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HIGHLAND PINES staffer Anna Laming (from
left) and students Madison Rondo and Ryan
Sherman enjoy a hayride during the school’s annu-
al field trip to Doug Kramer’s farm just south of
the village of Kingston.

ALY LANGENBURG and Jacob Davis proved to
be talented anglers.

CASS CITY’S BLAINE deBeaubien (above, sitting) underwent his first haircut in three years Thursday
night at Rolling Hills Golf Course, where Cass City Chronicle Publisher Clarke Haire did the honors.
deBeaubien, president of the Cass City Lions Club, turned the trim into a fundraiser a month ago, selling
60 tickets for $10 each for a raffle in which the winner would be allowed to lop off his locks.  Marty
Osentoski was the winner but was unable to attend, and runner-up Tom Craig also couldn’t make it, so
Haire agreed to lend a hand Thursday.  The $600 in proceeds from the fundraiser will go to sight-related
Lions Club projects in Cass City, while deBeaubien donated his hair – all five ponytails worth – to the
Children With Hair Loss organization.

Hair today...

State confirms
enterovirus in
25 individuals
in Michigan

Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) offi-
cials have been notified by the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) that 25 patients
out of 34 persons tested so far are
positive for enterovirus D68 (EV-
D68).

Most were hospitalized and one
patient, a child less than one year of
age from Washtenaw County, devel-
oped lower extremity paralysis.
The United States is currently expe-

riencing a nationwide outbreak of
EV-D68 associated with severe res-
piratory disease. Michigan has seen
an increase in severe respiratory ill-
ness in children across the state, and
the department is working with the
CDC, Michigan local health depart-
ments and hospitals to monitor the
increase.

Enteroviruses are very common
viruses; there are more than 100
types. It is estimated that 10 to 15
million enterovirus infections occur
in the United States each year.
Symptoms of EV-D68 infection can

include wheezing, difficulty breath-
ing, fever and racing heart rate. Most
people infected with enteroviruses

Please turn to page 4.

Youth + Science
Deford 4-H club inviting kids to “put science to work” Oct. 17

Churches to host “meet
the candidates” forum

Kramers welcome Tuscola County pupils “down on the farm”

Cass City’s enrollment drops by just 5 kids

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Highland Pines School students
recently took a trip “down on the
farm”, thanks to Doug Kramer, who
has annually welcomed the youths to

his 55-acre spread just south of
Kingston for the past few years.
Kramer says the two-day fall event,

partially sponsored by the Caro
Arbor of Gleaners, Mayville Lions
Club and some area businesses, is
designed to get the kids out of the

classroom and into an informal envi-
ronment where they’re invited to
take in all the sights, sounds and
smells of a farm.

In other words, the goal is to treat
them to a few hours of fun, including
a cookout.

We’ve been doing this for about 5
years,” Kramer said.  “All the kids
come in and take a hay ride, catch a
fish, there’s a petting zoo” brought in
by Ron and Lawanda Adamczyk,
also of Kingston.

“It’s quite a project,” he acknowl-
edged.  “The Highland Pines staff
are just a bunch of super people.
They’re a pleasure to work with,
right down to the aides and bus driv-
ers.  They’re extremely cooperative.
It takes a lot of volunteers — they
have to have a lot of staff for the
kids.

“It’s just a real nice operation, and
that’s why we keep doing it,”
Kramer continued.  “And the kids
just really love it.”
Tracey Henry, principal at Highland

Pines, agreed.
“We send about 200 kids – 100 each

day – (and) the opportunity is phe-
nomenal for our kids because very
few get the opportunity to fish and
even fewer get the opportunity for

hay rides,” Henry said.
“We try to get them out into the

community as often as we can, and Please turn to page 8.

it’s very important that they experi-
ence it,” added Henry, who noted

This election year promises to be very competitive and dynamic.  With con-
tested races at the county, state and federal level, it’s especially important
that voters are informed when casting their ballots in November.

A multi-denominational group of church pastors has organized a
“Christians Meet the Candidates Forum” to provide area residents with a
chance to meet and ask questions of candidates seeking public office.

The non-denominational event is slated for Monday, Oct. 27, at the Living
Waters Chapel in Caro, 650 South Hooper St.  The doors will open at 6:30

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Mark and Patricia Hansen have
spent years sharing their passion for
STEM (Science, Technology,

Engineering and Math) with Tuscola
County youth.

In fact, the Deford area couple not
only serve as leaders of the Deford
Dazzlers 4-H Club, they also organ-
ized and guide a select group of club

members whose combined skills
have taken them to the national Team
America Rocketry Challenge
(TARC) in The Plains, Va., three
times in as many years, finishing as
high as 10th place with model rock-
ets they designed, built and repeated-
ly tested themselves.

Now, the Hansens are looking to
encourage more young people to
explore science by hosting a county-
wide National Youth Science Day for
kids ages five to 19.  The event is
slated for Friday, Oct. 17, starting at
7 p.m. at the Deford Community
Church on Kingston Road in Deford.
The theme will be “Rockets to the
Rescue”.

“We are utilizing the 4-H National
Youth Science Day curriculum and
project this year to promote STEM
in Tuscola County,” Mark Hansen
explained.  “The focus of the pro-

gram is to introduce students to the
science methodology and give them
a hands-on experience putting sci-
ence to work.
“With this introduction, we are hop-

ing students will become interested
in STEM and pursue careers in sci-
ence.  The need for STEM covers a
multitude of career options all the
way from microbiology to aerospace
engineering and everything in
between,” he said.  Hansen added,
however, “Students don’t necessarily
need to pursue STEM careers to ben-
efit from the problem-solving and
critical thinking skills developed by
participating in these programs.
These skills are valued in all walks
of life.” 

4-H National Youth Science Day
(NYSD) is designed to be an excit-
ing, interactive learning experience

Please turn to page 8.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Cass City School officials are used
to biting the bullet when it comes to
counting kids.

However, that wasn’t necessary fol-
lowing last week’s biannual
statewide enrollment count, which
revealed the local district’s student
numbers dipped by only 5 students,
from a K-12 total of 1,063 pupils a

year ago to 1,058 last week.
“I’m happy with (that).  It’s the

least amount of kids we’ve lost in
many years, that’s for sure,” Cass
City School Supt. Jeff Hartel said,
adding “We’re used to seeing a

three- to four-percent drop – 20 to 30
kids.”

And the future looks promising,
according to Hartel, who noted the
district is now seeing a trend in
which incoming pre-school and

kindergarten classes are outnumber-
ing graduating classes, which should
translate into a gradual increase in
enrollment.

Last week’s official count was
almost identical to the numbers
Hartel reported during the Cass City
Board of Education’s Sept. 22
monthly meeting, when the enroll-
ment totaled 1,059 kids, with 570
students in the elementary grades
and 489 at the junior-senior high
school.  The figure included 99
Schools of Choice students.  
School officials anticipated a loss of

20 students when the adopted their
2014-15 budget July 1, which trans-
lates into roughly $145,000 in state
revenue.  The loss of five students
would equal about $36.250.
Hartel said the surplus will likely be

used to cover the cost of an
additional half-time special educa-
tion teacher hired last month, along
with expenses related to replacing
the roof on the district’s transporta-
tion building.

In spite of the good news regarding
enrollment, state officials last year

Please turn to page 6.
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Dorothea Quick

Dorothea Ann Quick, 93, of
Midland, formerly of Cass City, died
Sunday, September 28, 2014 in
King’s Daughters Home, Midland.
She was born August 10, 1921 in
Gagetown to Arthur and Edna
(Wood) Clara.  

She married Basil W. Quick May
23, 1941 in Cass City.  He died
December 23, 1992.

Dorothea graduated from Cass City
High School in 1938.  She graduated
from Tuscola County Normal in
1939 and completed her education at
Central Michigan University in
1965.  Dorothea taught at rural
schools in Huron and Tuscola
County.  She retired from Cass City
School District in 1980 and contin-
ued her desire for community service
by volunteering in the high school
library.  Dorothea enjoyed reading,
music, gardening, antiques, gems
and minerals and she enjoyed watch-
ing the birds.  She and her family
were grateful for the wonderful care
Dorothea received from the people at
King’s Daughters Home.  

Dorothea is survived by her daugh-
ter, Judy Zak of Midland; grandson,
David (Lindy) Zak of Midland; great
grandsons:  Easton and Landon;
many nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her
son-in-law, Bob Zak; infant brother;
brother, Arthur Clara; sister, Jean
Reid.
Private family services were held in

Kranz Funeral Home, Cass City with
the Rev. Jackie Roe of Cass City
United Methodist Church officiating.
Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to the
King’s Daughters Home in Midland.
Family and friends may share mem-
ories, prayers and stories with the
family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home, Cass City.
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George Hock

George Edward Hock, 83, of
Cadillac died peacefully in Munson
Medical Center, Traverse City fol-
lowing an unexpected stroke Sunday,
October 5, 2014.  He was born April
18, 1931 in Harper Hospital in
Detroit the fourth of five sons born
to William Louis and Mabel May
(Campbell) Hock.  He was named
after two favorite uncles, George
Hock and Edward Hock.  He married
Carol Cool November 7, 1998 in
Cadillac.    

George moved to South Lyon with
his family in 1942.  He graduated
from South Lyon High School in
1950.  He served in the U.S. Army,
stationed in Germany during the
Korean War.  He remembered his
military service fondly.  George had
a great love of life.  He loved playing
hockey and baseball with his broth-
ers and neighbor friends as a young
man.  George worked for the Huron
Clinton Metropolitan Park Authority
as a heavy equipment operator for 19
years.  He also owned his own jani-
torial service in Romeo and Almont.
He loved history, Detroit Tiger
Baseball and oil painting.  George
had many hobbies over the years
including collecting toy construction
equipment, N gauge railroad trains,
model airplanes and sailboats.  He
had a great sense of humor and loved
silly practical jokes.  Most important
to him was his wife Carol and how
happy she made him and how much
fun they had together.  Also, the love
for his dogs could not be equaled.
You rarely saw George without his
dogs.   

George is survived by his wife,
Carol: children:  Debra (James)
Kranz of Cass City, Wendy Haley of
Cleveland, TN; Lisa Nelson of
Cadillac; grandchildren:  Angela
(Stuart) Ridpath, Brandon Nelson,
Adam Kranz, Lydia Haley, Audrey
Haley, Melissa Haley, Kathryn
Haley; great grandchildren:  Grace
Ridpath, Haidyn Nelson, Jack
Ridpath, Owen Ridpath; brother,
James (Shari) Hock of Kalamazoo;
many nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his

Irene Mioduszewski

Irene J. Mioduszewski, 88, of Cass
City, formerly of Clinton Township,
passed away Thurs., Oct. 2, 2014 at
Courtney Manor, Bad Axe.

Irene was born June 1, 1926 in
Hamtramck, the daughter of the late
Frank and Julia (Dziedzic)
Machowski. She married Louis
Mioduszewski in Roseville on
March 1, 1953. 

She worked as a clerk/typist for
Wayne County, was a member of the
Hills and Dales Auxiliary and the
Cass City VFW 6344 Ladies
Auxiliary. She volunteered at the
Rawson Memorial Library for many
years, and enjoyed doing needle
work, cooking, painting, clogging
and loved her family.

Irene is survived by her loving hus-
band of 61 years, Louis, children,
Louis (Margaret) Mioduszewski of
Washington Township, Karen Leal
of Cass City, Michael (Betty)
Mioduszewski of Dexter and James
(Joan) Mioduszewski of Sterling
Heights. 13 grandchildren and 14
great grandchildren, and two sisters,
Jane (the late Walter) Ochalek of
Madison Heights and Marie Daniel

Shelby Peters

Shelby Ann Peters, 56, of Cass City,
died Saturday, October 4, 2014 in
her home.  She was born September
9, 1958 in Edison, Georgia to
William Powell and Betty (Wade)
Powell.   She married Michael Roy
Peters on July 7, 1995 in Sandusky,
Michigan.

Shelby graduated from Pontiac
Northern High School in 1977.  She
worked as a custodian for several
years at Brown City Schools before
starting at Lear in Marlette where
she worked for 10 years.  Her most
recent employment was at Grupo in
Marlette.  Shelby was a people per-
son and loved spending time with
her family and friends.  She enjoyed
cleaning, hunting, fishing, gardening
and spending time outside.  Shelby
loved to play Bingo and enjoyed her
visits to the Casino.  

Shelby is survived by her husband,
Michael; children: Melissa (fiancé,
Brad Roberts) Jordan of Cass City,
Preston (Kristina) Jordan, Jr. of Clio,
Angela (Steven Tubbert) Jordan of
Ypsilanti, Michael Peters, Jr. of Cass
City; grandchildren: Christopher
Jordan, Zachary Jordan, Abagail
Jordan, Kyle Jordan, Gracie Jordan,
Lilith Jordan, Marley Tubbert;
father, Roy Koop; brothers: Richard
Powell of Pontiac, Tommy Powell of
Cass City; sister, Pauline (John)
Fitzpatrick of Cass City; several
nieces and nephews.  She is preced-
ed in death by her mother, Betty
Koop; father, William Powell; sister,
Betty Novak; brother, Dennis
Powell.

Visitation will be held from 2 p.m.
to 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, October 7, in Kranz
Funeral Home of Cass City and from
10 a.m. to 11 a.m. on Wednesday,
October 8, in Kranz Funeral Home
of Cass City.  The funeral service
will be held at 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday, October 8, in Kranz
Funeral Home Cass City with Pastor
Wendy Orzel officiating.    

Memorials may be made to the
Family Discretionary Fund.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.
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brothers: William Hock, Donald
Hock, and Robert Hock.

Visitation will be held from 2 p.m.
to 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, October 8, in Peterson
Funeral Home – Cadillac and from
12 p.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, October
9, in First Covenant Church –
Cadillac.  

The funeral service will be held at
1:00 p.m. Thursday, October 9, in
First Covenant Church, Cadillac
with the Rev. Greg DuBois officiat-
ing.    

Interment will be in Maple Hill
Cemetery, Cadillac.  Military honors
were under the direction of the
Cadillac Area Honor Guard and the
U.S. Army.  

Memorials may be made to First
Covenant Church or Wexford
County Humane Society.  Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  

of Toledo, OH. She was predeceased
by a sister, Ann Flores.

Cremation has taken place. A
memorial visitation will be held at
9:30 a.m., with a 10 a.m. Funeral
Mass Sat., Oct. 11, at SS. John and
Paul Catholic Church, 7777 28 Mile
Rd., Washington Township. Rev. Fr.
David Buersmeyer, celebrant. Burial
will be in Elkland Township
Cemetery, Cass City.

Memorials may be made to the
Capuchin Friars, St. Bonaventure
Monastery, Detroit.

Please share condolences at
www.thabetfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements were made by Thabet

Funeral home of Cass City.
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Oh deer! Motorists
reminded to be alert
The arrival of October in the Thumb brings cool weath-

er, the smell of burning leaves, pumpkins and an amazing

display of color in the trees.

October also marks the first of the two most dangerous

months of the year for car-deer collisions, which account

for one out of every five traffic accidents in Michigan.

More than half of all car-deer accidents occur in south-

ern lower Michigan.  Last year there were 49,205 car-

deer crashes in the state, up from 48,918 in 2012.

Oakland County recorded the highest number of acci-

dents – 1,801 – but Sanilac County was among the 10

Michigan counties with the most car-deer crashes – 1,071

(up from 999 in 2012).  The number of crashes totaled 874

in Tuscola County (down from 903 in 2012) and 967 in

Huron County (down from 1,082 in 2012).

In 2013, a dozen motorists were killed and another 1,200

were injured in collisions with deer in Michigan.

In addition, car-deer accidents are at least a $130 mil-

lion problem in this state.  The average collision causes

roughly $2,100 in damage, usually to the front end, often

leaving the vehicle undriveable. 

Experts say most of the injuries and deaths occur when

motorists veer to avoid deer.  When a deer crash is

unavoidable, it is important to have your hands on the

steering wheel, slow down and stay in your own lane.

Michigan has a 1.75 million-strong deer herd.  The ani-

mals frequently travel in groups, so if you see one cross-

ing the road, chances are good there are others nearby.

And while deer are often seen calmly feeding near high-

ways, when they panic they can appear in front of your

windshield in no time at all, which is why drivers must be

prepared by keeping an eye out for movement along road-

ways, and by slowing down if they see a deer cross the

road – in case they attempt to double back after they have

moved out of a traffic lane.

Keep in mind that hunting seasons and the mating sea-

son have the deer herd on the move in the fall, making an

encounter on the road more likely.

However, safety experts say motorists can minimize their

risk for car-deer accidents.  Their recommendations

include wearing a seatbelt, keeping your eyes on the road

and not relying on gimmicks, flashing high-beam head-

lights and honking your horn in an effort to deter deer.

Another key is the time of day – while car-deer crashes are

a problem throughout the year, 80 percent of the accidents

occur at dawn or dusk on two-lane roads, so it’s impor-

tant to be especially alert at those times.

Peggy Pitcher says we are having a fundraiser on
October 25.  She’s referring to the Deford Christian
Academy, which is holding a Country Fair - complete
with carnival games, bounce houses, homemade donuts,
cider press, hay rides, tractor show, fried chicken dinners
and much more on the last Saturday of the month.  

It promises to be a great time for families.  For more
information, Peggy can be reached with an email at -
peggypitcher2@hotmail.com.

**********

The Michigan State Police has received several phone
calls in regard to an ongoing IRS scam. The caller repre-
sents himself as an IRS agent and advises they owe back
taxes. The phone numbers come up on caller ID as 202-
280-7382 and 844-204-8888.
Residents are reminded not to give personal information

such as social security numbers, credit card numbers or
bank account numbers to anyone over the phone. 
The IRS does not contact anyone over the phone in ref-

erence to taxes, according to Sgt. Brian McComb of the
MSP Caro Post. 

**********

Bad Axe High School will be hosting the Huron County
College Night Program on Oct. 21. The evening will
begin with a general session in the gym at 6:30 p.m. for
announcements, directions and other information.

Hatchet counselor Dayna Wright says it is important
that students and parents attend the opening session to
receive updated information for the evening.
Approximately 45 representatives of Michigan colleges,

universities and other institutions will be on hand to
answer questions and provide information about their
respective schools.

All area high school students considering college are
welcome to attend. For more information call 989-269-
9593.

**********

While the Cass City community is in the midst of its
annual Pinktober celebration to raise money for the
American Cancer Society (ACS), state officials are also
doing their part to shine the spotlight on breast cancer.

First Lady Sue Snyder, a cancer survivor herself, along
with Michigan Secretary of State Ruth Johnson and the
Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH)
are partnering to raise awareness of the importance of
breast cancer screening and gathered Friday in Lansing
to launch a “pink ribbon” license plate.  The new plate is
available now at Michigan Secretary of State offices.

A portion of the proceeds from license plate sales will
go toward MDCH’s breast cancer screening services pro-
gram to help ensure that eligible women in underserved
populations have access to this important, and possibly
life-saving, health resource. In 2013, more than 29,000
Michigan women received breast cancer screening serv-
ices through this program.

**********

For the first time in six years, more Michigan commu-
nities report that they are better able to meet their fiscal
needs this year than those who say they are less able to
do so, according to a recent University of Michigan sur-
vey.

The survey, conducted April 8 through Oct. 10, 2014,
polled top elected and appointed officials in the state’s
1,856 units of government and found that 2014 marked a
tipping point for them, with 36 percent better able to
meet financial needs and 24 percent less able to do so.
“Local government fiscal health was in a tailspin at the
end of the Great Recession and it got even worse in
2010,” said Thomas Ivacko, CLOSUP administrator and
program manager. “But in 2011, the trend of gradual fis-
cal improvement began and has continued for a fourth
year now.”

Still, many communities continue to struggle with
shrunken property tax revenue, cuts in state and federal
aid and a rise in tax delinquencies and home foreclo-
sures. The 24 percent of jurisdictions in financial decline
represents 443 struggling local governments across the
state.

How can Medicare and

hospitals justify dollars?

Dear editor,

RE: Hospitals, Medicare and insurance.

Recently my husband had a heart catheterization at a
hospital in the Bay City-Saginaw area.  Our appoint-
ment time was 12:30 p.m., and we were on our way
home at 7:30 p.m.

Then the bill came from the hospital – almost enough
to cause a heart attack!  Then the explanation of bene-
fits arrived.  The hospital bill was $41,435.45.
Medicare sets the prices for participating hospitals –
they said $9,472.16, and we had already met our
deductible for 2014.  Medicare paid $7,868.70 and our
secondary insurance paid $1,603.46, a grand total of
$9,472.16.
The hospital bill (adds up to) $5,919.35 an hour.  How

can they justify that?  On the other hand, paying only
$9,472.16 – how can a hospital stay in business?  Both
cases are absolutely absurd!

Plus, when we arrived, we were told they could not
take Dick for at least an hour.  It was longer than that.

If I bought a new top-of-the-line washer and dryer for
$1,200 and paid $276 (23 percent), do you think the
store would consider it paid in full?  Absolutely not.
So the worry about Medicare going broke is a big joke.

More likely is hospitals will shut down.  Then what?
Also, for the record, Medicare cut their prices for 2014
by 20 percent.  Go figure.
America is in trouble.

Ginna Gentner
Cass City

It was a serious day in the garden. Various vegeta-
bles gathered to witness the much-anticipated crimi-
nal fraud case against corn. Corn had filed a counter-
suit claiming defamation of character and vegetative
discrimination. These historic proceedings would
hopefully answer the question that had plagued the
human and plant kingdoms since the dawn of time:
Is corn a grain or vegetable?
Corn entered the courthouse amid chants of, “Grain,

grain, grain,” from the other vegetables in atten-
dance. Broccoli and cauliflower threw quinoa at him. 
The bailiff, a head of iceberg, entered and asked

everyone to be seated. “Let us start this mess,” he
said. 

In opening arguments, corn, who represented him-
self, argued that although technically a grain by stan-
dard definition, he deserved the title of vegetable
based on his longstanding position next to mashed
potatoes on the dinner plate. “Everyone knows you
only include one starch with a meal,” he said. “That
makes me the vegetable by default.”
The rest of the vegetables, not possessing a grain of

intelligence of their own, called an expert witness to
the stand. Dr. Bunsen Honeydew, of Muppet fame,
testified under oath that corn has been associated
with politically incorrect terms. “Words like high
fructose, saturated fat and processed food products
are not language worthy of vegetables,” he said. 

At that moment, celery went limp and fainted. He
was carried out by a large family of zucchini who
had arrived late and couldn’t find a space to sit.
Corn objected to Honeydew’s testimony, saying the

doctor’s obvious fruity family history, not to mention
surname, disqualified him as a vegetative expert.
Corn then went on to highlight the nutritional and
health benefits of himself. He was over-ruled.
During the commotion, kale lost his cool and let out

a series of expletives. After a heated exchange,
jalapeno hauled him out of the courtroom, but kale
later made bail. 

Beet testified he believed corn was beat, even
though the ruby red root had previously made a
covert contribution to corn’s legal expenses with a
note that read, “Give me some sugar.” The two, at a
much later date, became the sweetest of friends.

Cabbage corroborated beet’s statement and added
information that sounded a little roughage around the
edges. 

Next, onion took the stand and provided layers and
layers of testimony that made everyone cry.
Artichoke was particularly choked up. 

Throughout the process, corn was all ears.
Not all vegetables were so outspoken. Beans sat on

the fence stating they didn’t give a toot about the
matter while pumpkin made funny faces throughout
the day. Carrot remained silent during the proceed-
ings, afterward reporting to the press he “didn’t care
at all.”
Brussels sprouts were unable to join the discussion,

as they spoke no English and their translator was lost
in translation.

Finally, in the midst of broccoli’s heady and flow-

ery testimony, a teary-eyed tomato stood up and made
an announcement. “I’m not who you think I am,” he
said. “I’ve been living life as a vegetable, but since the
day I sprouted I’ve always known I am a fruit!”

A hush went over the crowd. The peas were not
pleased and rolled off in a huff. They’d planned for
months to announce their status as seeds and now
tomato had stolen the limelight.

Meanwhile, eggplant embraced tomato muttering
through his sobs, “I’ve never felt like myself either.
Perhaps I’m a fruit as well.”
Iceberg demanded order, but chaos ensued, as one by

one, vegetables became fruits. Taking advantage of the
hullabaloo, corn slipped quietly out the back door. He
was met there by butter and salt, who’d been waiting,
as planned, with a get-away vehicle. The three drove
off into the sunset, never to be seen again, or at least
not for a week or two.

The moral of the story? It may sound corny, but it
doesn’t matter what other people call you as long as
you’ve got good friends. That, and corn goes best with
a little butter and salt. You might want to try it.

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. You can read more
and follow her column on the Slices of Life page on
Facebook.

����������
��
������	��
����������������	���
��	
�

���� +5-'�0(��6$-+%#5+0/���#44��+5:��*30/+%-'���/%�
�����6$-+%#5+0/��0����
����
����#5'�0(��+-+/)���%50$'3��������
����3'26'/%:�0(��446'��"'',-:
����0��0(��446'4��6$-+4*'&��//6#--:��	�
����//6#-��6$4%3+15+0/��3+%'��������
����0.1-'5'��#+-+/)��&&3'44�0(��/08/��((+%'�0(��6$-+%#5+0/��
		�
�#+/��5���������09���	���#44��+5:�� 64%0-#��06/5:��+%*+)#/�����
�
	���0.1-'5'��#+-+/)��&&3'44�0(�5*'��'#&26#35'34�0(��'/'3#-��64+/'44
�((+%'4�0(�5*'��6$-+4*'34��
		���#+/��5���������09���	���#44
�+5:�� 64%0-#��06/5:���+%*+)#/�����


���#.'4�#/&��0.1-'5'��&&3'44'4�0(��6$-+4*'3�#/&��&+503�
�6$-+4*'3���-#3,'��#+3'��
����!+3)+/+#��5����#44��+5:���+%*+)#/�����
�
�&+503�� *0.#4��0/5)0.'3:��������0'1()'/��&����#44��+5:���+%*+)#/�����
�

����8/'3���#44��+5:��*30/+%-'���/%���
		���#+/��5���������09���	���#44��+5:�����
�+%*+)#/�����
���-#3,'��#+3'��
����!+3)+/+#��5����#44��+5:���+%*+)#/�����
�

����/08/��0/&*0-&'34���035)#)''4��#/&�05*'3��'%63+5:��0-&'34���0/'�

���95'/5�#/&��#563'�0(��+3%6-#5+0/

�7'3#)'��0�� �%56#-��0�
�01+'4��#%*� �01+'4�0(
�446'��63+/)� �+/)-'��446'
�3'%'&+/)� �6$-+4*'&
����0/5*4� �'#3'45�50

�+-+/)��#5'
��� 05#-��0���01+'4��3+/5'&� �	��� ����
����#+&��+3%6-#5+0/
����#-'4� *306)*��'#-'34
#/&��#33+'34���53''5�!'/&034
#/&��06/5'3��#-'4� ���� ���

����#+-��6$4%3+15+0/� ���	� ��	�
��� 05#-��#+&��+3%6-#5+0/� ��

� ����
����3''��+453+$65+0/�$:��#+-�

�#33+'3�03��5*'3��'#/4
�#.1-'4���0.1-+.'/5#3:�#/&
�5*'3��3''��01+'4� ��� ��

��� 05#-��+453+$65+0/� ���� ��	�
����01+'4��05��+453+$65'&
����'563/4�(30.��'84��)'/54� �
�� ���
��� 05#-� �	��� ����
������%'35+(:�5*#5�5*'�45#5'.'/54�.#&'�$:�.'�#$07'�#3'�%033'%5

#/&�%0.1-'5'���-#3,'��#+3'���3'4+&'/5�



PAGE FOUR CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2014

Circuit court news

Several appear on felony charges
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Michael W. Kern, 33, Millington,
pleaded guilty to possession of mari-
juana, subsequent offense, June 6 in
Reese.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Aaron A. Pacynski, 23, Bay City,
was sentenced to 180 days in the
county jail and 12 months probation
following his plea of guilty to pos-
session of marijuana, subsequent
offense, July 21, 2013, in Gilford
Township.

He was also ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $678 plus
attorneys fees of $500.
*Joseph C. Desander, 48, Montrose,

was ordered to complete 250 hours
of community service following his
plea of guilty to one count of own-
ing, possessing, buying, selling or
offering to buy or sell, import or
export an animal for the purpose of
fighting or baiting, or was a party to
such activity, May 27 in Arbela
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs

and fines totaling $678.
*Travis J. Chapman, 21, Bay City,

pleaded guilty to a charge of unlaw-
fully driving away an automobile
April 25 in Wisner Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*David M. Langley, 42, Caro,
pleaded guilty to unlawful use of a
motor vehicle April 6 in Wells
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Julie L. Warner, 42, Caro, pleaded
guilty to one count of attempted
retail fraud, first degree, Aug. 9 in
Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Thomas E. Siler, 37, Sebewaing,
pleaded no contest to charges of
bribing, intimidating or interfering
with a witness, and malicious use of
a telecommunications service
provider June 16-25 in Fairgrove and
Akron townships.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Dario A. Ward, 24, Vassar, plead-
ed guilty to possession of marijuana,
subsequent offense, July 26 in Vassar
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Frank E. Haslip III, 22, Caro,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
obtaining money or personal proper-
ty with a value totaling $1,000 to
$20,000 by false pretenses between
March 3 and March 21 in Cass City.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $1,746 plus restitution
of $2,300 and attorneys fees of $500.

*Jason A. Boyd, 35, Millington,
was sentenced to two to five years in
prison following his pleas of no con-
test to three counts of operating a
motor vehicle while under the influ-
ence of liquor – causing incapacitat-
ing injury May 24 in Vassar
Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $334.  Restitution
in the case is to be determined.
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have no symptoms or only mild
symptoms, but some infections can
be serious, requiring hospitalization.

Enteroviruses are known to be a
rare cause of acute neurologic dis-
ease in children, such as aseptic
meningitis, less commonly
encephalitis, and rarely acute
myelitis and paralysis. Enteroviruses
are transmitted through close contact
with an infected person, or by touch-

Continued from page one.

Health officials confirm 25 enterovirus cases
ing objects or surfaces that are con-
taminated with the virus and then
touching the mouth, nose, or eyes.

There is no specific treatment for
EV-D68 infections but supportive
care can be provided.

Young residents with asthma may
be at an increased risk of severe
complications and are encouraged to
be vigilant in taking their asthma
controlling medications. Further,
Michiganders can protect themselves
from enterovirus by taking general

hygiene precautions:
*Wash hands often with soap and

water for 20 seconds, especially after
changing diapers.

*Cover your mouth when coughing
or sneezing.

*Avoid touching eyes, nose and
mouth with unwashed hands.

*Avoid kissing, hugging, and shar-
ing cups or eating utensils with peo-
ple who are sick.

*Disinfect frequently touched sur-
faces, such as doorknobs, especially
if someone is sick.
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p.m., with the forum scheduled to get
underway at 7 p.m.  Admission is
free.  Area pastors will serve as mod-
erators and there will be an open
question-and-answer session for the
audience.

“There’s a lot at stake for our state
and nation this election year,” said
Pastor Lyle Ohman of the Juniata
Baptist Church in Vassar.  “This is a
great opportunity to look them in the
eye and get a better understanding of
who they are and what they stand for

Continued from page one.

Churches planning forum with candidates
on important issues.”

Among the candidates invited are
those seeking the offices of Tuscola
County commissioner, state repre-
sentative, state senator and 10th

District U.S. senator.
More information is available by

calling the Living Waters Chapel at
(989) 673-2160 or via email at lwc-
seniorpastor@gmail.com.
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With winter quickly approaching,
the Department of Natural Resources
reminds residents that fuelwood per-
mits are available for the 2014 sea-
son, which runs through Dec. 31.

“Days are getting shorter and as
much as we don’t want to think
about it, it’s time to start preparing
for winter,” said Bill O’Neill, chief
of the DNR’s Forest Resources
Division. “Burning wood is an eco-
nomical way for folks to heat their
homes, cabins and hunting camps if
they’re willing to put in some work
collecting firewood.”

Mail-in order forms are available
online at the DNR’s website,
www.michigan.gov/fuelwood.

Permits cost $20 and are for use on
designated state forest land in the
northern two-thirds of the state and
allow for collection of up to five
standard cords of wood per house-
hold. Fuelwood collected with a per-
mit can be used for personal use only
and cannot be resold or traded. The
permits are good for 90 days, but all
permits will expire Dec. 31, 2014.

In response to residents’ heating
energy needs this past winter, the
DNR conducted early permit sales -–
more than a month before the tradi-
tional starting date of April 1.
Because of the unique winter, the
DNR is allowing those who pur-
chased an emergency permit to pur-
chase another regular permit in the
same calendar year. 

Through the successful program,
which has been in effect for decades,
between 2,500 and 3,500 permits are
issued each year.

For more information on how and
where to purchase a personal-use
fuelwood permit, contact your local
DNR office or visit
www.michigan.gov/fuelwood.

DNR reminds
residents that
wood permits
still available



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN PAGE FIVECASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2014

Leaders at the 1989 Leadership
Convention held Sept. 21-27 at the
Scottsdale Princess, a luxury 450-
acre resort in Arizona. Travel,
accommodations, food and enter-
tainment were provided by Shaklee
Corporation as one of the benefits
for top sales performance.
The legislative process has taken on

a new, practical meaning for some
Cass City students, who acted as leg-
islators, lobbyists and members of
the press in Lansing at the 23rd
annual Student Congress. The stu-
dents were Dana Johnson, Jody
Joles, Wendy Hercliff, Amiee
Cooper, Chris Folk and Brent
Sturtevant. 
The win over the Bad Axe Hatchets

was the result of a fine team effort,
Coach Marty Daniel said, and
defense was the key to the first
league win. The Hawks defeated Bad
Axe, 47-40. The Hawks won with
just average field goal shooting, 31
percent, while the Hatchets were at
34 percent. Cass City won the game
at the charity stripe with 14 of 23
while Bad Axe converted 8 of 16.
Vicki Robinson and Jandi Hillaker
were in double figures for Cass City
with 11 points.  Heidi Reimann, of
Bad Axe, led all scorers with 17
points. 

Young men ages 7-10 from the
Thumb District met at the Cass City
Village Park Sept. 30 to participate
in the annual Cub Scout Olympics.
Cass City Cub Scouts took first-
place honors in their division. Isaac
Ponder, son of Tom and Louise
Ponder, placed first in the Bear divi-
sion, and Eric Hayes, son of Charles
and Lucille Hayes, took first place
honors in the Webelos division. Both
are active members of Pack #3594,
sponsored by the Cass City Gavel
Club.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)
Five Kingston High School seniors

have been named semi-finalists in
the State of Michigan Scholarship
Program. They are Elizabeth Britton,
Laura Cherniawski, Sally Engler,
Gary Peter and Shelly Stoll. They
qualified based on their score from
the American College Testing exam-
ination they took during their junior
year.

When Marv Hobart moved to Cass
City a year and a half ago to start
Hobart’s Family Shoes he fulfilled
two ambitions. The first was to move
back to the area and the other was to
operate his own business. Hobart
was born and raised on a farm in the
Caro-Cass City area and graduated
from Caro High School. Hobart is
married and his wife, Marilyn, works
as medical secretary at Caro
Regional Center. The couple has
three children: Peggy is a teacher in
Marquette, Becky is a senior at Cass
City High School and a son, Mark, is
in the sixth grade at Cass City.
Hobart sings in the choir at Salem
United Methodist Church. He is a
member of the Cass City Retail
Committee.

Ubly Funeral home owner Ernest
Zinger was presented with a plaque
from Ubly High School Athletic
Director Richard Holdship honoring
him for outstanding service to the
school’s football program. The pres-
entation was made during a pep
assembly. The plaque was to thank
Zinger for the 20 seasons, 1959-78,
that he provided his ambulance, free
of charge, at home football games. In
addition to the plaque, he also was
given a lifetime pass to all future
home athletic events.

Winners of the annual punt, pass
and kick competition sponsored by
Ford nationally and Geiger-Hunt
Ford locally at the Cass City Park
were Mark House, 12, Joe Lopez,
13, Dave Miller, 10, Dean Whittaker,
9, Randy Teichman, 11 and Mike
Randall, 8. The winners competed in
the regional competition.  Dave
Miller was the winner.

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

Two Cass City businesses picked
the October “Harvest Festival” sale
to celebrate anniversaries while
another firm chose the date to
announce the grand opening of a fur-
niture department. Lloyd Bryant,
manager of the Gamble Store, has
announced the grand opening of the
firm’s new furniture department in
the upstairs portion of the store.
Celebrating their anniversaries and
offering special bargains are both
Schneeberger’s TV and Appliance
Sales and Service and IGA
Foodliner.

Red Hawks’ own Sammy Huff.
He’s Duane DeLong, 16, of North
Englehart Road, a junior. He wears
number 66. When watching him in
action it’s tough to tell whose team
he’s on. He is always popping up in
the opponent’s backfield. Well, that
is why he is player of the week. He is
a defensive guard and smashing up
the enemy backfield and upsetting
plays is his job, one that he does with
gusto.

Cass City attorney Clint House was
named attorney for the village of
Gagetown, Monday night, Oct. 5, at
a council meeting. House, also attor-
ney for the village of Cass City, also
has offices in Sebewaing. He moved
to Cass City from Three Oaks early
this summer and was joined by his
wife in August. She is village secre-
tary and bookkeeper.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)
A special meeting of the Cass City

Grange was held in the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Dan Hennessey when 18
new members were given the first
and second degrees. They are Mr.
and Mrs. Joseph Crawford, Mr. and
Mrs. Arthur Moore, Mr. and Mrs.
Clinton Law, Mr. and Mrs. Maynard
McConkey, Mr. and Mrs. Elwood
Eastman, Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Reed,
Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall, Jr., Mr.
and Mrs. Milton Hoffman and Mr.
and Mrs. Johnson.

The 1940 Chevrolet will be placed
on exhibit at the Bulen Chevrolet
Sales. “The new Chevrolet embodies
more changes than have been made
in any one year in a five-year peri-
od,” says H.M. Bulen, local dealer.
Three company re-styled series of
Chevrolet passenger cars, combining
greater length and width with more
massive appearance, and embodying
many mechanical refinements, make
their formal bow at dealers’
salesrooms from coast to coast.
Over-all length has been increased, a
change which makes the new line
outstanding for its sleekness and
grace.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
Four ewes on the farm of Glen

McQueen at Hay Creek became
mothers of ten lambs last spring.
Saturday, Mr. McQueen sold the
lambs to Schwaderer Bros. &
Striffler for shipment to Buffalo mar-
kets. He received a check of $70.87
for the ten lambs. Chris Schwaderer
says this is the best record in sheep
increase that he has noticed in his
long career as stock buyer.

Meredith Auten carried home the
Chronicle Ad Reader Dollar, being
the first to report to the Chronicle
office with the three words spelled
backwards plainly marked, accord-
ing to the requirements as printed
last week. Mr. Auten secured the
paper from the post office Thursday
evening when the ink was hardly dry,
noticed the Ad Reader Dollar offer
and went after the job at once and
reported that same evening.

Tuscola county pays 245 school
teachers $97,581.50 according to a
list prepared by B.H. McComb,
county school commissioner. The
average salary paid the teachers in
rural schools is $43.25. The greater
number of teachers work nine
months during the year and receive
$40 a month.

5 YEARS AGO (2009)
If Ashley Messing’s accomplish-

ments during her years at Michigan
State University are any indication,
the 2005 Ubly High School graduate
can look forward to a very successful
career in the dairy industry.
Messing’s latest honor came earlier
this month when she was one of 9
college students from across the
country honored by the National
Dairy Shrine during ceremonies at
the 2009 World Dairy Expo in
Madison, Wis. The National Dairy
Shrine’s Student Recognition Award
honors students for excellence in
leadership skills, involvement in
activities, academic achievement
and interest in the dairy industry.

A few sayings come to mind, such
as “good things come to those who
wait” or “patience is a virtue” that
could apply to Anton Peters’ fete last
week at Rolling Hills Golf Course.
The 77-year-old Cass City resident
recorded his first hole-in-one during
play in the fall 2-man league, acing
the par 3 fifth hole with a well struck
7-iron. (From Rabbit Tracks by
Clarke Haire)

Ashleigh Stoeckle of Cass City
recently competed at the
International Buckskin Horse
Association’s World Championship
Horse Show in Memphis, Tenn.,
earning the title of World Champion
in the Hunter Under Saddle class in
the 14-18-year-old division.

Cass City’s Rob VanAuken and TJ
Marker teamed together to earn first
team all-conference tennis honors in
the Greater Thumb Conference,
competing in the #3 Doubles slot. 

Royalty was crowned during half-
time of Friday’s homecoming games
in Cass City and Owendale. The
2009 Red Hawk King and Queen are
Jordan Papp and Megan Zawilinski.
The 2009 Bulldog King and Queen
are Devin Prich and Kelsey Quick.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)
Cass City’s 2004 Homecoming

Queen and King were crowned dur-
ing a soggy halftime Friday night
during the Cass City-Bad Axe foot-
ball game. Named this year’s royalty
were Queen Bethany Langlois and
King Gordie Hatcher. 

Eric Hanby has been awarded a
$1,000 Presidential Freedom
Scholarship from the Corporation for
National and Community Service
and the Cass City Gavel Club in
acknowledgement of his outstanding
commitment to public service.

One more win is all that it takes for
the Cass City Red Hawks to qualify
for the play-offs and Cass City will
be favored to make it happen in the
last 2 games of the season after
pounding Bad Axe Friday at home,
56-0. Cass City gained 401 yards in
38 plays. Dustin Bitzer carried the
ball 10 times for 151 yards and 3
touchdowns. Cody Halasz had 135
yards in 12 tries and 2 touchdowns.
The Hawks never tried a pass, except
for the completion on an extra points
try.

The Cass City Red Hawks posted
their third conference win in 4 starts
Thursday with a 44-36 decision over
the visiting USA Patriots. Renee
Czekai and Ashley Hendrick, with
10 points each, led Cass City and
Sarah Alegria led the Patriots with
10 points.

Jim Zulauf, parts manager at J&D
Implement presented 2 restored
Safetyville pedal tractors to Deputy
Tom Morneau, director of Safety
Education at the Huron County
Sheriff’s Department, and Sheriff
Kent D. Tibbits.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
Beth Powell highlighted a gala half-

time show Friday when she was
crowned Cass City’s 1989 home-
coming queen.

Decker residents George and Doris
Harmon were honored for their
achievements as Shaklee Sales

This lady’s outlook

on life impressive

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I didn’t expect to have the opportunity to talk to Joyce Polega directly when

I was asked to write a story on a fundraiser friends and family are planning for

her this month.  After all, she’s battling a life-threatening disease that’s going

to require doctors to kill off her immune system in order to save her.

But I did talk to Polega, and I came away from the interview amazed at the

Greenleaf Township woman.

When I heard her name, I recalled interviewing Polega and her husband,

Harold, early in my career at the Chronicle for a feature story on the produce

stand they’ve owned and operated off Bay City-Forestville Road in northern

Sanilac County for many years.  They were both friendly and welcoming.

I didn’t figure this conversation would be nearly as easy to get through,

because these sorts of interviews rarely are.

But Polega surprised me, talking about her diagnosis of Hypoplastic

Meylodysplastic Syndrome (MDS) as if it was simply a big bump in the road

of life – an inconvenience she’s anxious to put behind her.  Don’t get me

wrong, she’s very aware of the seriousness of MDS – a condition in which a

person’s bone marrow is unable to produce its own white blood cells, red blood

cells or platelets.  However, she isn’t about to crawl into a ball and feel sorry

for herself.

Far from it.  In fact, I suspect the disease had to work hard to get Polega’s

attention, given the full life she enjoys with her husband and their family – the

couple have six grown children and 14 grandchildren.  She recalled one of the

symptoms was feeling tired, but she figured it was just a natural reality that

comes with age.

Polega has since worked through the fatigue and undergone weekly treat-

ments designed to keep her condition stable until she undergoes her bone mar-

row transplant, a procedure that will result in a hospital stay of three to five

weeks followed by a couple of months of close observation.

Polega will miss her family’s traditional Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday

gatherings this year, but she never mentioned it during our interview.  She also

didn’t talk about anxiety or fear or any of the other emotions you might expect

when the best shot for a cure will first eliminate your body’s ability to defend

itself against even the most common of germs.

Instead, the Thumb native talked about getting on with her life, and how

grateful she is for the support of her family and friends during this ordeal.

“I’m ready for a transplant,” Polega told me confidently.  “I’m looking for a

complete ‘fix’ on this.  I’m looking forward to a successful transplant.”

Her words were genuine and she acted as if she had all the time in the world

to talk to me.  Talk about human spirit and determination not to allow some

disorder – even a potentially fatal disease — to rule every breath.

Maybe that’s the key to beating something like this.  Maybe putting every-

thing you have into making the most out of every moment, regardless of the

challenges that come your way, is the best defense against something like

MDS.

If it is, I’ll wager Polega will enjoy many more years of a life that she’s obvi-

ously living well.
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SANILAC COUNTY Sheriff’s Department K-9

Baki, pictured above with his handler, Deputy Josh

Horst, will be equipped with a ballistic vest cour-

tesy of a Massachusetts non-profit organization

and a Michigan manufacturer.

Sanilac Co. Sheriff’s Department
K-9 sporting a new protective vest 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department’s K-9 officer will be
wearing the latest in safety gear,
thanks to a gift from a partnership
involving an out-of-state charity and
a Michigan company.

Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki recently announced that his
department has been awarded a bal-
listic vest for K-9 Baki by Vested
Interest in K9s, Inc., a Massachusetts
non-profit organization, along with
Armor Express, a Michigan-based
manufacturer.

“An incentive program offered by
Armor Express of Central Lake,
Mich., to Vested Interest in K9s, Inc.,
has provided 13 law enforcement
dogs in seven states with ballistic
vests,” Biniecki explained.  “For
every 15 vests purchased by the
charity, a free vest was awarded.
Vests were donated to K9s in North
Carolina, Oklahoma, Ohio,
Washington, Michigan, Colorado
and Tennessee.

K-9 Baki is a two-year-old German
Shepherd and is certified in explo-
sives detection work as well as being
trained in patrol and tracking. K-9
Baki is assigned to Deputy Josh
Horst of the Sanilac County Sheriff’s
Department.  Horst has been with the
sheriff’s office since 2009 and a K-9
handler since October 2013.

Biniecki noted K-9 Baki was pur-
chased from Mid-Michigan Kennels
of Eaton Rapids with funding
obtained from the U.S. Department

of Homeland Security.  “(He) has
been a valuable addition to the sher-
iff’s office and, with the receipt of
this vest, he will now be better pro-
tected in serving our community,” he
said.

Vested Interest in K9s, Inc. is a
501c (3) charity located in East
Taunton, Mass.  The organization’s
mission is to provide bullet and stab
protective vests for law enforcement
dogs throughout the United States.
The non-profit group was estab-

lished in August 2009 to assist law
enforcement agencies with this
potentially lifesaving body armor for
their four-legged K9 officers.

Through private and corporate
sponsorships, Vested Interest in K9s,
Inc., has provided more than 1,100
law enforcement dogs with protec-
tive vests – each costing $950 and
coming with a five-year warranty —
since its inception. More than
$1,045,000 worth of K9 vests have
been donated in 39 states, including
Alaska and Hawaii.

Continued from page one.

threw a wrench into school financing when they revised the timing involved
in how schools are able to calculate their total annual state revenues, which
makes up the lion’s share of their income.  In past years, the state “blended”
enrollment counts taken by all public schools twice a year; once during the
previous February and again in the fall.  However, now the fall student tally
is blended with the count conducted the following February.

Under the previous method, schools could begin estimating their revenue
for the fiscal year following the fall count.  Now, school officials can only
guess until the fiscal year is nearly over.
The state’s blending formula places the greatest emphasis on the fall count,

which is worth 90 percent of the total.  The blended enrollment number is
multiplied by schools’ “foundation allowances” – Cass City, for example, is
slated to receive about $7,250 per student – to determine how much revenue
they will receive for the year.

VITAL VOTE

Hartel said he’s now focusing his attention on another vital piece of the
Cass City Public Schools’ revenue package – the proposed renewal of the
district’s 18-mill non-homestead tax that will go before voters during the
Tuesday, Nov. 4, general election.
Towards that end, Hartel plans to visit local service clubs with an informa-

tional program designed to help educate the community on the proposal.
Hartel’s biggest concern is that residents may be confused and believe a

“yes” vote will mean higher taxes.  In fact, the 18-mill levy is a renewal for
the next 10 years, 2015 through 2024, that will be assessed only on non-
homestead properties (industrial and commercial along with some agricul-
tural property and second homes).  Primary family residences are not affect-
ed.

The non-homestead millage is a requirement of Proposal A, the state’s
school funding structure requiring that the 18 mills on non-homestead prop-
erty cannot be collected unless it comes before voters in an election.
“We’re not asking for a new millage or bond,” said Hartel, who pointed out

the amount of funding at stake is significant – roughly $770,000 annually.
“If we don’t get it, our district’s bankrupt in two years,” he added.

District loses just 5 students
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(989) 658-8609
www.joessmokinrecipe.com

Custom & Venison Sausage
Made From Your Boneless Meat

Over 20 Different Varieties
& Homemade Sausage
HOURS: Oct. 1 to Dec. 31

Monday-Friday    2 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday             9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday                By appointment
Rest of year by appointment only.
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What’s the attraction?
There is much consternation

regarding the attraction some
Americans have to ISIS.
Sane people wonder how
anyone could want to be a
part of this bloodthirsty
group.  But the lure of ISIS is

its religion that caters to the
fallen nature of man, i.e., “the
flesh,” as the Bible calls it.  

Bloodlust is sanctioned by
the Quran, authorizing the
“striking off of the head of
the infidel,” Sura 47.  Rape of
slave women and polygamy
are allowed in Sura 4.  And

heaven for a Muslim male is a
place of free flowing wine
and unending sexual pleasure
as declared in Suras 2, 4, 36,
47, 52, 78 and other places -
guaranteed if death occurs in
Jihad.  

All man-made religion has
Satan as its source.  Christ
confronted the doctrines of
men when He told the
Pharisees:  “You are of your
father the devil, and you want
to do the desires of your
father.  He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does
not stand in the truth because
there is no truth in him.
Whenever he speaks a lie, he
speaks from his own nature,
for he is a liar and the father
of lies,” John 8:44.  Now take
the satanically sanctioned
religion of Islam and its
appeal to the flesh and con-
trast it with the God given
faith of Christ and its appeal
to the spirit.  The two are
polar opposites.  

The stated goal of ISIS is an
Islamic caliphate similar to
the one that dominated the

Middle East and North Africa
from the middle ages until
1923.  Power, control, and
world domination are the
objectives of this group just
as they have been of every
previous conqueror.  The civ-
ilized world wonders at its
atrocities, but the tactics of
murder, rape, slaughter, and
torture, now posted on social
media, serve the larger strate-
gy, demonstrating their power
and control, again, appealing
to the flesh.  
Our prayer is that God in His

grace would show Himself to
those who sit in this terrible
darkness, revealing His light,
His life, and His love.  There
are 99 names for Allah in the
Quran, not one of them is
love.  Yet, it is a dominant
attribute of our God.

So then, which one really
has the greatest attraction?

Submitted by Rev. Todd R.
Gould - Evangelical Free
Church

To see this article in its
entirety, visit Pastor Gould’s
blog at goodasgould.org   

Rev. Todd R. Gould

Psalm 62:5 says: Let all that I
am wait quietly before God,
for my hope is in him.
Have you ever felt let down
and discouraged? I think we
all can say that we have at
some point. Other people
may have good intentions but
at some point in our lives we
will feel let down by someone
that we trust. Could even be a
close friend or family mem-
ber. Be encouraged that God
will never let you down. He
wants us to put our trust in
Him and let Him guide all
that we do. 

This does not mean that God
will always work in our lives
like we think He should. God
knows what is best for us and
He will work things out in
His way and in His time. We
need to remember that He is
God and we are not. Some
times we don’t see the big
picture and we make deci-
sions based on what we see

Where is your hope?
and things may not always
work out. God is the creator
of the universe
and He sees
everything. We
need to put our
trust in Him and
not our own
understanding.
If we look way
back to creation,
Adam and Eve
thought they
knew what was
best for them
and they dis-
obeyed God by
eating the for-
bidden fruit.
This was the
beginning of the sin nature
that is now in all of us. Even
with our disobedience
though, God through His
unending love and amazing
grace sent His Son, Jesus
Christ to die on the cross to
pay the penalty for our sins.
Something we could not do!

Jesus then rose from the grave
and ascended to heaven

where He prepared a place for
us and is now seated at the
right hand of God the Father,
waiting for us to accept Him
and spend all of eternity in
glory!

Subitted by Pastor Mark
Karwowski – Living Word
Worship Center

Mark Karwowski

The Chronicle welcomes your submissions to be published along with our weekly church direc-
tory. Please submit your letter and a photo of yourself to chronicle@ccchronicle.net or Cass
City Chronicle P.O. Box 115, Cass City, MI 48726 or stop by at the corner of Oak and Main at
6550 Main St., Cass City.

Pastor’s Corner     
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Fall Into Good Health

For questions about the event please contact Kathy Dropeski at 989-912-6365 or kdropeski@hillsanddales.com. 
You can also visit us on Facebook or at www.hdghmi.com for more information.

Saturday, Oct.11, 2014

Breakfast, Lunch & Snacks Provided
Door Prizes will be given throughout the entire day!

Don’t Miss Our 9th Annual Hills & Dales 

SERVICES AVAILABLE
Massage Therapist, Paraffin hand wax 

treatments and other vendors!

HBA1C, TSH, & Lipid Panel: 
All 3 tests for $15.00

*12 hour fast recommended

PVD Screenings & Balance Assessments

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE 
AND OXYGEN CHECKS

GUEST SPEAKERS
Dr. Mayar Jundi, M.D. Cardiologist

Women’s Heart Health
Dr. Christopher Oravitz, OB/GYN
Hormone Replacement Therapy

Michelle Anthony
MyChart Patient Portal

Diana Achatz, R.D.
Women’s Nutrition Bingo

Fall
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teachers at the school tie the field
trip experience into their curricu-
lums in an effort to enhance the
kids’ education.”

Highland Pines is a center-based
school that serves students from all

AMANDA FOLLMAN (from left), Geno Amaro, Ryan Koepf, Louis Smith,

Ariel Green, Vincent Purtill, Kevin Koon and Dakota Rogers were among

some 200 Highland Pines School students who recently enjoyed an annual

field trip to Doug Kramer’s Kingston area farm, where they were invited to

take a hay, ride, catch and fish and enjoy a petting zoo.

Continued from page one.

Kramers welcome students from Highland Pines
nine of Tuscola County’s Public
Schools.  Located in Caro at the
Tuscola Intermediate School District
complex, the school specializes in
working with youth who have vari-
ous cognitive disabilities.  Some of
the students also have physical dis-
abilities.

However, the challenges faced by
the kids are never an obstacle when it
comes to taking home some wonder-
ful memories after visiting Kramer’s
farm.  And Kramer says the students
provide him with some great memo-
ries, too. 

“Just watching a kid smile – that’s
all there is to it,” he said.  “When you
see the kids’ enthusiasm and energy
with what you’re doing, it makes it
all worthwhile.  That’s what it’s all
about.”

DEFORD DAZZLERS 4-H Club members Catherine Gordon and Sam

Gordon work on one of the club’s past projects focusing on harvesting rain

water.  The Deford Dazzlers are inviting area youth ages five to 19 to partici-

pate in a countywide National Youth Science Day event Friday, Oct. 17, at

Deford Community Church.  The theme will be “Rockets to the Rescue”.

that engages thousands of youth across the country by conducting the
National Science Experiment.  The University of Arizona developed the
2014 experiment, Rockets to the Rescue, which will involve students build-
ing and launching their own rockets and learning about rocket science and
aerospace engineering.
“In order to service the International Space Station with supplies, NASA in

conjunction with private space industry companies is developing rockets
with significant payload capabilities that can dock with the space station,”
said Mark Hansen.  “We will explore the complexities of space travel and
delivery by designing rocket payload sections.  Students will also have a
chance to meet the Deford Dazzlers 4-H TARC Rocketry Team and see
many of the rockets they have designed and built for their competitions.”

Registration for the upcoming gathering in Deford is now underway and
will continue through Wednesday, Oct. 15.  There is room for 40 youth to
attend.  More information and registration are available by calling (989)
872-3480 or 872-3870. 

Hansen said the evening will include drawings for rocket and science kits.
4-H officials say STEM is the wave of the future.  Experts credit techno-

logical innovation with nearly half of U.S. economic growth over the past 50
years, and nearly all of the 30 fastest-growing occupations in the next decade
will require at least some background in STEM.  
But, America is falling behind.  Today, the United States ranks 27th among

developed nations with college students earning science or engineering
degrees.  Only one percent of fourth graders, two percent of eighth graders
and one percent of high school seniors are deemed “advanced” in science.
Only 45 percent of U.S. high school graduates in 2011 were ready for col-
lege work in math and just 30 percent were ready for science.

Continued from page one.

Youth science day scheduled

With leaves changing and grain ripening, Michigan’s rural roadways are
soon to see their annual uptick of slow-moving farm traffic, creating poten-
tially hazardous traffic snarls where motorists least expect them.

No matter how slow and bulky it is, farm equipment has as much right to
the roadway as passenger vehicles, so it’s time for motorists to take caution
and exercise patience and restraint.

Tractors, combines and trucks towing wagons move dramatically slower
than the average vehicle. A car going 55 mph can take 300 feet of breaking
distance—-that’s a football field—-to avoid rear-ending farm equipment
traveling 15 mph. That means only about five seconds to close the gap,
according to Craig Anderson, manager of Michigan Farm Bureau’s
Agricultural Labor and Safety Services Department.
“Motorists have to be alert and allow enough room and time to slow down,”

Anderson said. “Farmers will pull over and allow motorists to pass when
they can-—when it’s safe to do so-—but patience is key. Don’t expect the
farmer to move aside immediately just so you can pass.”

Maneuvering farm equipment to the side of the road can be dangerous.
Unlike most motorists, farmers are acutely aware of the condition of
unpaved shoulders. Soft, wet or steep shoulders can cause some farm vehi-
cles to tip over.                                                                                              

Farm equipment’s visibility is amplified with distinctive slow-moving
vehicle (SMV) emblems—-the bright orange, reflective triangles trimmed in
red. SMV emblems warn motorists that the vehicle they’re approaching is
only capable of about 25 mph, and should therefore be approached with cau-
tion. Use of the emblem is required by law on all “implements of hus-
bandry,” including tractors, combines and other farm equipment.
ate motor vehicle code.

Tips for Motorists
•Normal traffic laws apply. Don’t pass in no-passing zones or within 100

feet of intersections, railroad crossings or bridges.
•Farm equipment makes wide turns; watch for turn signals and hand

motions.
•Yield to wide, approaching vehicles. Farm equipment is often wider than

a normal traffic lane. Approaching motorists should pull off in a safe loca-
tion to allow it to pass.

•Don’t assume the farmer knows you’re there. Most are aware of the traf-
fic around them, but their equipment is much louder than conventional vehi-
cles.
Tips for Farmers

•Comply with all applicable laws. All farm equipment must bear an SMV
emblem. Flashing lights or rotating beacons do not fulfill SMV emblem
requirements.
•Replace faded SMV emblems and/or reflective material on outboard edges

of implements. Add extra reflective material such as truck tape or implement
marking kits.

•Clean dirt from lights and reflectors to help ensure maximum visibility.
•Safety chains are required on all trailers, drawn vehicles and equipment.
•Avoid heavy traffic times and bad weather whenever possible.

Harvest season requires
caution on the roadways
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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 Be Safe
Turbines on the road 
  in Tuscola County 
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Technicians must now be licensed 
Pharmacy technician will be a

licensed occupation in Michigan fol-
lowing Gov. Rick Snyder’s signature
on Senate Bill 92, legislation spon-
sored by Senator Mike Green (R-
Mayville).

“Until now, Michigan was one of
only six states that did not require
employees with access to large quan-
tities of prescription drugs and nar-
cotics to be certified or licensed
pharmacy technicians,” said Green.
“This new law will give Michigan
residents the peace of mind knowing
that their prescriptions are being
handled by a trained and knowledge-
able professional under the supervi-
sion of a pharmacist.”

Pharmacy technicians are responsi-
ble for a variety of functions depend-
ing on the pharmacy that employs
them, including compounding drugs,
receiving orders from a pharmacist
and assisting in the dispensing
process. Under current state law, any

employee of a pharmacy or business
with a pharmacy could essentially be
tasked with this duty without any
special training.

SB 92 requires anyone assisting a
pharmacist in their duties to be
licensed by meeting certain training,
academic or work experience
requirements. The legislation was
strongly supported by pharmacists
and pharmacy technicians.

“We believe that having a standard-
ized training certification program is
a smart move to help improve patient
safety in the medication delivery
process, and licensure through the
state will hold pharmacy technicians
to the same level of accountability as
the other licensed health care profes-
sionals,” said Eric Roath of the
Michigan Pharmacists Association.
The measure is now Public Act 285

of 2014 and will take effect in 90
days.

AREA RESIDENT Joe Hillaker, pictured above with a table and sculpture he

created, is among several local artists whose wood/stone carving and wood-

working skills work will be on display during the “Chiseled Art” exhibit slat-

ed to open Friday night at Artistic Endeavors Gallery in Cass City.

The art of carving and woodworking will be the focus during an exhibit
slated to open Friday evening at Artistic Endeavors Gallery in Cass City.

Gallery officials will unveil “Chiseled Art” during a reception planned for
6 to 8 p.m.  The event is open to the public, and everyone is invited to view
the original art on display, meet the artists and enjoy refreshments.
Local artists participating in the exhibit include Steve Wright, carved wood;

Joe Hillaker, carved stone and wood; Ken Kueffner, carved/painted wood;
Steve Lutzky, carved wood; and Dan Weiss, woodworking.

The exhibit will be on display throughout October.  Artistic Endeavors
Gallery, located at 6358 Main St., Cass City, is open on Thursdays from
noon to 5 p.m., Fridays from noon to 7 p.m. and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Endeavors Art Gallery
to unveil “Chiseled Art”
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