
closing its doors in September, leav-
ing Cass City without a grocery store
and nearly four dozen area residents
without jobs.

The decision was based on a num-
ber of factors, including a shrinking
population and competition for shop-
pers’ hard-earned dollars during
some difficult economic times,
according to Ganga, who blamed
neither the community nor loyal Erla
customers for the closure.
“It’s not the fault of the community.

It’s not anybody’s fault; it’s econom-
ics,” Ganga said in an interview fol-
lowing the announcement.  “We can-
not, a small store like us, compete
with a Dollar General, we cannot
compete with a Walmart.”

Ganga attempted to increase cus-
tomer traffic – and sales – by invest-
ing in an in-store buffet restaurant
over the summer, but the venture
failed and was shut down less than
two months after it opened.

Ganga and his wife, Madhavi
Yeluri, purchased Erla’s Foods Inc.,
in February 2001,
after moving to the
Thumb from
Washington State.

The transfer of
ownership to the
Gangas marked the
end of an era of
sorts in town,
where the Erla fam-
ily’s legacy of serv-
ing the community
spanned nearly six
decades.  

MARSHALL
CLOSING

The year ended on
a sour note with the
announcement that
another longtime

Inside This Week
2 adults, 2 children hurt
in traffic crash Friday in 

Sanilac County. 
Page 4

Guess it’s time to make
a resolution. Not.

Reporter’s Notebook, Page 5

Local businesses remind 
you not to drink and drive
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The arrival of 2015 will have
special meaning to couples that
are also expecting their own lit-
tle arrivals, but just when the
first baby of the new year will
be born is anyone’s guess.

Will the first birth take place
just minutes or hours after the
bells start ringing after mid-
night, Jan. 1, or will several
days or even weeks pass before
the blessed event?

Regardless, the first baby
of the new year born
and reported to the
Chronicle by a
Cass City area fami-
ly will be show-
ered with gifts
and well w i s h e s
from local merchants, a tradi-
tion that has continued for many
years in the community.

The only question mark each
year is timing.  In 2012 the first
baby arrived Jan. 1, when Irwin
and Susan Bricker of Cass City
welcomed their daughter, Maria
I. Bricker, at home on Leslie
Rd.

For 2013, Carrie and Josh Byer
of Kingston welcomed their son
Josiah D. Byer on Jan. 1, as the
first baby. 

Last year Josh and Adrienne
Klein welcomed their first born
Lennox Rose Klein on Jan. 2. 
As was true last year, the com-

ing year’s proud parents will
receive a  $20 floral
bouquet from Special

Scents Floral
S h o p p e ,
Gilligan’s will

have a $20 gift
certificate waiting.

In addition, 2 area banks will
offer their best wishes.
Chemical Bank and Thumb
National Bank each have a $10
savings account for the new
arrival.

But that’s not all; Curtis
Chrysler has chipped in a free
oil change.

Finally, the family can read
about their new arrival and
other local news all year long
with a free, one-year subscrip-
tion to the Cass City Chronicle.

Gifts await first
2015 newborn

Sheriff: another
$1,000 donation
brightens holiday

HURON COUNTY Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson (far left) hands Christmas cards,

each containing a $100 bill, to two of his officers to distribute to residents in

need.  In all, four individuals/families have each anonymously donated $1,000

since Dec. 18 in an effort to brighten others’ Christmas holiday.  The latest

$1,000 gift came Saturday.

Annual New Year’s Eve concert on tap

State’s road plan in
the hands of voters

Year in review
2014 certainly had its ups and downs

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Another Christmas season has come and gone, but the generosity of a hand-
ful of Huron County residents hasn’t subsided.

Few people understand that as keenly as Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson, whose department was asked by a county resident over the week-
end to anonymously distribute a $1,000 donation to residents in need.

The cash, presented to the sheriff’s department Saturday, was the fourth
such gift to come across Hanson’s desk over the past two weeks.  The first
came Dec. 18, when a family anonymously donated $1,000.  From there, the

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A New Year’s Eve tradition span-
ning nearly 50 years in Cass City
will continue tonight (Wednesday) at
7 p.m. when the annual New Year’s
Eve Gospel Concert gets underway
at Cass City High School.

The event continues to be spon-
sored by the Cass City Laymen’s
Club, although the organization has-
n’t been an active “Club” in the real
sense for many years.  Still, the lega-
cy started by a handful of faithful
men back in the 1960s lives on in the
community.

And this year’s 47th concert prom-

ises to continue a number of tradi-
tions, including the return of the
Calvarymen Quartet.  The faces and
voices of the Calvarymen have
changed many times over the past
several years, but the group’s faith-
fulness to the Cass City gathering
has not.  The Calvarymen appeared

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The task of summing up any one
year via a handful of stories is
challenging at best, largely
because it’s a subjective task;
2014 will be remembered with
sadness by anyone who lost a
loved one, for example, while the
year may have marked a new and
wonderful beginning for others.

However, we all share in a gen-
eral sense of community, weath-
ering various events together as
friends and neighbors, lending a
hand to those in need, and work-
ing together to maintain a way of
life we’ve come to know and
appreciate in many ways.

As a community newspaper, the
Chronicle strives to report on the
news and features that impact
area residents.  It’s a job we take
seriously, just as previous owners
and staffers have over the past
100-plus years.  And we hope it’s
a mission we will continue well
into the future.

Before turning to the first chap-
ter of 2015, however, it seems
only appropriate to take a look
back at the stories that helped to
shape our community for better
and worse in 2014.

With that in mind, the
Chronicle’s editorial staff pres-
ents its annual Year in Review
compilation featuring stories
pulled from our archives through-
out the past 12 months.

ERLA’S CLOSING

Erla’s Foods owner Venu Ganga
confirmed in late August what the
local rumor mill had been crank-
ing out unsubstantiated for sever-
al weeks: Erla’s was, indeed,

Cass City business – Marshall
Distributing Inc. – had been pur-
chased by an out-of-state firm and
will be closing its doors for good
in the spring.

Marshall’s, whose local roots
date back to the mid-1960s, is
now part of the Boise, Idaho-
based Western Power Sports Inc.
(WPS).  Chief executive officers
Roger Marshall of Marshall’s and
Craig Shoemaker of WPS made
the joint announcement last
month.

Marshall Distributing, an indus-
try leader in the distribution of
aftermarket parts and accessories
for motorcycles, snowmobiles,
ATVs and personal watercrafts,
boasts more than 100,000 part
numbers.

The company was established
back in 1964 when Marshall and
his father, John Marshall, pur-

Please turn to page 14.

VENU GANGA closed Erla’s Foods

in September, leaving Cass City

without a grocery store and nearly

four dozen area residents without

jobs. (Related photos, page 6)

Still playing Santa Claus...

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

State Rep. Terry Brown (D-Pigeon)
lauded the state’s plan to fix roads
and ensure funding for schools and
communities via a one-percent hike
in the sales tax.  The proposal now
rests in the hands of voters, who will
decide the plan’s fate at the polls
next spring.

Lawmakers adopted the bipartisan
package following marathon discus-
sions during the final legislative ses-
sion of 2013-14.

“(I’m) proud to have voted in sup-
port of a plan to raise money to fix

Michigan’s crumbling roads and
bridges while also guaranteeing tax
relief for Michigan’s families and
constitutionally protecting money
for Michigan’s schools,” said
Brown, who marked the end of his
career in the House this month due to
term limits.

The plan hinges on voters approv-
ing a ballot proposal that would
eliminate the sales tax on gas and
raise the state sales tax and use tax
from six percent to seven percent, to
benefit public schools and eliminate
the sales tax on motor fuel.

“This is a great example of what

Please turn to page 2.
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happens when elected leaders work together in a bipartisan fashion to solve
problems,” Brown said.  “If voters approve the sales tax increase, this road
plan will not only fix our crumbling roads and bridges, it will also bring
needed funding to our schools and give tax relief to working families.”

Legislators scheduled the sales tax increase for a vote in May.  With voter
approval, it would raise $1.3 billion over four years while eliminating the
sales tax on fuel and transitioning to a tax on the wholesale price.  Some of
the money would go to schools and local government to replace lost revenue
from the repeal of the gas tax.  Voter approval would also trigger the follow-
ing:
*Full restoration of the Earned Income Tax Credit, taking it back to 20 per-

cent of the federal credit for a total credit of $277 million.
*An additional $300 million would go into the School Aid Fund, and that

funding would be protected under the Constitution so that it would only go
to pre-kindergarten through grade 12 schools and community colleges.

*$40 million would go to at-risk schools.
*$94 million in additional funding would be generated for local units of

government.
*Additional funding would be generated for mass transit, taking more cars

off the roads and lessening the need for further road repairs.
*An increase in fees on trucks weighing more than 26,000 pounds and a

requirement of warranties on road work.
*A commitment to hiring more minority and women workers in the con-

struction industry.
“Michigan roads have been neglected for years as elected leaders tried to

come up with an answer to road funding that didn’t harm Michigan kids and
families,” Brown said.  “We’ve finally found a plan that fixes our roads, but
not at the expense of kids and hard working families.”

Continued from page one.

State sales tax vote in hands of voters

Brian Puterbaugh

Brian James Puterbaugh, 35, of
Snover, died Tuesday, December 23,
2014 in Gaylord Tendercare Nursing
Home after a long battle to recover
from injuries sustained in an ATV
accident.  

He was born October 8, 1979 in

Cass City to Larry and Denise
(Beutler) Puterbaugh. 

As a young boy, Brian attended
Mooretown Brethren In Christ
Church and participated in the local
4-H club.  He graduated from Cass
City High School in 1998.  After
high school, Brian studied
Agricultural Science at Michigan

State University.  Brian was a life-
long farmer, raising beef cattle and
crop farming. He was an outdoors-
man and enjoyed fishing and hunting
deer and pheasant.   In his spare time,
Brian enjoyed shooting pool, tractor
pulling and camping.

Brian is survived by his father,
Larry Puterbaugh of Snover; mother,
Denise (Edward) Osantoski of Port
Austin; sisters: Renee (Jeremy)
Bolsby of Snover, Ashley (Antoin)
Akl of Watertown, MA; brother,
Kurt (Cari) Puterbaugh of Snover;
nephews: Nathan, Cole and Caden;
grandmother, Jacqueline (Robert)
McAlpine of Snover;  step brothers:
Jason (Kelly) Osantoski of Lapeer,
David (Erica) Osantoski of Port
Austin, step sisters: Nancy
Osantoski of Port Austin, Jackie
Osantoski of Port Austin; many
aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.
He is preceded in death by his grand-
father, Franklin “Bud” Beutler and
grandparents, Ryerson and Dorothy
Puterbaugh. 

Funeral services were held Sunday,
December 28 in Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City, with Pastor David
Cooper of Deford Community
Church officiating.  

Interment was in Evergreen
Township Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to the
Family Discretionary Fund.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.
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Falkenberg will do
well at Owen-Gage

The new year will bring some new challenges for
Terri Falkenberg – recently named the new super-
intendent at Owen-Gage Schools – but we’re con-
fident the district’s first-ever female school chief
will be more than up to the task.

Falkenberg was the ideal choice to fill former
interim Supt. Bob Drury’s shoes, and not just
because she’s benefited from working with the vet-
eran Thumb educator and administrator over the
past few years.  Drury, who will tell you she’s well
prepared to lead Owen-Gage, has included her in
virtually every aspect of running a school district
during his two tenures as the 165-student district’s
school chief, from mechanical issues to budgeting.

And, Falkenberg knows Owen-Gage – its stu-
dents, staff, parents and other community mem-
bers, having considered herself a loyal Bulldog
since she joined the district in 1999.  During her
tenure, she has taught just about every subject in
grades five through 12, in addition to creating a
new art program for students early on in her
career.

Since 2010, Falkenberg has served as K-12 prin-
cipal, a role she will now juggle with her duties as
superintendent.

You won’t find one of Falkenberg’s most impres-
sive characteristics on her resume, but residents in
the community are certain to find out – if they
haven’t already — just how passionate she is about
providing students with a quality education, and
ensuring parents that small school districts aren’t
necessarily on the endangered list.
A small but dedicated group of residents can take

some credit for that, following a unified and suc-
cessful effort to pass a $3.1 million bond issue last
year – after two failed votes — to fund numerous
major capital improvement projects and upgrades
at Owen-Gage.  Without that money, which has
paid for roof repairs, new boilers and technology
upgrades, school officials would have been forced
to close the doors eventually.

Today, Falkenberg can proudly tell residents that
Owen-Gage has a healthy fund balance of nearly
$260,000, an amount equal to about 15 percent of
the district’s general fund budget.

“Things are going very well right now, so I hope
to carry that forward,” she commented during a
recent interview with the Chronicle.

“We have great programs for our students.  We
have one-on-one computers plus iPads (for our
students), so we’re very proud of that.  And our
staff is very aware of what goes on here in the dis-
trict and they’ve been a big help in keeping (it)
going,” she said.

Falkenberg added, “These are the things that are
going to keep us alive and well.”
We’re confident Falkenberg will play a key role in

Owen-Gage’s success in the future as well, thanks
to her own devotion to the kids, a solid working
relationship with the board of education, and a
strong desire to do what it takes to maintain a
viable school system.

We wish her and the entire Owen-Gage commu-
nity a Happy New Year!

It was a simple trip to the grocery store. Something
I could probably do in my sleep. Pick up a few items,
hit the checkout line and bag up the goods. I’d even
remembered my coupons. It was a good day.

I didn’t even bring my purse because I have a new
trendy phone case that has a nearly invisible com-
partment to hold a driver’s license and one credit
card. I snapped open the case, feeling smart and
sleek and #hipster and handed the checkout lady my
plastic. I didn’t give it a second thought. 

I had no idea my day was about to change. 
She swiped the card through the swipey machine.

Twice. I hardly noticed because I was thinking about
the meatballs I planned to make for supper using
extra jumbo pack of ground beef that was on sale and
in my cart. The lady with my card frowned and
picked up her phone to call someone over to the reg-
ister. I figured the machine was jammed or some-
thing. 
A second clerk came and stood by the lady with my

card. Together they stared at the computer screen,
which I could not see.

Behind me, people were starting to pile up in line.
First one man. Then another. Then a young mom
with a couple squirming kids. 

The second store employee shook her head and
said, “We’ll have to call the manager.”

I was beginning to take notice. 
The manager came over and the three store employ-

ees stared at the screen, which I still could not see,
but was beginning to wish I could. They were frown-
ing. I was trying not to. The people in line had grown
to a small crowd inconvenienced by my credit card
mishap.
After about five infinitely long seconds, the manag-

er spoke up. “Your card’s been rejected,” she said in
a voice loud enough for people as far back as the pro-
duce section to hear. 
I was perplexed, but this was hugely outweighed by

embarrassment at having my card rejected within ear
and eyeshot of a standing-room-only grocery store
crowd. I wanted to shout, “I have excellent credit.
There’s been a mistake here!”

Instead, I offered to call the credit card company. I
figured I could clear up this pesky little mess in no
time. 

The manager, all no-nonsense, escorted me to the
courtesy counter where I could make the call. No
need to further inconvenience the real shoppers who
had legitimate means to pay for their food. I wanted
to crawl in a hole or curl up in the fetal position and
make myself invisible. Instead, I dialed the 1-800
number and spoke to a chipper lady named Jess in
Ohio. I explained my situation and Jess listened
politely. Then her perky voice said, “We sent out new

cards to that account.”
“My husband got one,” I acknowledged.
“Yours was sent a day after his,” she said. “When he

activated his new card, yours became invalid.”
I looked at my cart full of bagged – albeit unpaid for

– food. I asked Jess what she thought I should do and
how I should pay for my groceries. After a cheerful
and enthusiastic apology about my unfortunate cir-
cumstances, which she totally understood, but which
she was sadly and regrettably unable to do anything to
remedy, she came up with her first (and only) useful
suggestion. If I called my husband, he could provide
the new secret code numbers from the back of his card
and the transaction would be successful and complete. 

Thank goodness (thank goodness, thank goodness!)
my husband picked up after the second ring. He had
his card, gave me the numbers and I was free to take
my food to my car. I don’t have to tell you I practical-
ly ran. And the next time I go to the store, one thing’s
for certain. I’m bringing cash.

President Barack Obama
White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

http://www.whitehouse.gov/contact/

Gov.  Rick Snyder
State Capitol Building

Lansing, MI 48909
www.mich.gov

U.S. Sen. Carl Levin
SR-269 Russell Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

levin.senate.gov/contact/incex.cfm
(202) 224-6221

U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow
133 Hart Building

Washington, D.C. 20510
senator@stabenow.senate.gov

(202) 224-4822

U.S. Rep. Candice Miller

1034 Longworth House Offc. Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-2106

candicemiller.house.gov

U.S. Rep. Dan Kildee

327 Cannon House Offc. Bldg.

Washington, D.C. 20515

(202)225-3611

State Sen. Mike Green

1010 Farnum Building

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

mgreen@senate.michigan.gov

(517) 373-1777

State Rep. Terry Brown

S1188 House Office Building

P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909-7514

terrybrown@house.mi.gov

(517 373-0476

Tuscola County 

Board of Commissioners

207 E. Grant St.

Caro, MI 48723

(989) 672-3700

Contact 
your elected

officials

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson and State Treasurer
Kevin Clinton recently announced that select motorists
are being sent letters stating they are eligible to perform
community service in place of paying certain Driver
Responsibility fees.
About 168,000 residents meet the criteria for the Driver
Responsibility Fee Community Service program. The
new law, which was passed in 2014, requires individuals
to complete 10 hours of community service for each qual-
ifying Driver Responsibility assessment.

“This new law allows eligible residents to perform a
service for their  community while easing the burden of
paying the fees,” Johnson said. “It provides a benefit to
the individual and the community.”

Under the program, community service is defined as
engaging in a useful and productive activity for someone
other than a family member without receiving any com-
pensation (money or gifts). Volunteer work at local non-
profits organizations, churches, synagogues, temples,
mosques and other places of worship, schools, or city and
state agencies can count.

The Driver Responsibility fees that can be erased by
community service are for no proof of insurance, no
insurance, driving without proper
license/endorsement/vehicle group designator, driving
while license is expired and driving while unlicensed or
with an invalid license.

Michigan motorists aren’t the only ones benefiting from
performing community service to reduce penalties.
Vassar varsity basketball Coach Chuck Fabbro says
Vulcan athletes who commit violations of team rules can
have their punishment reduced by doing community vol-
unteer work. 

**********

A just-released observation survey of Michigan drivers
found that 8.4 percent were talking, texting or using a
hands-free device.

The survey was conducted by the Wayne State
University Transportation Research Group and funded by
the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning with
federal traffic safety funds.

This is largely unchanged from a survey conducted in
2010 when 8.6 percent of drivers were engaged in the
same activities.
“Cell-phone use and other distractions while operating a

motor vehicle remain a concern in our state,” said
Michael L. Prince, director of the Michigan Office of
Highway Safety Planning. “Advances in technology and
communication have provided more means for people to
connect, however, our focus remains on getting drivers to
keep their hands on the wheel and eyes on the road.”

Last year, 682 Michigan drivers involved in crashes
were using a cell phone in some manner.

The Virginia Tech Transportation Institute found send-
ing and receiving a text takes the driver’s eyes from the
road for an average of 4.6 seconds. That is the equivalent
of driving an entire football field at 55 mph.

Distracted driving is a concern for safety advocates as
cell phone use and in-vehicle technology increases.
According to the Governors Highway Safety Association,
44 states have adopted anti-texting laws and 14 states
have prohibited the use of all hand-held phones for
motorists.

Michigan law prohibits a driver from reading, manually
typing or sending a text message while driving. Motorists
violating this law receive a $100 fine for the first offense
and a $200 fine for subsequent offenses. In 2013, more
than 2,300 drivers were cited under the texting ban.

Teen drivers operating on a Level 1 and Level 2 license
are prohibited from using a cell phone. Known as
Kelsey’s Law, the cell phone ban for younger motorists is
named for 17-year-old Kelsey Raffaele.  In January 2010,
the Sault Ste. Marie teen was killed in a cell phone-relat-
ed crash.
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2 adults, 2 children hurt in crash
Friday morning in Sanilac County

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department investigators say two
adults and two children suffered
injuries in a two-vehicle traffic acci-
dent Friday morning in Sanilac
County’s Marlette Township.

The accident was reported at 11:15
a.m. at the intersection of Butler and
Lynd Roads.

According to deputies, a 2013

Buick SUV driven by 78-year-old
David Dolby of New Baltimore was
eastbound on Lynd Road when he
failed to stop at the signed intersec-
tion. His vehicle was then struck by
a northbound 2012 Chevrolet Cruze
being driven by 31-year-old Peter
Liccardello Jr. of Sandusky.  The col-
lision caused both vehicles to leave
the roadway and come to rest in the
northeast ditch of Butler Road.

Dolby was transported to Marlette
Regional Hospital by Marlette EMS,

while Mr. Liccardello and his five-
year-old daughter and 18-month-old
son were transported by personal
vehicle to Marlette Regional
Hospital for treatment.

All occupants in the vehicles were
properly restrained and alcohol is not
believed to be a factor in the crash,”
deputies noted.

Officers were assisted at the scene
by Marlette EMS and the Marlette
Fire Department.

spirit of giving snowballed, accord-
ing to the sheriff.

“This morning (Saturday), our Sgt.
James Hunt was requested by a
Huron County resident, wanting to
not be identified, to respond to his
home and pick up $1,000,” Hanson
said.  “His family asked that the
money be distributed like we recent-
ly did with $3,000 worth of cash
(already donated), with the primary

Continued from page one.

Sheriff: $1,000 gifts make holiday brighter
intention being to help someone out
and to brighten up their Christmas
holidays.

“Like we did with the earlier
money, it, too, will be put in
Christmas holiday cards containing
$100 bills and distributed (to resi-
dents) in need of help,” Hanson
added.  “This now brings this year’s
cash distribution effort to a grand
total of $4,000, or 40 $100 bills,
which we will have given out by
Monday.

“To my knowledge and in my 33
years of being involved with the
sheriff’s office, between the donated
$4,000 and our involvement with the
Toys for Tots program, our office has
never been more fortunate in being
able to positively impact someone’s
Christmas holidays like we did this
year,” Hanson said.

“We should all be proud of our
community and the many generous
people who live in it.”

at the first-ever local New Year’s
Eve Gospel Concert and have
returned to Cass City every year
since.

This year’s line-up also features
The Thurstons and the Gospelmen,
both of which are no strangers to the
Gospel concert in Cass City.

The event is free, but a freewill
offering will be taken.  There will be
an intermission with donuts, coffee
and milk.

“This is an opportunity to welcome
in the new year with Christian
friends enjoying great Gospel music
by some of Michigan’s finest
artists,” said longtime Cass City
Laymen’s Club member Arthur
Severance, whose father, Lloyd, was
among the founding members of the
club and whose family has helped to
continue the tradition.

The community concert was organ-
ized by the laymen’s club, a small
group of area men dedicated to serv-
ing God as laymen.  Although no
longer active, a few members – most
of them relatives of the founding
members – continue to organize the

Continued from page one.

Annual New Year’s Eve concert scheduled
concert in an effort to offer the com-
munity an alternative to traditional
New Year’s celebrations.
The first concert was held at the old

high school (formerly Cass City
Intermediate School, which was
demolished and is now the site of the
Cass City Playscape).  Tickets were
sold that first year and the sing fea-
tured the Calvarymen and
Crystalaires.

The laymen’s club was officially
organized Oct. 23, 1967, with
Severance’s father serving as presi-
dent, William O’Dell as secretary
and Warren Kelly as treasurer.

“It was kind of set up for the lay-
men to get together, but also to spon-
sor some programs at the school.
They (hosted) Rex Humbard and the
Cathedrals,” Severance said.  “We
did have regular meetings and we
had devotions.”

Those involved in the early years
included Keith McConkey and
Burton Allen.  “There were a few
others; Don Buehrly and Dale
Buehrly were both part of it,” he
said, adding the club remained active
for about two decades.

Today, Severance and his brother,

Les, and Arthur’s son, Randy, are
helping to keep the legacy alive.

“Basically all we do now is sponsor
the New Year’s Eve concert,” he
said.  “The goal, basically, is to pro-
vide something for everybody at no
charge.  We go with no charge so it’s
available for everybody.”

A program on the Jellinek Chart on
the phases and symptoms of alco-
holism will be presented Monday,
Jan. 19, at the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church in Cass City.

The program is slated to begin at 7
p.m. and the public is welcome.  The
church is located at 6820 Cass City
Rd. (M-81) at the east end of Cass
City.

Coffee and donuts will be served.

Program set
on alcoholism
next month



superintendent) and 3 wastewater
treatment employees.

More than 100 relatives, neighbors
and friends gathered Dec. 17 at the
Lamotte Township Fire Hall for a
surprise birthday party in honor of
area resident Martha Bezemek, who
turned 90 Dec. 15. 

35 YEARS AGO (1979)
Two Owendale-Gagetown High

School band members have received
All-American honors from the All-
American Hall of Fame Foundation.
They are Jennifer Errer, of
Owendale, who plays saxophone,
and Robin Sullivan, of Gagetown,
who plays clarinet. Both are seniors.
Jennifer is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Kenneth Errer. Robin is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Sullivan.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

The lamb showmanship of Cass
City’s Roger Seelye Jr. won a Grand
Championship at the 44th Annual
Junior Livestock Show held in
Howell, Mich. The show was spon-
sored by the Michigan Junior
Livestock Society, Inc., and was
open to Michigan boys and girls
between the ages of 10 and 18. The
show and its attendant sale netted
over $55,000 for the young livestock
handlers.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

A rash of minor accidents marred
the holidays in the Cass City area,
but the only serious Cass City casu-
alty was a deer which lost a battle
with a passing motorist. Tuscola
county police officials investigated a
total of six accidents, but the only
injury occurred when Ronald Heck,
17, of Elkton, failed to notice the
dead end at the Muntz Road and
Cemetery Road intersection, north of
Cass City. Heck suffered cuts and
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Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

bruises as he left the road and
crashed into a sign. His car was
declared a total wreck. The accident
occurred Dec. 26.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)
Two Cass City mothers – Mrs.

Audley Rawson and Mrs. A.H.
Higgins – were made happy
Christmas Day by receiving tele-
phone calls from their sons in distant
states. Ensign Ralph W. Rawson,
aboard the U.S.S. Detroit, phoned
Mrs. Rawson at five o’clock
Christmas morning (eight o’clock
Cass City time) from San Diego,
California, a distance of 2,700 miles.
Mrs. Higgins’ message came from
Leland Higgins at Topeka, Indiana,
while Mrs. Higgins was spending
Christmas Day with another son, Dr.
Kenneth Higgins, in Detroit. Clare
Rawson, a tenth grade student in
high school here, added to the pleas-
ures of the day, by sending a
telegram conveying Christmas greet-
ings to his brother, Ralph, at San
Diego.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
“The fight for prohibition will go

on. It is not lost by the action of the
house. It will go on. It will- it must
win eventually.” This was the decla-
ration of Representative Hobson,
champion of national prohibition,
following defeat in the national
house of representatives Tuesday
night of his “dry” resolution. Hobson
said the vote of 197 votes for the res-
olution and 189 against although 61
votes less than the necessary two-
thirds for submission of the constitu-
tional amendment, was really a vic-
tory and not a defeat. The “drys”
were jubilant. They declared the vote
clearly indicated the growing prohi-
bition sentiment which will eventu-
ally make the nation dry. But two of
the 13 Michigan congressmen, Reps.
Beakes and Doremus, voted against
the measure.

Guess it’s time for

a resolution.  Not
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5 YEARS AGO (2009)
Rawson Memorial District Library

is a modern facility that serves thou-
sands of Cass City area patrons each
year by offering everything from a
variety of reading materials to access
to the Internet to a host of programs
geared towards all ages. The library
is marking its 100th anniversary.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)
Each year when the Chronicle pub-

lishes its Christmas edition I’m
always amazed at the talent of the
students. I leafed through this year’s
art pages to find which was the best
of the best this season. Thinking
about it, my conclusion is that like
most art what impresses me may not
excite you. This year my vote goes to
Angela Stoeckle, a senior, for artistry
and to Logan Gaymer for commen-
tary on the affairs of the day. Both of
my favorites appear on page 13 of
the Dec. 22 Chronicle. (From Rabbit
Tracks by John Haire)

5 is a big number for the Cass City
Red Hawk basketball team this year.
The Hawks remained undefeated
with victory number 5 over the Caro
Tigers last Tuesday, 56-44. Cass City
posted victory number 5 in a row in
the annual M-81 clash with the vic-
tory. Justin Glaza became the 6th
winner of the most valuable player
award in the clash and the award was
number 5 in a row for Cass City
players.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
The combined pay for Cass City’s

15 full-time employees will cost the
village about $19,500 more next year
based on raises approved by the
Village Council earlier this month.
The council approved 4.5 percent
increases for most of the employees.
Those include the village manager, 3
police officers (including a sergeant
and chief), 5 Department of Public
Works employees (including DPW

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Promises, promises.
As many folks vow to do a myriad of things most of them won’t follow

through on, I was curious about which New Year’s resolutions are the most
popular to fall by the wayside.

I wasn’t surprised when I began to search for various poll results.
According to the experts, they are (in no particular order) lose weight and

get fit, quit smoking, learn something new, eat healthier and diet, get out of
debt and save money, spend more time with family, travel to new places,
be less stressed, volunteer, and drink less.

I wonder why they left off “make fewer sarcastic comments to family
members, friends and co-workers”, and “try to make fun of your wife less
often in your weekly newspaper column”?

Doesn’t matter, considering I fully intend to fail in both of those cate-
gories, too.

The way I see it, the biggest problem with New Year’s resolutions is that
success in bringing about personal change requires real work and effort,
the prospects of which most of us aren’t exactly thrilled with.  Think about
it; many resolutions are about reversing poor habits that you’ve spent con-
siderable time nurturing.  Doesn’t it make sense that turning those behav-
iors around would take an equal amount of time?

I can’t imagine how a resolution at the beginning of the year would make
any difference in the amount of motivation you can muster to make a real
change from within.  I mean, when you get right down to it, you have to
really want to make it happen and (gasp) be willing to put up with some
discomfort along the way.

I suppose that’s why some folks who want to drop a few pounds, for
example, are tempted to buy into advertisements for miraculous formulas
that promise to let you shed pounds while lounging on the couch, snacking
on a nice, big cheesecake. 

The bottom line?  Change isn’t easy, which is probably why my wife
would really struggle if she ever vowed to not be right.  All the time.
About everything.  Or to lighten up when it comes to reminding (nagging)
me to do something she just reminded me about six months ago.
And while I’m at it, just once I’d like to hang a picture or arrange some

furniture without her walking into the room with that expression on her
face – most husbands have seen it – the one that instantly conveys the
message, “Nice try, but it’s not quite right.  Or even close.  Here, let me fix
that for you…”  Heck, I’d even be satisfied if she would resolve one of
these years to give me a real answer when she’s clearly upset about some-
thing, and I ask what’s wrong, and she replies, “Nothing.”

Really, dear?
Now, that sort of wife-speak has taken years of marriage to perfect, so I

can understand why she isn’t all that enthusiastic about tackling resolutions
that might address our frequent communication gaps.  Honestly, neither am
I.  Maybe that’s a good thing.
As for resolutions, guess I’ll pass again this year and leave them to folks

who delight in embracing new frontiers and tackling challenges that prom-
ise to bring about positive changes in their lives.

Personally, I wouldn’t mind change so much if things could just stay the
same.

You, too?   

Pastor’s Corner: Motivation Matters
We have just come through the

Christmas season, a season filled
with an increased attention to gen-
erosity, kindness and love.  It is
inspiring to see people caring for,
helping and serving one another.  

The gospel of Matthew (chapter 6)
reminds us that our motivation for
doing charitable deeds matters to
God.  This can seem a little petty on
the surface so let me illustrate the

point.  Imagine with me a husband
who goes the extra mile to dote on
his wife — buying flowers, breakfast
in bed, candle lit dinners, thoughtful
notes, and even puts his dirty laundry
in the hamper instead of on the
floor.  His wife would be very
pleased and honored!  But imagine
his wife finds out that all of these
good deeds were actually an attempt
to avoid suspicion and cover up an

affair that he was having.  How will
the wife view these acts of kindness
now?  The reason the husband was
doing them makes all the difference
in the world!  

Why do you do what you do?  Let
us all keep doing the right things, the
loving things, but let us ask God to
search our hearts and make sure we
are doing them for the right reason
— to honor, serve and glorify the

God who has given us life and sent
His only Son to rescue us from our
sins!

“Love the LORD your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and
with all your mind.  This is the first
and great commandment.” – Jesus
(Matthew 22:37-38)
All because of Jesus, 
David Cooper 
Deford Community Church
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 Thanks
We couldn’t have  
done it without you 
Your support, patience and vision were key 
to building the Cross Winds® Energy Park, 
which now generates clean electricity for 
our customers.

Most importantly, your awareness and 
careful driving in and around the project 
area during construction helped us 
complete the wind farm with zero public 
safety incidents.

We’re more than partners in this project, 
we’re neighbors in Tuscola County.

And Consumers Energy is committed to 
being a good neighbor for years to come.

To learn more about this project, visit 
CrossWindsEnergyPark.com.

CURTIS MAEDER (left), one of three instructors at Baker College’s new

welding lab in Cass City, talks welding with Keith Bricker, Cass City, during

an open house last February at the 5,000-square-foot facility, located in a ren-

ovated portion of the former Nestles Building.

HILLS AND DALES General Hospital officials

unveiled their new Hospital Drive Pharmacy in

Cass City during an open house in May.

THE CHIEF executive officers of Marshall

Distributing Inc. in Cass City (above) and Western

Power Sports (WPS), Boise, Idaho, announced in

November that they had agreed to a deal in which

WPS acquired Marshall’s.  The local company is

expected to close its doors this spring.

STATE SENATOR Mike

Green (R-Mayville) read

a special tribute he pre-

sented on behalf of him-

self, state Rep. Terry

Brown (D-Pigeon) and

Gov. Rick Snyder to

members of St. Agatha

Catholic Church as they

marked the Gagetown

parish’s 135th anniver-

sary over the summer.

St. Agatha’s was closed

this year as part of a

restructuring plan with-

in the Diocese of

Saginaw.

Year in review: taking a look back at 2014 in photos

HURON COUNTY Sheriff’s deputies continued

their fight to put heroin traffickers out of business

in the county in 2014.  The department successful-

ly concluded lengthy investigations that resulted in

both arrests and seizure of drugs and property dur-

ing the year.
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Bri
ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you
need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

REGULAR HOURS: 

 We’ll meet you at the corner!
Hills & Dales

After Hours Clinic

 

Friday, December 26th.
The clinic will be open from

1:00 pm – 9:00 pm
 

(All other clinics will be closed.)

Wishing You a
Safe & Healthy
Holiday Season!
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Year in review: 2014 certainly had its ups and downs
Continued from page one.

chased the John Deere farm imple-
ment dealership in Cass City.  With
the popularity of snowmobiling
growing at the time, Roger saw a
need for snowmobiling parts and
accessories to meet the needs of
local riders.
In 1968, Marshall Plastic Company

was formed, with plastic wind-
shields, tracks, etc., manufactured in
a shed behind the existing Marshall
Implement Company.  A year later,
the company issued its first parts cat-
alogue, and in 1973, Marshall’s
expanded to include motorcycle
parts and accessories.  The firm con-
tinued to expand, opening warehous-
es in Clifton Park, N.Y., and Sparks,
Nev., in 2004 and 2009, respectively.

CAMPBELL ELEMENTARY

Cass City School officials voted to
list the former Campbell Elementary
School building for sale after several
months of debate and discussion
over the future of the structure.
The decision came in April after the

board had hoped to let voters decide
the issue at the polls, but subsequent-
ly learned that wasn’t a legal option.
At the time, it had been more than
two years since school officials
closed Campbell in a consolidation
effort designed to cut expenses fol-
lowing a multi-year trend of declin-
ing enrollment that has cost the local
district more than 500 students.
In early 2013, the board began talks

with representatives of a group of
Thumb dentists who had proposed
utilizing the building to house a non-
profit regional dental clinic to serve
Medicaid patients.

The dentists agreed to a three-year
lease and offered to buy the building
outright, but negotiations stalled
when the board approved, on a split
vote, a motion to not sell the former
school.

Board members opposed to selling
expressed concern for the possible
need for more space in the future,
especially in light of construction of
the new Dairy Farmers of America
(DFA) plant in town.  However,
other board members suggested it’s
highly unlikely enrollment will
increase significantly due to the
plant construction.  They also noted
the district has some existing space
that could be used to accommodate
additional students.

Today, the building remains for
sale, with a portion of the space
leased to Thumb Area Psychological
Services, which provides services
such as counseling, tutoring and
applied behavior analysis for autistic
children as well as typically devel-
oping youngsters. 

FATAL SHOOTING

The case involving an accidental
fatal shooting that claimed the life of
a Sanilac County boy in November
2013 came to a conclusion in 2014
with the conviction and sentencing
of a father and son.

The victim in the shooting, Tyler
Dunn, 11, died during an unsuper-
vised sleepover in Marlette
Township, where the juvenile defen-
dant was showing Dunn a lever-
action rifle that accidentally dis-
charged.  There were no adults in the
home at the time.
The 12-year-old defendant was sub-

sequently convicted on a charge of
reckless discharge of a firearm and
sentenced to a period of intense pro-
bation that could continue until he
reaches the age of 19.  His 57-year-
old father, who pleaded guilty to
charges of being a felon in posses-
sion of a firearm and contributing to
the delinquency of a minor, was sen-
tenced to 365 days in jail.

WAR ON DRUGS

Thumb law enforcement officials
particularly those in Huron County,
scored some victories in their battle
to keep heroin traffickers in check
over the past 12 months.

Huron County sheriff’s deputies
arrested a pair of Elkton residents in
April following a several-month-
long investigation targeting heroin
use and sales.  They also seized five
grams of the drug, with a street value
of $50 to $100 per tenth of a gram,
along with drug paraphernalia and a
vehicle.  Both suspects were subse-
quently convicted and sentenced.

A few months later, the sheriff’s
department arrested two more sus-
pects following a seven-week inves-
tigation, also targeting heroin traf-

ficking.  Seized were nearly four
dozen packets of suspected heron
along with drug paraphernalia, pre-
scription drugs and cash.

Heroin use in the United States
jumped a whopping 79 percent from
2007 to 2012, and heroin overdose
deaths rose 45 percent between 2006
and 2010.  Police and health officials
say Michigan is on the same track.

Experts say the increased use and
overdoses involving heroin are
directly related to the rapid increase
in the misuse of opiate prescription
drugs such as OxyContin and
Vicodin.  The steep cost of those
drugs is prompting a number of
addicts to seek out heroin, a cheaper
opiate.  Unfortunately, buying heroin
on the street comes with a number of
risks, starting with the fact that the
user doesn’t know just how potent a
dose he or she is purchasing, or
whether the drug has been laced with
some form of poison.

NEW PARISH

It was a difficult year for many area
residents, as restructuring came to
pass among parishes within the
Diocese of Saginaw.

The local parish, including the
churches of St. Pancratius in Cass
City, Holy Family in Sebewaing, St.
Agatha in Gagetown and St. Michael
in Wilmot, are now known as Our
Lady Consolata Parish in accordance
with a study conducted by Bishop
Joseph Cistone called “Planning
Tomorrow’s Parishes”.  The study’s
goal was to merge 105 parish com-
munities into 56 in an effort to put
each individual church to better use.

Officials with the Catholic church
said the restructuring was due, in
part, to decreasing church atten-
dance, fewer priests and shifting
demographics.
As a result, St. Pancratius remains a

parish church, with regularly sched-
uled masses and sacraments for all
members of the parish community,
while Holy Family is an additional
use church, also with regularly
scheduled masses and celebrations.
St. Agatha and St. Michael, however,
became “occasional use” churches,
meaning they no longer host regular
mass but may be used for weddings,
funerals and other events. 

ELECTION YEAR

Like the winter of 2013-14,
Republicans roared into the general
election this year, dominating at the
polls for seats representing Thumb
residents in Lansing.
In fact, Republicans didn’t just hold

onto the state House and Senate, they
grew their majorities, guaranteeing
Michigan Gov. Rick Snyder, who
won reelection over Democratic
challenger Mark Schauer, at least
two more years of full GOP control
in Lansing.
Closer to home, the winners includ-

ed Dr. Edward J. “Ned” Canfield, a
58-year-old Sebewaing family
physician who defeated Democratic
challenger David Jaroch in a race for
the 84th District House seat repre-
senting Tuscola and Huron counties.

Incumbent 84th District State Rep.
Terry Brown (D-Pigeon), forced
from the post by term limits, ran
unsuccessfully against St. Clair’s
Phil Pavlov for the 25th Senate
District seat.

In the 31st Senate District, which
includes Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac
counties, first-term Senator Mike
Green (R-Mayville) posted a con-
vincing victory over Democratic
challenger Ron Mindykowski.

NEW LEADERSHIP

The year saw a change in leadership
at Hills and Dales General Hospital
in Cass City, where Jean Anthony
was selected to fill a vacancy left by
the departure of veteran administra-
tor Mike Falatko, who had been on
family/medical leave and was unable
to return to his duties as president
and CEO.

Anthony has been a fixture at Hills
and Dales for close to four decades,
beginning her career as a licensed
practice nurse (LPN).  In the years
since, she has earned her license as a
registered nurse (RN) as well as a
Bachelor of Science Degree in
Nursing and a Master of Arts and
Organizational Management Degree.

Anthony previously served as Hills
and Dales’ chief operating officer for
14 years.

“Jean’s years of experience will be
critical…in a time when health care

standards...are changing so frequent-
ly,” Hills and Dales Board of
Trustees President Orville Beecher
said in making the announcement
last March.  “Her knowledge of nurs-
ing and patient care, her outstanding
relationship with the physicians, as
well as her years of dedication to the
hospital makes her an exceptional
candidate to fill the position as
CEO.”

WELDING LAB

In spite of the loss of Erla’s and
Marshall Distributing in town, there
were some bright spots in the down-
town development front, including

the opening of Baker College’s
5,000-square foot welding lab inside
a renovated section of the Nestles
Building, a former milk plant located
just west of the Erla’s building.

Baker College officials, who esti-
mated their investment at roughly
$615,000, launched the project in
conjunction with plans to offer weld-
ing certificate and associate degree
programs through the local Baker
College campus.
The program – Baker’s fourth weld-

ing lab in the state — provides train-
ing for those who have an interest in
become a welding engineer, welding
inspector, structural ironworker, cus-
tom vehicle designer and metal art

sculptor, among other professions.
Named the Cass City Industrial

Center, the new lab can accommo-
date up to 24 students.  There are a
dozen two-man workstations, and
each workstation has a MIG (metal
inert gas) and TIG (tungsten inert
gas) welder.  Other equipment shared
by students includes multiple torch-
es, a plasma cutter, bench cutter, drill
presses, grinder, tube bender, band
saws and a Scottsman Sheener that
cuts steel.

In addition to Baker College’s
investment, Hills and Dales General
Hospital officials unveiled their new
Hospital Drive Pharmacy, located
just south of the hospital, last spring.
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