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TUSCOLA COUNTY grain, bean and sugar beet

farmer Carl Bednarski (right) is Michigan Farm

Bureau’s (MFB) 16th president, succeeding

Sanilac County dairyman Wayne H. Wood (left).

Members elected the Caro area resident during

the 95th MFB Annual Meeting Thursday in

Grand Rapids.

Millages would benefit vets, EDC

Motorist hits,
kills flagman
in Huron Co.

State Farm leadership stays in the Thumb
Caro’s Bednarski replaces Sanilac
dairyman Wood as new MFB chief

Please turn to page 6.

NO ONE WAS home when fire broke out in a two-story residence about two miles south of Cass City

Friday morning.  Flames gutted the Cemetery Road home belonging to Cole Miller and Madison

Simpson.

For the first time in 14 years
there’s new leadership at the top
level of Michigan’s largest farm
organization. Tuscola County
bean, grain and sugar beet farmer
Carl Bednarski was elected
Thursday as the 16th president of
the Michigan Farm Bureau
(MFB).

District 6 director on the MFB
Board of Directors since 2000 and
a longstanding member of the
board’s executive committee,
Bednarski succeeds outgoing
president Wayne H. Wood, a dairy
farmer from Sanilac County.

The MFB board also welcomed
a pair of newcomers: Mark
Daniels will represent the organi-
zation’s Young Farmer Program,
and Kellie Fox will represent its
Promotion and Education
Program.

Bednarski and his wife, Lisa,
live near Caro and have three
sons, Carl, Nathan and Michael.
Their family farm raises corn, dry
beans, sugar beets, soybeans and
wheat.

“This organization is ever-
changing and it ever will change,
but we must remember this
process must stay as pure as we

can keep it,” Bednarski said, refer-
ring to Farm Bureau’s member-driv-
en, grass-roots policy development
procedure. “If we lose that direction,
we’ve lost our effectiveness.”

Bednarski’s organizational involve-
ment includes six years as vice pres-
ident of the Tuscola County Farm
Bureau and seven years on its execu-
tive committee. He has served in
several leadership positions at the
county, state and national levels,
including the membership, national
affairs, promotion and education and
policy development, in addition to
service on several commodity advi-
sory committees.

Outside Farm Bureau, Bednarski is
a past 4-H youth sugar beet program
leader, past vice chair of the
Michigan Farm Produce Insurance
Fund Board, a founding member of
the Michigan Sugar Cooperative,
and has served on the Michigan
Sugar Board of Directors for five
years.

He is a member of Sacred Heart
Catholic Church and the Knights of
Columbus.

Bednarski’s election as president
leaves a vacancy on the board of
directors; his seat representing dis-
trict 6 (Huron, Lapeer, Macomb,

Sanilac, St. Clair and Tuscola coun-
ties) will be filled by a separate elec-
tion within that district.

Fox, the board’s new Promotion
and Education Program representa-
tive, is an Oceana County fruit and
vegetable farmer who lives near
Shelby with her husband, Todd, and

their children, Noah and Emelie.
Fox is owner, manager and wine-

maker for Fox Barn Market &
Winery, begun in 2005 as a farm
market and expanded to include the
winery in 2008.  Selections include
wines made from apples, cherries,

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Ask Tuscola County Veteran Affairs
Director Ron Amend about staffing
levels in his office, and he’ll tell you
three people work there: “Me,
myself and I.  If I’m not in the office,
nobody’s in the office.”

The lack of manpower to serve the
county’s estimated 4,600 veterans is
frustrating for Amend, but one he
and Tuscola County officials hope
voters will address at the polls in

February, when residents will be
asked to approve a pair of new mill-
age requests.

The proposals would establish a
special veteran services millage of
.17 of a mill along with tax of .2 of a
mill to fund business and job devel-
opment through the Tuscola County
Economic Development Corporation
(EDC).

The election is slated for Tuesday,
Feb. 24.

According to Tuscola County
Controller Mike Hoagland, both

millages, if approved, would be
levied for six years.

The proposed EDC tax would gen-
erate $322,000 in the first year and
cost the owner of a home with a mar-
ket value of $100,000 about $10
more in taxes annually.  The veteran
services millage would generate
roughly $276,000 in the first year
and cost the owner of a $100,000
home $8.50 more in taxes.

The veteran services millage would
be used to more adequately staff the
local veteran’s affairs office and pro-

vide funding for transportation,”
Hoagland explained.  “The program
is modeled somewhat after the pro-
gram in Sanilac County, which has a
(larger) staff and…a veterans mill-
age,” he said.

“If there is a group that should be
first in line, it’s the veterans, and
right now we’re underserving them,”
Hoagland added.

Amend, who has served as Tuscola
County’s Veteran Affairs director for
seven years, agreed wholeheartedly.

Please turn to page 6.

Blaze guts
Cass City
area home

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A flagman working at a road con-
struction site in Huron County died
Thursday after being struck by a
pickup truck, Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson reported.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene – Sand Beach Road (M-142),
west of Scott Road in Verona
Township — at about 10:38 a.m.

“Preliminary investigation is indi-
cating that an eastbound GMC pick-
up driven by Dale C. Peyerk, age 58,
of Bad Axe, struck a flagman and the
flashing arrow sign trailer he was
standing near, which was parked in
the eastbound lane and connected to
a construction company pickup,”
Hanson said.  “The flagman then
flew through the air over 75 feet and
landed near a guardrail on the oppo-
site side of the road.

“Lifesaving efforts were initiated
by deputies and Central Huron
Ambulance personnel, but unfortu-
nately the victim, Nathan C. Hayden,
age 21, of Kalkaska, later died at the
Huron Medical Center in Bad Axe,”
the sheriff said.

Hanson said Peyerk was apparently
uninjured.  “Our accident investiga-
tors remained at the scene, with the
road closed for several hours.
Further investigation will continue,”
he added.  “We ask that anyone who
may have witnessed this accident
and hasn’t already spoken to our
deputies, to please contact our office
during regular business hours at
(989) 269-6500 or Huron Central
Dispatch at (989) 269-6421 to leave
a message.”

Christmas in the Village in photos!
Photos, pages 8 and 16

Please turn to page 8.

Investigation
continuing in
fatal weekend
auto accident

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into a fatal traffic accident over the
weekend after finding the driver
unconscious at the wheel of a vehicle
that had left a Kingston Township
roadway and struck a tree.

Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen
Skrent reported Monday that the
motorist, Jayson Paul Leisentritt, 27,
of Caro, died as a result of injuries he

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A quick response from the Elkland
Township Fire Department was not
enough to save a two-story wood
frame home about two miles south of
Cass City Friday morning.

The local fire department was dis-
patched to the Cole Miller and
Madison Simpson residence, located
just northeast of the intersection of
Cemetery and Kelly roads at 3630
Cemetery Rd., at about 9:50 a.m.
Fire fighters arrived about eight min-
utes later to find the home already
fully engulfed in flames.
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THE WINNERS of the Cass City Elementary

School fifth/sixth grade spelling bee are (left to

right) first place, James Lefler; second place, Alexis

Bogart; third place, Lauren Peters; fourth place,

Madi Beckrow; and 5th place, Vaughn Severance.

Brent Connell

Brent Doyle Connell, Sr., 74, of
Lapeer, formerly of Cass City, died
Tuesday December 2, 2014. He was
born January 22, 1940 in Cass City
to parents Max and Pauline (Smith)
Connell. 

Connell served his country in the
United States Navy. He returned
home and worked as a truck driver
his whole life. Brent was an avid out-
doorsman; enjoyed fishing and hunt-

ing - especially deer and turkey. 
He is survived by his children:

Doyle (Traci) Connell, Jr. of Lapeer,
Cindy (Jeff) Mosier of Lapeer, the
love of his life, Helen Connell of
Lapeer, grandchildren: Travis,
Ashley, Brayden, Ryan, Garrett,
Hannah, Jenni, Jeffrey, siblings:
Colin (Kay) Connell of Lapeer, Pam
(Gary) Piger of Lapeer, Cindy
(Frank) Coxe of Mayville and Jerry
(Lori) Henderson of Greensboro,
NC. 

Brent was preceded in death by his
brother: Larry Connell, mother:
Pauline Henderson and father: Max
Connell. 

A funeral service was held
December 6 with Pastor Rodney
Sanderson-Smith officiating.
Immediately following was a mili-
tary salute under the auspices of the
Lapeer American Legion Post #16
Honor Guard. 

Cremation followed the services. 
Memorial contributions may be

made to the family. 
Arrangements were made by Muir

Brothers Funeral Home of Lapeer. 

Dennis O’Berski

Dennis Edward O’Berski, 64, of
Cass City, died unexpectedly
Tuesday, December 2, 2014 in his
home.  He was born June 14, 1950 in
Bad Axe to Elmer and Bernice
(Masa) O’Berski.    

He married Anita Priscilla Scott
January 31, 1976 in St. John the
Evangelist Catholic Church, Ubly.
She died September 4, 2005.

Dennis attended Ferris State
College in Big Rapids.  He worked
for Saginaw Asphalt Paving
Company as an estimator and project
manager retiring after more than 40
years of service.  Dennis was a mem-
ber of St. Pancratius Catholic Church
and Cass City and Gagetown
Knights of Columbus Council
#8892.  He loved watching movies,
going fishing and watching Detroit
Tiger Baseball.  Woodworking was a
lifelong passion of his.  Dennis
worked for a cabinet maker in his
younger years between seasonal
work with Saginaw Asphalt.   He
also liked to play the piano a bit.
Most important to Dennis was
spending time with his family and
friends.

Dennis is survived by his children:
Garret S. O’Berski of Cass City,
Julie (Dave) Westhaus of Manistee;
step grandson, Evan Lukas; Dennis
was very excited to learn that his
first grandchild is due June 14, 2015.
He will also be missed by sisters:
Kathy (Larry) Kelly of Bad Axe,
Diana (Ron) Adrianse of Oscoda;
brothers:  Kenneth (Christine)
O’Berski of Ubly, Garret O’Berski
of Ubly; brother-in-law, Ross
(Linda) Scott of Sandusky; nieces
and nephews:  Jodie Nelson of
Yorktown, VA, Richard Nelson of

Oscoda, Chad (Ashley) O’Berski of
Bad Axe, Michelle (Andy) Davis of
Norton Shores, Christine Scott of
Sandusky, Rena Scott of Sandusky;
many aunts, uncles and cousins.  

He was preceded in death by his
brother-in-law, Sgt. Richard Nelson.  

A memorial service was held
December 6 in Kranz Funeral Home
Cass City with the Rev. Christian
Tabares, Our Lady Consolata Parish,
St. Pancratius Catholic Church offi-
ciating.  

Interment will be in Novesta
Township Cemetery.  
Memorials may be made to Rawson

Memorial Library or Cass City
Gagetown Knights of Columbus
Council #8892.  Family and friends
may share memories, prayers and
stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Florence Schrader

Florence Elizabeth Schrader, 87, of
Ubly, passed away Tuesday morn-
ing, December 2, 2014 at her resi-
dence after a short battle with cancer
with her daughter by her side while
under hospice care.

Florence was born September 20,
1927 in Filion, to the late Stanley
and Anna (Klert) Kologek. 

She married Frank (Bukowski)
Brooks on July 10, 1948. On
September 8, 1948 he was tragically
killed in a plane crash. Florence mar-
ried Gerald W. Schrader on October
26, 1949 in Ubly and they shared 52
wonderful years together before he
preceded her in death on June 29,
2001.

She was a 1945 graduate of Bad
Axe High School. She was a member
of the First Presbyterian Church of
Ubly where she served as clerk of the
session for 20 years, held the posi-
tion of elder numerous times and
was a member of the church choir.
Florence and her husband, Gerald
owned Ubly Tractor Sales, Inc. for
38 years and she was the bookkeeper
for the business.

Florence contributed her time and
knowledge to her community in
many different ways. She was elect-
ed Village Treasurer of Ubly and
served as such for 34 consecutive
years. She served the last three years
on the village council and was
recently elected to her second term.
Most recently, she was presented
with an outstanding achievement
award in village government from
Ubly Village’s President, Mark
Brown. While village treasurer,
Florence became involved with the
Michigan Municipal League (MML)
where she served as secretary, vice
chair and the chair of MML Region
V. She went on to serve on the MML
Board of Trustees from 2003-2006.
She was then appointed to the MML
Foundation Board in 2006 to the
present.
Florence was initiated into the Ubly

Miriam Chapter #214 Order of the
Eastern Star in September of 1951.
She held an office position every
year, including serving as Worthy
Matron 12 times and Office of
Secretary for 25 years. She was a
State Committee member in 1973-
1974 and served as Grand chaplain
from 1981-1982. She then became a
member of the Villa Board of
Control from 1984-2000. Florence
held several Huron County and
Thumb Association offices. She was
a lifetime member of the Grand
Chapter Order of Eastern Star of MI
and the Bay Chapter #219 of Bay
City.
Florence was a founding member of

the Bingham Township Ambulance
Service where she served as an EMT
until the young age of 75. She spent
many years serving on the ambu-
lance with her son Larry and daugh-
ter Susan. She was EMT of the Year
three times and held the offices of
coordinator and treasurer. She was
presented with the lifetime achieve-
ment award from Bingham
Township Ambulance. In March of
2012, Florence was awarded a cer-

tificate of appreciation for ten years
of honorable and faithful support
from the National Law Enforcement
Department.

In her younger years, Florence was
a member of the Ubly PTA and sev-
eral other community organizations.
She participated in the Ubly
Alabama Jubilees. Florence was the
co-author of the village of Ubly
History Book and was awarded the
community service award in August
of 1996 during the 100th anniversary
celebration for the Village of Ubly.
She also volunteered at the Huron
Medical Center for three and a half
years until her health began to
decline.
Florence loved to travel and truly
enjoyed driving across the country
with her daughter Susan and their
travel companion, Pixie. The trio
visited 49 states, Canada and

Mexico. While on a trip, Florence
got to be a participant on The Price Is
Right.  She enjoyed bowling and was
on the Stasia Fisher bowling team
and made it to the State Bowling
Finals.  She also enjoyed fishing,
reading, crossword puzzles,
garage/estate sales and game shows.
Florence loved attending all activi-
ties that included her children,
grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren. One of Florence’s passions in
life was time spent with her family.
Her grandchildren and great grand-
children were her pride and joy.

Florence is survived by her four
children, Larry and his wife, Janice
of Ubly, Trudy Schrader of Bad Axe,
Ken and his wife, Lou of Boyne City,
Susan Schrader of Ubly; 7 grandchil-
dren, Bryan (Karissa) Schrader,
Janelle (Danny) Pallas, Ashley
Schrader (Joe Smith), Leann (Matt)
Emeott, Dustin Schrader, Nicholas
Schrader and Kylee Schrader-
Talaski (Joe Decker); 10 great-
grandchildren, Ethan and Blake
Schrader, Brynn and Bria Pallas,
Bryce and Reece Smith, Madalynn,
Kennedy and Parker Emeott,
Jackson Decker; two sisters-in-law,
Vita Kologek and Lottie Kologek;
many nieces and nephew; special
niece,  Betty Tomlins; special friend,
Kelly Pearce; very special neigh-
bors, Tom and Julie O’Connor; her
devoted dog, Pixie.

Florence was preceded in death by
seven sisters and their husbands,
Sophia (John) Balfour, Selma (Nick)
Bambach, Clara (Burt) Sanborn,
Frances (Mike) Murray, Ann (Steve)
Protzman, Helen (Jim) Kurtti, Arlene
Dailey; three brothers, Peter Brooks
and his wife, Florence, William and
Raymond Kologek; an infant broth-
er; brother-in-law Verne Schrader
and his wives Florence and Madelyn,
sister-in-law, Mary Lou Geboski and
her husband, John Jr.; her godson,
John Beaudin.

The funeral services were held
Saturday, December 6 at the Zinger-
Smigielski Funeral Home in Ubly.
Retired Pastor and family friend
George Gillett will officiate.

Memorials have been requested to
the Ubly Village Park Improvement
Fund, Order of the Eastern Star
Benevolence Fund, the Sleeper
Public Library. Or the donor’s
choice.
Please visit www.smigielskifuneral-

homes.com to express your sympa-
thy and sign the guest book for
Florence’s family.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

X marks the spot

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Another feather in
local district’s cap

When they were putting together the English alpha-
bet, the letter X got the short end of his two sticks.
Rumor has it he showed up late – along with Y and Z
– and the threesome almost didn’t make the alphacut.
But that would have left us with 23 letters and impor-
tant words and phrases such as, “Yes,” “Excuse me”
and “Zamboni” would have been impossibilities, so
the latecomers merely got pushed to the end of the
line.
A, being the type of personality he is, showed up the

night before and camped out on the sidewalk in a tent
(an A-frame) to be assured the first place in line. In a
stroke of added luck, he, along with the letter I,
received authorization to be not only letters but com-
plete words. A privilege to be sure; I thought so.

Inexplicably, latecomer Y was identified as having
exceptional talents due to his ability to balance on one
leg and was moved to the front of the line. This initi-
ated a protest from F, T and V whose fervent pleas
were downplayed as being those of the noisy minori-
ty.

Because of his demonstrated flexibility during the
shift change, the alphabet gods awarded Y the title of
both consonant and vowel, a distinction unknown to
any other letter. Y, being the ever-questioning yahoo
he is, didn’t see his double duty status as a benefit and
started yabbering about it being extra work. He
demanded overtime pay, causing B, C and D to push
him back to the end of the alphabet, whereby Y retal-
iated by catching a few ZZZ’s, or maybe by playing
catch with Z. 
Double duties aside, A, I and sometimes Y will never

be as popular as E, who is the most commonly used
letter in the entire elphabet (E’s preferred spelling).
She is effective and efficient and makes her efforts
look easy and enjoyable not to mention entertaining.
Which brings us back to the unexalted and less-than-
extolled X. For centuries, X has been enamored with

E, finding her presence intoxicating. Unfortunately for
X, E has an independent streak. She finds his attentive-
ness exhausting and isn’t buying into X’s extreme tac-
tics. E’s evasiveness often makes X cross.

Despite their differences, the two are frequently seen
together, although E tries to extricate herself from the
situation whenever possible. She can’t afford to be
exposed publicly with what she refers to as X’s excess
baggage.

While E and X seem to have found a love-hate part-
nership that works for them, other letters are much less
likely to consort with one another. The letter grouping
WKW, for instance, is used almost solely by radio sta-
tions because using the sequence in a word would be,
well, awkward.

Things could be worse for X, but I’m not sure how.
While not the least used letter (that honor goes to Z),
X is allotted the smallest space in my Webster’s New
World Dictionary – half a page. This is one-fourth as
much as the next least popular letter, which logic
would dictate is Z, but instead is J, which doesn’t
make sense, but if the English language always made
sense sword would rhyme with word, daughter with
laughter and war with car. Kernel would sound noth-
ing like colonel and B would be banned from words
like “climb” and “subtle.”
All bologna aside, our friend does have a few claims

to fame. X-ray vision puts the “super” in Superman.
Hugs wouldn’t be the same without kisses at the end
of a note or email. Deer couldn’t cross the road with-
out X, and tic tac toe wouldn’t be the game without
him. The same goes for X marks the spot, even though
the opportunity to peruse pirate maps and search for
buried treasure is becoming more rare and isn’t likely
to change – unless Johnny Depp agrees to another
sequel. 

And, while we might go a whole day or two without
giving X a second thought, we shouldn’t take him for
granted. When you stop to ponder the twenty-fourth
letter of the alphabet, you’ll realize we all owe our
very being to him. Because without our own XX or
XY, we’d simply cease to exist.

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. You can read more
and follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook.
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editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle management and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and tele-
phone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to
call for verification, but won’t be used in the news-
paper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clari-
ty.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific
nature, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $19 per insertion. There is
a $4 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.
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State Rep. Terry Brown
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(517 373-0476
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207 E. Grant St.
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(989) 672-3700

Contact 
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officials

Anyone interested in seeing further proof that Cass
City Public School officials are offering our young-
sters a solid education need look no further than the
2014 Michigan Public High School Context and
Performance (CAP) Report Card recently issued by
the Mackinac Center for Public Policy.
This was the second edition of the report, which eval-

uated academic performance in standard public high
schools in the state while also taking into account fam-
ily income.

Specifically, four years’ worth of Michigan Merit
Exam (MME) and ACT test scores were adjusted
based on the percentage of students in a high school
who qualified for a free lunch.  A high school’s “Cap
Score” indicates how far above or below projections a
high school performed, given its student population’s
socioeconomic status, with 100 set as the standard.

So, how did the Cass City Public Schools measure
up?

According to this latest “report card”, Among 659
Michigan public high schools, Cass City Junior-
Senior High School ranked 36th, with an overall CAP
score of 111.02 and a grade of “A”.  The district’s per-
formance topped that in nearly 94.5 percent of the
other districts examined in the study.

Among other area schools, Kingston High School
was ranked 102nd with a CAP score of 106.06 and a
grade of B; Owen-Gage High School was ranked
329th with a CAP score of 100.37 and a grade of C;
and Ubly Community High School was ranked 316th
with a CAP score of 100.65 and a grade of C.

“We were the first research group in the state to
attempt this type of analysis on such a large scale,”
said Audrey Spalding, education policy director for
the Mackinac Center for Public Policy – a non-parti-
san research and educational institute dedicated to
improving the quality of life for all Michigan residents
by promoting sound solutions to state and local policy
questions — and author of the study.

“We now have two, four-year periods of data with
overlapping years, and it’s even more obvious that
socioeconomic factors have a significant impact on
standardized test results,” Spalding added.

Equally important, the information contained in the
study can now be used by parents as well as school
officials and policymakers.

“This report card is a different tool parents can use
to make informed decisions when comparing schools;
it provides school officials with a better understanding
of how their school compares to others statewide; and
it will help policy makers truly identify high-perform-
ing schools,” Spalding said.

“Assessing school performance by using raw test
scores alone ignores the tremendous impact a child’s
circumstances can have on his or her educational per-
formance.”

We couldn’t agree more, and we also couldn’t be
prouder of local school officials’ efforts, both in the
past and currently, to provide a quality education for
all students, in spite of financial and other pressures
that challenge public schools on a daily basis.

Sure, no “report card” can provide a complete pic-
ture of how well a school system is doing its job, but
these numbers are proof that Cass City School offi-
cials are offering the community much more than lip
service.

Matt Prieskorn and Kris Repshinka say that Paul
Brown, owner of Pro Temp Heating and Cooling,
Cass City, saved the day as they prepared to serve
their free hot bean soup to the Christmas in the
Village crowds Saturday night at the Cass City
VFW Hall, just as they have for years.  Seems a
clogged propane line prevented the local cooks from
firing up their giant kettle at first, but Brown
swooped in, worked a little Christmas magic and, in
the end, there was hot soup for all.

**********

Members of the Tom Thumb Singers have been
busy preparing for their upcoming concerts, “We
Need a Little Christmas!”  The group consists of
members from all over the Thumb and is directed by
Phil Burkett of Cass City and accompanied by
Darlene Burkett of Cass City.  Rehearsals have been
taking place since September to prepare for per-
formances on Saturday, December 13 at 7 p.m. and
Sunday, December 14 at 3 p.m. at the Cass City
United Methodist Church on North Cemetery
Road.  A free will offering will be taken.

**********

Time is running out, says Eric Brown.
The Cass City Lions Club Treasurer reports the

holder of ticket number 474593 from Saturday’s
Christmas in the Village celebration has until noon
Friday, December 19 to claim their winnings from
the local civic club’s 50/50 raffle. The winner can
contact Brown by calling (989) 872-4311.

If no one responds, a new winning ticket will be
drawn and I’ll be happy to pass that information
along when possible. I am pretty sure all of us could
use a little extra cash this time of year.  

**********

News too late to print – almost. Two winners from
the weekend’s Chili Cook-Off in downtown Cass
City include Sonya Griffith, who was picked from a
group of chili tasters that visited all 23 stops, and
Eunice Greenwood, who held the first ticket drawn
from nearly 200 chili-taster entries.

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Circuit court proceedings

Several appear on felony  charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Joel J. Louchart, 40, Birch Run,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with work release and
worksite privileges, and 24 months
probation following his plea of
guilty to one count of
manufacture/delivery of marijuana
June 27 in Juniata Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

Court records state 180 days of
Louchart’s jail term was deferred.
He was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $1,698.

*Malcolm V. Maitland, 35,
Kingston, was sentenced to 93 days
in jail (deferred for one year) and 12
months probation following his pleas
of guilty to charges of interfering
with electronic communications and
assault or assault and battery July 26
in Kingston.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $1,348 plus restitu-
tion of $237.47.

*Tyler J. Vandemark, 30,
Laingsburg, was sentenced to 93
days in jail (deferred for one year)
and 12 months probation following
his pleas of guilty to operating a
motor vehicle while impaired and
larceny in a building Aug. 3 in
Koylton Township.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $2,748.  Restitution in
the case is to be determined.

*Robin L. Rickard, 49, Caro, was
sentenced to 12 months probation
following his plea of guilty to one
count of delivery/manufacture of
marijuana March 27 in Fairgrove
Township.  

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,198.

*Dennis S. Miller, 36, Millington,
pleaded no contest to a charge of car-
rying a concealed weapon Sept. 12 in
Koylton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $6,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*David A. Wise, 58, Gastonia,
N.C., pleaded no contest to three

counts of assaulting, resisting or
obstructing a police officer Oct. 8 in
Watertown Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Isable S. Delacruz, 43, Caro,
pleaded guilty to violating the Sex
Offenders Registration Act by failing
to register and/or verify his registra-
tion address in June 2014.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Trent L. Darling, 52, pleaded
guilty to one count of attempted lar-
ceny of property valued at $1,000 to
$20,000 July 23 in Caro.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be set.

Sanilac robbery suspect in custody
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

The suspect in a recent armed robbery in Sanilac
County pushed his luck too far when he allegedly robbed
a gas station in southwestern Macomb County last week.

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry Biniecki reported Center
Line police officers arrested a 26-year-old Croswell area
man Tuesday.  The man, whose name had not been
released as of press time, is also believed to be responsi-
ble for the Sanilac County robbery, which targeted the
Sunrise Marathon Station in Worth Township three days
earlier on Saturday, Nov. 29.

In that case, a 19-year-old store clerk called 911 at
about 6:30 p.m. after a male suspect confronted her, pro-
duced a semi-automatic pistol and demanded money,
which the clerk handed over from the register.  The sus-
pect then fled the scene on foot.

“Sanilac County detectives were notified that Center
Line police had a suspect in custody matching the

description of the Worth Township Marathon robbery,”
Biniecki announced last Wednesday.  “The suspect was
apprehended by Center Line police Dec. 2 in the after-
noon after pulling a similar armed robbery at a gas sta-
tion in their area.”

The suspect was transported to the Macomb County
Jail, where Sanilac County detectives interviewed him
regarding the Marathon robbery case.  “The suspect,
who was wearing a red hooded sweatshirt, dark colored
blue jeans and a facemask at the time of the armed rob-
bery, confessed to committing the crime,” Biniecki said.
“(He) remains in custody at the Macomb County Jail,
without bond, on multiple charges, with a hold placed by
Sanilac County.”
Officers from the Lexington, Croswell and Port Sanilac

police departments all assisted in the Sanilac robbery
investigation, as did the Sanilac County Drug Task
Force, troopers from the Michigan State Police post in
Caro and the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) Law Enforcement Division.

����#"%���&(�)+�$"**"% �"*�$)�"%�*!����#�%��(�")�*!���("��-�%&&%����&(��'+�#"���
*"&%���#��)��)�%����#�%��(�"*�$)�*&��

��))��"*-��!(&%"�#��������&,��������))��"*-����
�
��
�!&%���������
���������,��������
��	�����!(&%"�#�����!(&%"�#��%�*

����� ��"�������������
E':9981?6=�91�$608>C��<00��977?84>C�!0,6������:�7��� 00&9C��6,<5��?46/482���
�
�<008�'>����,<9��#:08�>9�,8C980�A,8>482�,�39>��3970�=>C60�70,6�
E��9<.,=�70,6�,>��,==��4>C�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��3?<.3�,>�8998������	��7460�89<>3�91��,==
�4>C���������������
��19<�>,50�9?>=���

��!� ��"�������������
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66���������
���
��
E�,<024@0<��9880.>498�����

�:�7������

�:�7����9?8><C��,</08=��'.30?<0<��9=:4>,6���


"���,=0@4660�&/���$42098���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������
������


����"�������������
E�6.93964.=��898C79?=��F!98/,C�,>�,�(470�G���:�7���$,<5=4/0��,10���

��!,48��'>��
)-6C���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66���8206,�&��,>������������
���
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66���������
���
��

�!� ��"�������������
E 4@482�A4>3�$,<548=98H=�'?::9<>��<9?:�����

�:�7������

�:�7����964/,C��88��B:<0==����
&,:=98� ,80�+0=>���,/��B0����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������
������
E�,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:����

�:�7������

�:�7����,<-9<��0,.3��977?84>C��9=�
:4>,6��/7484=><,>498��?46/482	�9810<08.0��08>0<������'���4<=>�'>����,<-9<��0,.3����9<
79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>���������
�����
E)-6C� 498=��6?-�700>482����

�:�7��,>�>30�)-6C�(3?7-�*0>0<,8=�#<2,84D,>498�,66������
�4823,8�'>���)-6C�!������������:9>�6?.5�4=�=0<@0/�:<49<�>9�>30�700>482����@0<C980�4=��A06�
.970/���
E�6�,898�700>482����:�7���'>���<,8.4=�$,<<4=3��$42098�
E���!00>482������:�7���'>���9=0:3��3?<.3�����
�"���<2C60�&/���!00>482�A466�-0�306/�48
>30�3,66�80B>�>9�>30�64>>60�=>980�.3?<.3��

�������
���

���������	�������	
�
����������	��
E�,20>9A8�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��<?8.3�����,�7��>9���:�7����66�C9?�.,8�0,>�����/98,>498�
����������	��
E"9@0=>,�(9A8=34:��9,</�700>482����

�:�7�
E�<401�'?::9<>�700>482=��F�0,6482�(920>30<�G�!0,/9A� ,80����
�!0,/9A� ,80���,/
�B0����
�:�7���9<�;?0=>498=�9<�>9�<024=>0<�>9�,>>08/�:60,=0�.,66�>30�9114.0�,>������I��������
9<�>966�1<00������������������(30=0�=0==498=�,<0�9:08�>9�,8C980�/0,6482�A4>3�,�2<401�9<
69==��':98=9<0/�-C��9=:4.0��/@,8>,20���,==���4>C�
��
��������	��
E�656,8/�(9A8=34:��9,</�700>482����:�7�
E*�+�798>36C�700>482����

�:�7���*�+��,66���,==��4>C�
��
���������	��
E(3?7-�#.>,298��,<8�700>482����:�7���14<0�3,66�48��,20>9A8�
E(?=.96,��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:����

�:�7����
�


:�7���������8>0<2080<,>498,6��?46/482���

�!98>,2?0��@0����,<9��9<�79<0�4819<7,>498�
.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>���������
������
E��0/<98�#�'��

�91��,<9�700>482����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:���
�

�,�7�������

�:�7����?7,8��0@06�
9:708>��9774==498����
�"?208>�&/����,/��B0����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>
��������
������
��
�����������	��
E��9<.,=�70,6�,>��,==��4>C�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��3?<.3�,>�8998������	��7460�89<>3�91��,==
�4>C���������������
��19<�>,50�9?>=���
��
�����
����	��
E�,<024@0<��9880.>498�����

�:�7������

�:�7����9?8><C��,</08=��'.30?<0<��9=:4>,6���


"���,=0@4660�&/���$42098���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������
������
�
���������	��
E 4@482�A4>3�$,<548=98H=�'?::9<>��<9?:�����

�:�7������

�:�7����964/,C��88��B:<0==����
&,:=98� ,80�+0=>���,/��B0����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�!0<<C�,>���������
������
E�,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:����

�:�7������

�:�7����,<-9<��0,.3��977?84>C��9=�
:4>,6��/7484=><,>498��?46/482	�9810<08.0��08>0<������'���4<=>�'>����,<-9<��0,.3����9<
79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>���������
�����
E)-6C� 498=��6?-�700>482����

�:�7��,>�>30�)-6C�(3?7-�*0>0<,8=�#<2,84D,>498�,66������
�4823,8�'>���)-6C�!������������:9>�6?.5�4=�=0<@0/�:<49<�>9�>30�700>482����@0<C980�4=��A06�
.970/���
�
�����������	�
E':,230>>4��4880<�,>��,==��4>C�*�+��,66�1<97���

�:�7������

�:�7��(,50�9?>�,@,46,-60�
�9<�79<0�4819<7,>498�.,66�������������

�
�
�����
����	��
E',846,.��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:��
�:�7��������/?6>
�,C�'0<@4.0=��?46/482������"���65�'>���',8/?=5C���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>��47�,>
��������
������9<��7,8/,�,>����
�����������
E�<401�'?::9<>�700>482=��F�0,6482�(920>30<�G��0<4>,20��466����

��60,@0<�&/����,<9����
��

�:�7���9<�;?0=>498=�9<�>9�<024=>0<�>9�,>>08/�:60,=0�.,66�>30�9114.0�,>������I���������9<
>966�1<00������������������(30=0�=0==498=�,<0�9:08�>9�,8C980�/0,6482�A4>3�,�2<401�9<�69==�
':98=9<0/�-C��9=:4.0��/@,8>,20���,==��4>C�
E�,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:�����

�:�7������

�:�7����?66,</�',819</�!079<4,6� 4-<,<C�
��
�+���?<98��@0���*,==,<����9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�!0<<C�,>���������
������
E�����
�����	��
E�,==��4>C�'.3996��9,</�700>482����:�7��
E�466=����,60=��080<,6��9=:4>,6��?B464,<C�700>482�����

�,�7����46642,8=��89�700>482=
�?6C���?2?=>���0.07-0<��
E(?=.96,��9?8>C�&423>�>9� 410�700>482����

���:�7����,<9��<0,��4=><4.>� 4-<,<C����
�+�
�<,85�'>����,<9���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66�����������
����
�����
��������	��
E#A08��,20�'.3996��9,</�700>482����:�7�
E�?<98��9?8>C��6D30470<H=�,8/��,746C��,<024@0<�'?::9<>��<9?:���?<98��03,@49<,6
�0,6>3���,/��B0���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.98>,.>�&398/,�%?488�,>��������������
�
�����
��
����	��
E�977?84>C� ?8.3��8998��'3,--98,�)84>0/�!0>39/4=>��3?<.3�
E(3?7-�(���$,<>C����

�:�7����@,82064.,6��<00��3?<.3���,==��4>C�
�	�������	��
E�,==��4>C�*466,20��9?8.46�700>482����:�7���7?84.4:,6�-?46/482�
����������	��
E�6.93964.=��898C79?=��F!98/,C�,>�,�(470�G���:�7���$,<5=4/0��,10���

��!,48��'>��
)-6C���9<�79<0�4819<7,>498��.,66���8206,�&��,>������������
���
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66���������
���
��
�����������	��
E�6�,898�700>482����:�7���'>���<,8.4=�$,<<4=3��$42098�
E���!00>482������:�7���'>���9=0:3��3?<.3�����
�"���<2C60�&/���!00>482�A466�-0�306/�48
>30�3,66�80B>�>9�>30�64>>60�=>980�.3?<.3��
�������������	��
E':9981?6=�91�$608>C��<00��977?84>C�!0,6������:�7��� 00&9C��6,<5��?46/482���
�
�<008�'>����,<9��#:08�>9�,8C980�A,8>482�,�39>��3970�=>C60�70,6�
�������
����	��
E���700>482������:�7����99/�'30:30</� ?>30<,8��3?<.3���,==��4>C���9<�79<0�4819<7,�
>498��.,66���������
���
��

Foundation to award grants totaling $90,700
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Tuscola County Community
Foundation officials will be distrib-
uting some $90,700 this week in
grants stemming from the organiza-
tion’s fall grant cycle.

Checks will be presented to various
organizations Thursday starting at
12:30 p.m. in the central office board
room at the Tuscola Intermediate
School District, 1385 Cleaver Rd.,
Caro.

To-date, more than $2.5 million
worth of grants and scholarships
have been awarded from the funds
maintained by the Tuscola County
Community Foundation since its
inception.

The latest grants include:
*William and Ruth Janks Fund –

Human Development Commission
(HDC), $760 to support a
youth/senior nutritional health proj-
ect; Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department, $4,000 for the purchase
of external ballistic vest carriers to
reduce back-related injuries to road
patrol deputies; Highland Pines
School, $1,267 for the purchase of a
portable keyboard for classrooms,
and to purchase AED and CPR chok-
ing manikins for staff training;
Tuscola Intermediate School District

(TISD), $2,500 to provide food for
backpack program for nine local
school districts; Caro Community
Hospital, $4,000 for the purchase of
hospice room furniture for family
members, and a pediatric “crash
cart” for the emergency room;
Tuscola County Fair Association,
$1,500 to assist with critical repairs
to the swine barn floor; Caro High
School, $7,500 for Chromebooks for
student use; Tuscola Technology
Center, $12,500 to replace outdated
kitchen lab equipment, purchase pro-
grammable Logic Control
Simulation Kits, and purchase of a
fume extractor for the welding pro-
gram; Thumb Area Center for the
Arts, $6,245 to construct and install
protective storm windows over his-
torical stained glass windows, and
installation of additional electrical
outlets to improve sound system, and
construction of a storage unit; city of
Caro, $5,000 for Beith Park
Playscape Project; and Good
Samaritan Fund, $3,000 to provide
assistance to area needy families.

*Claude and Etta Andrews Fund –
Caro Middle School, $400 for trans-
portation for spring sixth grade field
trip; Tuscola ISD, $2,500 to provide
food for backpack program serving
local school districts; Caro
Community Hospital, $1,000 to pur-

chase a pediatric crash cart for ER;
Caro High School, $5,000 to pur-
chase Chromebooks for student use;
Tuscola Technology Center, $600 to
purchase a manikin for nursing
careers program; Michigan
Department of Human Services,
$1,690 to support program that pro-
vides Christmas gifts for children in
foster care in the county; and Caro
Robotics Team, $2,500 to purchase
equipment and supplies.

*Future Youth Involvement (FYI)
Fund – Tuscola ISD Transitions
Network, $300 to sponsor “making
good choices day” for 60 county stu-
dents with disabilities; Reese High
School Yearbook Staff, $892.50 to
replace non-working digital cam-
eras; Caro High School, $5,000 to
purchase Chromebooks for student
use; Tuscola Technology Center,
$6,494 for fume extractor for weld-
ing program, replace outdated
kitchen lab equipment, and purchase
a stock market ticker LED sign for
marketing program; city of Caro,
$4,000 to assist with Beith Park
Playscape Project; Tuscola
Technology Center Agriscience
Program, $6,450 to purchase agricul-
ture drone equipment; and Cass City
Junior-Senior High School, $5,630
to purchase a wrestling mat for ath-
letics and new school spirit program.

suffered in the accident.
Skrent said the victim’s vehicle was

spotted Saturday at 7:19 a.m.  “It
was reported that a vehicle had
struck a tree on Rossman Road, west
of Phillips Road.  The male driver
and lone occupant was found unre-
sponsive and (not wearing a seat-

Continued from page one.

Deputies investigating fatal accident
belt).  The accident had happened
sometime earlier, but was not dis-
covered until the morning,” he said.

Kingston Rescue and an MMR
Ambulance crew were dispatched to
the scene along with deputies.

Based on a preliminary investiga-
tion, Skrent said, “The vehicle was
westbound on Rossman Road and

gradually ran off the roadway right.
The vehicle continued driving off of
the roadway for 92.5 feet without
any corrective action taken,” he
added.  “It then struck a tree, causing
damage and injury.

Leisentritt was transported to
Marlette Hospital by MMR and then
(flown) to Beaumont Hospital.
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delegate body. The Tuscola County
dairy farmer has served on the
Michigan Farm Bureau board since
1966 and was vice-president from
1977-1986, when he was elected
president.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

Dr. K. Ivan MacRae has been help-
ing with the medical needs of the
Cass City community since 1937
when he opened his practice here. It
was a return home for Dr. MacRae,
who was born and raised in the Cass
City area and is a graduate of Cass
City High School. He came to Cass
City after spending six months in
Gagetown. He graduated from the
Kirksville College of Osteopathic
Medicine in Missouri in 1937. His
wife, Evelyn, is also active in com-
munity affairs and has served as a
member of the Cass City Village
Council. The couple has a daughter,
Margaret Zorn, who teaches in
Montrose, and a son, David, who
works for the state of Connecticut.
Mark Guinther is the only student at

Cass City High School to have fin-
ished in the top 4 percent on part I of
the 23rd annual Michigan
Mathematics Prize Competition. He
was among approximately 1,000
Michigan students who competed in
the final examination Wednesday.
The senior is the son of Stanley and
Melva Guinther.  

The newly organized Cass City
Recreational basketball league is
shared by three teams after two
games this season. Standings are:
Mutual of Omaha 2, 0; Peoples State
Bank 2, 0; Tuscola Advertiser 2, 0;
Charmont 1, 1; Guss’ Convenience
1, 1; Trend Vendors 0, 2; IGA 0, 2
and Brown’s Party Store 0, 2.
Omaha defeated the Charmont, 73-
62, in a game last Wednesday behind
balanced scoring by Joel Leipprandt,
14, Aaron Deering, 12, and Dale
Ackerman, 10. 

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

When Dr. and Mrs. Efren Dizon
decided to marry around nine years
ago, they ended up not only marry-
ing each other – they married each
other’s medical practice as well.
Both are pediatricians who will
begin their medical practice in Cass
City around Jan. 1, and will work
from the same office. They are the
first known husband-wife team to
practice in this area and will be the
only pediatricians in the entire
Thumb region. Their office will be
located in the recently-completed
clinic which also houses the offices
of Dr. Yongkyun Kim and Dr. J.Y.
Lee.

If you could live anywhere in the
world, where would you pitch your
proverbial tent? As far as Arlan
Hartwick is concerned, he’d stay in
Cass City. Why? It’s home. “I like
the people who live here,” Hartwick
says, “I was born and raised here. It’s
home. And to me, that’s what’s
important. The people are nice and
they’ve been good to me. No, I
wouldn’t want to live anywhere
else.” Hartwick and his wife have
three children and 12 grandchildren.
(from Your Neighbor Says)

It wasn’t supposed to happen this
year… and it might not last. It prob-
ably won’t last, but right now, right
at this moment in the Thumb B
Conference title chase, Cass City
High School is undefeated and tied
for the league lead. This happy turn
of events came about following
Tuesday night’s mild upset victory
over Sandusky, 58-53, and the game
wasn’t even as close as the final
score indicated. Ken Lowe was the
leading scorer with 15 points and
Charlie Walsh added 13 to pace Cass
City’s attack. Nine of the 10 players
in the game shared in the scoring. 

50 YEARS AGO (1964)
A hot shooting Marlette five hand-

ed the Cass City Red Hawks their
third straight defeat of the season
despite the fact that Coach John
Oswald says that the team showed
marked improvement again Tuesday
night. Cass City dropped a 97-81
decision as Paul Chappel (Marlette)
burned the nets for 43 points includ-
ing a phenomenal 17 of 20 from the
free throw lane. As a team, the Red
Raiders hit 56 per cent from the field
and 73 per cent from the charity
line…both outstanding percentages.
Cass City hit 40 per cent from the
field and 67 per cent from the free
throw line. Jim Knoblet led both
teams in rebounding with 18 and was
top Hawk scorer with 24 points. Ed
Retherford grabbed 18 rebounds and
played a fine game while scoring 16

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

5 YEARS AGO (2009)

For the past 38 years, Mary Ann
Vandemark has served the people of
the Thumb area as financial direc-
tor/deputy director, and 30 years as
executive director of the Human
Development Commission (HDC).
After almost 4 decades of service to
the people of Huron, Lapeer, Tuscola
and Sanilac counties, she will be
retiring from her position. 

You would be hard-pressed to find
a stronger or more compassionate
supporter of the Owen-Gage School
District than Liz Roemer, but her
devotion to Bulldog country has lit-
tle to do with the fact that she has
earned a living in the district for the
past 24 years or so. Roemer’s love of
Owen-Gage goes much deeper than
that. And, while she’s preparing to
retire at the end of January, it’s clear
Roemer will always be a part of the
tiny Huron County school, which
boasts all of about 216 students in
grades K-12.
Yeo & Yeo, P.C., CPAs recently rec-

ognized Angela Burnette, CPA, for
10 years of dedicated service during
the firm’s annual holiday celebration
held at the Bavarian Motor Lodge in
Frankenmuth. Burnette is the man-
ager of the firm’s Marlette office.
She provides audit, tax and manage-
rial accounting services. She is the
treasurer of the Cass City Chamber
of Commerce and lives in Cass City.

Justin Ketterer wasted little time in
leading Cass City to its maiden cage
win Thursday, tossing in a career-
best 28 points in the Red Hawks’ 56-
41 decision over Mayville in non-
conference play.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

Betty Glaza of Ubly was the first
lucky winner in the Cass City
Christmas in the Village prize give-
away. Glaza won a Silver Line Train
along with $50 in Cass City Cash.

The winners of this year’s spelling
bee, sponsored by the Knights of
Columbus, are Cass City Middle
School students Angie Simpson,
Rachael Rule, Alexandra Pena, Jared
Weidman, Dylan Miller, Kelsey
Rudy, Cassie Wilson, Nick Karavas,
Mason Doerr and Jalen Ferris.

Coach Aaron Fernald said that
Andrew Martin played a fine game,
holding his own against a rugged
Bearcat front line. He also made the
short jump shot that put Cass City
ahead for the first time in the game.
We may have been helped, Fernald
continued, because Ubly got tired as
the starters played most of the game.
Cass City rested all of its players
during the game. Ubly has a very
fine team, the coach said, and will be
a force to contend with in the GTE.
Justin Glaza led the Hawks with 22
points, while Eric Pichla scored 19
and Dan Weber, 17 for Ubly. Cass
City won 55-53.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)

A host of family members, neigh-
bors and friends gathered Saturday
in Kingston for a surprise welcome
home and belated birthday party for
Deford youth Rodney King, 14, who
lost both his legs in a farm accident
last August. The Cass City VFW
Ladies Auxiliary added its own get
well wish Monday with a check for
$135 to benefit the area teen.
Two area residents are among 1,964

Michigan State University students
who were listed as degree candidates
for fall term commencement.
Graduation ceremonies were held
Dec. 2 at MSU’s new Jack Breslin
Student Events Center. The sched-
uled guest speaker was singer/song-
writer Stevie Wonder, who was
awarded an honorary doctor of
humanities degree. The local gradu-
ates are Jeffery E. LaBelle, the son of
Edward and Pam LaBelle, Cass City
and Reid J. Goslin, the son of
Francis and Evelyn Goslin. LaBelle,
23, earned a bachelor of science
degree in physiology. A 1985 Cass
City High School graduate, he has
accepted a position with Clayton
Environmental Consultants, Novi, as
an associate industrial hygienist.
Goslin, a 1985 Owen-Gage High
School graduate, earned a bachelor
of arts degree in elementary educa-
tion with minors in science and
math. Currently a substitute teacher
in the Petoskey area, the 22-year-old
is seeking a full-time elementary or
junior high teaching position.

Jack Laurie, Cass City, who has
headed the state’s largest farm organ-
ization for the past 3 years, was
reelected president of the Michigan
Farm Bureau Dec. 1. Laurie had
been unanimously nominated by the

Are we far too PC

for our own good?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

There’s been no shortage of talk about the fatal shooting of Michael
Brown by a white Ferguson, Mo., police officer, but I wonder how
many folks aren’t willing to say a word for fear they will become the
target of verbal abuse or worse?
A friend of mine may have hit the nail on the head when she told me,

“Thanks to the political correct (PC) movement, you cannot talk about,
for example, race without being labeled a racist.  The PC movement has
been so influential that it has succeeded in prohibiting people from
speaking clearly about anything that matters without paying a dear
price for speaking up.”

That’s too bad, because we’ve become so lazy as a society that we
paint everything (and everyone) with one big wide brush, as in most
white cops target black citizens.
As a journalist, I can’t help but wonder why the Michael Brown shoot-

ing became the monstrous story it did.  Don’t get me wrong – it’s an
important story, but no more important than any other fatal shooting
involving a police officer (black, white, or any other race) and any other
victim (black, white, or any other race). 

Maybe less so, considering the victim in this case appeared to have
raised a number of red flags for any police officer (start with being bel-
ligerent and apparently lacking any respect for the law).  Does that jus-
tify being shot?  Of course not.  What I’m suggesting is that Brown’s
behavior played a vital role in putting his own life at risk by acting like
a thug in the presence of a law enforcement officer who could not have
known what was inside Brown’s head at the time.

I’m also not saying that law enforcement is without members who
have no business serving the public as police officers.  The same could
be said for any profession — businessmen, attorneys, public servants.
Journalists.

On the other hand, police officers sometimes get the raw end of the
deal in conversations involving individuals who feel members of their
family are being frequently profiled based on their name alone, the
color of their skin or where they live.  I’m not naive enough to believe
that doesn’t happen, but often those individuals are simply trying to jus-
tify behavior that cannot be justified.

Here’s a newsflash: the police are supposed to profile people who
break the law, so stop breaking the law and see what happens.  Duh.

I guess one of my concerns is that all of this political correctness will
only encourage residents to believe that all (or most) police officers are
blood-thirsty, uncaring, racist thugs.  Sure, some of them are jerks, but
I’ve also met my share of idiot newspaper reporters (and have been
called the same).

Over the years my job has enabled me to witness police officers do
some very human things for people they’ve never met.  I’ve seen them
hug bleeding accident victims awaiting an ambulance, risk their lives in
an effort to protect others, and go out of their way to ensure a family
shocked by the death of one of their own has the resources it needs to
cope.
I’ve seen them as people – dads, moms, sons, daughters, brothers, sis-

ters – caring for their own families and contributing to their communi-
ties.

Maybe talking about that little piece of reality isn’t politically correct,
but maybe if more people did, some folks would put away those wide
paint brushes long enough to forego some sensational bandwagon in
favor of gaining a better understanding of their fellow man.

points. Jim Champion contributed 21
points in a losing cause.

The grade Holstein herd of Dan
Lukasavitz of Cass City produced an
average of 58 pounds butterfat and
1,514 pounds milk, topping the list
of 44 herds which produced 30
pounds or over for the month. In sec-
ond place was the grade Holstein
herd of Harland Lounsbury of Cass
City with a 53-pound butterfat aver-
age; placing third was the registered
Brown Swiss herd of Lawrence
Bublitz of Fairgrove with 50 pounds.

Dear Santa Claus, I want a flat face
truck for Christmas. I would like
games and a barn for my truck. I am
trying to be a good boy. - Chuckie
Bliss

Dear Santa, My name is Dallas
Englehart. I am seven years old. I
would like an Etch-a skech, Toe
Truck, assembly liner, and some
cars. I would like a road grader and a
dump truck. Your friend, Dallas.
(Spelled as written)
Dear Santa, I would like a dolly and

a hair dryer set. A frosty snow cone
machine. I have been a good girl.
With love, Maureen O’Connor,
Decker, Mich.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)

Members of the Cass City
Livestock Club, following a practice
established when they first started
exhibiting animals at the Detroit
Junior Livestock Show, showed a
champion specimen at this 4-H exhi-
bition Tuesday for the tenth consecu-
tive year. This time the animal was a
Hereford steer and was awarded the
reserve champion prize. The steer
was the property of Miss Alma
Spencer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Spencer.
Nearly a hundred pupils of the Cass

City High School – 93, to be exact,
have their names on the honor roll
for the second marking period. There
are 22 honor students in the senior
class, 24 in the junior group, 26 in
the sophomore division and 21 in the
freshman class.

Cass City High School’s basketball
candidates have been working out
for the past two weeks in preparation
for their 1939-40 season which
opened Tuesday at Fairgrove. The
lads from Fairgrove presented a fast
passing and blocking attack that
soundly trounced the local boys to
the tune of 34-10 to win their fourth
start of the season. Handicapped by
playing on a small floor and by lack
of experience, the Cass City team
couldn’t get going and were com-
pletely baffled by the well timed
blocking plays of their opponents.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)

Postmaster Corkins has received
notice that the box rent rates at the
Cass City post office will be
advanced commencing with the new
year. The notice comes from the
Third Assistant Postmaster General
and the raise in price for the different
classifications per quarter is as fol-
lows: Call box from 20 cents to 25
cents; Lock box from 35 cents to 45
cents and Lock drawers from 45
cents to 60 cents.
Saturday is tag day in Cass City and

the person who will not allow him-
self to be “tagged” will surely be a
lonesome one. Tag day has been
inaugurated to secure a fund in Cass
City to assist in the purchase of a car-
load of flour which will be sent by
Tuscola county people to the starv-
ing Belgians. Other villagers in the
county have commenced gathering
funds for that purpose, and though
Cass City has a late start, she intends
to enter into the project with her
usual vim and vigor. At a meeting
called by Village President Bigelow
at the Chronicle Wednesday evening,
the local committee decided to place
the sale into the hands of high school
students tomorrow and to place con-
tribution boxes into all business
houses wherein all who desire may
place their contributions.

Dear Santa Claus: I am a little boy
6 years old. I think I have been a
pretty good boy and so am going to
ask you to bring me a big mouth
organ, and a horn with a bell on it,
blocks, a horse and wagon and a top
and I guess a gun. I have a brother,
Harold, H.,  who is 3 years old. He is
a regular cut up, but I like him just
the same. Plese bring him a mouth
organ, top, slate, horn, doll cup and
saucer and a gun. I also have a dear
little sister named Irene Marie. She is
only 11 months old, but is very good
and sweet. Please bring her a rattle
box, a doll and a doll cart, and pretty
ball. Yours truly, Orville E. Quick,
Novesta, Mich. 

(989) 658-8609
www.joessmokinrecipe.com

Custom & Venison Sausage
Made From Your Boneless Meat

Over 20 Different Varieties
& Homemade Sausage
HOURS: Oct. 1 to Dec. 31

Monday-Friday    2 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday             9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday                By appointment
Rest of year by appointment only.
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Judge Gierhart attends
training focused on use
of high-tech evidence

TUSCOLA COUNTY Circuit Court Judge Amy

Grace Gierhart recently utilized a U.S. Department

of Justice grant to attend training at the National

Computer Forensics Institute in Hoover, Ala., to

better understand the legal implications of using

text messages and information from social media

sites as evidence in court.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Texting and social media sites can be a quick and convenient way of com-
municating with friends, family and co-workers, but they’re also increasing-
ly making their way into courtrooms across the country in the form of poten-
tial evidence.
A desire to effectively deal with those types of legal issues recently prompt-

ed Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge Amy Grace Gierhart to return to
“school”.

“New forms of communication technology continue to force judges to
make difficult decisions about what constitutes admissible evidence,” com-
mented Adam Pavlik, Tuscola County deputy court administrator.  “What
does the law require to verify that alleged text messages are authentic?  How
do we know if a printout of a Facebook post is legitimate?”

With those questions coming up more and more during legal proceedings,
Pavlik noted, Gierhart opted to attend a conference Nov. 10-14 on the state
of the art in these technologies at the National Computer Forensics Institute
in Hoover, Ala.  The training was paid for with a grant from the U.S.
Department of Justice.
“There is no question that parties in court want to rely on this kind of infor-

mation more and more in making their case,” Gierhart said.  “When I found
out about the tremendous opportunity to learn about such a topical subject
with a grant paid for by the federal government, I jumped at the opportuni-
ty.”
The five-day program, “Computer Forensics for Judges”, combined hands-

on exercises with lectures to familiarize judges with both the technology and
the manner in which legal concepts apply to the technology.  The training
covered material ranging from recovering information, such as text mes-
sages, Internet posts and email, for use as evidence in court.

“I can’t overemphasize how fantastic and useful this experience was,”
Gierhart said.  “I’m already applying some of the lessons I learned in the
courtroom.

“Judges are expected to do two weeks of continuing education every three
years, and I am always looking for ways to get that in at the least expense to
Tuscola County taxpayers,” she added.  “Being able to get such valuable
training at the Federal government’s expense is a win-win-win for the pub-
lic, the county and the courts.
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Even working part-time, three days
a week, Amend has helped to secure
some $15 million a year in various
benefits for servicemen and women
and their spouses, ranging from serv-
ice-related injury claims to pensions
and education benefits.
But Amend knows he can’t possibly

begin to adequately service the coun-
ty’s veterans now because he often
must travel to serve clients, which
means that while he is on the road,
no one is in the office to answer
questions brought in by veterans,
some of whom are hesitant to ask for
assistance in the first place and will
attempt to do so only once.

“This (millage) would give us two
people to work this office instead of
one,” Amend said, adding one staff
member could be traveling to meet
veterans and assist them in applying
for benefits, while the other would
be in the office five days a week,
available to answer questions and
assist veterans seeking help.

The additional tax revenue would
also enable the office to purchase a
second van to transport more veter-
ans to VA-approved medical facili-
ties in locations such as Bad Axe and
Saginaw as well as Detroit, Ann
Arbor and Battle Creek.

EDC MILLAGE

In addition to providing more sta-
bility in terms of revenue, the pro-
posed EDC millage would pay for an
expansion of staffing – from 1 ½ to 3
½ positions – and augment the
EDC’s revolving and other loan pro-
grams, according to Hoagland.  He
said the millage would enable the
EDC to provide more job opportuni-
ties in the county and, at the same

Continued from page one.

Millages would benefit vets, EDC
time, free up $50,000 the county
annually provides to the EDC —
making up roughly half of the
agency’s annual budget — for other
purposes.

“The last time we had a millage
(that eased funding demands on the
county’s general fund budget) was in
1988 with the first road patrol and
senior citizens millages,” said
Hoagland, who noted Tuscola
County already has among the low-
est allocated millage rates in the
state.
“Like everything else, it takes more

resources to do (everything), but
these are pretty modest millage
amounts.  We’ve done well with
what we’ve had to work with,”
Hoagland added.
Tuscola County EDC director Steve

Erickson said the special levy would
enable his office to better serve resi-
dents while providing a dependable
funding source.  “If approved it
would fully fund the Tuscola County
EDC as well as provide a grant
matching fund of $150,000 for local
municipalities,” he said. 

“When we began in 1982, the
Tuscola County EDC was formed
and supported by our local farmers
and businesses. We provided the
funding they needed to grow in our
county,” Erickson said.  “In the early
1990s the Tuscola County EDC was
expanded to help grow our manufac-
turing base within the county.
Today, we have grown from a board
of 12 to 23 volunteer community
members from throughout Tuscola
County who represent all aspects of
economic development as well as
health care and education.

“In order to assist and grow our
small businesses, the EDC started an
equipment lease program. This pro-
gram allows small businesses to pur-
chase vital equipment through the

Tuscola County EDC, so that their
business can grow and thrive in our
county,” Erickson explained.  “This
program has created and retained
much needed jobs…and provided
$150,000 of funding to our county
businesses.

“Another facet of financial assis-
tance for businesses in Tuscola
County is our Revolving Loan
Program,” he noted.  “This program
offers businesses gap financing to
assist them in growing their busi-
ness.  This program has also retained
and created jobs.

“(We’re) actively involved in meet-
ing the need of growing our energy
infrastructure to meet the current and
future demands of our agriculture
and manufacturers within our coun-
ty.  The EDC is dedicated to working
with our manufacturers to receive
state grants that help them to expand
their operations or purchase new
equipment,” he said.  “Through our
grant writing service we have helped
to raise over $5 million for county,
(and) our new service of creating
master, downtown development
authority, and park and recreation
master plans allows municipalities to
plan for and develop their communi-
ties, downtowns, and park and recre-
ational opportunities. 

Erickson added, “(We’re) seeking a
millage to combine all of our fund-
ing from one source. Currently,
changes within the tax structure cou-
pled with decreases in property val-
ues and loss revenue from the per-
sonal property tax have caused most
municipalities to struggle financial-
ly.  If approved, this mileage would
relieve them of their financial sup-
port to the Tuscola County EDC. It
would also provide them with an
opportunity to receive grant match-
ing dollars for federal and state
grants.”

peaches, pears, raspberries, plums,
grapes and asparagus, all raised on
the family’s 2,200-acre farm.  The
operation also includes a tart cherry
processing plant, fresh apple packing
facility, fresh apple cider facility and
a trucking company.

Continued from page one.

Caro’s Bednarski named new MFB president
Fox succeeds Renee McCauley, a

dairy farmer from Kent County.

Daniels, the new Young Farmer
Program representative on the board,
succeeds Clinton County swine pro-
ducer Caleb Stewart.

Daniels works alongside his wife,
Miranda, managing Bonnie Plants, a

wholesale greenhouse operation in
Gratiot County, producing more than
200,000 flats of vegetable and herb
transplants for distribution to retail-
ers across Michigan.

Both Michigan State University
graduates live in Ithaca with their
sons Kenny and Cody.

Huron County Sheriff: Move over, drivers
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Traffic safety is frequently on
Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson’s mind, but rarely more than
when Michigan’s fall splendor gives
way to snow and ice-covered road-
ways, which means a much higher
risk to the lives of emergency
response personnel in the Thumb.

“During the last few weeks, our
county has seen the unofficial start of
another winter, which comes with

the challenges of driving on slippery
or snowy roadways,” Hanson said.
“Not only are motorists asked to
slow down and to drive with extra
due care and caution, our local tow-
ing services, as well as our county’s
police, fire and ambulance services
want to remind motorists of
Michigan’s ‘Move Over Law’.”

Michigan’s “Move Over” law
requires drivers to move over one
lane, or slow down and drive with
extra due care and caution, if they
can’t move over, when they see a

police car, fire truck or other emer-
gency vehicle on the side of the road
with its lights flashing.   Enacted in
2001 to protect emergency workers,
the law also requires motorists pass-
ing an official roadside emergency to
drive in the lane farthest away or to
slow down.

In 2004, the Michigan Legislature
and then-Gov. Jennifer Granholm
amended the law to include emer-
gency vehicles such as tow trucks
and courtesy vehicles operated by
the Michigan Department of
Transportation (MDOT), placing
them on the same level as police cars
and ambulances.

“Drivers charged with (a) violation
could be guilty of a misdemeanor
punishable by a fine of not more than
$500 or imprisonment of no more
than 90 days, or both,” Hanson
noted.  “However,” he pointed out,
“if a driver causes injury to a police
officer, fire fighter or other emer-
gency response personnel, the penal-
ty raises to a felony violation with a
fine of not more than $1,000 or
imprisonment for not more than two
years, or both.  If a driver causes
death to a police officer, firefighter
or other emergency response person-
nel, they now face a felony charge
with a fine not more than $7,500 or
by imprisonment of not more than 15
years or both.“

“Move over” for safety on
state’s roads: It’s the law
On roads with two or more lanes of travel in the same

direction:

*When approaching a stationary emergency vehicle with its 
emergency lights activated, carefully move over into an open lane.

*If that is not possible due to traffic, weather or road conditions, slow 
down and pass with caution, allowing the emergency vehicle as much
space as possible.

On roads with one lane of travel in each direction:

*When approaching a stationary emergency vehicle with its 
emergency lights activated, carefully move over into an 
open adjacent lane.

*If this is not possible due to traffic, weather or road conditions, slow 
down and pass with caution, allowing the emergency vehicle as much
space as possible.

Q: If I am on a two-lane road and see a police car on the shoulder
and a car is traveling in the opposite direction, what am I supposed
to do?
A: If it is not safe for you to move over into an adjacent lane, then you    
must slow down and pass with caution, giving the emergency vehicle
as much room as possible.

Q: Do I have to move over for a tow truck?
A: Yes, road service vehicles, including tow trucks, are considered to
be emergency vehicles under the law.

Q: If I see an emergency vehicle on the side of the road and it does-
n’t

have its emergency lights activated, do I have to move over?
A: No, you do not have to move over if the emergency vehicle doesn’t
have its emergency lights activated.  However, you should always pass
with caution, giving the emergency vehicle as much space as possible.

Free matinees set in Cass City
The Cass Theatre will be showing two more free matinees, Saturday, Dec.

13, and Saturday, Dec. 20, in conjunction with Cass City’s Christmas in the
Village celebration.

This weekend will feature a showing of “Marmaduke”, and the Dec. 20
matinee will feature “Yogi Bear”.  The movies will begin at 2 p.m. (doors
open at 1:30 p.m.) and are being presented courtesy of Thumb National
Bank.
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If you were to believe today’s
media and the current administra-
tion, one would conclude there is a
crisis of racism in the United States
of America.  If there is (and there
certainly is not), it has been caused
by the race hustlers who have
fomented unrest and division for
their own personal gain.

It is truly sad when American lead-
ers intentionally seek to divide
Americans on the basis of race.
It is particularly tragic because they

have abandoned the Biblical per-
spective that declares there is only

one race — the race of man. We have
all descended from the same man.
We all have the same blood and the
same DNA.  Culture, customs, lan-
guage and geography may separate
the human family, but flesh and
blood is still flesh and blood.  

The great Common Denominator is
Jesus Christ.  He gave Himself up for
the race of mankind.  Galatians 3:28,
“There is neither Jew nor Greek,
there is neither slave nor free man,
there is neither male nor female; for
you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  And
now, the only racial separation to be

found is seen in 1st Peter 2:9, “But
you are a chosen race, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people for
God’s own possession, that you may
proclaim the excellencies of Him
who has called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light.”

It does not matter if you are red,
yellow, brown, black, white, or
polka-dot.  What matters is that you
have joined the chosen race, are one
that stands in “His marvelous light”
and are color blinded by it.

Blessings, and have a merry
Christmas. 

There is only one race -- the race of man
Pastor’s Corner

The Chronicle welcomes your sub-
missions to be published along with
our weekly church directory. Please
submit your letter and a photo of
yourself to
chronicle@ccchronicle.net or Cass
City Chronicle P.O. Box 115, Cass
City, MI 48726 or stop by at the cor-
ner of Oak and Main at 6550 Main
St., Cass City.

To view this article in its entirety,
visit Pastor Gould’s blog at
www.goodasgould.org  

Rev. Todd R. Gould
Evangelical Free Church 

of Cass City

Todd Gould
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ELKLAND TOWNSHIP fire fighters arrived at the scene to find the home

engulfed in flames.  The volunteer crews knocked down the fire in a half hour,

preventing the flames from also gutting an attached garage.

Continued from page one.

Fire guts Cass City area residence Friday

THE ANNUAL Lighted Christmas Parade was again a big hit

among the dozens of area residents who braved chilly tempera-

tures as they awaited the arrival of Santa Claus.

ELLIE ULFIG, 3, daughter of Estee LaFave and Corey Ulfig,

Cass City, was among the first local youngsters to share their

special Christmas lists with Santa and Mrs. Claus at the Cass

City VFW Hall Saturday night.

SANTA made his first appearance in town as he

always does, aboard a Detroit Edison truck at the

end of the Lighted Christmas Parade.
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Christmas in the Village draws crowds in Cass City

There were some tense moments as
Miller’s pickup truck was parked in
front of the residence, but no one
answered the shouts of passerby
Brad Speirs.  Speirs, pastor of the
nearby Novesta Church of Christ,
said he was on his way to Cass City
Junior-Senior High School when he
saw the flames and called 911.  He
attempted to see if anyone was inside
the residence, but was driven back
by the heat.

Word came a short time later that
neither Miller nor Simpson were

home when the blaze broke out,
according to Elkland Township Fire
Chief Glenn Guilds, who noted a
Michigan State Police trooper at the
scene was able to confirm no one
was inside after identifying Miller as
the owner of the pickup truck and
then contacting some relatives.

Miller reported his dog was lost in
the fire along with several puppies.

According to Guilds, fire fighters
traced the origin of the blaze to a
wood burner in the livingroom,
although the exact cause was not
determined.

“Our initial two attack teams did a
great job,” Guilds said.  “They had it

knocked down in 20 minutes and had
it under control.”

The fire chief estimated the loss at
$55,000 to $60,000 for the home and
another $25,000 to $30,000 for the
contents.  Miller was insured.

Elkland Township firemen
remained at the scene for about two
hours.  They were assisted by the
Elmwood Township-Gagetown and
Kingston fire departments.

Family and friends have set up an
online account to benefit Miller and
Simpson.  Residents can make a
donation by logging onto the website
www.gofundme.com/ibm6r4.
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SUPER SALE

CALL
989-325-1270

2007 Polaris Indy 500 LX
Electric Start

Reverse
Low Miles
$2,650

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
600 SDI Blizzard

Electric Start
Reverse

1+1 Seating, Pipe,
Cover & More
$3,600

2007 Ski-Doo MXZ 
500SS Adrenaline

Reverse
Cover

$2,800
R & R Trailer

Ask for details!
$4,900

4-place Aluminum
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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Cass City chili champs (again)

THE ELKLAND Township Fire Department, a

perennial Cass City chili champ, claimed the

Christmas in the Village crown again Saturday.

CAROLYN WESTERBY (left) accepts Chemical

Bank’s second-place chili award from event organ-

izer Amy Peters of Knights Insurance, Cass City.

ANDERSON, Tuckey, Bernhardt and Doran PC,

represented above by Angie Burnett (left) and Val

Hartel, took third place.

WINNING THE service club chili crown was the

Lion’s Club, represented above by Don Warner.
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