
by Tom Montgomery
Editor

David Boots knew he had his work
cut out for him after he agreed to
portray a former Cass City resident
and Civil War veteran in the upcom-
ing second annual Elkland Township

C e m e t e r y
Walk.

Boots, a Cass
City native
who grew up
in the
Kingston area
and now
resides in
Deford with
his wife,
Amanda, and
the couple’s
two young
c h i l d r e n ,
learned there
wasn’t nearly
as much back-
ground infor-
mation avail-
able on Union
soldier Milo
Warner as
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ELKLAND TOWNSHIP fire fighters, assisted by the Kingston Fire

Department, responded to a call at 3616 N. Van Dyke Rd., Decker, Friday

afternoon to extinguish a farm tractor fire. The owner of the tractor is James

Nichols. There were no injuries and what started the fire remains unknown. 

Firemen tackle fire hall facelift

Wanted: foster grandparents to
mentor Thumb school students  

MARISSA PASCHKE was one of several young-

sters to have their faces painted during the annual

Summer Mania festival, held at Rotary Park. Face

painting was provided by Gail Tuckey and spon-

sored by Thumb National Bank.

Blast from the past

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Human Development Commission (HDC) officials are
looking for a few good grandparents — foster grandpar-
ents, that is — who would be willing to share a portion
of their day with some youngsters in an area school dis-
trict.
“Anyone who is over the age of 55 and living on a fixed

income can join the Foster Grandparent program and
begin making a tremendous difference in the lives of
young children,” said Wendy M. Jacot, human
resources/marketing manager for the Caro-based HDC.

“Foster grandparents help kids with basic reading and
math review, counting and colors, social skills, manners,
tying their shoes, and much more,” Jacot explained.
“Both men and women are needed; the most important
qualification is that you just care about helping kids who
struggle to succeed.”

Last year, there were four dozen or so foster grandpar-
ents involved in the program, which was established
back in 1978.  The group served schools across Tuscola,
Huron and Sanilac counties.
Giving just a little time four mornings each week, a fos-

ter grandparent becomes an important part of a child’s
day, according to Jacot.

“In return, the foster grandparent volunteer receives
$2.65 per hour, which is not taxed and does not count as
income; a nutritious meal with the kids; travel assistance
or reimbursement; training before you start and monthly
thereafter; liability and supplemental insurance, and
much more,” she said.  “Even better, foster grandparents
are on the receiving end of hugs and love from all of the
kids around them.”

One of the greatest rewards, however, is the feeling of
making a difference, according to Cheryl Stephens, who
has served as a foster grandparent in the Kingston

Please turn to page 7.

Sign, sign, everywhere a sign...David Boots

Milo Warner

A NEW LED sign in front of the

Elkland Township Fire Department is

just part of an on-going renovation

effort launched by local fire fighters. A

concrete walkway, new brick and new

grass will also be added, with firemen

paying for the improvements them-

selves.

Cass City man
seriously injured 
in diving accident

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A weekend outing in Huron County left a Cass City man seriously injured
after he dove into shallow water in the Pinnebog River.

According to Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson, the victim, David A.
Haight, 25, Cass City, was transported to Huron Medical Center for treat-
ment and later flown to an out-of-area hospital with serious injuries follow-
ing the accident late Saturday afternoon.
Information regarding the extent of Haight’s injuries and his condition was

not available at press time.
Deputies were dispatched to the scene at about 5 p.m. after receiving a call

from a group of canoe/kayakers on the Pinnebog River, located in the Port
Crescent State Park Day Use Area in Huron County’s Hume Township.

“Deputy Mealissa O’Brien was one of the first to arrive and (locate) the
scene.  She found them back about 100 yards in the woods at a sand dune on
the river bank, where she saw individuals tending to the victim by keeping
his head above water at the bottom of the dune,” Hanson said.

“Apparently, the victim had dived off the dune into too shallow water and
impacted the (river’s) bottom with his head.  He also could not move,” the
sheriff added, noting members of the Port Austin Fire Department placed
Haight on a back board and removed him from the water to an awaiting
Central Huron Ambulance.

Hanson said state park workers also assisted deputies at the scene.

Crowds flock to Cass
City’s Summer Mania fest

Cemetery walk actor follows Cass City 
soldier’s past to infamous prison camp

there is for the other notable citizens
that will be featured in the walk.

Warner was known to have been
married to Mary E. Haight in
February 1863 in Macomb County,
the couple had four children together
and they were living in Elkland
Township at the time of his death in
December 1870.  But there isn’t a
great deal known about the man. 

Still, as an active member of the
armed services — Boots is a sergeant
first class who joined the U.S. Army
in January 2003 and served three
years of active duty, including a
year-long tour of combat in Iraq —
he feels a sort of kinsmanship with
Warner.

Warner’s relatively brief stay at the
infamous Andersonville Prison in
Georgia during the war piqued
Boots’ curiosity, enough so that
when the opportunity recently pre-
sented itself, he visited the preserved
Confederate military prison.
Andersonville, also known as Camp

Sumter, was built in early 1864 after
Confederate officials decided to
move the large number of federal
prisoners in and around Richmond to

Please turn to page 4.

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Cass City’s annual Summer Mania celebration once again drew large
crowds looking for affordable family fun.

The event, held at Rotary Park, offered area residents the chance for some
weekend entertainment that was, most importantly of all, without cost. 

Please turn to page 4.

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

The outside of the Elkland
Township Fire Hall has a new
look.  Thanks to the generosity of
its resident firefighters, the front
portion of the building is being
remodeled. 

The decision to remodel came
after the membership of the
department decided it could use
some sprucing up, according to
Fire Chief Glenn Guilds. 

He explained that the money for
the project is coming not come
from the community, but rather
from members of the fire depart-
ment. 

“The best part about this project

is that the money is not coming from
the taxpayers,” Guilds said. “It’s
coming from the firefighters our-
selves.”

Fire fighters from the department
donated personal money as well as
used money raised from department
events, such as their annual golf out-
ing, to make the changes to the hall. 

“A lot of guys are donating their
time as well, and helping out,”
Guilds noted. 

The renovations include the con-
struction of a new concrete walkway
and an LED sign, as well as new
grass, the laying of new brick, and
more renovations in the future. The
front will continue to be updated
over the next couple of years.

Guilds explained that whatever

money is on hand at the time will
be put towards the project. 
“It is going to be a thing that goes

on for years,” Guilds said. “We’re
going to go by the money we have
at the time.” 

The new, completed LED sign
standing in front of the building
cost about $7,200, with all current
construction costing about
$12,000 overall. 

Local businesses offered their
services to the current renova-
tions. Nicol and Sons of Cass City
will provide the hydro seeding,
Tuckey Concrete Products provid-
ed the concrete for the new walk-
way and Custom Concrete and
Masonry also lent its services.
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Everyone who joins the non-profit
Arbor Day Foundation with a $10
donation will receive 10 free
Colorado blue spruce trees through
the Foundation’s Trees for America
campaign.

The trees will be shipped postpaid
at the right time for planting in each
member’s area, which falls between
Oct. 15 and Dec. 10. The six- to 12-
inch trees are guaranteed to grow or

Arbor Day Foundation offers free trees
they will be replaced free of charge.
“Colorado blue spruce trees provide

homeowners with numerous bene-
fits,” said Matt Harris chief execu-
tive of the Arbor Day Foundation.
“They can be used as an energy-sav-
ing windbreak, for privacy, as orna-
mental trees and even as living
Christmas trees out in the yard. They
truly provide year-round beauty for
any landscape.”

New members of the Arbor Day

Foundation will also receive The
Tree Book, which includes informa-
tion about tree planting and care, and
a subscription to Arbor Day, the
Foundation’s bimonthly publication.

To receive the free Colorado blue
spruce trees, send a $10 membership
contribution to: Ten Free Blue
Spruces, Arbor Day Foundation, 100
Arbor Ave., Nebraska City, Neb.,
68410, by Aug. 31, or join online at
arborday.org/august.

Free day camp slated for The Fowler Center
A free summer day camp will be

held at The Fowler Center, Mayville,
for kids ages 10 to 15 years from
Monday, Aug. 18, through Thursday,
Aug. 21, from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
each day.

The camp is being funded by the
Michigan Abstinence Program and
will be hosted by the Huron and
Tuscola county health departments.

Transportation is free, with Thumb
Area Transit picking up and drop-
ping off participants at the Huron

County Health Department in Bad
Axe. Pick-up time will be 7:30 a.m.
and drop-off will be at 5:15 p.m.
Lunch and a snack will be provided

to campers daily.

The schedule will include 3 1/2
hours of daily abstinence education
focusing on learning skills to refrain
from risky activities such as drug
and alcohol use, sex, etc.  The
remaining 4 1/2 hours of each day
will be devoted to various activities.

Challenge activities will include a
high ropes course, tree house, climb-
ing wall, horseback riding and water
exploration.  Recreation activities
offered will include archery, nature
hikes, a waterslide, kickball, team
building, tie-dye T-shirts, sensory
objects use, survival skills and out-
door cooking.

Parents can register their children
and obtain additional information by
calling Kristi at (989) 269-3319 or
via email at kpitts@hchd.us.

The Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) is
encouraging residents to combat the
risk of diabetes by maintaining
healthy habits and quitting smoking.
According to a 2014 report released

by the Surgeon General, smoking is
shown to be an actual cause of dia-
betes and a risk factor for poor con-
trol of blood glucose or blood sugar.
The report — “The Health
Consequences of Smoking: 50 Years
of Progress” — released in January,
noted that smokers are 30 to 40 per-
cent more likely to develop type 2
diabetes than people who do not
smoke.
“Smoking negatively impacts blood

flow, making it even more difficult
to control blood glucose levels,” said
Dr. Matthew Davis, chief medical
executive for the MDCH.  “The
more cigarettes smoked, the higher
the risk of diabetes. The good news
is that by quitting smoking today you
can lower your risk of developing
diabetes and other chronic diseases
over time.”

Diabetes is a word used for sever-
al conditions where blood glucose
levels are too high. When a person
eats, most of the food is turned into
energy in the form of glucose.
Insulin, a hormone made by the pan-
creas, keeps glucose levels in normal
ranges by helping glucose move
from the blood into the body’s cells
where it is used for energy.

In type 1 diabetes, the pancreas
makes very little or no insulin. In
type 2 diabetes, insulin that is still
being made is not working as well as
it should to keep blood glucose lev-
els down.

Some people are at risk for dia-
betes, particularly type 2, and don’t
know it. Risk factors for type 2 dia-
betes include: a family history of the
disease, being overweight, physical
inactivity, high blood pressure, age,

and a history of gestational (during
pregnancy) diabetes for women. The
Surgeon General’s report makes it
clear that smoking is a cause for type
2 diabetes as well.

Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune
disease and most commonly devel-
ops in children or young adults.

Diabetes can cause serious damage
to organs and nerves. Heart attacks,
strokes, blindness, amputations, and
infections are well-known complica-
tions. Regardless of the type of dia-
betes, smoking makes it more diffi-

Michigan health officials: healthy

habits will help combat diabetes
cult to control blood glucose levels.
Smoking negatively impacts blood
flow resulting in similar complica-
tions and compounds the risks
caused by diabetes.

Learn how to prevent or manage
diabetes by connecting with a local
Diabetes Self-Management
Education Program or learn more at
www.michigan.gov/diabetes.

For smoking cessation resources,
contact the Michigan Tobacco
Quitline at 1-800-QUIT-NOW or
visit www.michigan.gov/tobacco.

The 39th Annual Thumb Area Old
Engine and Tractor Association
Show will be held in Caro Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, Aug. 8, 9 and
10.

The show is held each year at the
Tuscola County Fairgrounds and
takes visitors back in time to remi-
nisce about days gone by on the
farm. This year the show will feature
Oliver tractors and equipment.
The Oliver Corporation was formed

in 1929 by the merger of The Oliver
Chilled Plow Company, Nichols &
Shepard Company, American Seed
Machine Company, and Hart-Parr
Tractor Company. The Oliver
Corporation made a full line of trac-
tors and equipment and many of the
products that they built, as well as
products built before the merger will
be on display at the show. Included
will be a 1927 Hart-Parr 28-50 trac-
tor and an Oliver Red River Special
Threshing Machine that will be
threshing wheat at the show.

Other attractions at the show will
include an operating steam engine, a
tractor dynamometer, baling with a

stationary baler, a shingle mill and
saw mill.

Children’s activities will include
candy hunts in the straw pile and a
pedal pull.  On Friday and Saturday
afternoons, visitors can relax and
enjoy music provided by Wayne
Lapratt and by The Thumb Prints.
Relay for Life Team Friends will be

holding a bake sale on Friday and
Saturday, with the proceeds going to
The Relay For Life.

The flea market along with food
vendors, The Caro Lions Club and
Deano’s on the Road, will be open
all three days. 

Friday at 5 p.m. there will be an
auction of donated items to help pay
show expenses.

The gate opens at 8 a.m. each day
and admission is a $4 donation for
adults (children 12 and under are
admitted free). More information is
available by calling (989) 673-3430
or visit the web site www.carotrac-
torshow.com.

Thumb old engine, tractor
show on tap this weekend

Several area residents were recent-
ly named to the spring semester hon-
ors list at Central Michigan
University, Mount Pleasant.

To be named to the list, a student
must earn a minimum grade point
average of 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

Among those recognized were:
*Cass City – Senior Amanda

Clifton, senior Richard M. Doerr,
junior Krista A. Guinther, junior
Rebecca L. Hacker, junior Sterling
O. Herrmann, sophomore Korey A.
Hool and senior Amanda M. Kaake.

*Decker – Senior Kristen M.
Hirsch.

*Deford — Senior Austin L.
Babich.

*Owendale – freshman Jeremy D.
Jamieson.

*Snover – Sophomore Kelsey M.
Roggenbuck.

*Ubly – Senior Matthew T. Eilers,
freshman Rakel T. Osentoski and
sophomore Allison P. Sadro.  

*Caro – Senior Stephanie Hall,
senior Laurin Hill, senior Chelsea A.
Kozar, junior Troy Mullin, junior
Elise C. Pelletier, senior Haley L.
Tomlinson and senior Ashley S.
Williams.

CMU announces
honor students

R A W S O N

M E M O R I A L

District Library

hosted a three-

day book sale,

as part of

Summer Mania

festivities, offer-

ing many vari-

eties of used

books for sale. 
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(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Wanted: a few good
foster grandparents

The Human Development Commission (HDC) is

looking to fill a few positions with folks willing to

invest some time each week in a very special job.

Don’t worry if you’re no spring chicken.  In fact,

the age eligibility for this position starts at 55.  If

you have a hankering to get back into the class-

room, that’s a plus, and if you enjoy spending time

around youngsters, you may be a perfect fit for the

job.

And the pay?  Well, let’s just say this job gives you

the chance to reap rewards you just can’t buy. 

HDC officials are seeking residents interested in

becoming “foster grandparents”.  Foster grand-

parents are volunteers who serve in several area

schools, working with children who are struggling

to succeed.

To become a foster grandparent, you must be at

least 55 years of age, meet income guidelines, be

physically able to serve 20 hours per week, and

enjoy working one-on-one with young children.  In

return for their service, volunteers receive a small

hourly stipend, a daily meal, initial and ongoing

training, and assistance with travel expenses.

Most importantly, foster grandparents make a

real difference in the lives of the children they

serve.

No formal training is required — just a desire to

help youngsters enjoy more success in the class-

room.  Foster grandparents help kids with basic

reading and math review, counting and colors,

social skills, manners, tying their shoes and much

more.  Both men and women are welcome, and by

giving just a little of their time each morning or

afternoon, they become an important part of a

child’s day.

HDC has been sponsoring the Foster

Grandparent Program since 1978, when the

agency received its initial funding from the

Michigan Office of Services to the Aging.

There typically are roughly four dozen foster

grandparents serving in host schools across

Huron, Sanilac and Tuscola counties.

Financial support for the program is provided by

the Michigan Office of Services to the Aging, the

Corporation for National and Community Service,

the United Way organizations in Huron, Sanilac

and Tuscola counties, and local schools, business-

es, civic groups and individuals

Want to learn more about becoming a foster

grandparent?  Call the Human Development

Commission at 1-800-843-6394.

I tell my kids not to hate things. You can dislike
Brussels sprouts, but there’s no need to hate them, not
really. 

The word “hate” itself has become a buzzword for
political incorrectness. No one wants to be accused of
being a hater. 
As a parent, I should follow my own advice – lead by

example and be a good role model. Still, there are things
worthy of my strong, strong dislike – and maybe even
the “H” word. There, I said it. There are some things I
hate. (Don’t tell my kids.)

For instance, I hate those website pop-up pages that
make you click on the “Leave page?” button even
though you never even clicked on the page in the first
place. 

I hate the caps on concentrated laundry detergent that
are big enough to hold 10 times the liquid needed for a
load, with a fill-to-here line inside the cap that is nearly
invisible. If you are doing the laundry, doesn’t it seem
reasonable to fill the cap to the rim? If you do, you are
literally pouring money down the drain.

I hate it when I go to the grocery store with a coupon
and then forget to use it. 

I hate that low-rise jeans are in style and that the term,
“mom jeans” was ever invented. 

I hate telemarketers who call even though my number
is listed with the Do Not Call Registry. How can they
get away with this, and where are the phone registry
police when you need them? 
I hate that there’s not a dislike button on Facebook, for

when someone posts something sad and you don’t want
to like it because that would be like liking the person’s
disaster.

I hate when my kids move the ChapStick from its
rightful place on the kitchen shelf to their pockets.

I hate when they eat the last of the ice cream and then
put the empty container back into the freezer.

I hate that after watching just about any 30-minute
infomercial, I am totally convinced I have a real need
for the product they are selling. I also hate that I can get
sucked into a 30-minute infomercial. I want to believe
I’m smarter than that. I hate that I’m not.

I hate when I accidentally hit the wrong button on my
car keys and my vehicle starts honking incessantly and
I have no idea how to make it stop.

I hate junk email that doesn’t have a link to unsub-
scribe and tells me I am overweight, have wrinkles or
need Garcinia Cambogia, which I have no clue what
that is.
Since we’re on the topic of email, I hate being coerced

into providing my address to various retail stores with
the threat I’ll miss out on important coupons if I don’t,
and then they barrage me with daily emails and I spend

more time hitting the delete button than using their
coupons.
I hate that I can’t keep my phone screen clean and shiny. 
I hate and am embarrassed by the fact that pet hair per-

meates every nook and cranny of my house. No matter
how often I vacuum. It knows no bounds.

I hate when I forget someone’s name and I hate how
often I commit this error. 

I suppose I could go on, but this line of thinking messes
with my mojo. I don’t like it when my glass is half empty
and would rather pay attention to what I enjoy. Focusing
on the things I dislike puts me in a bad mood. And I hate
that.  

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication.” You can read more and follow her
column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

Even Mother Nature couldn’t spoil Friday’s Classic Car
show in Cass City. Despite rain in the forecast, nearly 100
cars took part in the annual gathering says local car deal-
er Dan Curtis, who has sponsored the downtown event
since its beginning 15 years ago.

**********

Interested in coaching girls’ volleyball? Kingston
Athletic Director Bill Kerr says the Lady Cardinals are
searching for a pair of mentors. While coaching experi-
ence is preferred, he has opened the search for new varsi-
ty and junior varsity skippers to all interested candidates.
To apply, send a letter of interest to: Kingston High
School, 5790 State Street, Kingston, MI 48741.

**********

Perhaps basketball is your game. If that’s the case, per-
haps you might want to enter your team into the basket-
ball tournament to be held in Caseville during the
Cheeseburger Festival.

Planned is a 3-on-3 tournament on Saturday, Aug. 9,
while a 5-on-5 tournament will be held on Saturday, Aug.
16. For more information, log onto www:moneyssports-
tour.com

**********

Waterfowl hunters have an exciting new hunting oppor-
tunity to look forward to, as Sept. 1-7 will mark
Michigan’s first early teal hunting season in nearly 50
years.

These small ducks, especially blue-winged teal, are
some of the earliest duck species to migrate each fall.

This statewide teal-only season is now possible because
of growing teal populations. The Michigan Natural
Resources Commission approved the Sept. 1-7 early teal
season at the commission’s July 10 meeting. Hunters may
take six teal per day and hunt from sunrise to sunset.

Accurate identification of ducks is essential during this
special season, because only teal are legal to harvest. It is
important for hunters to understand the season is experi-
mental for three years, and the Department of Natural
Resources is required to measure the attempts and harvest
of non-target species to make sure hunters are harvesting
teal and not other duck species like wood ducks and mal-
lards. 

“The results of the experiment will determine if
Michigan is allowed to continue the early teal season
after the three-year experiment,” said DNR Wetland and
Waterfowl Specialist Barbara Avers. “Because of this,
hunters are strongly encouraged to brush up on their duck
identification skills for this season. Don’t shoot if you
aren’t sure of your target.”
To learn more about this hunting opportunity, duck iden-

tification and teal-hunting tips, visit
www.michigan.gov/waterfowl.

The 2014-15 waterfowl hunting season continues the
celebration of the Michigan Waterfowl Legacy, a 10-year,
cooperative partnership to restore, conserve and celebrate
Michigan’s waterfowl, wetlands and waterfowl hunting
community. For more information, visit
www.michigan.gov/mwl.

**********

To better serve the dairy herd industry in the Thumb
area, Michigan State University Extension is in the
process of searching for a dairy educator.

Two candidates are scheduled for public presentations
on Wednesday, Aug. 13.

The candidates have been asked to identify a relevant
dairy-related issue in Michigan and discuss how they
would develop a program to address the issue.  Each pres-
entation will conclude with a question and answer ses-
sion.

The first presentation is scheduled for 10:15 to 11 a.m.,
with the second to follow from 11:15 a.m. to noon.
Seminars will take place in the large meeting room at the

Franklin Inn, 1070 E Huron Avenue, Bad Axe.  Public
and interested parties are welcome to attend.
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Advertising Rates
Transit  (nonbusiness) rates, 10 words or less,
$4.00 each insertion;  additional words 10 cents
each.  Three weeks for the price of 2--cash rate.
Save money by enclosing cash with mail orders.
Rates for display want ads on application.

Subscription Rates 
Tuscola, Huron & 

Sanilac counties - $23.10 per year.
In Michigan - $27.50 per year.  
Out-of-State - $29.70 per year.

College - $15 per year. 
Email subscriptions - $22 per year.

Payable in advance. Discounts available for multi-
year subscription.

Rates & Policies
The Cass City Chronicle reserves the right to edit any and all copy for content and size restrictions.  Final
editorial judgement lies with the Chronicle management and staff.    Deadline for classified advertising
is Monday, noon and deadline for display advertising is Friday, 5 p.m. for the next week’s edition.

Letters to the Editor
The Chronicle welcomes letters to the editor.  Letters
must include the writer’s name, address and tele-
phone number. The latter is in case it is necessary to
call for verification, but won’t be used in the news-
paper. Names will be withheld from publication
upon request, for an adequate reason.  The Chronicle
reserves the right to edit letters for length and clari-
ty.

We will not publish thank you letters of a specific
nature, for instance, from a club thanking merchants
who donated prizes for a raffle.

Obituary Rates
Obituary notices cost $19 per insertion. There is
a $4 additional charge for including a photo.

Social News
The  Cass City Chronicle will gladly publish social
news  free of charge.  Social  news includes: engage-
ments, weddings, anniversaries, college graduations,
birth announcements and similar items.  There is a $4
fee to include a photo.
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Circuit court news

Several appear on felony charges
The following people appeared in

Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Scott A. Bedell, 38, Vassar, plead-
ed guilty to a charge of involvement
in animal fighting May 27 in Arbela
Township.

The charge is a felony punishable
by up to 4 years in prison and/or a
fine of $5,000 to $50,000 and/or 500
to 1,000 hours of community serv-
ice, according to court records,
which state anyone convicted of the
offense is prohibited from owning or

possessing an animal for five years.
A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Matthew W. LaPratt, 36, Mayville,
pleaded guilty to charges of fleeing
and eluding a police officer, operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under the
influence, third offense, and assault-
ing, resisting or obstructing a police
officer June 7 in Dayton Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered and bond was continued at
$25,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Timothy J. Block, 33, Flint, plead-

ed no contest to charges of breaking
and entering a building with intent to
commit larceny and larceny in a
building Jan. 20-30 in the village of
Fairgrove.  He was also convicted of
being an habitual offender (two prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
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Cemetery Walk: blast from the past

Crowds enjoy Summer Mania...

Continued from page one.

Continued from page one.

Following undercover drug buy

Elkton man jailed after chase
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

An Elkton man who allegedly took
the bait in an undercover drug buy
and then fled police early Saturday
night landed behind bars.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J.
Hanson reported the undercover
operation took place in Chandler
Township, where the suspect stopped
briefly for deputies and then acceler-
ated the 2000 Pontiac Grand Prix he
was driving and left the scene.
“He was pursued to his Krohn Road

residence in Oliver Township, where
two deputies apprehended the 28-
year-old man before he was able to
get into his house,” Hanson said.
“He was arrested for delivery of
cocaine, fleeing and eluding, and
operating under the influence of
drugs.

“He was lodged in our jail for the
same and bond was set at $7,850,”
added Hanson, who noted the Huron
County Prosecutor’s Office author-
ized a search warrant for the sus-
pect’s vehicle and residence.

Officers seized the Grand Prix along
with $100 in cash and two locked
safes inside the house.

The Bad Axe, Elkton, Pigeon and
Caseville police departments all
assisted deputies.

Hanson reminds area residents that
they can call in tips regarding illegal
drug activity by calling the sheriff’s
department at (989) 269-6500 during
regular business hours, Huron
County Central Dispatch’s non-
emergency line at (989) 269-6421
anytime, or the department’s confi-
dential TIPS line at (989) 269-2861.

a place of greater security and more
abundant food.  During the 14
months it existed, more than 45,000
Union soldiers were confined there.
Of those, nearly 13,000 died from
disease, poor sanitation, malnutri-
tion, overcrowding or exposure to
the elements.

Boots saw the camp first-hand
while taking part in a two-week U.S.
Army Reserves annual training ses-
sion at Fort Benning, Ga.

“Going to the prison was actually
pretty amazing,” recalled Boots,
who found Warner’s name in the
prison records, and tried to imagine
how horrible the conditions must
have been for the prisoners there.

“Forty-thousand people crammed
into 26 acres — it’s half the size of a
hay field,” he said, noting a branch
of the Sweetwater Creek, called
Stockade Branch, flowed through
the prison yard and served as the
facility’s only source of water.  On
top of the crowded conditions, the
camp created a stench that could be
smelled eight miles or more away.

“Malaria abounded in the camp,
yellow fever — pretty much every
pandemic,” Boots added.

Those who survived the diseases
but tried to escape were immediate-
ly shot, which probably explains the
camp record of no successful
escapes, according to Boots, whose
“day job” involves traveling across
the state and beyond to serve at vet-
erans’ funerals as a member of the
U.S. Army Reserves Military
Funeral Honors Detail.

“How did he (Warner) get out of
Andersonville?  That was one of my
biggest questions,” Boots said.

The answer may lie in timing and
luck.  As the war neared its end, pris-
oner exchanges between the North
and South had become very spo-
radic, but it’s possible Warner might
have been part of a Confederate
decision to release some of the
healthiest prisoners in hopes of con-
vincing Union Army officials that
prisoners were being treated well,
according to Boots, who pointed out
that theory is conjecture only.

Regardless, Boots figures Warner
must have been a good soldier, hav-
ing risen to the rank of sergeant after
just two years of service.  “He sur-
vived at Andersonville, which is
pretty amazing in itself,” he said.
“You had to have a pretty strong will
to live in that quagmire.”

Editor’s note: This year’s cemetery
walk tours have been expanded and
will take place Sunday, Sept. 28, at
Elkland Township Cemetery just east
of Cass City.  Tickets for the
American Cancer Society fundraiser
go on sale Aug. 25 at Rawson
Memorial District Library.

In addition to Boots, several area
residents will be portraying past
notable Cass City citizens, including
Art Holmberg, Frederick Klump, Dr.
E.L. Morris, Elizabeth Pinney, Belle
Schwaderer, Helen Stevens, Jacob
Maier, E.B. “Chick” Schwaderer
and Lucy Lee.

Cass City Chamber of Commerce Coordinator Dee Mulligan has been
organizing the Summer Mania events for about ten years, and said that in her
opinion this year could not have gone better. 

“I think it went very, very well.  We had good weather, which always
helps,” added Mulligan, who pointed out that donations from local business-
es make it possible to offer the popular free festival. 

“It’s a very unique, special event because everything is free,” she said.
While some events took place outside of Rotary Park, the majority of activ-

ities were scheduled for Friday during what is known as “Free Fun for the
Family Day.” During this time, inflatables were available for kids to play on.
There were free snow cones and lunches, and even some public safety serv-
ices were available for those in attendance.

Free eye screenings took place from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., the Tuscola County
Sheriff’s Department was on hand to provide free car seat safety checks. 

Mulligan explained that during the check, if the car seat was found to not
be safe, a brand new one was provided for free.

She said while all the attractions offered were very popular, the free snow
cones and cotton candy seemed to be the biggest draw. 
“We’re still in a depressed economy,” Mulligan said. “So to be able to offer

all these events to area children for free, we as a chamber are very glad we
can give this to them.”

Attendance estimates were sketchy, but Mulligan noted she “usually goes
through about 3,000 to 4,000 snow cones.

“If I use that as an estimate, I would say we saw about two to three thou-
sand people throughout the day,” she said.

Mulligan is quick to credit the contribution of volunteers, whose efforts
make it possible to host such a large event.

“We get a lot of volunteers from the chamber, but we get volunteers from
Millennium, too,” she said. “I also get a lot of help from NHS students who
are always very gracious and willing to lend a hand.”

Other events included the popular classic car show sponsored by Curtis
Chrysler in Cass City, the Rawson Library Annual Book Sale, and live music
provided by Trigger Happy. 

“All the proceeds from that will go to Camp Good Grief, which helps chil-
dren deal with the loss of a loved one,” Mulligan said. “That’s a nice cause.”

This year was Mulligan’s final year organizing Summer Mania. She said
while she is excited for the next chapter in her life, it is still bittersweet.
“It is very, very satisfying to be able to do this for the community,” she said.

“It’s been a great day.”
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working groups.
At the Cass City IGA Foodliner this

week you could pick up some IGA
‘Enriched’ White Bread 3 for 99
cents, a small round 6-8 lb. Thorn
Apple Valley Boneless Ham for $1.48
lb., a package of 16 count Kraft
American, Swiss or Pimento cheese
singles for 89 cents and a 32 ounce jar
of Kraft Mayonnaise for 99 cents. You
can make a lot of sandwiches with
that $14.71.

Navy Gunner’s Mate Seaman Kevin
D. Hunt, son of Harriette I. Hunt of
Cass City is currently participating in
exercise “Unitas XX” in the Southern
Hemisphere. He is a crewmember
aboard the guided missile destroyer
USS Dewey, homeported in
Charleston, S.C. A 1976 graduate of
Caro High School, Hunt joined the
Navy in September of that year.

Colleen Whittaker of Cass City, rid-
ing Heza Big 10-4, earned the most
points in the 4-H horse show at the
Tuscola County Fair, thus qualifying
her to compete in the state 4-H horse
show at Michigan State University.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)
Idle note: You want to know what

frustration is? It’s having a one-armed
golfer like Phil Retherford outdrive
you from the tee and then rack up a
birdie on the hole. (From Rabbit
Tracks by John Haire)

Fae Hampshire, 16, a graduate of
Cass City High School, will be fea-
tured in the Eighth Annual Edition of
Who’s Who Among American High
School Students, 1973-74, the largest
student award publication in the
nation. She is the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ronald Hampshire of Deford
and has been involved in the marching
and symphonic band, National Honor
Society, ski club and church activities.
A paragraph on why she liked to sell

greeting cards made Kathleen
McArthur, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert McArthur $200 richer. Miss
McArthur recently was awarded a
$200 U.S. Savings Bond for her entry,
good for second runner-up spot. The
contest was sponsored by the
American Specialty Co., and asked
contestants to tell them why they liked
to sell greeting cards. Miss McArthur,
15, said she has no definite plans for
her prize money.

An empty lot at the corner of State
and Lincoln streets in Gagetown is all
that remains of what was once a thriv-
ing business and social center of the
village years ago. The lot is the site of
what was known as the Fischer
Building, which served as grocery,
millinery and general store from
before the turn of the century until the
1950s. In fact, a history of the build-
ing is in part, a history of Gagetown
as well. The building, which was torn
down this spring, at one time housed a
dry good store, a grocery, meat lock-
ers and a dance hall throughout its his-
tory. The original building was con-
structed sometime between 1869 and
1887, according to Mrs. Mabel
Hendershot, Chronicle correspondent
from Gagetown.

Army Specialist Four Carl T. Crow,
21, son of Mr. and Mrs. Carl A. Crow,
is assigned to the 2nd armored caval-
ry regiment in Germany. Spec. Crow
is a generator mechanic in
Headquarters Troop, 3rd Squadron of
the regiment in Amberg, Germany.
His wife, Sharla, lives in Deford.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)
Announcement was made this week

by the Neeb Corporation of Bad Axe
of the leasing of their station in Cass
City to Charles Wright. The Mobil
station here was recently repainted
and the driveway repaired.

A 38-year-old Livonia crop duster is
still in Hills and Dales Hospital after
miraculously escaping serious injury
in the crash of his plane Monday
morning a half-mile south of
Gagetown. Ed Clements, pilot for
Skyway Crop Dusting, Ann Arbor,
received a cut on his forehead and
other cuts and abrasions when his
light plane slammed into a hill on the
John Stockla farm just outside of
Gagetown at about 10:00 a.m.
Clements was wearing his seatbelt
and crash helmet which were instru-
mental in saving his life. The plane
suffered a crumpled right wing and
extensive damage to the engine and
front end. Clements had nearly com-
pleted spraying 55 acres of beans
owned by John Tenczer on the Stockla
farm when he crashed. He was work-
ing for Farm Chemical of Cass City,
managed by Bill O’Dell. The plane
was stationed at the Keith Little farm.
Al Swartz, Skyway Crop Dusting
owner, reported that it was Clements’
second crash. His first crash happened
in 1953.

Advertisement - Hot Sparks by Jay
Sugden: “August” Most city dwellers
do complain; When August comes
and brings no rain. The Sidewalks
burn their weary feet; Temper and
temperature compete. They mop their
brow and slow their pace; And wish
they were some other place. And yet
when winter does return; For sum-
mer’s pleasure they will yearn. Don’t
wait for winter to return before you
have any gas problems checked. And
did you know that if you’re thinking

Down Memory Lane
by Tina Pallas

of converting to gas heat, you can
trade in your oil heater? Like to talk to
us about it? We’re at Jay’s Plumbing
and Heating and Electric Motor
Repair, Cass City.
The Cass City and Elkland Township

public library announced that several
new books are available to patrons
this week. Included on the list are:
“This Rough Magic” by Mary
Stewart; “Never No More” by Shirley
Seifert, the story of Rebecca Boone;
“The Rector of Justin” by Louis
Auchincloss; “The Third Day” by
Joseph Hayes, and “Mountain
Doctor” by LeGette Blythe, a tale of
medical adventure and inspiration.
The collection also contains five mys-
teries.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)
Bruce Stine’s Aberdeen Angus steer

was exhibited at the Rotary Club
Luncheon Tuesday and Willis
Campbell, 4-H club adviser, in a
series of questions to members of two
Rotary judging teams as to technical
beef terms, cuts of meats, etc., finally
decided that J. Henry Smith and E.B.
Schwaderer were better versed on
beef cattle than William Miller and
F.A. Bigelow, who were members of
the opposing team of judges. Mr.
Smith added to his laurels by guessing
nearest to the weight of the animal
which was 1,110 pounds, and State
Representative Audley Rawson, the
only farmer member of the club, was
“razzed” because his estimate was the
farthest from being right. Estimates
varied from 888 to 1,150 pounds. Mr.
Smith, “master farmer” of the club,
carried home a smoked ham as a prize
offered by Reed & Patterson to the
best guesser.

August 23, at Lansing, has been set
as the date for the letting of the con-
tract to ‘black top’ 13 miles of road
between Cass City and Kingston. This
is a Federal Aid road. One mile north
of Kingston, a quarter of a mile south
of Cass City, and a short stretch in
Deford on the 15 miles of highway
between Kingston and Cass City have
already been hard surfaced.

George W. Krantz, 50, Akron; Opal
Langford, 19, Akron; married at
Gilford on August 3 by Rev. G. E.
Warren.

Alex McTaggart, 25, Caro; Theresa
B. Moss, 16, Caro; married August 5
at Caro by Justice Nathan O. Gibbs.

Floyd Gage, 21, Deford; Irene
Smith, 19, Deford; married at Cass
City on August 5 by Ali B. Jarman.

Mr. and Mrs. Donald H. Schell have
purchased the four lots on South
Seeger Street, known as the Treadgold
property and owned by Miss Nancy
McArthur since 1927. The lots were
recently improved under Miss
McArthur’s ownership when water
and sewer connections were made,
orchard trees trimmed and old fences
removed. Mr. Schell is contemplating
building a residence on the property
this season and work is now being
done in preparation for erecting the
basement walls.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)
The village council at a meeting

Monday evening made the following
rate for electric power: Over two
horse power, 5 cents per kilowatt hour
for the first 500 kilowatt hours and 4
½ cents for all over 500 hours, with a
minimum rate of $1.50 per month for
each horse power. The Cass City
Grain Co. has declared its intention to
operate its plant with electric power as
soon as the municipal plant is
equipped to furnish it. The generators
and other new machinery for the
municipal plant have been shipped
and will soon be here ready for instal-
lation.

The Durand Hoops Co. has pur-
chased 40 acres of the Palmateer tim-
ber in Greenleaf township, five miles
northeast of Cass City, and has a force
of men and teams engaged in cutting
the timber and getting it ready for
shipment to Durand where it will be
manufactured into barrel hoops 3 ft. 4
in. to 9 ft. in length. The logs are cut
from 6 to 18 feet long; all that can be
cut to advantage are made 11 ft. long.
Frank Rigglesworth is the forman of
the teams and loading gang and Fred
Onion is in charge of the timber cut-
ting. The company expects to pur-
chase more elm timber from other
lands in that vicinity.

The Cass City Redpath Chautauqua
opens Friday afternoon in the big tent
which has been erected in Seeger St.
C.R. Switzer, of the Redpath Bureau,
who has been in the city the last few
days making final arrangements for
the assembly, say he is much pleased
with the way in which the local busi-
ness men have taken hold of the
Chautauqua, and predicts a big suc-
cess for the first Cass City assembly.
The Redpath people assure the people
of Cass City and the Thumb five days
of high grade, elevating and instruct-
ing entertainment, brimful of the very
best things in the Lyceum and
Chautauqua field.

Ellington – Joseph Hutchinson, who
is working Sheriff Hanna’s farm,
threshed rye which averaged 44 ½
bushels per acre. From 9 acres he
threshed 4001/2 bushels. All crops are
looking fine and the army worm has
not been found in this vicinity yet.

5 YEARS AGO (2009)
Summer Mania attracted hundreds of

area residents to downtown Cass City
last weekend, August 6 to 8. The
annual celebration featured various
free activities for children, with health
and safety a main focus. With a
$2,000 donation from the Pinney
Foundation, 200 bike helmets were
purchased from St. Mary’s and given
away free of charge.

Thumb Cellular purchased Clay
Daily’s 1,295-pound steer for $2,000.
Daily won Reserve Champion Beef
and Champion Intermediate
Showman honors. He is the son of
Greg and Linette Daily. Daily partici-
pates in the 5 Star Livestock 4-H Club
of Kingston.

After 3 weeks of hard work, Jefrey
W. Benkelman restored his late grand-
father’s nearly 100-year-old windmill.
His only help came from friends;
Chris Landrith, Kevin Ouvry, his
brother Cody Benkelman, Andrew
Martin and R.C. Paschke. William
“Bill” Benkelman purchased the
windmill between 20 and 30 years
ago, but never had the chance to put it
up before he died in 2002. Now the
windmill is nearly completed and
stands 60-feet tall on the Benkelman
property in Cass City.

Kenna Nye, 9, participated in her
first horse show at the Michigan Draft
Horse Breeders Association Show
from July 20 to 22 in Mason, Mich.
Nye and her horse, Chance, placed
first in the Junior Showmanship Class
and placed third in the Junior Cart
Class. She is the daughter of Gary and
Christie Nye, of Cass City.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)
Deford’s Adrian Pohlod was the

lucky $100 winner of Cass City’s
Summer Mania Business Crawl. The
townwide event was a big success,
said Chamber Administer Kay
Warner.

Mark Gaertner can hold on to his
seat, thanks to a close race in which
voters nominated him Huron County
Prosecutor. Gaertner won the
Republican nomination, beating out
Tim Rutkowski 3,640 to 3,539. He
will move on to the general election in
November. Rutkowski recently
moved to Ubly but will retain his
position as Tuscola County
Prosecutor.
Wade Kappen of Kappen Excavating

in Caro purchased a fine-looking steer
from award winner Adam Osentoski
at the July 28 livestock auction at the
Tuscola County Fair. Osentoski, son
of David and Teri Osentoski, won
Grand Champion honors in the mar-
ket beef category and is a member of
the Cass City Livestock Club.

Jenn Corradi received the 2004
Western Thumb Women’s Softball
league “Best Defensive Player” award
in the league tourney held in Cass
City.

25 YEARS AGO (1989)
The Knights of Columbus, Cass

City-Gagetown Council 8892, recent-
ly donated $150 to help buy a pitching
machine for the Cass City School
Athletic Department. Grand Knight
Ron Rutkoski presented the check to
baseball coach Doug Hall, who said
about half of the estimated $1,300
needed has been raised.

Four men were the winners of Cass
City’s Chamber of Commerce “Fun
Day” at Rolling Hills Golf Course.
The players, Richard Tate, Jim Apley,
both of Cass City, Alva Allen, of
Deford, and Dick Peterson, from Bad
Axe, shot an even 9 hole par of 35.

Deford resident Shannon Roach, 17,
won reserve champion honors for her
feeder calf Aug. 1 at the Tuscola
County Fair.

Seven persons lost their lives – 5 of
them over the weekend- and several
others were injured on Tuscola and
Sanilac County roads over the past
week. Driver inattention is being
blamed in the majority of the crashes,
2 of which occurred at the intersection
of M-46 and M-24, about 5 miles
south of Caro, where a new “dwell in
red” signal light was installed only a
month ago in hopes of reducing traffic
accidents.

Small world department: The Kim
Glaspies were staying 2 nights in
Mackinaw City at the tail end of a
vacation. They found lodging for the
first night at an area motel. They were
forced to move the second night
because the rooms they occupied had
been reserved. As they gathered lug-
gage for the move, the new occupants
moved in. They were the Dr. Richard
Hall family of Cass City. (Rabbit
Tracks by John Haire)

35 YEARS AGO (1979)
Forming their own 4-H club under

the direction of Sanilac County 4-H
Agent Danny Sandmann, a group of
special education youngsters put on a
display of their work at this year’s
Sanilac Fair. Calling their club the
Sanilac Super Stars, these youngsters
made bird houses and small 4-H
plaques. Under the direction of Mrs.
Wilford Miller, Debbie and Bruce
Irland and Sandmann, the youngsters’
projects showed the quality of con-
struction and finish comparable to the
projects in the regular 4-H wood-

It’s nice to be not

wrong and married

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Poet Ogden Nash once offered some sound advice to husbands everywhere:

“To keep your marriage brimming,

With love in the loving cup,

Whenever you’re wrong, admit it;

Whenever you’re right, shut up.”

That goes right along with the old standby, “Happy wife, happy life”, or “Do
I want to be married or right?”, words to live by that prompted me to casually
go along with my wife some months ago when she once again brought up the
subject of moving.
She’s not interested in leaving the area — just wants a little more elbow room

and different interior surroundings to make her own.  On the other hand, I’ve
been content where I am for years.  
Personally, I think she’s been watching a few too many of those shows where

folks go shopping for $500,000 homes, constantly whine about everything
they don’t like at each place they visit, then end up gutting whatever house
they finally decide to purchase.
Anyway, in a moment of stupidity, I told my wife, “I guess I would consider

moving.”  What I meant was, “Why don’t we talk about that in the future, like
sometime after I’m dead?”
This is what she evidently heard: “That is a wonderful idea, dear.  We’ve been

living in this place far too long, and I could use a good strong dose of change!”
This is what I was really thinking: Okay, so let me get this straight: we’ve

been in this quaint little Ranch for 27 years, for better and worse; raised four
children — including three daughters — with only one bathroom; we know
what we have in the way of roofing, our well, septic system, appliances, etc.;
we’re in our early 50s (well, I am, anyway); and we can finally enjoy some
alone time as well as plenty of visits from our grandchildren.
And now you want to move?  Seriously?
Where’s the logic in that?
Nevermind.  I think I just answered my own question.
So maybe we’ll be moving and it will be a good experience. 
Doesn’t really matter, of course, because the decision to move isn’t about

who’s right and who’s wrong.  I’m thankful for that.
It’s kind of nice to be married and not wrong for once.

For Sally McGrath, summer is the best season of the year. To her, noth-
ing is better than being able to spend time outside and enjoy the nice
weather.

The Cass City resident has lived in
town for about ten years. After having
grown up here, she left for a while but
eventually ended up moving back. 

She enjoys the chance to visit with
friends and be a part of the place where
she grew up. 

“I love living here,” she said. “It’s
where I grew up and I have a lot of old
friends here. I like getting the chance to
relax and spend time with them, and
catch up with what is going on in their
lives.”

She especially loves seeing the town enjoy a festival, such as Summer
Mania, which took place over the weekend.
“I do not attend it, myself,” she said. “But I think it is great for the town.” 
When McGrath isn’t visiting with friends, she loves baking, and espe-

cially loves making zucchini bread.

Nothing’s better than
a Michigan summer

by Andie Peck

Staff Writer

Sally McGrath
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Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010
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Summer Mania draws large crowd

Affordable Life Insurance
As little as $1 a day can provide you 
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A FREE kids’ lunch was offered at Rotary Park’s

Summer Mania events for those 19 years old or

under.

FUN INFLATABLES were a staple at the annual Summer Mania festival,

giving area children a fun way to pass the time.

RAWSON MEMORIAL District Library offered free story time during

Summer Mania. Here, Jesika Struve reads a story to a group of area chil-

dren.

FOOD VENDORS offered attendees of Summer

Mania at Rotary Park the chance to grab a bite

to eat.

THE ANNUAL Curtis Chrysler Classic Car Show gave many area residents

the chance to show off their vintage vehicles Friday night. 

FREE BALLOONS from Thumb National

Bank were available during Free Fun for the

Family Day. 

TRIGGER HAPPY, a popular Cass City-based band, performed for local

crowds at Rotary Park Friday night, singing many well-known rock classics. 

THE ANNUAL Curtis Chrysler Classic Car Show was just one of many

events offered during the annual Summer Mania festival. 

Photos by Andie Peck, Staff Writer
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CHERYL STEPHENS spends some one-on-one time with Kingston

Elementary School students Alex Yoe and Klaryssa Kratz last fall.  Human

Development Commission (HDC) officials are looking for more individuals

like Stephens to serve as foster grandparents in area schools. 

Community Schools.
“To me, obviously, kids are very

important,” Stephens commented
last fall while working with a couple
of Kingston Elementary students.
“If I can help make a child’s life hap-
pier for even one minute, it’s worth
it.”
A newspaper story on the HDC pro-

gram that caught Stephens’ eye is
what prompted her to volunteer her
time and experience as a mother and
grandmother.  “I thought, that sounds
good.  I love children and I love
school,” she recalled, noting she
spent a number of years studying
various subjects at Wayne State
University.
Last year, Stephens spent five hours

a day, Monday through Thursday,

Continued from page one.

Wanted: foster grandparents in the Thumb 
working with second graders.
“I’m there for the children that need

me — well, I’m there for all of
them,” she said.  “I help children
who are having trouble with a sub-
ject.  I’m a mentor.  They give me
hugs, I hug them back and I smile at
them.  I tell them about myself and
they tell me about themselves.

“Basically, I do what I did for my
kids.”

Stephens figures foster grandpar-
ents meet many needs.  “I think it
(their presence) also shows the chil-
dren there’s another adult that loves
them, who cares for them and loves
them no matter what,” she said.  “I
have been blessed with a great
amount of patience and I’m very
flexible.  I’m very accepting of their
behavior, good or bad.

“I love every single one of them and
I wouldn’t change them,” Stephens
added.  “I think all kids deserve to be
happy.”

Jodi Haubenstricker, one of two
second grade Kingston Elementary
School teachers who shared
Stephens’ time in their classrooms
last year, described her as being a
blessing.
“She’s been able to connect with the

kids — (their) eyes just light up,”
said Haubenstricker, who indicated
foster grandparents’ parenting
instincts and experience are invalu-
able because they often notice a stu-
dent struggling with something that a
teacher might not see while trying to
spread their attention among an
entire class of youngsters.

“She’s very observant and she
brings a lot to our classroom,”
Haubenstricker added.  “I’m a much
better teacher (because of) her.”

More information about the HDC’s
Foster Grandparent Program, includ-
ing how to get involved and pre-
service training dates this month,
contact Teresa at 1-800-843-6394.
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Organizers of the Miss Sanilac County and Miss Sanilac County
Outstanding Teen pageants are in search of contestants for this year’s event.

The pageants are slated for Sunday, Oct. 12, at the Firebird Theater.
The Miss Sanilac County pageants are open to all young women ages 17-

24 and 13-16, respectively.  Contestants don’t have to be a resident of the
county to apply, but the winner will represent Sanilac County in a number of
events over the year and will advance on to the state level to the Miss
Michigan Pageant, which is a preliminary to the Miss America Organization.
The Sanilac County pageant is one of several local programs who send con-

testants to compete in the Miss Michigan Program.
The Sanilac County pageants provide young women with opportunities for

personal growth and development of life skills as well as opportunities for
attaining scholarship money to assist in furthering their education.
The Miss Sanilac County contestants will be judged on talent (35 percent),

an interview (25 percent), evening wear (20 percent), lifestyle and fitness in
swimsuit competition (15 percent), and an on-stage question (five percent).
The Miss Outstanding Teen will be judged on 35 percent interview, 35 per-

cent talent, 10 percent active wear, and 20 percent on evening wear and an
on-stage question. The five judges factor overall personality, communication
skills, intelligence, validated opinions, emotional control, personal appear-
ance, and overall first impression in their selection.

The young women must also have a charitable platform for which they
would raise funds during their reign if they should become Miss Michigan.
Jay Williams, pageant director, commented, “Girls are often intimidated by

the talent portion of the pageant. This section, while important, lasts only 90
seconds. We’ve had girls learn a new talent just for the competition and do
very well. It’s not just about technical skill, but also personality, confidence
and stage presence. These are skills can be taught and learned. We are here
to assist with that.”

Pageant Boot Camp events have been offered to introduce young ladies
ages 9 to 12 to the pageant system and allow them the opportunity to spend
the day with the current Miss Sanilac County and Outstanding Teen.

During the day training they learn new skills, such as how to introduce
themselves, what it’s like to be on stage, developing a talent, and about com-
munity service. The next Pageant Boot Camp will be held in Sandusky
Saturday, Sept. 27.

For more information on this event and for applications for the Miss
Sanilac County and Outstanding Teen pageant, contact Williams at (810)
648-8400 or (810) 404-8401.

Organizers gearing up for
the Miss Sanilac pageants 

Send Letters to the Editor to
Cass City Chronicle
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PARTICIPANTS IN the yarn collection include (l-r) Regina Salcido, Evelyn

Goslin and Edna Kujawski. They receive help from many other members of

the community and St. Agatha Church.

HATS, MITTENS and sweaters made by inmates

of a maximum security prison in Freeland are dis-

tributed to children in the Owen-Gage area. 

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

When Michigan weather grows
cold and the snow starts to fall, it’s
comforting to know that you can pull
on a warm coat and some mittens to
stay cozy.

Unfortunately, some area children
do not have that option.

That’s where Edna Kujawski and
her St. Agatha’s crew come in.
Kujawski and her friends at St.
Agatha Catholic Church in
Gagetown decided to help out
youngsters residing in the
Owendale-Gagetown School District
by providing them with hats, coats
and gloves for Michigan’s hard win-
ter months. 

“We go into the Owen-Gage school
and set up in their library,” Kujawski
said. “From there we fit the child
with a coat and mittens.”

The coats that are distributed to the
children are either bought or collect-
ed over the summer.

The group also collects yarn from
the community and takes it to a max-
imum security prison in Freeland.
The prisoners in Freeland take the
yarn they bring in and knit it into
hats, mittens, and even make some
sweaters. 

Kujawski read an article one day
about the prison and its knitting pro-
gram, and decided to check it out. 

“I called the prison about the arti-
cle, and asked if they were still doing
it. They said ‘Oh yes, we still are’.”

Kujawski then inquired if it would
be possible for the Freeland prison-
ers to knit for them.

“He said, ‘Tell us how many you
want, and we’ll call you when
they’re done’,” she recalled, laugh-
ing. 

After several months, Kujawski
returned to the prison to pick up the
finished product.  She was stunned to
see the fine craftsmanship that was
accomplished.  

“These are men that were knitting
them — some were lifers — and
some of them have never knitted
before in their lives. They had the
time on their hands, and it was amaz-
ing what they were doing,” she said. 

Kujawski added that knitting is a
common activity at the prison, as a
way for the prisoners to pass the time
and learn a new skill.

They then distribute these items
across the Catholic cohort that St.
Agatha’s is a part of. This means that
children in Cass City, Sebewaing,
Mayville and the Owendale-
Gagetown area benefited from the
yarn collection.

Prior to utilizing the prison, people
at the church had done the knitting
for the project. However, Kujawski
saw a need at the prison for some
work to be done and began taking
the yarn there.

“We started doing that about four
years ago,” Kujawski said. They
began the yarn collection after see-
ing a need in the O-G school district,
watching children play on the play-

ground in the colder months with no
coat available to them. 

Kujawski mentioned that there are
two drop points in Cass City for yarn
collection.  The group will accept
any yarn that members of the com-
munity wish to donate, she added,
and they will also accept knitting
looms and knitting needles as long as
they are not metal.

The Cass City drop points are with
Scott Mills at Knights Insurance
Agency and Reggie Ignash at Farm
Bureau Insurance. 

Kujawski said the rewards from the
yarn collection are countless, but she
especially loves the chance to help
out the community that she knows
and loves.

“It’s a great service to the commu-
nity. We’re addressing a need that’s
out there,” she said. “And it’s some-
thing that I think our Lord would tell
us that we ought to be doing.”

When all is said and done, the best
part for Kujawski is to see the smile
on the children’s faces when they, in
many cases, receive their very first
coat, hat or pair of mittens.
“It tells you it’s all worthwhile,” she

said. “Whatever you’re doing, what-
ever you’ve given to this is all
worthwhile.”

Labor of love
St. Agatha volunteers utilize their own talents and prison
program to help keep Owen-Gage area youngsters warm

State joins
prescription
abuse effort

The National Governor’s
Association (NGA) has selected
Michigan to participate in a program
focused on reducing prescription
drug abuse throughout the United
States.

The Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) will
spearhead Michigan’s role in the
year-long Academy on Reducing
Prescription Drug Abuse program to
develop a comprehensive, statewide
action plan. Minnesota, North
Carolina, Wisconsin, Nevada and
Vermont have also been selected to
join the project.

“Prescription drug abuse is a grow-
ing concern in our communities,
throughout our state, and across our
nation,” said James K. Haveman,
director of the MDCH. “The Policy
Academy is an excellent opportunity
for key policy makers within
Michigan to collaborate with others
across the nation to find better, inno-
vative ways to protect the health of
our residents.”

Prescription drug abuse is the
fastest-growing drug problem in the
United States – a pattern that has
been mirrored in Michigan. During
the 10-year period from 2003 to
2012, the state’s pharmaceutical
drug overdose death rate increased
by 136 percent.

The Policy Academy on Reducing
Prescription Drug Abuse offers
healthcare leaders an arena to create
broader partnerships with other state
agencies and organizations, and
opportunities to implement the coor-
dination of efforts and resources to
combat the abuse of prescription
drugs.

Through the Policy Academy, par-
ticipants will learn about evidence-
based interventions and policies that
will align with current, ongoing ini-
tiatives and partners.

Selected states were chosen on an
application basis, and over the next
year, will participate in collaborative
efforts including two, two-day meet-
ings with other policy academy
states; an in-state workshop facilitat-
ed by NGA Center for Best Practices
staff; and develop a comprehensive,
strategic plan for reducing prescrip-
tion drug abuse.
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Pastor’s corner

Attention clergymen!

The Chronicle welcomes your submissions

to be published along with our weekly

church directory. Please submit your let-

ter and a photo of yourself to

chronicle@ccchronicle.net or Cass City

Chronicle P.O. Box 115, Cass City, MI

48726 or stop by at the corner of Oak and

Main at 6550 Main St., Cass City.
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Ephesians 2:10 says: For we are
God’s masterpiece. He has created us
anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do
the good things he planned for us
long ago.

We are created in God’s image and
He tells us that we are His master-
piece. That should make us feel spe-
cial! A masterpiece! A masterpiece is
considered a great work or accom-
plishment. Something you are proud
of and want to show off.

We so often get discouraged by all
of the challenges we face every day
in our lives. It is time for a fresh per-
spective. If you wake up each day
and remind yourself that you are a

Time for a fresh perspective: each
one of us created as a masterpiece

masterpiece, it will give you a fresh
and encouraging outlook on life.

The second part of this verse says
that we have all been created with a
purpose. Long before we were born,
God had a plan for our lives. We are
here on this earth for a reason, not to
just exist. Be encouraged that we
have a heavenly father that wants to
do great things in us and through us
if we just let Him. God loves us very
much and simply asks for our obedi-
ence. 

We are all born with sin nature
within us and the penalty for sin is
death. God, in His great love sent
His Son, Jesus Christ as a sacrifice to

take the place of our sins and offer
everlasting life with Him in eternal
glory for all that accept this. That is
true love!

Mark Karwowski – Pastor at
Living Word Worship Center
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ng your world home

Keep up-to-date on the local
events, sports and many other subjects
with your newspaper.  You’ll also find 
entertaining features like Sudoku puzzles,

columns and more.
Home in on the information you

need.  Read your newspaper!
CASS CITY CHRONICLE

989-872-2010
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar Seasonal 
Employee team and earn extra 

money this fall. 
 

Locations throughout 
 and  

Bay City 
 
Applications are being accepted at 

all factory locations beginning  
Monday, July 21, 2014 

 
Call 1-877-41SUGAR 
to learn how to apply. 

 
Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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Grand Champion Pen was

awarded to Dominic Prezzato,

son of Nick Prezzato. His

Market Ducks, pictured right,

were purchased by Sam and

Susan Prezzato. 

RESERVE CHAMPION Dairy Feeder went to

Kennedy Gollin, daughter of Ken and Holly Gollin.

Her Market Feeder, shown below, was bought by

Co-op Quality Feeds and Kalmbach Feeds.

ABBEY STURZA, daughter of Bob

and Deb Sturza, was awarded the

title of Grand Champion. Her

Market Turkey, pictured above, was

purchased by Signature Bank. 

GRAND CHAMPION

Heavy Weight Wether

went to Landon

Borodychuk, son of

Shannon Borodychuk.

His Market Feeder, pic-

tured right, was pur-

chased by Garner

Farms. 

ANDREW VENEMA, son of Martin and Lisa

Venema, was awarded Intermediate Cavy

Showman. His Market Rabbits, pictured above,

were purchased by Chemical Bank. 

TAYLOR ADAMCZYK, son of Ronald and

Jeanie Adamczyk, was awarded Reserve

Champion Market Beef and Grand Champion

Homebred Beef. His Reserve Champion

Market Beef, pictured above, was purchased

by Tri-County Equipment. 

RESERVE CHAMPION

Pen went to Samantha

DeLong, daughter of Dennis

and Melissa DeLong. Her

Market Sheep, pictured

above, went to Signature

Bank. 

PAIGE WOOD,

daughter of Mike

and Sabrina Wood,

was awarded Grand

Champion Pen. Her

chickens, pictured

above, went to

Turner Equine and

Equipment and Tom

Turner. 

Congratulations to our local 4-Hers! 

RESERVE CHAMPION Homebred Dairy and

Champion Intermediate Showman went to

Danielle Wood-Seddon, daughter of Daniel Seddon

and Wendy Bodeis. Her Market Feeder, pictured

above, was purchased by Northstar Bank. 

GRAND CHAMPION Pen, Reserve

Champion Heavy Weight Barrow and

Reserve Champion Senior Showman

honors were awarded to Clay Daily,

son of Greg and Linette Daily. His

Market Swine, pictured below, was

purchased by Poet Biorefining. 

Photos by Andie Peck, Staff Writer
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