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Area crop outlook good, despite late start

Investigators:
heart problem
caused death
in traffic crash

Rotary Club
giving park
nice facelift

FRIDAY night’s Music

in the Park concert in

Cass City featured

local musicians Tom

Guinther (right) and

Jerry Lamoureux,

who played to an

appreciative crowd of

all ages under clear

skies at Rotary Park

Tom and Jerry...

STATE REP. Terry Brown (far right) and Jim

McLoskey, district representative for Senator Mike

Green, were on hand to present Perry (center) with

certificates of achievement for his work in Cass

City and Tuscola County. 

Community
wishes Perry
best of luck 

No one hurt in domestic stand-off
after suspect rams truck and flees

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Frankenmuth man pronounced
dead at the scene of a one-vehicle
traffic accident last Wednesday in
Tuscola County’s Tuscola Township
died as a result of a health condition,
not due to the crash, investigators
reported Thursday.

Tuscola County Undersheriff Glen
Skrent said the victim, 56-year-old
Darwin Bierlein, suffered from a
heart condition.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
were dispatched to the scene of the
accident, the intersection of Hart and
Weaver roads, at about 9:14 a.m.,
according to reports, which state
they found the lone occupant of the
vehicle — Bierlein — was deceased.

“Investigation showed the vehicle
had gradually left the roadway while
traveling southbound on Hart Road
and struck a deep ditch,” Skrent said.

SERIOUSLY INJURED

A pair of Tuscola County residents
were seriously injured in a one-vehi-
cle crash early Friday morning in
Gilford Township.
Tuscola County deputies along with

an MMR Ambulance crew and the
Reese Fire Department responded to
Gilford Road near Reese Road at
about 1:36 a.m., according to Skrent,
who said the vehicle involved had

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Local, county and state law enforcement officials
responded to a stand-off over the weekend involving a
Thumb man who allegedly used his vehicle to ram a
pickup truck occupied by seven family members,
including his wife and four children.

The incident ended peacefully.  No one was hurt and
the man was apprehended and jailed, Huron County
Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported.

The confrontation with law enforcement unfolded
Friday at about 5:30 p.m. when Huron County deputies
were dispatched to a field on Kinde Road west of
Thomas Road in Meade Township.

“Deputy Alex Jobes, who was only two minutes away,
was advised by a Caseville area woman, who claimed
her husband had just used his Chevrolet pickup to chase
her and six other family passengers, which included four
children, out of the area of a wooded hunting camp at
that location while they were attempting to leave it in

their Dodge pickup,” Hanson said.  “While doing so, he
intentionally impacted with their vehicle and pushed
them around the field while they had no control.

“It was learned that the two have ongoing marital diffi-
culties and the husband, now suspect, had recently been
staying at the hunting camp,” Hanson said.

“The complainant stated she originally went to retrieve
a license plate which angered the suspect. She further
alleged the suspect was under the influence of alcohol
and she feared for his and her’s safety, due to actions and
statements that he made during recent domestic vio-
lence. She advised he had long guns, swords and other
bladed weapons,” the sheriff added.

“I and other deputies responded and a security perime-
ter was set up around the area. Cell phone communica-
tion with the suspect was attempted, with negative
results. A Michigan State trooper and the Elkton Village
police then joined in while the Kinde Area Fire
Department blocked off Kinde Road.”

Air support from the Oakland County Sheriff’s
Please turn to page 6.

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Ask anyone and chances are good
they will agree this spring and even

summer so far have been unusually
damp.

As expected, the weather pattern
has led to some complications with
crop progress in the region.  In fact,

the cool, wet spring resulted in
delays in the planting of major crops,
leading to typical planting patterns
being slightly behind schedule. 

Bob Battel, MSU Extension fields

crops educator for Huron and
Tuscola counties, said the main
crops grown in the two counties are
corn, sugar beets, dry beans, soy-
beans and wheat. 

He explained that it’s not yet possi-
ble to estimate crop yields for the
year, as many farm have not begun to
harvest yet.

“While it’s still too early to project
yield, I can say that planting was
delayed substantially this year by
rain and wet weather,” Battel said. 

Battel explained that sugar beets,
which are usually planted in April,
were not planted until May this year.
Soybeans, typically planted in the
middle of May, didn’t go into the
ground until the end of the month. 

“There was a lot of rain, right
through the heart of the region,”
Battel said. “From April 4 to May
20, our weather station in Pigeon
received nearly 6.5 inches of rain.”
The excessive rainfall took a toll on

planting. 
“It has just been a very wet spring,”

Battel said.  “As soon as the soil
warms up, you want to get the seeds
in the ground as rapidly as you can.”
This, however, was just not possible

because the soil was too saturated for
planting at the usual times.  “You
would expect that to impact the sea-
son end yield,” he added.

Some area farmers are compensat-
ing for the weather by going with
hybrids that take less time to mature
in hopes of having a decent crop to
harvest this fall.

Most farmers also grow at least
three different crops, and some grow
four or five, so if the yield for one
crop is smaller than expected, there
is still some variety to be had.

While the numbers for 2014 have
not yet been determined, crop yields
from past years have been decent. 

The 2013 total value of the corn
crop in Huron County was
$76,957,500, while Tuscola County
saw a total value of its corn crop of
$61,845,000. 
The value per bushel of corn in both

Huron and Tuscola counties was
$4.65, and Huron County produced
16,550,000 bushels, while Tuscola
County produced 13,300,000. 

In soybeans, Huron County saw a

Please turn to page 6.

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Members of the Cass City commu-
nity gathered last Wednesday at
Rawson Memorial District Library
to wish Tyler Perry good luck on the
next chapter in his life. 

Perry will depart for Las Vegas
Aug. 22 to begin his internship with
the Friends of Israel (FOI), a
Christian ministry organization that
seeks to build connections with
Jewish people as well as communi-
cate Biblical truth about Israel and
the messiah. 

Kate van Auken, director of the
library, said in her speech at the
event that she will miss all the con-
tributions that Perry, as an active

Please turn to page 8.

A FEW MEMBERS of

the Cass City Rotary

Club gathered Monday

morning under the

newly completed arch

at Rotary Park, home of

several local events,

including a weekly

farmer’s market.

Representing the club

at left are (from left)

Craig Bellew, Mike

Sines, Greg Biddinger,

Bert Althaver and Amy

Peters.  The project

included brick pillars

and a safety fence.

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Cass City Rotary Park, a commu-
nity favorite for events and gather-
ings, is getting a makeover. 

Local Rotary Club members
decided to make some renovations
to the park based on safety con-
cerns they had for area residents. 

“The park is used for a lot of dif-
ferent community things and there
was not a lot of safety there
before,” Rotary Club member Amy
Peters said. “We had some con-
cerns about the park being too open
to the street and it being too easy
for children to run out onto the

Please turn to page 8.
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FOUR GENERATIONS of the Crandall family are pictured above.  They are

(from left) Jack O. Crandall of Sebewaing, Jerry A. Crandall II of Gagetown,

newborn Jerry A. Crandall III, and Jerry A. Crandall of Deford. 

FIVE GENERATIONS of the same area family are

represented in the photo above. They are (front,

from left) great-great-grandmother Lorinda

DeLong, great-grandmother Linda Herron, (in

back, left) grandmother Barbara Graham, Sophia

Jaymes Smith and mother Kayla Smith.

Ken and Kayla (Karr) Smith of Mt.
Pleasant would like to announce the
arrival of their daughter, Sophia
Jaymes.  She was born Tuesday, May
6, 2014, at 10:41 p.m. at Mid-
Michigan Medical Center in Alma.
Sophia weighed nine pounds seven
ounces and was 20 inches long. 

Maternal grandparents are Leslie
Karr of Caro and Barbara and
Patrick Graham of Cass City.
Paternal Grandparents are Barbara
Victor of Burton and Michael Smith
I of Detroit.  Great-grandparents are
Tom and Linda Herron of Cass City,
and great-great-grandmother is
Lorinda DeLong, also of Cass City.Sophia Jaymes Smith

Correction
A primary election advance story

published in last week’s edition of
the Chronicle inadvertently left out
the names of two candidates running
for the 84th District House seat cur-
rently held by Terry Brown.  The
missed candidates are James L.
Wencel of Bad Axe and Tom Wassa
of Fairgrove, both of whom are run-
ning on the Republican ticket.

The Chronicle regrets the error.

A new National Park Service (NPS)
report shows that the nearly two mil-
lion visitors to Michigan’s national
parks in 2013 spent $166.4 million
and supported more than 2,547 jobs
in the state.

“The national parks of Michigan
attract millions of visitors a year
from across the country and around
the world,” said Patricia Trapp, act-
ing director of NPS’s Midwest
Region, which includes Michigan
and 12 other states.

“Whether it’s a day trip of a long
family vacation, they come for a
great experience — and they end up
spending a little money along the
way, too,” Trapp added.  “This new
report confirms that national park
tourism is a significant driver in the
national economy, returning $10 for
every $1 invested in the National
Park Service. This reality makes
parks tourism an important factor in
Michigan’s economy as well. It’s a
result we all can support.”

Michigan’s national parks are Isle
Royale National Park, Keweenaw
National Historical Park, Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore, Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore, and
River Raisin National Battlefield
Park.

The peer-reviewed NPS visitor
spending analysis was conducted by
U.S. Geological Survey economists
Catherine Cullinane Thomas,
Christopher Huber and Lynne
Koontz of the National Park Service.

The national report shows $14.6
billion of direct spending by 273.6
million park visitors in “gateway”
communities within 60 miles of a
national park. This spending sup-
ported more about 237,000 jobs
nationally — 197,000 them in park
gateway communities — and had a
cumulative benefit to the U.S. econ-
omy of $26.5 billion.

In 2012, Michigan’s national parks
attracted nearly 2.2 million visitors
who spent $181.7 million supporting
more than 2,800 jobs in the state.
The authors of the report said the 16-
day government shutdown in
October 2013 accounted for most of
the national decline in park visita-
tion. 

According to the national report,
most park visitor spending was for
lodging (30.3 percent), food and
beverages (27.3 percent), gas and oil
(12.1 percent), and admissions and
fees (10.3 percent). Souvenirs and
other expenses accounted for the
remaining 10 percent. Nationally, the
largest jobs categories supported by
visitor spending were restaurants and
bars (50,000 jobs) and lodging
(38,000 jobs).

Tourism important for 

Michigan’s economy
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(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Enjoy a taste of the
Thumb at the fair

The Tuscola County Fair is marking its 133rd

birthday this year, and we’d like to encourage

everyone to get out and spend at least a few hours

at the fairgrounds in Caro next week.

County fairs are special, and not just because

they bring back fond childhood memories of Ferris

wheels, funnel cakes, pie eating contests and grand

champion market steer ribbons.

The fair also offers visitors an accurate snapshot

of the surrounding communities — our citizens’

talents, work ethic and good old-fashioned values,

as well as our ability to take that much-needed

break now and then and simply have a good time

with our friends and neighbors.

As a rural, agricultural region, we have plenty to

offer visitors with special events and exhibits,

some boasting the top produce, prettiest flowers

and hardiest livestock; others showcasing resi-

dents’ talents, from various artistic mediums to

quilts.

Few other fairs can top Tuscola County in partic-

ipation among 4-Hers — young people of all ages

and interests — whose hard work and dedication

will leave you feeling pretty good about the

younger generation.

You can also witness first-hand how county busi-

nesses support our youth by spending thousands of

dollars purchasing the animals these kids have

raised and worked with for the past several

months, learning lessons that will last them a life-

time.  

And talk about entertainment.  From contempo-

rary Christian music and an ice cream social to X-

Treme Motorcycle Racing, truck and tractor pulls

and professional rodeo action, the fair offers some-

thing for just about everyone.

One word of caution: don’t look for a Jenny Craig

booth at the fair.  Instead, you’ll be treated to the

mouthwatering smell of roasted hot dogs and ham-

burgers, barbeque, cotton candy, popcorn, and just

about anything that can be deep-fried.

For some, the menu alone is reason enough to

visit the fair.  But the week is about so much more

than food.

So why not take a trip back in time and pencil in

some county fair time on your calendar?  The fair

kicks off Sunday and continues through the follow-

ing Saturday, and ten bucks still gets you in and

covers your parking and grandstand events.

Just be sure to leave your cares — and your diet

— behind!

Great job on fest car show
To the editor,

Linda and I were at the car show on July 4, and Jim
Perry and his crew (whoever helped him) did a great
job.  We were glad to show our car there.

Larry and Linda Sokol
Hope, Mich.

When I was in school – and dinosaurs roamed the earth
– everyone took a class called typewriting 101. We
wrote about the quick brown fox and lazy dog using our
eight fingers without hardly any effort from our thumbs.
My right thumb was responsible for only one button –
the space bar. My left thumb had the day off. 
Today kids learn keyboarding and have probably never

laid eyes on a typewriter, but the bulk of their typing
isn’t done on either and typically involves nearly zero
finger participation. That’s because the hipsters among
us don’t type anymore; we text. And most pro-texters
rely solely on the nimbleness and agility of their thumbs
to get their messages across.

They are good at it. Thumb texters demonstrate dex-
terity and speed. They can fire off messages in just a
few seconds. One lucky guy even has a place in the
Guinness Book of World Records for being the fastest
texter on the planet. My son competently and confident-
ly texts while holding his phone in his pocket (with his
eyes closed). True talents run deep.
While my phone possesses an elevated I.Q. and I have

unlimited texting available with my family plan, my
thumbs are neither nimble nor agile. They seem
opposed to my best texting efforts, proving themselves
clumsy and bumbling and unable to type a well-spelled
word, much less an entire message. Even auto-correct
thwarts my best attempts. 

I am all thumbs when it comes to graceful and accu-
rate text messaging. This could be a good thing, since
thumbs are required for the task, but mine are uncoordi-
nated and incapable of hitting the correct key – even if
their nails depended on it.  
Happily, I’ve found a way to circumvent my contextu-

al inabilities and increase the likelihood of communi-
cating with my teenagers via the latest acronyms, which
is both GR8 and FAB, if you know what I mean. The
magic lies in a simple instrument called a stylus. 

The little pen-like doohickey comes equipped with a
rubber tip that works like a finger on the touchscreen of
a smartphone – with more accuracy than my thumbs
could ever hope for. My stylus makes my lumbering
thumbs irrelevant and turns me into somewhat of a
textpert. At least it puts me in contact with my kids.

I predict soon others may want a stylus or three for
their very own. I say this because thumb texting comes
with risks for pain, injury and other serious ailments.
There’s even an official condition called texting thumb,
which is similar to tennis elbow but without the racket
or balls. 

Texting thumb is a repetitive stress injury that devel-
ops over time. The muscles and anatomy of the thumb
were designed for gripping and work in opposition to
the rest of the hand. The fine motor skills required for
texting are taxing and can result in irritation and inflam-
mation. There’s not much LOL in that. 

If you haven’t yet developed stylus envy but want to
avoid texting thumb, the Internet suggests you consider
a workout routine. For your thumb. This includes
thumb massage to increase flexibility and strength
training using an invention called thumbbells, which
are little weights that look like dumbbells – for the
thumb. The product promises to make your fattest
opposable digit a lean, mean texting machine. Honestly,
I couldn’t make this stuff up.

I don’t have any lofty ideas about speed texting or
whipping my thumbs into Olympic condition. My
phone may be smart, speedy and super efficient, but my
thumbs never will be. I’m okay with that. Besides, I’ve

got my own brand of cool and for now I’m satisfied to be
simply styling with my stylus.

---
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication.” You can read more and follow her
column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

When I was a young teenager, I spent a couple of weeks
attending basketball camps at Northern Michigan
University in Marquette. On one of those occasions, I can
vaguely recall my parents taking me to see the Picture
Rocks near Munising. 

I returned to the Lake Superior sandstone cliffs over the
weekend with my own family and was sweep away with
nature’s beauty, which took us 6 hours to reach by car.

There are several ways to view the many dunes and
waterfalls that help make up the Michigan Upper
Peninsula National Lakeshore. When I was a kid, we took
in the sights from the shoreline that offers several spec-
tacular viewing decks and trails. This time, however, we
rented a pontoon boat and did our sightseeing from the
water. 

Either way, the long drive is one I would recommend to
any nature lover. 

**********

On our way to the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore,
the Haires stopped at the Seney National Wildlife Refuge
a managed wetland in Schoolcraft County spanning an
area of 95,212 acres in the Upper Peninsula.
While it is oriented towards maintaining living space for

211 separate species of birds including ducks, bald
eagles, trumpeter swans, osprey, sandhill cranes, and
common loons, the Refuge is also home to otters,
beavers, moose, black bears and gray wolves.

However, on our visit we spotted few wild critters –
mainly painted turtles - while hiking the 2 mile walking
trail or while driving the 7 mile road that runs through the
wildness area. 
Is the refuge worth the cost of admission? Sure, it is free

of charge. 

**********

Another Upper Peninsula trip I fondly recall occur dur-
ing my college days when my roommate took me to fish
the Fox River. We launched our canoe near Seney and
floated the well-known trout stream for 2 days until
reaching Germfask. We had plenty of good brook trout
action during our drift, mainly in an area known as the
spreads, a section of water that offered many different
routes, but only one path leading out.

We were told by DNR officials that there was a good
chance we would get loss in that area of the river and
might have to retract our path to return to the main sec-
tion of water.

Luckily that never happened and the trip is one I would
like to make again.

**********

Here’s another fish story. The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources recently announced the final totals
from its spring fish-stocking efforts. The DNR’s Fisheries
Division stocked a total of 19,382,390 fish that weighed
383 tons and consisted of 10 different species and one
hybrid. To complete this task, it took nearly 400 stocking
trips to 739 stocking sites, with drivers traveling more
than 100,000 miles over the course of 2,168 hours, using
17 specialized stocking trucks. 

The number and type of fish stocked vary by hatchery,
as each location’s ability to rear fish varies because of
water supplies and temperature. In Michigan, there are 6
state and 2 cooperative hatcheries that work together to
produce the species, strain and size of fish needed by fish-
eries managers. These fish must then be delivered at a
specific time and location for stocking to ensure their suc-
cess. Each hatchery stocked the following fish this spring: 

• Marquette State Fish Hatchery (near Marquette)
stocked 603,381 yearling lake trout, brook trout and
splake (a cross of lake trout and brook trout) that in total
weighed 60,340 pounds. This hatchery stocked a total of
103 inland and Great Lakes sites using 62 trips that
required driving 17,684 miles over 438 hours. 

• Thompson State Fish Hatchery (near Manistique)
stocked 7,784,768 fish that included walleye fry, yearling
steelhead and brown trout, and spring fingerling Chinook
salmon. These fish weighed 125,263 pounds in total. This
hatchery stocked 89 sites (the majority located on the
Great Lakes) using 65 trips that required driving 16,072
miles over 416 hours. 

• Oden State Fish Hatchery (near Petoskey) stocked
638,498 yearling brown trout and rainbow trout that in
total weighed 120,470 pounds. This hatchery stocked 143
inland and Great Lakes sites using 74 trips that required
driving 21,296 miles over 545 hours. 

• Harrietta State Fish Hatchery (in Harrietta) stocked
1,097,050 yearling brown trout and rainbow trout that in
total weighed 112,512 pounds. This hatchery stocked 301
sites (the majority located inland) using 96 trips that
required driving 27,056 miles over 676 hours. 

• Platte River State Fish Hatchery (near Honor) stocked
2,518,933 fish that included yearling Atlantic salmon and
coho salmon, and spring fingerling Chinook salmon that
in total weighed 107,299 pounds. This hatchery stocked
36 sites (the majority located on the Great Lakes) using
36 trips that required driving 7,781 miles over 186 hours. 

• Wolf Lake State Fish Hatchery (near Kalamazoo)
stocked 4,536,703 fish that included walleye fry, yearling
steelhead, and spring fingerling Chinook salmon that in
total weighed 111,014 pounds. This hatchery stocked 67
sites (the majority located on the Great Lakes) using 52
trips that required driving 14,020 miles over 324 hours. 

• The cooperative teaching hatchery at Lake Superior
State University (in Sault Saint Marie) stocked 40,954
Atlantic salmon weighing 5,795 pounds into the St.
Marys River. 

The restocking efforts helps to pump between $2.4 bil-
lion and $4.2 billion into the state’s economy through the
sportfishing industry and associated businesses.

Tight lines my friends. 

Canfield deserves support
Editor,

As a lifelong resident of
Tuscola County and a
Caro-area farmer, I care
about Michigan’s future. I
work in a land-based
industry that doesn’t have
the luxury of packing up
and moving when the
going gets tough. I’m here
for the long haul.

Edward (Ned) Canfield
understands the opportuni-
ties and challenges facing
our state’s agriculture
industry. That’s why I’m
supporting him to serve in
the Michigan House of
Representatives represent-
ing the 84th District.
Aside from his connection

to agriculture, Ned
Canfield is always willing

to listen—interested in
learning about friends,
neighbors, patients and
his community. He and
his wife, Cheryl, have
been active members of
the community for more
than 20 years. Their kids
attended Unionville-
Sebewaing Area
Schools and they have
always been good, hon-
est people.

As a doctor, Ned was
disappointed with new
health insurance laws
restricting the time he
spent with patients.
When others stood idly
by watching the changes
take effect, he took a
leadership role serving
on the Blue Cross Blue

Please turn to page 6.
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Circuit court news

Several appear on felony charges

Tuscola County woman recovering
after accidentally shooting herself

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County woman is recov-
ering from injuries she suffered
when she accidentally shot herself
last week.

Tuscola County Sheriff’s deputies
are continuing their investigation
into the incident at a Waterman Road

residence in Fremont Township.
“Upon arriving (at the scene),

deputies found that a family dispute
had taken place. The victim, a 51-
year-old female, was able to tell offi-
cers that she had taken a shotgun out
to make a point. She said she
slammed the butt end on the floor
and the gun discharged, striking her
in the face,” Undersheriff Glen
Skrent reported.

Skrent said a FlightCare Helicopter
crew transported the victim to St.
Mary’s Medical Center in Saginaw,
where she was expected to recover.

The incident remains under investi-
gation, according to Skrent, who did
not release the victim’s name.
Assisting deputies at the scene were

the Mayville Police and Fire depart-
ments, MMR Ambulance and
Mayville Ambulance.

Elkton woman faces possession charge
by Tom Montgomery

Editor

A search warrant led to an Elkton woman’s arraignment
last week on charges that include marijuana possession.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported his
office, with assistance from the Elkton and Pigeon police
departments, recently served the warrant at 124 Maude
St. in the village of Elkton.
“Seized was marijuana, an unknown tan substance, pre-

scription medication and drug paraphilia such as a
syringe spoon, which commonly is used in connection
with intravenous injections of heroin,” Hanson said,
adding an occupant was also arrested on an unrelated
misdemeanor retail fraud warrant and lodged in the
Huron County Jail.

“That occupant, 42-year-old Erika A. Sprague of
Elkton, was formally arraigned in 73B District Court on

that unrelated retail fraud charge and an added misde-
meanor charge, authorized by the Huron County
Prosecutor’s Office, for possession of marijuana,”
Hanson added.

Sprague was later released on a $5,000 personal recog-
nizance bond after spending the weekend in jail.

Hanson said investigators are discussing possible addi-
tional charges in connection with the case.

He also reminds area residents that his department
encourages citizen tips regarding illegal drug activites,
which can be reported by calling (989) 269-6500 during
regular business hours, or Huron Central Dispatch’s
non-emergency number anytime at (989) 269-6421.

“Confidential callers can use our TIPS Line at (989)
269-2861,” the sheriff noted.  “We’re also available on
Facebook through our Huron County Sheriff’s Office
Drug Task Force Facebook page.

The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*David W. Bozeman III, 25, Clio,
received a one-year delayed sentence
following his plea of guilty to pos-
session of marijuana, second
offense, Jan. 29 in Cass City.

He was ordered to pay court costs
and fines totaling $698.

*John K. Shafor, 58, Mayville, was
sentenced to 60 days in jail and 60
months probation following his plea
of guilty to operating a motor vehicle
while under the influence of liquor,
third offense, Feb. 15 in Fremont
Township.

He was also ordered to complete
480 hours of community service and
pay costs and fines totaling $698
plus restitution of $250.

*Aaron A. Pacynski, 23, Bay City,

pleaded guilty to one count of pos-
session of marijuana, second
offense, July 21, 2013, in Gilford
Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $4,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Nicholas D. French, 36, Kingston,
was sentenced to two days in jail and
36 months probation following his
plea of no contest to assault with a
dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) between March 18 and
March 22 in Koylton Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (one prior felony con-
viction).

In addition to jail time, he was
ordered to pay costs and fines total-
ing $698.

*Brian A. Maskell, 27, Caro, was

convicted on a charge of interfering
with electronic communications
June 1 in Caro.  He was also convict-
ed of being an habitual offender (one
prior felony conviction).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$4,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Rocky L. Janowski, 50,
Millington, pleaded no contest to a
charge of aggravated stalking
between February 2013 and Feb. 6,
2014, in Millington.  He was also
convicted of being an habitual
offender (one prior felony convic-
tion).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $5,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
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Muntz made short work of 53 acres

of wheat. Five combines furnished

by Dave Milligan, Pisarek Brothers

and Laurie Farms and a host of vol-

unteers with trucks harvested the

field in 2-1/2 hours. Good turns like

this are what is best in small town

living. 

Raymond A. Hrycko, son of

Thomas J. Hrycko and Carol M.

Hrycko, both of Gagetown, is among

the students named to the dean’s list

at Kalamazoo College. 

The Cass City Little League

Champion Yankees are Time Marker,

Anthony Walther, Shawn Zawilinski,

Mike Bolton, Brent Morley, Blake

Hall, Jim Bolton, coach, Corey

Ulfig, Norris Lounsbury, Andy

Cherniawski, Jason Morgan, Mike

Marshall, Doug Hall, Coach, Dan

Ulfig, manager

A group of area residents led by Phil

Robinson, Cass City, installed 20

new horseshoe pits at the Cass City

Gun Club for the M-46 Horseshoe

Association tournament. A total of

40 area pitchers attended the 2-day

event, locals Phil Robinson and Les

Auten both of Cass City placed in

the tournament. 

David Bills caught and released this

trophy size smallmouth bass while

fishing in the Cass River last week.

Bills wouldn’t divulge exactly where

he landed the 18”, 3.5 pound beauty,

but he did reveal he was using a “Mr.

Twister” lure. David, 13-years-old, is

the son of Tom and Janene Bills.

Cass City native Brewster Shaw is

gearing up for his third and possibly

final mission as a space shuttle crew

member. The 44-year-old U.S. Air

Force Colonel will serve as the com-

mander of the shuttle Columbia

(STS-28)

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

Wendy Ware of Cass City has been

named to the dean’s list for the sec-

ond semester at Spring Arbor

College. Wendy is the daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Ferris Ware. 

Navy Aviation Support Equipment

Technician Airman Apprentice Joel

A. Galloway, son of Lee and Dorris

Galloway of Decker has been pro-

moted to his present rank while serv-

ing aboard the aircraft carrier USS

Enterprise. He joined the navy in

1977.

Winners of the “Olympic Bonanza”

games held in the village park were

as follows. Penny Pitch –Billy

Sattleburg, Dave McArthur. Water

balloon throw – 9-12 years: Jim

Crawley and Fred Boyce, Jeanne

Weaver and Theresa Boyce. 7-8

years old: John and Scott

Vandenbossche, Cheryl and Mike

Boyce. Egg toss-9-11 years old:

Rusty Schneeberger and Donny

Herron, Katy Scollon and Angela

Herron. Donut Eating – 5-7 years:

Wendy Weaver. 8-10 years: Theresa

Boyce. 11-14 years: Dick Green.

Basketball free throw: 8-10 years:

Jeanne Weaver. Obstacle Course-

Kenny Micklash, Larry Miller and

Jamie LaRoche. 

Local meat inspectors Tom

Lounsbury, Eddie Paladi and Wilbur

Norrington discuss lower meat qual-

ity if meat inspection standards are

passed under federal law. Current

Michigan standards require a state

inspector to be present in slaughter

or packing houses whenever an ani-

mal is being slaughtered and

processed no matter what the facility

size. Under federal control, there

would only be inspectors at meat

plants which process meat to be sold

at retail and operate full-time, small-

er facilities only doing small custom

orders would only be inspected

every 6 months. 
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Down Memory Lane
by Krysta Boyce

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

Tuscola County Sherriff’s deputies

received time-and-a-half for the

overtime they worked during

President Nixon’s visit to Cass City.

The board chairman Shuford Kirk

approved a total of $170 that will be

spread among the 14 officers as

overtime pay. 

Mike Holik of Cass City an avid

collector and seller of art specializ-

ing in velvet paintings he collected

in Juarez, Mexico. Holik recently

participated in the annual Cass City

Sidewalk Sales selling the unique

art. 

Taking a break from hot chef duties

at this year’s Chamber of Commerce

Ox Roast held at Wildwood Farms

are Lorn Hillaker, Myles Coleman

and Duane Chippi. 

Contest winner was Pam Ross who

received a new crib from

Schneeberger’s. Glenda Hallock

congratulates Mrs. John Ross.

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

Emil Bills, 24, received burns on

his hands when he accidentally

received a 5,000-volt charge while

testing telephone cable in a General

Insulated Wire Works laboratory. 

Jack Gallagher scratches his head as

he ponders how to get this two-ton

truck out of his barn basement. First

rain drove him out of the wheat field

and then when he had Roy Wagg

back the truck-load of wheat into the

barn, the floor gave way, dropping it

into the basement. Then the wagon

load of hay on the right fell on the

truck and for all Jack cares, it can

stay there. 

Winner of the grand prize bicycles

in an anniversary celebration at Erla

Food Center were Jan Glaspie and

Bobby Kozan both of Cass City. 

Jim Mark, one of Cass City area’s

many hi-fi set builders, puts a platter

on his attractive homemade outfit.

Hi-fi building, both in monaural and

stereo, continues to be one of the

favorite projects of local hobbyists.

Local Boy Scouts attending the

National Jamboree at Valley Forge,

Pa., are: Robert Doerr, David

MacRae, Fred Ryan, Michael Root

and James Husa the boys first visited

Washington, D.C., en route to the

Jamboree.

75 YEARS AGO (1939)

Some people think the automobiles

of the future will run a great deal

faster than they do now, reaching 45

miles per hour. People think they

will reach speeds of 125 to 150 miles

per hour will be more or less com-

mon.

Ideal weather, large crowd, fine

entertainment, and good food char-

acterized the Evangelical Sunday

School picnic at the county park.

Jacob Hillers’ class of boys arranged

races and contests, and a baseball

game and swimming occupied the

remainder of the afternoon for the

approximate 110 who attended.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)

The army worm has been discov-

ered in the vicinity of Pigeon and has

worked its way eastward across

Huron County., destroying 2,500

acres of crops in the communities of

Pigeon, Elkton, Bad Axe, Verona and

Harbor Beach. Farmers are instruct-

ed to plow two or three furrows

around their fields to stop the worm

from infecting their crop. Reports

stated the worm is always present in

Michigan, but the late and cold

spring was suited to its propagation. 

A. Clifford Edgerton, a science

teacher at Cass City High School,

lost a toe nail and was painfully

bruised when he was thrown from

his motorcycle. The fall was caused

by a collision with an automobile on

East Main Street. Edgerton’s motor-

cycle was thrown into a ditch while

the vehicle, belonging to James

Brackenbury, suffered broken lamps

and torn spokes from a front wheel. 

From July 1, 1913 to Jan. 1, 1914,

138 cars of beans, or 94,875 bushels,

were shipped from Cass City.

According to a local buyer, the ship-

ments from the last six months of the

season were heavier than the first

half, and the total number of cars of

beans shipped out for the year end-

ing July 1, 1914 would easily reach

195,937 bushels. 
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5 YEARS AGO (2009) 

Cass City High School continues to

undergo a facelift of sorts via bond

dollars that are paying for a host of

improvements, including new win-

dows, new offices, a remodeled bus

garage and renovation of the central

kitchen facilities. School Supt. Ron

Wilson said R.C. Hendrick & Son,

Inc., Saginaw, which is overseeing

the work. Construction and renova-

tion is also underway for Campbell

Elementary and at the middle school.

The 2008-09 All-State Senior All-

Star Volleyball Classic will be held

at Kellogg Arena in

Battle Creek. This tournament is put

together to showcase the top senior

volleyball players from across the

state and give them the final oppor-

tunity to compete with and against

the best.  Seventy athletes and 30

coaches have been invited to partici-

pate, and Carly Howard of Cass City

High School has accepted the invita-

tion and will play in the All-Star

Classic.

Rawson Memorial Library recently

hosted a magic show in conjunction

with its Summer Reading Program.

The magician, Gordon Russ, enter-

tained a large group of young chil-

dren from around Cass City.

Sanvayn Cuthrell, 7, of Cass City

(right) who was one of 3 children

chosen to assist Russ with his differ-

ent comical tricks. 

Jennifer Marston recently graduat-

ed with a Doctor of Physical Therapy

Degree from Central Michigan

University. She is the daughter of

Gary and Betty Marston, and the

granddaughter of Jim and Marie

Brown, all of Snover, and the great-

granddaughter of the late Glen and

Jenny Churchill of Cass City

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

Local Jaime Englehart promotes

her upcoming concert at Davenport

University as well as sales of her

debut CD, The Girl Next Door,

which came out July 3 the concert

was sponsored by Foundation

Records, who released her CD.

Fred and Gail Tuckey know how

fortunate they are to enjoy a com-

fortable living and provide for all of

the needs of their 3 young children.

That point was driven home on a

recent mission trip to southern

Mexico where the Cass City couple

saw first-hand how some poor fami-

lies in mountainous villages are

forced to live, and learned about

plans to construct an orphanage that

will provide shelter not only for chil-

dren, but also adults who need help.

The workers from Scout Troop 500

who volunteered to build two patio

planter boxes on the west patio of

Northwood Meadows were Ray

Ellis, Lysa Knight, Rick Kulinski,

Brianne Smith, Lora Kulinski, Andy

Ellis, Kyle Hanby, Clinton Ellis,

Natalie Ellis, Rita Hanby and Jeffrey

Bliss. 

Robin Messing spent the semester

attending Ballarat University in

Victoria, Australia as part of a study

abroad program through Saginaw

Valley State University. The 19-year-

old Cass City native enjoyed skydiv-

ing and rock climbing during the

stay. 

Area resident Dick Szarapski is a

lifelong gardener who enjoys reap-

ing the fruits of his labor each year.

His gardens are a healthy mix of veg-

etables and flowers. The secret he

says, is ensuring good topsoil forti-

fied naturally with compost, occa-

sionally applying lime and, of

course, keeping the weeds in check. 

The annual Lounsbury-Dean family

reunion recently took place at the

home Tom and Ginny Lounsbury

with 70 in attendance. The oldest

Lounsbury descendent was Jessie

Goodall. Ten-month-old McKenna

Lounsbury daughter of Jake and

Stacy Lounsbury was the youngest

descendent. 

25 YEARS AGO (1989)

Mrs. Laura Ball had a cookout,

guests were Mary Scoton of Holiday,

Fla., Mr. and Mrs. Ed Morier of

Snover, Mr. and Mrs. Arnold LaPeer,

Mr. and Mrs. Laurence Bartle, Mr.

and Mrs. Lee Hendrick, all of Cass

City and Mrs. Ted Kain of

Gagetown. 

Neighbors and friends of Howard

Simple economics:

grill and save cash 

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Folks in my generation (and those much older, of course) will know what I’m

talking about when I reminisce about trips to the candy store as a kid.

Do you remember penny candy that actually cost a penny?  Or the squeaky

wooden floors in that old dime store you frequented as a kid?  How about the

unmistakable sweet smell of all those candies, all wafting together?

Penny candy was quite a bargain.  Or so I thought until I came across an item

on Bankrate.com.  Now I’m not so sure.

The story, penned by Stacy Jones and entitled “The cost of summer fun

through the years”, relates how prices from yesteryear always seem like they

were much lower than what we pay today – month-long cruises for a couple

hundred bucks, luxury hotel rooms for less than $20, and so on.

Heck, most kids today probably never even heard of a “dime store”, but you

can bet they know all about “dollar stores”.

Anyway, those “low” prices of the past aren’t always so economical when

adjusted for inflation (AFI), according to Jones’ research.

Take America’s favorite pastime — baseball — for example.  According to

the article, a baseball glove cost around $4.20 back in the 1920s, compared to

$30 in 2014.  Adjust the figure to include inflation and that glove back in the

1920s cost more like $59.48.

The same goes for a Louisville Slugger.  It cost $2 bucks in the old days, but

the estimated cost is $27.82 when adjusted for inflation, compared to today’s

price of roughly $40.  Still a bargain, unlike the baseball that cost $1.39 in the

1920s, but was more like $19 after inflation, compared to $7 today.

There’s good new for the outdoor grillers among us; hamburger that cost just

24 cents a pound back in 1935 translates into a whopping $4.17 a pound today

once you toss in inflation (the going rate for burger was $3.55 a pound when

this article was published).  And, ketchup was 77 percent more expensive in

1905 compared to today.

The story also addresses yard chores.  The list price for a mower in 1924 was

somewhere around $18, but the price jumps to $250.42 with inflation.  A com-

parable mower costs about $300 today, according to the story.

Of course, the lesson here is crystal clear, guys.  Put off that lawnmower pur-

chase for a few weeks, buy a new grill and save tons of money by stocking up

on burger and ketchup.

Now that’s what I call smart economics.

Leo Essenmacher knows the value of a county fair to the community.
The Harbor Beach native often does a lot of business in Cass City and

commented that, in his time traveling between the two counties, he has
noticed that communities don’t come together better than when they have
something to enjoy as one.

For many, this community activity is the county fair. 
Essenmacher himself loves going to the fair to see the animals, and has

been to the Huron County fair several times during his lifetime.
“I like looking at the animals at

the fair,” he said. “I don’t care for
the tractor pulls since I’ve lived
on a farm my whole life and I’ve
seen enough of that,” he added,
laughing.

Regardless of the community he
feels he has ties to, whether
Harbor Beach or Cass City,
Essenbacher’s view is the same;
he believes fairs help to foster
family values and allow everyone
a chance for family fun during the
summer, as well as teaching chil-
dren participating in the fair a
sense of responsibility. 

“I think it is good for the young
kids,” he said. “It gives them incentive to work towards something and
helps teach them responsibility.”

County fairs a great
experience for kids

by Andie Peck

Staff Writer

Leo Essenmacher
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Shield of Michigan board. He will
use that same leadership and experi-
ence to represent our community.

Ned Canfield is a physician, hus-
band, father, veteran and small busi-
ness owner ready and willing to

Continued from page 3.
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serve the residents of Huron and
Tuscola counties.
If you care about Michigan’s future,

you should vote for Edward (Ned)
Canfield on Aug. 5.

Sincerely,
Carl Bednarski
Caro

Candidate deserves support

Heart condition ruled cause in fatal crash 
Continued from page one.

been traveling eastbound on Gilford
Road at a high rate of speed when the
driver ran a stop sign and lost con-
trol.

“The vehicle then rolled over
numerous times, ending up in the
roadway,” Skrent said.  “Both the
driver and passenger were ejected
from the vehicle.  FlightCare
responded to transport one of the
victims and MMR transported the
other.”

The names of the occupants were
not released by investigators, who
said they believe speed and alcohol
were both factors in the accident.
“The details of the crash are still
being investigated and no other
information is available at this time,”
Skrent added.

FATAL CRASH

A Silverwood man was killed and
his passenger critically injured in a

one-vehicle accident reported July
12 on South Hurds Corner Road near
East Bevens Road in Wells
Township, troopers from the
Michigan State Police post in Caro
reported.

The victim was identified as Mark
A. DeVine, 48.

Troopers dispatched to the scene
arrived to find the driver of the vehi-
cle had been ejected and the passen-
ger had been partially ejected from
the vehicle, according to reports,
which state witnesses and a trooper
performed CPR on DeVine, but were
unsuccessful in reviving him.

The passenger, identified as Brian
Enos, 45, of Caro, was transported to
St. Mary’s Medical Center in
Saginaw by MMR Ambulance.

Troopers said neither occupant was
wearing a seatbelt and alcohol is sus-
pected to have been a factor in the
crash.

The Tuscola County Sheriff’s
Department, Mayville Ambulance,

MMR Ambulance, Caro Fire
Department and a DNR officer all
assisted troopers at the scene.

Also recently, Sanilac County
Sheriff’s deputies reported a
motorist suffered non-life threaten-
ing injuries in a one-vehicle accident
in Sanilac County’s Argyle
Township.

Sgt. Brad Siemen said the crash
occurred Saturday morning on
Argyle Road near Wheatland Road.

“According to deputies, a 2002
Chevrolet Prizm driven by 19-year-
old Alicia Hanks of Lexington was
traveling eastbound on Argyle Road
and lost control on the gravel por-
tion, causing her to enter the south
side ditch and roll over several
times,” Siemen said.  “Hanks was
treated at the scene by Argyle Fire
and Rescue and Sanilac EMS and
was later transported to Deckerville
Hospital.”

Hanks was wearing a seatbelt,
Siemen noted.

Stand-off ends in arrest, no one injured

Department arrived and Hanson
accompanied the air crew in an effort
to locate the suspect.

“Minutes later, the suspect was
located in the woods. He also had
begun talking with deputies via his
cell phone, as he had reached out to

Continued from page one. them after the helicopter arrived,”
Hanson said.  “After refusing to
come out of the woods at first, he
eventually cooperated and was taken
into custody, roughly three hours
after this incident began.”

Hanson noted the suspect made no
threats toward the deputies, and no
one was injured. His weapons were

confiscated and his truck has been
impounded.

“The 49-year-old Caseville area
suspect remains lodged in our jail on
felonious assault charges. Formal
charges will be sought from the
Prosecutor’s Office (Monday),” he
added.

Area ag outlook good, despite late start 
Continued from page one.

2014

total value of $33,837,300, while
Tuscola County saw a total value of
$38,252,000. Huron County’s total
production was 2,583,000 bushels
and Tuscola County’s total produc-
tion was 2,920,000 bushels. 

The 2013 total value of wheat in
Huron County was $35,918,700 and
in Tuscola County it was
$19,751,600. The value per bushel
for both counties was $6.70.

Battel said that if the weather
remains wet, there are some con-
cerns about wheat, because too
much moisture can cause the grain
to sprout before harvesting.

“Right now it appears the rain is
early enough that we are not con-
cerned about sprouts,” he said. 

Overall, despite the rainy weather,
Battel says the crops are looking
good and the region’s producers
should enjoy a timely harvest. 

“Crop progress is doing well,
despite the late planting,” he said.

“In about six weeks we should have
an idea for yields.”
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Hills & Dales Center for Rehabilitation 
Fitness Center (Cass City Only) 989.872.2084 

989.673.4999 
989.658.8611

Cass City Medical Practice 
4674 Hill Street 

 
 

989.872.8202

Cass City Family Practice 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 106 

 
 

989.872.8303

Cass City Primary Care 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 103 

 
989.872.5010

Hills & Dales General Surgery 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 107 

 
989.872.5582

Thumb Pediatrics 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 105 

 
 

989.872.8503

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Hills & Dales Orthopedic Clinic 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 104 

 
989.912.6115

Ubly Medical Clinic 
2254 Main St. 

 
989.658.9191

Kingston Family Practice 
 

 
 

989.683.8065

Family Health Care of Cass City 
6230 Hospital Drive 

 
 

989.872.2410

Hills & Dales After Hours Clinic 
989.912.6114 

HOURS:  Mon-Fri | 5pm - 9pm 

Hospital Drive Pharmacy 
(An affiliate of Hills & Dales General Hospital) 

989.912.6061

4675 Hill Street  Cass City 
989.872.2121  www.hdghmi.org

  13 Clinic Locations
  13 Employed Physicians
  State-of-the-Art Facility 

        & Technology
  Award winning patient care!
  24 Hour Emergency Room

Why travel anywhere else?
Hills & Dales General Hospital 
in Cass City – we are 
HERE for you!

Call 989-872-2121 to schedule 
an appointment today!
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Community bids Perry farewell, good luck

member of Cass City, has made to
the town.
“When not running the show he has

also helped many organizations from
being a cheerleader on the sidelines
at Pinktober, for example, to being
on the front lines helping place flags
at the cemetery to honor our fallen
veterans on Memorial Day,” she
said.

“I will be helping build a bridge
between the Jewish and Christian
communities of Las Vegas,” Perry
said. 

Perry added that the organization
will also be working toward support-
ing the State of Israel, explaining
that he hopes that as part of this
internship he can help bridge the gap
between the Jewish and Christian
people and ease rising tensions. 

He explained that one of the ways
that he, as part of the Friends of
Israel, will support the State of Israel
is by volunteering at a Holocaust
library, as well as volunteering at
synagogues in the city and helping to
present the feasts of Israel.

“I unfortunately have realized that
anti-Semitism is on the rise, espe-
cially on college campuses, and I

Continued from page one. hope to show through my actions
that Jewish people have friends and
supporters in the Christian commu-
nity,” he said.  

The internship, which will last
through the end of May 2015, will
give Perry firsthand experience in
work projects, Bible studies, website
creation, writing ‘good news’
brochures and distributing Hebrew
scriptures. 

Perry will join five other interns
from all over the country to help
spread the message and work of
Friends of Israel.

He originally became interested in
the organization after traveling to
Israel with FOI in 2012, as part of
the Our Resolve Is Giving Israel
Never-Ending Support team.  

“It helped me realize that this is my
calling,” he said. 

Perry is excited about this the new
opportunity and is anticipating posi-
tive things during his upcoming out-
reach. 

“I’m looking forward to going out
of my comfort zone,” he said.
“Going from Cass City to any larger
city will have a lot of challenges, and
I think it will be interesting to meet

those challenges and conquer them.”
Perry has already had the chance to

do some traveling.
In June 2011 he spent two weeks in

Uganda, Africa, working with an
orphanage ministry where he also
wrote a winning essay that earned
him the chance to travel with FOI to
Israel in 2012. 

Locally, Perry has worked for five
years at Rawson Memorial District
Library. He’s been involved in many
community projects around town,
including helping to organizer the
Elkland Township Cemetery Walk,
the Christmas parade and the Cass
City Freedom Festival Grand
Parade, as well as being active in
community organizations such as the
Cass City Area Historical Society
and Tuscola County Right to Life.

And while he’s excited to begin his
internship, there are many things he
will miss about Cass City. 

“Cass City has been my home for
23 years,” he said. “I’ve done some
traveling and I’ve never found any
place like it. I’m going to miss
knowing everybody and I’m going to
miss being in a small town.”

BOB HIRN and his wife, Mary Ann (above), were

among those who personally wished Perry good

luck on his upcoming internship.

THE HOUSE was full as a host of residents in the Cass City community

attended Tyler Perry’s farewell at Rawson Memorial District Library.  Perry

will leave next month for an internship with The Friends of Israel.  His work

will involve “building bridges” between the Christian and Jewish communi-

ties in the Las Vegas area. 

road.”
Peters said the club decided to use

some grants available through their
organization to fix up the park and
make it a more community-friendly
place.

“We decided to use some of our
money and some of the Rotary
International’s money to complete
the construction,” she added.  
They achieved the goal by applying

for a grant, called a district grant,
which has a stipulation that the
money must be used for the well-
being or improvement of the local
club’s community, including for
humanitarian projects and scholar-
ships, among other options. 

Peters explained that the grant
matched the club’s money that they
had available for the project for up to
$5,000. 

“When we donate money, part of it
comes back to us in the form of
grants,” Peters noted. 

Continued from page one.

Cass City Rotary Club set
to complete improvements
at Rotary Park in village

She pointed out club members used
the funding to add a fence along the
front of the park with an arch that
reads Cass City and the Rotary
International symbol, as well as
stamped concrete in the circular
walkway that runs through the park. 

While the fencing has been com-
pleted, the stamped concrete is still
in progress but should be completed
soon.

“We have talked about adding
another fence along the back of the
park facing the parking lot, but for
now we’re just sticking to the fence
along the front,” Peters said.

She added that some local
Rotarians, in a way, helped finance
the park. 

The late Ben Hobart, Gerald
Prieskorn and Tom Proctor, all past
members of the Cass City Rotary
Club, left money to the club that par-
tially helped finance the project, in
addition to the district grant and
existing club money.

RECENT IMPROVEMENTS to Rotary Park were

financed through club funds, as well as local

Rotarian memorial funds and a district grant.

Stamped concrete will be added to the inside of the

park soon. 
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Pastor’s corner

Attention clergymen!

The Chronicle welcomes your submissions to be published

along with our weekly church directory. Please submit your let-

ter and a photo of yourself to chronicle@ccchronicle.net or

Cass City Chronicle P.O. Box 115, Cass City, MI 48726 or stop

by at the corner of Oak and Main at 6550 Main St., Cass City.
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SEASONAL JOBS 
AVAILABLE 

 
Join the Michigan Sugar Seasonal 
Employee team and earn extra 

money this fall. 
 

Locations throughout 
 and  

Bay City 
 
Applications are being accepted at 

all factory locations beginning  
Monday, July 21, 2014 

 
Call 1-877-41SUGAR 
to learn how to apply. 

 
Michigan Sugar Company is an 
Equal Opportunity Employer. 
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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MICHIGAN GOV. Rick Snyder (center) visited a pair of Thumb farming

operations last Wednesday.  The stops were Michigan Farm Bureau President

Wayne Wood’s (far right) 300-head dairy farm in Marlette, and at John

Streiter’s hay farm near Bay Port.

Campaign trail brings governor to
Thumb to visit farming operations 

Gov. Rick Snyder’s campaign trail
took him to a pair of farms in
Michigan’s Thumb last Wednesday,
when he reiterated his commitment
to the state’s food and farm sector.

The appearances were scheduled
for Snyder to launch of his reelection
bid’s “Farmers for Rick” social
media campaign.
Snyder stopped first at the 300-head

dairy farm that’s home to Michigan
Farm Bureau (MFB) President
Wayne H. Wood. Currently run by
Wood, his brother and their sons, the
farm outside Marlette in southwest-
ern Sanilac County has been in the
family more than a century.

“Too many Michiganians were
starting to believe our best days were
behind us—that we were falling

behind,” Snyder said. “But there was
always one shining light—agricul-
ture.”

Counting the food and farm sector
as among Michigan’s “big three”
industries, Snyder lauded its role in
helping buoy the state through the
recent recession.

“Now Michigan is the comeback
state. Let’s keep going with
progress,” Snyder said. “Our work is
not done.”

Snyder pointed to three key areas
where the industry must keep the
pedal to the metal: research and
development, value-added process-
ing and export growth.

MFB’s political action committee,
AgriPac, offered the incumbent gov-
ernor its Friend of Agriculture
endorsement back in April—an

unprecedented move for the farm
organization, which Wood admitted
“doesn’t always move too fast.”

Snyder has been keenly in tune with
agriculture’s challenges and opportu-
nities since he took office,” Wood
said, citing ag-friendly measures
such as the codification of the
Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program and the recent
move to increase flexibility within
the Michigan Merit Curriculum,
allowing students more opportunity
to pursue career-technical education.

After his brief comments and min-
gling with the 120 Thumb denizens
in attendance, the Snyder camp
headed north for a second appear-
ance at John Streiter’s hay farm near
Bay Port in western Huron County.

Edward Lewicki

Edward Lewicki, 90, of Kingston,
died following a lengthy battle with
cancer Sunday, July 13, 2014, in his
home with his family by his side.

He was born Nov. 24, 1923, in
Detroit to John and Bernice
(Czanecki) Lewicki.  He married
Anna Buniack Kupiec Sept. 28,
1957, at St. Michael Catholic
Church, Wilmot.

Ed served in the U.S. Army during
World War II in the Philippines and
in Japan during the occupation at the
conclusion of the war.  He returned
home to the family farm and was
employed in the housing industry for
Guerdon Homes and Active Homes
in Marlette retiring in 1992 as plant
manager after over 40 years of serv-
ice.

He was an active member of St.
Michael Catholic Church, serving on
the parish council, ushers club and
singing with the parish choir.  He
also served the people of the
Kingston Community as a member
of the Kingston Fire Department,
retiring in 1992 after 30 years of
service as a fire fighter.  Ed was a
member of the village council and a
member of the zoning committee
and the board of review.  He was also
a member of Kingston VFW Post
#5317 and Knights of Columbus
Cass City-Gagetown Council #8892.

Ed is survived by his wife, Anna;
children:  David (Gail Kane)
Lewicki of Phoenix, AZ, Daniel
(Araceli) Lewicki of Rockford,
Thomas (Deborah Underhill)
Lewicki of Rockford, Ronald
(Wendy) Lewicki of Macomb,
Patricia (Larry) Tomaszewski of
Caro, Marjorie Biebel of Caro,
William Kupiec of Kingston; sisters,
Wanda Schram of Warren, Helen
Piana of Madison Heights; brother-

in-law, Carl (Evelyn) Buniack of
Snover; sister-in-law, Stella Lewicki
of Houghton Lake; 14 grandchil-
dren; six great-grandchildren; and
many nieces and nephews.  He was
preceded in death by his parents,
John and Bernice Lewicki; brothers:
Stanley Lewicki and Joseph Hardy;
and sisters:  Sophie Jacquays,
Jeanette Wesolowski and Lillian
Hardy.

Funeral services were held
Thursday, July 17, 2014, at Our Lady
Consolata Parish, St. Michael
Catholic Church, Wilmot, with the
Rev. Christian Tabares officiating.

Interment was in St. Michael
Cemetery, Wilmot.  Pallbearers for
Mr. Lewicki:  Jeremy Lewicki,
Andrew Lewicki, David Lewicki,
Daniel Lewicki, Thomas Lewicki,
William Kupiec.  Military honors
under the direction of U.S. Army and
Kingston VFW Post#5317.

Memorials may be made to
Kingston Fire and Rescue or the
Kingston Lions Club.  Family and
friends may share memories, prayers
and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.  
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home of Kingston.

Thomas Ruby

Thomas Clark Ruby, 70, of
Longwood, Fla., passed away peace-
fully on July 19, 2014, with his fam-
ily by his side.

Tom was born July 19, 1944, to
Phoebe and the late Perry Ruby in
Tampa, Fla.

Tom graduated from Lakeview
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High School before attending
Clemson University.  After a year at
Clemson, Tom transferred to
Western Kentucky University where
he graduated with a teaching degree
and also was a four-year letter win-
ner in football for the Hilltoppers.

He was a school teacher, track
coach and most notably a football
coach for over 35 years.  Tom
coached and taught at several local
schools including Lake Highland
Preparatory, Trinity, Edgewater and
Seminole, where he was part of the
2008 state championship team.  In
2013, Tom was inducted into the
Lake Highland Preparatory Hall of
Fame.

Tom was known to many as hus-
band, coach, dad, son, brother,
grandfather, uncle, father-in-law,
friend and mentor.  He will be sadly
missed by the many people that had
the pleasure of being a part of his
unique life.

He is survived by his blessed and
loving wife, Susan; daughter
Kimberly Bledsoe (Bryan), Apopka,
Fla.; son Eric Ruby (Stephanie),
Tampa, Fla.;  daughter Ashley
Patrick (Al), Cass City;  grandsons
Carter and Trent Patrick, and Austin
Ruby; brother Perry M. Ruby
(Alice), Port Charlotte, Fla;  brother
Chipley O. Ruby (Lise’), Debary,
Fla..  He was preceded in death by
his father, Perry Ruby.

Memorial services will be held at
Northland Community Church on
Thursday July 24, 2014, at 1 p.m.  A
reception will be held at Timacuan
Golf Club immediately following the
service.


