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SIGNS OF THE fall harvest are everywhere this time of year in the Thumb.

This photo was taken along Deckerville Road near Cemetery Road and, at

first glance, appears to be a field of giant marshmallows.  Actually the white

objects are plastic-covered cylinders of hay silage called “baleage.”  The plas-

tic is used keep the hay in good condition for an extended period of time.

World’s largest S’mores?
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School officials scrambling
to retain substitute drivers

Mi-Tech lauded by village officials

CLINTON COUNTY Sheriff Wayne Kangas

(right), presents Tuscola County Sheriff Lee

Teschendorf with this year’s Crime Fighter

Award.                                   

TOP COP
State group honors Tuscola County
sheriff with Crime Fighter Award

Fight Crime: Invest in Kids Michigan – a statewide crime prevention
non-profit organization led by more than 500 of Michigan’s best-known
police chiefs, sheriffs, prosecutors and crime survivors – honored
Tuscola County Sheriff Lee Teschendorf with Fight Crime’s prestigious
“Crime Fighter Award” during a recent training conference.

Clinton County Sheriff Wayne Kangas, the statewide co-chairman of
Fight Crime: Invest in Kids Michigan, presented the award to
Teschendorf, saying, “Preventing crime at the front end is in each com-
munity’s best interest and in the best interest of our children.  I am hon-
ored to convey Fight Crime’s 2014 ‘Crime Fighter Award’ to Tuscola
County Sheriff Lee Teschendorf for his outstanding support and leader-
ship on behalf of prevention.”

“Sheriff Teschendorf’s leadership on prevention included: meetings
with State Rep. Terry Brown (D-Pigeon) on numerous occasions over
the past five years while Rep. Brown chaired the K-12 Budget and sat
as a member of the subcommittee, and co-hosting a meeting with
Congresswoman Candice Miller (R-CD 10) and area law enforcement
leaders to thank her for her support for early education and care and
their important benefits to children and society,” Kangas said.

“He also signed on to several letters to key lawmakers that led to the
$130 million increase in the state-funded preschool to ensure that all
eligible Michigan children have access to high-quality preschool.  This
is important as the research shows that at-risk kids who have high-qual-
ity preschool are more socially, emotionally, and cognitively prepared
when they enter kindergarten.  In the long run as compared to similar
kids who lacked the preschool experience, they graduate on schedule,
go on to more vocational training or college, have higher-paying jobs,
and own their own homes.

“Lee’s work has helped to set an agenda that is tough on crime, both

Local council race set,
3 seeking school seats

HANNAH RUSSELL, pictured above getting

her face painted, dressed up as a Starlight Witch

for last week’s annual AAUW Halloween

Carnival, which netted roughly $650 for local

projects. (See story, page 8)Please turn to page 2.

Heated races for House
and Senate seats up to
Thumb voters Nov. 4

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Cass City Board of Education
and the Cass City Village Council
will each welcome at least one new
face following the Tuesday, Nov. 4,
general election, although voters will
only be deciding a race for a council
seat.

In the local school district, incum-

bent trustees Alice Zaleski, currently
board vice president, and Dave
Osentoski, board treasurer, are seek
reelection to four-year terms, while
newcomer Stacey Bliss is seeking
the third available term.  Board
Secretary Sloane Stimpfel opted not
to seek reelection.

On the village council, meanwhile,
President Carl Palmateer is running

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Months of intense campaigning for seats representing Thumb residents in
Lansing will come to an end next week as voters head to the pools during
the Tuesday, Nov. 4, general election.
Among the races affecting Cass City area residents is a battle featuring two

newcomers vying for the 84th District State House seat representing Tuscola
and Huron counties and currently held by Pigeon Democrat Terry Brown.
The candidates are Republican Dr. Edward J. “Ned” Canfield, a Sebewaing

family physician who defeated six other candidates in the August primary

Cass City Tourney Champs - Page 9
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by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel’s
general report on the state of student
transportation in the local district
turned into a brief discussion
Monday night focused on ways to
lure and retain substitute drivers, an
issue schools are struggling with
across the region.

“We are running short of drivers.
Any suggestions (on ways to attract
additional drivers), I am open to,”
Hartel said during the Cass City
Board of Education’s October regu-
lar meeting.  

“We are in desperate need of substi-
tute drivers.  This is a problem all
over the Thumb,” added Hartel,
whose duties include serving as the
Cass City Public Schools’ trans-
portation director.  “I don’t want to
say we’re at a ‘critical stage’, but we
are getting there.”

Hartel suggested that board mem-
bers consider upping the pay scale
for drivers and possibly offer some
sort of insurance plan.  He also
agreed with a board suggestion that
offering a stipend to drivers who
remain with the district throughout
the school year might accomplish an
adequate supply of personnel.

Transportation is big business for
schools, and few districts in the
Thumb compare with Cass City
when it comes to geographical bor-
ders.  Cass City’s bus routes reach as
far east as Arnold/Bad Axe roads, as
far west as Colling Road, as far north
as Sebewaing Road, and as far south
as Legg Road (south of Caro and
Marlette) – roughly 200 square
miles.

The district owns 13 buses and
manages eight routes, according to
Hartel, who noted the oldest buses
(substitute buses) range in model
year from 2000 to 2005, while the

Please turn to page 6.

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tuscola County’s “Exporter of the
Year” was recognized by local offi-
cials Monday, highlighting a brief
gathering of the Cass City Village
Council.
Six businesses were recently recog-

nized for their expertise in exporting
from the I-69 Thumb Region, which
includes Genesee, Lapeer, Huron,
Sanilac, St. Clair, Shiawassee, and
Tuscola counties, according to
Tuscola County Economic
Development Corporation (EDC)
Executive Director Steve Erickson.

More than 170 business, civic and
education leaders participated in the
program, which encourages export-
ing as a path towards diversification
and growth.

The first-place winner for Tuscola
County was Mi-Tech Tooling, Inc. of
Cass City. Brad Langenburg, MI-
Tech representative, accepted a
plaque for the award during the
council’s regular monthly meeting.

“Businesses honored have taken
advantage of the growth opportuni-
ties that exporting can provide in a
significant way,” said Erickson who
noted LMT Group of Caro and U.S.
Manufacturing, of Vassar placed sec-
ond and third, respectively, in the

prestigious award program.
Mi-Tech Tooling, Inc. relocated to

6215 Garfield Ave. in Cass City last

year to expand its business, formerly
located in Caro. The local manufac-

Please turn to page 6.

Ebola scare has hospital preparing for worst

Page 4

Imagination Library delivers 100,000th free book!

Page 16
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Josette Buerkle and Joshua Horst
were joined together in marriage on
August 15 at Fort Gratiot County
Park. 
Josette is the daughter of Raymond

and Deborah Buerkle of Sandusky.
Joshua is the son of Randall and
Kathleen Horst of Sandusky.  

Maid of Honor was Melinda
Nowiski.  Matron of Honor was
Caitlin Priess.  Bridesmaids were
Charisse Mitchell, Abbey
Armstrong, Samantha Ridley, Mia
Horst, Jennifer Lentner and Amanda
Briggs.  Flower girls were Ella
Schroder, Claire Schroder and
Sophie Horst.  Best men were Justin
Horst and Jonathon Horst.
Groomsmen were Travis Gutc, Matt
Armstrong, Casey Jensen, Dale
Hendra, Corey Buiting and Chad
Leonard.  Ushers were William
Lentner and Austin Buerkle.

Robert Bashur

Robert Edward Bashur, 64, of Cass
City, died Monday, October 20, 2014
in United Hospice of Marlette
Residence Center.  He was born
February 5, 1950 in Detroit to
Edward Henry and Evelyn (Marte)
Bashur.    

He married Deborah M. Allen
October 7, 1972 in Emmanuel
Lutheran Church, Dearborn.  

Bob attended Northern Michigan

ORGANIZERS OF Pinktober – A Community with a Cause recently

announced this year’s Pinktober art project winners, whose talents will be on

display at the Artistic Endeavors Gallery in Cass City through the end of the

month.  The winners are (from left) first place — Connar Majeski, second

grade; second place – Clair Walker, kindergarten; and third place – Caleb

Loomis, third grade.

University for two years then
Madonna University where he
received a certificate in Security and
Loss Prevention.  He worked for the
City of Detroit as a Detroit Police
Officer for 29 years.  He worked as a
part time police officer in Caro for a
few years and 15 years as a 911
Dispatcher for Tuscola County.  Bob
enjoyed watching movies and cook-
ing.  He was an animal lover, a gadg-
et lover and loved his work.  

Bob is survived by his wife,

Deborah; children:  Elizabeth of
Pittsburgh, PA, Anna of Austin, TX
and Michael of Gates Mills, OH;
brother, Gary (Linda) Bashur of
Wixom; many nieces and nephews.  

Funeral services were held
Thursday, October 23 in Kranz
Funeral Home Cass City with Debra
L. Kranz, Funeral Service Celebrant
officiating.    

Memorials may be made to United
Hospice of Marlette Residence
Center.  Family and friends may
share memories, prayers and stories
with the family at www.kranzfuner-
alhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home, Cass City.

Buerkle, Horst 
exchange vows

Joshua and Josette Horst

at the front-end and at the tail-end,”
Kangas added.

Teschendorf said he was “pleasant-
ly surprised” by the honor.

Teschendorf has served with the
Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department for 41 years.  His tenure
includes nearly six years as sheriff.
Before that, he was jail administrator
for 20 years, a promotion he accept-
ed after 13 years as a road patrol ser-
geant.

Continued from page one.

Sheriff Lee
Teschendorf
recognized
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

I’ve got a list for that

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Take another look
at your medicines
Many parents may not know it, but the medicine cabinet

in their own homes could spell serious trouble.

The risk for someone experimenting with prescription

drugs – especially young people – has been around for

many years, but Department of Community Health

(MDCH) officials are hoping to raise awareness of the

problem by launching a new website to increase public

awareness of the risks and potential harm associated with

misuse of prescription and over-the-counter drugs, and to

provide everyday steps individuals can take to address the

issue in their families and communities.

Do Your Part: Be the Solution is a multifaceted approach

to addressing prescription drug misuse and abuse across

Michigan.

We applaud the effort, especially in light of the growing

popularity of heroin among young drug addicts who start

out abusing prescriptions such as Oxycodin or Vicodin,

but later resort to a cheaper although more dangerous

high with the unpredictable street drug.

Everyone has a role to play in the solution as we address

prescription drug misuse and abuse in Michigan, accord-

ing to MDCH officials, who say their news website offers

practical steps that everyone can take immediately to

monitor the medications in their homes, understand the

risks of sharing prescription medications, and properly

dispose of medications when they are no longer needed.

Experts say the non-medical use or abuse of prescription

drugs is the fastest growing drug problem in the United

States, and prescription medication is the second most

commonly abused category of drugs. Opiate overdoses,

once almost always due to heroin use, are now increas-

ingly due to the abuse of prescription painkillers. In 2012,

941 Michigan residents died due to unintentional drug

poisoning.

According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human

Services, every day an average of 2,000 teenagers nation-

wide use a prescription drug for the first time without a

doctor’s guidance. Oftentimes, teens are accessing these

drugs in their own homes. It can be as easy as opening a

cupboard, drawer or medicine cabinet.

In addition, the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA)

cites prescription opioid abuse as a common first step to

heroin use. Recent research by NIDA indicated that

almost half of the young heroin users who injected heroin

reported they used opioid pain relievers before the started

using heroin.

Do Your Part: Be the Solution addresses the issue of pre-

scription drug misuse and abuse using a multi-pronged

approach including educating communities and the gen-

eral public, providing guidance and resources to the med-

ical community and other professionals, and linking to

information on proper disposal to reduce the impact on

the environment.

Area residents can start by checking out the Do Your

Part: Be the Solution website at www.michigan.gov/doy-

ourpart.

Hopefully, you’ll never look at your own medicine cabi-

net the same way again.

Paul Chappel was an invited guest to Saturday’s
Michigan State-Michigan football game in East Lansing.
The former Cass City dentist and Marlette High School
basketball star was among the members of the 1967
Spartan championship basketball squad that was honored
during the annual rival game.

Chappel says he was treated like royalty for the entire
weekend that ended with a shindig at current MSU bas-
ketball Coach Tom Izzo’s home.

Yep, that’s the Chappels – Susie and Paul –pictured
below with Izzo and his wife, Lupe.

**********

Chappel wasn’t the only Thumb athlete being wooed at
Spartan Stadium over the weekend. Cass City High
School junior Mason Erla was also an invited spectator
to Saturday’s whipping as he joined other MSU baseball
prospects on the sideline for a close-up view of the
action.

**********

Speaking of college athletes, Cole Israelson, 2012 Cass
City grad, has been awarded a spot on the Central
Michigan University basketball team. After being red
shirted for his freshman season, the former Greater
Thumb West big man will wear number 55 for the
Chippewa’s in 2014-15.

**********

When I pointed out last week that the salmon fishing on
the Manistee River, according to guide Chad Betts, was
nearly zilch this fall, Dave Weiler was quick to point out
his older brother, Terry, also a professional guide on the
state’s west side, averaged a catch of nearly 6 salmon per
day — 228 fish — in 39 days of fishing the Manistee.

Looks like I might need a new fishing partner.

**********

Lynn Hayward has stepped down as manager of the
Tuscola County Airport in Caro, but still remains part of
the airport as an administrative assistant. Chris
McCollum, a certified flight instructor and pilot, is the
new manager.

The duo work well together, recently teaming up with
the Tuscola County courts to begin utilizing persons with
community service requirements to help reduce the cost
of grass cutting, snow removal and repairs at the airport.

**********

Did you know Daylight Savings Time was instituted
in the United States during World War I in order to save
energy for war production by taking advantage of the
later hours of daylight between April and October? 

Well, now you do. So don’t forget to set your clocks
back one hour on Sunday, Nov. 2, when you hit the hay.

**********

We’d like to offer kudos to Joe Merchant, commander
of VFW Post 3644, Cass City, following his recent
appointment as a special aide-de-camp to VFW National
Commander-in-Chief John Stroud.

“Your department commander recommended you for
this honorary appointment due to your outstanding serv-
ice to posts and/or your department, going above and
beyond the call of duty,” John E. Hamilton, adjutant gen-
eral, wrote in a congratulatory letter to Merchant.

Chronicle readers may recall that Merchant was named
a state VFW commander earlier this year after VFW Post
3644 received an All-State Award during the 87th annu-
al State Convention Awards Meeting in Flint.

I am an A-lister. 
And a B-lister. And a 1, 2, 3 lister. 
And so on.
A. I make lists. B. I compose lists. C. I put lists togeth-

er. D. I enlist lists. 
My daily to-do directions tell me what to do.

Sometimes I take my list from the morning and do a
complete rewrite after lunch. I’ve been known to write,
“Make list for Tuesday” on Monday’s list. It’s that bad.
(Or good, depending on your opinion of lists.)
I’ve been a registered pro-lister since at least 1993 – for

a number of reasons.
1. Lists tell me where to go and what to do. If I didn’t

have that, I might not get to the place where I am sup-
posed to be. I might forget to do something meant to be
an integral part of my day, like going to the dentist or
(horrors) scrubbing a toilet. Instead I’d stay in bed and
forget to eat breakfast. Lists keep me on track. 

2. Lists provide opportunity. If an item is on your list,
logic dictates it is a legitimate and prioritized activity. If
you want to eat chocolate after lunch (or for lunch),
include Hershey’s on your list. Likewise with taking a
nap, watching kitten videos on YouTube or scrolling
through vast amounts of Facebook entries. It is your
duty to complete the listings on your list; you might as
well make a few of them enjoyable. You can thank me
later.

3. Napping notwithstanding, lists help me sleep. Ever
wake up in the middle of the night and become plagued
by all the things you hope to accomplish in the coming
day? Me neither. If I don’t have a written list, the mid-
dle of the night mental one can keep me awake and alert
for hours. I find keeping a pencil and paper by the bed-
side helps me sleep better. Or at the very least provides
a groggily written, illegible directive to decipher over
morning coffee.

4. Lists give a visual reminder of productivity. When
you complete a task (this part is very important) you get
to cross that item off your list. It’s a fundamental human
truth: there are few things in life as rewarding and satis-
fying as crossing an entry off your to-do list. Well,
except for chocolate. Or maybe a combination of the
two. Imagine savoring a bite of a bon bon while simul-
taneously crossing it off your list. Nirvana. 

5. We now come to the importance of list content and
increasing crossing opportunities. If I have three loads
of laundry on a Tuesday, I could simply write “Laundry”
on my list. That would be so wrong. I would spend hours
hobnobbing with the dirty clothes before getting to cross
the L-word off my list. When composing list content, it
is prudent to maximize the crossing potential. An A-lis-
ter like myself knows how to expand list capacity so
opportunities for crossations are multiplied. 
For instance, one load of laundry equates to four entries

on my list: 1. Wash 2. Dry 3. Fold 4. Put away. Three
loads equals 12 crossportunities. It’s smarter than new
math. 

You can imagine how similar amplification can be
achieved with other household chores. Office and work
tasks can likewise be outnumbered. Play it right and
you’ll spend more time crossing than working. There’s a
goal that’s a bigger priority than any item on anyone’s
list.
6. One last piece of list advice for copious crossing
opportunities: include items you’ve previously complet-
ed for the sole purpose of crossing them off. Ingenious,
I know. You might think this sounds like cheating, but it
isn’t. You’ve done the chore. You deserve to take credit
for your efforts on a list somewhere (and leave it out on
the kitchen table for your family to see later).

7. I guess that sums it up. Lists can be helpful for

numerous reasons. I probably could list them here. Then
again, I believe I just did.

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. You can read more and
follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook.
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Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and tele-
phone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to
call for verification, but won’t be used in the news-
paper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clari-
ty.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific
nature, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $19 per insertion. There is
a $4 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.

As it has been said,
freedom is not free
Editor, 

Soon it will be gun season
and the conscientious
objectors among us will be
killing every deer they see.

Meanwhile, the other
Americans will be protect-
ing the country from dan-
gers both foreign and
domestic.

Due to the high cost of
raising and educating chil-
dren, the other Americans
can no longer have large
families.  It’s not an eighth
grade world anymore.

The other Americans do
not use their faith as a
marketing tool to peddle
goods and services.

I am proud and grateful
to all the other Americans
who care enough about
our country to go to the
polls and vote, and put on
a uniform to serve.
As it has been said, free-

dom is not free.

Respectfully,
Kathy Newell
Deford

State Sen. Mike Green
1010 Farnum Building

P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

mgreen@senate.michigan.gov
(517) 373-1777

Contact 
your elected

officials
State Rep. Terry Brown

S1188 House Office Building
P.O. Box 30014

Lansing, MI 48909-7514
terrybrown@house.mi.gov

(517) 373-0476
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Circuit court news

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Joel J. Louchart, 40, Birch Run,
pleaded guilty to a charge of deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana June
27 in Juniata Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Russell L. Ewing, 60, Vassar, was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $298 following his convic-
tion on a charge of attempted viola-
tion of the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to verify

his sex offender information with
local law enforcement last May in
Vassar Township.

*Tyler J. Vandemark, 30,
Laingsburg, pleaded no contest to
operating a motor vehicle while
impaired and larceny in a building
Aug. 3 in Koylton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$100.  Sentencing is to be scheduled.

*Cyle A. Eddy, 27, Caro, pleaded
guilty to possession of marijuana,
subsequent offense, March 27 in
Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Malcolm V. Maitland, 35,

Kingston, pleaded no contest to
charges of interfering with electronic
communications and assault or
assault and battery July 26 in
Kingston.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Teresa A. Shaft, 47, Unionville,
was ordered to pay costs and fines
totaling $948 plus attorneys fees of
$500 following her plea of guilty to
possession of marijuana, subsequent
offense, March 24 in Caro.

*Isaiah N. Moses, 16, Vassar, was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $948 following his plea of guilty
to criminal sexual conduct, third
degree, April 22 in Vassar.

(989) 658-8609
www.joessmokinrecipe.com

Custom & Venison Sausage
Made From Your Boneless Meat

Over 20 Different Varieties
& Homemade Sausage
HOURS: Oct. 1 to Dec. 31

Monday-Friday    2 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday             9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday                By appointment
Rest of year by appointment only.
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Ebola scare has Hills and Dales
officials preparing for the worst

Ebola has been at the forefront on
the news for weeks now, with both
national and statewide health care
systems reviewing their plans should
they come into contact with a patient
who presents symptoms of the dead-
ly disease.

“Hills and Dales General Hospital
is one of those hospitals.  After the
initial confirmed case of Ebola, the
Infection Control team for Hills and
Dales jumped into action to ensure
we are prepared should the need
arise,” said Danielle Blaine, the hos-
pital public relations director.

“All staff members have gone
through new training, and we have
developed new plans of action
should we see a patient with symp-
toms,” Blaine added.

“Community members should
remember that no Ebola cases have
been seen in Michigan.  The Ebola
virus is currently in three West
Africa countries of Guinea, Liberia
and Sierra Leone. It is recommended
that people should avoid non-essen-
tial travel to those countries,” Blaine
noted.

She also reminds area residents of
the following vital facts:

• Ebola is not spread through casu-
al contact, but through direct contact
with the blood or body fluids
(including but not limited to feces,
saliva, sweat, urine, vomit, and
semen) of a person who is already
sick with Ebola.
• The virus in blood and body fluids

can enter another person’s body
through broken skin or for example,
the eyes, nose, or mouth.

• Symptoms of Ebola include a
fever (greater than 100.5°F) and
additional symptoms, such as severe
headache, muscle pain, vomiting,
diarrhea, abdominal pain, or unex-
plained bleeding or bruising.
• Residents who have recently
returned from West Africa and devel-
op a fever should contact their
healthcare provider immediately. If
symptoms are present and the patient
has traveled from an Ebola-affected
country in the last three weeks, the
patient should be properly isolated.

For the most updated information
about Ebola, visit the website,
www.cdc.gov.

������
��������
�������
�	

�������

������		�������
������������
�����������

���
����
���	���

�����������������������
����� ������������

THE CASS CITY Class of 1948 along with the Friends of the Library recent-

ly donated the funds to purchase a new chair from Schneeberger’s, Cass City,

for the children’s section at Rawson Memorial District Library.  Pictured

above are (from left) Betty Russell, Lois Sugden, Pat Wells and (seated) Ed

Golding, a member of the class of 1948.

Area residents are invited to attend
a “meet and greet” at the office of Dr.
Arshad Aqil, M.D., in Caro to wel-
come new Nurse Practitioner Becky
Fredenburg, FNP.

The reception is slated for today
(Wednesday) from 5 to 7 p.m.

Before earning her Master of
Science Degree from Saginaw
Valley State University, Fredenburg
worked as a registered nurse for 13
years.  She is certified to diagnose,
treat and manage diseases as well as
write prescriptions and coordinate
referrals.

Fredenburg is a member of the
American Association of Nurse
Practitioners.  

Area residents

welcome new 

staff FNP for

Dr. Aqil’s office

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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(MACUL) and supported by AT&T,
the event provides a venue for stu-
dent groups to set up computers and
displays to show Michigan legisla-
tors how technology is being used in
the classroom to facilitate learning.
There will be 2 separate demonstra-
tion sessions, from 9:30 to 11:30
a.m. and 1 to 3 p.m. “We’re headed
down there for the afternoon ses-
sion,” said Cass City Middle School
Career Pathways/Technology
instructor Linda Volz, who will
accompany eighth grade students
Chantell Toner, Sarah Howard,
Candice Marks and Carl Nicol.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
A Kingston area homemaker is the

newest $50,000 grand prize winner
in the Michigan Lottery’s weekly
“Fame and Fortune” TV game show.
“I was shocked,” Vicky Wilcox, 40,
remarked following taping of the 30-
minute show at WDIV-TV, Channel
4, in Detroit Friday. ‘It’s like a
dream. It still feels like I’m in it.”

The third annual Thumb National
Bank Scratch Bowling Tournament
was held at Charmont Lanes with
approximately 40 bowlers compet-
ing for cash prizes. Joining past win-
ners was Rick LaRue of Saginaw,
who walked away with nearly $500
for his first place finish. LaRue aver-
aged 241 during the one-day event.
Rodney Hood of Caro finished third
in the bowling tournament at
Charmont even though he posted a
300 game to earn a place on the
lane’s honor roll.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)
Four members of the Cass City

Red Hawks were named to the 22-
man Thumb B Conference all-con-
ference football team by a vote of the
coaches. Quarterback Rusty Hoag
and End Ken Martin were named on
the offense and Mike Vatter, line-
backer, and Jack Groombridge, inte-
rior lineman, were honored on
defense. League champion Caro
dominated the selections with six
players on the two teams. In addition
to the first team selections Tim
Fahrner was named to the second
team on offense. Receiving at least
one vote for honorable mention sta-
tus from Cass City were Bob O’Dell,
Tim Sontag and Jim Nicol.
Dr. Hoon Jeung moved to Cass City

in 1976 and has never regretted com-
ing to what he terms a progressive
community. Dr. Jeung had complet-
ed a wide ranging medical career
before coming to Cass City. A
Korean by birth, Jeung started his
career there. He graduated from
Korean University Medical School
in 1966 and served at Yonsei
University Hospital. His wife, Yun,
supervises the office in addition to
work as a housewife. The couple has
two children, Andrew, 11, and
Jeffrey, 6, both attending Cass City
Schools.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)
Organizational changes in effect at

Walbro were announced this week
by L.E. Althaver, executive vice-
president of the company. One was
the establishment of the Automotive
Products division, Victor Guernsey
is the vice-president, sales, of the
new division. Howard Bacon is in
charge of engineering and produc-
tion and Alton O’Connor is chief
engineer. The division sells electric
fuel pumps, a vibration analyzer and
an engine heater. In other changes
announced by the board, the board
appointed Bacon and Donald N.
Arndt, corporate vice-presidents.

All of us have someone we admire
above everyone else we know.
Generally, it’s someone we know
well and too often take for granted.
For Vern McConnell of Dodge Rd.,
that person is his wife. “I admire her
the most,” the quiet-spoken
McConnell says, “It’ll be 50 years
next June that we’ve been married
and I’d have to say she’s the one I
admire above all others.” McConnell
says she has had a lot to put up with
all those years but has come through
without a complaint. “She takes care
of us when we’re sick and she does a
good job when we’re well, too,” he
adds. The McConnells have raised
four daughters and three sons. They
have 21 grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. McConnell,
who has lived in the Cass City area
most of his 78 years, has celebrated
only 19 birthdays. He was born Feb.
29, 1896.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)
Those who like to quaff beer or

wine in bars will be able to do so on
Sundays hereafter in Tuscola
County. So ruled a majority of coun-
ty voters Tuesday. After a decade or
more of battering at the strong
citadel of no-beer-in-bars-on-Sunday
held by the drys, the wets finally
won their battle. And they have done
so with at least a good majority.

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

5 YEARS AGO (2009)
For the past 2 weeks the Cass City

volleyball team has played their best
ball of the year under rookie Coach
Vanessa Sutton, to end the regular
season. Monday the Red Hawks took
their show to a new level at the
Michigan High School Athletic
Association’s Class C district tourna-
ment in Bad Axe, shocking Greater
Thumb West (GTW) rival Elkton-
Pigeon-Bay Port in straight games.
The conference runner-up Lakers,
who defeated Cass City twice during
GTW action before the district open-
er, had no answer for a balanced Red
Hawk offense and bowed 25-22, 25-
22 and 25-15. 

My neighbor, Ed Knight, has
enjoyed success with Tom Craig
hunting near his cabin in the vicinity
of Fish Point, where bag limits often
were the result of the day at the
Crown Royal Lodge. Knight says his
Cass City neighbor, Ron Wilson,
bagged his limit over the weekend
while hunting out of Saginaw Bay.
The duck population is up 30 percent
from a year ago, according to
Knight. (From Rabbit Tracks by
Clarke Haire)

10 YEARS AGO (2004)
It was warm, it was windy, it was

wonderful for all Cass City fans. The
Red Hawks defeated favored Birch
Run in their first game ever in the
pre-district playoffs Saturday, 22-8.
The Hawk line played well, includ-
ing Brad Severance who filled in for
injured Paul Hoelzle. Severance
came up from the undefeated junior
varsity team and was playing in the
first varsity game in his career. Cody
Halasz rushed 11 times for 89 yards.
Nick Stoutenburg carried 10 times
for 79 yards and Dustin Bitzer, 8
times for 49 yards. On defense,
Bitzer had 9 tackles and Brad
Langenburg and Jarod Stoutenburg,
8 each.

Red Hawks Cameron Lautner and
Kyle Reif qualified for the Division
3 cross country state finals with a
pair of splendid showings Saturday
at regional competition in Bad Axe.
Both sophomore runners recorded a
top 5 finish on the day. Lautner
crossed the end line in a time of
18:01, good for third place, while
Reif’s time for 18:05 resulted in fifth
place. The best 15 individual times,
along with the top 3 teams, will
make the trip to Brooklyn Saturday.

Nearly 80 schools from throughout
Michigan, including Cass City
Middle School, will participate in the
fourth annual Student Technology
Showcase at the State Capitol
Building in Lansing. Presented by
the Michigan Association for
Computer Users in Learning

And I thought

I was cynical... 

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

And I thought I was cynical.
Shortly after completion of another successful pumpkin launch in conjunc-

tion with Cass City’s month-long Pinktober – A Community with a Cause
observance, organizers posted a Facebook message recognizing all those who
took part in the event.

What seemed like a simple act of courtesy and appreciation was met by a
response from a gentleman that ticked me off.
There are times when how you say something is much more telling than your

message, but in this case, the guy struck a nerve on both counts, starting by
asking how much of the money organizers received was actually going to fight
cancer.

He obviously hadn’t done his homework. Otherwise he would have known
the pumpkin launch was simply a fun activity created in conjunction with the
community’s Pinktober festivities.

He then launched into a diatribe evidently sparked by opinions expressed on
a website questioning the validity of pink-themed cancer awareness cam-
paigns.  I can’t recall his exact words, but he implied that such promotions only
serve to make pharmaceutical companies richer, and do virtually nothing to
actually impact cancer research.
Local Pinktober organizers attempted to shift the focus of the conversation to

the motivation behind Pinktober – increasing awareness and generating a few
bucks to help the cause – but this guy was having none of it, basically accus-
ing organizers of ignoring the “real facts” in his views.

That’s when I stepped in a bit, suggesting this guy’s real truth was based on
the opinions spouted by a website (not sure if he missed this newsflash, but
most folks have dismissed the idea that if information is posted on the Internet,
it must be true).

Of course, the website he was referring to may be legitimate and is basing its
statement on proven fact.  Or maybe not.

I’m certainly not naive enough to dismiss the likelihood that some unscrupu-
lous folks are making a dime on the whole “think pink” promotion.  But what
really bothered me was his assumptions that the almighty dollar was at the
heart of Cass City’s Pinktober observance.  

Organizers attempted to set him straight by pointing out the local promotion
“is mostly based on participation and support from the entire community.  Our
local businesses sponsor almost all the events and then they are held free to the
community.  We support everyone in our community as, unfortunately, cancer
touches everyone’s lives.”

Well said, although it may have fallen on deaf ears.
Just the same, I suggested that he was all wet when he implied that such

observances are all about drawing attention to the communities that host them.
Cass City had more than its share of reasons to be proud long before a hand-

ful of volunteers decided to organize Pinktober, although the annual fall obser-
vance has certainly become one of those reasons — not necessarily because
friends and neighbors participate in activities that raise money for the
American Cancer Society, but because the community is motivated by caring,
compassion and a desire to take care of its own.

R.M. Hunter of Third Street was
overwhelmingly elected as Elkland
Township Clerk in the only contest-
ed township election Tuesday.
Hunter, who was appointed as the
township clerk in August, received
an unofficial count of 555 write in
votes to take the election. His only
announced competition for the
office, Willis Campbell, received
148 write in votes. James Gross
received one write in vote and
Harold Perry received two write in
votes.

The fire department undertook two
missions of mercy last week by
delivering water to farmers whose
pumps had broken down and whose
cattle were thirsty. The department
sent its 1,200 gallon tanker to the
farm of Richard Schuette, 5061
South Elkton Road, on Wednesday.
On Monday, the tanker was again
sent out, this time to water the cattle
of Earl Chambers on the Huron Line
Road. “It’s a service we do,” Chief
Nelson Willy said, “to help farmers
who haven’t been able to get their
pumps fixed in time and have a large
herd of cattle to water.”

Major Raymond L. Parker, an Air
Force Reserve officer in Gagetown,
has recently been appointed as a liai-
son officer for the United States Air
Force Academy. Major Parker will
represent the Academy in the
Gagetown area by providing infor-
mation and counsel to young men
who are interested in applying for a
cadet nomination. He will furnish lit-
erature to guidance counselors in
local high schools and be available
to meet with interested students.
Major Parker attended Aviation
Cadet Pilot Training School. He was
a fighter with the 13th Air Force in
the Pacific during World War II.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)
John H. Kercher believes that age

does not depend upon the years, but
upon the temperament and health.
Possessing a jolly disposition and
being both healthy and unusually
active, he is 80 years young, not old.
It is not by the grey of the hair that
one knows the age of the heart, and
though he reached his 80th birth
anniversary yesterday, Mr. Kercher
has not learned to relax and take life
easy. He still takes keen interest in
his work and in local and world
affairs.  He married Miss Louisa
Merklinger at Milverton, Ontario,
March 9, 1886. In 1887, they came
to Elkton, Michigan, which at that
time had only two houses, both
roughly hewn. He built a residence
there in the fall of ’87, and engaged
in carpenter work, erecting many
houses and large barns in and around
Elkton and Pigeon. In 1901, he again
decided to make Michigan his home
and came back to Elkton. He built
seven different residences in and
near Elkton which he sold. He con-
structed the first Evangelical Church
in Elkton in 1888 and rebuilt it in
1898. In 1913, it was destroyed by
fire and he again helped to rebuild it
as it now stands. He served as an
usher in the church for many years.

George Albert Striffler completed
40 years in the farm implement busi-
ness in Cass City, and instead of
repeating the tasks which have been
his for two score years, he took the
day off and went pheasant hunting
by way of celebrating.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
Saturday was one of the best busi-

ness days that Cass City merchants
ever enjoyed and at least three mer-
chants claim that that day’s trade was
the best in the history of their busi-
ness careers there. Buyers came from
all directions to make their fall and
winter purchases of clothing,
footwear, foodstuffs and other neces-
saries and the streets were crowded
by the large number of people.
The Cass City Tigers won their sec-

ond game from the Bad Axe
Independents Wednesday afternoon
at the county seat town at a score of
20-7 which indicated the relative
merits of the two teams. The local
team kept the ball in the Bad Axe ter-
ritory practically all the time.
Edgerton made the first touch down
for Cass City on a buck through cen-
ter and their second and third touch
downs were made by Orr and
McGeorge through the fumbles on
forward passes by Bad Axe. Miller
kicked goal twice for the locals.
Bert Mead is developing into a hus-

tling automobile salesman. He is
now in the employ of the Lehr Motor
Co. of Bismark, N.D., and during
September sold nine Overland cars
at retail and 15 Overlands on con-
tract. He won second prize among 25
Overland salesmen in a sales contest.

A glance through the reports at the
local G.T. depot show heavy traffic
was billed from Cass City for the last
week in October. Compared with the
same period in 1913, the amount is
three times larger.
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newest buses range from 2004 to
2011.  Cass City also owns and
insures three vans and two pick-up
trucks.

During the 2013-14 school year,
Cass City’s regular bus fleet (nine
buses) traveled 157,888 miles, con-
suming more than 19,800 gallons of
gas, or an average of just under 8
miles per gallon.

Cass City transports roughly 400
students – about 38 percent of the
district’s student population – each
school day.

Hartel told the board that general
funding transportation last year
totaled roughly $380,000, including
nearly $17,000 related to athletics.

School scrambling to keep drivers
Continued from page one. IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business Monday night, the
board:

*Heard from Cass City PTO offi-
cers Mandy MacAlpine, president,
Carrie Luana, treasurer, and Kristie
Warren, secretary, who briefly out-
lined the volunteer organization’s
efforts to assist with funding a wide
variety of school related
programs/expenses over the course
of the past year.

The PTO has contributed an
impressive $10,000-plus, including
several thousand dollars in staff
requests to cover costs related to
school supplies, field trips, computer
software, playscape upgrades and
student reward programs.  The figure
also includes four scholarships total-

ing $2,000.
MacAlpine indicated the Cass City

PTO is actively recruiting new mem-
bers and would welcome anyone
interested to attend one of their
monthly meetings.  The next session
is scheduled for Tuesday, Nov. 18,
starting at 6 p.m. in the elementary
school library.  Residents can learn
more by checking out the groups
Facebook page.

*Was reminded that the annual
Tuscola County Fall School Board
Dinner will be held today
(Wednesday) from 6 to 8 p.m.

*Briefly discussed annual superin-
tendent and school board member
evaluation forms, which board mem-
bers were asked to complete and
return by are slated to be completed
and returned by Nov. 8.

turer employs 30 people.
Turning to public service commit-

tee matters during the 25-minute
meeting, Trustee Jenny Zawilinski’s
motions to approve payments to
Syn-a-gro Central, LLC, and
Dultmeier Sales Davenport, Inc.
were unanimously approved. 

Syn-a-gro Central, Maryland, will
receive $10,522 for work performed
at the Cass City Wastewater
Treatment Plant, where 253,000 gal-
lons of bio-solids were treated and
then spread over 30 acres of land
owned by an area farmer.

Dultmeier Sales, Nebraska, is to
receive $11,408 for the purchase of a
car and equipment wash system.
Zawilinski says the power washer
had been budgeted for several years,
and money is available for the sys-
tem in the 2014 spending plan. 

Cass City Department of Public
Works (DPW) Supt. Gary Barnes
reported he has had a difficult time
finding a wash system that would fit
the village needs – one capable of
washing large trucks and equipment
and still be used on police cars and
smaller equipment.
The system should make it easier to

maintain the many pieces of equip-
ment used by DPW workers, accord-
ing to Barnes.

In a personnel and public safety
committee issue, Trustee Kevin
Israelson’s motion to advertise to
receive sealed bids for a 2010 Ford
Crown Victoria Police Interceptor
was approved.  Officials will open
bids Nov. 19.  The vehicle has
97,260 miles and is silver birch
metallic in color.

OTHER BUSINESS

Also Monday, the council:
*Learned Ron Guinther’s request

for an ordinance allowing utility
vehicles and ATVs to use public

Local manufacturer earns prestigious award
Continued from page one. streets to exit Cass City has been

denied. Unfortunately, Village
Manager Peter Cristiano says, the
liability to the community would be
too great.

*Received, accepted and filed the
financial statements ending Sept. 30,
2014, with a cash balance of

$1,805,011.
*Approved the re-appointment of

Russ Biefer to the Rawson Memorial
District Library Board for a four-
year term effective Jan. 1, 2015.

*Learned Clerk/Treasurer Nanette
Walsh is a certified Passport
Application Acceptance agent.

Montgomery contributes 
to latest “Chicken Soup 
for the Soul” publication

New book released nationwide this week

Faithful readers of the Cass City
Chronicle are familiar with Tom
Montgomery’s work as a writer, but
the veteran Thumb journalist recent-
ly expanded his resume a bit with the
publishing of a story he authored for
the latest of the Chicken Soup for the
Soul book series.

The book, entitled “Chicken Soup
for the Soul: Find Your Inner
Strength”, was slated to hit book-
shelves nationally this week
(Tuesday, Oct. 28).

“Pull yourself up, dust yourself off,
and play the hand that you’ve been
dealt,” actress Fran Drescher wrote
in the foreword of the new release.
“It’s through the rough spots that we
see what kind of stuff we’re made
of,” she said as she discusses how
being a cancer survivor has changed
her life.  “I’ve emerged out of the
other side an activist, philanthropist
and an environmental-
ist…Sometimes the
best gifts come in the
ugliest packages.”

Drescher’s story and
101 others are included
in the book, all inspir-
ing examples of
resilience, positive
thinking and overcom-
ing challenges, accord-
ing to Chicken Soup for
the Soul Publisher Amy
Newmark.

“We are all stronger
than we think we
are…when we have to
be,” Newmark said.
“You will find the
encouragement and
courage you need to
overcome your own
challenges as you read
the stories from these
inspiring role models
who show you how
they used the strength
that was already inside
them to successfully
handle immense chal-
lenges in their own lives.

“This is one of the most powerful
collections of stories we have pub-
lished in our 21-year history,”
Newmark wrote in introducing the
book.  “I am thrilled to introduce you
in these pages to some of the most
inspiring people you’ll ever meet.”

Montgomery’s story, one of thou-
sands submitted to the publisher for
consideration, is entitled “His Way,
Not Mine”.
“The piece focuses on the hell I was

living through during my last days as
a practicing alcoholic, and how seek-

ing out the God I had walked away
from years earlier made it possible
for me get – and stay – sober,”
Montgomery explained.  “It’s a dark
story, but it has a happy ending.

“That was nearly three years ago,”
he said, “and there hasn’t been a day
since that I haven’t thought about
how much I have to be grateful for,
including what I consider to be one
of the best jobs around – telling oth-
ers’ stories in a close-knit communi-
ty where the level of compassion for
others continues to amaze me.”  

A Grand Rapids native and Central
Michigan University graduate,
Montgomery moved to the Thumb in
1986 after working as a staff writer
at the Leelanau Enterprise and
Tribune in Leland for one year.  He
has been with the Cass City
Chronicle for 28 years, most of that
time serving as the newspaper’s edi-

tor.  He has earned several Michigan
Press Association awards during his
career in journalism, is a past
Michigan Farm Bureau Agricultural
Communicator of the Year, and was
named the CMU Journalism
Department’s Alumnus of the Year in
2009.

Montgomery and his wife, Deb,
who is employed by DaVita
Corporation as an acute dialysis
R.N., recently moved from Cass City
to the Deford area.  They have four
grown children and nine grandchil-
dren.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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successful, to grow or increase; to
thrive!

God wants to show up, show off,
and show out in and through you. He
wants to bless you so you can be a
blessing to others. God is a good
God, the devil is a bad devil. Your
Bible says, every good and perfect
gift comes from Him. He loves
answering your prayers and blessing
His children.

In John 10:10 the Bible says, “The
thief cometh not but to steal, to kill,
and to destroy. I have come that they
might have life and life more abun-
dantly.”

Do you know Jesus Christ? Is he
just your Savior or is he your LORD!
Are you plugged into a local church
under the authority of a Pastor? Are

Pastor’s Corner     

Hello Everyone,
My name is David Wilczynski. I am

the Senior Pastor and Founder of
Anchor Cove Outreach Church
located in Caro.

God is so awesome and is doing
such great things in my life and in
the lives of others today!
My Bible still says that Jesus Christ

is the same yesterday, today and for-
ever. At Anchor Cove we believe that
and are seeing it manifest before our
very eyes. God desires the very best
for his children. He wants to bless us
and prosper us in every area of our
lives, but we have to let Him. We
have to get in agreement with his
Word, believe it, and apply it to our
lives. God’s Word, the Bible
(Believer’s Instructions before

Is Jesus in your life?
Leaving Earth), is our life manual.

I am what his Word says I am. I
have what His Word says I have, I
can do what His Word says I can do.
The Bible is God speaking to me. If
you want God to speak to you, get
into the BIBLE. Read it out loud,
meditate on it, and practice it. Run to
the Word of God before you run to
anything else. Give it first place in
your life.

The word of God says, in John 1:2,
“Beloved, I pray that you may pros-
per in ALL things and be in health,
just as your soul prospers.”
Prosperity is not limited to financial
prosperity. We are to prosper physi-
cally, emotionally, and spiritually as
well. The Webster’s 1828 Dictionary
defines prosper as: to favor, to rend David Wilczynski
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you finding your purpose in your
local church and serving others?
What you make happen for others,
God will make happen for you.

I would encourage you to get
plugged in at a local BIBLE believ-
ing church in the area. Anchor Cove
Outreach Church is located at 201 E.
Sanilac Rd., Caro, MI 48723.
Service times are Sundays at 9:30
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. Anchor Cove
also has a 12-Step Christian
Recovery Program called Celebrate
Recovery that is for any hurt, habit,
or hang-up.

Celebrate Recovery meets every
Friday night at 7:00 p.m.
www.anchorcoveoutreachchurch.co
m.
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Annual AAUW carnival nets $650
Members of the Cass City/Thumb

Area Branch of the American
Association of University Women’s
(AAUW) hosted another successful
Halloween Carnival Thursday at
Cass City Elementary School.

The annual family event/AAUW
fundraiser is designed for students
ages 12 and under, with many arriv-
ing dressed in costume while being
accompanied by parents, grandpar-
ents and other family members.  

“Excitement filled the air as stu-
dents participated in Creepy Creek,
Stomp, Plinko, Alley Oops, and a
variety of other games,” AAUW
member Judy Brown said.  “The Fish
Pond and Sucker Pumpkin were pop-
ular as students walked away with
sweet treats and other treasures.
Many children also enjoyed colorful
face painting.”

In their 4th year of partnering with
AAUW, local Boy Scouts and Cub
Scouts operated the spook house —
the most popular attraction.  “This
gave scouts and their parents an
opportunity to provide a service
activity while generating a little rev-

enue to cover their costs,” Brown
noted.

“This activity is yet another exam-
ple of the volunteerism that is very
much alive in Cass City,” she said.
“Volunteers from AAUW operated
the carnival, while several junior and
senior high school students enthusi-
astically assisted in setup and run-
ning games.  Without their assistance
and the support of the Cass City
Public Schools this event would not

be possible.”
Preliminary numbers showed that

the AAUW netted about $650 from
the carnival, according to Brown,
who said attendance appeared to be
one of the best in recent years.

Proceeds from the event will be
used to help fund educational pro-
grams for the Cass City Public
Schools, as well as the AAUW Paint-
In held in conjunction with Cass
City’s annual Freedom Festival.

unopposed for another two-year term.
There are four candidates seeking three available four-year terms as village

trustees, including incumbents Marilyn Biefer and Donald B. Richards.
Also vying for the seats are challengers Stephen D. Erickson and the Rev.
Mark Karwowski.  Incumbent Trustee Kevin Israelson is not running.

MILLAGE RENEWAL

Cass City School District voters will also be asked next week to secure a
vital piece of the district’s annual revenue package via the proposed renew-
al of an 18-mill non-homestead tax.

Cass City School Supt. Jeff Hartel has been making the rounds at local
service clubs and other groups in an effort to explain the tax and the fact that
it will not affect residents’ tax bills.  In fact, the 18-mill levy is a renewal for
the next 10 years, 2015 through 2024, that will be assessed only on non-
homestead properties (industrial and commercial along with some agricul-
tural property and second homes).  Primary family residences are not affect-
ed.

The non-homestead millage is a requirement of Proposal A, the state’s
school funding structure requiring that the 18 mills on non-homestead prop-
erty cannot be collected unless it comes before voters in an election.
“We’re not asking for a new millage or bond,” said Hartel, who pointed out

the amount of funding at stake is significant – roughly $770,000 annually.
“If we don’t get it, our district’s bankrupt in two years,” he added.

Council seat race on tap
Continued from page one.

Voters to decide state races
Continued from page one.

election to advance to next week’s
election; and Ubly native and
Democrat David Jaroch.
Canfield is a U.S. Navy veteran and

longtime small business owner.
Jaroch, a retired educator who
emerged victorious from the primary
over challenger Richard Badger,
Mayville, has served on both the
Ubly Village Council and Huron
County Board of Commissioners.

Brown, who could not seek reelec-
tion due to term limits, will square
off against incumbent 25th District
Senator Phillip Pavlov, a St. Clair
Republican, next week.

Brown is currently serving his third
and final term as 84th District repre-
sentative.  Before that, the ordained
minister worked for the Huron
Intermediate School District for 23
years, starting as a social worker and
eventually becoming principal of the
Huron Learning Center.  Pavlov, first
elected to the Senate in 2010, cur-
rently serves as assistant majority
floor leader.  He previously served
three terms as the state representa-
tive in District 81.

The 25th District encompasses
Huron, Sanilac and St. Clair counties
along with Armada Township,
Richmond Township, Memphis City
and the city of New Baltimore, all in
northern Macomb County.

31ST DISTRICT

In the 31st Senate District, first-
term Senator Mike Green (R-
Mayville) defeated two opponents in
the primary to advance to next
week’s vote and will face off against
Bay City Democrat Ron
Mindykowski in his bid for another
term in Lansing.

The district is currently comprised
of Arenac, Huron, Sanilac, Tuscola
and Bay counties, but due to redis-
tricting will be composed of Tuscola,
Bay and Lapeer counties.

Green previously served Thumb
residents as the 84th District state
representative from 1995 through
2001.  He defeated Republican chal-
lengers Kevin Daley and Jeffery
Phillips in the primary to advance to
next week’s vote.

In other state races, Republican
Gov. Rick Snyder, Ann Arbor, faces
a challenge from Democrat Rick
Schauer of Battle Creek; Republican
Terry Lynn Land, Grandville, is
being challenged by Bloomfield
Township Democrat Gary Peters for
the U.S. Senate seat currently held
by Carl Levin, who has reached his
term limit; and Democrat Chuck
Stadler of Vassar is challenging
Republican incumbent Candice S.
Miller, Shelby Township, for the
10th Congressional seat.

TUSCOLA COUNTY

Tuscola County’s lone county board
of commissioner’s race next week
pits incumbent Republican Thom
Bardwell against Democratic chal-
lenger Rick Jonas in District 2.

Bardwell, a longtime Ellington
Township resident, is a five-term
county commissioner who has
served as board chairman for the past
four years.  Jonas, a county resident
since 2006, cites experience that
includes work in Home Chore
Services with the state of Michigan
since 2008, and Payee Financial
Services from 2002 through 2013 for
recipients of SSI programs.

District 2 is comprised of Almer,
Ellington, Novesta and Kingston
townships.

County residents will also decide
the winner of a race for a Tuscola
County Road Commission Board
seat now held by Jack Laurie, a life-
long Tuscola County resident, farm
and longtime Michigan Farm Bureau
officials.  Robert Worth, a former
Millington Township supervisor and
current township trustee, is challeng-
ing Laurie for the six-year term.

MADISON KEMP proudly displays her butterfly

face painting at the AAUW Halloween Carnival,

held Thursday at Cass City Elementary School.
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By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County voters will decide a race for a new circuit court judge dur-
ing the Tuesday, Nov. 4, general election.

Gerald M. Prill, 45, a Bad Axe attorney, and Huron County Prosecutor
Timothy J. Rutkowski, 47, Ubly, are vying for the job now held by the
Honorable Judge M. Richard Knoblock, who is retiring after 36 years on the
bench.
Prill is a partner at Ferris, Schwedler & Prill, Bad Axe, and has been a prac-

ticing attorney for more than 17 years, based in Huron County and former-
ly in Genesee County.

Rutkowski is a lifelong Ubly resident whose career as an attorney spans
nearly two decades, including stints in the prosecutor’s offices in Tuscola
and Sanilac counties.  He has served as Huron County prosecuting attorney
for the past five years.

Prill, Rutkowski vying
for Huron Co. bench
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ELECTION NOTICE 
 

To the qualified electors of the County of Tuscola notice is hereby given that a  
General Election will be held in Tuscola County on  

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2014 
 

The following offices will be submitted to the electors at the General Election on Tuesday, 
November 4, 2014: 

 
Candidates of the Republican Party, Democratic Party, Libertarian Party, US Taxpayers Party, Green Party and 

Natural Law Party and candidates without party affiliation who seek election to the following partisan offices are to be 
voted for:   Governor and Lieutenant Governor, Secretary of State, Attorney General, U.S. Senator, Representative in 
Congress, State Senator, Representative in State Legislature, Member of the State Board of Education, Regent of the 
University of Michigan, Trustee of Michigan State University, Governor of Wayne State University, County Offices and 
Township Offices.   

Candidates seeking election to the following nonpartisan offices are also to be voted for at the November 4, 
2014 General Election: Justice of the Supreme Court, Judge of Court of Appeals, Judge of District Court, School Board 
Members and certain Village Offices. 

 

The following propositions will be submitted to the electors at the General Election on 
Tuesday, November 4, 2014: 

AKRON TOWNSHIP  
ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE MILLAGE PROPOSAL RENEWAL  

Shall the limitation of the amount of property taxes which may be assessed each year against property in the Township of Akron, 
County of Tuscola, State of Michigan, be renewed for a period of four (4) years:  2014 through 2017 inclusive, up to 1.8730 mill on 
the valuation of the taxable real and personal property situated in the Township of Akron, County of Tuscola, State of Michigan, said 
millage to be used exclusively for ROAD CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE, as provided for by Section 6, Article 9 of the 1963 
Constitution of the State of Michigan?  This proposal will raise in the first year of the levy an estimated sum of $176,509.54 and a like 
amount in subsequent years. 

DAYTON TOWNSHIP 
ROAD MILLAGE RENEWAL 

Shall the previously voted increase in the 15 mill tax limitation imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution of 
general ad valorem taxes within Dayton Township be renewed at one mill ($1.00 per $1,000.00 of taxable value) for the period of five 
years, 2014 through 2018 inclusive, for sole and exclusive purpose of repair and maintenance of roads within Dayton Township and 
shall the Township levy such renewal in millage for the said purpose, thereby, raising the first year an estimated $48,600.00? 

 
INDIANFIELDS TOWNSHIP 

FIRE PROTECTION RENEWAL PROPOSAL 
Shall Indianfields Township renew up to .75 mills ($0.75 per $1,000.00 of taxable value) in the tax limitation imposed under Article IX, 
Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution and levy it for four (4) years 2015 through 2019 inclusive for Fire Protection, thereby raising in the 
first year an estimated $48,021.00. 

INDIANFIELDS TOWNSHIP 
ROAD IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE PROPOSITION 

Shall Indianfields Township impose an increase of up to one (1) mil ($1.00 per $1,000.00 of taxable value) in the tax limitation 
imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution and levy it for four (4) years, 2015 through 2019 inclusive, for road 
improvement and maintenance?  The increase would result in an estimated revenue of $64,028.00 in the first year that the millage is 
levied. 

MILLINGTON TOWNSHIP 
AMBULANCE AND INHALATOR SERVICE MILLAGE 

Shall the 15-mill tax limitation imposed under Article IX, Sec. 6 of the Michigan Constitution on all taxable real and tangible personal 
property within the Township of Millington, Tuscola County, Michigan, be increased for said Township in an amount not to exceed .3 
mill ($.30 on each $1,000 of taxable value) for a period of seven (7) years, 2015 to 2021 inclusive, to provide funds for providing 
ambulance and inhalator service; and shall the Township levy such new additional millage for said purpose?  The estimate of the 
revenue the Township of Millington will collect for this purpose if the millage is approved and levied by the Township in the 2015 
calendar year is approximately $31,000. 

VILLAGE OF MAYVILLE 
STREET MAINTENANCE MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

Shall the millage for the Village of Mayville, Tuscola County Michigan, be increased by two (2) mills ($2.00 per one thousand dollars), 
to provide funds for street maintenance and repair within the Village, for five years, 2015 through 2019, which levy will raise in the 
first year of the levy the estimated sum of $29,370.00. 

 
CASS CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

OPERATING MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL 
EXEMPTING PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE 
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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CARO POSTAL worker Bev Tietz delivers one of the Great

Start Tuscola Imagination Library books to recipient

Johanna Herron. Also pictured are Great Start

Collaborative Director Suze Walker (second from left) and

Johanna’s mother, Amanda Herron.

Imagination Library
Great Start Tuscola delivers 100,000th free book

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A great example of the strength of
community cooperation is being cel-
ebrated throughout Tuscola County.

The Great Start Tuscola
Imagination Library (GSTIL) recent-
ly delivered its 100,000th free book
to a child in the county.

The local effort was originally
launched in conjunction with the
national Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library program, with the GSTIL
delivering free books to children
under the age of five who live any-
where in the Tuscola County
Intermediate School District (TISD),
according to Suze Walker, Great
Start Collaborative director.

“Dolly Parton started the program
in 1995 in her hometown of
Sevierville, Tenn., but we learned of
it locally in the fall of 2008,” Walker
noted.  “Our first free books were
delivered to children living within
the TISD in January 2009.”

Walker said although participation
and support has grown steadily
since, the program is still one of the
“best kept secrets” in the area.

“Registered children ages from
birth to five years old monthly
receive a free book that is both gen-
der neutral, and also age-appropri-
ate,” Walker explained. “There is no
cost to the parents or guardian of the
children, and there are no income
guidelines that a family has to meet.

“If you live in TISD with children
within that age range, you qualify.
And if there are multiple children in
a family in that age range, they each
receive their own set of books.”

Support from Tuscola County citi-
zens and businesses have steadily
grown, as news about the positive
outreach has spread.

“People are realizing what a fantas-
tic opportunity this is to help fami-
lies in their own communities,”
Walker said. “When we started in
January 2009, we had 611 registered
children.  Since the beginning of
October this year, we’ve already had
2,015 children graduate out of the
program (by turning five years old),
and currently our average delivery is
1,700 books monthly.

“The fact that such grassroots
efforts can have this much effect so
quickly – well, it’s just awesome,”
she added.
The books that children receive free

are full-sized, and in a bookstore
could easily be priced out of a fami-
ly’s reach.

“The main reason Dolly Parton
founded the Imagination Library is
because she was raised in very mod-
est conditions, and she knows how
things such as children’s books
would be beyond the reach of many
households,” Walker said.

“Study after study has proven the
importance of a parent reading to a
child, starting right at infancy,” she
added.  “Building a child’s language
skills is foundational to that child’s
other learning developments.”

The act of receiving a book itself
can be an exciting time for a partici-
pating child, since the book arrives
in the mail in the child’s own name.
Program enrollment is always open.

To register a child, email the group at
greatstarttuscola@gmail.com, or call
(989) 673-2144 (ext. 30302).
Registration is also available online
at: www.imaginationlibrary.com.

The local program depends on the
generosity of community residents
and businesses in order to operate.
Donations can be sent to: GS
Imagination Library, Tuscola
Technology Center, 1401 Cleaver
Rd., Caro, MI  48723.
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THE PINKTOBER – A Community with a Cause obser-

vance in Cass City means area residents are again seeing the

community’s traveling toilet as part of the effort to “flush

away cancer.”  Above, Hugh, 11, Claire, 5, and Oliver

Walker, 4, the children of Ryan and Rebecca Walker,

recently discovered the pink potty in their yard.  Hosts of

the toilet donate $20 to have it moved to another location.


