
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A missing Sanilac County teen is back home with her family after spend-
ing a portion of the holidays with an individual she
met online, but the case remains open as investigators
work to locate the unknown person.
The Marlette Police Department last week confirmed

that 15-year-old Hannah Skakle had been located safe
and unharmed.
According to reports, the teen had left her home Dec.

26 at about 6:30 p.m. after making arrangements with
the individual she had met on the Internet to pick her
up.  “She was transported to the Kalamazoo area

where she spent several days with the person.  During that time, she
bleached and cut her hair to avoid being recognized,” a Marlette Police
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Owendale Lions welcome new members
Photo, page 2

Mumps have health officials concerned
Page 4

Casting aside cynicism this time
Reporter’s Notebook, page 5

Owendale Lions
planning benefit
for Tom Reehl

THE NATIONAL Weather Service issued a winter weather advisory for the

Thumb area over the weekend, and Old Man Winter didn’t disappoint, send-

ing a mix of three inches or so of snow, followed by freezing rain.  Above,

Peyton Darling, 9, a third grade student at Cass City Elementary School, was

among local residents who didn’t waste time clearing their sidewalks.

Missing Sanilac teen home safe,
search for suspect is continuing

TOM REEHL ENJOYS a visit from his grandchildren.  The Owendale Lions

Club has organized a benefit for Reehl, who was diagnosed with Stage 4 brain

cancer in September.  The event is set for Sunday, Jan. 11, from 9 a.m. to 1

p.m. in the Owen-Gage High School cafeteria.

New Facebook page honors Tuscola
County’s police officers, fire fighters

Huron County sheriff reports
fifth anonymous gift of $1,000 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The generosity of a handful of
Thumb residents anonymously
donating cash for distribution by the
Huron County Sheriff’s Department
over the holiday season continued
late into December, with deputies
dividing and handing out yet another

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Owendale Lions Club has a well-earned reputation for lending a hand
to those in the community who find themselves in need of a little encourage-
ment, so it’s no surprise the service club responded when it learned of Tom
Reehl’s battle for his life.

Reehl, a Thumb native who lived in the Gagetown area for more than four
decades, was diagnosed with Stage 4 (incurable) brain cancer in September.

To help the family with expenses, the Lions Club has organized a benefit
pancake breakfast, which is slated for Sunday, Jan. 11, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
in the Owen-Gage High School cafeteria.  The menu includes pancakes,
eggs, sausage, homemade biscuits and gravy, toast and juice.  Admission is
$7 for adults and $4 for kids (children under the age of five are free).
Reehl is a familiar face in the community, serving as an elected member of

the Gagetown Village Council for 40 years.  He worked as a die setter at the
former Evans Products plant in Gagetown for nearly 30 years before the
plant closed.  He then went to work for Oetiker’s, a Swedish clamp compa-
ny in 1991, retiring in 2006.

Reehl has been active in a variety of groups over the years, including the
Owen-Gage Band Boosters.  He’s been involved with the Cass City-
Gagetown Knights of Columbus Council 8892, and he’s been a member of
the men’s group at St. Agatha Catholic Church in Gagetown, where he and
his wife, Pauline, have been members for 44 years.

Reehl’s diagnosis of brain cancer came in mid-September, according to
Pauline who, like her husband, grew up in the Bad Axe area and graduated
from Bad Axe High School in 1961.
“He was falling here at the house, and we didn’t know what was going on,”

she recalled, adding Tom was transported to Scheurer Hospital in Pigeon
after taking a spill in the bathroom of the couple’s home.  Doctors ordered a
CAT scan, which revealed a tumor in the right side of his brain, which was
affecting function on the left side of his body and head, including his eye-
sight.

Reehl was referred to Bay Medical Center and underwent surgery Sept. 22
to remove as much of the tumor as possible, Pauline said, adding several
rounds of radiation treatments followed, starting in early October.

“He was doing really good.  He was up walking with his walker,” said
Pauline, who noted her husband had even returned to one of his favorite pas-
times – playing bingo – when he suffered a setback in the form of another
fall in mid-November.  A return trip to the hospital revealed he needed a
blood transfusion and was suffering from pneumonia, congestive heart fail-
ure and sepsis (a life-threatening whole-body infection).

Reehl was eventually transferred from Bay Medical Center to the Bay

Please turn to page 6.

gift of $1,000.
“Unbelievable as it is, another fam-

ily representative wishing to remain
anonymous came to our
office…with another 10 $100 bills,
requesting that the money be distrib-
uted like the other 40 $100 bills,”
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said.  “This

Investigators blame slick roadway
in death of Sanilac Co. pedestrian

Manure mess

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Sanilac County woman lost her
life Saturday after being struck by a
car while checking on the occupants
of a vehicle that had been involved in
a traffic crash near her home.

Sanilac County Sheriff’s deputies,
who noted slick road conditions
stemming from a weekend snow
storm contributed to the accident,
identified the victim as Stephany
Salazar, 48, of Flynn Township.

According to deputies, a 911 call
came into Central Dispatch advising

of a minor injury accident that had
occurred on Maple Valley Road near
Peck Road. While officers were
responding to that scene, central dis-
patch received a second 911 call
reporting that a pedestrian was
struck by a second vehicle that lost
control in the same location.

“The initial investigation showed
that a 2011 Chevrolet Malibu driven
by 16-year-old Allyssa Halbert of
Brown City and passengers, 39-year-
old April Halbert, 15-year-old
Mariah Halbert, and 65-year-old
Diane Halbert, also all of Brown
City, were traveling south on Maple

Valley Road near Peck Road when
Alyssa lost control on the slushy
roadway and crossed over entering
the east ditch,” Sgt. Nathan Smith
said.

“As the female occupants were
waiting for deputies to
arrive…Salazar came out of her res-
idence in the 5000 block of Maple
Valley Road to check on the occu-

Hannah Skakle

Please turn to page 6.

DEQ monitoring clean-up after trailer
spills thousands of gallons into river

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) officials will con-
tinue monitoring clean-up in and around a section of the west branch of the
Pigeon River in Huron County’s Grant Township after a farm tractor haul-
ing liquid manure jackknifed and rolled over last week.

The accident, which occurred Tuesday on Rescue Road, about a half-mile
east of Elkton Road, resulted in a spill of some 7,300 gallons of liquid
manure, most of it entering the waterway, according to Randy Miller, Huron
County Emergency Services director.

“From what we can tell, the entire contents of that trailer spilled.  There
was a sludge amount on the banks – maybe 1,000 gallons – but the rest went
into the river,” he said.
The driver of the tractor, owned  by Verhaar Farms, lost control on the road-

way as he was traveling down the hill, according to reports.  The momentum
of the vehicle caused the trailer to push past the tractor, with both the trac-
tor and trailer tipping over, according to Miller, who suggested speed and
driver inexperience may have contributed to the incident.

Miller explained that the type of tank involved isn’t equipped with baffles,
which keep liquid from sloshing back and forth inside a tank, reducing the
sort of weight shift that caused the driver to lose control in this case.  He was
fortunate to have escaped injury, Miller said.

While the river will dilute the spill, liquid manure poses a significant dan-
ger to both fish and wildlife, he noted, adding, “What manure does to the
river is, it takes the oxygen out.  It’s not good.”  

The Huron County Sheriff’s Department and Elkton Fire Department
responded to the scene and assisted DEQ officials in the effort to contain and
clean-up the spill.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Pam Stillwell-Binder has seen the
protests and heard the angry words
aimed at the law enforcement com-
munity in recent months over the
deaths of black suspects at the hands
of white police officers.

The Vassar woman understood pro-
testors’ anger and frustration, but in
time she began to wonder why few
people had much to say about the
many police officers – as well as
other emergency responders —
whose efforts have saved countless
lives, comforted victims and made a
very real difference in their commu-
nities.
Stillwell-Binder’s solution?  She set

up a page on the social networking
site, Facebook, on New Year’s Eve
and called it “Heroes of Tuscola
County”.

“Welcome to our new page!  Like
many, I am tired of all of the nega-
tive, cyber harassment towards those

that daily put their own safety aside
to help, protect, rescue and aid all of
the residents and visitors of our
county,” she wrote in her introduc-
tion.  “This is a place to celebrate the
courage and dedication of everyday
heroes; or police officers, firemen
(and) rescue workers.  I encourage
you to look around our page and

leave a story or photo celebrating
these courageous men and women.”

The page drew more than 150
“likes” in the first two hours.  Forty-
eight hours after she launched the
page, there were 561 “likes” and the
page had appeared in Facebook
members’ news feeds some 1,800

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 14. 
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THE OWENDALE Lions Club recently inducted four new members, led by

Immediate Past District Governor Wesly Wagster, during its annual

Christmas party at Sherwood on the Hill in Gagetown.  Pictured above are

(from left) William Cleland, Steven Sweatland, Heidi Faist and Marilee Faist.

Grant McKee
Grant Gene McKee, 78, of Pontiac,

formerly of Cass City, died Sunday,
December 28, 2014 in his sister’s
home in Otter Lake.  He was born
March 10, 1936 at home in Decker to
Eugene and Lila Augusta (Chapman)
McKee.    

Grant graduated from Cass City
High School in 1954.  He served in
the U.S. Army in Germany.  Grant
worked for General Motors in the
Pontiac Motors Division, retiring
after more than 30 years.  He
enjoyed working in his vegetable
gardens, visiting casinos, fishing and
watching game shows on television.
Grant also enjoyed watching sport-
ing events, especially the nieces’ and
nephews’ softball games.  

Grant is survived by his brothers:
Elmer McKee of Imlay City, Alvin
McKee of Cass City, George (Betty)
McKee of Lapeer; sister, Ruth Ann
(Barry) McCafferty of Otter Lake;
several nieces and nephews; special
friends: Reva, Larry, and Donna
Silver.  

He was preceded in death by his
parents; sisters:  Evelyn and Lucille;
brothers:  Herbert McKee, Frank
McKee and John McKee.

A funeral service was held
Saturday, January 3 in Kranz Funeral
Home Cass City with Dr. Phil
Burkett of Cass City Missionary
Church officiating.  Interment will
take place in the spring in Elkland
Township Cemetery.  

Memorials may be made to
McLaren Hospice, 1515 Cal Drive,
Davison, MI 48423.  Family and

friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City. 

Richard Szarapski, Sr.
Richard “Dick” Szarapski, Sr., 76,

of Cass City, died Tuesday,

December 30, 2014 in Tendercare

Nursing Facility Cass City following

a short illness.  He was born

September 14, 1938 at home in

Gagetown the youngest of five chil-

dren born to Kazmier and Stefania

(Pucylowski) Szarapski.  
He married Norma Jean Guinther

May 21, 1960 in St. Pancratius
Catholic Church.  

Dick graduated from Cass City
High School in 1957.  He worked for
Hills & Dales General Hospital for
13 years as the Laundry
Superintendent.  Dick retired from
Sebewaing Industries as a tool crib
tender after 39 years of service.  He
was a member of St. Pancratius
Catholic Church since he was five
years old.  Dick was a member of
Cass City Gagetown Knights of
Columbus Council #8892.  He
enjoyed hunting and fishing, particu-
larly deer, goose, duck and turkey
hunting.  Dick was the current presi-
dent of Cass City Gun Club.  Dick
was very talented in creating gadgets
to make his hunting experiences
more efficient.  He also made his
own fishing tackle and, at one time,
did taxidermy work for himself and
friends.

Dick is survived by his wife,
Norma; sons:  Richard “Rick”
Szarapski of Cass City, Joseph
Szarapski of Cass City, Brent (Liisa)
Szarapski of Traverse City, Paul
(Gayle Hurd) Szarapski of Marlette;
grandchildren:  John, Maiya and
Nathan; brothers:  Edward Szarapski
of Sterling Heights, Chester (Mary)
Szarapski of Florida, Stanley
(Arlene) Szarapski of Cass City;
many nieces and nephews.  He will
also will be missed by his goddaugh-
ter and her family, Barb (Chris)
Graff of Cass City.  

He was preceded in death by his
twin daughters, Karen and
Katherine; sister, Janina
Checkeroski; daughter-in-law,
Marilyn Szarapski; sisters-in-law:
Berniece Szarapski and Gertrude
Szarapski.  

A funeral service was held
Saturday, January 3 in Our Lady
Consolata Parish, St. Pancratius
Catholic Church, Cass City with the
Rev. Christian Tabares officiating. 

Interment will be in Novesta
Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for
Mr. Szarapski will be:  Tom
Szarapski, Mark Checkeroski, Paul
Szarapski, Brent Szarapski, Joe
Marshcand, John Szarapski and Ron
Guinther.    
Memorials may be made to the Cass

City Gun Club, Cass City Gagetown
Knights of Columbus Council #8892
or Family Discretionary Fund.
Family and friends may share mem-
ories, prayers and stories with the
family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Shawn and Sheri Sherman and
Kevin and Susan Thorp announce
the engagement of their daughter,
Hayley J. Thorp to Nathan G. Wright
son of Mack and Kathy Wright of
Lapeer.
A March 28, 2015 wedding is being

planned. 

Nathan Wright and
Hayley Thorp

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Be prepared when
you’re on the road

Old Man Winter evidently has been napping during
the early going this winter – a stark contrast to the bit-
ter cold and piles of snow Thumb residents endured
last year by this time.
But make no mistake about it; the frigid temperatures

folks are dealing with this week is just the first taste of
what could be another long Michigan winter, prompt-
ing emergency management officials to remind citi-
zens to be prepared whenever they travel.

Michigan winters can produce extremely cold tem-
peratures, large amounts of snow and bursts of freez-
ing rain. In the event of an emergency, help may not be
immediately available. By having an emergency pre-
paredness kit in a vehicle, a person can survive until
help arrives.

“Road conditions can quickly change for the worse
during the winter months,” said Capt. Chris A.
Kelenske, deputy state director of Emergency
Management and Homeland Security and commander
of the Michigan State Police, Emergency Management
and Homeland Security Division (MSP/EMHSD).  “A
vehicle emergency preparedness kit adds a sense of
safety and security when traveling.  If an incident does
happen, you will be prepared and ready.”

Michigan weather is unpredictable any time of year,
but especially during the winter months.  If you are
stranded in a winter storm, do not leave your vehicle.
Stay with the vehicle and wait for help.
Essential items to include in a vehicle emergency pre-

paredness kit include: Hand-crank radio, hand-crank
flashlight, cell phone charger, windshield scraper,
blanket and extra clothes, tire repair kit and pump,
emergency contact list, de-icer and extra anti-freeze,
“call police” or other “help” sign, jumper cables, tow
chain or rope, fire extinguisher, cat litter or sand for
better tire traction, shovel, flares, first aid kit, bottled
water and nonperishable, high-energy foods (e.g.,
granola bars, canned nuts, raisins, hard candy, trail
mix, peanut butter and crackers).

In addition to having a vehicle emergency prepared-
ness kit, the MSP/EMHSD reminds motorists to take
extra precautions when stopping and driving in the
winter weather.
Remember to brake before the turn and take the prop-

er line of travel through the turn to reduce the poten-
tial for a skid to occur.  If your car begins to skid, let
off the throttle and brakes and use a quick hand-over-
hand steering technique to turn the front tires in the
direction you want to go.
A vehicle’s handling capability is drastically reduced

in winter weather, so take it slow on ice and snow.  Be
sure to leave enough distance between you and the
vehicle in front of you. Always keep your focus on the
road and avoid cell phone use while driving.

Even before you get into your vehicle, check the
weather forecasts for your area and destination.

Michigan travelers are encouraged to go to
www.michigan.gov/roadconditions and www.michi-
gan.gov/drive to check road conditions before heading
out on the road.  Conditions are also available by call-
ing the MSP Travel Hotline at 1-800-381-8477.

Michigan winters are scenic and offer residents and
visitors alike a wide variety of outdoor activities to
enjoy, but keep in mind weather patterns can change
quickly, and an ounce of prevention could make all the
difference should you find yourself stranded in harsh
conditions.

“Please take a number. Your call will be answered in
the order it was received.” 

It isn’t as bad as a root canal or having the hot water
run cold just as you are putting the conditioner into
your hair, but it’s no hot fudge sundae. Waiting. In line.
On the phone. At the superstore. In school. Anywhere.
No fun. 

Unfortunately, the whole waiting experience is
inevitable. It starts in preschool and is never-ending
thereafter. Lines are a part of life – and not just the ones
creeping in around our eyes and forehead.
I often find myself face to face with the gauntlet of the

checkout line. Because I am a (self-dubbed) super
shopper, I’ve devised certain strategies to decrease
waiting time. For instance, I give a visual once-over of
the filled carts ahead of mine, mentally calculating the
scan time involved with each customer. I’ll take a cart
filled with large packages of toilet paper and gallons of
milk over one filled with tiny toiletries any day. When
desperate, I’ve even sneaked through the express lane
when my cart contained more than the allotted 20
items. I’m not merely a super shopper; I’m a daredevil.

I’ve got line savvy. I know how to avoid the wait,
which is why I love going to national theme parks
where waiting is a way of life.
Wait a minute. Did that make sense to anyone but me?
Cutting to the front of the line is frowned upon in nor-

mal society. If some daredevil super shopper were to try
such a suicidal tactic at the grocery store, they’d run the
risk of getting punched in the kidney by a guy with a
30-pound bag of dog food in his cart. 
When you visit a mega theme park in Florida, howev-

er, feel free to throw the rules of normal society right
out the castle window. You are, after all, visiting lands
inhabited by thousands of princesses, a wizard named
Harry and one very rich mouse. It is a magical place
where cutting in line is not only encouraged, it is
endorsed with a golden ticket of sorts. It is a line-beat-
er’s dream.

For our purposes, let’s call this special pass the
speedy-quick ticket (my own term; I don’t want to be
perceived as endorsing either the rodent or wizarding
wizard). 
A mechanized scan of your regular park ticket process-

es a speedy-quick ticket, which allows you to return to
a popular ride at a set time and go right to the front of
the line – as long as you are willing to ignore the cold,
bitter stares from hundreds of tired and impatient
tourists who’ve been standing in the regular line for 93
long minutes, and counting. 

The quick ticket operates under specific parameters.
You can only use it on one attraction at a time, creating
an inherent strategy with the waiting game. You want to
get the most bang from your quick ticket buck, so
which ride you access – and when  – are key.  Smart use
of the speedy ticket involves assessment of ride desir-
ability multiplied by current ride wait time. You might
want to bring your calculator. 

To complicate matters, some attractions are not eligi-
ble for speedy-quick ticket status. One of these is the
restroom, so if you think you’re going to need to ride
the biffy, you better do so before entering the 70-minute
line for the outer space anti-gravity coaster that beams
you to the stars. 

While a speedy-quick ticket decreases wait time for

one ride at a time, it cannot eliminate waiting completely.
The kingdom is magical, not perfect.

Waiting is part of the theme park package – right up
there with meeting and greeting characters and the
proverbial princess breakfast. For their part, the parks are
honest about wait times; each ride has a placard announc-
ing the current length in minutes. Even kids under age 4
learn quickly that 90 minutes is a lot longer than an hour,
and whining will most likely get them a turkey leg to
chew on. Parental manipulation and math skills – two
unexpected perks of waiting in the Dumbo line.

The parks also do their best to make our wait less bor-
ing. They create long queues filled with interesting facts
and information pertaining to each ride’s storyline – sort
of like a beefed-up movie trailer.  Some of the pre-game
fluff is just as interesting as the ride itself, so in a psycho-
logical sense you aren’t really waiting when you are wait-
ing if it doesn’t feel like you are waiting, correct?
Waiting. For the end of this column. You’re nearly there.

Unless you had a speedy-quick ticket – in which case you
were done five minutes ago. Hope you enjoyed the ride.

---
Follow Slices of Life on Facebook and hit Like (please).

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication” Email her at pertmn@qwest.net; or
visit her website at http://marketing-by-
design.home.mchsi.com/.

Elkland Township fire Chief Glenn Guilds reminds all
area residents to make sure that any hydrants located on
their village properties are easily accessible for our local
heroes. 

That means breaking out our snow shovels to create a
path to and around the water source. Here are a few tips
to consider when tackling one of winter’s chores. 

Stretch first. Don’t be in a hurry to get outside. Stretch
thoroughly using the same sorts of moves that runners,
mountain bikers and other athletes use. Stretch your ham-
strings, stretch your back, and stretch your shoulders.
Then dress in removable layers, grab your shovel and
resist the urge to fly at the white stuff just to get the job
done. Pace yourself. Start slowly and ramp up to speed;
Don’t move snow twice. Before you even take your first
scoop, decide where you’re going to dump the snow.
Drop the first shovelful farther away from where you are
standing, then dump remaining snow closer and closer to
where you are. That way, the last scoops that you shovel
are moved the shortest distance. Don’t block access to
snow that needs to be removed by piling it up in a way
that will force you to move it twice. Move snow the short-
est distance possible. Consider that everything from a
driveway to a patio to a walkway is really a rectangle, and
rectangles have a center point. Move the snow from the
center of the rectangle to the nearest edge; Clear cars first.
Brush snow off cars then clear around the cars; Do the
foreground then the background. For example, to clear
snow from a rectangle, first shovel a strip clear along the
perimeter of the rectangle. Then, moving from the center
to the edge, push the snow into the cleared area. Next, lift
and throw the snow out of the area; Maintain proper pos-
ture. Use your leg muscles as much as possible - push
snow when you can and use your legs to lift when you
can’t push it. Also, keep your back straight as you move
from the squat position to the upright position; use your
shoulder muscles as much as possible; hold the snow
shovel as close to your upper body as possible, keep one
hand close to the shovel blade for better leverage; don’t
twist your upper body as you throw snow; keep hydrated
by taking bottles of water out with you and keep them
accessible, either in the car or on the front stoop or some-
where else convenient; rest frequently. Clearing an area
by hand means that you may lift and carry anywhere from
hundreds of pounds to tons of snow; be thorough but not
fussy. The sun is relatively strong this time of year. Clear
an area, spread de-icer if necessary and then let the sun do
the rest. The fact is, any surface color that you expose in
shoveling (gray, green, brown or black) will be far less
reflective than a thick blanket of snow, and remaining
snow will melt more easily from that darker surface;
don’t overdress.
You need to stay warm, but if you overdress you’re going
to be soaked in sweat in no time. Dress in loose-fitting
layers that you can peel off as you heat up.

Now that you know how, lets get busy to help our fire
and rescue folks to keep us safe.

**********

So, have you kept your New Year’s resolution? They are
a bit like babies: fun to make but extremely difficult to
maintain.

Each January, roughly one in 3 Americans resolves to
better themselves in some way. A much smaller percent-
age of people actually make good on those promises.
While about 75 percent of people stick to their goals for
at least a week, less than half (46 percent) are still on tar-
get six months later.

Check with me in June and I’ll let you know – after
jumping on the scales – if my vow is on track.

Boehner, Obama make a
mockery out of “leader”

Crying John Boehner and the pinheads that elected
him as House majority leader should learn what the
word “leader” actually means, because Boehner and
President Obama both make a mockery out of the word. 

Boehner stepped up to the TV cameras to say if
President Obama uses his pen to legalize the five mil-
lion illegals, he’s going to mop the floor with him, but
when President Obama did just that, Boehner steps in
front of the TV cameras and said his hands are tied.

I don’t know who tied his hands, but maybe we can
find someone there who doesn’t have their hands tied.
The president keeps saying, “Send me an immigration
bill.”  Send him an immigration bill!  This is all the bill
needs to say: anyone who hires an illegal immigrant
will be fined $100,000 and serve one year in jail.  Keep
doubling the penalty if they continue to hire illegals.
No one could have to round up any illegals because
they would all go back to where it is they came from.
I don’t understand how such an easy solution seems so

complicated for these politicians.  Here’s why they
can’t solve the problem: they don’t want the border’s
closed.
This much I can tell you – if we had a real leader, Putin

wouldn’t be in Ukraine and it wouldn’t have taken that
much to keep him out.  It’s a shame to see so many peo-
ple dying there, and it’s all because we don’t have a
leader.
Also, if anybody in this world gets killed by releasing

the CIA documents on interrogation, then the president,
Diane Feinstein and John McCain, that are so eager to
release them, should be held for murder.  I’d love to
water board them to see why they are trying to destroy
this country.

Robert Peruski
Ubly
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Undersheriff Glen Skrent (above) thanks Paula

Gromak of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, on behalf of the Tuscola

County Sheriff’s Department, for the $4,300 grant the federal agency award-

ed the local department towards the purchase of a new patrol vehicle.  “A year

and half ago they also contributed to the purchase of a new detective’s car,”

Sheriff Lee Teschendorf noted, adding, “The sheriff’s office seeks out grants

as often as possible to help reduce overall costs to the budget.”

Local health department officials
raising awareness of mumps risk

by Tom Montgomery
Editor 

Tuscola County Health Department
officials are working to raise aware-
ness of the mumps.

“We currently are investigating a
presumptive case in an adult,” said
Ann Hepfer, RN, nursing administra-
tor for the health department.  “In the
past year there have been reported
outbreaks in the United States.  In
the last four weeks there have been
15 cases across reported in the state
of Michigan, with a total of 38 cases
reported to-date.

“Tuscola County has not had any
confirmed cases to-date, but (we)
would like to raise awareness in an
attempt to prevent future cases in our
county,” Hepfer added.

Mumps is a contagious disease that
is caused by the mumps virus.
Mumps typically starts with a few
days of fever; headache, muscle
aches, tiredness, and loss of appetite,
and is followed by swelling of sali-
vary glands.

Anyone who is not immune from
either previous mumps infection or
from vaccination can get mumps.
Symptoms typically appear 16 to 18
days after infection, but this period

can range from 12 to 25 days after
infection.

The most common complication is
inflammation of the testicles in
males who have reached puberty;
rarely does this lead to fertility prob-
lems. Other rare complications
include: Inflammation of the brain
and/or tissue covering the brain and
spinal cord (encephalitis/meningi-
tis). Inflammation of the ovaries
and/or breasts in females who have
reached puberty, and even deafness.

Most mumps transmission likely
occurs before the salivary glands
begin to swell and up to five days
after the swelling begins. Therefore,
the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) recommends iso-
lation of mumps patients for five
days after their glands begin to swell.
The incubation time (how long it
takes for symptoms to appear after a
person is exposed to the virus) can
range from 12 to 25 days.

Some things people can do to help
prevent the spread of mumps and
other infections include:

*Washing hands well and often
with soap, and teaching children to
wash their hands, too.

*Not sharing eating or drinking
utensils.

*Cleaning surfaces that are fre-
quently touched (such as toys, door-
knobs, tables, and counters) regular-
ly with soap and water or with clean-
ing wipes.

*Minimize close contact with other
people if you are sick.
*Cover your mouth and nose with a

tissue when you cough or sneeze,
and put your used tissue in the trash
can.  If you don’t have a tissue,
cough or sneeze into your upper
sleeve or elbow, not your hands.

Currently, there is no specific treat-
ment for mumps. Supportive care
should be given as needed. If some-
one becomes ill, they should seek
medical attention.
If someone seeks medical attention,

they should call their doctor in
advance so that they don’t have to sit
in the waiting room for a long time
and possibly infect other patients.

Mumps has not disappeared in the
United States, and the MMR
(measles, mumps, and rubella) vac-
cine is the best way to prevent the
disease. For more information, call
the health department at (989) 673-
8114 (business hours are Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m. to 4
p.m.).



trophies for the most first places in
each class for the year. Bob Davidson
of Sebewaing Road, Owendale, with
Bill and Dolly won in the 44-inch class
and James Zells from Memphis, Mich.,
won the trophy with Bill and Andy and
in the 48-inch class. 

The outside of the addition at Good
Shepherd Lutheran church is done,
while work continues on the inside.
The structure contains eight class-
rooms, two offices and restrooms.
Costing at least $150,000, construction
began in August.

40 YEARS AGO (1975) 
Noreen Quinn Hage, 61, who lives at

Provincial House in Cass City, had
something going with the president of
the United States once. As she recalls it
both she and “Jerry” were about 12
years old at the time. It was in Grand
Rapids and the president lived about a
block from Mrs. Hage. His home was
on Union Street and I lived on Paris,
she said. You know, she confided, he
was the first boy ever to kiss me. And
the president hasn’t forgotten her.
When her husband died, the president
sent a telegram that was read at the
final rites. President Ford has been
awfully helpful to me and my family
through the years, said Mrs. Hage.
Make sure Jerry gets a copy of this
paper when it comes out. He’ll enjoy
it.

Patti Karr, 14, won honorable men-
tion in a custom car drawing contest
sponsored by the Michigan Hot Rod
Association in which she competed
against more than 500 other high
school students. Her work will appear
at the upcoming Autorama Show at
Cobo Hall in Detroit.

50 YEARS AGO (1965)
B.A. Calka, Cass City realtor,

received word this week that he has
been made a Veratans Administration
approved sales and management bro-
ker for the three-county area. Calka
was previously participating broker. In
his new position, Calka currently has
five V.A. homes which he will manage
or sell to both veterans and non-veter-
ans.
Brian Douglas Denhoff won’t be able

to say, “I’ve never won anything in my
life,” because that’s how he started his
new life, by winning the Cass City
New Year’s Baby Contest. Brian, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Denhoff of
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

Kingston, was born Saturday after-
noon at Hills and Dales General
Hospital and became the first baby to
be born in Cass City in 1965.

75 YEARS AGO (1940)
Deputy Sheriff Earl Lauer, who

decides whether applicants for drivers’
licenses are qualified to be granted
drivers’ cards, examined 70 persons on
December 28 when he was in Cass
City for that purpose. Out of the 70,
only three failed to qualify. Poor eye-
sight was the determining factor in the
three who were not granted licenses.

Rev. L.A. Kennedy preached his
farewell sermon Sunday in the First
Baptist Church here after serving as
pastor for four years. On Monday
evening, about 70 of the church people
met in the church basement to honor
Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy and sons,
George and Hugh. An oyster supper
was served at 6:30 after which a pro-
gram of music and talks was given.

100 YEARS AGO (1915)
Federal Inspector Gallagher has

ordered the killing of 101 head of cat-
tle and 85 hogs on the farm of
Theodore Schulte in Gilford township,
Tuscola county, following the discov-
ery of stock there affected with hoof
and mouth disease and Gilford, Akron,
Fairgrove and Wisner townships are
reported under quarantine and official
notice was served on the various town-
ships’ official apprising them of the
embargo on all manner of live stock,
fodder, hides and pelts; and even the
chaining of dogs and the prohibition of
hunting until the quarantine is raised.

Ray Colwell won the $2.50 gold
piece by Jones’ Grocery for securing
the greatest number of words from the
phrase, “Jones for Christmas Goods.”
The judges after looking over his list
carefully, credited him with 3,125 cor-
rect words. Other contestants were
John Rogers, Lola Fanning, Cecil
Patterson, Marie Tyo, Lyle Delong,
Alice Wagner, Earl Maharg, Florence
Striffler, Hazel Martin, W.E. Martus,
Goldie Guilds, Parke Jones, Kenneth
Charlton, Eleanor Jones, Lloyd Wise,
Frank Dodge, Elizabeth Walmsley,
Herby Houghton, Horace Ballagh,
Glessie Hendrick, Ida McLellan, Ethel
Hartley, Morton McBurney, Forest
Rushlo, Doris Palmateer, Delbert
Profit, Maude Fleenor, Ruba Marshall,
Roy McCaslin. 

Casting cynicism

aside this time...
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5 YEARS AGO (2010)
THE CASS CITY Lions Club’s

“sunken car raffle” event is underway
on the ice-covered pond at The Point
housing development near the corner
of Doerr Road and Division Street.
The club sold 100 tickets at $100 each,
and the individual whose ticket has the
right date — when the car breaks
through the ice — will collect a cool
$5,000, with the tickets bearing the 2
days after that date winning $750 each.
The rest of the money will be used by
the club for various community
improvements, thanks to 2 local busi-
nesses; Bartnik’s Service donated the
car, while d/s Services Inc. donated use
of a large crane to set the vehicle onto
the ice.

It was double the fun Monday night
for Kingston High School. In a rare
varsity twin bill, the Cardinals beat up
on guests Saginaw Arts & Sciences
Academy twice, to kick off action in
2010. In the early contest Coach Dave
Lester’s Lady Cards turned back the
Dragons 40-21 during a non-confer-
ence affair to improve to 6-1 on the
season. In the night cap, the Cardinal
boys team upped their season mark to
3-2 with an easy 70-27 decision.

10 YEARS AGO (2005)
Don Wheeler, a long-time agri-

science teacher in the Thumb, accepted
the National Association of
Agriscience Educators (NAAE)
Outstanding Teacher Award at the
association’s annual convention in Las
Vegas. Wheeler has taught agriscience
for 31 years and currently instructs at
Laker High School in Pigeon. The
Michigan Association of Agriscience
Educators selected Wheeler as the
2004 Michigan Outstanding
Agriscience Educator, thereby making
him eligible to apply for the national
award.

25 YEARS AGO (1990)
Attendance was down due to poor

weather, but some 700 persons ven-
tured out to enjoy the annual New
Year’s Eve Gospel Sing in Cass City.
Among the featured guests were the
Calvarymen Quartet, which hasn’t
missed a New Year’s Eve in Cass City
in 24 years.

35 YEARS AGO (1980)
The Blue Water Pony Pullers

Association has honored two of its
members with grand championship

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

As a group, folks who work in the media are considered to be a cynical
bunch, always looking for the worst in others so we can write that elusive,
Pulitzer Prize-winning story.
Among those who work for newspapers, I doubt you could find someone

who hasn’t been accused, at least once, of writing a headline a certain way
“just to sell papers.” 
As much as I hate to consider the idea, I know that’s a fair criticism when

aimed at some – but not all — news organizations.  And, admittedly, I’ve
had my share of cynical moments as a newspaper reporter and editor over
the years.

But even I was disheartened to receive an email last week from an anony-
mous gentleman criticizing a handful of Huron County residents who,
combined, donated $4,000 to the sheriff’s department, over a period of
roughly two weeks, to be distributed to individuals and families in need.

“These people just want to see their names in the paper and you (news
media) are tripping over yourselves to give them just what they want,” he
wrote.  “That’s front page news?”

Yes, sir, it is.
But before I explain why, let me get this straight; when we – the media –

print a story that shines a less than flattering light on someone or some-
thing, we’re practicing good old-fashioned yellow journalism.  But when
we print what amounts to a genuine, “feel good” piece (which belongs on
the front page every bit as much as the bad news, in my opinion), we’re
gullible and naive?

Wow.  It’s true; we really are darned if we do, darned if we don’t.
Of course, it doesn’t really matter what the donors’ motivation was – sev-

eral lives were touched over the holidays thanks to an act of kindness that
the rest of us didn’t or couldn’t do ourselves.

Maybe these folks are rolling in cash and would never miss a few hun-
dred bucks.  Or, maybe they aren’t and really couldn’t afford to just give
away $1,000, but did it anyway because it felt like the right thing to do.

It’s unfortunate, although not surprising in the world we live in, that the
gentleman who sent me that email didn’t first consider the notion that
these generous folks were motivated by compassion for others.  Perhaps
they felt a need to “pay it forward” on all of the blessings they’ve enjoyed
over the past year.  Maybe both.

That’s what I choose to believe.
In the end, it really shouldn’t matter to someone who could have been

extending a hand of hope himself rather than wasting time criticizing
someone who backs up their beliefs with an act of kindness.
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 Thanks
We couldn’t have  
done it without you 
Your support, patience and vision were key 
to building the Cross Winds® Energy Park, 
which now generates clean electricity for 
our customers.

Most importantly, your awareness and 
careful driving in and around the project 
area during construction helped us 
complete the wind farm with zero public 
safety incidents.

We’re more than partners in this project, 
we’re neighbors in Tuscola County.

And Consumers Energy is committed to 
being a good neighbor for years to come.

To learn more about this project, visit 
CrossWindsEnergyPark.com.

PAULINE AND Tom Reehl will celebrate their 47th

wedding anniversary Jan. 27.  The Thumb natives

have been a part of the Gagetown community since

1970.

Special Care Unit, where he underwent six weeks of treatment with antibi-
otics.

Another setback followed in early December when he fell and broke his
hip, requiring surgery a day later.  Nearly two weeks later, he began to have
seizures, and doctors learned his cancer had returned.  Reehl underwent a
second, more aggressive surgery to remove the tumor.  According to Pauline,
surgeons also replaced the cancer with chemotherapy “wafers”, which
enabled her husband to receive the necessarily follow-up treatment he oth-
erwise couldn’t have received because he’s a diabetic.

Today, Reehl is recuperating and undergoing rehabilitation at the Tuscola
County Medical Care Facility in Caro, where family members have kept a
constant presence to support him.

The future may include an additional procedure in which surgeons would
use the CyberKnife, a frameless, robotic radiosurgery system that accurate-
ly targets cancer and attacks with radiation from a small, linear particle
accelerator.  But for now, the family is enjoying time with their patriarch –
he and Pauline have four grown children and eight grandchildren.

“Everybody is (doing well).  The kids have been very supportive; they’ve
all been there for their dad,” Pauline said, adding their families have all been
helping out.  “Our friends have been so good, and we’re very thankful for
the Lions Club.”

Pauline says Tom has had his ups and downs over the past several weeks,
at first fully confident he would beat the cancer.  But the setbacks have taken
a toll at times.  “It’s kind of knocked him down a little,” she said, adding her
husband began to think that maybe he won’t make it.   “We’ve told him,
‘Yes, you are going to make it’, and with God’s help, he will.”

As for Pauline, she acknowledged it’s been difficult to watch him go
through everything he has, but she’s found encouragement in all of the sup-
port provided by the couple’s kids and their families, and by those in the
community who have reached out to them.

“I’m going to be strong,” Pauline said.  “That’s the only way you can beat
cancer – is to be strong.”

Continued from page one.

Benefit on tap for Tom Reehl

Department spokesman stated.
“On Dec. 29, the person that picked

her up saw the posting on the
Internet of her being reported as a
missing person and told her she had
to leave.  She was transported to a
women’s shelter in Kalamazoo,
where workers contacted the
Marlette Police Department and
reported she was there.”

Marlette police contacted the
Kalamazoo Police Department,
which responded and took custody
of the missing teen.  The Marlette
police then contacted the girl’s fami-
ly and advised them of her location,
and arrangements were made for the
family to bring her home.

“The teen is being evasive with
police; however is answering ques-
tions in regards to her whereabouts
and the name of the person responsi-
ble for picking her up,” Marlette
police reported.  “She stated that she
has been in contact with the person
for nearly two months by using
friends’ phones at school, etc.

“She is in good condition and did
not require any medical attention.”
Although the teen has been returned

home safely, Marlette Police
Department officials said the crimi-
nal investigation will continue, with
the issuance of search warrants for
social media information, including
emails, testing apps and more in an
effort to locate the person responsi-
ble for meeting with and transporting
the girl downstate.

Marlette police were assisted by
Ryan Edberg of the Sanilac County
Prosecutor’s Office, the Macomb
FBI office, and the National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children.

Continued from page one.

Sanilac teen
back home

times.
Headlines across the nation have spotlighted protests in large cities over the

fatal shootings of black suspects by white police officers over the past sev-
eral months, the latest coming just before Christmas in Berkeley, Mo., where
a white officer shot and killed 18-year-old Antonio Martin after Martin
pointed a gun at him.

It was the third fatal shooting of a black suspect by a white police officer
in the St. Louis area since the death of Michael Brown Aug. 9, when Officer
Darren Wilson shot and killed the unarmed, black 18-year-old, sparking
weeks of violent demonstrations.  A grand jury’s subsequent decision not to
indict the officer spurred a nationwide movement to protest police brutality.
Protestors’ anger was reignited in early December when another grand jury,

in Staten Island, N.Y., refused to charge a white New York police officer
whose chokehold on an unarmed Eric Garner, 43, led to Garner’s death.

Stillwell-Binder acknowledges no profession is infallible when it comes to
drawing individuals who shouldn’t be allowed to take on certain jobs, but
she’s also quick to say that’s no reason to condemn an entire community
such as law enforcement.
“I was so tired of all the negative that’s out there right now,” she said of her

decision to start a Facebook page, which has attracted members of the site
from throughout the county, including Cass City, and beyond.  “I knew I
wasn’t alone.  I just wanted to create a place that was positive.

“Every day, they (emergency response professionals) put their lives on the
line when they go to work for us.  So much of that is overlooked,” Stillwell-
Binder added.  “This is a place where (residents) can tell their stories and put
up a picture.  This is not going to be a place for hateful debate.”

Stillwell-Binder hopes, too, that police officers, fire fighters, ambulance
personnel and others working in similar fields will visit the site and walk
away feeling respected and appreciated for what they do day in and day out.

“I’ve never had to put on a bullet-proof vest to go to work,” she said.  “To
me, that is courage.”

Continued from page one.

Facebook page honors area
police officers, fire fighters

pants involved in the accident,” he
added.  “A 2005 Chevrolet Aveo
driven by 20-year-old James Webb
of Brown City was traveling south

Continued from page one. away from her injuries. Halbert and
her passengers were transported by
personal vehicle to Marlette
Regional Hospital for minor
injuries,” Smith said.

Deputies were assisted at the scene

Slick road blamed in fatal accident

Deputies reminded area motorists to use due
care and caution when driving in hazardous
conditions.

on Maple Valley Road near the acci-
dent scene when he lost control of
his vehicle and crossed over the cen-
ter line, striking Salazar and April
Halbert, who were standing in a
driveway at that location

“After striking Mrs. Salazar, she
was thrown several hundred feet and
landed on a rock. Marlette EMS
transported (her) to Marlette
Regional Hospital.  She was later
transported to Hurley Medical
Center in Flint, where she passed

by the Brown City Fire Department,
Peck Police Department, and
Marlette EMS. The accident remains
under investigation.

According to Smith, deputies
responded to numerous accidents
over the weekend due to the
inclement weather and poor road
conditions.  “Drivers are reminded to
use due care and caution when oper-
ating (motor vehicles) in hazardous
conditions,” he said.

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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TUSCOLA COUNTY Road Commission crews were out Saturday as the first

snowstorm of the year left roadways slick with a combination of snow and

freezing rain.  Weather forecasters said the snow would be followed by the

coldest air of the season arriving Monday and continuing through the week,

with temperatures – both highs and lows — in the single digits.
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989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

REGULAR HOURS: 

 We’ll meet you at the corner!
Hills & Dales

After Hours Clinic

 

Friday, December 26th.
The clinic will be open from

1:00 pm – 9:00 pm
 

(All other clinics will be closed.)

Wishing You a
Safe & Healthy
Holiday Season!
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recent donation now raises the grand
total to 50 $100 bills, or $5,000.”

The first $1,000 donation came
across Hanson’s desk Dec. 18, when
a family anonymously donated
$1,000.  From there, the spirit of giv-
ing snowballed, with other
families/individuals presenting the
sheriff’s department with donations
of $1,000 Dec. 19, 22 and 27, and
asking that the money be distributed
to families in need in Huron County.

Hanson again thanked the anony-
mous families on behalf of the recip-
ients “for the goodwill they spread
this holiday season.  We are also very

Sheriff reports fifth gift
Continued from page one. appreciative of the nomination assis-

tance that we received from area
police agencies, clergy, township
supervisors, homeless advocates,
school officials and other communi-
ty leaders.

“To my knowledge and in my 33
years of being involved with the
sheriff’s office, between the donated
(cash) and our involvement with the
Toys for Tots program, our office has
never been more fortunate in being
able to positively impact someone’s
Christmas holidays like we did this
year,” Hanson said.

“We should all be proud of our
community and the many generous
people who live in it.”
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