women are doing all they can
to avoid facing the frightening diagnosis of cervi-
cal cancer.   But we can’t.

Michigan Department of Community Health
(MDCH) officials are reminding all women to stay
current on their cervical cancer screening to
improve their health in 2015, and to prevent cervi-
cal cancer in the future.

In 2011, 358 Michigan women were diagnosed
with invasive cervical cancer, and in 2012, 114
Michigan women died from this disease.
About 70 percent of cervical cancer in the United

States could be prevented through human papillo-
mavirus (HPV) vaccination, according to Dr.
Matthew Davis, chief medical executive of the
MDCH. He notes that three doses of HPV vaccine
are recommended for girls and boys at 11 to 12
years of age, but the vaccine can be given up
through age 26. Davis says the HPV vaccine is
safe, effective, and produces better immunity when
given at the recommended age of 11 to 12 years.

However, as of Dec. 2014, only 32.3 percent of
females and 16.1 percent of males ages 13-17 had
received the entire three-dose vaccine series,
according to Michigan Care Improvement Registry
data.

In addition, the simple, affordable, and easy-to-
administer screening test to detect cervical cancer,
the Pap test, has been widely available for 70
years. Still, more than half of cervical cancer
deaths are seen in women who have either never
had a Pap test, or have not had testing in more
than five years.
Along with lack of screening, the most significant

risk factor for cervical cancer is HPV infection; 99
percent of cervical cancers are caused by HPV.

Screening for cervical cancer is recommended to
begin at age 21. Through the Healthy Michigan
Plan, women’s preventive health care, such as
screenings for cervical cancer, mammograms, pre-
natal care, immunizations, and other services, is
covered without co-pays. Pap tests are available at
family planning clinics, and for women ages 40-
64, Pap testing is accessible through the Breast
and Cervical Cancer Control Program (BCCCP).
For more information about the BCCCP, call 800-
922-MAMM (6266).

Vaccines for Children (VFC), Medicaid, MI-
Child, and most health insurances pay for the HPV
vaccine. If your child does not have health insur-
ance, or does not have insurance that covers these
vaccines, ask your health care provider or local
health department about the VFC program. VFC
provides no-or-low cost vaccines to eligible chil-
dren, 18 years of age and younger.

The bottom line is this: If cervical cancer can be
prevented, and there are resources out there to
help in obtaining the screening that could save
your life, what’s holding you back?

Take a few minutes and set up an appointment.
Do it for yourself.  Do it for all of those people
whose lives wouldn’t be complete without you.

With most things in life, I prefer the calm, safe (bor-
ing) approach. I am not a thrill-seeker. I do not endeav-
or to live on the wild side. Far from it. I drive within the
speed limit; I wear sensible shoes; I brush after meals;
I have first aid kits in each of the family vehicles. None
of my hobbies involves parachutes, bungee cords, zip
lines or poisonous snakes.

I don’t need extreme measures to get my adrenaline
pumping. Roller coaster? Hang glider? Nah, I find my
excitement a little closer to home. 
By most accounts, I am as bland as milk toast – except

when I enter the kitchen. There, I become a daredevil –
a spice wielding, tongs toting, garlic pressing, potato
mashing, pepper milling, cheese grating, lemon zesting,
pan brandishing ninja warrior of the room with the
stew. (Whew!)

And I’m just getting started. Can someone hand me a
spatula?
My kitchen is my playground. I swing with the sauces

and slide with the spices and go ‘round and ‘round with
a whisk, whipping up something fresh and unique and
dare I say daring. My kitchen is a space where rules are
like egg shells and made to be broken – or better yet
shattered. Give me some eggs, flour, milk, cheese and
herbs, let me toss ‘em together and we’ll see what we
get. Soufflé!
There’s one slight but pesky problem with my inspired

and invigorating cooking behaviors: other people (aka
my family). Not everyone is a culinary risk taker. Many
people prefer a more calm, safe (boring) approach to
food. They favor familiar flavors and find it difficult to
embrace a combination of cayenne with chocolate for a

mole sauce, a last minute decision to add dried cranber-
ries to the apple cobbler or an inspired substitution of
quinoa for rice in Friday night’s stir fry.

Other people prefer predictability in the kitchen. They
expect their split pea soup to taste like split pea soup and
white rice to be white. This consistency in cooking
requires something outside the reaches, desires or imagi-
nation of my kitchen skills: the ability to follow a recipe. 

I’ve tried following recipes. And failed. Recipes restrict
my culinary creativity. They require one’s pantry to be
stocked with certain ingredients while limiting use of
food items not on the official list. That’s too many rules
for me. 

In addition, most of the recipes I’ve seen involve meas-
uring and measuring involves numbers. I’ve always pre-
ferred letters over numbers, except in algebra, but that’s a
story of PTSD I’ve buried deep within my psyche. I think
it’s best not to resuscitate those demons here. 

Let’s just say I lack an aptitude for measuring and leave
it at that. 
I am a kitchen daredevil. There, I said it out loud. It feels

good to come clean and admit I’ve been feeding my kids
experimental concoctions since the 1990s. And, despite
their complaints about ingredients, flavors, spices and
texture (and there have been more than a few during any
given month-week-day-meal) my offspring have man-
aged to survive. I like to believe they’re better for it.
Regular, nice moms give their kids macaroni and cheese.
I’ve given mine experience, variety, adventure and mys-
tery. 

That, and quinoa.
—-

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. She welcomes having
readers follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook
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Construction in the village of Cass City was quite busy
in 2014. There were 12 commercial building permits and
19 residential building permits issued. That’s up from
2013’s total of six commercial building permits and one
residential building permit. An increase in construction is
a sign of an improving economy in the community, says
Village Manager Peter Cristiano. 

**********

Cass City’s water tower is 51 years old but in great
shape. It was last inspected in 2013 by Nelson Tank
Engineering and the paint on the inside of the water tower
wet interior is 99.99 percent intact.

With proper maintenance it should last well over 100
years.

Let’s drink to that. 

**********

Michigan officials say gas prices aren’t the only thing
falling in the state these days.

Michigan’s seasonally adjusted unemployment rate in
December dropped over the month by four-tenths of a
percentage point to 6.3 percent, according to data
released by the Michigan Department of Technology,
Management & Budget.

The state unemployment rate dropped 10 out of 12
months during 2014 and is at its lowest point since
November 2002.

“The continuing drop in Michigan’s unemployment rate
is both an affirmation and a call to action. Finishing the
year with the lowest unemployment rate in more than 12
years shows we are on the right path as our economy is
growing stronger with an environment that is creating
more and better jobs,” said Gov. Rick Snyder. 

Total employment rose in December by 21,000 as the
number of unemployed dropped by 21,000. From
December 2013 to December 2014, the number of unem-
ployed in the state fell by 89,000 or 23 percent. This drop
outpaced the nationwide reduction of 16.3 percent over
the same period. 

***********

Art lovers in Cass City, take heart.
Marilyn Biefer, one of the founding members of the

Artistic Endeavors Art Gallery, located at 6358 Main St.,
says the local gallery will remain closed for renovations
until March 13.  However, she noted, they will reopen in
the spring with new business hours in the rear portion of
the building.  

“We hope to see our patrons back in full swing with us
in March,” she added.  “Classes will start back up in the
spring.  We are excited to get back at our dream.”

In the meantime, anyone needing to contact the gallery
can contact Biefer at (989) 872-2224 or (989) 550-5129,
or Judy Hoelzle at 872-2534.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several defendants on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Charles A. Lawrie, 48, Caro, was
sentenced to 90 days in the county
jail following his plea of guilty to
possession of marijuana, subsequent
offense, March 27 in Caro.

He was also placed on 24 months
probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $438 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Ronald H. Roseberry Jr., 48, Clio,
was sentenced to three months to 12
years in prison following his plea of
guilty to a charge of being a felon in

Traffic stop in Huron Co. ends
in two arrests on drug charges

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A traffic stop early Friday morning
in Huron County led to the arrests of
both the driver and passenger on
felony drug charges.
According to Huron County Sheriff

Kelly J. Hanson, Deputy Warren
Kuhl stopped a 2000 Mercury on M-
53 near Popple Road, and while
checking the status of the driver’s
license, he learned the driver’s privi-
leges were suspended.

“He then placed the driver under
arrest for driving on a suspended dri-
ver’s license and had the Bad Axe
City police come to his location to

stand by for the impounding wreck-
er, as well as to transport the female
passenger back into Bad Axe,”
Hanson said.  “Before Officer Nate
Flores could transport the female
back to Bad Axe, he searched her
purse and located a packet of heroin
and a packet of cocaine along with
syringes.  She was then arrested for
felony possession of narcotics and
transported to our jail.
“This morning our deputies did fur-

ther follow up into the incident,”
Hanson added.  “More information
and evidence was collected, which
ended with the Huron County
Prosecutor’s Office authorizing
felony drug delivery charges on the

driver.  Forfeiture proceedings were
also started on the suspect’s 2000
Mercury.”

Later in the day, deputies executed
a search warrant at the female sus-
pect’s apartment in Bad Axe, where
they confiscated more drug para-
phernalia.

The female suspect, 20-year-old
Taylor Reese, was subsequently
arraigned in Huron County District
Court.  She remains lodged in the
Huron County Jail on a $15,000
bond.  The name of the 23-year-old
Saginaw driver/suspect was being
withheld pending arraignment.  He
remains lodged in the jail on an
$11,500 bond.

Motorists can now trade fees for volunteer work
About 168,000 Michigan residents

could perform community service
instead of paying hundreds of dollars
for some Driver Responsibility Fees,
a move that benefits both drivers and
the agencies that serve Michigan
communities around the state,
according to Secretary of State Ruth
Johnson.

“Traffic ticket fees, court costs and
higher insurance premiums are diffi-
cult enough,” Johnson added. “With
this new program, motorists can
meet their legal obligations while
minimizing any added financial bur-
den to their families and while also
helping people in their community.”

Johnson voted against the fees as a
state representative and has support-
ed eliminating them, calling them a
burden. The new program gives
motorists an opportunity to eliminate
their Driver Responsibility Fees by

completing 10 hours of volunteer
work for each qualifying assessment
on their driving record.

The Michigan Department of
Treasury mailed a letter with addi-
tional information to those who are
eligible.

The Driver Responsibility Fee-
Community Service Program began
Jan.1 and will end Dec. 31. Eligible
candidates must submit an applica-
tion to the treasury department spec-
ifying which qualifying assessments
they would like waived and what
type of community service they will
perform. Once their applications are
approved, they will have 45 days to
complete their volunteer work.

Those with several qualifying
assessments may request a deferral
for some of them and, if approved,
complete the remainder at a later

possession of a firearm May 10 in
Arbela Township.  He was also con-
victed of being an habitual offender
(three or more prior felony convic-
tions.

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $198 plus restitution of $5,000.
*Brett G. Lackie, 33, Caro, was sen-

tenced to two to 15 years in prison
following his plea of guilty to violat-
ing the Sex Offenders Registration
Act by failing to register a log-in
name or other identifying informa-
tion used to access an electronic mail
address or messaging system

(Facebook) June 4 in Caro.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to prison, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $198 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*David E. Wheaton, 47, Fostoria,
pleaded no contest to a charge of
aggravated stalking between January
and March 25, 2014, in Watertown
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

date during the year.
Eligible individuals must volunteer

to work for someone other than a
family member without receiving
any compensation. Volunteer oppor-
tunities can include local nonprofits
(organizations classified as a
501c(3)), places of worship, schools,
or city and state agencies.
The Driver Responsibility Fees that

can be erased by community service
are for No Proof of Insurance, No
Insurance, Driving Without Proper
License/Endorsement/Vehicle Group
Designator, Driving While License
Expired, and Driving While
Unlicensed or License Not Valid.

Residents with questions about the
program and the qualifications need-
ed to apply can also call the
Department of Treasury at 800-950-
6227.
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Of chainsaws and

shootin’ the breeze

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Keith Mitchell is a welcome reminder to me on occasion of just how satis-
fying a simple conversation can be with someone in person, especially in
this world of cell phones, iPhones, email and other forms of electronic com-
munication.

I sometimes wonder how many people – you know, the ones whose faces
are always glued to a screen of one kind or another — feel like a deer caught
in the headlights when they suddenly find themselves actually talking to
another human being face-to-face.

I’ll admit I tend to get caught up in the convenience of a keyboard and the
Internet, but there’s still nothing like communicating the way folks were
forced to back in the day.

I see Keith every now and again, usually when I’ve asked him to deliver a
load of firewood.  I look forward to visiting with the Cass City area resident,
because I usually learn something new when I do.  Even when I don’t, he
rarely disappoints when it comes to sharing an interesting story or bit of his-
tory.
His latest visit came some weeks after he asked if I’d like him to take down

a dead elm along our long, winding driveway.  In the meantime, my wife
surprised me at Christmas with a chainsaw.  I was thrilled but a bit intimi-
dated by the gift.  Okay, a lot intimidated.  That’s natural, considering my
lack of experience with a chainsaw and the fact that one of these things could
put an end to my typing days – or much worse — in short order if I’m not
careful.

I recalled Keith telling me about an area man whose inexperience with a
chainsaw may have been the reason the tip of the machine came in contact
with a piece of wood, causing the saw to kick back and strike him in the
upper body.  His wounds proved fatal.

So, I admired my new chainsaw, but left it in the case until Keith arrived
last week, as promised, to cut down my elm.

He delivered a lot more than some ready-to-split firewood.
First, I learned the proper technique for downing a tree in such a way that

it falls in the general vicinity you’re hoping for.  He went on to trim some
branches and reduce the trunk into manageable sections, demonstrating
ways to cut through the trunk without getting the saw blade pinched in the
process.

Now, I know Keith’s been working in the woods since he was in high
school, but I still marveled at his strength and sure hand with that chainsaw
as he sliced through the wood like soft butter while alternately using either
side of the saw above and below.

Then it was my turn, and with some helpful hints, I tried my hand at trim-
ming limbs.  I still have a great deal of respect for the equipment — not to
mention a lot more to learn — but I walked away from that tree much more
confident.  Having all my fingers still attached was certainly a big boost.

Our visit lasted just a little over an hour, but it was memorable.
Thanks to Keith, I was reminded on this day that it’s best to start slow and

take your time when learning a new skill.  And, equally important, that the
only stupid questions are the ones you’re too afraid to ask because, well, you
don’t want to look stupid.

Of course, I still appreciate the convenience and immediacy email affords
me every day, but I’m convinced it will never replace the sort of interaction
that can only be found by shootin’ the breeze the old-fashioned way.

5 YEARS AGO (2010)

Area resident Thelma Graham
marked her 100th birthday
Thursday. She says an active
lifestyle and remaining independ-
ent have been keys to her longevi-
ty.

Showing the consistency that
Coach Don Markel strives towards
in the team’s 60-18 win over the
Hatchets and Cass City’s 40-29
upset of the state ranked Red
Raiders were double winners Jon
Crouch (119 pounds), Cody
Crouch (125 pounds), Kevven
Dorland (145 pounds), Kurt Reif
(152 pounds), Mike Milligan
(189/215 pounds) and Eric Reif
(189/215 pounds).

The Elkland Township Fire
Department officers for 2010 are:
Dale Tabar, lieutenant; Jeremy
Somerville, captain; Glenn Guilds,
chief; Scott Wright, assistant chief;
Mark Tomlinson, captain; and Paul
Learman, lieutenant.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)

A weekend snowstorm that
dumped several inches of snow in
the Thumb caused headaches for
motorists and translated into long
hours for road crews, but law
enforcement officials reported few
serious traffic accidents. The blus-
tery storm blew into the area early
Saturday morning and increased in
intensity, with wind gusts reaching
nearly 40 miles per hour, causing
whiteout conditions at times.
According to weather data record-
ed at the Cass City Wastewater
treatment plant, the total snowfall
was 6.8 inches, although amounts
varied from area to area, with some
portions of the Thumb receiving
nearly a foot of snow.

A community youth organization
in Tuscola County has invested in
the Novesta Church of Christ’s
popular “Fifth Quarter Parties”.
Future Youth Involvement (FYI), a
branch of the Tuscola County
Community Foundation, recently
awarded $5,000 to the church to
help fund the youth parties, which
are held after Cass City High
School home football and basket-
ball games.

Cass City High School students
Laura McComas, Marcel Helland
and Lysa Knight were recently
selected to perform with the
Michigan School Band and
Orchestra Association (MSBOA)
District I11 Honors Band. The stu-
dents were chosen based on the
recommendation of Doug Burtch,
director of bands. 

25 YEARS AGO (1990)

Cass City’s team qualified to
advance to the state championship
rounds when it placed among the
top 4 teams at the Class C-D
Debate Districts Jan. 13 at Central
Michigan University, forensics
director Jane Reif said. “Our affir-
mative team of Brent Sturtevant
and Wendy Hercliff went 6-1 and
received trophies for third place
(for third and fourth year debaters)
and fourth place (for second-year
debaters), respectively ,” she said.
Senior Chris Folk and sophomore
Melanie Churchill, both first year
debaters, round out Cass City’s
1989-90 team. Junior Jody Joles is
the squad’s official time keeper.

Red Hawk Student of the Week,
courtesy of Board Chrysler-Your
Downtown Dealer, is junior
Jennifer McNaughton. Jennifer,
daughter of Connie and Dave
McNaughton, is honored as student
of the week for being elected to the
Lions’ All State Band.
We expect no change in staff now

that Provincial House in Cass city
has been taken over by Tendercare,
Inc., from Beverly Enterprises,
Connie Schwaderer, director, said
this week. Tendercare authorities
said that the sale included 42 facil-
ities, 11 of which were sold. The
company now has 31 facilities with
3,775 beds and approximately
3,000 employees and is the largest
nursing home care company in the
state. Provincial House was estab-
lished in October 1973 and
acquired by Beverly Enterprises
Jan. 1, 1982.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)

Katherine C. Smith of Snover is
one of 540 Michigan State
University students to have
received all A’s during the fall
term. A freshman, she is majoring

in accounting and financial admin-
istration. She is a graduate of
Marlette High School.

The Hawks won 15-4 and 15-9 in
the first match and 15-4 and 15-6
in the second match. Tammi
Rabideau and Julie Carpenter were
perfect from the service line and
Padgett Randall helped with sever-
al good spikes to pace the team vic-
tory. Coach Michelle Anscomb
said that the victories were the
results of very fine team play in
addition to the individual efforts of
several girls.

Seldom has a game in the Thumb
B Conference been as one-sided as
the Cass City-Sandusky clash
Tuesday night when the host
Hawks rolled over the Redskins,
93-47. Cass City had five players
in double figures headed by Steve
Richards with 15 and Craig Tonti
and Tim Fahrner with 12 each. Pat
Soffredine led Sandusky with 12.

40 YEARS AGO (1975)

Judge Martin Clements, 36,
newest Circuit Court Judge for the
Tuscola-Lapeer Circuit was sworn
in by Judge Norman Baguley
Friday in Lapeer. A packed court-
room, including Clements’ family,
watched as the former Lapeer
County Prosecutor took the oath.
Lloyd Brown, Cass City, celebrat-

ed his 90th birthday Monday with
congratulations from President
Gerald Ford and Governor William
Milliken. Brown, who served as a
Justice of the Peace in Greenleaf
Township for 25 years and a school
official in the Cumber and
Holbrook districts for 35 years,
said “good clean living” has helped
him reach 90 years. Brown, who
has 18 grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren, lives with his
wife on Seeger Street. He still
drives a car and is in good health. 

Cass City’s FFA land judging
team was awarded second-place
honors in county-wide competition
at the Tuscola Soil Conservation
District dinner Wednesday, Jan. 15,
held in Caro. Team members are
Don Koepfgen, John Broecker and
Greg Moore, who had the three top
scores of the group. Other mem-
bers of the team include Tim
Dorland, Bill Wills, Ken Meredith,
Jim Watrous and Bill Hurt.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)

Five Cass City band students are
expected to be among 85 students
from 19 schools taking part in the
Tri-county Honors Band concert at
the Cass City High School.  Open
to the public, the concert will fea-
ture Dr. Harry Begian, Wayne State
University director of bands, as
guest director. Representing Cass
City will be Jon Avery, Sharada
Hurd, Don Joos, Mary Lou
Spencer and Bob Spencer.

Two well-known local mechanics
have purchased the Standard Oil
gas station business in Cass City
from Millard Ball and will assume
control Feb. 1, the date the transac-
tion becomes effective. The two
new owners are Louis Salas and
Floyd Luettke. Luettke has worked
as a mechanic and bump and paint
man for 18 years while Salas has
compiled 17 years as a mechanic.
The sale includes the inventory and
equipment at the station. Ball said
that he has accepted a post with
Walbro Corporation where he
worked prior to entering the gas
business.

Hills and Dales General Hospital
Auxiliary members installed three
officers at an anniversary meet at
the hospital. Installed were: Mrs.
H.T. Donahue, vice-president;
Mrs. Neil Harry, president, and
Mrs. Frederick Auten, president-

elect.
75 YEARS AGO (1940)

The Cass City Sand and Gravel
Company will spend approximate-
ly $6,000.00 in new machinery and
buildings in order to enlarge the
scope of their operations the com-
ing season. They will manufacture
concrete brick and concrete tile in
addition to supplying sand and
gravel for highway construction.
The new manufacturing program
will tend to provide a steadier
demand for labor at their plant
three miles southwest of Cass City.

Joe Diaz, who has been in the
shoe repairing business in Cass
City for the past 13 years, this
week installed three new machines
to bring his equipment right up to
the last minute. A curved needle
stitcher does the fine work on the
better class of shoes, while a
straight needle stitcher will be used
on heavy work shoes and harness
repair work. A long American fin-
ishing machine provides brushes,
smoothing and polishing wheels
and other fixtures for putting the
finishing touches to all kinds of
shoe repair work. These three new
machines are electrically driven. 

If you were asked the question,
“Who is chief of the Cass City Fire
Department,” would you know? If
you do not, you are among many,
for after a Chronicle reporter asked
a number of townspeople that
question not one knew and one was
surprised that the village had a fire
department. At the annual meeting
held recently, Mr. Kinnaird, feeling
unable to continue as a member,
resigned and Clarence Burt, who
has been on the force for twenty
years, was elected to fill the office
of chief. John West succeeds him-
self as assistant chief, Morton Orr
as secretary and Andrew N.
Bigelow as treasurer.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)

The girls evened things up last
Friday night by defeating the North
Branch girls 27-11. They took the
lead and only once did the Branch
girls show any real basket ball.
Near the close of the first half, they
made three baskets in quick suc-
cession, changing from 16-2 to 16-
8 which it was at the end of the
half. The last half Cass City guards
allowed the Branch girls to score
but one field basket and one foul
while our forwards were tallying
up 11 more points.

Thos. Dalrymple, who purchased
the New Sheridan hotel a year ago,
this week, announces the sale of
the property to Mrs. Bastedo of
Detroit. Philip McQuade of Pt.
Huron has leased the property and
took possession this week. Mr.
McQuade is reported an experi-
enced hotel man, having spent 18
years in the business. Mr.
Dalrymple is undecided as to his
future activities. He intends to
remain in Cass City for the present
and has leased the C.G. Dickinson
residence where he is moving this
week.

The Sanilac county court house
was destroyed by fire late Saturday
night and swept through the entire
building, leaving nothing standing
but a few of the brick walls. The
blaze started in the basement and
defective wiring is reported as the
cause. At first, while the ruins were
still in such a condition as to pre-
vent a thorough examination, it
was feared that all the records in
the various offices were destroyed
except those in the register of
deed’s office which contained a
fire proof vault. On Tuesday, the
other vaults were forced open and
the records were found safe and
sound. 

Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts

Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688
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Robert J. Hirn from Redford Twp.,
Detroit met Mary Ann (Spiekerman)
of Reese at Central Michigan
University in 1962. 

The couple were married August
22, 1964 at St. Pancratius Catholic
Church by Fr. Arnold Messing and
have resided in Cass City for the past
50 years. 

Bob taught at Cass City High
School for 5 years before becoming
the owner/manager of Caro Building
Center. He retired in 1995 and then
became active in volunteering for
many community groups. Much time
was spent helping to restore the
Thumb Octagon Barn in addition to
serving on several Boards including
Rawson Memorial Library, Pinney
Foundation, Tuscola County
Medical Care Facility and St.
Pancratius Church. 

Mary Ann retired from Caro
Regional Mental Health Center after
30 years as an R.N. instructor in staff
development. Following retirement,
she became active with Hills &
Dales Hospital Auxiliary, where she
had served as president and is cur-
rently manager of the Hills & Dales
Gift Shop. She has also been active
in Friends of the Library, St.
Pancratius Church and the Thumb
Octagon Barn. 

The couple had 3 children: Paul,
deceased; Lisa, now serving as a
Major in the U.S. Army, stationed at
Fort Knox, KY specializing in
Physical Therapy; and Mark who
resides in New Baltimore, Mich.
with his wife Diana and their 2 chil-
dren, Katelyn and Tyler. He is the
Product Manager at CDK Global. 

Don't forget the groom
(MS)-Weddings are

all about the bride,
right? After all, "Here
Comes the Bride" is

played, she walks down the aisle
with a special escort, while the
groom hangs out to watch all of the
festivities unfold. Actually, a wed-
ding celebrates the union between
two people who will be spending
their lives together, therefore it is
important to make the groom feel
included.

Even though many of the maga-
zines are geared toward the bride,
the major wedding issues include
tips for the groom as well, notably
a listing of his responsibilities
leading up to the big day. Here are
some of those responsibilities,
courtesy of
YourWeddingPlan.com.
• Announce engagement to family
and friends.
• Choose and pay for engagement
and wedding rings with your fiance
• Draw up a guest list with your
family.

• With fiance, meet the celebrant
and discuss the ceremony, legal
requirements and any pre-marital
counseling that may be required.
• Choose your Best Man and ush-
ers.
• Discuss honeymoon destinations
- check passport validity, visas and

vaccinations required.
• Choose your wardrobe and
arrange for the male members of
the bridal party to provide sizes.
• Pre-book accommodations for
out-of-town guests and attendants
• If you're having a bridal registry,
help your fiance choose your pre-
ferred styles.
• Arrange to pay for bride's bou-
quet, corsages and boutonnieres.
• Confirm and reconfirm honey-
moon arrangements, pick-up travel
documents, travellers cheques and,
if travelling overseas, exchange at
least $100 of foreign currency.
• Attend (and try to survive) bache-
lor party two weeks before the

wedding.
• Consider your grooming - if a
haircut is in order, try to make the
appointment for at least a week
before your wedding day.
• Pick up suits and arrange their
return (usually via the Best Man).
• Plan and practice your speech.

• Place celebrants fee (and other
on-the-day expenses) in an enve-
lope and give to the Best Man.
• Make sure the Best Man has the
rings - then make sure again!
• Be on time, and be understanding
when your bride is not.

The groom should be involved in
all aspects of wedding planning.

Hirns to
celebrate
51 years 
married

Mary Ann and Bob Hirn in 1964

Bob and Mary Ann Hirn now
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Jack and Iris (DuRussel) Kappen
were married at 11:00 a.m. at the old
Cass City St. Pancratius Catholic
Church by Father Guido Gori, on
February 27, 1960.

Maid of Honor was Isabel Grovom,
sister of bride; Best Man was Robert

Kappens to mark 55 years married
Rabideau, brother-in-law; brides-
maids were Maxine Smith and
Connie Goslin; Groomsmen were
Bob Dunn and Jerry Kappen; flower
girls were nieces Denise DuRussel
and Kim Smith.

The couple honeymooned at Mardi
Gras and Florida.

Jack and Iris are retired farmers and
have lived all of their married life
together on or across the road from
the original Kappen farm. 

They have 8 children, 24 grandchil-
dren, 3 great-grandchildren, and one
step great-grandchild. 

(MS) - Congratulations - you and
your spouse are moving into your
first home together as newlyweds.
Whether that means a house with a
white picket fence or an urban
condo on a tree-lined city street, the
process of moving - even with help
from professional movers - can be
overwhelming.

By following a few helpful mov-
ing tips, you can make the load a
little lighter and lessen the chances
of letting your excitement about a
new home get lost within the shuf-
fle. Following are some tips to help
you get started:
• Make a list of addresses and
phone numbers of utility compa-
nies, newspapers, magazines and
any other publications to which you

Home Sweet Home: Easy Relocation Tips
subscribe. You will need to inform
them about your move. Then,
familiarize yourself with the new
area. Locate the nearest pharmacy
and bank; check for branch stores
or offices and make sure your new
information is in their database.
• Get a free change-of-address kit
from the post office. For extra flair
when informing friends of your
move, send specially designed
change-of-address cards (available
at card shops) or create your own
and personalize them using rubber
stamps or stickers.
• Make sure you have plenty of
boxes on hand. First, pack the
things you don't use or need right
away, and move them in early.
Anything you can take care of

ahead of time will make the moving
day easier. Remember to label the
outside of the boxes so you know

what is inside each one.
• Consolidate as much as you can.
Wrap fragile items in towels, linen,
tissue or thick layers of newspaper.
Use smaller boxes for heavy items
like books, and larger boxes for
lighter items.

Area couples
now and then

(MS)- Many couples remember
their wedding day through pho-
tographs, videos and a guest
book. The book is placed near
the door and guests are encour-
aged to sign their names and
write a little message. But, for
the creative couple you can
express your individuality with
clever ideas that borrow tradition
from the guest book. Here's a
few ideas, courtesy of Easiest
WeddingTM.

• Ask your friends and family to
sign a mat board that you will
later frame along with a photo-
graph of yourself and your new
husband. As an unconventional
form of remembering your
guests, the signatures can be
mounted in your new home.
• In Asian cultures, wedding
guests sign a piece of silk with a
permanent marker. This, too,
makes an unforgettable decora-
tion to hang in your home.
• Have a special wedding quilt
made that can be signed on one

Mark the day with a creative memento
side during the reception. 
• If you or your husband-to-be
are sports enthusiasts, consider
having your guests sign a basket-
ball, golf club bag, tennis skirt or
shorts, or running wear. Let your
imagination run wild.
• Have a special 12-month calen-
dar made for the year of your
wedding. Ask each family mem-
ber and friend to sign on the date
of their birthday. This not only is
a memento of your wedding, but

you'll remember guests' birth-
days, too.
• A white linen tablecloth and
matching napkins can be signed
with an indelible marker. On
each occasion you set your table,
you'll have your wedding guests
dining with you. If you're ambi-
tious, later you can embroider
over the signatures, using thread
colors matching those of either
your dining room or wedding
bouquet.

Jack and Iris Kappen in 1960

Iris and Jack Kappen now
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Tom and Doris Stimpfel were
married August 3, 1964 in New
Port, Rhode Island while serving in
the U.S. Navy. They have lived in
Cass City for more than 47 years. 
Tom has owned his own business,

Tom’s Drywall for more than 40
years. Many young men have
learned the trade from him and
started their own business.

Doris worked at General Cable

for more than 27 years. She retired
after the plant left the community.

The couple have 4 children,
Tammie of Bay City, Renae of
Arizona, Tom C. of Deford and Jim
of Cass City, and 8 grandchildren. 

(MS) - For many couples, plan-
ning a honeymoon is just as
important as planning the
wedding itself. Regardless
of where you plan to go
on your honeymoon,
there are some things
you should do and
some new ideas of
which you need to be
aware in order to
make it the kind of
experience you want
it to be.

First, you must
decide on a budget. If
money is not an issue
for you, bon voyage!
However, if you're like
most couples getting
married, you're
already paying for
more than you antici-
pated. Establish a
budget and use it as a
guide. You may also want to con-
sider using a honeymoon bridal
registry like the free one provided
by TheHoneymoon.com.
Honeymoon registries allow wed-
ding guests to contribute toward
specific elements of your honey-
moon. Things like shore excur-
sions, parasailing, spa services and
tours all make great wedding gifts.
These are becoming more popular
as couples getting married nowa-
days often have many of the basic
household necessities that com-
prise a traditional gift registry.
After deciding on a budget, figure

out where you would like to go. If
you and your spouse-to-be want
the same type of honeymoon expe-
rience, no problem. However, if
one of you wants adventure and the
other wants to relax in the sun, you
need to compromise. There are
destinations that can satisfy you
both; you just need to do some
research. Of course, it is also
important that your destination fits
your budget.

Once you have a destination in
mind, decide whether you want an
all-inclusive package or whether
you would prefer to be on your
own a little more. For those with
tight budgets, an all-inclusive hon-
eymoon has the advantage of one
all-inclusive package price. This
includes most activities at both all-
inclusive resorts and on cruises.
However, there are usually things
that are not included for which you
will need to pay. Again, these make
great gift items for your honey-
moon registry. If the idea of an all-
inclusive honeymoon with multi-
ple destinations excites you, then a

Trends in honeymoon planning
cruise may be the dream honey-
moon for you.

If you wish to be on your own to
take in more of the surround-

ing area and culture, then
you have a lot of options at

your disposal. Do you want a
big hotel, or a small bou-

tique hotel with history
and character? If you

like to experience
the world
through your

taste buds, you'll
want a variety of

g a s t r o n o m i c a l
adventures. In
other words, if

you don't want
to be con-

fined to a
p r e s e t
menu of
activities

and dining
experiences, then you may be bet-
ter off creating your own experi-
ence.

Of course, the honeymoon takes
on a whole new meaning when you
decide to do a "destination wed-
ding." These are becoming very

popular as more couples decide to
forego the average $20,000 wed-
ding price tag in addition to the
honeymoon expense. These are
especially popular with second
marriages. It's easier to get married
in some countries than others, so
check with a reliable information
source first.

Your final step is booking and
paying for this trip. Many honey-
moon suppliers offer specials for
early booking, which may or may
not include airfare. Many packages
that include airfare can offer signif-
icant savings because these suppli-
ers buy airline seats in bulk at a
discount and then package hotel
and sometimes car rental to give
you significant value. Usually
these packages need to be pur-
chased from a travel agent or from
businesses like
TheHoneymoon.com, which com-
bine travel agent services, the con-
venience of the Internet, honey-
moon registry, personal wedding
Web pages, and honeymoon infor-
mation all at your fingertips - all
from the convenience of your
home or office.

Stimpfels to celebrate 51 years in Aug.

Doris and Tom Stimpfel in 1964

Tom and Doris Stimpfel now
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RACHAEL KOEPF (right), family facilitator for Great Start Tuscola, pres-

ents the organization’s 2014 Family Friendly Business Award to Hills and

Dales General Hospital President and CEO Jean Anthony.  The award recog-

nizes the Cass City hospital’s efforts to go above and beyond to make its work

environment family friendly.

Great Start Tuscola, diabetes
group honor Hills and Dales

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Officials at Hills and Dales General
Hospital can add “family friendly
healthcare provider” and “outstand-
ing diabetes educator” to the list of
accolades the Cass City hospital has
earned over the years.

Great Start Tuscola recently pre-
sented its 2014 Family Friendly
Business Award to Hills and Dales,
while the American Diabetes
Association honored the hospital
with an Education Recognition
Certificate.

The Great Start Tuscola award is
presented annually to a business that
has gone above and beyond to make
its work environment family friend-
ly, according to Rachael Koepf, the
organization’s family facilitator.

“Hills and Dales is awarded this
honor for working hard to include
services that make their building
welcoming for people of all ages,”
Koepf said.  “Lab, X-ray, ER and the
family lounge all offer a designated
play area with washable toys and
age-appropriate books for children.
The Hills and Dales clinics also have
toys and books for children in the
waiting rooms.”

“Hills and Dales offers family rest-
rooms, wide aisles for stroller

maneuvering, and has friendly, wel-
coming staff,” stated the hospital’s
nomination letter.

Diabetes program

The prestigious American Diabetes
Association (ADA) Education
Recognition Certificate for a quality
diabetes self-management education
program was awarded to the hospital
because, ADA officials said, the
local program offers high-quality
education that is an essential compo-
nent of effective diabetes treatment.

The association’s Education
Recognition Certificate assures that
educational programs meet the
national standards for diabetes self-
management education programs.
These standards were developed and
tested under the auspices of the
National Diabetes Advisory Board in
1983 and have since been revised in
1994, 2000, 2007 and 2012.

Programs that achieve recognition
status have demonstrated they have a
staff of knowledgeable health pro-
fessionals who can provide partici-
pants with comprehensive informa-
tion about diabetes management.

“The process gives professionals a
national standard by which to meas-
ure the quality of services they pro-

vide,” commented Kathy Dropeski,
RN, Deduction Department manager
at Hills and Dales.  “And, of course,
it assures the consumer that he or she
will receive high-quality service.”

Education recognition status is ver-
ified by an official certificate from
the ADA and awarded for four years.

According to the ADA, there are
29.1 million people – 9.3 percent of
the population of the United States –
who have diabetes.
While an estimated 21 million have

been diagnosed, unfortunately some
8 million people are not aware that
they have the disease.

Each day, roughly 4,660 people are
diagnosed with diabetes.  Many first
learn that they have diabetes when
they are treated for one of its life-
threatening complications, including
heart disease and stroke, kidney dis-
ease, blindness, and nerve damage
and amputation.

About 1.7 million new cases of dia-
betes were diagnosed in people ages
20 or older in 2012 in this country.
Diabetes contributed to 234,051
deaths in 2010, making it the seventh
leading cause of death in the United
States.  Overall, the risk for death
among people with diabetes is about
twice that of those of similar age but
without diabetes.

Village council tackles
waste disposal changes

Year in Review
Thumb troopers report productive year in 2014

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Troopers from the Michigan State Police (MSP) post in
Caro issued more than 4,000 citations and 978 verbal
warning to motorists in 2014 last year.  Officers also
arrested 1,035 individuals for misdemeanor violations
and 144 others for felony crimes.

But those statistics represent only a portion of the area
post’s accomplishments in 2014.

The year marked the addition of four new troopers to
the post, which serves Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac coun-
ties, and established the position of a community service
trooper in order to focus on outreach efforts to help
strengthen community relations, Caro Post Commander
First Lt. Mitch Krugielki stated in a news release outlin-
ing highlights for the post in 2014.

“Troopers completed instruction and specialized train-
ing in areas such as drug recognition, Internet crime, sal-
vage vehicle inspection and advanced roadside impaired
driver enforcement, among other training,” Krugielki
said.

“Troopers also engaged in various events to help
strengthen community relations by attending communi-
ty meetings, participating in Special Olympics and local
Polar Plunge events, supporting programs with the
Child Advocacy Center and intermediate school district,
and partnering with the ‘Recognize a Hero’ faith-based
program,” he added.  “Additionally, the post provided
tours for community members and students interested in
law enforcement, and hosted car seat safety inspections
to educate motorists on how to properly install a car
seat.”
As part of the Michigan State Police Strategic Plan, the

post implemented three traffic safety initiatives to
address traffic crashes during Memorial Day weekend,
seat belt use and speeding in school zones.

“The traffic safety initiative implemented during the
Memorial Day weekend reduced crashes by 64 percent
in Sanilac County, from 14 crashes in 2013 to five crash-
es in 2014; by 56 percent in Tuscola County, from 16
crashes in 2013 to seven crashes in 2014; and by 50 per-
cent in Huron County, from 16 crashes in 2013 to eight
crashes in 2014,” Krugielki said.  “There were no serious
injuries or fatal crashes reported during this initiative.

“The traffic safety initiative implemented Sept. 11-13,
focused on seat belt use and other dangerous driver
behavior, resulted in 145 traffic stops, 125 verbal warn-
ings, 29 citations issued – including nine for seat belt
violations – six fugitive arrests, five arrests for drug pos-
session, one arrest for no insurance, one arrest for open
intoxicants, and one license violation,” he added.
The Caro post also implemented an initiative to enforce

speed limits and other traffic controls in designated
school areas.  Prior to the enforcement operation,
Krugielki noted, motorists were observed traveling as
fast as 60 miles per hour in school zones.  “After the
effort, troopers found most motorists in compliance with
school zone safety regulations,” he said.

Krugielki pointed out that the MSP is continuing to
demonstrate its commitment to provide “Service with a
Purpose” in communities throughout the state.

“The MSP is continuing to hire new troopers, motor
carrier officers and state property security officers,” he
said.  “The department’s recruiting campaign, ‘Enforce,
Investigate and Serve’, is aimed at attracting candidates
interested in a career with the MSP.  The recruiting cam-
paign highlights the training and qualities every recruit
must possess in order to enforce, investigate and serve as
an enforcement member of the MSP.”

Area residents interested in connecting with the MSP
can do so on Facebook and Twitter, or by visiting the
department’s website at www.Michigan.gov/MSP. 

Continued from page one.

Last year, there were a total of five
measles cases in Michigan.

From 2001 – 2012, the average
number of measles cases reported

nationally per year was about 60.
According to the CDC, last year
there were 644 cases in the United
States, and the vast majority of cases
were among persons who had no his-
tory of vaccination against measles.
There have been more than 50 cases

reported nationally so far in 2015.

The measles vaccine is highly
effective and very safe. Adults who
do not have evidence of immunity
against measles should get at least
one dose of the vaccine. 

State reports first case of measles in 2015

taining the former school is “still
costing us $20,000 a year for utili-
ties.”

Alice Zaleski, who was elected
board president during Monday’s
annual reorganization meeting,
voiced support for continuing to list
the building, but at a lower asking
price, saying she believes $205,000
is unrealistic.  Zaleski indicated she
would support a suggested price of
$140,000.

“We’ve had the building (vacant)
for three years, so it’s cost us
$60,000 (in utility expenses), she
said, adding the district will have a
combined $120,000 invested in
those costs in another three years.
Even if it takes that long to sell the
school, officials would still end up
with $20,000 and be eliminating a
significant on-going expense,
Zaleski continued.

She made a motion to reduce the
asking price to $140,000.  The rec-
ommendation passed on a 4-2 vote,
with board members Dave Osentoski
and Dan Manwell casting the dis-
senting votes.  Trustee Janie Meeker
was not in attendance Monday.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business Monday, the
board:
*Discussed allocating/earmarking a

portion of the district’s sizable fund
balance for building maintenance
and capital improvement projects.

Cass City Schools Chief Financial
Officer Mary Cunningham noted the
school closed out its 2013-14 budget
with $283,000 in revenues over
expenditures, boosting the fund bal-
ance to $1.196 million, an amount
equal to 12.67 percent of the general
fund budget.  In adopting a new
spending plan last June, school offi-
cials projected adding another
$100,000 to the fund balance at the
end of the current school year, she
said.

Considering the amount of money
available that could be set aside,
Cunningham added, “Is it time to be
proactive with respect to mainte-
nance of the district’s physical
plant?”

“Your options are to leave it
(money) where it is – keep a very
healthy fund balance – or do you
want to earmark (some of) it for
some of the repairs we know we
have” to complete, Hartel told the
board.

School officials have discussed in
recent months the need to repair
heating system water pipes located
above ceiling tiles in classrooms at

Continued from page one.

Firm moving into Campbell
the high school, as well as the park-
ing lot maintenance, the need for a
new roof on the school bus garage,
and technology upgrades.

Hartel agreed, at the request of
board members, to obtain estimates
for the various projects before school
officials take any formal action.
*Learned enrollment numbers have

dipped a bit since fall but remain
higher than school officials original-
ly projected.

Hartel reported the latest numbers
at 565 in the elementary grades
(down by two students since last fall)
and 479 at the junior-senior high
building (down by nine students).
“We’re now at (an enrollment of)
1,044.  We did budget for the loss of
20 students, so we’re still ahead of
the game,” he said.  Hartel added the
district is also benefiting in terms of
Schools of Choice, with 114 students
enrolled from other districts, com-
pared to losing 65 students who have
left to attend other schools.

*Approved a resolution continuing
the Cass City Public Schools’ status
as a Schools of Choice District,
accepting students from outside dis-
tricts in all grades except 11th and
12th,  although exceptions may be
made under special circumstances.

*Held its annual reorganization
meeting.  The agenda included elec-
tion of officers, and Craig Bellew
started by stepping down as board
president and nominating Zaleski as
his replacement.  The board then
elected Bellew vice president and
Dave Osentoski as treasurer, and
named Meeker board secretary, a
post previously held by former
Trustee Sloane Stimpfel.

In addition, the board agreed to
continue hosting monthly meetings
on the fourth Monday at 7 p.m. in the
junior-senior high school board
room.

*Heard from teacher Jon
Zdrojewski, who pointed out a popu-
lar fundraiser for the annual eighth
grade trip to Washington, D.C., is
coming up in the form of a pancake
supper slated for Wednesday, Feb.
11, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
McDonald’s restaurant in Cass City.
Tickets for the event must be pur-
chased in advance from an eighth
grade student or by calling the
school at (989) 872-2158.

*Granted permission for a Sunday
performance of the all-school play
March 22, and gave permission for
band students to participate with the
Tri-County Honors Band at North
Huron Schools Sunday, Feb. 1.

*Acknowledged Hartel’s personal
thanks to each board member for
their service in conjunction with
School Board Appreciation Month.

wastewater treatment system isn’t
overtaxed. A public hearing to
amend the Village of Cass City Code
of Ordinances regarding the existing
sewer ordinance is scheduled for
Monday, Feb. 23.

“The proposed amendment to the
existing sewer ordinance is to allow
for private wastewater treatment sys-
tems in an industrial setting,” said
Village Manager Peter Cristiano.

He added, “The Dairy Farmers of
America milk plant at 4105 North
Division St. will start operations of
processing milk on Feb. 8 or a few
days later. Presently they are testing
their systems with water. When in
full operation, they will be handling
three million pounds of milk per day.
In the first few months the plant will
be handling two million pounds per
day. This equals 80 tankers per day.
The milk plant will produce cream,
whole condensed milk, and skim
condensed milk. These products will
be transported in 20 of the 80 tankers
per day to plants in Indiana, Ohio
and New York. They have hired 25
people to-date. As a side note, an
estimated 40,000 cows will be pro-
ducing the milk.”

Also during the 30-minute gather-
ing, the council approved the pur-
chase of supplies totaling $11,875
from Elhorn Engineering, Mason,
Mich., for the total water treatment
process in 2015.

“By ordering the total needs for the
year, the water department may have
chemicals delivered as needed. This

makes for a more efficient service,”
explained Trustee Jenny Zawilinki,
who made the motion for the sup-
plies, which will include 1,650 gal-
lons of chlorine and 520 gallons of
phosphate.
In a parks and recreation committee

matter, the council approved repairs
to the 30-year-old surge tank at the
Helen Stevens Memorial Pool. The
fix – installing a SpectraShield Liner
System - will run $11,500 according
to Advanced Rehabilitation
Technology of Bryan, Ohio.
However, Trustee Nancy Barrios
asked for an extra $2,000 to provide
for any contingencies that may sur-
face.  The measure was quickly and
unanimously approved.

On other business, the council:
*Noted Cass City will be celebrat-

ing 150 years as a village in 2015. It
was 1965 that Cass City held the cel-
ebration to mark the 100th year of its
existence. It was well organized,
well attended, and then-Gov.
Romney was present. Cristiano says
his office will be contacting groups
to develop interest in a 150-year
gala. 
*Learned that on Saturday, Feb. 28,
from 1 to 4 pm., the second annual
Frostbite Festival will be held at the
Cass City Elementary School and the
adjacent sledding hill.
*Learned the chamber of commerce
is gearing up for its annual dinner,
slated for Saturday, Feb. 7, at the
local VFW Hall.  The cost of admis-
sion is $26 in advance and $31 at the
door.  

Continued from page one.
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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Pastor’s Corner

Chaos and rebellion: What are we protesting today?
It appears governmental leaders

have declared “open season” on
American law enforcement, particu-
larly New York City police officers.
Though we have prided ourselves in
being a nation of laws, it seems we
are more and more becoming a
nation of lawlessness.  Certainly
criminals don’t like laws and hate
those who enforce them.  And we see
this example from the top down.  But
this is typical of the heart of man and
has been so from the beginning.  It is
called “rebellion.”

God established the first laws
designed to govern the behavior of
fallen man and bring order and disci-
pline to society.  It is the Moral Law
of the Ten Commandments in
Exodus 20 from which American

law was derived.  Unfortunately, we
have tried to expunge those refer-
ences from the courthouse to the
classroom and are now suffering the
cultural consequences.  In Romans
13:1, Paul tells us that all authority
comes from God and those which
exist are established by God.
Rebellion against authority then
becomes rebellion against God
Himself.  Indeed, 1st Samuel 15:23
says: “...rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft...,” a sin which was pun-
ishable by death in Israel. 

The first authority in a person’s life
is experienced in the family.  A father
is called to be the head of his house-
hold and parents are called to be the
governors of their children.  This is
where submission to proper authori-

ty is first learned.  But with the
breakup of that most basic unit of
society, those lessons are lost and
rebellion is born.  Children who
never learned to obey in the home
will never learn to submit to the
authority of government or its law
enforcement representatives.  Yet the
Bible says: “...it is a minister of God
to you for good.  But if you do evil,
be afraid; for it does not bear the
sword for nothing; for it is the minis-
ter of God, an avenger who brings
wrath upon the one who practices
evil,” Romans 13:4.
Sadly, the same rebellious heart that

stands against man also stands
against the Creator and Savior.  And
the spiritual rebellion that opposes
both man and God will ultimately be

condemned, not only in the court of
man, but also in the court of God in
final judgment.  

So, today, what are we protesting?
The law and order and peace and
protection good government brings?
Or, are we protesting the authority of
God Himself and the salvation that
only He can bring?  To rebel against
either will only cause us harm now
and eternal woe later.  
Have a happy and prosperous 2015.

Rev. Todd R. Gould
Evangelical Free Church of Cass
City 

To see this article in its entirety, visit
Pastor Gould’s blog at goodas-
gould.org          

Rev. Todd Gould

State Rep.
Canfield
opens his
new office

State Rep. Ned Canfield (R-
Sebewaing) recently announced the
opening of his Lansing office, along
with contact information for resi-
dents to reach him.

Canfield represents the 84th House
District, consisting of Huron and
Tuscola counties, and can be reached
at his Lansing office at (517) 373-
0476, through email at
EdCanfield@house.mi.gov and by
mail at P.O. Box 30014, Lansing, MI
48909-7514.

“I encourage people with thoughts
and concerns to reach out to my
office so that my staff and I can
address them to the best of our abili-
ties,” said Canfield. “I look forward
to working closely with Thumb area
residents to ensure their voices are
heard on the important issues affect-
ing Michigan families.”

Legislative staffers David Jessup
and Tim Holland will join Canfield
in his Lansing office.  Jessup earned
his bachelor’s degree from Hillsdale
College and has previously been
employed in various positions in the
Legislature over the course of seven
years.  Holland is a graduate of
Central Michigan University and a
former resident of the 84th House
District.

Canfield’s office is located at 124
N. Capitol Ave., Room 1188,
Lansing, MI 48933.  The office is
open Monday through Friday from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.

out incident.  However, while being
booked at the county jail by a female
deputy early Saturday morning, he
attacked the officer and punched her
three times, according to Tuscola
County Undersheriff Glen Skrent.

“He ran out of the booking room
and attempted to get out several exit
doors,” Skrent said.  “He was sub-
dued by the female deputy and oth-
ers who arrived on scene.  The
deputy later sought treatment at a
local hospital.”

Troopers were assisted at the scene
by officers from the Caro, Cass City,
Unionville and Reese police depart-
ments, the Tuscola County Sheriff’s
department and a Michigan State
Police K-9 unit.

In addition to armed robbery,
Skrent noted Harris is being held on
multiple charges, including assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer, lying to a police officer,
attempted escape from jail through
violence, and possession of a
weapon with unlawful intent.

Continued from page one.

Armed robbery 
suspect in jail,
assaults deputy


