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Cass City Rotary set

for night of comedy
Page 4

Caro’s Rising Star

plans free concert
Page 8

Classes of 1949,
‘51 hold reunions

Photos, page 2

Stop and Go?

Hills and Dales welcomes
nurse practitioner Schank

A BRIEF but violent thunderstorm ripped through the Thumb early

Friday evening, knocking down tree limbs and sending property flying in

Cass City.  Among the casualties was this porta potty, picked up by the

winds in the parking lot behind Rotary Park and dropped at the corner of

Oak and Pine streets. (Related photo, page 8)

Record breaker

Motorist, 91, dies in crash
Friday in Tuscola County

Crops on track to top 2013 production

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Officials at Hills and Dales General Hospital in Cass City recently wel-
comed a new member to their health care team.
Marlene Schank of North Branch will be practic-

ing locally as a board certified family nurse prac-
titioner at the Cass City Medical Practice with
physicians Dr. John Bitner and Dr. Richard Hall,
as well as at the hospital’s after hours clinic.
“Marlene comes to Hills and Dales with 19 years

of experience in nursing,” said Jean Anthony,
Hills and Dales president and CEO.  “She began
her career as a RN at Marlette Regional Hospital
in the acute care unit.  She then worked at
Covenant Cooper in the telemetry unit.  Marlene
returned to Marlette Regional Hospital as an
emergency room RN and then became the nurse
manager in the acute care unit.”

After earning her nurse practitioner license in 2009, Schank worked for
Lapeer Pediatrics and most recently the Mayville Family Health Clinic.

“I focus on prevention, disease processes and health promotion,” Schank
commented.  “I am excited to work for an organization that encourages and
focuses on these objectives.  Everyone has been very welcoming, and I’m
looking forward to meeting patients in the clinics.”

Please turn to page 6.

Marlene Schank

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Despite a brutal winter, a long, wet
spring and a cool summer,
Michigan’s big-acreage field crops

are on pace for better overall produc-
tion compared to last year, agricul-
ture experts say.

The bad news is lies in the prices
for grain key grain commodities,
which have dropped significantly
(see realted story, page 6).

A summary of the statewide crop
production report recently released
by the USDA National Agricultural
Statistics Service’s Great Lakes
Regional Office predicts better than
expected production in corn, soy-

beans, sugar beets and dry, edible
beans. Statistically, at least, all are
outperforming the class of 2013;
only wheat production decreased,
and only slightly.

Dry, edible beans like kidneys, pin-
tos and great northerns are projected
to yield 2,000 pounds per acre, up
100 pounds from last year. That’s
notably higher than the national
average of 1,784 pounds per acre.

With planted acres up sharply from
Please turn to page 6.

MICHIGAN APPLES was the theme

of the 19th annual Fall Family Days

at the Thumb Octagon Barn near

Gagetown, where organizers report-

ed a record crowd under mostly

sunny skies over the weekend.  At

left, volunteer Becky Learman of

Caro was among a host of visitors

invited to help Jerry Auten load

apples onto a mini-conveyer belt on

their way to becoming cider.

15,000-plus crowd enjoys weekend
bash at the Thumb Octagon Barn

Please turn to page 16.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Johnny Appleseed would have been
proud.

The 19th annual Fall Family Days
festival at the Thumb Octagon Barn
drew thousands of people from
locales ranging from nearby
Gagetown to points throughout
Michigan along with distant states
such as Texas and New York.
Canada was also well represented in
the crowd.

There was plenty to see and more
than enough to eat, as well as some
special guests, including Johnny
Appleseed himself, thanks to Ubly’s
David Jaroch.  In addition, 2014
Michigan Apple Queen, Elizabeth
Wittenbach, a Michigan State
University student from Belding,
stopped by Saturday to greet visitors.

“This has been a groundbreaking
year for us,” Martin Kubacki told
Sunday’s crowd, estimated at some
6,000 people.  “Yesterday (Saturday)
we had over 1,000 more people than
we’ve ever had in one day on the
grounds.”

It was also a record for exhibitors –
164, up by more than 40 over last
year, plus more than 200 vendors.

Kubacki later said the combined
weekend attendance was at least
15,000, with some 9,000 folks on
hand Saturday to take in activities
such as presentations by members of
the Michigan Apple Association and
Michigan Bee Keepers, who shared
the story of apples – this year’s Fall
Family Days theme – from the blos-
soms to all the products made from

apples.
Aside from tours of James and Cora

Purdy’s historical eight-sided barn
and farmhouse, swarms of visitors
were encouraged to walk the
grounds to enjoy everything from
live music and a variety of home-
made treats, to patriotic presenta-
tions by area youngsters and teach-
ers, all dressed in attire representing
the 1920s and 30s, at the old Mast
School, a one-room country school.

Dozens of antique and classic trac-
tors and old steam equipment dotted
the grounds as visitors toured the
working sawmill, cider mill, black-
smith shop, sugar shack and grain
elevator.

Among the special presenters dur-
ing the weekend were former long-
time Fall Family Days co-chairman
Bob Hirn, who shared an interactive
lumber industry program in the
sawmill, and Gagetown area resident
Margaret Sergeant, also a veteran
Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn,
who gave historical presentations to
small groups in the barn arena
throughout the weekend festival.
Cass City area beekeeper Dean
Hutchinson was also on hand with
honey separation presentations,
while Carsonville’s Greg Alexander
educated the crowd on apple produc-
tion and processing.

Although Kubacki has co-chaired
the festival for 16 years, this was his
first year heading up the event by
himself.  “It was more work than I
thought,” he said.  “I was pretty
nervous last week, but it came
together.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Tuscola County Sheriff’s Department investigators reported one death in a
two-vehicle traffic crash Friday afternoon in Fremont Township.

Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen Skrent said the accident occurred at
about 3:32 p.m. at the intersection of Saginaw and Mertz roads.

“Deputies report that a vehicle had been northbound on Mertz Road and
failed to yield to a vehicle eastbound on Saginaw Road,” Skrent said.  “The
driver of the northbound vehicle, a 91-year-old male, was pinned in his vehi-
cle and the Jaws of life were needed to free him.  He was transported to an
area hospital where he passed away. The other driver, a 17-year-old male,
was not injured.”
Skrent, who did not release the names of the occupants, said an autopsy was

to have been conducted Saturday.
Deputies were assisted at the scene by the Mayville Police Department,

Mayville Ambulance, Mayville Fire Department and MMR Ambulance.
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THE CASS CITY High School class of 1949 recently gathered. Pictured are

front Elwyn Helwig; (second row, l-r) Hazen Kritzman, Joan (Atkins) Little,

Pat (Brown) Hester, Kathleen (Woolner) McTaggart, Mary (Novak) Egan;

(third row) Harold Little, Duane Warner, Erv Parsch, Cleo (Fulcher)

Kritzman, Anna (Rusnak) Kubacki, Maxine (Agar) Sickler, Eileen

(Beardsley) Beach, Donna (Mitchell) Dorland, Roberta (Guisbert) Danks,

Joanne (Scheck) Jacques; (back row) Bob Howell, Dale Reed, Don Loomas,

Jim Wallace, Chuck Kercher, Chuck Tuckey and Art Caister.

THE CASS CITY High School class of 1951 recently gathered at the Franklin

Inn in Bad Axe. Pictured are (front, l-r) Barbara (Gordon) Hanby, Carol

(Howarth) Watson, Almeada (Profit) Forster, Marion (Wise) Hurley; (middle)

Jim Fox, John Chapin, Marjorie (Bader) Caister, Lillian (Hnatiuk) Koehler,

Fred Matthews, Melva (McConnell) Guinther, Betty (Hobson) Cine; (back)

Chuck Watson, Dick Orlowski, Eunice (Tuckey) Kaufman, Bob Alexander

and Howard Anker. 

SIX-YEAR-OLD Addison

Frederick daughter of

Gavin Frederick and Kati

Ball recently donated 8-

inches of hair to Wigs for

Kids. Frederick has

donated to the organiza-

tion once before in 2012.

Her hair was cut by Jodi

Naegele. 

Wigs for Kids

Baker College of Cass City, a satel-
lite of Baker College of Flint, is
enrolling students for the fall quarter,
with classes beginning Monday,
Sept. 29.  Registration continues
through the start of classes.

New this fall is the revamped
administrative professional associate
degree program with curriculum that
better aligns with today’s employ-
ment opportunities.

Other career programs offered at
Baker’s Cass City campus include
welding, human services, business
management, business administra-
tion, medical assistant, pharmacy
technician, early childhood educa-
tion, computer information systems
and information technology support.

Many financial assistance opportu-
nities are available. For more infor-
mation, call (989) 872-6000.
Students may also schedule an
appointment via the Baker College
website: www.baker.edu. It offers
detailed information about all Baker
College programs, extensive career
outlook and salary information, and
more than 1,000 FAQs.

Baker College
set to enroll for
the fall quarter

Blood drive a 
success with the 
community’s help

More than 80 area donors turned
out for a recent American Red Cross
Blood Drive hosted by the Hills and
Dales General Hospital Auxiliary
and VFW Post 3644, Cass City.

The donors included the following:
Annie Byler and Kevin Romzek,
one-gallon pins; Valerie Wasserman,
Katie Byler and Dale Tabar, two gal-
lon pins; Jacalyn Guinther, four-gal-
lon pin; Kate Van Auken, five-gallon
pin; Gil Kern, seven-gallon pin; and
David Forster, 11-gallon pin.
Organizers lauded local Boy Scouts

who volunteered to help load equip-
ment.

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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(And anyone else he can
get to help)

No grocery store?
Talk it up, friends

We share the Cass City community’s disappointment
upon hearing that Erla Foods will be closing its doors
this month, but we’re also optimistic the village hasn’t
seen the last of a hometown grocery store in operation
locally.
Current owner Venu Ganga gave the business his best

shot and came up short, but not without doing every-
thing in his power – we believe – to keep the store
open.  A final attempt to raise the bottom line by open-
ing a buffet restaurant is a testament to his determina-
tion. 

We would also like to thank Mr. Ganga for his will-
ingness to invest in our community in the first place,
and for making a concerted effort to ensure his
employees and local business accounts are taken care
of before closing this chapter in his career.

We also respect his decision to take the high road
when he said the circumstances that have led to the
store closure are not the fault of the community, espe-
cially having weathered some of what we feel was
unfair and petty criticism in the past.
The question now is, how will Cass City attract anoth-

er business owner willing to invest in this community?
Ganga doesn’t believe an individual can make enough

to keep a store the size of Erla’s running without losing
their shirt.  We hope he’s wrong about that, because
we’re not confident that a group of investors is going
to be willing to buy and run the grocery as a coopera-
tive, as he has suggested.  The organizational chal-
lenges alone would be a nightmare.

Still, Ganga is right on the mark when he describes
the difficulty of trying to compete against the big box
giants and their wholesale buying power.  He’ll also
tell you it’s a no-win situation when customers walk
through his door to take advantage of specials, but
then head off to Caro or Bad Axe to pick up their bulk
paper products, cleaning supplies, etc.  He’s also right
when he cites the loss of dozens of families that have
left the Thumb in search of greener employment pas-
tures over the past several years.
On the other hand, Cass City remains a viable, strong

community that boasts its own hospital along with a
myriad of other healthcare facilities, a college campus,
a respected K-12 public school system, a modern pub-
lic library, a proactive village government, outstand-
ing recreational facilities, a growing industrial base,
and a wealth of community service groups.

In other words, Cass City is an inviting town with
much to offer.

It’s also worth mentioning that a grocery hasn’t out-
lived its usefulness in small communities, especially
those which, like Cass City, have a large segment of
senior citizens who rely on the convenience of a local
store from which to purchase produce, meat and other
items.

Of course, selling the town’s image and the need for
a grocery store isn’t going to be as simple as putting
out the “for sale” sign, but every resident of the com-
munity can help by simply spreading the word – to fam-
ily and friends near and far, via social media and in
many other ways.

That suggestion may be simplistic, but you never
know who might be listening or what a few positive
words might accomplish.

Cass City area runners have an opportunity to enjoy
their sport and lend a hand to a worthy cause at the same
time this weekend.
The Central Thumb Knights of Columbus Council 8892

will host a 5K run and walk Saturday, Sept. 13, starting
at 9 a.m. at the K of C Hall, 6106 Beechwood Dr., Cass
City.

Proceeds from the fundraiser will go to benefit the St.
Agatha’s Food Pantry in Gagetown.

Residents interested in participating can sign up online
at: runsignup.com/race/mi/casscity/centralthumbknight-
sofcolumbus5krunwalk.    

More information is available by calling (989) 872-
4429.

**********

Don’t be the one. 
Hunting from a tree stand is a popular way for hunters

to enjoy their season, but nearly every year a Michigan
hunter is seriously injured or killed falling out of a tree
stand.

Conservation officers at the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources (DNR) remind hunters of the top safe-
ty tips when it comes to tree stands.

Before a hunt, know your equipment:
*Read and understand the manufacturer’s instructions

and warnings before using a tree stand and harness.
*Check the stand, straps and chains before you go out

for signs of wear and tear or missing parts.
*Practice at ground level with your tree stand and har-

ness with a friend or family member.
*Learn how to properly use your harness. The DNR rec-

ommends a full-body harness.
Waist belts or upper body-only harnesses can cause seri-

ous injuries or death in a fall. 
When scouting for a tree:
*Choose a healthy, straight tree that is the right size to

hold you and your stand.
*Check the tree beforehand for insect nests or animal

dens.
*Avoid using climbing stands on smooth-barked trees,

especially during icy or wet weather.
*Clear debris from the base of the tree to minimize

injury from a fall and to ensure a sturdy base if using a
ladder stand. 

During your hunt:
*Tell a reliable person where you are hunting and when

you can be expected to return.
*Wear a full-body harness and make sure it is connect-

ed to the tree at all times. If using a ladder stand or climb-
ing sticks, attach the harness before securing the plat-
form to the tree or stepping onto it.

*Climb higher than your stand and always step down
onto your platform.

*Wear boots with non-slip soles.
*Never carry equipment when climbing – use a haul

line to raise and lower equipment, unloaded firearm or
bow. Do not attach the line near the trigger or trigger
guard of your firearm.

*Have emergency equipment – a knife, cell phone,
flashlight and/or whistle. 

“DNR conservation officers responding to tree-stand
falls see the same mistakes over and over – not using a
harness or a haul line,” said Sgt. Tom Wanless, supervi-
sor of the DNR hunter education program. “Nationally,
82 percent of hunters who fall from a tree stand are wear-
ing a harness, but it’s not connected. And 86 percent of
tree-stand falls take place during the climb up or down.
Harnesses and haul lines save lives.”

For more information about tree stand safety, go to the
Treestand Manufacturers Association website at
www.tmastands.com. For more information about hunt-
ing in Michigan, visit the DNR website at www.michi-
gan.gov/hunting. 
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I’ve been feeding a squirrel. Please note the singular
tense. Squirrel. Not squirrels. People don’t typically
feed squirrels. They feed birds and try to keep the squir-
rels from getting at the bird food. That’s how it goes,
usually.

So I don’t feed multiple squirrels; I feed just one. He
lives in my yard. I named him Earl. 

I guess I’m not so much feeding him as attempting to
train him to understand that when he sees a bright red
bowl on the patio it contains scrumptious morsels. I use
the same bowl, in the same spot, at the same time every
day. When I walk outside with the bowl, I make a click-
ing sound to alert Earl with the message: “Food –
incoming.” It’s my own attempt at classical condition-
ing. Like Pavlov with his dogs except my dog is a sali-
vating squirrel. I was a behavior analyst in another life.
True story.

I provide just a tiny bit of food because I don’t want
Earl to be dependent on me. He still needs to hone and
rely on his survival instincts. I’m no meals on wheels,
more like a snack benefactor.

Besides, I don’t want to feed all the squirrels in my
yard. They’d probably tell their friends and pretty soon
I’d have a squirrel overpopulation situation. Plus I don’t
have any desire to be known as the squirrel lady. 
I chose Earl over the others because he is the cutest. He

frolics in the yard – there’s no other fitting description.
He hops and digs and digs and hops with a glee not typ-
ical of rodents. I get a kick out of the way he holds his
food in his little front paws. (I realize all squirrels do
this, but Earl is especially adorable.) And he is black, so
I am able to distinguish him from his gray cousins. Earl
is my boy.

Except, I don’t know if he is a boy. You have to get
really close to a squirrel to determine its sex. In other
words, Earl could be a girl. But I’m not letting a detail
like that get in the way of my science.

When I started this experiment, I was under the
assumption that squirrels ate peanuts. They do, but
there’s a problem with this practice. In a squirrel’s
world, peanuts are the nutritional equivalent of cheese
puffs. They are junk food, plain and simple. 
So I decided to attempt to enhance rather than sabotage

Earl’s diet. It’s what a friend would do. Google taught
me squirrels are vegetarians, so I thought I’d give it a
whirl. Each day I’ve tried something new – in combina-
tion with a beloved peanut or two. I put a couple of

grapes in his bowl. He nibbled on one. I tried a cherry
tomato. Earl buried it. I gave him a big treat of a straw-
berry. He took one bite and tossed it aside. Corn was also
discarded. Ditto that for a slice of cucumber and piece of
banana. Today he rejected carrots, even though the
Internet warned against letting squirrels gorge on carrots
because most of them love carrots that much. Earl is not
most squirrels. 

He is a junk food junkie and wants only peanuts. Little
stinker.
He’ll eat one and then bury the other. He’s got them scat-

tered throughout the yard and I guess plans to dig them up
come winter. This is plausible. According to my research,
squirrels are quite adaptable, which equates to intelli-
gence in the animal kingdom. They have the ability to
envision 3D maps of the locations where they’ve buried
their nuts (and in Earl’s case a tomato). They can access
this information days and even months later to find sup-
per. I don’t have the brain capacity to create 2D maps, so
Earl’s got my respect there. 

Now if only I could get him to eat his vegetables.
---

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
published playwright and author. You can read more and
follow her column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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Circuit court news

Several defendants appear on charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Cotey J. Harju, 21, Gagetown,
pleaded guilty to a charge of deliver-
ing a controlled substance to a minor
July 14 in Gagetown.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case, bond was contin-
ued at $15,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Dennis C. Sayen, 51, Bay City,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, July 6 in Wisner
Township.  He was also convicted of

being an habitual offender (three or
more prior felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$10,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-
iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Tera J. Gottschalk, 24, Cass City,

pleaded guilty to one count of violat-
ing the Sex Offenders Registration
Act by failing to notify local law
enforcement of a change in address
May 29 in Cass City.  

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$2,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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A night of comedy
Cass City Rotary Club fundraiser to feature Norm Stulz

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

You might not associate the Cass City Rotary Club with
an evening of laughter, but local club members are out to
change that and at the same time raise money for a vari-
ety of good causes.
The Rotary Club will present a “Night of Laughs” with

Comedian Norm Stulz Saturday, Sept. 27, at 7 p.m. at
Northwood Meadows, 6086 Beechwood Dr., Cass City.
The doors will open at 6 p.m.  Ticket prices are $30 in
advance and $35 at the door and may be purchased at
Knights Insurance Agency, Thumb National Bank or
from any Cass City Rotary Club Member.

The evening will include a dessert bar and open bar
(must be at least 21 to attend).

Stulz, a regular on the Johnny Burke and the Morning
Crew show on Friday mornings on 96.1 WHNN, started
his professional comedy career at Mark Ridley’s
Comedy Castle in Detroit back in 1981 and has since
gone on to become one of the industry’s premier come-
dy story tellers.

Cass City Rotary Club member Carolyn Sorenson said
Stulz will bring a high-energy, clean comedy show to
Northwood Meadows.

“This show is a fundraiser.  It is a way for our club to

generate more funds to continue contributing back into
our community and around the world,” Sorenson said.

“Our Rotary Club has invested over $260,000 into our
community and world in the past 10 years,” she added.
“Some of our donations have enabled our athletic, boost-
er programs, chamber events, festivals and historical
societies to continue.  We have also contributed to our ag
science learning lab (at Cass City High School), commu-
nity Thanksgiving (dinner), Christmas for Kids,
Imagination Library, VFW building fund, Rotary Youth
Exchange, Revive food pantry, helping to eradicate polio
from the world, and several other international projects.

“We have built the disc golf course at the Cass City
Recreation Park and also developed Rotary Park into a
popular music venue in downtown Cass City,” Sorenson
continued, referring to Rotary’s “Music in the Park”
summer concert series.

“The monies that we take in go to good use as well as
enable our community to come together and have fel-
lowship and have a part in what we do,” she said.

Sorenson noted the Rotary Club of Cass City is com-
mitted to making the community a better place to live,
shop and work, and anyone interested in learning more
about the service organization is welcome to attend a
local club meeting, held at noon every Tuesday at
Gilligan’s Restaurant in downtown Cass City.

Open house 
to honor Cass
City Chamber
chief Mulligan

Area residents are being invited to
an open house this week to wish
local chamber of commerce
Coordinator Dee Mulligan well and
good luck in her future endeavors.

The open house is slated for Friday
from 1 to 5 p.m. in the student center
at the Baker College campus in Cass
City.  The event will then be moved
to the Charmont, also in Cass City,
starting at 5:30 p.m. for those who
cannot attend during the day.

“Dee will be leaving her position at
the Cass City Chamber on Sept. 26,
as well as her night coordinator posi-
tion at Baker College,” noted Karen
Easterling, Baker College Cass City
Campus director.

“(She) will be greatly missed by the
students of Baker College as well as
the community,” Easterling said.
“Dee has been a critical part of the
success of the chamber through her
tireless hours of shopping for
Christmas for Kids, Summer Mania
and, of course, the annual chamber
dinner.  (We) wish Dee all the best as
she continues her journey in Chicago
to obtain her doctorate degree from
De Paul University.”

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle

P.O. Box 115, Cass City
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The winner was the Capac Chiefs
with a score of 319, one shot better
than the Lakers who posted a 320.
Ryan Biddinger led Cass City with
an 88. Next was Michael Stevens,
92, followed by Cameron Lautner,
93 and Kurt Hanby, 95.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)

Cass City Intermediate School stu-
dents recently elected student coun-
cil officers for the new school year.
They are Jason Walther, president,
Mike Sherman, vice president,
Aaron Hewitt, secretary, and Mark
Rockwell, treasurer. School coun-
selor Richard B. Partlo will continue
in his role as council advisor.

Linda Downing has re-opened the
door to single parent foster care
licensing through the Tuscola
County Department of Social
Services. Downing’s home is among
5 DSS-licensed foster homes in Cass
City. There are a total of about 43 in
the county.

Champions of the season-ending
Cass City Golf League tournament
and regular season champions were
crowned Sunday at Scenic Country
Club, Pigeon. Winning the best ball,
handicap tournament was the team
of Jason McCallum and Tom
Wallace with a score of 83.5. Just .2
of a stroke back was the team of Paul
Chappel and Kim Glaspie. In the
regular season, winner of division
one was Jerry Toner and of division
2, Randy Sherman. The co-winners
played off for the championship
flight title and it ended in a tie. They
were declared co-champions and
will share the first place prize. In the
first flight competition, Keith
Adelberg, the winner in flight 3,
defeated John Agar, 4th flight, for
the title.

For at least a week, the Cass City
Red Hawks own a share of the
Thumb B Association lead following
a convincing, 33-13, win Friday over
the visiting Marlette Red Raiders.
Tim Englehart averaged 15 yards a
carry as he netted 150 yards in 15
tries. Scott Dillon racked up 91 yards
in 10 attempts. The defense was led
by Randy Johnson, who was credited
with 15 tackles, including 5 that
were unassisted. Englehart and
Dillon also helped on defense with 9
tackles each. Chris Ventline also had
9 tackles.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

Member of the state Board of
Education, Ph.D., Director of the
Division of Minority Affairs at
Michigan State University. Not bad
for the son of migrant farm worker
parents. Gumecindo Salas is all
those. He was born Nov. 11, 1941
near Argyle. His father, also named
Gumecindo, and mother Cruz, came
to this country as migrant workers
from Mexico. He was one of nine
children (six sisters and two broth-
ers) and all labored on farms as
youngsters. “Everybody worked.”
Doing farm labor, Salas admits, may
have been an incentive to do well in
school. 

The Hawk gridders lifted the cur-
tain on the 1979 season Friday with a
comparatively easy victory at
Standish, 28-12. Against Standish
Cass City exhibited a balanced
attack, piling up 252 yards rushing
and 166 yards passing. Mike Vatter
was awarded the Red Hawk award
for his 21 tackles at line backer and
his work at guard on offense. Bob
Sawdon picked up 151 yards in 27
rushing plays.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

Enick Rutkoski, of 4145 S. Seeger
St., showed it doesn’t necessarily
take patience, hard work or energy to
raise monster squash. Rutkoski had a
mammoth 31-pound, 41-inch squash
he said thrived in a patch of weeds
near his house. The master gardener
said he raised nearly a dozen more
nearly as large. The only problem
now is how to cook it.
When Donna Lalko of Kingston was
the winner of a bike in a drawing at
Ouvry Chev.-Olds it marked the first
time she was lucky enough to win
something. The prize was a 10-speed
bike for the 19-year-old employee at
Walbro Corporation. The prize on
display was a boys’ bike, but Amie
Ouvry promised to switch it for a
girls’ model. He promised after Miss
Lalko explained that she had four
brothers and was afraid she might
never get to ride her prize if she
brought home a boys’ model.
Joseph Gorka’s hand is on the mend

after being pinched between a fork-
lift truck and a scrap bin for nearly
20 minutes early Wednesday morn-
ing, Sept. 4, at Bassett
Manufacturing. Gorka was freed by
Police Chief Gene Wilson after his
shouts had aroused neighbors.

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

Wayne E. Brown, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Willis Brown of Cass City,
posted a high batting average in the
Air Force League play-offs. For bat-
ting 490 out of 500, he was given a
trophy by his squadron leader. They
flew from Sacramento, Calif., to
Amarillo, Texas, and placed third out
of 15 teams.

Mrs. James Bauer, Centennial
chairman, surprised members
Tuesday night at their Centennial
organizational meeting by announc-
ing her withdrawal from the chair-
manship. Mrs. Bauer listed ill health
as the reason for the move, but
stressed that she would be available
in an advisory capacity. Before
announcing her resignation, Mrs.
Bauer announced the various com-
mittees and committee chairmen for
the centennial. With her resignation,
most of the burden of the event will
fall on the shoulders of her two
cochairmen, Clinton House, village
attorney, and James Ware, Walbro
official.

At Cass City, enrollment was up
about 40 students over last year.
Total enrollment was 1303 with 841
students in kindergarten through
eighth grade and 462 in grades nine
through 12.

Miss Vonda Kay VanDyke of
Phoeniz, Ariz., the new Miss
America, is a friend of Miss Sharon
Caister, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Maurice Caister, former residents of
this area. Miss VanDyke is also well-
known to Miss Joan Lindsay of this
area. The girls are all graduates of
the Phoenix Christian High School,
Phoenix, Ariz.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)

The first two weeks of play in the
autumn schedule of the Cass City
Bowling League finds the Edwin
Fritz and Mason Wilson groups tied
for first place and the M.B. Auten
and George Dillman teams in the cel-
lar positions, with the other 14
groups in positions between the two
extremes. There’s plenty of time for
surprise changes to materialize for
there are 14 more weeks of play
before the season closes on
December 21. 

Patricia Ann Donnelly, daughter of
Neil Donnelly and granddaughter of
Mrs. Charles Donnelly, both of Cass
City, who has been a fashion and
photographic model in Detroit since
her graduation from Northwestern
High School, Detroit, in June, 1938,
was selected Queen of American
Beauties Saturday night in the final
judging of 42 girls from all parts of
the nation at the Atlantic City, N.J.,
beauty contest. Miss Patricia is nine-
teen years of age, is 5 feet 7 inches
tall and weighs 126 pounds. She has
brown hair and eyes with a light
complexion. She lives with her
mother in Detroit. Mr. Donnelly is
employed by E. B. Schwaderer,
highway contractor, here. Contracts
for endorsements and modeling,
worth more than $8,000 have been
offered Miss Donnelly in her new
role as Miss America.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)

The Burnside Band, organized in
1896, met Labor Day in the Kreiner
grove at Burnside for the first time in
eight years and an enjoyable time
was had. After a good old-fashioned
dance at the Burnside hall in the
evening, the band planned to meet
again in another year. Among the old
members present were: C.J. Dandell
and Geo.Hossack, of Detroit; Walter
Buby, of Saginaw; Will Martus, of
Cass City; Charles Conley and Art
Wilcox, of Brown City; J. Adam
Wingert, of North Branch; Otto
Henn, Floyd Henn, Owen Henn,
Fred Buby, Albert Martus, Louis
Brown and Peter Linck, of Burnside.

“It wouldn’t cost anything,”
remarked B.J. Dailey recently when
the fire whistle blew, “to have the
town divided into four sections, tak-
ing the intersection of Main and
Seeger Sts. as the center. After the
general alarm was given, one, two,
three or four blasts could be sounded
to designate the section of the town
in which the fire was located.” This
idea is passed on to the members of
the fire department for their consid-
eration, and if they deem it wise, to
number the sections. Quite frequent-
ly when the fire whistle blows, citi-
zens run several blocks to the fire
hall and find that the fire is located
but a few doors or blocks away from
their home or place of employment
which they left so hastily. Had they
known where the fire was located,
they might have saved their energies
for more useful employment at the
scene of conflagration.

5 YEARS AGO (2009)

That was trek number 50. Dagmar
“Walker” Brown of rural Cass City
completed trek number 50 across the
Mackinac Bridge on Labor Day.
Brown dropped 3 new pennies into
Lake Michigan for herself and
friends for good health, happiness
and peace. Brown is a retired dental
technician chief, U.S. Navy, and a
retired licensed practical nurse. She
now works at McDonald’s.

Stan Morell is 90 years young and
still enjoys running his AKC regis-
tered beagles, “Teddy” and “Bubba”.
The Cass City area resident spent
decades breeding, raising and train-
ing rabbit dogs for himself and other
sportsmen. He’s given up raising
puppies, but still enjoys running his
dogs “every chance I get.”

Through the first 3 weeks of the
2009 Red Hawk football season, jun-
ior Alex Varney has established him-
self as the team’s go-to player.
Friday at Harbor Beach, he led Cass
City to a 54-42 victory, collecting
185 yards rushing on 19 carries that
produced 4 touchdowns, including
runs of 42, 10 and 2 yards. Varney
also scored on a 64-yard pass play
from Justin Ketterer. Varney also
contributed on the defensive side of
the ball with an interception and
recorded a team-high 16 tackles. He
is the son of Kathy and Ben Varney
and this week’s Schneeberger’s
Athlete of the Week.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

The weather was simply picture
perfect for the 9th annual Fall
Family Days at the Thumb Octagon
Barn over the weekend, and huge
crowds took advantage of every
minute of the 2-day celebration.
“The weather was excellent. We
couldn’t have asked for anything
more,” Fall Family Days Co-
Chairman Bob Hirn acknowledged
Monday. “We had another record
crowd,” Hirn said. “Our educated
guess is, we had roughly 12,000 peo-
ple.”

Members of the Cass City High
School bands rolled up their sleeves
and washed cars Saturday at Curtis
Chrysler to raise funds for their
future trip to Disney World. The
effort generated roughly $350.

Cass City Red Hawks used a last
half spurt Thursday to register their
second win in 3 tries this season.
Playing at Ubly, Cass City defeated
the Bearcats, 49-39. Emily
Schinnerer led the offense with 18
points and Ashley Hendrick netted
12.  Kim Lackowski led Ubly with
13.

Cass City finished 14th in the 16-
team golf invitational at Brown City.

Moving just got

real for this kid

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I really dislike change, but I’ve been harboring a strange, almost giddy antic-

ipation of making a move – literally – following what seems like a whirlwind

house hunting expedition (well, my wife, Deb, actually did the hunting and it

took several weeks.  I just agreed to consider the idea).

Of course, in truth I’ve been considering moving since we settled into our cur-

rent ranch home about 27 years ago.  I just hadn’t gotten around to doing any-

thing about it.

I have double-talked my way out of it a few times, as in, “Sure, hon, we

should consider moving, take a look at our options, discuss the possible out-

comes based on location, cost, etc., and then we can see where we’re at once

we reach that juncture…”

Anyway, we close on our new place Thursday, so I’m guessing we’ll be

spending the next few weeks packing boxes and what not.

Not to worry (or sorry to disappoint you, whichever may be the case) – we’ll

still be living in the Cass City area.  In fact, we’re relocating to metro Deford

(specifically, the nearby burbs.  I’m not ready to return to the hustle and bus-

tle of city living again just yet).

Always the reporter, I sought out some moving hints and tips, and ran across

some words of wisdom from Sheila Moss, a humor columnist from Nashville,

Tenn.  Moss cites the Murphy’s Laws of Moving, which include, with a few

personal revisions/additions:

*No matter how many boxes you have, you will never have enough.  My only

concern is I’ll end up toting the giant boxes that originally contained the econ-

omy packs of adult diapers or Preparation H (not exactly the impression I want

to make with the new neighbors).

*The more your friends promise to help, the more likely it is they will be

deathly ill or out of town the weekend you are moving.  Well, unless, of course,

they hunt and you have access to some woods. 

*Whatever it is you need, chances are good you’ll find it at the bottom of a

box that has already been taped shut.

*Now that you’re moving and no longer need it, you will always find some-

thing you have been looking for for years.  I can only hope what’s left of my

sanity will reappear, somewhere.

*The thing that gets broken will always be an irreplaceable antique heirloom

– never something cheap that you didn’t like anyway.  No problem for us

because we don’t have anything irreplaceable, except maybe for my singing

Billy Bass.

*No matter how large the new place is, it will shrink before you move in.

All in all, the list isn’t too scary.  Actually, I’m really starting to look forward

to the move, although my wife will tell you getting me started when it comes

to certain things – even considering some things — can be an almighty trial.

It’s not like she really needs to remind me every six months, though, you

know?
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2013, this year’s production is esti-
mated to total 4.14 million hundred-
weight, or 210,322 tons — a 20 per-
cent increase from last year.

Bean growers in Michigan planted
their acres ahead of schedule, finish-
ing in late June. Conditions have
been favorable for plant develop-
ment, and by Aug. 1 three-quarters
of the crop was rated good to excel-
lent.

For dry beans, the path between
adequate and excessive moisture is a
narrow one.

“We’ve got some dry beans that
were hurt early on with water, but the
ones we planted later look pretty
decent — they’re starting to turn and
get some color in them,” said Nathan
Clarke, who raises a variety of row
crops in Midland and Isabella coun-
ties, including 650 acres of black
beans and 150 acres of cranberry
beans.

“The cool nights and high humidity
we’ve been having is good weather
for mold,” Clarke added, “but I think
we’re getting past where it’s likely to
be a problem.”

Navy, black and small red beans
make up the lion’s share of
Michigan’s bean acreage, but grow-
ers here also raise cranberry, kidney,
pinto, great northern and other popu-
lar varieties. Michigan leads the
nation in black, cranberry and small
red bean production, and ranks sec-
ond to North Dakota in overall bean
production.

Corn growers expect yields averag-
ing 161 bushels per acre, six bushels
more than last year and about seven
bushels fewer than the national aver-
age of 167.4 bushels. If realized, the
national corn crop of 14 billion
bushels would set a new national
record.

Ag officials say crops
should top 2013 yields

Continued from page one. Corn’s long road to maturity and
farmers’ late start planting it this year
— as much as a month behind sched-
ule — has growers concerned about
the onset of autumn.

“The big question is when the frost
comes,” said Bob Boehm, manager
of Michigan Farm Bureau’s Center
for Commodity, Farm and Industry
Relations. “We’ve seen a lot of vari-
ability in weather and soil condi-
tions, but overall crops look good. In
most places we’ve had adequate
moisture, favorable weather during
pollination, and no big pest con-
cerns.

“The unknown is that first hard
freeze date,” Boehm said. “If we can
get well into October without that,
we’ll be good.”

Michigan soybean production is
projected to best last year by 21 per-
cent, totaling 100.76 million bushels.
Unchanged from 2013, the yield
forecast is 44 bushels per acre.

U.S. soybean production is forecast
at a record 3.82 billion bushels, up
16 percent from last year. The
national average soybean yield pro-
jection — a record high of 45.4
bushels per acre — is coming from a
total harvesting area of 84.1 million
acres, also a record.
In alfalfa hay — the primary forage

for dairy cattle — increased planting
acreage and improved yields of 3.3
tons per acre are adding up to a total
production of 2.1 million tons
statewide.

Across the Thumb and Saginaw
Valley, Michigan’s sugar beet grow-
ers estimate a yield of 26.5 tons per
acre, up .3 tons from last year.

Only wheat fields are underper-
forming compared to last year, yield-
ing 73 bushels per acre, down two
bushels from 2013. Michigan’s total
winter wheat crop is expected to
total 37.2 million bushels.

Price drops are pinching
the state’s grain farmers 

Farmers who enjoyed well-publicized high prices last year are seeing the
correction they all knew was coming, and they will influence more than just
the farmers’ bottom lines.
Prices received by Michigan farmers for key grain commodities in July and

August were generally down, according to the latest report from the USDA
National Agriculture Statistics Service’s Michigan field office. Some notable
Michigan prices included:

*August corn: $3.60 per bushel (33 cents less than July; $2.44 less than
2013).

*August soybeans: $12.40 per bushel (60 cents less than July; $2 less than
2013).

*August wheat: $5.70 per bushel (five cents less than July; 73 cents less
than 2013).
*August milk, at $24.20 per cwt. (50 cents more than July; $3.80 more than

2013).
“The challenge from lower prices will potentially begin to impact 2015

returns and bring pressure to input costs and land rents,” said Bob Boehm,
manager of Michigan Farm Bureau’s (MFB) Center for Commodity, Farm
and Industry Relations. “The decline in commodity prices for corn, soybeans
and wheat reflect much-improved outlooks of yield and production, rebuild-
ing supplies. Demand from ethanol remains stable to potentially lower—
depending on the outcome of the Renewable Fuels Standard decision by
EPA—and livestock numbers have yet to rebound from historic lows.”

On a global scale, Boehm noted Chinese grain and oilseed purchases have
slowed, and the overall outlook for global crop production has improved.

“Livestock and dairy prices continue to stay in positive territory, especial-
ly when combined with lower feed costs,” he said. “Overall, crop farmers
should be looking at favorable returns from 2014 with record yields —
assuming the northern tier of states avoid an early frost — and a good por-
tion of this year’s crop has been priced ahead at more profitable levels.”  

Continued from page one.

“We are very excited to welcome
Marlene to our health care team,”
Anthony said.  “She will provide
exceptional care to our patients at
Cass City Medical Practice and the
after hours clinic.  We are impressed

Hospital welcoming Schank
with her extensive nursing back-
ground and know she brings great
experience to our team.  We are look-
ing forward to our patients seeing
Marlene.”

Appointments with Schank may be
made by contacting the Cass City
Medical Clinic at (989) 872-8202.

Art gallery to host auctions
Artistic Endeavors Gallery in Cass City will be celebrating its second year

in existence with some special events planned for Friday evening.
“There will be a live auction, silent auction and a bid box,” said Marilyn

Biefer, gallery director.  “The art is all original art done by artists living in
the area.”

The event is scheduled for 6 to 8 p.m. at the gallery, located at 6358 Main
Street.
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by Mark Karwowski, pastor
Living Word Worship Center

Jeremiah 29:11-13 says: “For I
know the plans I have for you,” says
the Lord. “They are plans for good
and not for disaster, to give you a
future and a hope. In those days
when you pray, I will listen. If you
look for me wholeheartedly, you will
find me.”

God had plans for your life well
before you were born. The plans are

Pastor’s Corner

Walking Daily With God
good and will provide a future and
hope. Where things go wrong is
when we don’t follow this plan and
think we can do better on our own.
This is not how God intended things
to be. God wants to walk with us and
guide us.
So how do we do this? God gives us

the answer in these verses in
Jeremiah. We need to take action.
God says that if we seek Him, we
will find Him. We just need to ask!
And God even tells us how to ask.
He says that when we pray, He will
listen. God hears our every prayer.
Just because out prayers don’t

always get answered like we think
they should, does not mean God is

not listening. God will meet our
needs and He will often do it in ways
much better than how we think
things should happen.

We need to trust in God and speak
with Him daily. I would like to pres-
ent a challenge that you start your
day talking with God for one week
and see how your life changes. He
wants a relationship with His chil-
dren that He loves very much. He
loves us so much that He sent His
Son, Jesus Christ to die on the cross
as a sacrifice for our sins. If He loves
us that much, don’t you think He will
take care of us if we let Him?

The Chronicle welcomes your

submissions to be published

along with our weekly church

directory. Please submit your

letter and a photo of yourself

to chronicle@ccchronicle.net

or Cass City Chronicle P.O.

Box 115, Cass City, MI 48726

or stop by at the corner of Oak

and Main at 6550 Main St.,

Cass City.



PAGE EIGHT CASS CITY, MICHIGANCASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2014

������������������������������������
������

�����������
�����������
������������������
���
�����

�(��&&� ( +�&�� +�#�(�$, 
.(& ,,�)-# +0$, �'�+% �

��	��	�������������	
�	��	�	�����	��
��
����������������
�����������������
����������	�

��& �	 "$(,�

�. ,��1��� *- '� +�����-�����'�

���������
������

�(&1�0#$& �,.**&$ ,�&�,-��
�����
���
���!)+���� *+$� ,��(��	� �������

�������� ��������

� �0).&��&$% �-)�-#�(%�-# ��)''.($-1�!)+��&&
)!�-# $+�,.**)+-�-#+)."#�-# �1 �+,��

� ��&,)�$(/$- �-# ��)''.($-1�-)�,-)*�$(��(�
-�% ���/�(-�" �)!�-# , �,�/$(",��

2�# ��("�,��(���+&���))�,�� �'

�
	���������
�����

�������
�����������	��������������

�����������������
����
�������������

��	�����
�
�����
��	�

�������
������

�������������������	�����
�����	������������������

���	�������������
�������������������

CARO RESIDENT Megan Tibbits, who was

among the 12 Rising Star finalists, will present a

free concert to express her gratitude for the out-

pouring of voter support from the Thumb during

her appearances on the popular television show.

The concert is slated for Saturday at 7:30 p.m. in

the Caro High School gymnasium.

“Rising Star”plans free concert

FRIDAY’S THUNDER storm damage in town was

largely limited to small limbs being knocked down,

but some larger, dead or diseased section of tree

trunks also fell victim.  This section of tree came

crashing down along South Seeger Street, barely

missing a vehicle parked in the alley near the All

Pets Veterinary Clinic.
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Foundation
encourages
membership
with 10 trees
Everyone from Michigan who joins

the Arbor Day Foundation in
September will receive 10 free trees
as part of the foundation’s Trees for
America program.

Through Trees for America, every-
one is encouraged to plant trees that
will benefit the environment and
improve the quality-of-life. With one
million members, the Arbor Day
Foundation is the nation’s largest
nonprofit organization dedicated to
planting trees.

Everyone joining this month will
receive an eastern redbud, white
pine, sugar maple, white flowering
dogwood, pin oak, red maple, river
birch, silver maple, northern red oak
and Colorado blue spruce.

“This group of trees was carefully
selected to yield year-round benefits
in Michigan, including beautiful
spring flowers, cool summer shade,
spectacular autumn colors and win-
ter berries and nesting sites for song-
birds,” said Matt Harris, chief execu-
tive of the Arbor Day Foundation.

“These trees will also add to the
proud heritage of Michigan’s 125
Tree City USA communities,” Harris
continued. “For the last 38 years,
Tree City USA has supported effec-
tive urban forest management across
Michigan, and planting these trees
will enhance the state’s tree-planting
tradition.”

The trees will be shipped postpaid
at the right time for planting between
October 15 and December 10. The
six- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed
to grow or they will be replaced free
of charge. Easy-to-follow planting
instructions are enclosed with each
shipment of trees.

New members of the Arbor Day
Foundation will also receive The
Tree Book, which includes informa-
tion about tree planting and care.

To receive the 10 free trees, send a
$10 membership contribution to Ten
Trees, Arbor Day Foundation, 100
Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, NE
68410, by September 30, 2014, or
join online at arborday.org/septem-
ber.
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Coaches 
call in your scores to

872-2010 or fax: 872-3810
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(989) 670-6700
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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“I’m a perfectionist and I learned
that from Bob.  He’s the same way,”
Kubacki added.

Kubacki was quick to credit the
smooth operation to roughly 400
volunteers who do everything from
serve food to direct traffic.  “It
amazes me how many volunteers we
have that are not members of the
organization – about 150 – they just
want to help us out,” he added.

It’s little wonder Fall Family Days
draws such huge numbers these

Continued from page one. days, given the monumental effort
put forth over the past several years
by the volunteers who make up the
Friends of the Thumb Octagon Barn,
especially a core of volunteers that
has spent countless – hours repair-
ing, restoring and equipping what
was once an eight-sided barn and
large farmhouse in desperate need of
tender loving care.

Even after the Purdy barn and home
were restored, workers continued to
add new attractions and recruit new
members, many of whom are part of
the faithful army of volunteers it

takes to organize and run a fall festi-
val that attracts thousands of visitors
from near and far.

Still, even veterans of the Friends of
the Thumb Octagon Barn marvel at
the crowds that gather for this single
fall weekend every year.

“It’s magnificent,” commented
Sergeant, who began volunteering
with the friends group when she
retired from a 36-year teaching
career in Saint Clair Shores back in
1993.

“It is remarkable that we have this
in the Thumb,” Sergeant said.

MARY GEER of Kingston (above, center) and Monica

Cronin (far right) of Carsonville demonstrate their

spinning skills with alpaca fiber; Nile Hayden (bottom

left) traveled all the way from Sand Lake to participate

in the popular tractor parade in the 1932 yellow Ford

Coupe he created using a golf cart; equipment demon-

strations included this old veneer mill (top, left),

patented in 1888 and one of only four left in Michigan;

Addy Battel, 12 (left, center), daughter of Sue and Bob

Battel, Cass City, was among the models who took part

in fashion shows in front of the barn featuring various

apron styles from years past; and Johnny Appleseed

(far right), also known as Ubly’s David Jaroch, was on

hand over the weekend to greet visitors.

Barn hosts record crowds for fall festival


