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Candid camera

ADDY BATTEL, 12, and Ethan Healy, 13, both members of

the Cass City Junior High Future Farmers of America (FFA)

Chapter, recently applied for and received a $1,000 grant

from the National FFA Foundation.  They’ll use the funding

to operate their own maple syrup business as part of their

FFA supervised agricultural experience this year.

County Line Kids bag $1,000
national grant for FFA project

State: bovine TB testing 
completed in the Thumb

Cass City/Thumb Branch

AAUW marks 50th anniversary
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Members of the Cass City/Thumb
Branch of the American Association
of University Women (AAUW)
recently celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of an organization that has suc-

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

State agriculture officials recently completed testing for bovine tuberculo-
sis (TB) in designated areas in a handful of Michigan counties, including
Huron County in the Thumb, saying there is no evidence the disease has
spread.

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
(MDARD) officials have released the Potential High Risk and Special
Surveillance Area designations for bovine TB established in 2014 for Huron
County as well as portions of Presque Isle, Cheboygan and Otsego counties.

Bovine TB is an infectious disease that primarily affects cattle; however,
other Michigan animals have become infected as bovine TB can be transmit-
ted between wildlife populations and other mammals, including humans.
“As part of vigilant testing of bovine TB, MDARD stepped up surveillance

testing and (was) able to quickly prove the disease had not spread,” said Dr.
James Averill, state veterinarian.  “We are appreciative for the continued
cooperation of our cattle farmers.”
On March 17, 2014, MDARD designated Potential High Risk Areas for cir-

cle testing within a 10-mile radius around two TB positive free-ranging
white-tailed deer, one found in Presque Isle County and the other found in
Montmorency County.

Surveillance areas for circle testing within a three-mile radius were also
established March 31 and May 6, 2014, around two separate TB positive
feedlots located in Huron County, where the radius included Brookfield,
Fairhaven, Sebewaing and Windsor townships.
As required by Public Act 466 of 1988, as amended, MDARD must test all

cattle on farms within a specific geographical circle when TB positive

Please turn to page 8.

ceeded – and then some – in achiev-
ing its goal of enhancing life in the
community.

From donating thousands of books
to youngsters, to helping nearly 40
women return to school to earn col-
lege degrees and pursue careers,
AAUW members have faithfully
given of their time and talents.

What was first called the Cass City
branch of the
AAUW was
o f f i c i a l l y
o r g a n i z e d
Dec. 9, 1964,
with 29 
m e m b e r s
involved.

“These
women want-
ed to have a
p o s i t i v e
impact on the
Cass City
community,”
said Sharon
Dunn, presi-
dent of the
C a s s
City/Thumb
Branch of the
A A U W .
“The idea of
forming the
group came
from Marilou
Drews, who
became the
group’s first
president.”

Three char-
ter members
— Holly

Althaver, Geraldine Prieskorn and
Dotty Scollon — remain members
today and were honored recently by
the local branch and national AAUW
organization as honorary life mem-
bers.
When the group was first organized,

meetings were held in members’
homes.  Since 1976, meetings have

MEMBERS OF the Cass City/Thumb

Area Branch of the American Association

of University Women (AAUW) recently

celebrated their 50th anniversary.  Today’s

membership includes three founding mem-

bers, including Geraldine Prieskorn (left)

and Dotty Scollon.  Not pictured is Holly

Althaver. 

Body camera technology nothing
new for local police department

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

People lie.  Cameras don’t.
It’s a reality that has prompted

police agencies across Michigan and
the nation to invest in small body
cameras that provide video and
audio recordings of police officers’
contacts with citizens during traffic
stops as well as in a myriad of other
situations, especially in recent
months since the fatal shooting of an
unarmed, black teenager by a white
police officer in Ferguson, Mo.,
which led to days of civil unrest and
protests.

In that case, the officer involved
was not wearing a camera, leaving
investigators to sort through conflict-
ing accounts from witnesses.  The

officer stated he was being attacked
when he made the decision to use
lethal force to defend himself, while
some bystanders claimed the suspect
had his hands in the air when he was
fatally shot.

Use of a police body camera could
have cleared up the confusion,
because video of the confrontation
essentially allows investigators,
prosecutors and defense attorneys to
be at the scene when they review the
recorded footage.

At the same time, the specialized
cameras have sparked questions over
privacy issues, and there’s the issue
of whether requiring an officer to use
one constitutes a lack of trust on the
part of his or her supervisors.
While body cameras have become a

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8.

KRISTYN AND Alejandro Casarez of Cass City are

pictured above with their newborn son, Dominic

Reyes Jay Casarez, who arrived Monday, Jan. 12, at

Huron Medical Center in Bad Axe.  Dominic – the

first local baby of 2015 reported to the Chronicle,

weighed in at a hefty 11 pounds 8 ounces and meas-

ured 24 inches in length.

Akron man pleads not
guilty to embezzlement

Cass City’s
first baby of
‘15 big boy

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County man charged
with embezzling hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars from his employer
— the Blue Diamond Steel plant in
Huron County’s Windsor Township
— pleaded not guilty last Wednesday
in Huron County Circuit Court.
The defendant, Chad M. Letson, 34,

of Akron, is charged with embezzle-
ment involving more than $100,000

worth of money and/or property.
Huron County Circuit Court Judge

Gerald Prill scheduled Letson’s pre-
trial hearing for Monday, Feb. 2.
Bond in the case was continued at
$50,000 cash, and Letson remains
lodged in the Huron County Jail.

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
arrested Letson in November after
company officials reported an esti-
mated $800,000-plus worth of com-
puter hardware missing.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery 
Editor

Addy Battel and Ethan Healy are fairly new
to Future Farmers of America (FFA), but the
Cass City area youths, friends and neighbors
have wasted no time proving they’ve got
what it takes to bring plenty of enthusiasm,
determination and leadership skills to the
program.

Addy, 12, the daughter of Sue and Bob
Battel, and Ethan, 13, son of Cathy and Jeff
Healy, recently applied for and received a
$1,000 grant from the National FFA
Foundation.

The money was awarded to enhance the
pair’s supervised agricultural experience
(SAE), an annual requirement that all FFA
members must complete
A SAE involves FFA members creating and

operating their own agriculture-related busi-
ness, work at an agriculture-related business
or conduct an agricultural research experi-
ence.  Upon completion, the members must
submit a comprehensive report regarding
their career development experience.
Battel and Healy, both members of the new

Cass City Junior High FFA Chapter, were
selected from hundreds of applicants nation-
wide to receive an SAE grant through the
National FFA Organization, which provides
leadership, personal growth and career suc-
cess training via agricultural education to
610,240 student members in grades seven
through 12 who belong to one of 7,665 local
FFA chapters throughout the United States,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.

For their part, Battel and Healy will use
their grant to fund their own maple syrup

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kristyn Casarez was told the
chronic pelvic pain she was feel-
ing during her pregnancy was
among the symptoms she should
expect as she and her husband,
Alejandro, awaited the birth of
their first child.

Still, Casarez wondered if the
discomfort she was feeling was
typical.  After all, she never con-
sidered herself to be a wimp, hav-
ing always been able to hold her
own while growing up with broth-
ers.  On the other hand, she and
Alejandro, who works for Walbro
Corp., knew their firstborn would
be a big boy, based on the results
of her regular ultrasounds during
the pregnancy.

Please turn to page 2.
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Charles Crandell

Charles “Chuck” Crandell, 62, died
Monday, January 12 in his home at
Grebe Village Senior Housing,
Cheboygan, Michigan.

He leaves his son, Courtney
Crandell; his brother, Ron Crandell;
and sister in-law, Sue Gimble-
Crandell and his close friends.

Raised in Cass City, Michigan he
was a lifelong resident of the state
and spent most of his years in the
northern Lower Peninsula.

As an intelligent and adventurous
young man, he dabbled in many of
life’s pursuits before finding a talent
for fine woodworking.  Spending
several years as a craftsman with
James Rutledge Builders, working
on many of the beautiful homes
tucked away in the northern woods,
near its most beautiful lakes and
streams, he refined his skills.
Eventually, he broke away from con-
struction and focused his efforts on
fine woodworking on a smaller
scale.  He artfully designed and
crafted many beautiful pieces that
will act as a reminder of his love and
respect of nature.

Though plagued with many ail-
ments throughout his life, he always
remained strong spirited.  He had a
youthfulness and sincere curiosity of
the world around him.  He enjoyed
spending time with animals includ-
ing pet birds and most of all his late
best friend, a golden retriever named
Kasha.  

He was a singular man, who left a
strong impression on everyone he
met.  He will be missed and thought
of often.

No services are planned at this
time.  

Memorials may be made to the
Andrea Gimble Elementary Field
Trip Fund, Grebe Village, or a desig-
nation of the donor’s choosing
Online condolences may be made at

www.stonefuneralhomeinc.com.
Arrangements were made by

Nordman-Christian Funeral Home.

Barbara Harp

Barbara Ann Harp, 67, of Deford,
died Friday, January 16, 2015 in
Covenant Medical Center Harrison
Campus, Saginaw, following a long,
courageous battle with cancer.  

She was born February 11, 1947 in
Livonia to Gerald and Dorothy
(Hromek) Buxton.  

She married Harold James Harp
June 31, 1984 at home on White
Creek Road in Kingston. 

Barb graduated from Bentley High
School in Livonia.  She was a self-
taught accountant.  Barb and Jim
owned the Kingston Times Bar and

Restaurant in Kingston for 39 years
where she meticulously kept the
books, ordered supplies, scheduled
staff, cared for every part of running
that business and her family.  Barb
enjoyed crocheting, knitting and
working in her flower gardens.  She
played on pool leagues over the
years winning many trophies with
her teammates.  She loved to play
golf and especially enjoyed the
relaxing nature of the ladies league
in Vassar.  Barb was one of the best
cooks around and loved to cook for
her family and friends.  She had an
uncanny way of figuring things out,
she was a problem solver.  That may
be why she loved watching Murder
She Wrote and other “Who Done It”
type shows and reading mysteries.
Barb loved to travel and took Tyler
all over the world including Mexico,
France, Italy, Spain and Aruba.  She
wanted Tyler to see the world and
incite him to work hard so he could
afford more travel if he wanted it as
an adult.  Barb opened her heart to
stray animals and wayward souls.

She loved and encouraged her
friends and family members and will
be greatly missed.

Barb is survived by her husband,
Jim Harp; son, Tyler (Casandra
Reeves) Harp of Kingston and her
first grandchild due in April.  Barb
will also be missed by her brothers,
Jerry (Sandy) Buxton of Arkansas,
Corky “Buck” (Donna) Buxton of
Fenton; several nieces, nephews and
many dear friends.  She is preceded
in death by her parents.    

A visitation will be held from 12 to
2 p.m. Saturday, January 24, 2015 in
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.

Memorial service will be held
Saturday, January 24, 2015 at 2 p.m.
in Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City
with Marianna Hartsell officiating.  

Memorials may be made to Cass
River Pet Friendz.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

ServSafe classes 
locally offered

MSU Extension is offering
ServSafe Food Safety Certification
classes.

The classes include educational
information on time and temperature
control when handling food, ensur-
ing proper personal hygiene, pre-
venting cross contamination, proper
cleaning and sanitizing as well as
many other topics.  The training is
designed for managers and certifica-
tion will be received after passing
the certification exam.

MSU Extension is also offering an
eight-hour ServSafe recertification
class for those who have a current
ServSafe certificate (not expired) on
the following dates:

*Wednesday, Feb. 4, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the Tuscola MSUE Office,
362 Green St., Caro.

*Wednesday, March 4, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at the Huron MSUE Office,
1142 S Van Dyke Rd., Suite 200,
Bad Axe.

*Thursday, May 14, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at the Tuscola MSUE Office,
362 Green St., Caro.

Each registration includes course
materials and exam fee.  Books are
purchased separately. ServSafe 16
hour training class will be held:
*Tuesday, March 10 and 17, from 9

a.m. to 5 p.m. at Tuscola MSUE, 362
Green St., Caro.

*Thursday, April 23 and 30, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Huron MSUE, 1142
S Van Dyke Rd., Suite 200, Bad Axe.
To register for both classes and pur-

chase a ServSafe 6th Edition book,
visit: http://msue.anr.msu.edu/pro-
gram/info/servsafe.

More information about the classes
and fees is available by calling
MSUE Huron County at (989) 269-
9949 (ext. 611).

Brody Horton

Jon & Ashley (Hendrick) Horton of
Saginaw announce the birth of their
son Brody Charles Horton. Brody
was born October 25, 2014 at 11:36
a.m. at Covenant Hospital, Saginaw. 

He weighed 8 lbs. 8 oz. and was 20
1/2 inches long. He joins his brother
Brock at home.  

Brody’s grandparents are Chuck &
Kelli Hendrick of Decker, Steve &
Sheila Kimball of Houston, Texas
and the late John Horton. His great
grandparents are Janice Winter of
Cass City and the late Marv Winter.
Doris Hendrick of Decker and the
late Earl Hendrick.

But even the Cass City woman was
surprised when she gave birth early
last week to the first Cass City area
baby of the new year, a healthy boy
weighing in at a whopping 11
pounds eight ounces and measuring
24 inches in length.

Dominic Reyes Jay Casarez was
delivered via C-section Jan. 12 at
8:27 a.m. at Huron Medical Center
in Bad Axe – five days before his
projected due date.

Casarez, who works as an office
manager for Narayan Physical
Therapy of Caro, learned she was
pregnant on Mother’s Day, May 11.
She noted Dominic’s estimated
weight increased from three pounds,
seven ounces Oct. 24, to eight
pounds, seven ounces two days
before Christmas.

“I had massive pelvic pain the
whole pregnancy.  We knew he was
going to be a big boy, but never did I
ever expect him to come out at 11
pounds,” recalled Casarez, who
noted the delivery was routine with-
out complications, although she had
developed gestational diabetes.

Aside from his parents, Dominic
was welcomed by his grandparents,
Chris and Marie Struve of Deford,
Benino Casarez of Tennessee Ridge,
Tenn., and Anne Casarez of Powell,
N.J.
As the first local baby born in 2015

and reported to the Chronicle,
Dominic and his parents will be
showered with some gifts from Cass

Continued from page one.

Cass City’s first baby of ‘15
City area merchants, a tradition dat-
ing back several decades in the com-
munity. 
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Walk a mile in school

board trustees’ shoes
When tensions are high — even when they’re not

— it can be easy to criticize the folks who serve on
a local board of education.

We suspect, however, that there would be more
pats on the back and fewer critical remarks if more
members of the community would take a mental
mile-long stroll in the shoes of a school board
trustee.

It can be a thankless job.
Board of education trustees are charged with the

stewardship of multi-million dollar budgets as well
as overseeing teaching and administrative staffs
and thousands of children, from the youngest tots
just starting their educations to high school sen-
iors itching to collect their diplomas and conquer
the world.

School board members must understand the ins
and outs of public education funding, including the
impacts of countless unfunded mandates, new state
regulations and standardized tests that seem to
change from one year to the next based on the
whims of Lansing and/or Washington, D.C.  They
face shrinking enrollments and, subsequently,
shrinking revenues while the cost of doing every-
thing continues to rise.

Boards of education are challenged to keep up
with curriculums, weigh financial and other con-
siderations while making policy decisions, ensure
buildings are safe and functional, and serve as the
final step in resolving disciplinary issues.

Trustees not only volunteer thousands of hours
attending various meetings and extracurricular
functions, many also devote additional time to
complete training in an effort to become even more
effective board members.
Trustees receive very little compensation for their

efforts, yet they often find themselves in the line of
fire when it comes to making unpopular but neces-
sary decisions for the good of all.

January is set aside each year as a time for spe-
cial recognition of school board members and all
they do, and we’d like to personally thank each
trustee, past and present, who has served in the
Cass City Public Schools as well as those in our
neighboring districts, including Owen-Gage,
Kingston and Ubly.

We’d also like to encourage all area residents to
make a point of offering a word of praise, support
and encouragement to these volunteers, who give
of their time, talent and experience.

Board members come from all walks of life —
they’re parents, grandparents, neighbors, retirees,
bankers, mechanics, pharmacists, etc. — but they
all share at least one goal; providing our children
with a quality education in a safe and healthy envi-
ronment.

That’s a job worthy of both our respect and grat-
itude year-round.

My family has a lot of fun with words and workings of
the world. We aren’t alone. Recently a friend posted a new
term on Facebook: Recognore. It’s when you are out in
public and you see someone you know but pretend you
don’t and ignore them instead. I found the concept clever,
even though I’ve never, ever recognored anyone. I’m sure
you haven’t, either.

Just when I think I’ve heard it all, one of my kids comes
up with a new way to interpret the English language or
provide honest feedback on the environment. Their inven-
tiveness makes me pause and sometimes makes me giggle.
On good days, I write down their contemplations to share
here. I hope one or two makes you crack a smile too.

Vacations and cell phones
• When the kids were younger, we were discussing places
to go on vacation. “Let’s go to London,” one said.
“They’ve got a really big bridge there.”

“Not anymore,” piped in his brother. “It fell down!”
• We were traveling and couldn’t find a lodging spot
equipped with what my kids consider an essential feature
when one son asked, “What’s the point of building a hotel
if they aren’t going to make a pool to go with it?”
• When one of the phone chargers went missing (again)
my husband and I questioned them as to the possible
whereabouts. After a few minutes of pleading innocence,
they must have been growing weary of our inquiries. One
of them said, “It feels like you’re accostigating us.”

Books and other schoolwork
• Spelling words were proving especially troublesome one

week when one son said, “I think I’ve got laryngitis of the
memory.”
• It was the day of the big science test and we hadn’t studied
as much as planned. I told our son to do well and he gave me
a timid look, so I said, “I’ll say a prayer that you do your
best.” His immediate reply, “You better make it a really big
prayer!”
• A math test didn’t go so well and I mentioned maybe study-
ing more was the answer. My son’s reply, “Sometimes it
doesn’t help for me to study. On those days my mind is like
a steel trap –one that’s shut tight.”
• When describing my voraciousness for words and love of
books, one son said. “You read and read and never stop. It’s
like you’re a diarreader!”
• After a weekend of avoiding homework, one said. “I want
to study, but then I find something else to do. It’s like I’m
moticrastivating.”

Food and mealtimes
• I went to the great effort of making homemade bread for
dinner and son number three said, “This bread is pretty tasty.
Almost as good as store-bought.”
• It was almost dinnertime when the son who is always hun-
gry was spotted with his head in the pantry, looking for food.
“I’m having a snack before supper,” he said. “I need a little
something to hang me over.”
• They were excited about the grand opening of a local con-
venience store, which featured complimentary food items to
shoppers. The youngest summed the experience up best
when he said, “Nothing beats the price of free.”

Health, luck and cement trucks
• The son who’s been known to make some rather unique
observations noted, “Have you ever thought about the fact
that it’s a good thing when you cut the mustard but a bad
thing when you cut the cheese?”
• One of them had a headache and we suggested he drink a
glass of water and take an over-the-counter pain reliever.
About 30 minutes later, he was a new man and announced,
“Just like that my head is re-vaporated.”
• We were on the freeway when one asked, “How does the
cement truck driver see where he’s going when he has to
drive backwards all the time?”
• One day we were plagued with bad luck. Nothing seemed
to go right and I said, “When it rains, it pours.” The youngest
didn’t pause before adding, “Unless it’s only sprinkling.”

And so it goes. Time spent together – doing homework,
during mealtimes, on vacation or even in the car leads to
interesting banter and observations. My kid’s wit and won-
der often surprise me, mostly because I understand exactly
where they are coming from. I guess you could say I find
their talents hard to recognore.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist, pub-
lished playwright and author. She welcome having readers
follow her column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook. 

Hey, we made the top ten.
The Mackinac Center for Public Policy recently released

its latest estimates for cigarette smuggling rates in 47 of
the 48 contiguous states, including Michigan, which saw
its overall rate drop 9.4 percent — from 27.6 percent
through 2012 to 25 percent through 2013.
Michigan still has the 10th highest smuggling rate in the

nation.  This means that of all the cigarettes consumed in
the Great Lakes State in 2013, 25 percent were smuggled
in.

“People don’t realize the degree to which government
induces illegal and dangerous activity with bad policy,”
said Michael LaFaive, director of the Mackinac Center’s
Morey Fiscal Policy Initiative. “In this case, individuals
cross borders for personal smokes and an organized,
criminal class brings in contraband cigarettes by the van-
full.”

This is the fifth set of smuggling rate estimates pub-
lished by Mackinac Center analysts. The first two studies
were published in 2008 and 2010, and contained detailed
histories of smuggling in Michigan and other states. The
numbers were updated in 2013 and 2014.
The top smuggling rates in the nation — according to the

Mackinac Center’s new study — include New York (58
percent); Arizona (49.3 percent); Washington (46.4 per-
cent); New Mexico (46.1 percent); and Rhode Island (32
percent).

The largest increase in smuggling occurred in Illinois,
which moved up 16 spots to 14th overall.

“We attribute this sizeable increase to recent hikes in
cigarette excise taxes at the state, county and city levels,”
said Todd Nesbit, a senior lecturer in economics at Ohio
State University, co-author of the study and an adjunct
scholar with the Mackinac Center.

Since 2012, the state and Cook County (in which
Chicago is located) have increased taxes $1 per pack and
Chicago 50 cents. The cities of Evanston and Cicero, also
in Cook County, impose separate taxes.

“Gary, Ind., with much lower taxes, is just 30 miles
away from Chicago,” LaFaive noted.

.
**********

As the Michigan Department of Community Health
(MDCH) continues its efforts to raise awareness about
the dangers of binge drinking, a new Vital Signs report
from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) indicates that alcohol poisoning kills an average
of 77 people in Michigan each year, and three in four of
those deaths involve adults ages 35 to 64 years.
The report analyzed alcohol poisoning death rates across

46 states.
“This study dispels the common notion that youth and

young adults have the biggest problem with binge drink-
ing,” said Dr. Matthew Davis, chief medical executive of
the MDCH. “It emphasizes the need for comprehensive
solutions to reduce binge drinking among all ages, includ-
ing community prevention strategies, screening and
counseling by health care providers, and substance abuse
treatment when necessary.”

MDCH is currently working to improve public health
surveillance about excessive alcohol use and related
health outcomes among Michigan residents.

In addition to these efforts, MDCH supports state and
local public health activities to reduce alcohol poisoning
deaths by preventing binge drinking. Some of these activ-
ities include partnering with police, community groups,
health departments, and health care providers to reduce
binge drinking and related harms, monitoring the role of
alcohol in injuries and deaths, and supporting proven pro-
grams and policies that decrease binge drinking.

MDCH also allocates funding to Prepaid Inpatient
Health Plans to support prevention, treatment, and recov-
ery services provided at the local level to persons at risk
or with substance use disorders related to alcohol use and
abuse.

Binge drinking is defined as consuming four or more
drinks for women, and five or more drinks for men on an
occasion.

Coaches and papers -
recognize all athletes
Editor,

I am writing this letter, hoping someone can answer a
question that confuses me; I would like to know what
the word pride means.  I am sure I could look up the
definition in the dictionary, but I believe it would differ
from the beliefs of some of Cass City’s finest.

Although I graduated from Cass City High School, I
am sorry to say that I am not well educated.  That is no
one’s fault but my own, so I am placing no blame on
anyone but myself.  Now I am hoping some of our more
educated readers can help me.
My son has been in the Cass City School System since

kindergarten and is currently a senior in high school.
He has participated in sports from the beginning – base-
ball, basketball, football and wrestling.  Although he
decided not to play football or basketball after middle
school, he still participates in wrestling and baseball.
So after many years of being involved in sports, I feel I
have been well educated on what it takes to play sports
for Cass City.
First, I appreciate all the coaches; they have been awe-

some.  They have all been great to my son.  All of them
have pushed him to succeed, on and off the field of
play.
As of late, my son has been getting quite a bit of recog-

nition, especially in the local newspaper.  He has been
“athlete of the week” for both baseball and wrestling.  I
am very proud of him.

That being said, here is my complaint: I am tired of
reading about the same handful of athletes, week in and
week out, my son included.  There are other athletes
that are just as deserving of recognition.  Maybe even
more deserving.
The last I checked, there are nine players that make up

a baseball team.  It takes 14 to make up a full wrestling
team.  Why do we only recognize the same couple play-
ers every week?
Why don’t we ever hear about the boy who wrestles in

the 112-pound weight class but only weighs 80 pounds?
He is wrestling kids 30 pounds over his weight.  And
what about our 125-pounder?  He is a huge underdog
every match, but that does not stop him.  He works hard
and never complains, knowing that he will probably not
finish in victory.  We have a wrestler that went 11-1 in
his short time on varsity, filling in for an injured
wrestler.  We have a girl on the team that goes to prac-
tice and works hard every day.  She knows, barring
injury, she will not wrestle a varsity match all year.  The
list goes on and on.
What does a kid have to do to make the paper?  Go out

and steal a candy bar and you will make the paper for
sure.  Is that what we want to read about?  Not me!

I think we would have better teams if we would start
playing like one.  This includes our coaches.

Coaches and sports writers – I say that you have fum-
bled the ball.  Take pride in your team.  Your whole
team.

Cass City athletes deserve praise, and I mean all of
them.  It takes hard work and extraordinary discipline
to play sports for Cass City.  We should all be proud of
our athletes.  I am.  Keep up the good work!

Respectfully,
John Lebioda
Cass City

Editor’s note: Mr. Lebioda’s points are well taken, and
we couldn’t agree more when he says all area athletes
and coaches deserve praise.

However, the reality is – at least at the varsity level –
student athletes’ playing time, in general, is based on
their ability, and the athletes who play key roles in con-
tests and/or excel individually are the kids who receive
the most attention in the press.  There’s nothing new
under the sun here.  And, not to pass the buck, but the
information provided by coaches to writers also plays a
big part in whose names are mentioned after various
contests.  Some coaches are very faithful in that respect.
Others, not so much.

Having said all that, Mr. Lebioda, we’d like to point
out just how many area athletes received some recogni-
tion (their names mentioned) in the Chronicle’s Jan. 14
sports section – no fewer than 34 different student ath-
letes from Cass City, Ubly, Kingston and Owen-Gage
competing in varsity boys and girls basketball,
wrestling and gymnastics.

As for the “athlete of the week” honors, you should
note the honor is called “Schneeberger’s Athlete of the
Week”, appropriately named after the local business
that sponsors, pays for and selects a student athlete to
honor in an advertisement each week in the Chronicle.

Finally, while we don’t have the staff to chase after
sports features left and right, we do our best to cover
human interest stories that are sports-related when we
have time and become aware of them.  Maybe you read,
for example, our story on Ethan Ellesin, who was born
with dwarfism but recently closed out an unusually suc-
cessful first year of junior high wrestling in Cass City?
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony charges
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court on
various criminal charges last week:

*Tara L. Springsteen, 35, Fostoria,
pleaded no contest to attempting to
maintain a drug house June 24 in
Watertown Township.

She was subsequently sentenced,
with the court ordering her to pay
court costs and fines totaling $225.

*Hunter B. Jacques, 17, Mayville,
pleaded no contest to charges of
delivery/manufacture of a controlled
substance and impaired driving Nov.
10 in Mayville.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $2,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Daniel E. Ford, 26, Caro, pleaded
guilty to attempted fraudulent use of
a public utility (Thumb Electric
Cooperative) between June 26 and
Oct. 15, 2014.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Leslie M. King, 45, Caseville,
pleaded guilty to attempting to
obtain a controlled substance
(Oxycontin) by fraud June 26 in
Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brandon M. Smith, 23, Caro,
pleaded no contest to breaking and
entering a building with intent to
commit larceny Dec. 2-6 in Almer
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Jennifer M. Randall, 35, Caro,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny
between April 30 and Sept. 4 in
Almer Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*John K. Forrest, 51, North Branch,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, Nov. 1 in
Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brady C. Horne, 24, Cass City,
pleaded no contest to charges of sec-
ond degree child abuse and aggravat-
ed assault Aug. 10 in Novesta
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$25,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies temporari-

ly closed M-53 down to one lane near the intersec-

tion of Bay City-Forestville Road last Wednesday

after the driver of a semi-truck and trailer hauling

a crane extension boom lost his payload on the

roadway.  There were no injuries and no property

damage.

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies
were forced to shut down a portion
of M-53 northeast of Cass City after
a semi-truck and trailer lost its pay-
load on the highway last Wednesday.

The incident was reported at about
1:30 p.m., according to Deputy Rob
Wendling, who reported the semi-
truck, which was hauling a crane
extension boom, was traveling on
North VanDyke Road (M-53), south
of Bay City-Forestville Road, when
the driver stopped to avoid a vehicle
that was turning into a private drive.

“The (truck driver’s) load had shift-
ed on the trailer when (he) stopped,”
said Wendling, who noted the driver
was enroute from Elkton to Toledo,
Ohio, when the incident occurred.

“The driver contacted Rooney
Crane Service out of Bad Axe for
assistance,” Wendling said. “Once
Rooneys was on scene, sheriff’s
deputies closed M-53 down to one
lane for approximately 2 ½ hours.
Rooneys was able to lift and re-posi-
tion the craine extension, and the
driver returned on his way.”

No one was hurt and there was no
property damage, according to the
deputy.

M-53 closed
after trucker
loses payload,
no one hurt
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Everybody needs a financial umbrella
to cover unpredicted expenses. Let’s make

sure you’re protected with a sensible savings
plan that fits your budget.

To find out more
information about
protecting your

retirement income, call
DAVID A. WEILER

Automatic Savings Plans
Investment Accounts
Retirement Plans

Even the most savvy
investors wonder
about how to best

protect their
retirement nest egg.

6815 E. Cass City Rd.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-2688



CASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2015

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

She’s still there

for me each day

CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVE

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s no secret I give my wife, Deb, a little grief now and then in this
space, but I’ll be the first to tell you I can’t imagine my world without her.

She’s the love of my life.  Sometimes she’s my nemesis — usually when
I’m in need of an ample serving of reality.  And, there are times when I
just want to pour a bowl of spaghetti sauce over her head, especially when
she’s right about something she said she would be right about, but which I
desperately wanted to be right about.

But Deb will always be my best friend.  And my one true love.
We met on a blind date – a first for both of us.  At the time she was

working for an optical store while attending a Bible college in Grand
Rapids.  I was earning my way through junior college by flipping pizzas.

We had very little in common.  She liked hymns, I liked rock music.  She
was extremely conservative.  Me?  Not so much.

Somehow we fell in love anyway, and a year later we exchanged vows in
a small church in Lowell.  In spite of our youth and stupidity, or maybe
because of it, we were deliriously happy as we started our life out together
living in married housing at Central Michigan University while I finished
my degree.  She worked at a Giantway store in Mt. Pleasant, and I worked
third shift, frying donuts at an adjoining French bakery.

Deb and I didn’t have two nickels to rub together most of the time, but
we didn’t realize we were poor.
As I neared graduation, we welcomed our firstborn, Jennifer, at Central

Michigan Community Hospital.  We figured we could never be happier.
As the years rolled by, we welcomed two more daughters and a son.  I

pursued my career in journalism – most of those years right here in the
Thumb.  For Deb, a job as an emergency room clerk at Hills and Dales
General Hospital led her to become a dialysis technician in town, which
prompted her to return to school.  I supported her as she earned first her
LPN, then her RN credentials and eventually took on a supervisory posi-
tion with a major dialysis company.

We worked hard together, but there were moments when we took each
other for granted.  We sometimes forgot about the happiness shared in
those early years as we tended to the daily grind and weathered the sort of
difficult times many couples face at one time or another.  I was a thought-
less, selfish person in this relationship more times than I’d ever care to
admit.  Even worse, I allowed addiction to take over my life, prompting
me to distance myself from everyone who cared about me – especially Deb
– until things were so bad I finally confessed the secret I had kept so well
from her.

Our story might have ended there, but it didn’t because Deb never gave
up on me.  She was there for me each day as I worked to get my act
together, just as she always had been, despite some very trying circum-
stances in other areas of our lives at the time.

I look back on the day we exchanged our wedding vows, nearly 33 years
ago now, and I’m amazed at all we’ve been through together, and at how
our family has grown — we now have nine beautiful grandchildren.  I’m
also amazed at the love Deb still has for me and I for her.

Don’t get me wrong; I still want to dump a bowl of spaghetti sauce over
her head now and then, and I suppose she might like to do the same to me
every few years or so.

But I know she’ll always be there by my side.  That doesn’t make her the
perfect wife, but I’m pretty sure this is about as close as I’ll ever get on
this earth to experiencing the perfect love.
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5 YEARS AGO (2010)
Cass City Middle School students

recently represented their school
well in the Knights of Columbus
Spelling Bee in Midland. In Level
One, fifth and sixth graders Zachary
McCoy, Ilana Blattner, Katlyn
Babcock and Maegan LeValley com-
peted, with LeValley the top Cass
City finisher, leaving the competi-
tion in the 10th round. In Level 2, for
students in grades 7 and 8, Kayla
Zmierski was named the winner,
while Michael Mulligan finished in
fourth place. Zmierski will next par-
ticipate in a Knights of Columbus
Spelling Bee March 6 in Standish.

Two Tuscola youngsters recently
donated some of their hair to the
Locks of Love organization, which
provides children suffering from ill-
ness- related hair loss with wigs.
They are Alaina Fetterhoff, 7, of
Argyle, and Mersadi Guthrie, 5, of
Mayville. Both of the children had
their hair trimmed at the VIP Salon
in Cass City.

There’s little doubt the Greater
Thumb Conference wrestling match
in Cass City will include the league’s
2009-10 eventual champions. The
Red Hawks did their part to enter the
GTC showdown last week in Pigeon,
where Coach Don Markel’s grap-
plers defeated Saginaw Nouvel, 39-
22, and host Elkton-Pigeon-Bay
Port, 64-12, to remain undefeated in
conference play.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Caro Transit Authority officials and

the Human Development
Commission (HDC) have made good
on a promise to expand bus trans-
portation service to Cass City.
Officials announced last week that
the Thumbody Transportation
System is now offering transporta-
tion between Cass City and Caro as
well as limited service within the vil-
lage.

Ed Hewitt shakes his head a little
when he recalls his 7-month deploy-
ment to Kuwait during Operations
Desert Shield-Desert Storm. “Ten
years (ago). It’s been awhile,” the
1984 Cass City High School gradu-
ate commented Thursday while visit-
ing with family, including his moth-
er, Amor West, in Cass City. Hewitt,
38, recently returned home from his
second tour of duty in a combat zone
- just over 13 months at a base locat-
ed about 20 kilometers from Mosul,
north of Baghdad in Iraq, where he
recalled he handled some different
duties in the midst of a very different
conflict compared to his time in
Kuwait. Hewitt, a U.S. Army staff
sergeant, deployed to Iraq more than
a year ago with Delta Troop, 3rd
Squadron, 17th Cavalry out of Fort
Drum, New York. His assignment
was similar to the one he carried out
in Kuwait - to ensure Army attack
helicopters were kept in top shape at
all times.
For 8 years now we have chronicled

the progress and the prowess of
Craig Emmert on the basketball
floor. That includes 4 years playing
at Cass City High School and he’s
now in his 4th year at Milligan
College. Emmert is tied percentage-
wise for the tops in the statistic chart
with a .638 average. He’s played in
17 games, hitting 115 of 181 shots.
It’s not listed, but Emmert’s assist
total just has to be up there, too. In
high school his passing was always a
top feature of his game. (From
Rabbit Tracks, by John Haire)

25 YEARS AGO (1990)
Tuscola County Sheriff’s Deputy

Glen Skrent recently was promoted
to the rank of sergeant. Sgt. Skrent
has been employed by the Tuscola
County Sheriff Department since
Sept. 5, 1978, and has worked in
both corrections and patrol. The new
sergeant is married to the former
Angie Houghton of Cass City and
they have 2 children, Amanda, 6 and
Rebecca, 3. Sgt. Skrent is a former
Cass City policeman and has a
Bachelor’s degree in Criminal
Justice from Ferris State College.
Sgt. Skrent and his family reside on
Rossman Road, Caro.

The Rev. Rick Sheppard and his
family have lived in Cass City for
only a short time, but the new pastor
says he and his wife, Sandy, and their
children, Christine, 7, and Scott, 5,
feel very welcome in the community.
“It’s the warmest welcome we’ve
ever received at a church and we’re
impressed with that,” he remarked
Thursday. Sheppard is the new pas-
tor at Trinity United Methodist
Church, 6536 Houghton Street.

Strategic Air Command officials
recently announced that Col. James
H. Reid has been named vice com-
mander of the 321st Strategic
Missile Wing, located near Grand
Forks, N.D. Reid, a graduate of Cass
City High School and the University
of Michigan, is the son of Donald

and Jean Reid, who own and operate
a farm near Cass City.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)
James Pierce, a driver for

Continental Can Co. of Melvindale,
was headed south on Elkton Road
(Cemetery Road) nearing the
Tuscola-Huron county line, when he
decided his empty truck was going to
be blown over. He had only a couple
of hundred yards further to go to
Huron Line Road, the first place he
could turn to head his rig into the
wind, when he decided he wouldn’t
make it. He pulled his truck tractor
off the right side of the road and was
moving toward the right side door to
get out when the wind blew the trac-
tor and trailer onto their sides, into
the left lane. “It just picked it up and
tipped it over,” he explained.
An outmanned Harbor Beach Pirate

quintet battled host Cass City Red
Hawks for 3 ½ quarters Tuesday
night before finally bowing to a late
Hawk surge that resulted in a 65-50
Cass City victory. Ken Martin scored
20 for Cass City and Tim Fahrner
had 12. In double figures for Harbor
Beach were Bill Maurer with 18 and
Darryl Wehner with 12.

McDonald’s hamburgers taste the
same in Japan as they do here, but in
Japan, they cost more. That is the
observation of Teruyo (Terry)
Hayashi, who likes them in either
country. The 18-year-old arrived in
Cass City Aug. 27 as an exchange
student through the Youth for
Understanding program. She is
spending the year with the Ronald
Nicholas family at their N. Seeger
Street home, and will be returning
home in July. There are McDonald’s
restaurants in Japan, which is where
she got her first taste of their ham-
burgers. (A plain one costs the equiv-
alent of 75 cents there, compared to
39 cents here.)

40 YEARS AGO (1975)
Elkland Township is one of the

safest places to live in Tuscola
County, according to a study recent-
ly completed by the Michigan State
Police from the Caro Post. Statistics
compiled by Post Community
Services Officer Donald Reed show
Elkland township rates 20th in terms
of reported crime out of the county’s
23 townships. Only Juniata, Gilford
and Columbia townships rate safer,
Reed said. 

Lloyd D. Severance, 58, Evergreen
Township farmer, was unanimously
elected Chairman of the Sanilac
County Board of Commissioners
during the board’s organizational
meeting Wednesday, Jan. 8, in
Sandusky. Severance, a veteran of
township and county politics for
many years, succeeds Russell
Wilson as head of the eight-member
board and will serve for one year. 

It was a beautiful night Tuesday for
the Cass City Red Hawks and their
fans. The Hawks rolled over
Marlette in a laugher, 73-57, and
Frankenmuth topped the Lakers to
move the Hawks back into con-
tention in the Thumb B Conference
title battle. Cass City showed its
usual balanced scoring with most of
the team sharing in the scoring. Ken
Lowe led the pack with 18. Chuck
Bliss had 15, Jerry Toner 12 and
Charlie Walsh scored eight.
Marlette’s Pete Diegel led all scorers
with 19 points.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)
Dr. K. L. MacRae, Cass City

osteopath, has been named chief of
staff at Cass City Hospital, Inc.,
according to Joseph Weiler hospital
administrator. Other staff officers,
elected last week, are: Dr. D.C.
McNeil, Sandusky, vice-chief of
staff, and Dr. June MacRae,
Gagetown, re-elected secretary-
treasurer. Also on the staff are Dr.
James Ballard of Cass City and Dr.
R.T. Oliver of Kingston.

Red Hawk debaters continued their
winning streak by taking both nega-
tive and affirmative contests in a
meet with Harbor Beach Wednesday,
Jan. 13, at the high school. The
squad currently has a 3-1 State

record and a 15-3 record in the
Lower Thumb League. Team mem-
bers are Richard Hartwick and
Robert Milligan, affirmative, and
Tim Knight, Mary Lou Spencer and
Reiner Jack, negative.

Mrs. Fritz Neitzel of Cass City has
been hired to teach fifth and sixth
grades at Deford Community School
beginning second semester. Mrs.
Neitzel was approved by the Cass
City Board of Education at a recent
meeting. She replaces Mrs.
Geraldine Henry.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)

Members of the Shrine fraternity of
the Cass City community are pleased
to note the recent elected of Willard
J. Nash, Saginaw attorney, as the
new potentate of Elf Khurafeh
Shrine. Mr. Nash, who spent his boy-
hood days on a farm near Cass City
and graduated from the local high
school in 1894, was elected one of a
group of five to represent Elf
Khurafeh Temple at the imperial
council sessions June 10-13 in
Memphis, Tennessee.
Sand Valley School – Teacher, Mrs.

Warner. Reporter, Dorothy
Klinkman. Those having 100 per
cent in spelling are Lance Robinson,
Jack Palmateer, June Nowland and
Dorothy Klinkman…. Those on the
honor roll for December are
Raymond Windy, Lance Robinson,
Robert Warner, June and Donna
Nowland, Dorothy Klinkman, Jack
Palmateer, Robert Connell and
Elaine Shagena….We have a new
Safety poster….The boys have had
fun sliding down hill and playing
snowball…. Monitors for the week
were Joe and Althea Palmateer, June
and Bob Nowland, Bob Shagena,
Robert Warner, Dorothy Klinkman
and Steve Windy….Those neither
tardy nor absent in the month of
December are Dorothy and Kenneth
Klinkman, June, Donna, Bob and
Henry Nowland, Lance and Billy
Robinson, Althea, Evelyn and Letha
Palmateer, Art and Harold Easton,
Joe and Raymond Windy….The
third and fourth grades are finishing
airplane books for English…The lit-
tle folks are learning a January
poem….The fourth and fifth grades
had reviews and tests in geography.

After a machine has churned two
million pounds or more of butter, it
has earned a place on the retirement
list, and should be given a rest. So
figured, M.E. Kenney, proprietor of
the Kenney Creamery in Cass City,
and accordingly he has replaced this
machine with a new Cherry Burrell
churn of 800-pound capacity.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)
Cass City high school contested

with Owendale Friday and won in a
hard-fought game by a score of 22-
10. The team was well picked and
each player showed her ability to
handle the ball. Lena Brown, cap-
tain, and Vaina McPhail proved
themselves capable of holding down
forward on the team. Owendale can
be complimented on their sports-
manship and their willingness to
learn more about the game which
Referee Townsend was eager to
show them.

Colin McCallum of Greenleaf
township, received a large salmon
Christmas week from his brother,
Neil, of the Pacific coast. Colin is
proudly handing out samples of the
fish which he claims weighed forty
pounds, but his friends smile dubi-
ously when they think of it.

The Cass City high school boys
won the first basket ball game of the
season at Owendale and it was an
easy victory for the local team with a
final score of 29-1. From the first
blowing of the whistle until the last,
every man played the game “right.”
Team work was the great feature of
the game as several times the ball
was carried the length of the hall by
Cass City. Duncanson made a good
showing both in handling the ball
and in throwing founds. Benkelman
was in the game every minute and
succeeded in throwing his share of
field baskets. 

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.
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Pastor’s Corner

The blessing of first fruits -- He deserves our best
Proverbs 3:9-10 says: Honor the

Lord with your wealth and with the
best part of everything you produce.
Then he will fill your barns with
grain, and your vats will overflow
with good wine.

God asks us to seek Him first. As
God blesses us, we need to bless
Him and that is done through obedi-
ence. You see, we don’t own any-
thing, it is all God’s and He empow-
ers us to be stewards. A steward is
someone that watches over someone
else’s resources. God expects us to
be good stewards of His resources
and acknowledge Him by giving
back of our first fruits. He does not
want our left-overs, He wants and
deserves our best.

Tithing is a great example of this
principle. God simply asks us to give
back to Him the first 10% of our
income. This is not because God

needs our money – believe me, He
does not. It is also not because the
church needs our money either. Yes,
the church does have expenses but
what the church really needs is peo-
ple that are walking in obedience to
God and then God will work every-
thing out regarding the finances. God
simply asks us to tithe to recognize
Him and the fact that He is the one
that provides for all of our needs.

Tithing is not the only way to give
God our first fruits. God also wants
to be a priority in our busy schedules
as well. He wants us to give the first
fruits of our time in prayer and serv-
ice to Him. God has gifted each of us
uniquely to accomplish a purpose in
life and He expects us to use those
gifts. 

A great way to serve God is to use
your gifts to show God’s love to oth-
ers. So many are hurting in this

world and even here in Cass City.
Just a simple act of kindness will go
a long way. Especially this time of
year as winter can be especially chal-
lenging for many. 

I challenge everyone first of all to
take a good look at what they have
and realize that all blessings come
from the Lord. Then go find some-
one less fortunate than you and go
and bless them. 
At Living Word we are spending the

first 3 weeks of the year giving God
our first fruits in a time of fasting and
prayer. This is not only for the needs
in our own personal lives but also for
the needs of the church and commu-
nity. 

If you want to learn more about
what God says about managing your
finances and how you will be blessed
by doing it His way, the next
Financial Peace University Class is

starting February 2nd, 7 p.m. at Hills
and Dales Hospital in Cass City and
runs for 9 weeks. This is an incredi-
ble, life changing program that many
in the community have already taken
advantage of and are experiencing
transformational results. No matter
what your financial situation is, this
program will be beneficial.

No matter what you are going
through right now, be encouraged
that God through His unending love
and amazing grace sent His Son,
Jesus Christ to die on the cross to pay
the penalty for our sins. Something
we could not do! Jesus then rose
from the grave and ascended to
heaven where He prepared a place
for us and is now seated at the right
hand of God the Father, waiting for
us to accept Him and spend all of
eternity in glory! Pastor Mark Karwowski

Living Word Worship Center
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SEMCO ENERGY ASKS 
CUSTOMERS TO KEEP METERS 

CLEAR OF SNOW AND ICE
During the winter, here are a few ways to help protect gas meter equipment and 
gas appliances to avoid a potentially hazardous situation or service disruption:

 
 snow and ice from building up on the gas meter or pressure regulator.

 
 your appliance exhaust vents.

 
 snow against the natural gas meter, regulator or appliance vents.

 
 shovel that could damage the meter.

 
 or piping. If you find your meter or pressure regulator covered in ice or frozen  

 
 Gas Company, toll free, at 1 800 624 2019. 
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been held at various locations in Cass City.  Currently, members gather at
Hills and Dales General Hospital.

“Various (AAUW) projects through the years have included book discus-
sion and literature groups; study groups addressing various current topics;
and a lecture series held at the cultural center, including speakers from the
University of Michigan, Michigan State University and Wayne State
University, and at monthly meetings, a variety of guest speakers from the
local area as well as from colleges and universities,” Dunn noted.

“An annual book sale was held in the summer to raise money for scholar-
ships for women,” she added.  “In the past, members were also involved in
the Art Train, the Bach Festival, Picture Lady presentations at Cass City
schools, and live productions from the Detroit Youth Theatre for local stu-
dents, co-sponsored with the Michigan Council for the Arts.  Various confer-
ences for girls have also been sponsored, including a math and science day
for middle school girls at Saginaw Valley State University.”
The group, which currently has 40 members, is still active and flourishing,

according to Dunn, who said the local branch was named the Cass
City/Thumb Branch to include members outside Cass City.

“Current projects include a Halloween carnival held in late October at the
elementary school for children up to age twelve.  This was started as a serv-
ice to the community in 1976 so the children would have a safe place to cel-
ebrate Halloween.  Many adults who bring their children to the carnival have
fond memories of attending as a child,” Dunn said.
“Members also present an activity and distribute free books to first and sec-

ond graders at the elementary school three times per year as part of a
Reading is Fundamental (RIF) project.  Over 10,000 books have been dis-
tributed since this program started in 1976,” she continued.

The area AAUW branch also hosts an annual Flamingo Fling in April, an
event that includes a dinner, silent and live auctions and a raffle as a
fundraiser for scholarships for women returning to school to earn a college
degree.  Forty-nine women have been awarded a combined $39,750 in
school grants between 2002 and 2014.

The group’s other fundraisers include a butter braids sale in October and a
Christmas wreath sale in November, according to Dunn, who indicated
members of the local AAUW branch are looking forward to an active and
productive future.

“Plans are to continue to be a positive influence in the Cass City area for
years to come,” she said. 

Continued from page one.

BODY CAMERAS the Cass City Police

Department has experimented with over the past

few years include these Scorpion (left) and Taser

brand models, which clip to the front of the offi-

cer’s uniform.

AAUW marks 50 years

wildlife or cattle herds are found.
A total of 7,441 head of cattle from

55 herds were tested in the designat-
ed circles, and no evidence of bovine
TB was found. Based on these
results, MDARD released the orders
for Potential High Risk and Special
Surveillance Area designations.

The decision to begin testing in
Huron County in the spring of 2014
was based on laboratory tests on
samples taken from a two-year-old
Holstein steer during slaughter sur-
veillance, which were confirmed
positive for bovine TB.

The carcass was removed by the
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Food Safety Inspection Service
(USDA-FSIS) and lesion samples
were sent to USDA’s Animal
Research Laboratory in Ames, Iowa,
to confirm the strain of TB.
Laboratory tests confirmed a genet-

ic link between the Huron County
steer and a bovine TB-positive
Saginaw County herd from the year
before.  State ag officials said the
positive test in Huron County
marked the fourth location of a TB-
infected animal as a result of testing
more than 26,000 cattle linked in the
previous five years to the Saginaw
County herd.  The strain of TB
involved is considered the Michigan

Bovine TB testing done in Huron Co.

Continued from page one. strain.
The bovine TB-positive Huron

County steer came from a feedlot
that was part of the trace investiga-
tion for the 2013 Saginaw County
dairy herd, according to officials,
who noted the feedlot owner had
signed an agreement to only ship to a
USDA-FSIS slaughter plant.

It is common practice in Michigan
to sell castrated calves, usually
Holsteins, from dairy farms to busi-
nesses that raise then for beef.  The
cattle are co-mingled from multiple
farms before the steers go to market
at their optimal weight, usually
between 18 and 24 months of age.

Bovine TB is a disease caused by
the bacterium Mycobacterium bovis,
which is different from the strain of
mycobacterium that usually infects
humans.  In the United States, the
disease is found primarily in cattle,
captive cervidae (deer and elk),
bison and goats.

Bovine TB is a slow growing bac-
terium that infects the lungs and the
lymph nodes of cattle.  The bacteri-
um does not grow in muscle tissue,
so food is not impacted.  However,
as an added measure of caution, the
carcass is always condemned.

Michigan has been testing for
bovine TB and working to eradicate
the disease since 1995.

hot item, the Cass City Police
Department has been experimenting
with the high-tech equipment for a
few years now.  Today, the depart-
ment, which operates 24/7 year-
round and is staffed by four full-time
officers, including veteran Police
Chief Craig Haynes, plus another
half-dozen part-time officers, utilizes
three body cameras.
“The first small cameras we got five

years ago were (obtained via) the
underage drinking grants to combat
underage drinking,” recalled
Haynes, who said he felt a mobile
camera would complement the dash-
board cameras installed inside the
department’s patrol vehicles.
“A lot of times we’re away from the

car, so we didn’t have the video,” he
said.  Haynes added an increasing
number of domestic violence calls
also convinced him body cameras
could be a vital tool in recording
interactions with subjects.

The first camera model – about the
size of a Thumb – used by the local
police department proved to be inex-
pensive (about $100), but was also
limited in picture quality and storage
ability, and required the officer to
push various buttons to operate it.
Later, Haynes experimented with
better quality cameras, also pur-
chased with the help of grant fund-
ing.

While more expensive, the better

Body cameras effective tool
Continued from page one. cameras (costing up to $1,000 each),

Haynes said the better models offer
high definition images, a wider field
of view, generous internal storage
capacity, and longer battery lives.
“You’re always looking for simplic-

ity in the operation of these cam-
eras,” he continued, noting the latest
camera model in service allows the
officer to activate by simply flipping
down a lens cover.

In spite of what some people might
believe, all recorded video is treated
as evidence and not made available
to the public via Internet sites such
as Youtube or Facebook, according
to Haynes, who said all footage is
saved for three months or longer,
depending on the case involved.
As for debates over invasion of cit-

izens’ privacy, Haynes pointed out
that legal opinions have ruled the
cameras do not pose an invasion on
the part of police officers, many of
whom have welcomed the high-tech
tools.

“We don’t get many (complaints
against officers), but people don’t
always agree with our decisions, so
if things are turning less than civil,
you can turn on your camera and
record” an interaction with a subject,
Haynes said, adding knowledge that
an interaction with an officer is being
recorded tends to discourage people
from making false accusations
against an officer.
At the same time, even officers who

wouldn’t behave in an unprofession-

al manner without a camera are
reminded to take stock and better
police their own conduct.

“They (Cass City officers) felt it
was protecting them, and it is,”
Haynes said.  “On the other hand, it
also protects the citizens.
“We may be a small town, but times

have changed,” he continued, refer-
ring to an increasingly transient pop-
ulation in towns across the Thumb
and beyond.  “This is a technology
that I would be foolish not to use.  I
think it mitigates liability for the vil-
lage and the department.  We have a
well-trained, well-equipped police
department here, and I think it bene-
fits the community to use the tech-
nology that’s available.”

Of course, any one tool isn’t going
to determine the quality and profes-
sionalism of a police department,
Haynes acknowledged.

“It’s important that you have the
right people, obviously, and then
supervision of the officers, and train-
ing,” he said.  “And you instill in
them the community-oriented polic-
ing philosophy – we’re part of the
community.  We’re not strangers;
we’re involved in the community
outside of police work.  We’re not
looking at numbers, we’re looking at
faces.  I think that makes a differ-
ence.”
The chief added, “You need to be in

touch with your community.  We’re
in this together.”

“The circumstances which led to the arrest (were) that the (suspect) has
been an employee of the company since the late 1990s and had been in a
supervisory role since 2011,” Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson
explained.  “Apparently, sometime after his supervisory promotion, he
began ordering expensive computer hardware, which was claimed to be for
existing plant manufacturing machines.  He would then sell the hardware
through the Internet at a discounted price.

“Because supervisors are allowed to purchase items without further man-
agement approval, as long as it’s below a certain dollar limit, these purchas-
es went undetected” for some time.

Blue Diamond Steel is a subsidiary of Huron Castings.  The company
employs more than 200 people and, when combined with the Huron
Castings family of companies, boasts a total employment of nearly 800 peo-
ple.

Continued from page one.

Akron man pleads not guilty

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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FRIGID TEMPERATURES and biting winds eased their grip on the Thumb

towards the end of last week, giving area residents a brief respite in what has

been a fairly uneventful Michigan winter so far.  Even subzero wind chill

readings in recent weeks, however, haven’t diminished the beauty of the spec-

tacular sunrises residents on the “sunrise side” of Michigan enjoy. 

By dawn’s early light...

Oncology 
Rehabilitation Screening 
& Consultation

FREE

LIMITED TIME ONLY: January-MarchWhether you’ve been recently 
diagnosed with cancer or have been 
a survivor for many years, it is never too late for 
a FREE consultation to determine if Oncology 
Rehabilitation can help you.

Oncology Rehabilitationmay help reduce yoursymptoms & improveyour quality 
of life!

No prescription or physician referral needed!
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business experience in the coming months.
It’s a process both are very familiar with, especially Battel, who is the sixth

generation of Battels to be involved in the family business, Battel’s Sugar
Bush Pure Maple Syrup.  The family has been producing high-quality maple
syrup in the same woods northeast of Cass City, along Daus Road just west
of M-53, since 1882.

“We’ve been neighbors since I was six years old, and we’ve been friends
since before that,” Battel said of Healy during an interview in the family’s
sugar shack, just west of Sue and Bob’s farmhouse.  “His family’s always
lived across the road and they’ve helped us over the years.”
Battel noted they will be using their grant to purchase syrup making equip-

ment such as spiles (tree taps), sap collection receptacles, a barrel to haul sap
– just about everything they need except for the boiling and canning equip-
ment.
“We’re going to ask grandpa (Mark Battel) to do that for us in exchange for

some sap that we collect.  It will be a good percentage because it’s a lot of
work.  It’s very, very labor intensive,” she said, adding her dad is also
involved in tapping trees and boiling sap, while her mom and grandmother,
Diane Battel, handle the canning duties at the family sugar shack.

“The actual (syrup making) process will begin when we tap, sometime in
the spring, depending on the weather,” Battel continued.

“It (temperature) needs to be above freezing in the day and below freezing
at night,” Healy added.

The youths say they plan to tap 66 trees with an expectation of collecting
some 1,200 gallons of sap over the course of the short season.  The sap will
then be boiled down to roughly 33 gallons of finished pure maple syrup.

In between, the collected sap is poured into a holding tank and put through
a reverse osmosis process.  “That takes out…40 percent of the water, so it
makes it even richer before it goes into the boiler pan,” Battel explained.

Once they’re finished, Battel said the pair will move on to the final step.
“We’re going to sell it,” she said.  “We’re going to specialize in gift size con-
tainers, which are usually like a pint or smaller.”

The young entrepreneurs already have plans to market their syrup on their
own Facebook page – County Line Kids Pure Maple Syrup.
Battel and Healy, both seventh grade students who are home schooled, pre-

viously teamed up last fall to raise and sell chickens for their SAE project.
Their efforts earned a silver medal in the junior high division at a state broil-
er contest.

But they indicated they expect their latest partnership will be even more
enjoyable.

Asked what they expect to enjoy the most, Healy responded, “Driving the
Ranger (off-road utility vehicle).”

“I guess I just really like to make maple syrup,” Battel added, “and it’s
more fun to do it with a friend.” 

Continued from page one.

Battel, Healy receive $1,000
grant for maple syrup project

BATTEL AND HEALY both know their way

around a sugar bush, having grown up around the

Battel family’s maple syrup business, which has

been around since 1882 in the same woods north-

east of Cass City.  Addy Battel is the sixth genera-

tion to be involved in the family tradition.

Cass City Chronicle Subscriptions
As Low As $21/year - Call 872-2010


