
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Erlas Foods owner Venu Ganga confirmed Thursday what the local rumor
mill has been cranking out unsubstantiated for weeks: Erla’s will close its
doors later this month, leaving Cass City without a grocery store and nearly
four dozen area
residents without
jobs.

The decision was
based on a number
of factors, includ-
ing a shrinking
population and
competition for
shoppers’ hard-
earned dollars dur-
ing some difficult economic times, according to Ganga, who blames neither
the community nor loyal Erla customers for the closure.

“We tried everything (to make a go of the business), but at the end of the
day, we’re also human beings,” Ganga commented during a recent interview
in his office at Erla Foods.  “The truth is, I lost everything in this deal.  (But)
it is not the fault of the community.  It’s not anybody’s fault; it’s economics,
many factors.  We cannot, a small store like us, compete with a Dollar
General, we cannot compete with a Walmart.  We can’t.
“There are so many good people in the community.  They need to know the

truth, because there are 45 people losing their jobs,” added Ganga, who took
over ownership of the store in early 2011.
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Happy belated TP

Day, my friends
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season with a “W”
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Class of ‘64, Old
Settlers gather

Photos, page 2

Keep calm and fight the flames...

SOME 15,000 visitors are expected to

attend this year’s Fall Family Days Sept. 6-

7 at the Thumb Octagon Barn near

Gagetown.  Above, Ava, 4, and Fischer

LeGault, 6, the children of Brandon and

Kristen LeGault, Harbor Beach, take a

turn pumping water the old-fashioned way

during last year’s festival.

ROUGHLY 70 FIRE
fighters from 10
departments in
Tuscola, Huron and
Sanilac counties gath-
ered in Cass City
Thursday night for a
training session led by
the Michigan Propane
Gas Association
(MPGA) Emergency
Training Team and
hosted by the Elkland
Township Fire
Department. (Related
photos, page 16)

Organizers gearing up to host 15,000
visitors during Fall Family Days fest

NO SALE

By Tom Montgomery
Editor

Folks planning to attend this year’s
Thumb Octagon Barn Fall Family Days
near Gagetown could find themselves
face-to-face with Johnny Appleseed

Please turn to page 4.

Gangas closing the doors
at Erla’s later this month

while exploring just about everything
there is to know about Michigan Apples,
from bees pollinating the blossoms to a
variety apple products.

Just be prepared for some company.
Martin Kubacki, Ubly, chairperson of
the 19th annual Fall Family Days, says

he’s expecting more than
15,000 people to attend
the weekend festival.
Fall Family Days is slat-

ed for Saturday and
Sunday, Sept. 6 and 7,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
both days, with all
events, demonstrations
and displays in action.
Admission is $5 (kids
ages 5 and younger free).

The celebration kicks
off at 4 p.m. Friday, Sept.
5, with a fish fry served
until 7 p.m.  The cost will
be $10 for adults and $5
for kids ages six to 12.
Greg Talaski, Kinde, will

prepare the delicious fish, and the menu
will include baked beans, scalloped
potatoes, vegetable, coleslaw, roll, plus
dessert - apple pie.  Snover area resi-
dents George and Lavonne Pettinger are
coordinating the event, which will be
held inside the Munro Building.
Afterwards, visitors are invited to a
music jam in the barn with the Eastern
Michigan Music Makers.

The theme for the 2014 Fall Family
Days is Michigan Apples, and in the
tent next to the Purdy home, members
of the Michigan Apple Association and
Michigan Bee Keepers will be on hand
to share the story of apples from the
blossoms to all the products made from
apples.

Carsonville’s Greg Alexander will be
giving multiple presentations entitled,
“Michigan Apples - Pollination to
Processing”.  There will be a display
and demonstration of old apple utensils
and equipment, plus there will be honey
separation presentations at 10:15 a.m.

“It is not the fault of the community.  It’s
not anybody’s fault; it’s economics, many
factors.  We cannot, a small store like us,
compete with a Dollar General, we cannot
compete with a Walmart.  We can’t.”

--Venu Ganga, Erla’s owner

Hanson: drivers not paying attention

Huron sheriff beefs up patrols

Mayville man, Silverwood
teenager victims in accident

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A veteran Huron County Sheriff’s
deputy is recovering from a gunshot
wound he suffered while transport-
ing a juvenile to a youth facility in
Bay County Thursday.

The incident, which ended with a
16-year-old boy dead from a self-
inflicted gunshot wound to the head,
unfolded Thursday afternoon as
Officer Ward Carter, a 23-year-veter-
an of the Huron County Sheriff’s
Department who also works part-
time for the Sebewaing Police
Department, was transporting the
teen to the Bay County Juvenile
Facility in Hampton Township.

The teen was identified as Vincent
Leo Derocco-Goulet, Sebewaing.

According to the Bay County

Thumb teen
shoots officer,
takes own life

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The second of two motorists
involved in a traffic crash in Tuscola
County’s Dayton Township early last
week has died from his injuries,
Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen
Skrent reported.

Skrent identified the second victim
as 17-year-old Tyler Devine of
Silverwood, who was airlifted to St.
Mary’s Medical Center in Saginaw
following the crash.

Deputies were dispatched to the
scene of the accident, Hurds Corner
Road at Shay Lake Road, at about
9:44 p.m. Monday night.

“On-scene officers found that a
vehicle traveling eastbound on Shay
Lake Road failed to yield to traffic at
Hurds Corner Road.  Another vehicle
was going northbound on Hurds
Corner Road and was struck by the
eastbound vehicle,” Skrent said,
adding the driver of the northbound
vehicle was Martin Mcskulin, 29, of
Mayville, who was pronounced dead
at the scene.

Troopers from the Michigan State
Police post in Caro, Mayville
Ambulance, Kingston Fire/Rescue,
the medical examiners office and the
Tuscola County Road Commission

all assisted deputies, who are contin-
uing their investigation.

Please turn to page 7.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson vowed Thursday
to beef up patrols on the county’s secondary roads fol-
lowing the latest in a string of traffic crashes caused by
motorists failing to yield.
Sheriff’s deputies were dispatched to the intersection of

Gagetown and McAlpin roads in Grant Township
Thursday at about 8:30 a.m. to investigate a two-vehicle
personal injury accident.

“(The) Investigation revealed that a 2013 Dodge
Journey driven by Ronald Kopacki, age 78, of Roseville,
was northbound on Gagetown Road when he failed to
stop at a stop sign.  He then impacted with a westbound
2008 Chrysler Town and County driven by 61-year-old

Robert Joles and his passenger/wife 62-year-old
Christine Joles, both of Gagetown,” Hanson reported.

“Mr. Kopacki had to be freed from his vehicle by the
Owendale Fire Department using their Jaws of Life and
he was flown from the scene by helicopter to a Saginaw
area hospital,” he said.  “The Joles were transported to
Cass City’s Hills and Dales Hospital by the Elkton
Ambulance Service, along with the Scheurer Ambulance
Service. Also assisting at the scene was the Sebewaing
Ambulance Service and the Central Huron Ambulance
Service.”
“Unfortunately so far this year, accidents due to drivers

basically failing in some form to yield the right of way
of other drivers has increased in comparison to last
year,” Hanson said.  “Examples of these types of acci-

Please turn to page 6.
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MEMBERS OF THE Cass City High School Class of 1964 recently gathered

at Rolling Hills Golf Course in Cass City for their 50th class reunion.

Pictured above are (front row, from left) Marilyn (Brown) Miller, Florence

(Moore) Welch, Sharon (Profit) Campbell, Barbara (Bridges) Irrer, Pam

(Dillon) Reid, Dee (Albee) Damico, Patty (Miller) Fischer, Charlene (Leeson)

Sutherland, Sally (Edzik) Hedley, Jeri (Field) Mozdzen, Lore (James) Oswald,

Gordie Bigham, Mike Karr, Larry Moore, Tom Ellis, Ann (Starmann) Craig,

Alice (Phillips) Ellis, Tom Craig, (back row) Marti Arndt, Val (Furness)

Knowlton, Charlotte (Wright) Dennis, Carol (Root) Summers, Sharon

(Hoppe) Rockwell, Ets (Wilcox) TerBush, Fred Reid, Dave Stine, Marvin

Irrer, Bill McCarty, Bob Profit, Ron Mozden, Alan Milligan, Elwin

Richardson, Richard Bukowski and Milton Sherrard.

THOSE ATTENDING THE 101st Novesta Old Settlers Reunion were (back

row, from left) Alex Paladi, Bob Watkins, Dale Churchill, Keith Little, Bob

Grieve, (middle row) Patsy (Francis) Longuski, Janet (Walmsley) Watkins,

Geri (Warner) Perry, Arlene (Peasley) Paladi, (front row) Marion (Palmateer)

Frederick, Helen (Warner) Rayl, Zella (Hicks) Grieve and Mary (Paladi)

Gyomory.  Missing are Marilyn (Horner) Lester and Duane Lester.

Fifteen people recently gathered for
the 101st Novesta Old Settlers
Reunion at the Novesta Church of
Christ.

Those in attendance came from
Cass City, Deford, Kingston,
Flushing and Ovid, as well as from
Texas.  A potluck was enjoyed and
Dale Churchill led the group on a
detective hunt of photo identity.  He
also presented information on when
the Novesta Township Cemetery was
established.

The next reunion is slated for Aug.
15, 2015.

The Novesta Old
Settlers Reunion
draws 15 people

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.

Social News

The Cass City

Chronicle will gladly

publish social news

free of charge.  Social

news includes: engage-

ments, weddings,

anniversaries, college

graduations, birth

announcements and

similar items.  There is

a $4 fee to include a

photo.

The 35th annual Milligan Family
Reunion was held August 17. The
event was hosted by Jim and Judy
Brown at their farm. 43 people were
in attendance. A potluck meal was
enjoyed by all and the annual soft-
ball game ended with a tie once
again. This year our guests who
made the longest journey were Jim
and Ellen Wallace, coming all the
way from Seattle, Wash.

43 guests attend
Milligan reunion
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Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)
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Circuit court news

Several defendants appear on charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*William P. Rickard, 58, Caro,
pleaded guilty to a charge of deliv-
ery/manufacture of 5 to 45 kilograms
of marijuana March 27 in Fairgrove
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $15,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Joshua A. Roach, 33, Otisville,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with worksite privileges,
following his plea of no contest to a
charge of home invasion, second
degree, Jan. 15 in Vassar Township.

He was also placed on 36 months
probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $998 plus
restitution of $200.

*Shane A. Holcomb, 28, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of mari-
juana, second offense, March 27 in
Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Nathaniel C. Theaker, 35, Caro,
pleaded no contest to charges of third
degree home invasion, breaking and
entering – illegal entry without per-
mission of the owner, and trespass-
ing July 29 in Caro.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (two prior felony convic-
tions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-

uled.
*Kathryn R. Singleton, 56, pleaded

guilty to delivery/manufacture of
marijuana Oct. 8 in Dayton
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Bert F. Cummings Jr., 57,
Mayville, pleaded guilty to deliv-
ery/manufacture of 5 to 45 kilograms
of marijuana Oct. 8 in Dayton
Township.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (one prior
felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Erica M. Karbowski, 27,
Kingston, pleaded no contest to a
charge of domestic violence, third
offense, June 25 in Koylton
Township.  She was also convicted
of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Robin L. Rickard, 49, Caro, plead-

ed guilty to delivery/manufacture of
marijuana March 27 in Fremont
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Samantha M. Bellman, 28, Vassar,

was sentenced to 150 days in jail,
with worksite privileges, following
her pleas of no contest to two counts
of violating the Sex Offenders
Registration Act by failing to notify

local law enforcement of a change in
address between Nov. 28, 2013, and
Jan. 27, 2014, in Vassar, and from
Aug. 7 to Aug. 14, 2013, in Caro.

In addition to jail time, she was
placed on 24 months probation and
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $596 plus attorneys fees of $500.

*Perry L. Freiburger, 44,
Millington, was placed on 24 months
probation following his plea of
guilty to maintaining a drug house
Nov. 20 in Arbela Township.

He was also ordered to pay costs
and fines totaling $698.

*Rocky L. Janowski, 51,
Millington, was sentenced to 365
days in jail (185 days deferred on a
month-to-month basis) and 60
months probation following his plea
of no contest to aggravated stalking
between February 2013 and Feb. 6,
2014, in Millington Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $698 plus attorneys fees of $500.
*Sara M. Dues, 21, Reese, was sen-

tenced to 90 days in jail (deferred
one year) and 12 months probation
following her pleas of no contest to
charges of possession of a controlled
substance and operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor – with an occupant under the
age of 16 years May 20 in Denmark
Township.

She was also ordered to complete
240 hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling $548
plus restitution of $120 and attorneys
fees of $500.
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and 2:15 p.m. each day by Dean
Hutchinson of Cass City.  Honey,
apple chips and apples will all be
available for sale, and “Johnny
Appleseed” will be in the tent.

The weekend will also offer some-
thing to please everyone’s tastebuds,
starting with the Farmer’s Breakfast
prepared by the Knights of
Columbus #3224, Caro, Saturday
from 8 to 10 a.m. and from 8 to 11
a.m. Sunday. Cost of the breakfast is
$7 ($5 for kids ages five to 12 years,
and free for those younger).
Available for purchase both days of

the event on the grounds will be
homemade bean soup, cotton candy,
pressed apple cider, fresh hot fried
cakes, homemade ice cream made by
the Thumb Antique Car Club, apple
pie made by the Knights of
Columbus, Caro, fresh lemonade,
and hog kettle popcorn.  The basic
food concessions, run by
McDonald’s Food and Family
Center, will be available all through-
out the day in the Munro Building. In
the Sugar Shack, there will be deli-
cious carmel corn and sorghum
syrup for sale.

The Eastern Michigan Music
Makers will be providing old-fash-
ioned music under the trees near the
Purdy farmhouse throughout the
two-day event just as they have from
the very first Fall Family Days in
1995.
Open for walk through tours will be

the 7-bedroom house that was home
to James and Cora Purdy and their
two daughters.  Built in 1922, the
historical home has been restored
and is furnished with furniture,
items, and clothing of the time -
some of which belonged to the
Purdy’s.  Music will fill the Purdy
Home with dulcimer players and
Alex Paladi of Deford will be play-
ing the Purdy Family Melodeon.
Interpretive guides will be available
to answer questions.

In the garage both days, hands on
activity/craft classes have been
scheduled by Cass City’s Linda
Bailey.  A variety of classes will be
held both days for adults who are
interested in learning some old/new
crafts, including corn husk dolls (10
a.m.), apple prints (11 a.m.), dried
apple ornaments (1 p.m.) and carved
apple heads (2 p.m.).

The one room country school will
host patriotic presentations by stu-
dents and teachers, all dressed in
clothing/attire representing the
1920s and 30s - in the old Mast
School.  On Saturday at 10:30 a.m.
and 12:30 p.m. Cass City students
will perform, while a home school
group will be featured at 11:30 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. On Sunday a group of
Caro youngsters will present at noon
and 2 p.m. 12:00 and 2:00 p.m.

The original Mast School was
moved to the site from the
Sebewaing area several years ago.
The new Country School Museum
building will be open for the first
time this year.  On display will be
materials, photos and maps from
years gone by from the county
schools throughout the Thumb area.
Guides will be available to answer
questions, accept donations and lis-
ten to the stories of visitors’ educa-
tion in years gone by.

Also featured during the weekend

Continued from page one.

Fall Family Days on tap this weekend
will be Thumb Octagon Barn history
talks in the arena of the barn with
Margaret Sergeant of Gagetown, the
barn and agricultural history muse-
um areas, the new Cider Mill build-
ing, blacksmith shop, sugar shack
and grain elevator.  The powerhouse
will be open, with interpretive guides
explaining how it powered the farm
using a steam engine, crews at the
sawmill will be cutting huge logs
into boards that will be used in the
future on the site, the veneer mill
will be running, and there is a
sawmill museum displaying wood
tools plus featuring lumberyards
throughout the Thumb.

On both days, Bob Hirn of Cass
City, will be doing an interactive
lumber industry presentation in the
sawmill, and Theresa Schumitsch,
Millington, will be milking goats and
making butter. There will also be “hit
and miss” gas engines, shingle mill
and forge, stationery hay press,
steam engines, wagon wheel rug
weaving, broom making, a huge dis-
play of old tractors, plus on-going
field harvesting and threshing
demonstrations, including harvesting
of potatoes where for $2 you can
pick your own.

The kids are welcome to enjoy a
large, free children’s activity area.
At 2:30 p.m. in front of the Barn both
days, there will be a fashion show –
“Aprons At Work” — organized and
narrated by Tori Pine, Cass City.
Folks will model period aprons,
including an apron owned by Cora
Purdy that she wore while working
in her kitchen.  Also planned are
parades of antique tractors and
equipment, with a narrated story for
each, starting at 3 p.m. on both days.

Louie and Linda Wehrman, Reese,
vendor co-chairpersons, have rented
out all 225 spaces, so there will be a
wide range of vendors displaying
arts, crafts and flea market items.

Free shuttles will be provided to
transport people to and from the
parking areas to the site; handi-
capped shuttles are also available.
Organizers remind visitors that no
pets are allowed at Fall Family Days
due health department regulations
and liability.

More information is available by
visiting the Thumb Octagon Barn
website at www.thumboc-
tagonbarn.org.
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prizes are: Susan Stoutenburg-Smith-
Corona typewriter, Ellen Horne-
microwave, Sharon Torres-Nintendo,
Jerry Adams-4.5” TV, Sylvia
Frederick-phone and Nellie Hopper-
35 mm camera.

The Cass City Red Hawk golf team
got off to a fast start in a pair of pre-
season non-conference golf matches
at Rolling Hills Golf Course. The
Hawks opened the season with a 172-
188 victory over Owen-Gage
Tuesday, August 29. The Hawks used
superior over all balance to win.
Kevin Koch of Owen-Gage and Chris
Herringshaw of Cass City tied for
medalist honors with 41. Thursday
the Hawks defeated Caseville, 175-
212. Herringshaw was medalist with
41.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

Cass City Red Hawk football fans
face a 145-mile round trip if they
want to get the first glimpse of the
1979 team in action. That’s because
the schedule calls for a non-league tilt
against Class B Standish, a team that
Hawk Coach Don Schelke knows lit-
tle about. The coach there now took a
team to the State Finals and he is now
in his second year, so I look for a
rough game, Schelke said. Standish
plays power football.

Aaron Anthes started racing cars
before he was old enough to legally
drive on the highway. And now, at 28,
the Dodge Road, Gagetown, resident
is having his best year yet. Saturday
night at Auto City Speedway, Flint,
he won all the races he was in to
clinch the season championship there.
He topped that off by winning the 50
lap (25 miles) season championship
race at the track on Labor Day.

When Dr. Edwin C. Fritz founded
his dental practice in Cass City in
July of 1937 he was only doing what
came naturally. After all he is the son
of the late Dr. I.A. Fritz who was a
dentist in Cass City from 1882 to
1946. There has been a Fritz serving
the community for 97 years. Over the
years that Edwin Fritz has been serv-
ing Cass City there has been tremen-
dous changes in dentistry and all for
the good, Fritz believes. Medical
work runs in the family. Mrs. Doris
Fritz is an RN and has been active in
Hills and Dales General Hospital and
in the hospital auxiliary. The couple
has two boys, Michael Henry, admin-
istrator at Harper Hospital in Detroit,
and James E., working on his doctor-
ate at Michigan State.
Members of the United Steelworkers

Local 6222 met their goal of raising
$5,000 in connection with the Jerry
Lewis Labor Day Telethon to benefit
the Muscular Dystrophy Association.
Workers such as Barb Keller, Betty
Greenleaf and Marie Spencer took in
approximately $2,800 in pledges over
the phone.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)
James Barr, 54, new principal at

Owen-Gage High School, began his
duties when classes convened
Tuesday morning. Barr was chosen
during a special meeting of the school
board Friday night at Owendale.

New elementary teachers in Cass
City Schools represent Campbell and
Evergreen Schools. They are Mary
King, first grade at Evergreen and
Trudi Muszynski, art teacher for
grades three through six; Janet
Bedell, kindergarten at Campbell;
Gail Grant, grades five and six at
Evergreen, and Brenda Fulcher, sec-
ond grade at Campbell.

This year’s Hawk squad is light and
inexperienced and the boys have been
working hard in pre-school practices
to get ready for the season ahead. But
early season outlooks change drasti-
cally when it comes to head knocking
time. That is scheduled this week
when Cass City has a pre-season
scrimmage with North Branch. That’s
when Coach Roland Pakonen, and
assistant coaches Eric Wilmore, Jim
Mastie, Russ Biefer and Dale
McIntosh will be able to tell a little
more about the squad, and learn who
will be in the starting line-up when
the season opens Sept. 13. Team
members are Kirt Kendall, Greg
Decker, Dan Erla, Mike Gruber, Mike
Lowe, Ed Stoutenburg, Tom
Smentek, Wayne Brooks, John
Mocan, Dave Eberline, Tom
Brinkman, Mark Phillips, Ed Kloc,
Kyle Hopper, Guy Howard, Rod
Hutchinson, Kim Copeland, Bill
Ouvry, Steve Frederick, Jan
Grenholm, Jerry Toner, Rick Tuckey,
Russ Schweikart, Bruce Tuckey and
Ron O’Dell.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)
If the old cliché “Third time’s a

charm” applies, then Mrs. Joann E.
Craft, 28, of Caro has nothing to
worry about. Mrs. Craft and her hus-
band-to-be, Leo F. Nagy, 42, also of
Caro, applied for their marriage
license Monday. The license was the
300th of the year, the third for the
month of September, it cost $3.00 and

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

it will be Mrs. Craft’s third marriage.
Ordinarily, “Kitty-kitty” means

soup’s on for the cat. However, if
you’re a 27-year-old teacher and
“Kitty-kitty” is spelled Quiriquire, it
means home for the next year. That’s
what it means for Margarita A.
Lopez, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Regino Lopez of Gagetown. Marge,
as she prefers to be called, left
Monday, Aug. 31, from Tri-County
Airport for Quiriquire, Venezuela,
where she will teach for a year as an
employee of Creole Petroleum, an
affiliate of Standard Oil of New
Jersey. For an American teacher,
Quiriquire also means a big salary,
fringe benefits, recreation and a
whole new way of life. Besides a
higher salary, Creole Petroleum
offers its teachers other fringe bene-
fits such as 30-day vacations, profit
sharing and free transportation.
New teachers greeted Cass City high

school and elementary students
Wednesday when they returned to
school. They are Mrs. Martha
Butcher, kindergarten; Miss
Geraldine Tibbits, fifth grade; Mrs.
Robert Stickle, fourth grade; Mrs.
Leola Retherford, fourth and sixth
grades; Mrs. Richard Drews, study
hall; Miss Karen Viet, CMU extern,
library; Howard Holcomb, CMU
extern serving as junior high sociolo-
gy and athletic assistant; Bob Hirn,
biology and health; Bob Gray,
physics, chemistry, algebra and phys-
ical science; John Oswald, coach and
junior high science and Mrs. Oswald,
English.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)

Four major awards were given to
members of the Cass City Livestock
Club on their exhibits in 4-H classes
at the Michigan State Fair this week.
Bruce Stine, 18-year-old farm lad,
won grand champion honors on his
steer, Cass City Rotarian II. The ani-
mal is a 16-months-old Aberdeen
Angus which weighs 1,110 pounds.
Dwight Turner was awarded champi-
on honors on his Shorthorn female
and similar honors went to Alfred
Goodall on his Aberdeen Angus
female. Frances Kefgen’s Shorthorn
steer was the second best steer of all
breeds at the 4-H show.

Enrollment at the Cass City Public
Schools totaled 695 on Thursday
morning with the prospects of several
more pupils to come within the next
few days. Of this number, 349 were in
high school. Eight post graduate stu-
dents are included in the total.

It may interest Chronicle readers to
know where the teachers are staying
this year. J. Ivan Niergarth, Willis
Campbell, Arthur Holmberg, Daniel
Kroll, Wesley Dunn, Mrs. Mary
Holcomb, Mrs. Eva Marble, Mrs. Ella
Price, Mrs. Zora Day and Miss Ruth
Schenck are all at their respective
homes. Arthur Hesburn has the apart-
ment on the second floor of the E.A.
Wanner home, Orion Cardew is in the
Mrs. S.B. Young apartment, Lester
Ross at the Stanley Warner home, and
Miss Verda Zuschnitt and Miss Edith
Carlin again have the apartment on
the second floor of the Audley
Kinnaird house on West Main Street
with Willis Campbell and family liv-
ing on the first floor. Miss Marion
Deabler, Miss Florence Rosenow,
Miss Doris Boersma and Miss
Elizabeth Coons are at the home of
Dr. and Mrs. R.N. Holsaple, and Miss
Ruth Richards and Miss Vera Bailey
have the Mrs. Mary Holcomb apart-
ment.

Adolf Hitler issued a proclamation
to the German people that war with
Poland had started. He ordered the
German army to meet force with
force. President Roosevelt directed
that all naval ships and army com-
mands be notified at once by radio of
German-Polish hostilities.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
Fire started in Heller’s Feed Store

Wednesday morning but was extin-
guished almost as soon as the fire
alarm sounded. The blaze started
from a lighted oil stove, which a
whiff of wind caused to flame up and
start a fire on the wall of the building.
Mr. Heller with the aid of an extin-
guisher attempted to put out the fire
and finally seized the stove to throw it
out of doors but it struck the door jam
and the flames darted back burning
him badly on the face and arms. Mr.
Heller suffered severely for a short
time but by afternoon he was able to
be down stairs although he wore sev-
eral bandages to protect the burns.

“Archie” Johnson is “joshed” quite
frequently these days over a horse
trade. According to the story told by
his friends, he traded horses “unsight
and unseen.” He was to receive a
five-legged horse and contracted for
space on the midway to exhibit the
freak. After he had picked out a space
on the fair grounds that looked like
the best place to pitch his tent, he sent
a man after the freak horse. The ani-
mal had died. 

5 YEARS AGO (2009)
Angela Lounsbury’s vision for her

professional future along with a
shared interest she and her husband,
Joe, have in mission work, recently
led the couple to an adventure over-
seas that enabled them to help others
see more clearly. Angela, 22, a 2005
Cass City High School graduate, and
Joe, 24, who graduated from Cass
City 2 years earlier, traveled to
Guyana last month to volunteer their
services at a clinic. Guyana is located
on the northern coast of South
America, bordered to the east by
Suriname, to the south and southwest
by Brazil, to the west by Venezuela,
and to the north by the Atlantic
Ocean. The trip was a great experi-
ence for the couple, who resides in
Big Rapids, where Angela, the daugh-
ter of Mark and Carol Stoeckle, Cass
City, is in her second year of studies
at the Michigan College of
Optometry.

The Red Hawks entertained
Caseville and posted their first win on
the season. Jalen Ferris scored 2
unassisted goals for the Red Hawks in
the opening half, matching the point
production of Caseville’s Charlie
Karafa as the teams entered the final
half deadlocked at 2-2. Robby
Simpson put the hosts on top for good
with his first of 2 second half tallies,
while Ferris’ hat trick goal provided
the hosts with a 4-2 gap. Caseville
closed to within 4-3 on a goal from
Serhiy Skrypka, but Simpson scored
again to provide the final margin.
Assistant Coach Ray Ferris praised
the work of Michael Vogelpohl in the
net, noting he recorded 15 saves.

Sixty-three people recently donated
blood at a drive sponsored by the
Hills and Dales General Hospital
Auxiliary and VFW Post #3644, Cass
City. Receiving a 5-gallon pin:
Marilyn Mastie; 10-gallon pin:
Melvin Shrock. First time donors
were Jane Phillips, Tammy Laurie
and Merideth Nizzola.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

A Sanilac County teen’s hard work
and dedication recently paid off at the
Michigan State Fair. Jake Leslie, 14,
took home Grand Champion Pair of
Market Steers honors. Smithfield
Beef Group purchased the animals for
$7,500 during this year’s Junior
Livestock Champions Auction. Leslie
is the son of Bob and Kathy Leslie,
Decker, and the grandson of Carl and
Jean Gibbard of Bad Axe and Dale
and Audrey Leslie of Decker.

Cass City spotted visiting Bay City
All Saints a pair of touchdowns early
in the first quarter and then came
roaring back to post a 24-14 victory
in the opening Greater Thumb West
game of the year. Chris Landrith
completed just one of 3 pass attempts,
but it kept alive a TD drive. The pass
was to Brad Langenburg who also led
the team with 11 tackles. Cody
Halasz picked up 79 yards rushing in
addition to scoring 2 touchdowns.
Nick Stoutenburg rushed 14 times for
105 yards. 

Although Michigan Athletic and
Rehabilitation Center (MARC) has
always functioned as a department of
Hills and Dales General Hospital,
officials felt the name did not ade-
quately reflect its status as a part of
the hospital. With Hills and Dales
gaining Critical Access Hospital sta-
tus earlier this year, the decision was
made to rename MARC. Therapy
services will now be offered under
the name Hills and Dales General
Hospital Center for Rehabilitation,
while the fitness services will be
offered under the name Hills and
Dales General Hospital Health and
Fitness. “MARC will continue to
offer the services we always have,
just under a new name,” new director
Heather Hankin said.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
Michigan’s most experienced astro-

naut, Cass City native Brewster H.
Shaw Jr., is keeping his career options
open following the successful com-
pletion of his third space shuttle mis-
sion. Regardless of what he chooses
to do next, however, it’s likely the 44-
year-old U.S. Air Force Colonel will
continue to contribute to the space
program. Contacted Friday at his
office at the Johnson Space Center in
Houston, Texas, Shaw said it’s uncer-
tain whether he’ll fly another shuttle
mission. “I don’t know; that remains
to be seen. I’m keeping my options
open right now,” he remarked.

Sampson & Delilah employees
raised over $522 to help battle
Muscular Dystrophy. The group, who
spent Monday washing cars and pro-
viding haircuts are Kim Wald, Beth
Severance, Becky Jones, Bonnie
Gaszczynski, Bob Cleland and
Lauretta Cleland. 
Old Wood Drug owner, Tom Proctor,

congratulated grand prize winner,
Tammie Guigar, who won a 25” color
TV in the pharmacy’s month long
contest. Other winners and their

Happy belated TP

Day, my friends!

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I’m not sure how I missed it, but Aug. 26 was National Toilet Paper Day.

Like many other folks, I appreciate toilet paper, especially if the person

responsible for installing the next roll is refined enough to understand the intri-

cacies and importance of hanging it properly.  But more on that later.

As I missed all of the National Toilet Paper Day celebrations, I decided to

look a bit deeper into this movement – er, effort – to recognize toilet paper, and

I found some interesting background, although I couldn’t find an answer to a

question I’ve wanted to ask for some time – why do toilet paper makers spend

so much money on advertising?

Aren’t people going to buy their product if they don’t see dancing cottony-

soft rolls in between episodes of Dr. Who?  Same goes for items such as fem-

inine hygiene products – it’s bad enough some wives/girlfriends get a kick out

of sending their husbands/boyfriends off to the local drugstore to wander aim-

lessly through “those” aisles.  Must he also hear about and see them during the

pre-game show?

But I digress.  A lot.

Anyway, here are a few interesting tidbits gleaned from the online Toilet

Paper Encyclopedia, among other sources:

*The primary reason toilet paper is white is the same reason most toilets are,

simply because white toilet paper looks cleaner than the natural brown-ish

color the paper is before it’s bleached (for those interested in the science of TP,

bleaching can make toilet paper softer because it removes lignin, a polymer in

wood that to some extent functions as a “glue” to hold the fibers together and

makes the tree more rigid).

*About 10 million trees per year are used to make the world’s supply of toi-

let paper (the average tree yields 810 rolls).  People in the United States on

average use 50 percent more toilet paper per person than other Western

nations, primarily due to the reluctance of Americans to adopt water washing

systems such as bidets.

*69 percent of people consider toilet paper the 20th century “convenience”

most taken for granted.

*49 percent choose toilet paper as their “necessity” – even before food — if

stranded on a desert island.

*Wiping your nose is the second most common use for toilet paper.  The first

should be obvious.

*In public restrooms, it takes an average of 71 people to use one entire roll.

In an average household, the average roll of toilet paper lasts about five days

(seriously?). 

*The average person uses 100 rolls of toilet paper — more than 20,000 sheets

— annually.

*About four billion people don’t use toilet paper for various reasons (lack of

trees, expense, etc.).

*It’s estimated that roughly seven percent of Americans steal rolls of toilet

paper in hotels or motels. 

Oh, I forgot the most important statistic of all, and I’m hoping all you misin-

formed individuals out there will take notice: a whopping 72 percent of people

hang the roll with the sheets going over, not under.  The bottom line?  Experts

say folks who hang toilet the correct way are organized over-achievers who

will eventually take over the world.

Okay, I made up that last part about taking over the world.

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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“We’ve been struggling since (January).  In 2012 and 2013, at least we
were able to break even,” he said, noting the bottom line began to drop
sharply across the board – wholesale and retail, with retail sales dipping
some 35 percent.   We didn’t know what to do because we were losing
$40,000 to $50,000 a month.”

Ganga said a significant number of his shoppers have been coming from
the Marlette area, but those numbers started falling after a new grocery store
was built in that village early this year.

Ganga tried to increase traffic – and sales – by investing in an in-store buf-
fet restaurant this summer, but the venture failed to produce the results he
had hoped for, and the restaurant was shut down after less than 2 months in
operation.

Ganga plans to close the doors Sept. 25-26.  He says the only hope he can
see for retaining a grocery store in town is if a group of investors in the com-
munity wanted to take over the business and run it as a cooperative of sorts.
“No individual can run this.  Even if somebody will buy it, they won’t make

it because the community does not have the population,” he said.  “If you
come up with a community-owned project, I will do anything in my power
to help.  That’s all I can do.”

Regardless, Ganga vowed to ensure all of his employees receive their full
pay and benefits while the business is still open, and he intends to pay bal-
ances owed to local vendors.  “There are so many good people in the com-
munity, I don’t want to disappoint (them),” he said.

Ganga acknowledged the decision to close was a difficult one, but he also
indicated he did everything he could think of to keep the business open.

“We cut back everywhere – whatever we could.  We tried everything,” he
added.  “It’s a painful experience.

Ganga and his wife, Madhavi Yeluri, purchased Erla’s Foods Inc. in
February 2001, marking the end of a 57-year business tradition established
by the Erla family.  The couple moved to the Thumb from Vancouver, Wash.,
where Ganga was employed as a senior computer programmer, and quickly
worked to reinvent Erla’s by creating three separate enterprises within one
company – Erla Foods, Redhawk Steaks and Erla’s Distributing LLC.

Continued from page one.

Gangas set to close Erlas

dents are not stopping at stop signs, not stopping on private drives or roads
before entering a roadway, and not stopping at traffic signals, etc.
“In 2013, our office handled nine related injury accidents, with four people

losing their lives because of it,” the sheriff added.  “For that same period, our
office issued 46 related tickets due to the accidents or violations of the same.
So far this year, our office has handled 14 related accidents with three peo-
ple losing their lives, and has issued 39 overall tickets related to not stop-
ping.

“Even after pleas from our office for motorist to be more aware and alert
to the roadway, these types of accidents continue to take a needless toll,”
Hanson said.  “Beginning tomorrow (Friday) and for however long it takes,
we will be adding extra patrols, as well as the Michigan State Police, prima-
rily on our secondary roads, in an effort to combat this issue.

“Furthermore, after speaking with Prosecutor (Timothy) Rutkowski today,
I’m encouraging citizens that witness these types of violations and who can
identify the vehicle and driver, to call Huron Central Dispatch at 989-269-
6421, to make a report so prosecution can be sought. Any cooperation and
assistance will be appreciated as we try to turn this dangerous tide.”

Continued from page one.

Sheriff beefs up patrols after crash
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THE 2014 SANILAC County 4-H king and queen were recently crowned in

conjunction with this year’s Sanilac County 4-H Fair.  Pictured above are

(from left) King Jared Sanderson, son of Mike and Pattie Sanderson of

Sandusky; Queen Courtney Szczepanski, daughter of Ed and Tisa

Szczepanski of Decker; and king candidate Paul Abend of Brown City.

Sheriff’s Department, the boy
slipped out of his handcuffs during
the transport, and when they arrived
at the facility and were exiting the

vehicle, he struggled with Carter,
grabbed the officer’s gun and shot
him in the hand.

Investigators said Carter then
retreated for cover, and the teen ran a
short distance into the facility’s park-

ing lot and turned the gun on him-
self.  The boy was transported to
McLaren Bay Region hospital,
where he was reportedly placed on
life support and died later Thursday
evening.

Continued from page one.

Teen takes own life, deputy shot in struggle

Baker transforms administrative professional program

Baker College, Flint, has given its
administrative professional program
a transformation to better align with
the duties of modern-day employ-
ment opportunities.

The updated program will be
offered at both the main Flint cam-
pus and the satellite campus in Cass
City.

Although commonly associated
with routine clerical support and a
belief that the positions are altogeth-
er disappearing, today’s administra-
tive professionals handle complex
business functions and a great deal
of responsibility in a field that the
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics proj-

ects will grow 12 percent between
2012 and 2022. 

“This business-driven program has
been tailored to better meet the needs
of employers in the current competi-
tive work environment,” said Wen
Hemingway, Baker College of Flint
president.”

The Baker College administrative
professional associate degree pro-
gram prepares students with neces-
sary skills in project management,
accounting, organization and sched-
uling, internet/intranet communica-
tions and research, document prepa-
ration, customer service and public
relations. 

Courses that have been added to the
curriculum include workplace tech-
nology, workplace management,
business communication and inter-
mediate spreadsheets.

The program is designed for those
who wish to enter the administrative
support field, as well as for those
already employed who want addi-
tional training. Enrollment is open
for fall quarter with classes begin-
ning Monday, Sept. 29.

Hemingway said that Baker
College routinely evaluates its pro-
grams to ensure graduates are pro-
vided the necessary training and edu-
cation to meet employers’ demands.

Sheriff’s association:
Time to think school
safety in the Thumb
With area children back in school, the Huron County Sheriff’s Department

and the Michigan Sheriffs’ Association is encouraging drivers to cut down
distractions and concentrate on the road.

“Children are often eager to get on and off the bus because they are excit-
ed to get to school and they are also excited to get home and tell their par-
ents about their day,” Hanson said.  “We would like to offer some safety
measures for both students – and motorists – to help ensure safety for every-
one.

Tips for Students

* Always arrive at the bus stop early.
* Prior to boarding, wait until the bus has some to a complete stop, the door
is opened and the bus driver says that it’s OK to board.
* Once on board proceed quickly to your seat and stay sitting until the bus
arrives at your school or other drop off location.
* Do not move around on the bus.  
* Always walk on the sidewalk when preparing to cross the street near a bus.
Make eye contact with the driver so that you are sure he or she sees you.
* Never walk behind the bus.
* If you are walking beside the bus, make sure you are at least 10 feet (10
“giant” steps) away.
* Take extra precaution to make sure that clothing with drawstrings and
book bags do not get caught in the hand rail or door.
* Never stop to pick something up you have dropped while the bus is
stopped.  Wait until the bus has driven off to avoid not being seen by the
driver.

Tips for Motorists

* Remember that children are unpredictable in their actions.  Take extreme
caution when traveling in a school zone.
* If you live in an area where there are no sidewalks, drive cautiously.  Be
more alert to the possibility of children walking in the road.
* Be more aware of children playing near school bus stops.
* Take extra time to look for kids at intersections, on medians and on curbs.
* Enter and exit driveways and alleys slowly and carefully
* Reduce any distractions inside your car so you can concentrate on the road
and your surroundings.  
* Put down your phone – don’t talk or text while driving!
* Slow down and prepare to stop whenever you see yellow school bus lights
flashing.
* Never pass a school bus when there are flashing red lights.  This is a sign
that children are getting on or off the bus – and it’s the law!

Traveling to and from School 

* Plan a walking route to school or the bus stop.  Choose the most direct way
with the fewest street crossings and, if possible, with intersections that have
crossing guards.
* Walk the route with your child beforehand.  Tell him or her to stay away
from parks, vacant lots, fields and other places where there aren’t many peo-
ple around.
* Teach your child never to talk to strangers, accept rides from strangers or
accept gifts from strangers.  Remember, a stranger is anyone you or your
children don’t know well or don’t trust.
* Be sure your child walks to and from school or the bus stop with a sibling,
friend or neighbor.
* Teach your kids – whether walking, biking or riding the bus to school – to
obey all traffic signals, signs and traffic officers.  Remind them to be extra
careful in bad weather.
* When driving kids, deliver and pick them up as close to the school as pos-
sible.  Don’t leave until they are in the schoolyard or building.
* If your child bikes to school make sure he wears a helmet that meets safe-
ty standards.  Research indicates that a helmet can reduce the risk of head
injury by up to 85%.
* If your child rides a scooter to school, make sure she wears sturdy shoes,
al helmet, kneepads and elbow pads.  Children under 12 should not ride
motorized scooters.
* Be sure your child knows his or her home (or parents’ cellular) phone num-
ber(s) and address.  They should also know where you work, your work
phone number, the phone number of another trusted adult and how to call
911 for emergencies.
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$209
Dishwasher

FRIGIDAIRE • WHIRLPOOL • MAYTAG

ROPER • ESTATE • CROSLEY • KITCHENAID

18 cu.ft.
Refrigerator
SAVE 

$100
SAVE 
$75

15 cu.ft.
Freezer
SAVE
$75

Drop Off
Location

for
Eastgate
Cleaners

WASHER & DRYER

SAVE 
$150 Pair

NO MONEY DOWN  & NO PAYMENTS OR FINANCE CHARGES FOR 6 MONTHS ON FURNITURE!

It All Starts With Low Prices!!! SUPERSTORE!!

FREE DELIVERY!
FREE PICK UP OF OLD APPLIANCE!

Emma Ackerman

Emma Josephine Ackerman, 98, of
Cass City, died Tuesday, April 29,
2014 in Satchell’s Christian
Retirement Home, Caro, following a
brief illness.  She was born February
26, 1916 in Colfax, IL to Henry
Jacob and Rosalie Josephine E.
(Muehlenpfort) Hadewig (later name
changed to Hadeway).  She married
Dave Durban Ackerman August 11,
1935 in Flint.  He died April 17,
2004.

Emma graduated from Fairgrove
High School.  She attended County
Normal and completed her Bachelor
of Education at Central Michigan
University.  She was a school teacher
for 15 years, 13 of which she taught
4th grade for Cass City Public
Schools at Deford Community
School.  Emma was a very active
member of Cass City First
Presbyterian Church, where she
enjoyed singing in the choir for more
than 40 years.  She enjoyed sewing,
knitting, playing bridge, reading and
traveling.  

Emma is survived by her children:
Sharon (Raymond) Laursen of
Fairgrove, David (Charlotte)
Ackerman of Midland, Edward
Ackerman of East Lansing, Scott

(Beth) Ackerman of Cass City; 6
grandchildren; 12 great-grandchil-
dren; one great great-grandson.  She
is preceded in death by sisters:  Hilda
Greenleaf and Lillian Campbell;
brothers:  Herman Hadeway and
John Hadeway.  

A memorial service will be held at
11:00 a.m. Saturday, September 6 in
Cass City First Presbyterian Church,
Cass City. 

Interment will be in Brookside
Cemetery, Fairgrove. 

Memorials may be made to Cass
City First Presbyterian Church.
Family and friends may share mem-
ories, prayers and stories with the
family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Mary Peters

Mary Lee Peters, 75, of Lake Orion,
died Monday, August 25, 2014 in
Crittenton Hospital, Rochester fol-
lowing a short illness.  She was born
June 29, 1939 in Decatur, AL to
LeeRoy and Riddy (Brisco)
Goodwin.  She married Murell E.
Peters September 24, 1976 in
Georgia. 

Mary worked for Parke-Davis

doing lab work, retiring after more
than 15 years of service.  She was a
member of Missionary Baptist
Church, Pontiac.  Mary enjoyed
working in her flower beds.  She also
enjoyed baking, cooking, camping
and traveling.  Most important to
Mary was spending time with her
grandchildren.  

Mary is survived by her husband,
Murell; children:  Julie (Steve
Overton) Gard of Niles, Suzette
Williams of Lake Orion, Dee Peters
of Marlette, Bryan Peters of
Waterford, Cheralee (Terry)
Achtabowski of Lapeer, William
Peters of Brown City, Shannon (Jeff)
Hoseclaw of Marlette; 14 grandchil-
dren; 6 great grandchildren; sisters:
Linda (Dewayne) Morris of
Acworth, Georgia, Becky (Clayton)
Clemens of Cleveland, AL; brother,
William Goodwin of Arab, AL;
many nieces and nephews.  

She was preceded in death by her
parents; son-in-law, David Williams;
sister, Bernice Johnson; sister-in-
law, Mattie Goodwin. 

A funeral service was held Friday,
August 29 in Kranz Funeral Home,
Cass City, with Pastor Charles
Hunley of Missionary Baptist
Church, Pontiac officiating. 

Interment will be in Elkland

Township Cemetery.  Pallbearers for
Mrs. Peters are:  Roger Kritzman,
Chuck Kritzman, Fred Kritzman,
Roger Stewart, Anthony Jarrett, and
Michael Achtabowski. 

Memorials may be made to St. Jude

Children’s Hospital.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.

Arrangements were provided by
Kranz Funeral Home of Cass City.
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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Thumb firemen gather in Cass City
to prepare for propane emergencies

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Thumb area firemen, including sev-
eral Cass City fire fighters, took part
in specialized propane emergency
response training Thursday night.

The session, led by the Michigan
Propane Gas Association (MPGA)
Emergency Response Team, was
held in the parking lot just north of
Parkway in Cass City.

Fire fighters worked in teams as
they honed their skills in putting
down various propane fueled fires
involving tanks ranging from 20
pounds to a bulk 250-gallon tank.

According to Elkland Township
Fire Chief Glenn Guilds, the training
is designed to educate firemen in the
skills required to safety extinguish a
variety of blazed involving a highly
flammable fuel -- in this case
propane.

Guilds explained Thursdays exer-
cises enabled firemen to practice in
realistic conditions, with teams of

fire fighters safely shutting down
propane fires by utilizing a suppres-
sion spray that allows a team mem-
mer to reach and close the shut-off

valve. 
Cass City Oil & Gas donated the

propane as well as a truck and oper-
ator for the training.


