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POURING ICE WATER over the heads of Hills and Dales General Hospital officials (seated from left)

Ken Baranski, CFO; Jennifer TerBush, vice president of patient services; Jean Anthony, president and

CEO; and Craig Bellew, director of pharmacy, are (from left) Angie Titus, infection control; Diane Howey,

director of nursing; Trisha Clark, human resources manager; and Jason Hall, material and food services

manager.  The soaking took place Friday afternoon in the parking lot at Hills and Dales after Deckerville

Community hospital issued a challenge in the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.

Crash claims lives of mom, son

Informational meeting set Sept. 11

Hospital receives quality award

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A two-vehicle traffic accident in Huron County’s Sheridan Township
claimed the lives of a mother and son early last week.

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies were dispatched to the scene of the acci-
dent, McIntyre Road at the Barrie Road intersection, at about 3:15 p.m.
Monday, according Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson, who identified the victims as
42-year-old Marie J. Wolschlager and Bryan Bevier, 20, both from the Bad
Axe area.

Hanson said Wolschlager was driving a 2002 Ford Focus southbound on
Barrie Road when she apparently failed to yield to an eastbound pickup
truck driven by 31-year-old Matthew A. Gray, also of Bad Axe.

“Both vehicles ended up in the southeast ditch, with Mr. Gray able to get
out of his vehicle,” Hanson said.  “The Bingham Township Fire Department
arrived and worked feverishly at freeing the victims of the Wolschlager vehi-
cle, using their Jaws of Life.”

Two air ambulances responded to the scene, with one transporting
Elizabeth Shepard, 18, a passenger in the Wolschlager vehicle, to a Saginaw
area hospital, according to reports.  The other helicopter arrived at Huron
Medical Center in Bad Axe to transport Wolschlager to a Saginaw hospital.
“Unfortunately, Ms. Wolschlager died while being stabilized for the flight,”

Hanson said.  “That helicopter was then used to transport (Bevier), who had
already been taken to Huron Medical Center by ambulance.  Unfortunately,
he died later in the evening while being treated at a Saginaw area hospital.”

Hills and Dales accepts ALS Ice Bucket Challenge
in conjunction with the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, a nationwide phe-
nomenon that has been lighting up social media and spawned a wag-
onload of blooper videos, all for a good cause.
The challenge was launched to raise money for research related to the

fight against amyotrophic lateral sclerosis (ALS), also known as Lou
Gehrig’s Disease.  The craze, which involves people getting doused
with buckets of ice water on video, posting to social media, then nom-
inating others to do the same while also contributing to the ALS
Association, has raised more than $42 million, according to estimates
early this week.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

If you think the folks at Hills and Dales General Hospital in Cass City
are the sort to shy away from a good old-fashioned challenge, better
think again.
In fact, the hospital staff’s enthusiasm for picking up the gauntlet tossed

its way by a neighboring hospital last week was matched only by the
local hospital’s enthusiasm for issuing its own challenge across the com-
munity.

Hills and Dales executives lined up Friday afternoon to take a soaking Please turn to page 16.

Foundation gearing up to distribute $90,000
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Area groups interested in applying

for funds distributed by the Tuscola
County Community Foundation will
want to mark Thursday, Sept. 11, on
their calendar.
Foundation Executive Director Ken

Micklash will be hosting an informa-
tion session on that day, starting at 3
p.m. at the Tuscola Technology
Center, 1401 Cleaver Rd., Caro, for
those planning to request grant dol-
lars during the upcoming fall distri-
bution.

Interested parties are asked to
RSVP on or before Tuesday, Sept. 9,
by writing to the Tuscola County
Community Foundation at P.O. Box
534, Caro, MI 48723, or by calling
(989) 673-8223, or via email at
tccf@centurytel.net.

“Approximately $90,000 will be
available during this upcoming fall
grant cycle for eligible Tuscola
County organizations from funds
held within the Tuscola County
Community Foundation,” Micklash
noted.  “The meeting will acquaint
participants with the community
foundation’s grant guidelines, its
grant application forms and addition-
al details concerning available fund-
ing.

Applications must be postmarked
by Oct. 1.

Grants will be awarded from the
following funds:

*Janks Fund — $48,070 for unre-
stricted programs/projects.

*Andrews Fund — $14,365 for
children’s activities.

*Future Youth Involvement (FYI)
Fund — $28,767 for youth pro-
grams.

Tuscola County Community
Foundation officials distributed
nearly $106,000 earlier this year for
various projects and activities

designed to make the community a
better place to live.

Among the local recipients were a
group planning to revitalize the Cass
City Playscape, and the Cass City
Public Schools, which is establishing
a new robotics program for students.
Together, they were awarded more
than $17,500.
According to Micklash, the Tuscola

County Community Foundation now
oversees a total of 88 different funds,
with total assets topping $10 million.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Hills and Dales General Hospital in
Cass City recently received an
Excellence in Patient Care Award,
presented by the outcomes firm
Studer Group, for the second year in
a row.
Local hospital officials accepted the

award during the Studer Group’s
12th annual What’s Right in Health
Care conference for their exemplary
“Responsiveness of Hospital Staff”
results on the HCAHPS (Hospital

Consumer Assessment of Healthcare
Providers and Systems) patient sur-
vey.

The recognition means that, on the
survey, patients at Hills and Dales
stated “they always received help as
soon as they wanted it.”

Hills and Dales’ outstanding results
ranked the hospital among the high-
est from a database of over 850
organizations coached by the Studer
Group which stated the Hills and
Dales staff “continues to provide
exemplary care based on outcomes.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The decision to cancel Cass City’s
soccer program this fall wasn’t a
pleasant one for local school offi-
cials, but it turns out there is a silver
lining that will benefit Red Hawk
athletes involved in other sports.

The Cass City Board of Education
Monday unanimously approved Cass
City Athletic Director Don Markel’s
request to reinstate round-trip trans-
portation for athletic events with the
exception of weekend contests,
when return trips will not be provid-
ed by the school.  Transportation
decisions will be made at Markel’s
discretion, the same policy the dis-
trict followed last year.

Transportation for athletes was cut
earlier this year in conjunction with
the school board’s effort to reduce
spending in the 2014-15 fiscal year,

which began July 1.  School officials
reduced the transportation budget by
roughly $10,000.

However, Markel noted the district

has since been forced to cancel the
soccer season due to a lack of num-
bers, freeing up about $10,000 in
athletic expenses related to the soc-

cer program.
A last-minute hike in per-pupil

funding for schools from the state

by Clarke Haire
Publisher

Trustees took action Monday to
receive seal bids for improvements
to the Cass City Municipal Building
during a brief regular meeting of the
village council. 

Public service committee spokes-
woman Jenny Zawilinski presented
two motions concerning improve-
ments to the downtown building dur-
ing the 30-minute gathering that
were both quickly unanimously
approved.

Her first request seeks bids for a
natural gas boiler, followed by a
request for a backup generator for
the structure at 6506 Main St. Bids
are due by 3 p.m. Wednesday, Sept.
17.

Successful bidders for the boiler
replacement will need to remove the
old fuel boiler and replace with a
high efficiency natural gas boiler.
Additionally, the job must be com-

Please turn to page 6.

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

An attempted abduction and assault
reported by a Tuscola County
teenager earlier this month didn’t
happen, troopers at the Michigan
State Police post in Caro reported
Monday.

A 13-year-old girl reported the
alleged assault took place Aug. 8 on
Riley Road near East Dayton Road
in Wells Township.  She told troop-
ers she was walking her bicycle

Troopers:

abduction

fabricated

Please turn to page 6.
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MEMBERS OF THE Cass City High School Class of 1954 recently gathered

at Gilligan’s in Cass City, with 29 classmates and friends attending from

Michigan, Florida, Tennessee, Ohio and North Dakota.  Pictured above are

(front row, from left) Janet Patterson Muntz, Jean Demo Maksimowiez,

Dwaine Peters, Joan Demo Smith, Aaron Lefler, (middle row) Russ Foy, Clint

Esckilsen, Duane Lester, Morris Creason, Marie Gok Meiser, Dave Meiser,

Phyllis Copeland Sullivan, (back row) Dean Hoag, Jerry Auten, Jack Militzer,

RaeMarie Pomeroy Vainaviz, Russ Schneeberger, Grant McKee and Anne

Lorentzen.  Missing is Marion Meininger Welton.

Unionville

Moravian

Church to 

host concert

For the past two years Michigan
guitarist David Youngman competed
in the renowned Canadian
Fingerstyle Guitar Competition and
walked away in second place both
years against 25 other guitarists from
all around the world. Contestants
were required to play their own solo
acoustic guitar tunes or arrange-
ments to a panel of judges that
included esteemed guitarists Ewan
Dobson, Antoine Dufour, Ed
Gerhard, Calum Graham, Trevor
Gordon Hall and Don Ross. 

This year Youngman is on the road
with his multimedia show which will
include music from his new album of
hymn arrangements entitled Trust.
While performing this music, the
guitarist also will be using some fair-
ly advanced technology to control
his own stage lighting and video
with foot controllers. 

Along with giving concerts around
the Midwest throughout the year,
Youngman is a guitar instructor at
Spring Arbor University. Youngman
was also the winner in the 2013
Fretboard Festival performance con-
test in Kalamazoo and runner up in
the 2014 Indiana State Fingerstyle
Competition. 

Youngman will be performing at
Unionville Moravian Church located
at 2711 Cass St. Unionville on
Sunday, September 7 at 6:30 p.m.
This concert is open to the public
and a free will offering will be col-
lected to support the artist. 

For more information visit:
www.davidyoungmanmusic.com
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Tickets are going
quickly for tours

Tickets went on sale Monday for this year’s
Elkland Township Cemetery Walk, and they’re
going fast.

Organizers say anyone interested in attending
one of the scheduled tours, slated for Sunday,
Sept. 28, at Elkland Township Cemetery, can
still purchase tickets at Rawson Memorial
District Library in Cass City.  There will be no
ticket sales on the day of the event. 

We’re encouraging area residents to consider
spending a couple hours of their weekend on
one of the upcoming tours (times are set for 2
and 4 p.m.) for a couple of reasons.

First, admission is just $7, and all of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to the American Cancer
Society.

Secondly, what better and more entertaining
way to get a glimpse into a portion of Cass
City’s history by “meeting” a handful of the
folks who helped to shape the community into
what it is today?

The cemetery walk is designed to offer resi-
dents a trip back in time.  Several of the com-
munity’s notable late citizens — each of whom
will share a bit about their lives and accom-
plishments – will be on hand.

This year’s “visitors from the past” will fea-
ture longtime educator and administrator Art
Holmberg, Chronicle founder Frederick
Klump, Dr. E.L. Morris, Elizabeth Pinney,
Helen Stevens, Civil War veteran Milo Warner,
photographer Jacob Maier and Lucy Lee.

Also scheduled to appear is another special
guest from Cass City’s past, but organizers
aren’t revealing a name.
The response to last year’s inaugural cemetery

walk surprised organizers, with more than 100
people in attendance.

“This year, we have a whole new set of char-
acters and cast, as well as changes to the tour
format.  Due to the large turnout last year, we
have added an extra tour group to each tour
time, which means we will be able to accommo-
date 150 people at this year’s event — 75 at
each tour time,” Tyler Perry, co-organizer of
the event, explained.  “We also plan to have a
shuttle wagon during the 2 p.m. tour for those
who are handicapped.”

While the walk is designed to be entertaining
as well as educational, organizers are also
quick to emphasize the day is also a way to
remember and honor the millions of lives
touched by cancer.

“We hope to raise at least $1,050 for the
American Cancer Society,” Perry noted.

“It’s great to know we are offering an event
that fosters interest in the history of the commu-
nity while raising funds for such a necessary
and worthy cause,” he said.

We couldn’t agree more.

Cass City Village Manager Peter Cristiano and Tuscola
EDC Director Steve Erickson believe railroads might be
making a comeback here in the Thumb. They met recent-
ly with members of the manufacturing and business com-
munities from Tuscola, Huron and Sanilac counties
regarding transportation needs with respect to railroads.

The consensus reached was: (1) railroad cars in the
Thumb run about five miles per hour, (2) railroad cars
moving freight are getting larger and heavier, (3) tracks
may have been permanently removed, (4) trucks and
truck drivers are in great demand.

One of the biggest benefactors of pursuing trains as a
means of transportation, according to Erickson, would be
the agricultural market.

**********

A public open house for long-time administrator of the
Cass City Chamber of Commerce Dee Mulligan will be
held Friday, Sept. 12, at Baker College from 1 to 5 pm.
Mulligan is leaving her position after 10 years to pursue
her PhD at DePaul University. She will be joining her
freshman son, Michael, at the Illinois school. Can’t make
it by 5? No worries, the party continues afterwards at
Charmont Lanes. 
Good luck Dee, you will be missed here at the corner of

Oak and Main.

**********

As families and friends come together from all over
Michigan to enjoy this Labor Day Weekend, area law
enforcement officials urge drivers to be smart: Buckle
Up and Do Not Drive Impaired. Deputies will be work-
ing hard this weekend to stop impaired driving and
enforce Michigan’s seatbelt law.

During this high traffic time, it is especially important
for travelers to wear their seat belts and refrain from
using any substances that impair driving.  “Drivers who
operate vehicles while they are under the influence of
drugs or alcohol cost Michigan residents millions of dol-
lars each year in lost time, lost property, and most impor-
tantly, lost lives,” says Sanilac County Sheriff Garry
Biniecki.  “The greatest tragedy is that deaths due to
impaired driving are preventable – these are not acci-
dents.”

Michigan is first in the nation in seatbelt use.  Studies
have shown that there is a direct correlation between
seatbelt use and crash survival.  “Seatbelts save lives,”
said Sheriff Biniecki.  “Please remember to buckle up
each and every time your get in your vehicle.”

**********

Regarding Labor Day, please remember the Chronicle
office will be closed Monday, Sept. 1, to observe the
annual holiday. That’s means our valued subscribers will
receive next week’s issue on Thursday, one day later than
usual.
Accordingly, our classified advertising deadline will be

extended until noon on Tuesday, instead of our usual cut
off time of noon on Mondays. 
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Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and tele-
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paper. Names will be withheld from publication
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nature, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $19 per insertion. There is
a $4 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.

To Whom it May Concern (you know who you are) –
I am tired – and quite literally so – of being overlooked

and underappreciated. I am not acting catty when I con-
tend that I am maliciously maligned and misunderstood.
My patience with this matter is wearing categorically
thin and I demand change. The conditions under which
I am forced to exist have become unbearable and I am
therefore petitioning for living adjustments effective
immediately, or yesterday, if possible. 

Complaint #1 – Bathroom conditions. I have to go
underground, into a dungeon-like space every time I
wish to relieve myself. Furthermore, my toilet provides
no privacy and sits within inches of Other Cat’s bath-
room box. Sometimes Other Cat jumps into my cubicle
and does the unthinkable. (He is so uncouth.) When my
human pours fresh gravel into my non-private private
space, I race to be first to access the new, unblemished
sand. I’d like to place an order for a new, private toilet
above ground level, preferably near a scratching pad
with an automatic flushing mechanism.

Complaint #2 – The sun. This yellow dwarf star refus-
es to cooperate as a team player. He is aloof and anti-
social and ignores me without regard to my feelings.
Can you imagine such a being? Just yesterday I spent
the entire afternoon following Mr. Glint and Glimmer
from one room to another. I felt as pathetic as a lost
puppy. I was tired and much in need of naps. The ener-
gy required to chase sunbeams is no small matter and
deserves fair and reasonable compensation.  

Complaint #3 – The dog. Need I say more? I am
required to share my home with my own mortal enemy.
This is even more egregious than Other Cat doing his
business in my box. Sharing my personal space with a
canine is like claws on a chalkboard. Thankfully, the
mutt is easily intimidated by my preeminence and tele-
pathic threats. Even so, my delicate disposition cannot
withstand much more of such inhumane conditions. 

Complaint #4 – The food. It is cruel to restrict one’s
access to essential nutrition. Catnip is an established
herbal supplement, yet I must beg like a dog for my
daily treat. Last week, the humans let my supply run out
for two whole days, which equates to more than a week
in cat years. The loss of vitamins and minerals probably
cost me a couple of lives. As a mature feline, I am con-
fident I have proven myself a responsible nipper and
have earned the right to an unlimited supply – and I
won’t settle for the cheap stuff.

Complaint #5 – Lack of unencumbered naps. There is
nothing as irritating as curling up into an irresistible,
fuzzy little fur ball desiring nothing more than a short
snooze only to have some human appear out of nowhere
wanting to pet me and kiss me and tell me how cute I am.
I know I am cute. I can’t help it; I was born this way.
Can’t you see I am trying to nap? Please take my feelings
and needs into consideration and let sleeping cats lie.
Complaint #6 – My freedom. Doggone it, I am a prison-

er in this place. The pooch lets out one irritating bark and
she gains access to a secret world I imagine is filled with
edible prey and fields of catnip. No matter how much I
meow, they refuse to let me explore this forbidden utopia.
I do not understand why the humans hope to deny me
such treats and pleasures. My best guess is they are jeal-
ous of my overall perfection. 

I could go on, but I don’t want to waste a minute more
of any of my nine lives. Alas, it is time for one of my naps
and a good stretch. I am certain you will agree with my
terms. If you refuse, I will walk on you during the middle
of the night, swish my tail in your face and cough up a
hairball on the carpet when you have company over for
dinner. If you are unable to make the modifications stip-
ulated above, I respectfully request that a new home be
found – for the dog.

Supremely and apathetically yours,
The Cat

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication.” You can read more and follow her
column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.
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Circuit court news

Several defendants appear on charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court on
various criminal charges last week:
*Matthew R. Humes, 24, Caro, was

sentenced to 365 days in the county
jail and 60 months probation follow-
ing his plea of no contest to a charge
of larceny in a building between
April 11 and April 14, 2013, in
Ellington Township.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay court costs and fines
totaling $198 plus attorneys fees of
$500.  Restitution in the case is to be
determined.

*Timothy D. Edwards, 29,
Millington, pleaded guilty to a
charge of driving while his license
was suspended or revoked – causing
serious injury Dec. 5, 2011, in
Millington.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$10,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Dustin F. Wonnacott, 24, Caro,
pleaded guilty to possession of a
short-barreled shotgun/rifle June 1 in
Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Robert A. Hempton, 53,
Sebewaing, pleaded no contest to
charges of operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, and assaulting, resist-
ing or obstructing a police officer
May 30 in Akron Township.  He was
also convicted of being an habitual
offender (three or more prior felony
convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Richard W. Case, 52, Millington,
pleaded no contest to fleeing a police
officer and operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor
June 2 in Millington Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$1,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Frank E. Haslip III, 22, Caro,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
obtaining money, property or servic-
es by false pretenses between March
3 and March 21 in Cass City.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$3,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Brenda L. Belcher, 48, Vassar,
pleaded no contest to two counts of
assaulting, resisting or obstructing a
police officer April 11 in Vassar
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$5,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

HILLS AND DALES General Hospital in Cass City recently accepted its sec-

ond consecutive Excellence in Patient Care Award from the Studer Group.

Pictured above are (from left) Mark Noon, Studer coach; Shannon Weber,

R.N.; Jennifer TerBush, vice president of Patient Services; and B.G. Porter,

Studer Group president and CEO.

Continued from page one.

Drug probe ends in arrests of 2 suspects

“This commitment to quality
demonstrates the fact that values-
driven organizations like Hills and
Dales compel their leaders, physi-
cians and care teams to simply do the
right thing for all patients.  Because
of these efforts, value-driven organi-
zations are rewarded by having a
highly engaged workforce, and
receiving numerous patient and fam-
ily testimonials concerning the level
of outstanding care provided,”
Studer Group officials said. 

“It is really nice to be recognized
for the hard work of our employees

Hospital again receives quality of care honors
for the second year in a row,” com-
mented Jean Anthony, Hills and
Dales president and CEO.  “Our
entire team has made a total commit-
ment to satisfying our patients and
their families when they need to be
hospitalized at Hills and Dales.

“It is gratifying to know our
patients are seeing the results,”
Anthony added.  “To be recognized
by the Studer Group for our accom-
plishment for the second time shows
our patients that we are committed to
these efforts every day.  We will con-
tinue to improve so our patients have
the best possible experience when

they need our care.”

The Studer Group is an outcomes-
based healthcare performance
improvement firm that works with
healthcare organizations in the
United States, Canada, and beyond,
teaching them how to achieve, sus-
tain and accelerate exceptional clini-
cal, operational and financial results.
Working together, the organization
strives to help healthcare facilities
build a sustainable culture that pro-
motes accountability, fosters innova-
tion and consistently delivers a great
patient experience and the best qual-
ity outcomes over time.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A lengthy investigation into drug trafficking in Huron
County led to the arrests of two suspected drug dealers
last Wednesday, according to Huron County Sheriff
Kelly J. Hanson.

“Arrest warrants issued by the Huron County
Prosecutor’s Office allowed for the arrest of two area
men after a several-month-long investigation involving
the sale of illegal drugs,” Hanson said.  “Twenty-nine-

year-old Robert Maxson of Bad Axe was arraigned in
the 73B District Court on two felony charges for selling
Vicodin and Methadone.  He was released after his (per-
sonal recognizance) bond was set at $5,000.

“The second man, 30-year-old Wayne J. Cochrane of
Filion, was arraigned on a felony charge for the sale of
Methadone,” Hanson added.  “He remains lodged in our
jail on a $3,500 (10 percent) bond.”

The latest arrests were the result of a combined inves-
tigation conducted jointly by the sheriff’s department
and the Bad Axe City Police Department.

Cass River Pet FriendZ, an animal
rescue group based in Tuscola
County, is sponsoring a fund-raising
dance set for Saturday, Sept. 6, at the
Brentwood, 178 Park Drive, Caro.

Music will be provided by area
bands Windfall, East 81, Random,
and The Leftovers, which will be
playing everything from 96 tears to
top 40 and country western.  Jim
Kramer of WKCQ will serve as mas-
ter of ceremonies for the
event.  There will be door prizes,
silent auction items and 50/50 tick-
ets.

Doors open at 6:30, with the music
starting at 7 p.m.  Tickets are $5 in
advance and $8 at the door.  Advance
tickets can be obtained by calling
Sandy at (989) 673-6357 or Pat at
(989) 673-7141 in the Caro area,
Pam at 843-7723 in the Mayville
area, and Cathy 823-2445 or Julie
823-3251 in the Vassar area.  

All proceeds go to support Cass
River Pet FriendZ’s spay/neuter
assistance program.

Pet group set
to raise funds
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Phyllis Anderson of Auburn. All 3
flight winners shot an identical 2-per-
son team handicapped score of 64.

Co-captains of the Red Hawk varsi-
ty football this year are Scott Dillon
and Jason Robertson, senior letter
winners.

Cass City Rotary Club President
Dave Milligan presented the club’s
pledge of $10,000 for the communi-
ty’s new track to Boosters Club
President Bob Tuckey.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

Ron Przystas is the all-time champ
of workers who interned at the
Chronicle. He’s the champion of pop-
ularity. Besides being pleasant and
likeable, he did something no one
else has done when he left. He pur-
chased personalized pens for me and
Editor Mike Eliasohn and presented
roses to every lady in the composing
and office staff. That’s a touch of
class. (From Rabbit Tracks by John
Haire.)
When Auctioneer Lorn Hillaker said

“sold” for the final time Friday it
marked the end of one of the older
businesses in Cass City. Leonard
Damm & Son started selling to farm-
ers in 1940, 40 years ago. The sale
attracted a large crowd and the con-
sensus of farmers in the audience was
that the equipment and supplies sold
for good prices.
Dr. Edward Scollon has been operat-

ing his veterinary clinic on North
Seeger Street for 15 years and during
that time has been a solid civic work-
er in the community. Despite his
practice and the time required to take
courses to keep up with the current or
new trends in his field, Scollon has
served in several organizations. He is
the past president of both the Cass
City Lions Club and the Thumb
Veterinary Medical Association. He is
a member of the Cass City School
Board. Scollon graduated from
Michigan State University in 1961
with a DVM degree. Scollon and his
wife, Dotty, bookkeeper for the clin-
ic, have five children. Teresa attends
Interlochen Arts Academy, John,
Suzy, Katy and Mike attend Cass City
Schools.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

Barring a last minute reversal by the
membership-at-large of the Cass City
Teachers Association, teachers will
be in their classrooms when school is
scheduled to open Sept. 3. It’s a virtu-
al certainty that the recommendation
of the bargaining team will be accept-
ed and teachers will work under an
extension of last year’s contract, but it
is even more certain that no new
agreement at Cass City Schools will
be negotiated by the time school
starts. The final bargaining session
broke off at noon Monday and no fur-
ther meetings are scheduled until
Wednesday, Sept. 11, a two-week
lapse. Nothing much was decided in
the final meeting of the teams with
the important exception that school
would start as scheduled. 

It wasn’t so long ago that if you
wore blue jeans, you either lived on a
farm or were poor. Blue bib overalls
were reserved strictly for the country
and, when they faded, it was time to
throw them out and buy new ones.
Their best feature was that they were
cheap. Usually two dollars could put
you in a pair. Not anymore. Clothing
proprietors say increased demand,
coupled with losses in the cotton crop
has made blue denim hard to get.
Cliff Ryan of Ryan’s Men’s Wear
says blue jeans are one of the hottest
items on the market today. “Kids buy
them mostly,” he explained. “They
like the genuine Levi best, probably
because they’ve heard it’s good. The
name means a lot.” Levi has shut
Ryan off on further deliveries, saving
its scarce stock for larger outlets in
the cities. Today, Ryan said, a good
pair of blue jeans sells for $12.00.
One distraught saleswoman at
Kritzman’s sighed in despair.
“Everybody’s wearing them,” she
said. “And the girls are, too. The only
thing of the men’s that they aren’t
wearing is their underwear!”
Miss Jayne Krohn received a Master

of Arts degree in elementary educa-
tion from Central Michigan
University at the conclusion of the
summer semester. She received her
bachelor’s degree from CMU in
December, 1971 and has taught at
Willis Campbell Elementary School
the past two years. She is a 1968
graduate of Lakers High School and a
native of Elkton.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

Grand Trunk Western Railroad
Company officials have announced
this week that work on a $10,000
automatic flashing light signal at the
M-81 crossing in Cass City will begin
on or about Tuesday, Sept. 8.  G. J.
Stonehouse, signal engineer,
explained in a letter to the Chronicle

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

that the new signals will be the “most
modern available and will be installed
in accordance with the standards pre-
scribed by the Public Service
Commission.”

Although voters were closely divid-
ed on the issue, Tuscola County will
get its new jail with the passing of the
two-year one and a quarter mill levy
in Tuesday’s Primary Election. The
levy will cost voters $1.25 per $1,000
of assessed valuation as equalized.
R. M. Hunter, retired Cass City busi-

nessman, was appointed Elkland
township clerk Friday following the
sudden death of Clerk C. E. Patterson
Wednesday evening, Aug. 28. The
appointment was by the township
board at a special meeting.

It’s a case of having your cake and
eating it too for Dick Szarapski, Cass
City hobbyist. Dick got tired of catch-
ing trophy-sized fish only to have
them shrink in the freezer or disap-
pear on the dinner table so he took up
taxidermy and now he eats his fish
and keeps them too.

Ten-year-old Becky Loomis, mem-
ber of the Needles and Kettels 4-H
Club of Cass City, received top hon-
ors in the 4-H cookie division at the
Tuscola County Fair. Becky is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Don
Loomis. Also selected to accompany
Becky to Lansing were: Margie
Clarke, Connie DeLong and Susan
Tuckey, who will represent the coun-
ty with their demonstrations.
Margaret Battel was also selected to
make the Lansing trip by taking sec-
ond place in the annual flowers divi-
sion.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)

Twenty-one students have been
selected by the normal board to attend
the Tuscola County Normal which
opens on Wednesday, September 6.
The following were chosen: Mary
Ayers, Silverwood, Edward Bilicki,
Caro, Lois A. Coan, Kingston,
Genevieve Downing, Gagetown,
Doris May Evans, Vassar, Dorothy
Freeland, Mayville, Beryl A.
Hitchcock, Kingston, Evelyn A.
Humpert, Reese, Margie L. Legg,
Kingston, Barbara MacLaren,
Millington, Nancy McCloy,
Fairgrove, Isabel Manwell, Fostoria,
Edward Nutt, Akron, Ira Osburn,
Cass City, Mildred Shattuck,
Mayville, Marie Thiel, Gagetown,
Pearl Wilmot, Caro, Dagmar
Martinek, Cass City, Virginia
Czernik, Unionville, Evelyn J.
Childs, Fostoria, Twila Kenney,
Kingston.
Three new members were welcomed

into the Cass City Rotary Club on
Tuesday when Vice President Robert
Keppen presented Andrew
Champion, Curtis Hunt and Herman
Doerr at the club luncheon Tuesday
as adherents of the local society.

Rev. Wendling H. Hastings, the new
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in
Cass City, starts his ministry and will
deliver his first sermon as pastor next
Sunday morning.

Members of the 4-H club of Cass
City will take in the neighborhood of
70 head of livestock to the Michigan
State Fair this weekend. This is as
large a number as was shown in 1938,
according to Willis Campbell, club
advisor, who says that the stock this
year is of very good quality. The
youthful exhibitors in the Cass City
society brought home around $800.00
in prize money awarded them on their
exhibits at this exposition last year.
Several champion and grand champi-
ons were shown by them.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
Members of the Woman’s Study

Club will celebrate the fifth anniver-
sary of the club on Labor Day. Short
talks will be given by the former pres-
idents, Mrs. A. J. Knapp, Mrs. S. G.
Benkelman and Mrs. I. B. Auten.
Civil Government is the subject of
this year’s study and Mrs. F. J. Nash,
the instructor, will outline the year’s
work at Monday’s meeting, which is
the first gathering of club members
for the present club year.
After the regular session of the M.E.

Sunday School, class number eleven
organized and elected the following
officers: President, Wm. Cole; sec.-
treas., Donald Seed. “The Flower
Class” is the name chosen and Miss
Edna Colwell is the teacher.
Dan Duncanson, who has been play-

ing ball with Charlotte for the sum-
mer months, came Thursday to spend
the remainder of his vacation with his
mother, Mrs. Margaret Duncanson.

The Boys’ Athletic Association was
re-organized with the following offi-
cers at its head: Dugald Duncanson,
pres; Nelson Higgins, vice pres; Otis
Stockmeyer, sec-treas. 

Pleasure Farm is the name selected
by Mr. and Mrs. William Kile for
their farm one mile west of Cass City.
Miss Janet Miller went to Greenville

Friday. She teaches in the eighth
grade there and is coach of the athlet-
ics of the high school girls. 

5 YEARS AGO (2009)

Sarah Green, Cindy Armbruster,
Julie Ruggles, Heather Langenburg
and Beth Marshall all share a com-
mon bond — each has worked togeth-
er at one time or another in the
Kingston Community School
District. But they share an even deep-
er bond in that, like millions of others
worldwide, they have been touched
by cancer. The group also shared a
will to do something to battle the
dreaded disease. They joined some
1,800 participants in the Michigan
Breast Cancer 3-Day, a 3-day, 60-
mile walk that raised a combined $4.7
million for breast cancer research,
education and community health pro-
grams. 

Frank and Val Kemp took down
their sign at McGregory Manor
Monday, the bed and breakfast’s last
official day of business in Cass City.
The couple reluctantly closed the
business after 12 years due to health
issues. However, the Kemps plan to
stay in Cass City. “This is going to be
home for a long, long time,” Val said.
“We’re not going anywhere.”

Cass City Native Al Milligan is a
familiar face at Schneeberger’s
Furniture and Appliances in Cass
City, where he’s worked for the past
39 years. On his days off, however,
Milligan, 63, indulges in a hobby —
flying — that prompted him to earn a
“sport pilot” license this summer, 40
years after taking his first lesson.
Bulldogs competed with Washtenaw

Multicultural Academy during
Michigan’s first 8-player contest.
Nick Zaleski rushed for 232 yards
and added 2 touchdown catches, but
it wouldn’t be enough as Owen-Gage
fell, 44-30.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

Alison Emmert, who died nearly 2
years ago after a year-long battle with
cancer, wanted her clothing to go to
the young people living in a small vil-
lage in Haiti where she had taken part
in a mission trip. Her family recently
fulfilled that wish. The Emmerts and
the rest of the mission team, which
included Cass City area residents Don
and Barb Englehart, Donna Little,
Amanda Little and Lindsey
Gaszczynski, again helped with
school construction, this time on a
new wing funded, in part, by pro-
ceeds from the sales of a CD written
in honor of Alison. The new school
has been named the Alison Emmert
Education Wing. The mission team
later distributed Alison’s clothing.
There was enough to cloth 15 teenage
boys and 15 teenage girls.

The Cass City Red Hawk basketball
team is young, but potent. The team
proved that in the opening game
Thursday at Imlay City, defeating the
Spartans, 53-36. Getting their first
taste of varsity competition were a
pair of sophomores, Sara Meeker and
Emily Schinnerer. Schinnerer
responded with a team-high 16 points
and paced the Hawks to an early 14-8
first quarter lead with a 6-point spurt.

The Red Hawk soccer team domi-
nated play against North Branch and
recorded a 2-0 win. Coach Chuck
Reed said the Hawks played struc-
tured offense, solid defense and kept
the ball in the attacking end the
majority of the time. Sean McFarland
scored both goals, the first on a direct
kick from 30 yards and the second on
a nice move across the goal mouth
that caught the keeper leaning the
wrong way.
Football fans will see the number 99

on the back of the helmets of all Cass
City football players this fall. It’s a
memorial for Cory Merz, who died in
a tragic automobile accident.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)

The computer age arrived at the
Cass City Post Office early last week.
The change, part of a nationwide
move to computerize all post offices
the size of the Cass City branch and
larger, is expected to eventually
increase the speed and efficiency of
postal operations. “They cover every
transaction we make and they break
down every transaction,” Postmaster
Bill Zinnecker said of the Unisys
Computer System installed Aug. 21,
“Down the road, it will eliminate the
paperwork.” 

Three new faces joined the Cass
City School District teaching staff
Monday for an annual pre-school
luncheon. They are Jeanine McGee, a
second grade teacher at Campbell
Elementary; Jenifer Gayari, a third
and fifth grade teacher at Deford
Elementary, and Paula Herron, a
kindergarten teacher at Campbell
Elementary.

Winners of the 4th annual Rolling
Hills ladies’ invitational golf tourna-
ment, held Aug. 22, are 1st flight –
Betty Bliss, Cindy Donrenwerth of
Reese; 2nd flight – Barb Welch,
Norma Kohler of Brown City; 3rd
flight – Janet Wehner of Bad Axe and

ALS challenge is

about awareness

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

It’s amazing how asking for a column idea can really bring out the generosi-

ty in some folks.

Take Chronicle Advertising Sales Executive Krysta Boyce, for example

(please take her).  After hearing me mention I needed an idea, and having been

nominated herself to take part in the incredibly successful ALS Ice Bucket

Challenge, she was kind enough to nominate me, noting that having a bucket

of ice water poured over my head would make for a good column.

In case you’ve been living in a cave lately, I’ll explain.

The ALS Ice bucket Challenge was launched to fight amyotrophic lateral scle-

rosis (ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s Disease, a progressive neurodegener-

ative disease that attacks nerve cells and pathways in the brain and spinal

cord, leaving its victims totally paralyzed in the later stages.  The average life

expectancy among the more than 5,600 people diagnosed with ALS every year

is two to five years from diagnosis.

The challenge involves people getting doused with buckets of ice water on

video, posting to social media, then nominating others to do the same, all in an

effort to raise ALS awareness.  People can either accept the challenge or make

a donation to the ALS Association, or do both.

People accepting the challenge have included folks from all walks of life as

well as dozens of celebrities — Justin Timberlake, Jeff Foxworthy, former

President George Bush, etc.

Oddly enough, in spite of its success, the challenge has drawn a fair share of

criticism – everything from the method of encouraging people to donate, to

how the campaign won’t even touch the ALS Association’s efforts to battle this

horrible disease.

Really?

Well, as this column was written, the ALS Association reported donations had

reached nearly $23 million, compared to $1.9 million during the same period

a year ago (July 29 to Aug. 19).

Money aside, ALS Association President and CEO Barbara Newhouse really

hit the nail on the head when she commented, “While the monetary donations

are absolutely incredible, the visibility that this disease is getting as a result of

the challenge is truly invaluable.  People who have never before heard of ALS

are now engaged in the fight against the disease.”

I suppose some idiots are always going to find something to whine about, but

it would be nice if they at least acknowledged that this is a wonderful example

of the good social media can accomplish.

As for me, the generosity I witnessed prompted me to generously offer my

youngest daughter the opportunity to pour ice water over my head (for which

she was repaid a personal invitation to enjoy the same refreshing experience.

I also nominated former Chronicle summer news-editorial interns Mason

Doerr and Patricia Emenpour Young).

Hey, it’s not that bad.  Just don’t expect me to open my big mouth the next

time I need a column idea.

The Tuscola Co Rd Commission will be spraying the
roadsides and roadside ditches on both sides of the fol-
lowing roads:  Elmwood Rd:  between Cemetery Rd and
Crawford Rd; Crawford Rd: ½ mile south from
Elmwood Rd; Englehart Rd:  between Shabbona and
Severance Rd; Severance Rd: between Crawford Rd and
Lamton Rd; and Crawford Rd: between Deckerville and
Shabbona.  The spraying will start the end of August or
beginning of September.  In the event you do not want
the roadside ditch sprayed on your property, please put
out a “do not spray” sign.  
Any questions, please contact the Supervisor, Ralph
Zinnecker, at (989) 872-4067.  
Joann M Tauber, Novesta Twp Clerk.

Notice to Novesta Township 
residents and landowners:  
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Dorothy Putnam

Dorothy A. Putnam, 78, of Caro,
died following a long illness Sunday,
August 17, 2014 in her home with
her family by her side.  She was born
February 27, 1936 in Cass City to
Wellington and Effie (Greenleaf)
LaPeer.  

Dorothy worked at the Caro
Regional Hospital for many years,
working in the housekeeping and
laundry department.  She enjoyed
camping, making quilts, and spend-
ing time with her family.  

Dorothy is survived by Robert
Putnam and their children:  Linda
(Dan) Mills of Caro, Sam Putnam of
Caro, Robin (Cornelius) Murphy of
Dover, DE; grandchildren:  Carrie
(Dale) Tabar of Cass City, Jennifer
(Trent) Kelly of Davison, Sarah
Putnam of Decker, Megan (Nate)
Belonga of Dimondale, Renea (Tom)
Clearhout of Gagetown, Jasmine,
Jade and Jeremy Murphy of Dover,
DE; great grandchildren:  Mariah,
Alex, Gracie, Ian, Ali, and Colton;
siblings:  Dianne (Walter) Hempton
of Cass City, Patti (Gary) Guilds of
Cass City, and Al (Connie) LaPeer of
Cass City.  She is preceded in death
by her infant son, Daniel Robert;
parents, Wellington and Effie
LaPeer; brothers:  Richard LaPeer,
Fred LaPeer, Walter LaPeer and Jack
LaPeer.

A memorial service will be held at
her graveside in Ellington Township
Cemetery, Caro at a later date.
Interment will be in Ellington
Township Cemetery. 

Memorials may be made to the
Family Discretionary Fund. Family
and friends may share memories,
prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com. 
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Cass City.

Germaine Tonti

Germaine “Geri” Louise Tonti, 74,
of Sand Point, formerly of Cass City,
died Tuesday, August 19, 2014 at St.
Mary’s of Michigan Hospital in
Saginaw.

Geri was born December 31, 1939
in Hancock, Michigan to the late Eli
Albert and Elizabeth Louise
(Cocking) Mattson.  She grew up in
Dollar Bay and graduated from high
school there in 1958.  She married
Don G. Tonti on September 23, 1961
in Lincoln Park.  Together they lived
in Cass City for 30 years before
moving to Sand Point in 2002.

A 1961 graduate of Highland Park
School of Nursing, Geri had a long
career as a registered nurse.  She
worked in Labor and Delivery at
Oakwood Hospital, Ayer
Massachusetts Community Hospital

and Garden City Osteopathic
Hospital.  She spent 5 years working
for Tuscola County Alternative
Program for Pregnant Teens
(TAPPS) and 15 years as the school
nurse for Cass City Public Schools.  

Her passions were family and nurs-
ing.  After her retirement, she was
able to devote more time to her
grandchildren and travel.  She

enjoyed reading, gardening, feeding
the hummingbirds, baking, entertain-
ing and watching sunsets from their

home on Saginaw Bay.  She was a
member of St. Roch-OLPH Catholic
Church and the Sand Point Club.  

She is survived by her husband of
53 years, Don; children: Nancy
Louise (Randy) Genord of Grand
Blanc, Craig (Kristyn) Tonti of
Rochester and Lari Tonti of
Farmington Hills; grandchildren:
Jessica Louise, Dane, and Ryan
Genord, and Drew and Madelyn
Tonti; and mother-in-law Martha
Tonti.
A funeral mass was held August 23

at St. Roch-OLPH Catholic Church
in Caseville with Fr. Robert Pare pre-
siding.  Burial was in St. Roch
Cemetery.

The Champagne Funeral Chapel of
Caseville is handling the arrange-
ments.  

Memorials may be made to St.
Roch-OLPH Building  Fund.  

Condolences may be shared at
www.cfcCaseville.com  
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boosted anticipated revenues by
more than $66,000 for the Cass City
Public Schools this year.  School
officials also restructured some
teaching positions and reduced hours
to balance its 2014-15 spending plan,
which totaled $9.669 million when
the board adopted it in late June.
The district anticipates ending the
fiscal year with a healthy $1.14 mil-
lion fund balance, or an amount
equal to 11.82 percent of the budget.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

In other business during the regular
monthly meeting, the board briefly
discussed Cass City’s performance
on the latest state “top to bottom”
rankings based on standardized test
scores along with several other fac-
tors.

Elementary school Principal Aaron
Fernald reported the elementary
ranked in the 75 percentile, meaning
Cass City is outperforming 75 per-
cent of the other districts in the rank-
ings.  Cass City Junior-Senior High
Principal Chad Daniels noted the
upper grade levels ranked 52nd.
However, both administrators along

with school Supt. Jeff Hartel agreed
the state system for evaluating
school performance is in desperate
need of an overhaul in order to pro-
duce a method that makes sense and
truly reflects improvements or lack
of improvements in student achieve-
ment.
“They’ve (Michigan education offi-

cials) made it so complicated, you
can’t understand it unless you’re a
mathematician,” Fernald said.

Daniels added the state should be
evaluating how an individual class
performs from year to year, rather

plete by Nov. 1 and is to also include
proper ventilation, new gas lines,
connect to all existing piping, meet
all current code and supply all labor,
materials, permits and fees necessary
to complete the project..

Turning to the generator proposal,
bidders are being asked to provide
quotes for a new backup emergency
generator capable of providing
instant power to the municipal build-
ing in the event of a power outage.
The generator will run on natural gas
and be set up to run weekly on a
maintenance schedule. Bids are to
include generator, automatic transfer
switch, labor, permits, fees and all
other related components to install
generator for automatic use.

Bidders will also be required to
schedule a job site visit with David
Marr, special project manager
In another public service committee

matter, the council approved a Title
VI Non-Discrimination Plan,
required to receive grant monies to
rebuild Doerr Road for the $40 mil-
lion Dairy Farmers of America pro-
cessing plant being constructed in
the local industrial park.

“Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964 is the overarching civil rights
law which prohibits discrimination
based on race, color, or national ori-
gin in any program, service or activ-
ity that receives federal assistance,”
said Village Manager Peter

School Board reinstates 

athletic transportation
Continued from page one. than comparing this year’s sopho-

mores to last year’s sophomores, for
example.  Another major factor, he
said, is the emphasis on improve-
ment regardless of a school’s per-
formance the previous year, with dis-
tricts that are already performing
well being penalized if they don’t
continue to post increases.
“As soon as you score high and then

start dropping, that’s where they’re
going to nail you,” Hartel told the
board.  “They have to come up with
a better system of evaluating
schools.”

Also Monday, the board:
*Heard a monthly report from

newly-hired Chief Financial Officer
Mary Cunningham, who noted Cass
City has received its final state aid
payment from last year, and it
included an extra residual payment
of $3,017 for complying with the
state’s “best practices” such as bid-
ding out contracted services.

Cunningham also reported the dis-
trict has finalized its annual state aid
note through Thumb National Bank,
and made a switch in school bus fleet
insurance carriers that increased cov-
erage and saved $2,794.
*Agreed to meet a half-hour prior to

the start of its September regular
meeting to review past and set new
board goals.  The regular meeting is
slated to get underway at 7 p.m.
Monday, Sept. 22, in the board room.
*Handled several personnel matters

including accepting “with regret” the
resignations of Nikolas Hopp (spe-
cial education teacher) and Meredith
Kirn (junior-senior high para profes-
sional).  The board also re-hired for-
mer Cass City instructor Steve
Hollocker to teach second grade and
Amy Hartel to serve as an elemen-
tary para professional.

Sealed bids sought for Cass 

City Municipal Building work

Continued from page one. Cristiano, who was approved as the
Title VI Coordinator on a separate
vote.

In other business, the council:
*Commended the Cass City Police

Department, particularly Officer Ken
Miller and Sergeant James Freeman
for their handling of a criminal sexu-
al conduct complaint last April.

Cristiano said the thorough work of
the two officers resulted in arrest of a
suspect, who is now incarcerated
after making threats to the victim’s
family and law enforcement. 

*Reported construction on Doerr
Road from Main Street to Division
Street should begin Thursday. The
road will be milled and resurfaced
and reduced to one lane until com-
pletion in late September.

*Learned the traffic signals at the
corner of Seeger Street and Main
Street are being replaced by the state
of Michigan and folks there say the
project should be completed by
Labor Day.

“We are lucky to have the new
lights,” said Cristiano, noting several
small towns our size have had to
revert to using stop signs.
*Authorized Cristiano and village

Clerk-Treasurer Nanette Walsh to
sign Michigan Department of
Transportation contracts. The resolu-
tion is required every five years by
MDOT.
*Accepted the financial statements
ending July 31 with a cash balance
of $1,669,738.

Police: abduction in Wells 
Township was fabricated

Continued from page one.

when an unidentified male pulled up
next to her, punched her and told her
to get into his vehicle.  The youth
reported that when she refused, the
man punched her two more times
and fled the scene.

The girl was transported to an area
hospital, where she was treated for
minor injuries and then released.  A
state police forensic artist subse-
quently created a rendering of the
“suspect”, which was distributed to
the media.

“After numerous interviews and
follow-up of tips, the Michigan State
Police Caro post has determined the
alleged incident did not occur,” said
First Lt. Mitch Krugielki, post com-
mander.

Krugielki said the alleged victim
recanted her story Monday, telling a
state police detective the incident
was fabricated.

“The investigation will be forward-
ed to the Tuscola County
Prosecutor’s Office for review,”
added Krugielki, who did not
address how the girl sustained the
injuries that sent her to the hospital.

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
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Tuscola employers encouraged
to attend business symposium

Tuscola County employers are
being encouraged to attend an
upcoming business symposium
designed to address how area offi-
cials can create a better prepared
workforce.

The Tuscola College Access
Network (TCAN) is sponsoring the
symposium.  There will be two ses-
sions available – Tuesday, Sept. 9,
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the Tuscola
Technology Center in Caro, and
Wednesday, Sept. 10, from 1 to 3
p.m. at Reese High School.

Those planning to attend are asked
to RSVP by Wednesday, Sept. 3.

“The mission of this new organiza-
tion (TCAN) is to increase the col-
lege – post-secondary – readiness,
participation and completion rates in
Michigan,” explained Linda Volz,
TCAN coordinator.

“Michigan must have an educated
workforce to meet the needs of cur-
rent and future employers,” Volz
said.  “In order to achieve this goal,
we need to have businesses, schools,
parents, post-secondary and training
institutions working together in pro-
moting a college/career culture.”

She indicated the effort is designed
to create a workforce of individuals
with proper training and technical
skills, a strong work ethic, and “soft
skills” such as integrity, honesty,
compassion, appropriate personal
appearance and a desire to continue
learning and growing in their profes-
sion.

The needs of employers has

changed dramatically over the years,
requiring prospective employees to
bring more than a high school diplo-
ma to the interview table, according
to Volz, who noted statistics from
The Georgetown Center on
Education and Workforce estimate
that by the year 2020, 62 percent of
the jobs in Michigan will require
post-secondary education.

In fact, Michigan has roughly
70,000 jobs are unfilled because the
qualified workers can’t be found.

Volz says the level of education a
person attains has a direct correlation
between poverty and unemployment
rates.  “When individuals continue
their education beyond high school,
they are less likely to become a vic-
tim of poverty or unemployment,”
she said.

More information about the upcom-
ing meetings is available by contact-
ing Volz at (989) 325-0144 or via
email at clvolz@gmail.com.

State’s apple crop expected
to be another record breaker

Michigan’s apple growers will harvest roughly 28.74 million bushels of
apples this year, according to the official crop estimate announced last week
at the USApple Outlook meeting in Chicago.

The estimate is in line with the 2013 crop, which was a record size crop of
30 million bushels. 
“Michigan’s growers, packers and shippers are ready to get their apples into

the market place this fall. We are hearing from consumers that they can’t
wait to crunch into their first Michigan Apple of the season,” said Diane
Smith, executive director of the Michigan Apple Committee, who was in
attendance at the USApple announcement in Chicago.

The predicted crop size would be one of the largest apple crops Michigan
has seen.  The Great Lakes State is the second largest producer of apples in
the United States, behind Washington.

“Many factors have contributed to this large crop,” said Smith. “Great
weather this past spring and summer, including cool nights, plenty of rain as
well as a good amount of sunshine certainly helped. Of course, the hard
work of our apple industry always plays an important role.”
The estimate is showing what many in Michigan’s apple industry have been

predicting for several years — the average Michigan Apple crop size will
continue to increase.

“With high-density plantings (approximately 1,000 trees per acre) and
advancements in technology, Michigan is going to continue to produce a
larger quantity of apples. We are also seeing great quality and size,” Smith
said.

The USApple Outlook meeting’s estimate is the only official national crop
estimate this year, as the federal sequester eliminated the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) estimate in 2013. The estimate will be important
for Michigan as apples are one of the state’s largest and most valuable fruit
crops.
The Michigan Apple Committee is a grower-funded nonprofit organization

devoted to marketing, education and research activities to distinguish the
Michigan apple and encourage its consumption in Michigan and around the
world. For more information, visit MichiganApples.com.
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(989) 912-2440

Lundy Financial Services, an independent company with securi-
ties offered through Summit Brokerage Services, Inc. Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Summit Financial
Group, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor.

Nicholas Bliss,
Financial Advisor

840 S. Van Dyke Rd., Bad Axe, MI 48413
989-269-7427 or 888-989-6828
nbliss@summitbrokerage.com
www.lundyfinancialserves.com
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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Hills and Dales employees gathered
in the hospital parking lot Friday to
watch as 4 volunteers poured buck-
ets of ice water over the heads of
hospital President and CEO Jean
Anthony, Chief Financial Officer
Ken Baranski, Vice President of
Patient Services Jennifer TerBush,
and pharmacy Director Craig
Bellew.

“We were nominated by
Deckerville Community Hospital to
do the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge,”
explained Hills and Dales
Foundation Director and Director of
Public Relations Danielle Blaine.
“We will also be making a donation.
We are collecting money through
(this week Friday) and will donate
no less than $200.”

Hospital officials also issued chal-
lenges to Northwood Meadows,
Tendercare, MMR Ambulance, Cass
City Public Schools and the Cass
City Police Department.

“This is something fun we can do to
help raise awareness about ALS
while also contributing monetarily.
Our staff didn’t hesitate for a second
to agree to do it,” Anthony comment-

ed.  “Working in health care, we all
see firsthand the effects of this dis-
ease.  We are happy to participate
and to challenge others to do so as
well.”

Continued from page one.

FRIDAY’S ICE WATER challenge at Hills and Dales General Hospital in

Cass City drew a small crowd of hospital employees on hand to cheer on their

own.

Hills and Dales accepts Ice Bucket Challenge


