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LIBRARY Director Kate

Van Auken is pictured at

left with Lois Roberts (left),

the daughter of Reva

Little, a former longtime

Cass City librarian whose

name adorns one of two

new study rooms at

Rawson Memorial District

Library.

Reva Little

Barb Hutchinson

THERE WAS PLENTY of work to do during the 17th annual Bluewater

Thumb YFC Summer Benefit Auction, held Saturday at Cass City Recreation

Park, but the volunteers on hand appeared to be having a good time.  Above,

Marty (with microphone) and Dave (wearing tan hat) Osentoski auction off a

pair of Amish-made toys with the help of YFC youth volunteers.

CASS CITY’S FRANK Stoup will continue to run

Mulligan’s Irish Links and the Knights of

Columbus Hall while evaluating the best new use

for the properties.  Assisting Stoup (above) will be

(from left) Helen Larson, Krystal Meyer and Joyce

Sugden, all current employees of Flowers Galore

and More. 

Local YFC sale
raises $27,000,
in spite of rain

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Revive Ministries of Cass City is
once again “going orange” in
September in an effort to boost the
area ministry’s food pantry program,
and all area residents are invited to
get involved.

September has been designated as
Hunger Action Month, which
prompted Revive officials to launch
a project that would focus the spot-
light on the needs of families in the
region that are struggling financially.

“Last year we decided to bring
awareness to this fact and did our
first ‘Going Orange’ (campaign),”
said Jaime Fritz of Revive
Ministries.  “We sold orange bal-
loons, which were released at our
September food pantry.

“Each balloon cost $1, which
allows us to purchase six meals at
the Food Bank of Eastern
Michigan,” Fritz explained.  “We
sold over 400 balloons which
allowed us to purchase over 6,400
meals.  It was such a success that we
have decided to make this an annual
event.

“Once again we will have balloons
for sale at Revive as well as some
other local businesses,” she added.
When a balloon is purchased, their
(purchaser) name will be written on
a paper balloon displayed at Revive,
and we will then launch that number
of balloons at our September food
pantry on the 20th.”

The balloon launch is slated to take
place at about 11 a.m. and everyone
is invited to attend and enjoy lunch
and fun activities.

Revive set to
“go orange”
next month
for the needy

Buy a balloon and help
local ministry stretch its
buck with the Food Bank
of Eastern Michigan.

Study rooms
honor village’s
past librarians

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The new study rooms at Rawson
Memorial District Library in Cass
City have that “just finished” look
and probably will for years to
come, but they honor a past span-
ning several decades filled with
the care and devotion of those
whose dedication helped to create
the modern facility patrons enjoy
today.

The study rooms have been ded-
icated in honor of Reva Little and
Barb Hutchinson.

During Little’s 21-year tenure,
from 1950 to 1971, the village’s
library was located in the back of
the old fire hall (now Coach Light
Pharmacy) and offered patrons
5,100 items packed into 450
square feet of space.

Back then overdue book fines
were one cent per day, and resi-
dents living outside Elkland
Township paid $1 for library serv-
ices.

In 1954, the village of Cass City
and Elkland Township partnered
in order to obtain state aid rev-
enue.  That source of income was
based on 2,919 residents at four
cents per person in 1964, adding
up to a whopping $117.  By 1966,
the Cass City and Elkland Public
Library was also serving residents
in Elmwood, Novesta, Evergreen
and Greenleaf townships, and
joined the Saginaw Public Library

Please turn to page 8.

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Frank Stoup, owner and founder of Flowers Galore and More, has pur-
chased the properties previously used for Mulligan’s Irish Links and the for-
mer Knights of Columbus Hall in Cass City. 

He clarified that he did not buy the business name, or the business debts,
but rather just the property of 30 acres and select assets. 

“We looked at various properties, and when we found this one I saw that it
was a spectacular piece of land,” Stoup said. “And with the price, it just
made sense.”

He also noted that the land purchase includes the Knights of Columbus
Hall. 

“Once we secured that property, we saw that the one with the Knights of
Columbus hall was also for sale. We bought that as well,” he said.

Stoup explained that he felt the purchasing of the properties was the easy
part.

“We now have to decide what we want to do with it,” he said. “We don’t
want to make any promises about if it will remain a golf course or not,
because we don’t know.”

Stoup has been doing research, looking at the demographics of Cass City
and weighing the pros and cons of keeping the golf course that is now on the
property as is. 

“I think there are far too many golf courses now,” he said. “Golf is a diffi-

Please turn to page 6.

Future undecided
New owner of Mulligan’s Irish Links,
K of C Hall in town looking at options

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Dozens of Thumb area residents
poured into Cass City Recreation
Park Saturday for the 17th annual
Bluewater Thumb Youth for Christ
(YFC) Summer Benefit Auction, and
many came ready to spend money
for a great cause.
Heather Jensen, who serves as YFC

ministry coordinator in Tuscola
County, welcomed every dollar, but
she also enjoyed what she considers
to be an annual family reunion of
sorts.
“The auction’s fun for us in Tuscola

County.  It just feels like home and
family,” Jensen commented over the
weekend after another successful
sale that will cover a large share of
the local YFC budget.  “It really does
feel like a family reunion.”
And the “family” members on hand

Saturday proved themselves to be
generous and then some, in spite of
what turned out to be a soggy day.

“Our bidder numbers were pretty
close (to last year), but I think a lot
of people had family there.  I think
we had more people, and it was def-
initely a crowd that was out there to
support the ministry,” said Jensen,
who estimated this year’s gross sales
at $27,000 — roughly $3,000 more
than a year ago.

“I was very pleased with how it
turned out.  People were extremely
generous,” she added.  In fact,
Jensen said, the bidders included
some who donated a combined

$2,000 in scholarship money to send
five YFC youth on the organization’s
annual trip to Florida.

Faithful YFC supporters, including
Osentoski Realty and Auctioneering
along with a host of area individuals
and other businesses that make the
auction possible, also didn’t disap-
point.

“Marty and Dave (Osentoski) are
huge, huge supporters of the min-
istry.  They do a ton of volunteer auc-
tioning.  I think it’s just something
that they really treasure,” Jensen
said.
Proceeds from the auction will go to

support YFC Campus Life programs
in Cass City, Caro, Reese, Akron-
Fairgrove and Kingston, according
to Jensen, who is best known in the
area for her work as Bluewater
Thumb YFC Campus Life director
for Tuscola County with the excep-
tion of the Cass City-Kingston
region, where Josh Byer is now in
his third year as Campus Life direc-
tor.

The organization works with youth
at the junior high and high school
levels.  YFC has established a con-
sistent presence in six of Tuscola
County’s nine public school districts,
and officials are working to launch
programs in the Mayville, Vassar and
Reese schools. 
“We work in conjunction with all of

the churches and the school districts.
We organize programs, events and
trips (designed to) help teenagers
make good choices and live a bal-

Please turn to page 8.
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Chronicle intern Andie Peck
bids farewell to the community

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

When I first found out that I would
be coming to Cass City for the sum-
mer, I didn’t know what to think.

We were at a restaurant celebrating
my dad’s birthday, and my family
cheered so loudly for me that we got
strange looks from everybody else
there. But I was a little uncertain. Of
course, up until that point I had been
hoping I would get the internship,
but now that I actually had it a whole
new level of “Wow, I’m actually
doing this,” was added. It was sud-
denly very real.  

ful adventures have happened this
summer that I think Tom should have
just given me a full issue of the paper
to try and tell them all, but I can see
where he might have a problem with
that. 

But I will say this. 
In between all the week-to-week

bustle, meeting of deadlines and
phone interviews, I think I was able
to learn a few things outside of the
host of resume builders I’ll walk
away with. 
The biggest thing I’ll take from this

is that I need to have confidence in
my abilities. I came into this intern-
ship not very confident at all in what
I am able to accomplish as a journal-
ist, and I’ll be heading back to school
with what some may describe as “too
much confidence,” but I would dis-
agree. I have every right to be confi-
dent, and it’s all thanks to the won-
derful people of this town and the
amazing people I worked with at the
Chronicle who never hesitated to
help me out with an article and make
sure I got all the information I was
looking for. 

So, people of Cass City, I would
just like to say thank you for trusting
me and welcoming me into your
community. 

Tom, I have so much respect for
you as a person and a journalist, and
I think it’s because of you that I’ll

always remember to “put the sun at
my back” when taking a picture. I
learned so much from you this sum-
mer, and I hope I was a good intern.

Krysta, thanks for being such a
good friend and making sure I feel
comfortable here. You were always
there to talk to, and this summer has
been really fun. 

Clarke, thank you for letting me
constantly use your camera. The
Chronicle is totally awesome and I
loved working here. Thank you for
the opportunity.  

Deb, thanks for reading everything
I’ve ever written and for catching all
my mistakes. I always looked for-
ward to talking to you Mondays and
Fridays. 

I got into journalism for far better
reasons than the fact that I simply
like the way that newsprint smells
and genuinely enjoy having ink-
stained fingers, even though that’s
true. I chose a career in journalism
because I’ve always known that I am
a writer, I believe people have a
basic right to know the truth about
the world they live in and there’s
nothing I like better than a good
story. 

And to put it simply, this summer
has been filled with great stories and
even better people. Cass City is fas-
cinating. It may be a small town, but
it’s anything but boring.

Andie Peck

In my typical fashion, I immediate-
ly started mentally panicking, then
told myself to calm down, then start-
ed panicking again. However, I
would soon find out that all my inner
freak-outs had been completely
ungrounded. This has been one of
the coolest summers of my life. 

On my first day of work, I found
myself back out the door again with-
in the hour working on a story. The
assignment, “Ask Your Neighbor,”
would become a weekly tradition for
the summer, and something that
would equally stress me out and give
me a fortunate chance to meet practi-
cally the whole town. (Thank you
Lena, for taking pity on me after I
explained it was my first day, and
agreeing to be my first “neighbor.”)
Things took off as if in a whirlwind

after that. 
I’ll always remember one of my

first assignments. It was to photo-
graph the senior awards night at the
high school, and I was supposed to
specifically get pictures of seniors
accepting two sports awards. While
at the event, I was taking tons of pic-
tures of awards being handed out
when the first of the two sports
awards was announced. I raised the
camera to snap the picture of the sen-
ior accepting the award, and my
camera died. 
Long story short, I ended up getting

some pictures of the awards on my
phone, but nevertheless, I learned a
valuable lesson about always being
prepared and making sure my cam-
era has a full battery.
Nightmares about cameras with low

battery will probably haunt me for
the rest of my career. 

I also really loved having the
chance to cover the Freedom
Festival this year. Never before have
I been solely responsible for an
entire section of the newspaper, and I
would like to thank the members of
this year’s Freedom Festival com-
mittee who were always so willing to
help me get all the information I
needed. I saw so many unique events
that weekend that I never would
have had the chance to experience if
not for coming to Cass City, and the
sunburn I earned that weekend will
always be a personal badge of honor
to me.  

So many great things and wonder-
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(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Our depression, Robin

Williams, millions more

Robin Williams made us laugh but we’re not
laughing now as we mourn his suicidal death.

His tragic ending has placed a national spotlight
on the seriousness of depression. In the midst of
this heart wrenching tragedy, maybe good will
come as people may openly discuss their daily
demons of clinical despair.

We know that millions of Americans deal with
depression. The statistics differ from sources but
we can safely say most Americans have been
depressed a few times during their lives. Many are
never treated while others sadly become addicted
to alcohol, prescription drugs and even turn to ille-
gal drugs to cope with their mental battles.

Robin Williams had it all, it seemed. Something
was missing and even with clinical help he could-
n’t eliminate the internal monster that dogged him
to his unfortunate ending.

I have to wonder some of the following:
Did he have two or three people in his life that he

could really talk to? Most people don’t.  
Had his life become void of challenge? Maybe the

lack of new goals and new ambitions dulled the
sound of the morning trumpet that beckons us to
spring from our beds with energy.  
We know that he was dealing with his health; it is

commonly reported that depression surrounds
heart surgeries. He had gone through an aortic
valve replacement, a very serious surgery.

For all of us who have known at least a few
depressing moments in life I would offer the fol-
lowing: Try to have one or two people that you can
talk to about anything. Reinvent yourself from time
to time and do something different.

Get out of the house as much as possible. Limit
your daily media, including TV, social media etc.
Try to get daily exercise. Physical work and activ-
ity clears some of the mental cobwebs. And, con-
nect with your creator. Look up for a source of help
and strength that nothing or no one else can give.

Glenn Mollette is an American columnist and author. 

Editor’s note: More than 36,000 people take their
own lives each year in this country, including
1,100 in Michigan.

How do you know when a friend needs help?
Look for the signs and symptoms of depression,
including changes in mood such as becoming irri-
table, angry or withdrawn; changes in behavior
such as getting behind in school or not wanting to
be with friends; drug and alcohol use or abuse;
loss of interest in once enjoyable activities; exces-
sive sleep or insomnia; a change in eating habits,
criminal behavior such as shoplifting; and a fixa-
tion with death or suicidal thoughts.

Mental illness is treatable and suicide is prevent-
able.  If you or someone you know are feeling sui-
cidal, please call 1-800-273-TALK (8255) now.
This is a 24-hour crisis line devoted specifically to
suicide prevention and it connects you to someone
in your area who can help.

The maiden Big Hole Golf Outing is on tap for
Saturday, Sept. 6 at Rolling Hills Golf Course. The Red
Hawk Athletic Booster Club fundraiser will included 9
holes of golf and carts for a foursome, plus dinner and
fun and games on the course for just $200.00

Interested? Call or text Dave Weiler at 989-551-8692.

***********

Longtime Lions Club member Ken Martin says the
Cass City civic organization was to pick a winning tick-
et at Monday’s board meeting from their 50/50 drawing
that started in April, but was delayed because of poor
ticket sales.

Anyway, the lucky winner should be contacted this
week. If not, we’ll print the winning number in this space
next week.

***********

Whitetails Unlimited is sponsoring the Cass City Area
Banquet on Saturday, Oct. 11, at VFW Post 3644, 4533
Veterans Drive, Cass City. Organizations say this special
event will feature a buffet dinner, auction, door prizes,
sporting equipment, limited edition wildlife and outdoor
art, and WTU collectibles.

Social hour begins at 5 p.m. with dinner at 7 p.m.
Tickets are $40 each, $20 for a spouse, or $20 for chil-
dren 15 & under. Ticket order deadline is October 3 and
tickets will not be sold at the door.

Interested? Call Mike Spencer at 989-670-5346.

***********

According to Andrea Oleszczak, 11 Collins Einhorn
Farrell PC, attorneys have been named to the 2015 edi-
tion of Best Lawyers in America©. 

For over three decades, reports Oleszczak, Best
Lawyers® has been considered the definitive guide to
legal excellence. Best Lawyers has since partnered with
U.S. News®, the leading rankings publication in the
U.S., to rank law firms in the United States. Because
Best Lawyers is based on an extensive peer-review sur-
vey in which more than 52,000 leading attorneys cast
almost 5.5 million votes on the legal abilities of other
lawyers in their practice areas, and because lawyers are
not permitted to pay any fee to participate, inclusion in
Best Lawyers is considered a singular honor.
Among the winners is a Cass City native. Can you guest

who? They are the following attorneys selected in their
respective fields to the 2015 Best Lawyers in America
list:   David C. Anderson (Legal Malpractice Law -
Defendants, Professional Malpractice Law –
Defendants); Theresa M. Asoklis (Professional
Malpractice Law – Defendants); Donald D. Campbell
(Ethics and Professional Responsibility Law); Timothy
F. Casey (Insurance Law); Brian D. Einhorn (Legal
Malpractice Law – Defendants, Personal Injury
Litigation – Defendants, Product Liability Litigation –
Defendants, Professional Malpractice Law –
Defendants); Clayton F. Farrell (Product Liability
Litigation – Defendants); Deborah A. Hebert (Appellate
Practice, Insurance Law); Neil W. MacCallum (Product
Liability Litigation – Defendants); Noreen L. Slank
(Appellate Practice, Insurance Law); Michael J. Sullivan
(Legal Malpractice Law – Defendants, Professional
Malpractice Law – Defendants); and Robert C. Tice
(Litigation - Labor and Employment).

Did you guess Neil MacCallum? Should have. 

Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
$4.00 each insertion;  additional words 10 cents
each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
Save money by enclosing cash with mail orders.
Rates for display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle management and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and tele-
phone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to
call for verification, but won’t be used in the news-
paper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clari-
ty.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific
nature, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $19 per insertion. There is
a $4 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.

“Blackmail is an act involving unjustified threats to
make a gain or cause loss to another unless a demand is
met. It may be defined as coercion involving threats of
public exposure, physical harm, criminal prosecution or
for the purposes of taking the person’s money or prop-
erty.” (Courtesy of: Wikipedia and Merriam Webster)

Under federal law, blackmail is considered a serious
crime. It’s a statutory offense, in the same league as bur-
glary, embezzlement and forgery. We’re talking major
stuff here. I never would have predicted I’d be accused
of blackmail. Especially not by my children. 

But it happened this week, when I suggested that my
son go outside. And play.
Yeah. Can you believe I had the audacity, the nerve and

the gall to suggest such an atrocity? During summer
vacation nonetheless. What was I thinking?

His response to my proposal was nonchalant. He told
me he was taking a break from playing outside. Like
kids are allowed to do that.

My response was non-nonchalant, and (I think) fairly
clever. I told him a break from outside play would be
accompanied by a break from inside video games. It
sounded logical to me. 

To him, it sounded like blackmail. At least that’s what
he said, “You’re blackmailing me!”

I was a little impressed. He’s only 12 and he already
has the vocabulary and quick-thinking skills needed to
accuse his mother of a felony. Other proud parents can
perhaps relate.

There was one tiny flaw in his statement. Just because
someone cries blackmail does not mean a crime has
been committed. My actions didn’t constitute blackmail,
which involves unjustified threats. (See opening sen-
tence.) My threats were thoroughly, completely and
utterly justified. It is right and reasonable for a mom to
expect her kids to play outside. Therefore, my demands
were warranted and well within the scope of my mom-
powers.

Besides, parents commit crimes all the time. It’s prac-
tically in our job description. Bribery during potty train-
ing is as common as Cheerios in the toilet. Perjury
involving fairies and other holiday characters happens
in houses everywhere. According to my teens every-
thing I do in public constitutes disorderly conduct. My
husband and I routinely commit conspiracy on the days
leading up to each child’s birthday as we try to keep our
secrets secret. Money laundering occurs just about every
time I wash a load. And who among us hasn’t felt like a
parenting fraud at least once or twice a week?

But back to my perceived act of blackmail: as far as
access to video games goes, I explained to my child that
rewards in life must be earned. No one gives you a pay-

check if you don’t punch the time clock. His paycheck –
in this case video games – was contingent on his being a
normal little boy and playing outside. We all should be so
lucky.

My son didn’t see the luck in his situation. He consid-
ered debating this with me but then took a look out the
window. It was a warm afternoon. The sun was shining.
Summer beckoned. And at the end of the day, video
games or not, he is an energy-filled, nature-loving 12-
year-old boy. Even our plugged-in, powered-up, social-
networked culture can’t change that.

Thank goodness.
So he went outside. And he played. He shot hoops and

worked on his golf swing. Later, some friends wandered
over and soon they were hiding and seeking in the back-
yard. They came in for a drink of water and said they
were meeting another group of friends at a nearby park to
play football. 
As my son turned to leave, I asked, “Do you want to take

your phone?”
“Nah,” he said nonchalantly. “I won’t need it.”
I waved goodbye. As they headed down the driveway, I

called out, “Be home in time for supper!”
He waved back. “I will!”
Blackmail or no, it had turned into a pretty good day. I

smiled and went back into the kitchen, contemplating
future crimes I’d yet to commit.

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication.” You can read more and follow her
column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

Obama destroying

this great nation
The Palestinians are very

lucky I’m not in charge of
the military of Israel,
because I would have flat-
tened Palestine.  Then I
would have mercy on the
innocent ones that didn’t
know any better.

I would like to ask one
person of the 38 percent
that believe in President
Obama, how they can still
be believers in him.  Qatar
is supplying the weapons

to Palestine, Obama
released five terrorists.
Guess what?  He sent them
to Qatar to free one
American trader that should
have faced the firing squad.     

Obama is taking America
straight to hell.  He did
more damage to Americans
than the terrorists did on 9-
11.

Ukraine and Israel are our
closest allies, but for some

Guest Editorial
by Glenn Mollette

Dear editor, 

I enjoyed your Reporter’s
Notebook column concern-
ing movers, shakers of the
past from last week’s
paper.

I agree that those persons
mentioned in the article
were very instrumental in
shaping the growth of our
community, and now that
responsibility has indeed
passed on to those movers
and shakers of the present.
But without the support of
their neighbors and friends,
we will continue to have
those empty store fronts
along Main Street which
all of us dread to see.

One of my favorite busi-
nesses of the past was
Sutter’s Bakery and now
I’m delighted to find that a
very nice lady (not to men-

tion, a very good cook)
named Brenda has
reopened a café and bakery
in the old Sutter’s Bakery
building. I admit I haven’t
tried everything on the
menu yet, but what I have
eaten has been very, very
good. And her homemade
bread and cinnamon rolls
are a real treat.

So, if you’re like me,
wishing those empty build-
ings would see some life
brought back into them, I
urge you to support our
present “movers and shak-
ers” trying to revitalize our
community.

Go say hello to Brenda,
have a great cup of coffee
and welcome her to our
community.

Sandra Papovich
Snover

Support community’s
movers, shakers today

Please turn to page 6.
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Circuit court news

Trio appear on felony charges last week

BLUE CROSS BLUE Shield of Michigan recently designated Hills and Dales

General Hospital’s Primary Care Clinic in Cass City as a patient-centered

medical home practice for 2014.  The clinic is staffed by Dr. Surrendra

Raythatha (Dr. Ray), pictured above, center, with his staff (from left) Brook

Sheufelt, CMA; Rose Matthew, office assistant; Michele Singer, MA; and

Kristine McGowan, RMA.

Local primary care clinic designated a
patient-centered medical home practice

Blue Cross Blue Shield of
Michigan has designated Hills and
Dales General Hospital’s Primary
Care Clinic (Dr. Raythatha), Cass
City, as a patient-centered medical
home practice (PCMH) for 2014.
The designation period runs from
July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015.

The designation means the local
clinic is among a select group of pri-
mary care physicians in Michigan
who are improving health care qual-
ity by adopting the PCMH model of
care.  A recent analysis of claims
data shows that PCMH-designated
doctors are succeeding in more
effectively managing patients’ care
to keep them healthy and prevent
complications.

“The patient-centered medical
home is health care centered on the
patient,” said Jean Anthony, Hills
and Dales president and CEO.  “We
take a holistic and comprehensive
approach to patient care, helping our
patients meet their health goals and
keeping track of all their specialist
visits, test results and prescriptions.” 

The Blues have designated roughly
1,420 primary care practices — with
more than 4,020 primary care doc-
tors — as PCMH practices. The pro-
gram is the largest of its kind in the
country and has the potential to
affect close to 2 million Michigan
residents.

“With the PCMH model, primary
care physicians lead care teams that

work with patients to keep them
healthy and monitor their care on an
ongoing basis,” said David Share,
MD, MPH, senior vice president,
Value Partnerships, Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Michigan.  

PCMH teams coordinate patients’
health care, track patients’ conditions
and ensure that they receive the care
they need. They offer extended
access to the care team, coordinate
complementary care (such as nutri-
tion counseling) and help patients
learn to better manage conditions
like asthma and diabetes.  

Cass City Primary Care is one of
Hills and Dales General Hospital’s
10 physician clinics.  For more infor-
mation, call (989) 872-2121. 

Welfare check ends in drug sale charges
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

Huron County Sheriff’s deputies
sent to check on the wellbeing of a
Kilmanagh Road resident in
Sebewaing Township recently ended
up arresting a man wanted on four
arrest warrants out of Huron, Lapeer
and Bay counties.

“The investigation led to the arrest
of a 47-year-old Sebewaing man,”

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson reported.  “Shortly after the
arrest, a search warrant was author-
ized by the Huron County
Prosecutor’s Office and the 73B
District Court for the search of ille-
gal drugs at that residence.

“Seized during the search were 16
marijuana plants in different stages
of maturity, along with processed
marijuana and scales,” he said.
“Warrant requests will be submitted

at a later date for felony marijuana
delivery charges.

“Our office encourages illegal drug
tips by calling our office during reg-
ular business hours at (989) 269-
6500 or Huron Central Dispatch’s
non-emergency number anytime at
(989) 269-6421,” Hanson added.
“Confidential callers can use our
TIPS Line of (989) 269-2861.  We’re
also available on Facebook through
our Huron County Sheriff’s Office
Drug Task Force Facebook page.”

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Andrew T. Hartman, 21, Akron,
was sentenced to 365 days in the
county jail, with work release and
worksite privileges, following his
plea of no contest to a charge of
arson, second degree, June 27, 2013,
in Fairgrove Township.

He was also placed on 24 months
probation and ordered to pay court
costs and fines totaling $1,198.  A
hearing is to be scheduled to deter-
mine restitution in the case.

*Carl J. Tucker, 53, Caro, pleaded
no contest to one count of assaulting,
resisting or obstructing a police offi-
cer June 4 in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000.  Sentencing is

to be scheduled.
*Jason A. Bond, 35, Millington,

pleaded no contest to three counts of
operating a motor vehicle while
under the influence of liquor – caus-
ing incapacitating injuries May 24 in
Vassar Township.

The plea was taken under advise-
ment by the court, which ordered a
pre-sentence investigation and con-
tinued bond at $35,000.  Sentencing
is to be scheduled.

Vernuccio TEA
Party meeting
guest speaker

F. Vincent Vernuccio, director of
labor policy at the Mackinac Center
for Public Policy in Midland, will be
the speaker at the next area TEA
Party meeting, scheduled for
Thursday, Aug. 28, at 6:30 p.m. at
the Evangelical Free Church, 6430
Chestnut Blvd., Cass City.

Under President George W. Bush,
Vernuccio served as special assistant
to the assistant secretary for adminis-
tration and management in the
Department of Labor.

He has published articles and opin-
ions-editorials in such newspapers
and magazines as The Wall Street
Journal, New York Times, Investor’s
Business Daily, The Washington
Times, National Review, Forbes and
The American Spectator.  He has
been cited in several books and is a
frequent contributor on national tele-
vision and radio shows, such as
“Your World” with Neil Cavuto and
Varney and Company.

Vernuccio has advised senators and
congressmen on a multitude of
labor-related issues.  He testified
before the U.S. House of
Representatives Subcommittee on
Federal Workforce, Postal Service
and Labor Policy.

Cass City Chronicle
E-mail Subscriptions

ONLY $20/year ~ Call 872-2010
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belted a 2-run homer in the first
inning. Dean Roller was on the
mound for the winners and he bested
Ed Stoutenburg. Mike Wilson led R &
H’s offensive attack with 3 hits.

35 YEARS AGO (1979)
The Cultural Center in Cass City has

been listed in the State Register of
Historic Sites by the Michigan
Historical Commission. Notification
came in a letter dated Aug. 8 to
Elkland Township Supervisor Jack
Gallagher from Martha M. Bigelow,
secretary for the Historical
Commission. Getting the historical
designation for the almost 100-year-
old structure was the idea of the Cass
City Area Historical Society. The
needed historical research and filling
out the application were done by
Maynard McConkey. The application
was made in April.

Karen Perry did something that few
qualified auto mechanics would even
think about doing. She combined two
halves of a 1979 Buick Regal during
her “spare time” this summer with the
help of her father, Jim Perry. The 5-
foot-4-inch, 120-pound, 20-year-old
has been doing auto body work since
she was 14. In fact, it’s been a part of
the Perry family for the past 25 years,
according to Jim Perry, who owned
Superior Collision in Cass City from
1970-77. Karen isn’t the only one in
the Perry family who enjoys working
on cars. Besides her father, who
works in a bump shop in Flint,
Karen’s mother (Geri) and two
younger brothers (Randy, 18 and
Gary, 13) have delved in body and
engine work on cars for many years.
“The best feeling I get is when I look
at my car and know that I did the work
on it,” Karen said. “That’s the feeling
of accomplishment.”

40 YEARS AGO (1974)
Tuscola County Circuit Court Judge

James P. Churchill has been nominat-
ed to fill the vacancy on the U.S.
District Court’s Detroit bench left by
the death of Judge Stephen Roth.
Churchill’s nomination was
announced Saturday by Sen. Robert
Griffin who made the recommenda-
tion to President Gerald Ford. The 50-
year-old Churchill, a Vassar
Democrat, has served as Circuit Court
Judge in the Lapeer and Tuscola
Circuit since 1965. Churchill’s nomi-
nation must be approved by the sen-
ate. Investigation and approval are
expected to take anywhere from two
to four months, the judge told the
Chronicle. The judgeship pays
$40,000-plus annually and is a life-
time appointment.

Louis Papp, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Daniel Papp, will be featured in the
Eighth Annual Edition of Who’s Who
Among American High School
Students. He is active in football, var-
sity club and the senior trip club. He
won a letter in football, won first
place in an English writing contest
and won honorable mention in the
Centuri Model Rocketry Contest.
Following graduation next year, he
plans to attend the University of
Detroit and then train at NASA head-
quarters in Houston, Tex.

Evergreen’s 80-plus Guys and Gals
4-H Club began taking exhibits into
Sanilac County’s 43rd annual 4-H fair
Monday, August 12. By the end of the
showing and judging Saturday night,
they had taken all Market Grand
Champions. This included the Grand
Champion hog, shown by Randy
Severance, Grand Champion lamb,
shown by Tim Severance, and Grand
Champion steer, shown by Diane
Leslie. The club also took 24 county
honors in other projects.

Fae and Kenneth Hampshire of
Deford have been awarded
Admissions with Distinction to Bethel
College, Mishawaka, Ind. They will
receive faculty scholarships for the
coming year. Their parents are Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Hampshire. Faculty
scholarship awards are presented to
entering freshman students who grad-
uate in the top 15 percent of their high
school class.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)
Two hourly employees of General

Insulated Wire Works in Cass City
have been promoted to management
positions in conjunction with the
company’s policy of development of
local personnel. Shifted to manage-
ment posts from hourly positions
were Patrick Meagher, 25, Cass City,
and Gary Avery, 24, Caro. Meagher
has been promoted from utility opera-
tor, Cord Set plant, to Shift
Department manager, Cord Set plant.
A General Cable Corporation employ-
ee since May, 1962, he and his wife
and son live in Cass City. Avery, with
the firm since April, 1962, has been
promoted to department manager,
Spooling, Wire Plant. He was previ-
ously a utility operator in the
Spooling division.

Cass City area farmers took several
top places in the annual Huron County
Black and White Show at the Huron
County Fair recently. Glenafton Rag
Apple Climax, a Holstein bull owned
by Clare Carpenter and Sons of Cass
City and Ralph Nugent and Sons of
Bad Axe, was named the Grand
Champion Bull. Other winners

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

included: Henry Hewitt, Elkton,
grand champion female and reserve
champion bull. Dolan Sweeney, Ubly,
showed the reserve champion cow.
Winners in the exhibitors herd of one
bull and four cows were: Sweeney,
first, Hewitt, second, and Nugent,
third.

Gagetown-Grant-Fraser won the
church league play-offs with easy vic-
tories over Shabbona, 18-1, and the
Cass City Catholics, 18-2. An all-star
game was played Monday night with
Gagetown-Grant-Fraser pitted against
the top players from the other six
teams. The champions edged the all-
stars 9-8. Making up the all-star team
were: Church of Christ, Dave Binder
and Lee Hartel; Cass City Catholics,
Larry Maharg and Jim Turner;
Shabbona Methodists, Arthur
Severance, Russell Smith and Dale
McIntosh; Deford-Kingston
Methodists, Gary Kelley and Milt
Sherrard; Mizpah-Riverside-Evan.,
Jerry Whittaker and Cass City
Methodist-Presbyterian, Dave
Wilson. Gary Kelley was starting
pitcher for the all-stars. He left the
game in the middle of the fourth with
a three-run lead. Dale McIntosh then
took over the mound and was charged
with the loss. Lloyd Nicholas was the
winning pitcher. Don Englehart,
Church of Christ, managed the all-star
team.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)
The last crock was laid Monday, and

the last brick was placed and the last
manhole was covered on Tuesday of
the $75,000 sewage system which has
been under construction in Cass City
since November 9, 1936.
“Sandpapering the job,” an expression
of C.U. Brown, street commissioner,
will occupy the force today, meaning
that the raking of gravel and other
tidying jobs will occupy their atten-
tion. It is expected that the last work
on the project will be completed this
afternoon. Nearly eight miles of sewer
lines, an Imhoff disposal plant at the
river, a mile south of the village, and a
filter unit near the factory of the
Nestles’ Milk Products, Inc., comprise
the system under construction for
nearly three years.

Miss Ella Mae Rike, a junior high
teacher here, has tendered her resigna-
tion and has accepted a similar posi-
tion in the public schools in Toledo.
Miss Elizabeth Coons of Ironwood
has been engaged to fill the position
here. She graduated from the
University of Michigan this spring.

Eight school busses will be used in
transporting non-resident grade and
high school pupils to the Cass City
Public Schools the coming school
year. Evard Rawson, Leslie Karr, Ray
Kilbourn, William Martus, Roy
Wright, Mr. Willerton, John Garety
and Harold Murphy are the drivers of
the busses.

Mr. and Mrs. Orson Hendrick of
Ellington Township, who quietly cele-
brated their 65th wedding anniver-
sary, August 24, advise young married
couples to “work together, plan
together and save,” if they wish to live
a long and happy married life. They
state that this is their secret and by fol-
lowing it, each year of their married
life grows more pleasant.

Richard Karr, Elkland Township
farmer, will realize $75.00 an acre
from the sale of Grimm alfalfa seed
this season. From a field of eight
acres, 49 bushels of seed were har-
vested. After the seed was cleaned,
over 40 bushels were saleable at $15 a
bushel. Mr. Karr’s farm is located
three miles west and two and a quar-
ter miles north of Cass City.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
A.A. Hitchcock has sold the three-

story business block next to the town
hall, which he recently purchased
from his sister, Dr. Carrie Edwards, to
Wm. Karr of Pigeon for $2,000. Mr.
Karr is engaged in making extensive
alterations and repairs in the second
story which is being prepared for liv-
ing rooms for his family.

Elmwood farmers have chosen
Tuesday and Wednesday, Sept. 1 and
2, as the dates for a road bee to
improve the fifth mile of highway
west of Cass City. Farmers in that
vicinity will furnish teams and drivers
and local citizens are invited to show
their ability as shovelers.

Dana Losey, for several years gro-
cer and china merchant at Cass City
on Monday closed a deal whereby he
sold his stock to Harry Guppy, who
took possession that morning. Mr.
Losey intends locating in Detroit, but
will not move from Cass City until
October. He expects to “make the
fairs” with his popcorn machine dur-
ing the next month and will be home
at the end and beginning of each week
to look after collections. Mr. Guppy
recently sold his sheep ranch at Saco,
Montana, and has been spending sev-
eral weeks with relatives in and near
Cass City. He has had several oppor-
tunities of investing in other enterpris-
es, but finally decided to purchase a
business here. He says the superior
advantages which the local schools
offer in educating his children
appealed strongly to him. Mr. Guppy
was formerly engaged in the mercan-
tile business in Elkton. 

5 YEARS AGO (2009)
The estimated 50 youngsters and

teens who attended the United
Sportsmen’s Alliance (USA) annual
Youth Day Saturday at the Cass City
Gun Club marked the event’s lowest
attendance since the event was estab-
lished 8 years ago. But after making
the decision to cancel last year’s
Youth Day due to an early doe season
in the Thumb, USA officials weren’t
disappointed. “It was relaxing for us,
and the kids could go through (the sta-
tions) twice,” commented Tom
Lounsbury, a founding member and
president of USA, which along with
the local gun club has hosted as many
as 150 young people during previous
Youth Days. The activity gives kids
the chance to shoot rifles and shot-
guns, learn about archery hunting and
fishing, all under adult supervision
and with a strong emphasis on safety.

A near disastrous 2009 crop will
make the decision to plant white
wheat this fall a difficult one for
growers like Carl Bednarski of Caro.
“I never saw a loss this bad,” says
Bednarski, who farms in the Thumb,
Michigan’s largest white wheat grow-
ing region. The problem is the region
was hit with heavy rain just as harvest
was being considered, and the crop
sprouted pre-harvest.

When Cass City takes the gridiron
field Friday in Sandusky to kick off its
campaign during non-conference
action, Coach Scott Cuthrell, entering
his 10th year as head coach, should
learn plenty about his troops. And
there’s much unknown about the Red
Hawks entering the 2009 season as
last year’s graduation toll will result
in several underclassmen and inexpe-
rienced players filling the voids left
by 15 seniors. Expected to see time in
the trenches for the Red Hawks this
season are seniors Mike Milligan and
Tyler Nicholas, junior Mitch O’Dell
and sophomores Morgan Erla and
Alex Zaleski. The Red Hawk defense,
which at times could feature 5 sopho-
mores, will depend on one of them,
Nick Adkins, to help plug the middle
of the field.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)
A work-related shoulder injury has

sidelined Clyde Rhodes when it
comes to one of his favorite pastimes,
archery hunting with a traditional bow
at his side. But that hasn’t dampened
his enthusiasm for the sport, or his
love for making his own bows. In fact,
the Owendale man has been busy with
a project he hopes will instill in others
the same interest in his hobby. Rhodes
has completed a book on the subject,
entitled “Hidden Beauty, The
Unbacked Hickory Flatbow.”

Can anyone raise three teenage girls
and run a business? Dave Scasny can.
The 47-year-old Colwood resident
decided to expand his field of work to
include operating a business in Cass
City. Scasny and his three daughters
run Alley Cats Clothing at 6422 Main
St., a teenage/young adult clothing
store which opened the Friday of
Summer Mania, August 6. Scasny has
become somewhat of an expert on
fashion, thanks to input from his
daughters Valerie, 16, Victoria, 13 and
12-year-old Vanessa.

The Cass City Red Hawks opened
the 2004 season with a third place fin-
ish in the 6-team USA Invitational.
With a roster of 28 players, the Hawks
have an abundance of talent, says
coach Chuck Reed. Everyone has soc-
cer experience, but the juniors and
seniors are going to be the core of the
program. Underclassmen will be get-
ting experience as it becomes avail-
able. Senior captains Caleb Hanby
and Sean McFarland are looking to
have big years with the help of 6 jun-
iors who have played together since
their freshman year.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
Walbro Senior Project Manager Bill

Eberline presented Walbro President
L.E. Althaver with a memento com-
memorating the Small Engine
Division’s one hundred millionth car-
buretor during an annual company
picnic. The first carburetor was built
in 1953.

Miss Susan Papp, daughter of Lois
and Steve Papp, Cass City, has been
selected as an entrant in the 1989 Miss
Michigan Teen All American Pageant.
It will be staged in the Grand
Ballroom of the Troy Hilton Sept. 2-3.
Miss Papp will be competing with
young women from all over the State
for the title of Miss Michigan Teen.
She attends Cass City High School
and participates in basketball, volley-
ball, softball and is a member of the
varsity club.

Coach Jim Fox will be starting his
fourth year at the helm of the Cass
City High School golf team. Team
members are Jeff Hockey, Troy
Osentoski, David House, Garen
Barker, Rusty Hrycko, Ken Micklash,
Mike Francis, Chris Herringshaw and
Bart Hall.

Stevenson Financial topped R & H
Body Shop, the regular season
champs of the San-Cass league,
Wednesday to win the league’s play-
off championship. Stevenson staged a
dramatic 5-run last inning rally to
grasp the 8-5 victory. Greg Foy gave
the winners their first lead when he

Williams’ death is a

frightening reminder

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

“The loneliest people are the kindest.

The saddest people smile the brightest.

All because they do not wish to see

Anyone suffer the way they do.”

—Unknown

While many folks are still reeling from the news of Robin Williams’ death
and probably will be for some time to come, I can’t help wondering what could
have been done, if anything, to prevent this tragedy.

How could a man who touched countless lives with his unique humor, his
presence and deep emotion and, most of all, his humanity, find himself in a
place so lonely and hopeless that death appeared to be the only solution left?

Just about anyone who has battled an addiction and depression – it was com-
mon knowledge Williams struggled with both – can identify with a personal
place so awful that the thought of death holds no sting.  I’m guessing it’s those
same people who were among the hardest hit by the popular 63-year-old come-
dian/actor’s reported suicide.

Why?  Simple: if depression could take a man that talented, presumably
wealthy and surrounded by family, friends and fans across the globe that would
do anything to support him, what chance does an average factory worker or
housewife have of resisting the urge to end their pain the same way?

I imagine it’s the same uneasy, frightening feeling a newly-recovering addict
gets in the pit of his or her stomach when hearing about someone – famous or
not – falling off the wagon after five, 10 or 20 years of sobriety.

It’s difficult to really understand that if you haven’t been there.  Which is
probably why a number of people may be wondering why Williams’ family
and friends didn’t do “something” to help him “get better”.
My guess is they may not have realized just how much anguish filled his life,

drowning out the joys of love, parenthood, friendship, fame, etc.  Shortly after
Williams’ death, his wife reported that he had been struggling with a diagno-
sis of Parkinson’s Disease on top of everything else.

But who better than Robin Williams to turn deep inner pain into a joke, con-
vincing his audience (at home as well as in the public eye) that things really
weren’t that bad?

The scary thing about depression is that it seemingly comes out of nowhere
and often isn’t accompanied by the standard cause and effect formula — My
best friend is moving away, therefore I’m feeling sad, for example.  The reali-
ty is more like, I feel awful and hopeless, and I have absolutely no idea why.
There’s little, if any, consolation to be found in a life lost, especially a life that

gave so much to so many, but perhaps Robin Williams’ legacy will include a
strong reminder to us all that depression is a very real, serious, chronic illness
that demands immediate attention.

I suspect the only pain worse than depression is the grief of losing someone
– anyone – to this elusive, complex, indiscriminate killer.

Rest in peace, Robin.

For Marilyn Biefer, art has always been very important. The Cass City
native of 44 years is one of the artists featured at Artistic Endeavors Art

Gallery, which displays the art-
work of local artists.
“Art is something that I just can-

not get enough of,” Biefer said.  
Biefer became interested in art at

a very young age and spent time
working with other artists, and
taking classes to refine her skills.

“I make silk scarves, I do water-
color, I paint both abstract and
realistic, and I do pottery,” she
noted. “I would have to say that
watercolor is my favorite.”
Biefer said she loves being a part

of the gallery in Cass City, and
having it be a part of the commu-
nity.
“It has been my lifelong dream to

have a gallery,” she said. “This is a
beautiful place to have it. This is such a great small town.”

She hopes, in some small way through her work at the gallery, to dis-
pel some misconceptions about art.

“If there’s one thing I hope to communicate is that art does not have to
be an intimidating thing,” she said. “I hope people realize that art can be
for anybody.”

Cass City great community
for artists to share talent

by Andie Peck

Staff Writer

Marilyn Biefer

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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cult sport to play and only certain people seem to play it.”
Stoup approached the village council to seek suggestions about what to do

with the land, and received some suggestions he will take into consideration.
“We need to consider what the best use of the land is,” he said. “We are also

evaluating the appropriate use of the Knights of Columbus Hall.”
However, for the time being, things will stay the same on the property.
“For the time being, there will still be a golf course,” Stoup said. “We have

purchased six new carts, and we are taking care of the greens. We will also
continue to rent to the Knights of Columbus and we have already started
landscaping.”

Whatever the property becomes, Stoup said, it will be held to the same
quality and standards as Flowers Galore and More.

“Whatever the property becomes, it needs to be a destination. We need to
draw from beyond the village limits,” he said. “We can’t depend on just the
people from Cass City. That will be the challenge no matter what you put
there.”

Continued from page one.

New owner weighing options
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reason President Obama supports
them the least.  He wanted Turkey
and Egypt to be a mediator for a
cease fire between Israel and
Palestine, which would be like hav-
ing a fox guarding the hen house,
because both countries are
Hezbollah and hate Israel.  At least
Israel was smart enough to tell
President Obama to go jump in a
lake on this one.

Continued from page 3.

President Obama destroying the United States
When President Obama pulled out

of Iraq, if he would have left all the
war equipment that they left behind
with the Kurds (which are allies of
ours), instead of the weasel,
Mallowee, we wouldn’t have to be
giving aid to them today.
All these bleeding heart liberals are

totally against having a legal docu-
ment to vote.  Well now, President
Obama figured it out.  Give a dri-
ver’s license to every illegal in

America and they will have a legal
document to go out and vote.

In California alone there are 1.5
million illegals that are going to get
driver’s licenses, and there are mil-
lions more in 12 other states.  Guess
who they are going to vote for?  The
bleeding heart democrats.

When I see President Obama take
two fish and a loaf of bread and feed
all the illegals, then I will believe in
him.  And the mess we have around
the world and in the United States is
his doing because he is a wimp and
not a man that doesn’t know how to
take charge as a leader.  He is either
incompetent or he wants to destroy
this country.

If the real true Americans don’t
wake up and see the light, the illegal
immigrants are going to determine
our destination.  And, it’s sure not
going to look like the America we
know and it should be.

Robert Peruski
Ubly

State’s participation
in vehicle database
targeting auto theft

Secretary of State Ruth Johnson
recently announced that Michigan
now participates fully in a national
motor vehicle title database created
to prevent car thefts and protect con-
sumers from title fraud.

Michigan recently joined Illinois
and Texas as the latest states partici-
pating in the National Motor Vehicle
Title Information System, which is
administered by the U.S. Department
of Justice.
The database now includes all Great

Lakes states and 96 percent of all
vehicles nationwide. The six remain-
ing nonparticipating states plus the
District of Columbia are expected to
join eventually.

“Too often in the past, Michigan
residents bought used vehicles they
thought were free of major damage
only to discover later the vehicle had
been wrecked out of state,” Johnson
said.  “Michigan’s participation in
the national database protects car-
buyers by giving them peace of mind
that the used vehicle they’re buying
hasn’t experienced significant dam-
ages.”

Michigan now submits new vehicle
title information to the national data-
base and has contributed its entire
title history database. The system

protects consumers by ensuring that
out-of-state vehicles that are badly
damaged in a crash or from flooding,
even if they are rebuilt, still receive a
specially branded Michigan title
when they are brought here.

For example, a late-model vehicle
from Illinois that was extensively
rebuilt after a bad crash would not be
able to receive a green-colored stan-
dard Michigan title and then be sold
to an unsuspecting consumer who
believed the vehicle was worth much
more than it really is. The Secretary
of State’s Office would see the vehi-
cle’s Illinois title history and know to
only issue that vehicle an orange-
colored rebuilt-salvage title.

In addition to participating states,
insurance carriers, and junk and sal-
vage yards are required to report title
information to the system, which
contains more than 72 million sal-
vage records.

Law enforcement agencies rely on
the database to improve their ability
to identify vehicle theft rings and
help combat other criminal enterpris-
es involving vehicles.

Michigan residents can review a
vehicle’s title history through the
national database at www.vehicle-
history.gov for a small fee.
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Pastor’s corner

Attention clergymen!

The Chronicle welcomes your submissions to be published along with our weekly church directory. Please

submit your letter and a photo of yourself to chronicle@ccchronicle.net or Cass City Chronicle P.O. Box

115, Cass City, MI 48726 or stop by at the corner of Oak and Main at 6550 Main St., Cass City.
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An Affiliate of Covenant HealthCare

4675 Hill Street
Cass City
989.872.2121
www.hdghmi.org

Thumb Pediatrics 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 105, Cass City

Nancy Wade, M.D.
989.872.8503

Ubly Medical Clinic 
2254 Main Street, Ubly

Candelaria Castaneda, M.D.
989.658.9191

Angela Weber FNP-BC

Hills & Dales 
General Hospital proudly 
 welcomes to their 
 m  edical staff...

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY • NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!
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RAWSON MEMORIAL District Library officials recently transformed a

VHS, DVD and audio book storage area into two small private study rooms

utilized for tutoring sessions as well as being available for patron use.

District.
A year later land was purchased at

the corner of Pine and Seeger streets
for $12,000, and in 1969 the Rawson
Foundation donated $50,000 for a
new library building.

Little retired about five months
after the new Rawson Memorial
Library opened its doors Oct. 5,
1970.

Enter Hutchinson, whose tenure
with the library continues today as a
part-time staff member, a role she
took on in 2002 after spending 31
years as library director and four
years as a part-time staffer before
that.

During Hutchinson’s tenure, the
library’s collection grew, and pro-
gramming and community outreach
projects were expanded.

In 1977, officials built a $33,000,
1,500-square-foot addition paid for
through donations.  A year later, with
the addition of Com Cat (Computer
Output-Microfilm Catalog), patrons
were able to access more than
200,000 items.
The first library millage was passed

by voters in 1982, providing a more
stable source of income.  The first
computer was added in 1989.  At that
time, the library was open 60 hours
per week and was staffed by four
full-time and two part-time employ-
ees.

Due to the size of the library’s col-
lection, officials implemented an

automated circulation system in
1991, retiring the old card catalogue.
Another addition – this one totaling
3,100 square feet – was added in
1987 along with a complete remodel
of the existing building at a cost of
more than $600,000, funding that
was secured through donations.
According to Kate Van Auken, who

took over the director’s reins after
Hutchinson retired, the new study
rooms are the result of varying cir-
cumstances.

“A few things converged, the first
being that this area housed our VHS,
DVD and audio book collections,”
Van Auken recalled.  “VHS tapes
have not been circulating for quite a
while and they take up a lot of room.  

“About this time Connie
Iwankovitsch was really ramping up
the offerings of the literacy council,”
Van Auken added.  “She was doing
most if not all of her tutoring here
rather than at her home like Jane
Hittler used to do.  And we do have
the large Pinney Room which can be
split into two (areas), but there was-
n’t always room if Connie needed a
space to tutor.  So, as I looked at the
VHS, DVD and audio book space, it
seemed to make sense, since it is
recessed, that two small study rooms
might work there.”

Van Auken took her suggestion to
the local library board.
“They were so on-board with it that

we toured around the library to see if
it might be feasible,” she said.
“Then the very next day, Lyle
Clarke, board chairman, came to me

with a rendering of the area.  The
next day, (board member) Bob Hirn,
not knowing that Lyle had done a
drawing, came to me with his draw-
ing!  This is how excited we
were…they wanted to help design
the space.”

Library officials advertised the
project in search of bids, and the
work was awarded to Danny Ulfig of
Danco Construction.

“He did an absolutely wonderful
job for us.  It looks like the rooms
have always been there,” Van Auken
said. And easy to work with?  The
best. 

“All together it cost just over
$5,000,” added Van Auken, who
noted the project was paid for by the
library.  “We sold our VHS collec-
tion and that money paid for the
study room furniture and two wing
back chairs we have elsewhere in the
library.”

To use one of the rooms, a patron
simply goes to the front desk to see if
one is available.  A staff member
then checks it out for them for up to
two hours, longer if the space is
available.

“The literacy council has been the
biggest user of the space, but we
have had others come to do proc-
tored testing, take online classes, do
depositions and just plain use the
space to study,” Van Auken said.  “It
has been a great use of the space and
I am so glad the library board also
recognized the need in our commu-
nity for this transformed area.” 

Continued from page one.

New study rooms honor past librarians in village

anced life,” Jensen said of the Campus Life mission, which focuses on
encouraging young people to find and maintain balance not only mentally,
but also physically, spiritually and socially.
“We’re youth pastors to kids who maybe don’t go to church or maybe don’t

have a youth pastor,” explained Jensen, who noted YFC staffers support
youth through their roles as substitute teachers, coaches, youth board mem-
bers and mentors, interacting with kids in the school setting by attending
dozens of athletic events, concert recitals and other extracurricular events.
“We don’t expect them to come to us.  We’re going to go and be where they
are and ‘do life’ with them.”

The Cass City-Kingston YFC region receives the largest share of proceeds
from the Cass City auction, according to Jensen.

“For the Cass City-Kingston region, it will make up almost half of their
budget,” she explained, noting the remaining money adds up to one-quarter
to one-third of the other county Campus Life program budgets.  “So, it’s
pretty huge for us,” she said.  “It also lets us start the school year without
having to fund raise.”

Which means Campus Life staffers can get right down to business, doing
what they do best; developing friendships and trust with young people.
“Our goal is to walk alongside them and show them we’re supporting them

and care about them as people,” said Jensen, who explained Campus Life
staff members strive to share the Gospel message once they have established
a relationship with the kids.  

“Our goal is to add value to the schools, add value to the communities and
share love,” she said.

Continued from page one.

Auction sale grosses $27,000

THE BLUEWATER Thumb YFC auction drew a

nice crowd and plenty of volunteers whose efforts

and generosity generated an estimated $27,000 in

gross sales during Saturday’s auction in Cass City.

THERE WAS something for everyone at the auc-

tion, including furniture, electronics, tools, enter-

tainment packages and even a pair of jet skis.

Sheriff offers
safety tips for
area bicyclists

This summer has been an active
summer for bicycle enthusiasts in the
Thumb, according to Huron County
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson.

“Fortunately most bicyclists do fol-
low the rules of the road, ride safely
and are courteous to motorist.
However, unfortunately many disre-
gard the rules of the road, along with
the rights of motorist and quite often
put themselves in harm’s way,”
Hanson said.

“Our office and the Michigan
Sheriffs’ Association would like to
offer the following safety tips:

*Protect your head — Wear a hel-
met.

*Stay visible — If drivers can see
you, they are less likely to hit you.
Use lights when biking at night or in
low-light conditions. 

*Go with the flow — Bike in the
direction of traffic.

*Always ride as practically close to
the right hand curb or edge of the
road unless turning or over taking. 
*Look, signal and look again —Use

hand signals to let drivers know
where you’re going.  Look and make
eye contact.  Don’t assume drivers
will stop.

*Stay alert — Keep a lookout for
obstacles in your path.

*Act like a car — Divers are used
to the patterns of other drivers.
Don’t weave in and out of traffic.
The more predictably you ride, the
safer you are.  Be aware of traffic
around you.

*Don’t get distracted — Don’t lis-
ten to music or talk on the phone
while riding.

*Obey all traffic laws and lights.
*Assure bicycle readiness — Is

your bicycle properly adjusted?  Is
your saddle in a comfortable posi-
tion.
Do a quick bicycle test — Check
your brakes and wheels.  Make sure
that “quick release” wheels are prop-
erly secured.
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(989) 912-2440

Lundy Financial Services, an independent company with securi-
ties offered through Summit Brokerage Services, Inc. Member
FINRA/SIPC. Advisory services offered through Summit Financial
Group, Inc., a Registered Investment Advisor.

Nicholas Bliss,
Financial Advisor

840 S. Van Dyke Rd., Bad Axe, MI 48413
989-269-7427 or 888-989-6828
nbliss@summitbrokerage.com
www.lundyfinancialserves.com
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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