
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Area residents interested in learning more about the candidates vying to
represent them in Lansing will have an opportunity to meet them face-to-
face next month.

The Tuscola County Human Services Collaboration Council (HSCC) will
host a “meet the candidate” forum Tuesday, Oct. 7, starting at 6 p.m. at the
Tuscola Technology Center in Caro.

“The HSCC believes it is critical that voters have accurate and meaningful
information to help them make educated choices
about candidates,” said Susan Walker, HSCC
community collaborator.

Candidates scheduled to appear include Dr.
Edward Canfield and David Jaroch, who are
vying for the 84th District House seat represent-
ing Tuscola and Huron counties and currently
held by state Rep.
Terry Brown (D-
Pigeon).

Voters will also
have an opportunity
see and hear from

state Senator Mike Green (R-Mayville) and his
challenger, Ron Mindykowski, who are battling
to represent the 31st Senate District.  The dis-
trict is currently comprised of Arenac, Huron,
Sanilac, Tuscola and Bay counties, but due to
redistricting will now be composed of Tuscola,
Bay and Lapeer counties.

Canfield, of Sebewaing, defeated six other Republican candidates in the
August primary election to advance to the Tuesday, Nov. 4 general election.

He previously ran as an independent candidate
for the House seat.

Jaroch, meanwhile, was the primary winner
over fellow Democrat Richard Badger,
Mayville, in August.  Jaroch, of Ubly, has
served as both a member of the Ubly Village
Council and Huron County Board of
Commissioners.
In the Senate race, Green, who is wrapping up

his first term as a senator, defeated fellow
Republicans Kevin Daley and Jeffery Phillips
in the primary.
Green previously

served Thumb residents as the 84th District
state representative from 1995 through 2001.

His opponent, Mindykowski, is a Bay City
Democrat and veteran Bay City Public Schools
teacher of 30 years.

During the upcoming forum, each candidate
will have up to three minutes to answer three
questions, according to Walker.

“In addition, the audience will write down
questions that the moderator will read.  Each
candidate will have an opportunity to respond to
those questions for a maximum of three min-
utes,” she said.  “The last 20 to 30 minutes will be reserved as a time to meet
more informally with the audience.”

The purpose of the HSCC is to promote the welfare of the community
through the joint planning, collaboration and promotion of human services.
More information is available by contacting Walker at (989) 673-2144 (ext.

30302) or via email at susaneawalker@gmail.com.

David Jaroch
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Think pink: ACS fundraiser on tap

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff Department officials say the search for a missing
Cheboygan man ended on a happy note last week in the Port Austin area.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson said Deputy Jake Dhyse reported
locating the man after he was dispatched to a business – the Corner Beverage
— to check on the well-being of an elderly man at about 2 p.m. last
Wednesday.

“Business owner Kelly Szymanski became concerned after having contact
with the man, who appeared to be in a confused state of mind,” Hanson said.
“Once Deputy Dhyse arrived, it was determined that the man, Frank R.
McCarty, age 82, of Topinabee, Cheboygan County, had been missing since
(Tuesday night) and apparently is in the early stages of dementia and
Alzheimer’s.

“He also was the focus of a countywide search that had been initiated by
the Cheboygan County Sheriff’s Office.  They, along with other agencies, as
well as volunteers, had been searching the Cheboygan County area since he
was reported missing,” added Hanson, who did not say how the man made
the trip from the northern tip of the Lower Peninsula to the Thumb.

Hanson said that McCarty was in good spirits and was transported to the
sheriff’s department in Bad Axe to be rejoined by family members. 

Missing Cheboygan man
found safe in Huron Co.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The prospects of trying to top last
year’s hugely successful “Pinktober”
celebration in Cass City might intim-
idate some folks, but don’t count
Joey Kreeger among them.

In fact, Kreeger is brimming with
anticipation when it comes to the
month-long campaign to boost
awareness about breast cancer and
raise money for the American

Cancer Society (ACS).
During the third annual Pinktober

celebration last October, Kreeger
along with a team of other organizers
orchestrated the local effort involv-
ing a variety of activities that raised
more than $10,000 and drew hun-
dreds of area residents to the vil-
lage’s downtown for the “Pink or
Treat in the Street Finale” celebra-
tion.

“Last year it just really finally
kicked in,” Kreeger recalled, refer-

ring to the community involvement
that made the 2013 project such a
success.  “It was amazing, so I think
people are excited about it this year.
It’s like the whole community is get-
ting together,” she said.

“Everybody was calling me this
year, asking, ‘How can I get
involved?’  Everybody wants to dec-
orate their windows again and have
everybody wear pink to the home-
coming game,” Kreeger said.  “It’s
like everybody is excited to do
something together.”
Pinktober 2014 will kick off in con-

junction with the Cass City home
junior varsity football contest
Thursday, Sept. 25.  The half-time
will feature lighting of sky lanterns
purchased in honor of cancer victims
and survivors, according to Kreeger,
who noted residents can purchase
lanterns for $5 each at the Lions
Pavilion, or pre-order them by con-
tacting Shari Bock, food service
director for the Cass City Public
Schools, at (989) 872-2148.  Last
year, organizers sold 180 of the

lanterns.
“That’s also the day we bring the

pink toilet down,” Kreeger added.
The activity involves a pink toilet
that is placed in front of local busi-
nesses and generates donations of at
least $20 every time a business
owner pays the $20 to have it moved.
“It’s a really good fundraiser – some-
times it gets moved two or three
times in a day,” she said.

In addition, Christine Anthony,
owner of Captured By Christine
Photography in Cass City, has
launched her annual Pinktober
Cutest Kids Contest.  Cute kid pho-
tos will be posted around downtown,
and residents are invited to “vote”
for their favorite by donating money
in an accompanying canister  

The date for another popular event,
the annual “5K Glow Ta Ta Trot”,
has been moved up this year to
Saturday, Oct. 11.  The 5K and 8K
run and 5K walk were held in con-
junction with the finale in 2013, but
the numbers it drew left organizers a
bit overwhelmed – there were nearly

180 participants compared to a pre-
vious high of 62 runners.  The cost to
enter is $30.

Also planned is a pumpkin launch
Saturday, Oct. 18, starting at 1 p.m.
in the parking lot at Cass City
Elementary School.  Organizers will
be providing the pumpkins for $5
each, and the individual whose
pumpkin is launched the farthest will
receive a trophy.

Another Pinktober fundraiser – the
second annual Elkland Township
Cemetery Walk – is scheduled for
Sunday, Sept. 28.  All 150 tickets for
the expanded event planned this year
sold out within a week, and organiz-
ers anticipate donating all $1,050 of
the proceeds to the ACS.
The cemetery walk, which is video-

taped, features several local actors
portraying notable citizens from the
Cass City community’s past, each
dressed in period costumes and pre-
senting brief programs about “their
lives” at their gravesites.

The Pinktober Finale is slated for
Please turn to page 8.

HUNDREDS OF Cass
City area residents filled
the village’s downtown
area (above) for last year’s
Pinktober Finale, marking
the end of a month-long
celebration that raised
awareness about breast
cancer along with dona-
tions totaling more than
$10,000 for the American
Cancer Society.  At right,
Cass City teen Curry
Regnier eats his way to
victory in the Pinktober
Pizza Eating Contest at
Maria’s Pizzeria.

POET chief: farmers can take an
even bigger role in energy future

POET Chief Executive Officer Jeff
Lautt joined more than 250 leaders
from across Michigan’s agriculture
sector Saturday to highlight ongoing
innovation in American-made
ethanol.

Lautt’s remarks at the Michigan
Agri-Business Association’s 2014
Fall Outlook Conference focused on
future potential for innovation in the
ethanol industry, and the need for
forward-looking federal policies like
the Renewable Fuel Standard.

“The ethanol industry is now 10
percent of the U.S. fuel supply, low-
ering overall fuel costs for drivers
and reducing our need to send
money overseas for foreign oil,” said
Lautt. “That’s fuel produced here in
Michigan by Michigan workers from
grain by Michigan farmers, and it is
investment that was prompted by the
vision for a clean, domestic fuel sup-
ply under the Renewable Fuel
Standard.
“We’re now looking forward at new

feedstocks and new opportunities for
Michigan farmers to take an even
larger role in our energy future, but
to get there we need the
Environmental Protection Agency to
maintain that vision of a growing
renewable energy economy,” he
added.

Less than two weeks ago, POET, in
a joint venture with Netherlands-
based Royal DSM, launched Project
LIBERTY, America’s first cellulosic
ethanol refinery, which converts
baled corn cobs, leaves, husk and
stalk into renewable fuel. At full

Respiratory illness in kids on
the rise, health officials report

Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) officials say
they’re receiving reports indicating an increase in severe respiratory ill-
ness in children ages 5 to 17 across the state.

MDCH is working with local health departments and hospitals to
investigate those cases.  At this time, Michigan has no confirmed cases
of Enterovirus D68 (EV-D68) associated with the national outbreak, but
state health officials are forwarding samples to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) for testing.

Please turn to page 8.

Please turn to page 8.

Customs agents
foil poachers in
Sanilac County
Sunday night

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A U.S. Customs and Boarder
Protection Air and Marine Unit heli-
copter crew foiled an alleged poach-
ing operation in Sanilac County over
the weekend.

Sanilac County Undersheriff Brad
Roff said four suspects from north-
ern Sanilac County and southern
Huron County were arrested in con-
nection with the incident Sunday
night in Sanilac County’s Marion
Township.

According to Roff, personnel man-
ning the U.S. Customs and Border

Please turn to page 8.
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THE OWENDALE CLASS of 1954 held their 60 year reunion at Sherwood

on the Hill in Gagetown.  They are (l-r) Bruce Mellendorf, May Zeihm,

Michael Pisarek, Marilyn (Osborne) Peters, Alice (Block) Gilbert, Don

MacAlpine, Betty (Lorencz) Binder, Clark Eidt, John MacCallum and Fred

Nitz.

THE CASS CITY High School class of 1959 recently held their 55th reunion

at Rolling Hills. 40 class members were in attendance. (Front, l-r) Jerry

Vandermark, Sue (Edzik) Larson, Suzanne (Starman) Mulligan, Mary Ann

(Hobart) Redinger; (second) Elaine (Butler) Romain, Richard Lefler, Lillian

(Otulakowski) Gibbard, Chuck Auvil, Paul Burdon, Bob Tuckey, Leroy

Copeland; (third) Lyle Schember, Jack Generous, Barb (Irrer) Burdon,

Chuck O’Connell, Dan Papp, Kaye (McCarthy) Greenwood, Janet (Peck)

Moody, Mary Ann (Gracey) Stanley, Bill Merchant, Judy (Hudson) Haag,

Duane Caister; (fourth) Jim Hutchinson, Dave Ackerman, Irene (Gabler)

McLellan, Ray Dearing, Marlene (Salgot) Chepko, Kathy (Zinnecker) Isler,

Carolyn (Lowe) Donaghy, Janice (O’Dell) Winter, Judy (Cleland) Doerr,

Linda (DeLong) Herron, Judy (McDonald) Melin, Larry Malace, Bernard

Kelly, Ben (Czeszewski) Rudich; (back) John Starr, Rose (Leyva) Quinn,

Raymond Root and Bob Holcomb. 

Becky Sweeney and 

Trent Vatter

Terry and Colleen Sweeney of Cass
City announce the engagement of
their daughter Becky to Trent Vatter.
Trent is the son of Todd and Wendy
Vatter of Cass City.

Becky is a 2007 graduate of Cass
City High School. She graduated
from Saginaw Valley State
University with a bachelor’s degree
in nursing in 2012. She is currently
employed at Scheurer Hospital in
Pigeon.

Trent is a 2008 graduate of Cass
City High School. He graduated
from Ferris State University with a
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice
and completed Delta College’s
Police Academy in 2013. He is cur-
rently employed in the Sanilac
County Sheriff’s Department.
The wedding is planned for October

4, 2014 at St. Columbkille Church in
Ubly. www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.



Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)
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Circuit court news

Several appear on felony charges
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Terry L. Holcomb, 48, Caro, was
sentenced to 2 to 15 years in prison
following his plea of guilty to deliv-
ery/manufacture of marijuana, sub-
sequent offense, Dec. 3 in Caro.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

In addition to prison time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $198 plus attorneys fees of
$500.

*Timothy J. Block, 33, Flint, was
sentenced to 365 days in the county
jail, with worksite privileges, follow-
ing his convictions on charges of
breaking and entering a building
with intent to commit larceny and
larceny in a building Jan. 20-30 in
the village of Fairgrove.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

In addition to jail time, he was
placed on 60 months probation and
ordered to pay costs and fines total-

ing $266 plus attorneys fees of $500.
Restitution in the case is to be deter-
mined.

*Carl E. Freeman, 51, Beaufort,
S.C., was sentenced to 180 days in
jail (deferred) and 24 months proba-
tion following his pleas of guilty to
possession of marijuana, subsequent
offense, and operating a motor vehi-
cle with a high BAC (blood alcohol
content) of .17 or higher May 24 in
Millington Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $448 plus restitu-
tion of $120.

*Teresa M. Allen, 44, Caro,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following her plea of no contest to
possession of cocaine, heroin or
another narcotic (less than 25 grams)
March 6 in Elmwood Township.

She was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $198 plus attorneys
fees of $500.

*Eric M. Thompson, 21, La
Grange, Ky., pleaded no contest to
charges of home invasion, third
degree, two counts of malicious
destruction of a building (totaling

less than $200 in damage) and break-
ing and entering a building – illegal
entry without permission of the
owner July 3 in the village of Akron.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Isaiah N. Moses, 16, Vassar, plead-

ed no contest to a charge of criminal
sexual conduct, third degree, April
22 in Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$100,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Alfred W. Murphy Jr., 35,
Saginaw, pleaded guilty to a charge
of driving while his license was sus-
pended or revoked, subsequent
offense, March 11 in Denmark
Township.

He was subsequently sentenced by
the court, which ordered him to pay
costs and fines totaling $500 plus
attorneys fees of $500.

*Anthony J. Cook, 31, Flint, plead-
ed guilty to possession of marijuana,
subsequent offense, April 27 in
Indianfields Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Anthony A. Dare, 47, Clio, was
sentenced to 180 days in jail
(deferred) and 24 months probation
following his plea of no contest to
attending an animal fight May 27 in
Arbela Township.

He was ordered to pay costs and
fines totaling $198.

Nuclear dumping proposal
focus of town hall meeting

State Senators Mike Green (R-
Mayville) and Phil Pavlov (R-St.
Clair Township) are inviting Bay and
Thumb area residents in the 31st and
25th Senate districts to a public town
hall meeting slated for Monday,
Sept. 22 in Sebewaing to discuss leg-
islative and other efforts to protect
Lake Huron from a proposed
Canadian nuclear waste dump.

The meeting will be held at the
Sebewaing Township Hall, 14 East
Shapsteen St., from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Canadian officials propose to bury
seven million cubic feet of radioac-
tive waste less than a mile from the
shore of Lake Huron, directly across
the lake from residents of the Bay
and Thumb regions.

Green and Pavlov are leading an
effort in Lansing to halt construction
of the dump. Their legislation has
passed the Michigan Senate unani-
mously and awaits action in the
House of Representatives. More than
60 communities throughout the

region have recently passed resolu-
tions in support of the measures.

More information is available by
calling Green’s office at (517) 373-
1777.

Indian heritage
honored during
area celebration 

The Deckerville community is gear-
ing up to welcome visitors for the
27th annual Indian Heritage Day –
featuring the theme “Indian Women”
this year.

The event is slated for Saturday,
Sept. 27, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Reid Music Hall, 4028 Ruth
Road (one mile north of
Deckerville).

“The event opens at 10 a.m. with
members of the Wolverine
Archeological group showing their
Stone Age artifacts and explaining
their use,” said organizer Joyce Reid,
who added the annual Indian Potluck
Luncheon will get underway at noon,
followed by a report on western mis-
sions at 1 p.m.  “Our offering will go
to aid the elderly with much-needed
wood, water, food – a warm blan-
ket,” Reid noted.
At 1:30 p.m. a special program enti-

tled “Indian Women” will feature
music, history and authentic clothing
and jewelry from across the United
States, Mexico and Canada.

“Digger Martin and His Flute” will
perform at 2:30 p.m., followed by
“The Buffalo Man”.

Copies of “The Thumb Area Indian
History” and a new book – “Indian
Women”, will be available for pur-
chase.

Admission to Indian Heritage Day
is by donation.  While in town, resi-
dents are invited to see the Joyce
Reid Indian Collection along with
other artifacts, and visit the flea mar-
ket from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Deckerville Historical Museum,
located at 2885 Black River St.

More information is available by
contacting Reid at (810) 376-6695.
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Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!
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along with Pam Broyles, 14, will
represent Cass City in a national teen
pageant slated for Jan. 31-Feb. 5 in
Orlando, Fla., where they will com-
pete for some $42,000 in prizes.
Both girls won the right to compete
nationally after dancing their way
into first place in their respective age
divisions in the Miss Detroit
Pageant, held Sept. 9 and 10 at the
Ford Auditorium in Detroit. 

The Hawks took advantage of an
easy early season schedule to win
handily their first 3 games, including
a 28-8 lacing of the Vassar Vulcans
last Friday. The Hawks divided the
ball carrying chores among 6 backs,
with 4 of them getting 50 yards or
more, led by Scott Dillon with 76
yards in 17 carries and Tim
Englehart with 71 yards in 15 car-
ries. The defense was led by Randy
Johnson, with 2 solos among 8 tack-
les, and Dillon, with 8 assists. Greg
Graham caught the only 2 comple-
tions of the game for Cass City, good
for 24 yards and one touchdown.

35 YEARS AGO (1979) 
General Cable is Cass City’s

biggest taxpayer. An examination of
copies of tax bills sent out this sum-
mer showed the firm paid $15,449 in
village taxes. That’s for real and per-
sonal property taxes combined for
general village operations (13 mills)
and the new sewage plant millage (2
½ mills). The second largest was
Walbro Corp., $9,982, followed by
Provincial House, $6,694. The rest
of the top 10 taxpayers are: Wickes
Agriculture, $4,214; Detroit Edison,
$4,016; Donald Smith (Hillside
Apartments, which his construction
firm manages but doesn’t own).
$3,720; Charmont Lanes, $3,519;
Marshall Distributing, $2,562;
Thomas Herron, $2,531, and Cass
City State Bank, $2,309. The total
paid by the 10 top taxpayers is
$54,996, out of $249,615 the village
will collect from all taxpayers.

Champions of the Cass City Golf
League received prizes and trophies
Sunday at the annual season ending
tournament held at Scenic Golf and
Country Club, Pigeon. Champion of
flights two and three was Dick
Hampshire and champion of flights
one and two was Rod Wright. Jim
Bauer always does his best at the
season ending tournament. He won
the handicap event last season and
this year teamed with Ken Jensen to
take the event again.
Super Buys at Old Wood Drug (The

Corner Store With A Whole Lot
More) this week: Hi Dry paper tow-
els 49 cents; Coke 8 – 16 oz. $1.49;
Bic Disposable Razor (3 pack) 62
cents and a ½ gallon of 2% milk only
89 cents.

40 YEARS AGO (1974) 
Leslie Profit of Cass City has been

named the “Manager of the Year” by
the Klein Fertilizer Company. The
award was presented at the annual
“Manager of the Year” luncheon held
at the Howell Holiday Inn Tuesday,
Sept. 10. Profit is the manager of the
company’s fertilizer plant in Cass
City. He has been with the firm since
the plant was built in 1966. He was
also Klein’s “Manager of the Year”
in 1969.

Five area dairymen were among
1,884 persons joining the Holstein-
Friesian Association of America
recently. The five include Donald
Francis, Duane, Robert and Richard
DeLong, all of rural Cass City. The
group is the world’s largest dairy
breed registry organization in the
world.

Three area students have been
named to Who’s Who Among
American High School Students’
eighth annual edition, it was
announced this week. The three
include Sheryll Batts, Julie Bills and
Scott Hartel.

The good neighbor policy is alive
and well in Cass City. I rediscovered
this when a machine malfunctioned
and I needed a small, odd-sized
spring. Larry McClorey searched the
spring selection at Walbro to come
up with one that looked like it might
work. Louis Salas cut it to size and
installed it for me…only to find that
it just wasn’t the right one. After
chasing all over town without suc-
cess, a call to Jack McDaniel at
Anrod Screen Cylinder Co. solved
the problem. A spring Jack dug up fit
like it was made for the job. (From
Rabbit Tracks)

50 YEARS AGO (1964)
As a circus buff, Charles “Duke”

Turner, owner of Western Auto Store
in Cass City, is a firm believer in the
collection of “Circusianna” or circus
mementos and his collection consists
of seven and a half hours of circus
music, hand-carved circus figurines,
circus pictures, his books and other
odds and ends. Turner defines the
circus as “an itch that’s almost
impossible to scratch these days.”

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

“The circus was as American as
apple pie, but it’s disappearing from
the American scene,” he continues.
“Kids of today don’t realize what
they’ve missed….something so
great….it’s a great pity.” 
Vernon Churchill, former Cass City

area man, has been appointed to the
faculty of Monmouth College, Long
Branch, N.J. Churchill, a 1955 Cass
City High School graduate, has
taught for the past two years at
Bullock Creek, near Midland. He has
attended Michigan State University
and Central Michigan University,
receiving both his BA and MA
degrees from Central. He is the son
of Kenneth Churchill, Deford.

A member of the Cass City 4-H
Livestock Club has been elected
president of the Tuscola County 4-H
Service Club. Mark Battel of Cass
City was chosen to head the organi-
zation at a meeting of the group at
the Wilbur Memorial 4-H building in
Caro Sept. 17. Other officers elected
for the 1964-65 program were: Faye
Campbell of Caro, vice-president;
Mary Graven of Fairgrove, secre-
tary; Suzanne Kirk of Fairgrove,
treasurer; Bob Carpenter of Cass
City, reporter, and Francis DeLong
of Cass City, parliamentarian.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)
Alex Henry is celebrating this week

the 13th anniversary of his entrance
into the grocery business in Cass
City. Prominent in fraternal circles,
good natured and a fair-minded man
of integrity, Mr. Henry has built up a
large circle of friendship in and out
of business. Mr. Henry married Miss
Bertha Davis in 1908. They reside on
West Church Street, and have two
children, Mrs. Donald DuFord
(Frances) of Cass City and Delbert
Henry of Detroit.
A Townsend Club was organized in

Cass City Wednesday evening when
the following officers were chosen at
a meeting in the Town Hall which
was attended by sixty persons:
President, Charles Patterson; vice
president, Mrs. Ella Vance; secre-
tary-treasurer, Mrs. L.E. Dickinson.
The club has fifty-five members.
Fred Graham of Marlette presided as
chairman at Wednesday’s meeting of
the club and addresses were given by
Mr. McMannan of Bay City and
Jacob Barker of McGregor.

A few friends of Mrs. Margaret
Houghton met at her home Tuesday
evening to help her celebrate her
88th birthday. Guests brought their
suppers and enjoyed a pleasant
evening. Mrs. Houghton, who has
spent a number of winters with her
daughter, Mrs. Henrietta Rowley, in
Detroit and Lansing and last winter
with a grandniece, Mrs. J.B. Hobson,
in Mayville, is thinking of staying in
her own home the coming winter.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
As a mark of esteem and friendship

to Dr. J.H. Hays, president of the
Village of Cass City and president of
the Board of Education, who left
Wednesday for Ann Arbor to begin
his duties as assistant to Dr. Darling,
general surgeon at the University
Hospital, 60 men prominent in the
business and professional circles of
Cass City gathered at the Gordon
Tavern Monday evening to attend a
banquet given in his honor. 

Hugh Cooper, an Ellington town-
ship farmer, sold a 320-pound calf to
local stock buyers Saturday that
brought him the neat sum of $28.80.
The animal was three days over two
months old and a Grade Durham.

The west window of Treadgold’s
Drug Store contains a novel window
display showing in miniature the
grounds, players, score board, grand
stand and spectators at the Marlette-
Cass City foot ball game which will
be played in the near future. Bottles
and liniment and adhesive plasters
are scattered along the side lines
ready for any emergency cases.

Cass City will have a 24-hour daily
electric lighting and power service as
soon as the power plant is housed in
the new municipal power house.
This decision was made by the vil-
lage council Monday evening. Dr.
J.H. Hays tended his resignation as
president of the village to take effect
October 12. The election of his suc-
cessor, who will serve until next
March, is a duty for member of the
council to perform at an early date.
During Dr. Hays’ term as president,
the council sessions have been har-
monious gatherings. There were sev-
eral differences of opinion but never
dissensions and the majority rule
was always accepted with good
graces. Mr. Hays proved to be an
able presiding officer, well versed in
parliamentary law. He has been a
progressive and loyal citizen of Cass
City, having the interests of the
municipality at heart, and under his
aggressive leadership several village
improvements have been made and
others are nearing completion. 

5 YEARS AGO (2009)
You won’t find many administrators

whose educational backgrounds are
as varied as Rocky Aldrich’s experi-
ences during his 28-year career.
Aldrich has taught physical educa-
tion/health, industrial education,
math and driver’s education. In addi-
tion to time in the classroom, he’s
served as an elementary principal,
middle school principal and assistant
principal over the years, working in
private school, charter school and
public school settings. He even
boasts a stint in a one-room school.
Aldrich has spent much of his career
in Georgia — at one time serving as
principal at a middle school with an
enrollment of some 1,300 kids in
sixth, seventh and eighth grades. But
he couldn’t look more comfortable
in the superintendent’s office in the
Ubly Community Schools, which
boasts a K-12 enrollment of about
810 kids. Aldrich took over the reins
as Ubly’s superintendent at the
beginning of September, filling a
vacancy left by the retirement of vet-
eran Ubly administrator Ken
Sweeney, who served the district for
38 years. 

Junior quarterback Justin Ketterer
enjoyed a career night against the
Bad Axe Hatchets Friday, leading
Cass City to a 42-16 win. Ketterer,
this week’s Schneeberger’s Athlete
of the Week recipient, completed 8
of 9 passes for 139 yards with 5 of
those tosses finding their way into
the end zone. Ketterer also directed
the Red Hawk offense to near perfec-
tion as they evened their record at 2-
2, following a pair of losses to open
the season.

A joint effort between Cass City’s
youth football program, the Gavel
Club and the Pinney Foundation led
to building a 12’ x 18’ shed at the
Red Hawk practice field used to
house equipment for the football
program.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)
Cass City area residents will have

the opportunity to share a piece of
the past with their loved ones this
Christmas, thanks to the efforts of
the Cass City Historical Society and
the father and son team of Al and
Dave Eicher. The Eichers are nearing
completion of the local historical
society’s video documentary, “The
History and Pioneers of Cass City –
the first 150 years.”

Wow! Here it is halfway through
the regular Greater Thumb West
league season and the Cass City Red
Hawks are perched on the top of the
league, along with USA Patriots,
with a 3-0 record after their first win
over the Lakers in 24 years. And it
was a decisive win, 30-6, that sets
the stage for a showdown battle with
the Patriots on the road Friday.
Defense was led by Jeff Stoutenburg,
Scott Meeker and Brad Langenburg,
each with 7 tackles. Cody Halasz
closely followed them with 6 tackles.
Nick Stoutenburg had 10 carries for
78 yards and Halasz ran 23 times for
140 yards. 

Keith Pobanz is a familiar face in
the Cass City business community,
having sold cars and trucks in town
for more than 40 years. He recently
retired from Curtis Chrysler and is
now working part-time as a realtor
associate at Kelly and Co. Realty. 

Members of the Cass City High
School Marching Band will be hard
pressed to top the pre-game show
they presented prior to Friday night’s
home football contest against
Lakers. The Laker football team
refused to yield, its members contin-
uing to drill as if they hadn’t noticed
80-some musicians in uniform wait-
ing for their opportunity to showcase
the hard work they’ve put in over the
past few weeks. Undaunted, Director
of Bands Doug Burtch’s charges
marched through the Laker squad
and emerged on the other side to
cheers and applause.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
This year’s melon crop was literal-

ly the biggest ever for Cass City area
resident Robert Wood, who brought
a 20-pound specimen into the
Chronicle last week. The melon
measured 13 inches high and 3 feet
in diameter.

It’s the early bird that gets the
salmon. Editor Tom Montgomery
landed a 25-pound King Saturday
fishing off the breakwall at Harbor
Beach. He caught the big fish short-
ly after 5 o’clock. That’s 5 o’clock
a.m., not p.m., folks. They just about
stopped biting when it became day-
light, Tom confides. (From Rabbit
Tracks)

Probably few area residents
watched Saturday’s airing of the
Miss America Pageant as intently as
12-year-old Melanie Joles, who
hopes to one day wear the national
crown. That dream may very well
come true some day for Joles, who

Irony in the lot

at Erla Foods

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

When was the last time you had to spend any amount of time searching for a

parking space at Erla Foods?  Probably the last time you couldn’t find an

empty space along Main Street in Cass City.

I went to Erla’s after last week’s paper hit the newsstands with plans to pick

up a few things; eggs, some fruit, a roast, etc., and left with nothing, because

the parking lot was packed like I’ve never seen before.  So were the aisles, with

shoppers pushing carts practically bulging with going-out-of-business bar-

gains.  I found eggs and fruit, but no meat, and decided an hour-long wait in

line wasn’t worth the trouble.

How ironic, I thought, as I maneuvered my way to exit the parking lot.

Don’t get me wrong; I’m not criticizing residents for taking advantage of the

deals.  In fact, their presence will make it quicker and easier for the owners to

tie up loose ends before closing the doors.

I guess the longtime family-owned grocery store’s closing just didn’t seem

real until I saw all those people and all the empty shelves.  How sad for the

community, especially all of our senior citizens for whom a local grocery is

more than simply a convenience, you know?

I’ve heard much of the local chatter in various conversations and on social

media – “If the owners had just been more competitive with their prices…”,

“It only took them three years to bury the business…”, “All they cared about

was this or that….”, blah, blah, blah.  Sadly, much of these folks’ information

is, simply, wrong, because it’s more entertaining to listen to the always-accu-

rate grapevine than it is to check out the facts for yourself.

I’ve been a journalist for nearly 30 years now and I can tell you there’s almost

always more to a story than the press can publish.

Regardless, the critics will have plenty of time now to gripe on their way to

Caro, Bad Axe or Sandusky the next time they need a bag of apples, a pound

of ground round and a deli-fresh salad.

I suppose the reasons behind the loss of another business – and the commu-

nity’s only remaining grocery store — don’t really matter now.

What does matter is how badly this town wants to continue having its

own grocery, presuming another buyer decides to take the risk.  Badly enough

to shop locally a bit more?  Badly enough to give the new owner(s) the bene-

fit of the doubt as they try to make a go of it, rather than urging others to boy-

cott the business because your brother, sister, Aunt Bertha, Grandpa Joe or

whoever was laid off from that place “for no good reason at all?”

Being a small business owner in a small town is tough these days even with-

out all the drama.  Just ask the former owners of vacant store fronts anywhere.

In the meantime, I suspect a number of Erla’s customers, like me, won’t hes-

itate to agree that the old saying really is true – you don’t know (appreciate)

what you have until it’s gone.

The Cass City Chronicle
welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.

Drop Off
Location

for
Eastgate
Cleaners

IT ALL STARTS WITH LOW PRICES!! SUPERSTORE!!

SUPER
CARPET SALE

SALESTARTSWED.ONE TIMEONLY!

EVERYTHING
10
TO65%OFFWITH ANY CARPET

LABOR
10%OFF WITH ANY CARPET

PAD
20%OFF

It’s here, the sale that everyone waits for. 
You’re not limited as to brands, styles or color.

ONE WEEK ONLY
“SO WHAT ARE

 

YOU WAIT
ING FOR?”

GE CAPITA
L 

FINANCIN
G!

NO MONEY DOWN
AND NO PAYMENTS

OR FINANCE CHARGES
FOR 90 DAYS!

Financing offered to qualified credit customers
through GE Capital Corporation. Ask for details.

ALL CARPETS............10 TO 52% OFF
ALL REMNANTS..........31 TO 65% OFF

ALL NO-WAX VINYLS...10 TO 54% OFF
OFF ORIGINAL FULL ROLL PRICES. EVERYDAY.
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Marjorie Hall

Marjorie Louise Hall, 67, of Cass
City, passed away Sept. 8, 2014 at
Covenant Healthcare-Harrison,
Saginaw after a short illness.

Marge was born Dec. 11, 1946 in
Bad Axe, the daughter of the late
Roy and Louise (Ewald) Krohn. 

She married Richard A. Hall in
Elkton on July 19, 1969. 

She had a bachelor’s degree in edu-
cation from Central Michigan
University and was a second grade
teacher at North Huron School,
Kinde, and at Unionville-Sebewaing
Area Schools. She also worked in a
nursing home in Kirksville, MO
while her husband attended medical
school, this was her passion, being
that she wanted to be a nurse, but
was never able to do so. She was
office manager for her husband’s
medical practice for many years. Her
biggest joy was time with her grand-
children, projects with them, doing

recipes with them, and tending her
flowers.

Marge is survived by her loving
husband of 45 years, Richard, son
Charlie (Bobbi) Hall of Greenville,
daughters, Heidi and Elizabeth
(Dwight) Thabet, both of Cass City,
and her grandchildren, Alex,
Mitchell and Madison Hall and
Anthony and Colin Thabet.

She was predeceased by her broth-
ers, Bruce (Barbara) Krohn, Ronald
(Donna) Krohn and Kenneth Krohn.
A funeral service was held Sept. 11

at the First Presbyterian Church,
Cass City. Reverend Linda Graham
officiated. 

Honoring Marge’s wishes, crema-
tion will follow. Memorials may be
made to the First Presbyterian
Church or to Hills and Dales
Hospital.

Please share condolences at
www.thabetfuneralhome.com        

Arrangements were provided by
Thabet Funeral Home, Cass City.
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The Chronicle welcomes your submissions to be published along with our weekly church directory. Please submit your letter and a photo

of yourself to chronicle@ccchronicle.net or Cass City Chronicle P.O. Box 115, Cass City, MI 48726 or stop by at the corner of Oak and

Main at 6550 Main St., Cass City.

Pastor’s Corner     



If you know Cass City area resident Dagmar “Walker” Brown, you know
where she’ll be every Labor Day weekend.

And this year was no different, as Brown laced up her walking shoes and
made her 55th trek across the
Mackinac Bridge along with thou-
sands of other residents from
Michigan and beyond.  It’s a tradition
that was established back in 1957,
with Brown in attendance for all but
the first two walks across the
“Mighty Mac”.

“It was windy and hazy on the
bridge, but a nice day,” Brown said
of this year’s walk, which again cov-
ered the five-mile span starting in St.
Ignace at the north end of the
Mackinac Bridge in the Upper
Peninsula and ending in Mackinaw
City at the south end in the Lower
Peninsula.

“The crowd was estimated at
40,000.  Gov. Rick Snyder and his
entourage from Lansing led the walk,” said Brown, who had a special meet-
ing with the governor, sharing a hand shake and a hug.
Brown, a Hurds Corner resident who is retired from the U.S. Navy, the state

of Michigan and McDonald’s, has shaken the hand of every Michigan gov-
ernor since G. Mennen “Soapy” Williams in 1959.

During the most recent bridge walk, she continued her tradition of drop-
ping three new pennies into the lake “for good health, happiness and peace.”
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capacity, Project LIBERTY will con-
vert 770 tons of biomass per day to
produce cellulosic ethanol at a rate
of 20 million gallons per year, later
ramping up to 25 million gallons per
year.

In Michigan, POET operates an
ethanol biorefinery in Caro with a
capacity of more than 50 million gal-
lons of ethanol production each year.
In addition, the plant annually pro-
duces nearly 155,000 tons of dried
distillers grain (DDG), a high-quali-
ty feed by-product that provides
added value to the livestock sector.

“We’re proud to make a product
here in Michigan that boosts our
nation’s energy independence and
creates good jobs in our communi-

Continued from page one.

POET chief: farmers can have bigger impact
ty,” said David Gloer, general man-
ager of POET Biorefining - Caro.
“We employ more than 40 people
and we know the economic benefits
and job-creating potential our prod-
ucts bring to the state of Michigan
and our nation.”

“This is an exciting time for
American innovation, and the eco-
nomic benefits of ethanol here in
Michigan speak for themselves,”
Lautt added. “Looking ahead, there
is an enormous opportunity out there
for the taking. To capitalize on it, it is
absolutely critical for Michigan’s
agriculture sector and for our rural
communities that the EPA stays true
to America’s vision of a growing
home-grown, renewable fuel sup-
ply.”

Across Michigan, renewable fuels

like ethanol help support more
than 22,000 good jobs and more
than $4 billion in economic bene-
fits annually, according to industry
estimates.

POET, one of the world’s largest
ethanol producers, is a leader in
biorefining through its efficient,
vertically integrated approach to
production. The 25-year-old com-
pany has a production capacity in
excess of 1.6 billion gallons of
ethanol and 9 billion pounds of
high-protein animal feed annually
from its network of 27 production
facilities. POET, through its joint
venture with DSM, also operates a
commercial-scale cellulosic
ethanol plant in Emmetsburg,
Iowa.

Dagmar brown

Trek number 55
Cass City’s Dagmar Brown completes yet
another Labor Day walk across “Big Mac”

Continued from page one.

Pinktober celebration on tap

Continued from page one.

Respiratory illness in kids on rise

Marlene Schank, FNP-BC
Practicing at:

Hills & Dales
   General Hospital
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Continued from page one.

Customs agents foil poachers from air

Protection Air and Marine Unit helicopter contacted Sanilac County Central
Dispatch at 9:13 p.m. after spotting subjects poaching deer on Schock Road
near Russell Road.

“(They) reported seeing several shots being fired from a vehicle,” Roff
said.  “Deputies from the sheriff’s office responded to the area and were able
to perform a traffic stop on the suspect vehicle.”
Deputies subsequently seized two rifles from the vehicle as well as the car-

cass of a deer.
Roff noted the suspects – three males and one female ranging in age from

23 to 44 – were lodged in the Sanilac County Jail.  “One of the suspects, a
31-year-old male, has been turned over to the U.S. Border Patrol for immi-
gration violations,” he added.

Roff said the Sanilac County Sheriff’s Department and Michigan
Department of Natural Resources Law Enforcement Division are continuing
their investigation.  The suspects’ names were being withheld pending for-
mal arraignment.

Nationally, clusters of EV-D68
infections have recently impacted
the pediatric population in multiple
states.

The virus was first identified in
1962, but has been relatively rare
until recently.  Between 1987 and
2005, 26 cases were reported world-
wide – in the past month, 19 have
been confirmed in Kansas City
alone.

Original reports described clusters
of illness in Missouri and most
recently Illinois. The majority of
those cases had a previous medical
history of asthma or prior wheezing.
Currently, suspected cases are also
being investigated in Alabama,
Colorado, Georgia, Iowa, Kansas,
Kentucky, Michigan, Ohio,
Oklahoma and Utah.

Health officials say this particular
outbreak is associated with an
unusually high number of hospital-
izations.  Children’s Hospital in
Colorado has reported more than 900
cases since mid-August, for exam-
ple, while Children’s Mercy Hospital
in Kansas City, Mo., has seen some
30 children per day with the illness.

Enteroviruses are very common
viruses; there are more than 100
types. It is estimated that 10 to 15
million enterovirus infections occur

in the United States each year.
Symptoms of EV-D68 infection can

include wheezing, difficulty breath-
ing, fever and racing heart rate. Most
people infected with enteroviruses
have no symptoms or only mild
symptoms, but some infections can
be serious requiring hospitalization.

Enteroviruses are transmitted
through close contact with an infect-
ed person, or by touching objects or
surfaces that are contaminated with
the virus and then touching the
mouth, nose, or eyes. There is no
specific treatment for EV-D68 infec-
tions but supportive care can be pro-
vided.

Young residents with asthma are
encouraged to be vigilant in taking
their asthma controlling medica-
tions. In addition, Michiganders can
protect themselves from enterovirus
by taking general hygiene precau-
tions:

*Wash hands often with soap and
water for 20 seconds, especially after
changing diapers.

*Avoid touching eyes, nose and
mouth with unwashed hands.

*Avoid kissing, hugging, and shar-
ing cups or eating utensils with peo-
ple who are sick.

*Disinfect frequently touched sur-
faces, such as doorknobs, especially
if someone is sick.

Thursday, Oct. 30, from 5 to 6:30 p.m.  Last year more than 40 businesses
and other vendors were on hand to distribute free treats and information
downtown, where hundreds of youngsters and parents gathered, many in
costume.  Also returning this year at 7 p.m. will be the Cass City’s Got Talent
show.  Some 250 people attended the show featuring 12 acts last year, and
Kreeger says about 20 performers are expected this year.  “Were looking for
anybody, any age to come and show us their talent,” she added.

Kreeger, who spearheaded as well as played a key role in organizing Cass
City’s first Pinktober celebration, indicated her hopes regarding this year’s
fundraising goal.  “Last year our goal was $10,000, so we’d like to at least
meet that,” she said.
Kreeger explained the idea grew, in part, out of a desire to launch some sort

of community-wide activity in the fall.  She was also familiar with American
Cancer Society programs that tied in with her business at the time – VIP
Salon – such as donating wigs for cancer patients and providing free breast
cancer screenings for women who can’t afford them.

From there, she said, “It just all came together.”
“Obviously, this is about awareness – (for women) to get checked.  That’s

the main thing,” Kreeger pointed out, adding surviving cancer depends on
early detection.  “If you’ve got something, you’ve got to take care of your-
self.”
Anyone interesting in learning more about Pinktober or how to get involved

can contact any of the following committee members: Kreeger (989) 912-
0059; Misty Delong, 5K and 8K run and 5K walk (989) 872-1939; Christine
Anthony, Cutest Kid Contest, (989) 670-8418; Marideth Nizzola, Pink toi-
let, (989) 912-9534; Carrie Luana, pumpkin launch, (989) 450-1729; and
Pam Peters, (989) 912-5347.

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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SUMMER’S ON AGAIN, off again heat has been replaced by cooler temper-

atures and other signs of fall, including a hint of color in the Thumb’s wood-

lots and along village streets.  While the annual color display brought by

autumn is beautiful, few sights can compare to a sunset seen from Michigan’s

sunrise side.
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Your #1 Fans. . .
Auto-Owners Insurance and your local independent agency 

have been a winning combination since 1916. We’ll work with 
you to insure your home, auto, business and life and keep 

everything you value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Call or visit us today! Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $22/year ~ Call 872-2010
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Schuette urges FCC to clamp down on “robocalls”
Attorney General Bill Schuette is

urging the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) to allow phone
companies to utilize call-blocking
technologies that would better pro-
tect consumers from illegal telemar-
keting robocalls and phone scams.

“Michigan consumers deserve
access to any advanced call-blocking
technologies that may help protect
them against illegal and annoying
robocalls from telemarketers,”
Schuette said.

Last year, the Federal Trade
Commission received more than
100,000 complaints from Michigan
residents about unwanted calls.
Since January, Schuette’s office has
received more than 250 complaints
from consumers who received an

unwanted call, the majority from
unidentified callers.

Call-blocking technologies includ-
ing NoMoRobo, Call Control, and
Telemarketing Guard, enable phone
carriers to identify and block unwel-
come sales calls at their customers’
request. However, some phone carri-
ers have not implemented this tech-
nology, in part because of the belief
that federal law prevents carriers
from blocking calls on their con-
sumers’ behalf.

Schuette noted phone carriers have
expressed concern that the FCC’s
legal framework prohibits phone
companies from determining which
calls should be allowed to go
through to a customer and which
should be blocked. Last year, in

explaining the obstacles that phone
carriers face in implementing call-
blocking technologies, US Telecom
wrote to the U.S. Senate
Subcommittee on Consumer
Protection, Product Safety, and
Insurance that “the FCC has con-
cluded that call blocking is an unjust
and unreasonable practice under sec-
tion 201(b) of the Communications
Act of 1934.”

In a letter signed by 31 other state
and territorial attorneys general,
Schuette filed official comments
today with the FCC. The letter urges
the commission to recognize call-
blocking filters as legally appropri-
ate, if requested by customers.

In his letter to the FCC, Schuette
asks for a formal opinion on whether
an exception can be made to allow
companies to block illegal telemar-
keting calls at the request of a con-
sumer.

Schuette reminded consumers to
sign up on the National Do Not Call
list, which helps to deter unwanted
and fraudulent calls and text mes-
sages, by visiting www.ftc.gov/do-
not-call or calling toll-free 1-888-
382-1222. 


