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A RIBBON cutting ceremony was held Friday at Evergreen Park to mark the

completion of the latest upgrades to the recreational facility. Pictured here,

John Frazier, grant writer, and Earl DesJardins, senior project engineer, cut

the ribbon to the new park expansion while Louise Blasius, parks board mem-

ber, and Roger Ballard, chairman of the parks board, look on. 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The long Independence Day holiday weekend brought a loss of freedom for
a pair of Thumb women — one from the Ubly area and another from
Gagetown — who were arrested on separate felony heroin charges.

Huron County Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson reported on the investigations last
week, saying deputies and Bad Axe police arrested an Ubly resident July 3
following a controlled heroin buy in the parking lot of the Walmart store in
Bad Axe.

“Tracy L. Janik, age 35, was taken into custody shortly thereafter and
lodged in our jail for a felony heroin delivery charge,” Hanson said.  “She

THE DEFORD Dazzlers, a local 4-H group, work

with science in any form, from rocketry to engi-

neering. They will be participating in the Tuscola

County Fair this year. 

Fair Time!
Deford 4-Hers shine light on projects focusing on
science, technology, engineering and math skills

133rd annual Tuscola
County Fair July 20-26

Cemetery Walk organizers plan to 
expand tours during ‘14 fall tours

Tickets go on sale in August

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Organizers of the Elkland Township Cemetery Walk are
again inviting area residents to take a trip back in time
this fall to “meet” several of Cass City’s notable citizens.

Preparations are well underway for the second annual
event, and officials are encouraging those planning to
attend to purchase their tickets early.

“We are really looking forward to this year’s cemetery
walk,” commented Tyler Perry, who along with Rawson
Memorial District Library Director Kate Van Auken
played key roles in organizing the popular tour back in
time at the Cass City area cemetery.

“Last year, we had only a month to plan and were
unsure what the community’s response would be to an
event at the cemetery,” Perry added.  “We were happily
surprised to find that it was a huge success, with over
100 people in attendance.”

“This year, we have a whole new set of characters and
cast, as well as changes to the tour format.  Due to the
large turnout last year, we have added an extra tour group
to each tour time, which means we will be able to accom-
modate 150 people at this year’s event — 75 at each tour
time,” Perry explained.  “We also plan to have a shuttle
wagon during the 2 p.m. tour for those who are handi-
capped.”
Tickets will cost $7 and go on sale Monday, Aug. 25, at

Rawson Memorial District Library in Cass City.  Tickets
are limited and will not be available at the event, which
is scheduled for Sunday, Sept. 28, with tours starting at
2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
While the walk is designed to be entertaining as well as

educational, organizers also utilize the event as a
fundraiser in conjunction with Cass City’s “Pinktober”
celebration.

“While we do want to promote local history and the
beautifully maintained Elkland Township Cemetery, this
is a fundraiser for the American Cancer Society,” said
Perry, who noted $700 was raised during the 2013 ceme-
tery walk.

“We hope to raise at least $1,050 for that organization
(this year),” he added.  “All the proceeds from the tick-
et sales go directly to the American Cancer Society.  It’s
great to know we are offering an event that fosters inter-
est in the history of the community while raising funds
for such a necessary and worthy cause.”

This year’s “cast from the past” includes Dave
McArthur portraying Art Holmberg, Tom Montgomery
as Frederick Klump, Eric Brown as Dr. E.L. Morris,
Cindy Carr as Elizabeth Pinney, Ashley Patrick as Belle
Schwaderer, Dotty Scollon as Helen Stevens, David
Boots as Milo Warner, Dennis Meck as Jacob Maier, Al
Patrick as E.B. Schwaderer, and Barb Graff as Lucy Lee.

Also scheduled to appear is a special guest from Cass
City’s past, but organizers aren’t revealing a name.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

A Tuscola County tradition spanning more than 130 years will get under-
way Sunday at the fairgrounds in Caro, home of the Tuscola County Fair.

The 133rd annual fair, slated for Sunday, July 20, through Saturday, July
26, again promises plenty of family fun and entertainment for all ages
throughout the week at the bargain “pay one price” admission of $10, which
covers admission, parking, grandstand entertainment and unlimited rides
(Tuesday through Saturday).

The week’s schedule includes a special “Kids’ Day”, Tuesday, which will
also mark the opening of the carnival at noon.  Youths ages 14 and under will
be admitted for $8 until 6 p.m.  A Kids’ Day Activity Tent (outside the

Please turn to page 4.

Gagetown, Ubly women
facing heroin charges

Winding down

Please turn to page 6

Ballot loaded with state races 
as the primary election nears

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Rockets and robots probably aren’t
the first projects that come to mind
when you think about 4-Hers show-
casing their talents at the Tuscola
County Fair.

But today’s 4-H offerings include a
number of projects outside the realm
of raising and showing livestock.

The Deford Dazzlers, an area 4-H
group, know this better than anyone. 
“We do a variety of projects, includ-

ing electronics projects,” group
leader Patricia Hansen said, adding
that in any given year the group
completes five to eight STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics) projects.

The goal of the group is to build
interest in the sciences and help pro-
mote science in Tuscola County. 

Hansen, who serves as coordina-
tor/director of the Deford area club
along with her husband, Mark, noted
the group draws participants from all
over the county.

“We focus on teaching science,”
she explained. “We focus on mentor-
ing and working with the kids.”

The club regularly explores a vari-
ety of high-tech projects, including
electronics projects that require them
to create schematics and etch their

own copper boards and wire them.
They also completed projects in
rocketry and aeronautics. 

Hansen indicated she’s looking for-
ward to the group’s participation in
the fair this year, and said it’s some-
thing the group looks forward to
every year. 

She said the projects they have
completed up to this point have been
more than enough preparation for the
fair. 

“We completed a ‘Quest for Speed’

project that used ramp power and
balloon power,” she said. “We’ve
been working on as many projects as
we can.” 

Hansen explained that after the fair
is over, the group takes the month of
August off. After that, the group,
composed of about 11 to 15 youths
meets about once a month for three
hours.

They start back up in September
and by June have their rockets pre-

Please turn to page 6.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The campaign trail — including parades, town meetings and club gather-
ings — has been well traveled in the Thumb for a number of state legislative
hopefuls, who have just three weeks before area residents have the final say
at the polls.
And the Tuesday, Aug. 5, ballot is loaded for voters in Tuscola, Huron and

Sanilac counties.
In all, nine candidates are vying for State Rep. Terry Brown’s 84th District

seat representing Tuscola and Huron counties.  The candidates include Kurt
Damrow, Elkton, who previously served one term as the 84th District state
representative from 2010 through 2012.  He lost his reelection bid to Vassar
area resident Dan Grimshaw, who was defeated by Brown in the general
election. 

Joining both Damrow and Grimshaw on the Republican ticket are Curtis J.
Boehmer of Harbor Beach, Edward J. Canfield of Sebewaing, and Marlene
Jobe of Port Austin.

Mayville area resident Richard Badger and David J. Jaroch of Ubly will
face off on the Democratic ticket.

Brown (D-Pigeon), who can’t seek another term in the district due to term
limits, has been busy campaigning for the state’s 25th District Senate seat.

Brown faces 25th District incumbent Senator Phillip Pavlov, a St. Clair
Republican, in that race.  Pavlov, first elected to the Senate in 2010, current-
ly serves as assistant majority floor leader.  He previously served three terms
as the state representative in District 81.

The 25th Senate District encompasses Huron, Sanilac and St. Clair coun-
ties along with Armada Township, Richmond Township, Memphis City and
the city of New Baltimore, all in northern Macomb County.

31ST DISTRICT

In the 31st Senate District, first-term Senator Mike Green (R-Mayville)
faces two opponents next month in his bid for another four years in Lansing.
The district is composed of Tuscola, Bay and Lapeer counties.

Green previously served Thumb residents as the 84th District state repre-
sentative, from 1995 through 2001.  He’ll square off against fellow
Republicans Kevin Daley and Jeffery Phillips in the primary, with the win-
ner facing Democrat Ron Mindykowski in November.

Please turn to page 6.

Cutting the ribbon...
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Location

for
Eastgate
Cleaners

IT ALL STARTS WITH LOW PRICES!! SUPERSTORE!!

SUPER
CARPET SALE

SALESTARTSWED.ONE TIMEONLY!

EVERYTHING
10
TO65%OFFWITH ANY CARPET

LABOR
10%

OFF
WITH ANY CARPET

PAD
20%

OFF

It’s here, the sale that everyone waits for. 
You’re not limited as to brands, styles or color.

ONE WEEK ONLY
“SO WHAT ARE

 

YOU WAIT
ING FOR?”

GE CAPITA
L 

FINANCIN
G!

NO MONEY DOWN
AND NO PAYMENTS

OR FINANCE CHARGES
FOR 90 DAYS!

Financing offered to qualified credit customers
through GE Capital Corporation. Ask for details.

ALL CARPETS............10 TO 52% OFF
ALL REMNANTS..........31 TO 65% OFF

ALL NO-WAX VINYLS...10 TO 54% OFF
OFF ORIGINAL FULL ROLL PRICES. EVERYDAY.

FOUR GENERATIONS of the same family are pictured above during a

recent gathering.  They are (from left) Grace Hooper, 2, and her mother,

Whitney Hooper of California, great-grandmother Kathy Hale of Cass City,

and grandmother Regina Nicholson of Tennessee.

Janet and Richard Hillaker

Richard and Janet Hillaker will cel-
ebrate their 50th wedding anniver-
sary on July 25, 2014. They met
while attending Central Michigan
University.

Richard retired from Port Huron
High where he was a teacher and a
coach. Janet retired from Woodrow
Wilson where she was a kindergarten
teacher. 

Richard and Janet have two daugh-
ters, Susan (Brian) Duda, of Ft.
Gratiot, and Kristen (Steven) Coon,
of Holt. They have 3 grandchildren,
Ryan Duda, Nolan Coon and
Kamdyn Coon. 

Richard and Janet are celebrating
their anniversary in Maui, Hawaii. 

Hillakers celebrate
50 years together

Rawson Memorial District Library
in Cass City will show the following
Senior Citizen Movies Friday, July
18 at 1:30 p.m. Refreshments will be
served. This older adult program is
offered free of charge.

Israel: The Royal Tour – Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and
Peter Greenberg explore Israel as
you’ve never seen it before –
through the eyes of its leader. Visit
the stunning grottoes of Rosh
Hanikra and share the epic story of
Masade. Travel the Sea of Galilee
and raft the Jordan River, discover
hidden gems beneath the Old City of
Jerusalem, experience the natural
wonders of the Dead Sea, and play a
fast-paced match with a joint Israeli-
Arab soccer club. Also venture into
locations not in guidebooks that hold
special meaning to the Prime
Minister and yet they are entirely
accessible to any traveler. Finally
hear the candid and unrehearsed dis-
cussion between Greenberg and the
Prime Minister about the ever-
changing state of affairs in the
Middle East. (60 minutes)
Rick Steves’ Europe: Munich and

the Foothills of the Alps – In
Munich, visit boisterous markets and
go-for-Baroque palaces. Head
toward the Alps, tour the fairy-tale
castles of “Mad” King Ludwig and
climb to the highest point in
Germany. Then cross into the Tirol
to conquer a desolate, ruined castle.
(30 minutes)

Rawson set to
host Senior
citzen movies

The Cass City
Chronicle

welcomes letters
to the editor.

Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

Having it all

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

There’s been a renewed media buzz on the age-old
topic of women having it all. Career plus family equals
success. Cameron Diaz fueled the discussion with an
announcement about not wanting kids because, in her
words, “It’s so much more work to have children.”

In another publicized conversation, Indra Nooyi, the
CEO of PepsiCo and mother of two (not necessarily in
that order) admitted she doesn’t think women can have
it all. “We pretend we can have it all,” she said during
an interview for The Atlantic. She also confessed she’s
not sure her two daughters would say she’s been a good
mom and she uses coping mechanisms to deal with her
guilt.

So. 
We have two highly successful women speaking can-

didly about this topic and the media goes all a twitter
with the shock and surprise of their statements. To have
kids or not have kids. To pursue a career or stay at
home. To attempt both or risk not having it all. 

I’ve lived on both sides of the divide. I had a full-time
career along with two small children. I dropped them
off at daycare and missed them terribly while I was at
work. But I loved my job and always planned to have it
all. So I allowed guilt to creep in and developed coping
mechanisms. I was in it for the long haul.

Until life changes necessitated a move to a distant
town, which necessitated leaving my job. Instead of
pursuing another, I opted to stay home with my kids –
perhaps to avoid the guilt or more likely because for me
having it all was really, really hard. Not every woman
has this choice.
Even though it was my decision, there were days when

I saw myself (and I’m sure others saw me) as just a
stay-at-home mom. Just.

So.
Cameron Diaz doesn’t want to have children because

they are a lot of work. She is right. 
Indra Nooyi admits experiencing tremendous guilt

because she has a high stakes job and sometimes feels
she has had to choose between it and her children. She
is right.

When I left my career, at least a part of me believed I
was giving up on having it all. Maybe I was right.

Diaz and Nooyi’s comments made the news. I’m not
that famous.
Why are we talking about this? It’s an issue that hits us

in the gut. Cameron Diaz says her decision was not an
easy one. That’s probably an understatement. No doubt
Ms. Nooyi would say the same. I know I would. Thing
is, we each made a choice – a tough choice that hope-
fully worked for us. It’s a decision every woman at
some point must make, and it isn’t always easy. 

I’d guess it’s hardly ever easy, because here’s the rub:
If we do manage to have it all, most of us live with the
guilt that the lifestyle produces. If we opt out of family
or career and choose not to have it all we live with the
guilt that the lifestyle produces.
Who makes these rules? More importantly, why do we

accept them? Why do we chatter about the unexpected
honesty when a woman admits to not wanting children,
or when another acknowledges that having both a
career and family is difficult? None of this is shocking. 
Maybe we should put aside our expectations for others

– and ourselves – and forget about a one-definition-fits-
all for having it all. This could start with a rewrite and
acknowledgement that each of us is working it out in
our own way. That’s all anyone can ask and it shouldn’t
be a surprise. In this age of acceptance and understand-
ing, it seems a generic definition set down by perceived
societal norms that makes life difficult, provokes guilt
and causes us to judge one another would be outdated
and unacceptable. 

Perhaps this latest set of discussions will help us get
there. Let’s hope so.

—-
Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication.” You can read more and follow her
column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

If you think you’re heeding the advice of health professionals by

getting that awesome tan inside instead of spending hours on the

beach, better think again.

The Michigan Department of Community Health (MDCH) is

joining the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to

promote the Burning Truth campaign urging residents to protect

themselves from the dangers of tanning and exposure to ultravio-

let (UV) rays.

Science has shown that no matter the source, sunlight or tanning

bed, exposure to UV rays can cause skin cancer.

“There is a misconception that indoor tanning is somehow safe

or safer than exposure to sunlight, but the truth is that tanning bed

related injuries send thousands of people to the hospital each

year,” said Dr. Matthew Davis, chief medical executive with the

MDCH. “Tanning beds pose immediate risk and have long-term

effects on your skin and overall health.”

People who tan indoors damage their skin which can lead to

wrinkles, warts, rashes, and dark spots.

The most serious concern is the risk of causing the deadliest skin

cancer, melanoma. Skin cancer is the most common cancer in the

United States and rates are climbing. Teen girls and young women

need to be especially careful, as it is the second most common can-

cer in women between 20 and 29 years of age. 

Further, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently

came out with new requirements for sunlamp products that rein-

force the risk, especially to minors. These requirements include

reclassifying sunlamp products and UV lamps as moderate-risk,

up from low-risk, and additional warning and safety labeling

regarding minors under the age of 18 and skin cancer screenings.

The CDC’s Burning Truth initiative encourages residents to keep

their skin healthy by protecting themselves from UV rays from the

sun and tanning beds and learning about the myths associated

with tanning of any kind, including:

A base tan is not a safe tan. There is a common misconception

that a tan acts as the body’s natural protection against sunburn.

The truth is that a tan is the body’s response to injury from UV

rays, showing that damage has been done.  A “base tan” only pro-

vides a sun protection factor (SPF) of about 3 or less, which does

little to protect your skin.

Tanned skin is not healthy skin. Some people believe the tanning

bed gives them a “healthy glow.” The truth is that whether tanning

or burning, you are exposing yourself to harmful UV rays that

damage your skin, and every time you tan, you increase your risk

of melanoma. The truly healthy glow is your natural skin color.

Controlled tanning is not safe tanning. People may have heard

that indoor tanning is the safer way to tan because you can con-

trol your level of exposure to UV rays. When in reality indoor tan-

ning exposes you to intense UV rays, increasing your risk of

melanoma. 

Avoiding indoor tanning and protecting yourself from the sun

when outdoors are the best ways to reduce your chance of getting

skin cancer.

Hats off to these 2014 Freedom Festival parade award
winners. They include, reports parade coordinator Tyler
Perry, M.B. Auten Award (Most Original)—Mizpah
Missionary Church; Belle Schwaderer Award
(Prettiest)—Thumb National Bank; Harry Crandall
Award (Most Patriotic)—First Baptist Church and the
President’s Award (Most Sentimental)—Thumb Octagon
Barn.

***********

There have been several summer interns at the Chronicle
over the years that have gone on to fulfilling careers.
Those of late should have Editor Tom Montgomery at the
top of their thank you list. 

Of course, before Tom’s arrival, my dad taught a good
number of former employees some valuable business
wisdom.

One such worker was Dwight Loeding. He stopped by
the office earlier this summer and the former fellow press
operator told me he is still in the printing business after
getting his printing roots here at the corner of Oak and
Main.

Dwight now operates a multi-million dollar business in
Florida and says that John Haire had much to do with his
success.

***********

Sounds like a win-win-win.
The Huron County Farm Bureau office, 711 N. Van

Dyke, Bad Axe, is hosting a blood drive Thursday, July
17.  
If 20 people attend, Michigan Blood will donate $10 per

person back to the county’s 4-H program. Additionally,
just for donating blood, the donor will get a free pint of
ice cream. Hours of the drive will be 1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Of course, the biggest prize is knowing that you may
help save a life.

***********

Calling all want-to-be captains, or at least legal boat
operators. The Huron County Sheriff’s Office will be
hosting a free boating safety class for all ages on July 28
and 29. The class will take place in the Huron County jail
basement from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m., each night. 

Individuals interested in signing up, or that may have
any questions, can call Sheriff Kelly J. Hanson during
regular weekday business hours at 989-269-6500.   

***********

Matthew Lynch, below, of Cass City, has caught several
northern pike in the Cass River over the years. He’s hold-
ing his 24” trophy, landed last week casting a spoon on
the local waterway that reports claim water quality is
good to excellent.

In regards to last week’s
Reporter’s Notebook col-
umn (“Breastfeeding law is
downright silly”), I appreci-
ate Tom Montgomery for
speaking out on such issues.
In a day when it seems
wrong is called right, and
right is called wrong, it is so
refreshing to read some-

thing that promotes real
rights, and speaks out
against real wrongs. 
Keep up the good news-

paper work, and trying to
make a difference in our
community.

Ron Montei
Deford

Column view refreshing

State Sen. Mike Green

1010 Farnum Building

P.O. Box 30036

Lansing, MI 48909-7536

mgreen@senate.michigan.gov

(517) 373-1777
Contact 

your elected
officials

State Rep. Terry Brown
S1188 House Office Building

P.O. Box 30014
Lansing, MI 48909-7514

terrybrown@house.mi.gov
(517) 373-0476
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Several charged with felonies
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The following people appeared in
Tuscola County Circuit Court last
week on various criminal charges:

*Matthew R. Humes, 23, Caro,
pleaded no contest to larceny in a
building between April 11 and April
14, 2013, in Ellington Township.  He
was also convicted of being an habit-
ual offender (three or more prior
felony convictions).

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered in the case and bond was
continued at $3,000.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.
*Samantha M. Bellman, 28, Vassar,

pleaded no contest to two counts of
violating the Sex Offender
Registration Act by failing to notify
local law enforcement of a change in
address between Nov. 28, 2013, and
Jan. 27, 2014, in Vassar, and between
Aug. 7 and Aug. 14, 2013, in Caro.

A pre-sentence investigation was

ordered, bond was continued at a
combined $10,000 and the defendant
was remanded to the custody of the
sheriff’s department.  Sentencing is
to be scheduled.

*Sara M. Dues, 21, Reese, pleaded
no contest to charges of possession
of a controlled substance and operat-
ing a motor vehicle while under the
influence of a controlled substance –
with an occupant under the age of 16
years May 20 in Denmark Township.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$1,500.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.
*Scott A. Kennedy Jr., 24, Bay City,

pleaded guilty to aggravated stalking
between May 1 and May 9 in Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered, bond was continued at
$40,000 and the defendant was
remanded to the custody of the sher-

iff’s department.  Sentencing is to be
scheduled.

*Randall H. Vincent, 58, Vassar,
pleaded guilty to operating a motor
vehicle while under the influence of
liquor, third offense, May 30 in
Vassar.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

*Kerry L. Adkins, 39, Otter Lake,
pleaded guilty to two counts each of
uttering and publishing and forgery
involving checks for $989.23 and
$972.49, both drawn on JP Morgan
Chase Bank May 9, 2013, in the vil-
lages of Mayville and Millington.

A pre-sentence investigation was
ordered and bond was continued at
$8,000.  Sentencing is to be sched-
uled.

Merchants Building) will be open
from noon to 6 p.m., and free T-shirts
will be given away to the first 800
kids with paid admission.

Also planned are the annual 4-H
horse, swine, poultry, open goat and
open sheep shows.  Tuesday’s star
attraction will be the Unique
Motorsports Demolition Derby start-
ing at 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s events include the 4-
H and Open Beef Show, the 4-H
Horse Clover Bud and Fun Show, the
Feeder Beef Show and the 4-H Small
Livestock Sweepstakes
Showmanship Contest.  In addition,
X-Treme Motorcycle Racing gets
underway at 7 p.m.

From 5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday, live music will be
provided at the Merchants Building
by the variety band Greg Trent and
Triple Threat.

Thursday is “Senior Citizens’ Day”
and “Family Agricultural Day”.
Visitors ages 62 and over will be
admitted free (grandstand admission
is $10).  There will be a farmers’
market and flea market as well as
agricultural demos and displays.

The 4-H and FFA small and large
livestock sales, a highlight of the fair
each year, will kick off at 9:30 a.m.
(small livestock) and 11 a.m. (large
livestock), also on Thursday.  The
evening’s entertainment will include
pickup and tractor pulls starting at
7:30 p.m.

Continued from page one.

133rd Tuscola County Fair July 20-26
The first of two full nights of the

popular Super Kicker Championship
Rodeo kicks off Friday at 7:30 p.m.
The day’s schedule also features the
“4-H Cloverbud Learning
Experience: Exploring Birds” from 9
to 11 a.m. behind the poultry barn,
followed by the 4-H Livestock
Judging Contest from 9 a.m. to noon
and the 4-H Large Livestock
Sweepstakes Contest at 7 p.m.

Super Kicker Championship Rodeo
action returns Saturday at 7:30 p.m.
The day’s activities also include an
open horse show at the horse arena at
9 a.m.

FAIR HISTORY

The Tuscola County Fair’s roots
date back to the early 1880s.

The Tuscola County Fair
Association, initially known as the
Caro District Agriculture Society,
was organized March 11, 1881, 33
years after the nation’s first state fair
was held in Detroit.  In September
1881, the fair hosted its first agricul-
tural, industrial and recreational
exhibit.

Always a primarily agricultural
attraction, the county fair has dis-
played new farming equipment and
methods, animals, produce and
handicrafts on its current site.

The Tuscola County Fair pre-dates
any of the football “bowl” games as
well as the Indy 500.  When the fair
started, there was no Panama Canal,
no radio, the Wright Brothers had not
flown, Ellis Island was not in opera-
tion, Geronimo was still on the war
path, and 12 states had yet to be
admitted to the Union.

Harness racing was a popular sport
in a horse-powered society, and the
clay track at the fairgrounds was
built in 1892 with 7,000 yards of
dirt, mostly sand, and topped with
3,000 yards of clay — all hauled
with horses and wagons — at a cost
of roughly $1,000.
The first grandstand was completed

in 1894 at a cost of $2,000 and
looked much like the stands of
Kentucky’s Churchill Downs, seat-
ing 1,500 people.  This was followed
by a stage, with a cement block base-
ment for dressing rooms.  Horse
barns, sheep and hog pens were also
constructed.  In the early 1900s, the
fair office and two restrooms were
built.  At about the same time, the
building later called Heritage Hall
was constructed and basketball
games were held there until the new
Caro High School was built.
The first electricity was provided by

the Michigan Sugar Factory’s power
plant.  The railroad tracks leading to
the plant were also used in the early
era of the fair to bring entertainment
acts to the fair.  One of those acts
was Katherine Stinson, the fourth
licensed female pilot in the United
States.  Only 21 at the time, she
became known as the “Flying
Schoolgirl”, flying exhibitions all
over the country.  Her plane was
brought in by train and assembled in
the infield of the track.

Over the years, many other world
famous performers appeared at the
Tuscola County Fair, including Gene
Autry, The Cisco Kid, Minnie Pearl,
Homer and Jethro, the Duke
Ellington Band and the Glenn Miller
Band.
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Brown supports
limited charter
school growth

State Rep. Terry Brown (D-Pigeon),
Charles Brunner (D-Bay City) and
Rashida Tlaib (D-Detroit) have
introduced legislation they are call-
ing the “SEE” bills, short for School
Efficiency and Equitability.

The lawmakers introduced the bills
in response to the recently passed
education budget for fiscal year
2014-15, which funds some public
school districts at $50 per pupil
while giving some charter and cyber
schools $175 per pupil, despite not
incurring many of the same costs.

Brown’s bill, House Bill 5694, lim-
its the growth of charter schools. The
bill caps the number of charter
schools in Michigan to 200 or the
number of charters operating when
the bill becomes law, whichever is
fewer. With declining enrollment,
it’s hard to justify the need for creat-
ing new districts, said Brown, who
indicated he’s open to revisiting the
cap as the number of students in the
state increases.

“A significant portion of charter
schools in Michigan are run by for-
profit corporations. I think it’s wrong
to prioritize making money over
helping our children learn,” Brown
said. “Parents need quality choices
for their kids, but unlimited charter
and cyber schools is troubling, espe-
cially as it drains funding from other
successful schools, large and small.”
Brunner sponsored HB 5696, which

prohibits public schools, charters
and intermediate school districts
from requiring employees to sign
nondisclosure agreements. Any con-
tractor that provides personnel to
those districts also must not force
their employees to sign a nondisclo-
sure agreement.

Tlaib introduced HB 5695, which
ensures that charter and cyber
schools that lease real estate do so at
fair market value, assessed by an
independent appraiser. It also caps
the appropriation to cyber schools to
50 percent of the minimum per-pupil
allowance that public schools
receive.
“Cyber schools have extremely low

costs and don’t have to transport
their students. It’s ridiculous that
some would receive $175 more per
pupil when the increase for some
public schools is only $50,” Tlaib
said.



installed at the corner of M-46 and

M-24. It’s a dwell in red signal that

will flash in all directions. When a

vehicle approaches, an electronic

detector buried in the pavement is

activated, causing the light to flash

green. After the car passes, the light

goes to yellow, caution, and then

returns to red. 

1987 Cass City High School gradu-

ate Kelly Rutkowski recently earned

his diploma from the junior account-

ing program at Baker College.

Rutkowski would like to work with

computers in the programming field. 

Disc Jockeys Jim and John

Kritzman, sometimes known as J & J

Productions, played some hit tunes

in downtown Cass City as part of the

sidewalk sale days. The 2 DJs said

they are always eager to play for

anyone at any time. 

Connie Iwankovitsch announced

the annual Sidewalk Sale Days

proved very popular, with the ven-

ture netting some $400 through the

sale of hot dogs with proceeds bene-

fiting the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts

and the youth group at St. Pancratius

Catholic Church. 

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

The teams of Elwyn and Maynard

Helwig and Betty Carmer and Mary

LaPeer-Rabideau were the men’s

and women’s winners in the champi-

onship flights of their respective

divisions in the Cass City Lions Club

Best Ball Tournament played at

Rolling Hills. 

The Tuscola County Foster Care

Association donated a rocking chair

to the pediatric floor of Hills and

Dales General Hospital. Present for

the presentation of the chair was

Jeanne Hiler, a foster care worker

from the Department of Social

Services, Cheryl Deike president of

the Tuscola County Foster Care

Association and Bev Auten, medical

pediatric floor supervisor for Hills

and Dales General Hospital.

Tuscola County was the leader in

the upper Thumb in the number of

bingo games in the annual report of

the Bingo Division of the Bureau of

State Lottery. There were 22 local

organizations licensed to conduct

bingo games on a regular basis. 

Three Cass City youngsters are

attending Blue Lake Fine Arts Camp,

they are Tammy Iseler, daughter of

Mr. and Mrs. Dale Iseler; Charles

Malone, son of Mr. and Mrs. William

Malone; and Jeanne Marshall,

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Roger

Marshall. They are all studying band

with three hours of intensive daily

rehearsals, also offered are technique

and master classes. The camp is

located north of Muskegon in the

Manistee National Forest.

30 persons attended the first meet-

ing of the Tuscola County Energy

Society. The meeting was held in the

Severance workshop in Akron. The

society named Louis Severance,

president; Jim Blades, vice-presi-

dent; and Randy Burns,

secretary/treasurer. The general topic

for the first meeting was windmill

power plants. 

Navy Chief Electronics Technician

George R. Kloc, son of Mr. and Mrs.

Stanley Kloc of Cass City, has

reported for duty aboard the frigate

USS Whipple, homeported in Pearl

Harbor, Hawaii. The 1965 graduate

of Cass City High School joined the

Navy in January, 1966.

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

Area farmers prepared for one of

the largest wheat harvests in recent

history, aided by good weather and

up to 50 percent more wheat being

planted by the county farmers.

Market price showed wheat at $3.84

per bushel. 

Making preparations for the

AAUW Book Sale are Barb Stickle,

Elaine Proctor, Martha Putnam and

Dotty Scollon. Proceeds will go

towards fellowships for women who

want to go to college. 

Taking top honors at the Tuscola

County Cancer Society Benefit Golf

Tournament at Rolling Hills are Dick

Wright and son Rod, who shot a

combined low score of 65. The

father-son winners were the winners

out of 64 golfers who competed for
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Down Memory Lane
by Krysta Boyce

the benefit tournament. 

The grand opening of the Cass City

IGA Foodliner marks another step

forward for Harry and Mable Lenda.

With several new updates and com-

petitive pricing, the Lendas have

affirmed their faith in Cass City with

the improved market. 

Navy Hull Maintenance Technician

Third Class Timothy A. Cooper, son

of Mr. and Mrs. Max E. Cooper of

Cass City is serving with the winter

crew of “Operation Deep Freeze 74,”

in support of scientific experiments

related to the collection and diagno-

sis of weather data. He and the other

members of the crew were com-

mended for their support of the oper-

ation via President Richard M.

Nixon. 

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

The Cass City Board of Education

selected Warren Holmes, Lansing, to

act as architect for the proposed new

Cass City High School. 

Cass City Chapter 88 of Future

Farmers of America took its annual

summer trip to Interlochen State

Park near Traverse City.  Attending

this year’s event were: Francis

DeLong, Chuck Venema, Jerry

Krohn, Larry Puterbaugh, Larry

Kolb, David Urban, Jim Crane, Jim

Brown, Phil Rockwell, Stanley

Hoppe and Lyle Clarke. 

The third annual Gagetown

Firemen’s Field Day is set to feature

3 days of heavy scheduled activities

with dances, riding games, a giant

parade and fireworks. The proceeds

earned will be used on community

Christmas decorations and other

civic projects that arise. The fire

department members hosting the

gala are Don Schwartz, president,

Vic Rocheleau, vice-president, Bill

Lenhard, Adam Deering, Chief,

William Burrows, William Downing,

Francis Goslin, Merton Hendershot,

Lyman “Bud” Hull, Harvey Polk,

Ruben Hewitt and Elroy Sontag. 

The Tuscola County Farm Bureau

announced that James Knoblet of

Cass City and Charles Churchill of

Deford are attending the Young

People’s Citizenship Seminar. The

students have received scholarship

funds provided by the Farm Bureau

Young People’s group.

100 YEARS AGO (1914)

For the past month a large bag of

Aristos flour has stood in the win-

dow of B.F. Benkelman’s store and

every purchaser of this brand was

privileged to enter an estimate as to

the weight of the large sack. The one

who came nearest to the weight was

to have it. The scales tipped at 301-¼

pounds. Levi Muntz put his estimate

at 301 pounds and John Remillong at

301-1/2. The flour was given to these

gentlemen and they can settle the

affair to suit themselves. 

The Wickware schoolhouse in

Greenleaf Township burned to the

ground in the morning at about three

o’clock. Ed Hunter first discovered

the fire when the light of the flames

shining into his room awakened him

and he roused the neighbors but the

flames could not be quenched. The

source is unknown. The fifty year

old building was insured for $450.

The Farm Produce Co. has pro-

duced twice as many beans than the

previous season. This year’s pur-

chases amount to 35,000 bags or 140

car loads. F.E. Kelsey, manager, says

that the company’s aggregate busi-

ness for the year will reach a quarter

of a million dollars. 
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5 YEARS AGO (2009) 

Lindsey (Hendrick) Brinkman

recently graduated from Saginaw

Valley State University with a

Bachelor of Arts Degree in elemen-

tary education. Brinkman, is a 2003

graduate of Cass City High School.

She is married to Joel Brinkman and

is the daughter of Chuck and Kelli

Hendrick. 

A recent hunting party celebrates

the 5 year anniversary and the suc-

cess of a day of pheasant hunting at

Ross McCallum’s Rossco’s Rooster

Resort and Outfitters.

Local youngster Trent Nicholas, 15,

of Cass City, has been bull riding for

about 18 months.  Nicholas will take

part in the Tuscola County Fair and

at the Huron County Fair this sum-

mer. 

As a role model, last year’s Grand

Champion Jared Koehler (right)

helps his younger brother Grant

Koehler, 10, as he also prepares for

this year’s Market Livestock Sale.

According to their father, the live-

stock sale is a family affair for them.

He said Grant looks up to Jared as a

guide to how he should handle his

animals. They are the sons of Jason

and Melissa Koehler, of Kingston. 

Michigan State University, College

of Human Medicine, recently con-

ferred upon Brent Goslin the degree

of Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) Goslin

is a 2001 graduate of Cass City High

School. He has accepted a residency

position in surgery in the Grand

Rapids Area. Goslin is the son of

Brad and Ann Goslin of Gagetown. 

The Cass City 10-and-under all-star

softball team captured the District 14

championship in Caro. Team mem-

bers included Sami Stern, Lauren

Dickinson, Riley Klein, Riley

Weiler, Kaitlyn Ball, Alyssa Sanger,

Lauren Russell, Sayge Cuthrell,

Carly Stone, Emily Peters, Lauren

Potter and Hope Wilson. The team

was coached by Amy and Josh Stern. 

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

Brice Stine, a 2004 Cass City High

School graduate, accepted an invita-

tion to play football in the “Down

Under Bowl” in Australia. The only

players selected were all-conference.

Football was only a small part of the

trip, he also visited the Australian

Zoo, Paradise Country Farm and

learned how to shear sheep, crack a

whip, throw a boomerang and went

snorkeling. 

The winners of the 2004 Raymond

James golf tournament at Rolling

Hills Golf Course are Matt

Hallwood, Ryan Biddinger,

Cameron Lautner, Alex Varney,

Kelby Rowell, Keaton Zimmerman,

Bradley Cockerill, Travis Jaster and

Drew Loomis. 

Summer Lifeguards at the public

pool in the Cass City Recreation

Park are Josh Rosenthal, Nathan

Haag, Paul Hoelzle, Aaron Diegel,

Nick Chappel, Elizabeth Sobczak,

Sarah Hobbs, Alissa Pasant, Kayla

Wentworth and Becca Bennett.

Cass City Village President Bert

Althaver was honored for his 20

years of service to the Tuscola

County Economic Development

Corporation Board of Directors.

Kathy Kruse and Curt Strickland

were caught and thrown in prison

Thursday afternoon. Their Crime?

Having a big heart, as the pair was

among 61 Cass City citizens who

chose to be “locked up” to help raise

money for muscular dystrophy.

Alicia, Adam and Austin Osentoski

prepare for the annual Tuscola

County Fair 4-H show. The three sib-

lings have hopes of winning a high

place or a showmanship prize. 

25 YEARS AGO (1989)

Future Quarterback? Brooke Erla,

2, was assisted by her aunt, Jenny

Zawilinski, during the football toss

at the Hardee’s carnival. 

Kenneth and Karen Spencer of Cass

City announce the birth of a daugh-

ter, Kari Leigh Elizabeth. She was

welcomed home by her 2 brothers

Bill and Kenny and a sister Tiffany.

She weighed 8 pounds and 15

ounces. 

A new type of light has been

Take our money, 

then dump us?

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

The company we purchase our auto insurance from is dumping us because

my wife had a couple of accidents that resulted in two used vehicles being

totaled over the past year or so.

We had full coverage on both vehicles, and up until a year ago my wife’s driv-

ing record was spotless.  I won’t say how long she’s been driving, but believe

me when I say she has a looooooong record of safe driving.

Anyway, she was considered to be at fault in both accidents but wasn’t tick-

eted or even scolded harshly — the first was a domino-type crash in which sev-

eral drivers (my wife included) were forced to stop suddenly when some knot

head cut another driver off in a construction zone on I-75.  Her second acci-

dent came solo last winter after she plowed into an 18-inch snow drift in white-

out conditions on Dickerson Road and rolled a car over in a farm field.

I suppose I don’t blame insurance companies for getting rid of customers who

have accidents, but they could at least return some of the money.  After all, they

gladly collect our premiums for years without having to pay up, and when they

do have to pay, they dump us?

I’m sorry, but isn’t that why we buy insurance?  What am I missing here?

I sure am glad doctors don’t operate that way (so to speak).

“I’m sorry, Mrs. Montgomery, but that’s the second case of flu you’re fami-

ly has come to me with in the last 18 months.  I’m afraid I’m going to have to

drop you as a patient.”

Have you ever had a local mechanic tell you to go jump in the lake because

he’s tired of fixing your flats or just can’t stand to adjust your carburetor again?

Of course not.  They’re providing a service and you’re paying for it.

Now, life insurance companies have their ducks all in a row.  They don’t

dump you because you almost died on the operating table, right?

Okay, so surgery doesn’t cost them anything.  My point is, they continue to

accept your premiums, even if your habits aren’t the healthiest, but they stick

with you right to the end.  That’s comforting in a way.

Oh well.  Now we’re going to be shopping for another auto insurance com-

pany.

This time we’re going to do it right.  We’ll keep up on those premiums just

like we always have, but this time we’re not going to have any accidents, so it

won’t cost them a dime!  That’ll show ‘em.

On second thought, maybe our life insurance carrier would consider selling

us an auto coverage rider. 

Some may say that libraries are no longer needed in this era of technol-
ogy, but Jesika Struve will tell you that simply isn’t so. 
Struve, who has lived in Cass City her whole life, has worked as the chil-

dren’s librarian at Rawson Memorial District Library for five years. She
said she loves being a part of the Rawson staff and helping out communi-
ty book lovers. 

As the children’s librarian, she
lends a hand to the children’s sec-
tion of the library in part by plan-
ning programs for area children to
participate in and enjoy. 
“I love my job,” she said. “I love

working with people and helping
them find what they are looking
for.”

Struve said she thinks libraries
are very important to small town
communities and thinks that this
library plays a big role in the Cass
City community. 

“We’re a huge hub for the com-
munity,” she said. “People come
in to do a job search or research, or
for online schooling, and I like that this is a place they can go.”

Library important
to the community

by Andie Peck

Staff Writer

Jesika Struve

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas
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Deford 4-Hers gearing up for the fair

pared for flight for the fair. 
Some notable projects they have

completed include one involving the
science of Star Wars, which demon-
strated the science behind three dif-
ferent special effects. 

Earlier this year, the group compet-
ed at the Team America Rocketry

Continued from page one. Challenge (TARC) in Virginia. The
group’s third trip to the national
finals saw them place into the top 40
of competitors. Their first and sec-
ond trips to the competition awarded
them the 10th and 14th places
nationally. 

The Dazzlers is just one of many
area 4-H groups that are gearing up
for the fair this year. Other clubs

from Cass City and Kingston, among
others, participate as well. 

Hansen said there’s nothing more
rewarding than being able to lead
this 4-H group.

“We grew up working with these
kids, and to see the light bulb go off
in their eyes — to see when they
finally get the concept — it makes it
all worth it,” she said.

was unable to post the $10,000 (10
percent) bond and has remained in
our jail.  Her late model Cadillac was
seized along with about a gram of
heroin.”

The investigation originated with
the Ubly Police Department, Hanson
noted, adding Janik has since been
formally arraigned in Huron County
District Court.  Her bond was
increased to $3,000 cash and she
remains in jail.

Two days later, the sheriff’s depart-
ment received a tip regarding two
females, enroute from the Detroit
area, who were allegedly trafficking

Continued from page one.

Gagetown, Ubly women facing heroin charges
heroin in Huron County, according
to the sheriff.

“Undercover deputies from our
office found the suspected north-
bound vehicle in Lapeer County and
followed it into Tuscola County.  It
was then decided by our deputies
and Tuscola County Sheriff’s
deputies to stop the vehicle south of
Unionville, on a side road off of M-
24,” Hanson said.
“About a gram of heroin was seized

along with syringes, spoons and a
Chevrolet four-wheel drive pickup,”
he added.

“The vehicle’s 29-year-old passen-
ger, Autumn Peruski from
Gagetown, was arrested for unrelat-
ed Huron County felony heroin pos-

session charges and transported back
to our jail and lodged on a $2,500
cash bond,” Hanson said.  “The 36-
year-old Bad Axe driver was
released pending felony heroin
delivery charges in Tuscola County.”
The driver’s four-year-old son, who

was with the pair, was turned over to
family members, and officers con-
tacted the Michigan Department of
Human Services to conduct an inves-
tigation, the sheriff noted.

Peruski was later arraigned in
Huron County District Court on
felony heroin possession charges.
Bond was set at $5,000 cash for the
suspect, who remains lodged in the
Huron County jail.

Daley is currently the state repre-
sentative in District 82 (Lapeer
County).  First elected to the House
in 2008, he previously served as an
Arcadia Township official for 24
years, including roles as a trustee,
treasurer and supervisor.

The offices of governor, U.S. sena-
tor and 10th District representative
in Congress won’t be decided until
the November election, as no candi-

Continued from page one. date faces opposition in the primary
election.

Republican Gov. Rick Snyder, Ann
Arbor, faces a challenge from
Democrat Mark Schauer of Battle
Creek; Republican Terry Lynn Land,
Grandville, is being challenged by
Gary Peters, Bloomfield Township,
for the U.S. senate seat currently
held by Carl Levin, who has reached
his term limit; and Democrat Chuck
Stadler of Vassar is challenging
Republican incumbent Candice S.

Miller, Shelby Township, for the
10th District Congressional seat.

Primary ballot loaded with state candidates

Health experts:
combat diabetes
with healthier
habits, lifestyle

The Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) is
encouraging residents to combat the
risk of diabetes by maintaining
healthy habits and quitting smoking.
According to a 2014 report released

by the Surgeon General, smoking is
shown to be an actual cause of dia-
betes and a risk factor for poor con-
trol of blood glucose or blood sugar.
The report — “The Health
Consequences of Smoking: 50 Years
of Progress” — released in January,
noted that smokers are 30 to 40 per-
cent more likely to develop type 2
diabetes than people who do not
smoke.

“Smoking negatively impacts blood
flow, making it even more difficult
to control blood glucose levels,” said
Dr. Matthew Davis, chief medical
executive for the MDCH.  “The
more cigarettes smoked, the higher
the risk of diabetes. The good news
is that by quitting smoking today you
can lower your risk of developing
diabetes and other chronic diseases
over time.”

In 2012, one out of 10 Michigan
adults were diagnosed with diabetes.
An additional 250,000 were thought
to already have the disease but were
not yet diagnosed. More than a third
of Michigan adults were already at
high risk with a condition called pre-
diabetes.

Diabetes is a word used for several
conditions where blood glucose lev-
els are too high. When a person eats,
most of the food is turned into ener-
gy in the form of glucose. Insulin, a
hormone made by the pancreas,
keeps glucose levels in normal
ranges by helping glucose move
from the blood into the body’s cells
where it is used for energy.

In type 1 diabetes, the pancreas
makes very little or no insulin. In
type 2 diabetes, insulin that is still
being made is not working as well as
it should to keep blood glucose lev-
els down.

Some people are at risk for dia-
betes, particularly type 2, and don’t
know it. Risk factors for type 2 dia-
betes include: a family history of the
disease, being overweight, physical
inactivity, high blood pressure, age,
and a history of gestational (during
pregnancy) diabetes for women. The
Surgeon General’s report makes it
clear that smoking is a cause for type
2 diabetes as well.

Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune
disease and most commonly devel-
ops in children or young adults.

Diabetes can cause serious damage
to organs and nerves. Heart attacks,
strokes, blindness, amputations, and
infections are well-known complica-
tions. Regardless of the type of dia-
betes, smoking makes it more diffi-
cult to control blood glucose levels.
Smoking negatively impacts blood
flow resulting in similar complica-
tions and compounds the risks
caused by diabetes.

Learn how to prevent or manage
diabetes by connecting with a local
Diabetes Self-Management
Education Program or learn more at
www.michigan.gov/diabetes.

For smoking cessation resources,
contact the Michigan Tobacco
Quitline at 1-800-QUIT-NOW or
visit www.michigan.gov/tobacco.
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JURISDICTION DATE & TIME FOR TEST ADDRESS FOR TEST 

Evergreen Township Monday, July 28th @ 7:00 pm 5514 Shabbona Rd., Decker 
Greenleaf Township Monday, July 21st @ 7:00 pm 7510 Gilbert Rd., Cass City 
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Cass City
grad loves
helping out
her patients 

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

For Dr. Mallory Powell-Wilkins,
helping people has always been a
passion, and she hopes to use that
passion to give back to the region
where she grew up.

Powell-Wilkins, who is currently
seeing patients at the Chiropractic
Wellness Center of Caro in the office
of Dr. Bob Gabriel, offers services as
a chiropractor and nutritionist, as
well as in homeopathy. 

She said she loves working in Caro
and helping out the people of the
area. She has been working there
since March and also works at a sim-
ilar practice in Birch Run.

Powell-Wilkins said she is grateful
for the opportunity she has in Caro
and appreciates the amount of trust
involved in her becoming a part of
Dr. Gabriel’s practice. 

“It is not always an easy thing to
find someone that you trust enough
to take on at your practice, so I was
really happy when I found Dr. Bob,”
she said. 

Powell-Wilkins, who sees patients
for chiropractic care, as well as for
nutritional counseling, added her
goal is to make sure that her patients’
bodies are well-nourished and work-
ing to their highest potential.
As a nutritionist, she offers ways to

help her patients eat a balanced diet
and assists them in working out spe-
cific diet plans.

“I also try and cooperate with the
patient’s regular doctor to figure out
what works best for them,” she said.   

Powell-Wilkins became interested
in this type of medicine when a fam-
ily member started experiencing
medical problems, and doctors could
do nothing for them. 

Powell-Wilkins went on to explain
that, simply by altering the family
member’s diet, their symptoms sub-
sided.
After this experience, she knew she

wanted to learn more. 
She said she believes that people

don’t realize that sometimes they
don’t need pills or conventional
medicine to cure their symptoms.

“Once people experience what this
can do, I think it will spread like
wildfire,” she said. 

Powell-Wilkins graduated as vale-
dictorian from Cass City High
School in 2004 and went on to spend
three years at Saginaw Valley State
University, where she continued her
education in chiropractic medicine. 
She graduated from Palmer College

in Iowa with a Dr. of Chiropractic
degree.

Powell-Wilkins said she loves hav-
ing the chance to improve the well-
being of her patients and hopes that
she can make a difference.

“I want to help people,” she said.
“Knowing that over time you can
help with problems that maybe oth-
erwise cannot be helped makes it all
worth it.”

Thanks
for

calling
872-2010

with
feature

story ideas

DR. MALLORY Powell-Wilkins, a 2004 graduate
of Cass City High School, works at the
Chiropractic Wellness Center of Caro, treating
patients with chiropractic and nutritional tech-
niques.
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Hills & Dales Center for Rehabilitation 
Fitness Center (Cass City Only) 989.872.2084 

989.673.4999 
989.658.8611

Cass City Medical Practice 
4674 Hill Street 

 
 

989.872.8202

Cass City Family Practice 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 106 

 
 

989.872.8303

Cass City Primary Care 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 103 

 
989.872.5010

Hills & Dales General Surgery 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 107 

 
989.872.5582

Thumb Pediatrics 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 105 

 
 

989.872.8503

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Hills & Dales Orthopedic Clinic 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 104 

 
989.912.6115

Ubly Medical Clinic 
2254 Main St. 

 
989.658.9191

Kingston Family Practice 
 

 
 

989.683.8065

Family Health Care of Cass City 
6230 Hospital Drive 

 
 

989.872.2410

Hills & Dales After Hours Clinic 
989.912.6114 

HOURS:  Mon-Fri | 5pm - 9pm 

Hospital Drive Pharmacy 
(An affiliate of Hills & Dales General Hospital) 

989.912.6061

4675 Hill Street  Cass City 
989.872.2121  www.hdghmi.org

  13 Clinic Locations
  13 Employed Physicians
  State-of-the-Art Facility 

        & Technology
  Award winning patient care!
  24 Hour Emergency Room

Why travel anywhere else?
Hills & Dales General Hospital 
in Cass City – we are 
HERE for you!

Call 989-872-2121 to schedule 
an appointment today!
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Huron County 4-H royalty...

4-H TEEN MEMBERS competing in this year’s Huron County 4-H King and

Queen Contest are (from left) Raquel Iseler, 16, daughter of Robert and Laticia

Iseler, a student at North Huron Schools and a member of the Country Fun 4-H

Club; Brianna Emming, 16, daughter of Dale and Jenny Emming, a student at

Harbor Beach Community Schools and a member of the Country Kids 4-H

Club; Brianna Hunsanger, 16, daughter of David and Kelly Hunsanger, a student

at Bad Axe Schools and a member of the 4Bs 4-H Club; and Jason Mierop, 15,

son of Suzanne Mierop, a student at Ubly Community Schools and a member of

the Sew-N-Hoe 4-H Club.  The crowning will take place Monday, July 28, at 6

p.m. at the Huron Expo Center Arena.

A FAMILY
TRADITION

Third Baker brother earns the Eagle

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

Sometimes excellence just runs in
the family.

For the Baker family of Cass City,
this is the case, with generations of
Bakers having achieved the highest
honor a youth can achieve through
the Boy Scouts of America: the rank
of Eagle Scout. 
Lucas Baker is the third of four sons

of Jim and Stephanie Baker to earn
the rank. The 18-year-old said he
chose to become an Eagle Scout
because he saw how fun it would be
while growing up in a family active-
ly involved in scouting.

He explained there are many
requirements one has to meet before
becoming an Eagle Scout.

To earn the rank, a boy must first
progress through the ranks of
Tenderfoot, Second Class, First
Class, Star, Life and the Eagle. They
must earn 21 merit badges, including
first aid, citizenship in the communi-
ty, citizenship in the nation, citizen-
ship in the world, communications,
environmental science and personal
fitness. 

In addition, the scout must com-
plete a leadership project that is
largely a service to their community. 

“I built a pavilion at the Cass City
practice football field,” Lucas said.
“It took a couple of weekends, and
we had to raise a lot of funds to build
it.”
Jim explained his son chose to build

the pavilion because he saw a need
for it.

“He saw that people who practice
on that field needed a place to go
when it storms,” he noted. “It really
did turn out to be a solid project.” 
The leadership project must be done

by the scout’s 18th birthday, and
Lucas finished his on April 27. 

He said the project went smoothly
and had only a few problems to over-
come. 
He explained that he learned how to

fix some structural issues with the
pavilion, and though he worked with
an inexperienced group of roofers,
the project could not have gone bet-
ter.
“I really, truly am proud of the crew

we had there,” Jim added. “The
group had very little building experi-
ence, but they read all the instruc-
tions, got the job done and did really
well.”

Baker’s other sons have also com-
pleted service projects in town as
part of their Eagle Scout service
requirement. 

“The project is community service
oriented,” he said. “They are things
that need to be done.”

Baker explained that the Boy
Scouts of Cass City help out in the
community whenever they can,
cleaning up litter, volunteering at
local blood drives, and even helping
put flags up for Memorial Day.

“We do very well in Cass City,”
Baker said. “The people here are
very generous and there is a good
atmosphere for learning.”
Baker said it means a lot to him that

his sons have all worked so hard to
become Eagle Scouts. 
“It’s a big deal,” Baker said, adding

that his grandfather was an Eagle
Scout, as well as his father, his uncle
and himself. 

Lucas said he believes that being an
Eagle Scout will benefit him in the
future, and maybe even prepare him
for an eventual career.

“It’s given me different tools and a
lot of diversity of skills,” he said,
adding that right now he is consider-
ing a future career in civil engineer-
ing.

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.

LUCAS BAKER recently worked on construction

of a pavilion at the Cass City practice field behind

the high school. The project took close to 1,000

hours to complete and was part of his qualification

to become an Eagle Scout. 
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Primary ballot includes
proposal to cut personal
property taxes in state
Proposal 1 on the Tuesday, Aug. 5, primary ballot would cut personal prop-

erty taxes — those taxes levied on businesses for equipment and machinery
— by about $500 million a year while ensuring that local units of govern-
ment are reimbursed for the entirety of revenue lost due to the cuts, accord-
ing to a new policy brief released by the Mackinac Center for Public Policy.

“Voters are being asked to certify a $500 million reduction in an economi-
cally inefficient tax,” said James Hohman, assistant director of fiscal policy
and author of the policy brief. “Taxing equipment and machinery discour-
ages expansion and growth.”
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If Proposal 1 passes, it would put in place legislation already approved by
state lawmakers that creates three new exemptions for certain businesses
that currently pay personal property taxes (PPT).
Those exemptions would free businesses with less than $80,000 of person-

al property from all PPT liability; phase in relief for manufacturing person-
al property that has been subjected to the tax for at least 10 years; and
exempts all new manufacturing personal property.

The exemptions would result in a tax cut of more than $600 million annu-
ally, but would be offset by a new, smaller tax on personal property that
qualifies for either of the latter two exemptions. That is estimated to raise
about $117.5 million annually.
State and local governments receive about $1.3 billion in PPT revenue cur-

rently.
The bills that would become law should Proposal 1 pass would see the state

set aside a portion of the Use tax revenue to reimburse local municipalities
and school districts that experience a decrease in PPT revenue.

The state will accomplish this through a new authority that will levy a Use
tax and redistribute the money back to local governments. This “local” Use
tax will decrease the state Use tax, leaving taxpayers unaffected. Although
the package of bills has already been approved, the Headlee Amendment
requires that the matter be put to a vote because it creates a new “local” tax.

“The state is going to absorb the revenue lost from these exemptions while
cutting the personal property tax,” Hohman said. “It’s a hefty tax cut that
should encourage job growth.”

If the proposal passes, it would put in place
legislation already approved by Michigan
lawmakers that creates three new exemptions
for certain businesses that currently pay PPT.
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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4-H CLOVERBUDS named 2014 4-H princes and princesses are (front row, from left)

Dana Koth, Miranda Smigielski, Ellexia Puvalowski, Robbie Sowles, Abby Richards,

Nicole Klee, Suzanne Smigielski, (middle row, left) Parker Ritchey, Lillian VerEllen, Calob

Mierop, Annie Bowman, Breanna Bulla, Arabell Coddington, Dalton Pierson, Nicole

Wozniczka, (back row, left) Willow Rice, Dori Battel, Sara Koth, Allie Guza, Kameron

Schlund, Mercedes Landenberg, Erica Klee and Addison Hagen.  Missing are Asher Battel,

Makaila Cantrell and Ava Woodward.

Cloverbud royalty includes Cass City, Ubly kids
Special arrangements were made

for 4-H cloverbuds (ages 5 to 8 as of
Jan. 1, 2014) to participate in the
Huron County 4-H Prince &
Princess Contest.

All 4-H cloverbud participants
automatically become 4-H princes
and princesses and will serve as
additional court members to the 4-H
king and queen.

The following 4-H cloverbuds will
be 2014 4-H princes and princesses:

*Asher Battel is the son of Bob and
Sue Battel of Cass City. He is 5 years
old, attends Highland Pines School,
and is a member of Boots & Bling 4-
H Club.

*Dori Battel is also the daughter of
Bob and Sue Battel of Cass City.

She is 6 years old, is homeschooled,
and also a member of Boots & Bling
4-H Club.

*Annie Bowman is the daughter of
Brent and Shannon Bowman of
Sebewaing.  She is 5 years old,
attends Christ the King Lutheran
School, and is a member of Lucky
Horseshoe 4-H Club.

*Breanna Bulla is the daughter of
Stacey Bulla and Chris Bulla of
Elkton.  She is 5 years old, attends
Bad Axe Elementary, and is a mem-
ber of Krazy Kidz 4-H Club.
*Makaila Cantrell is the daughter of

Ryan and Melissa Kramer of Ruth
and Matt Cantrell.  She is 7 years
old, attends Ubly Community
Schools, and is a member of Lucky

Livestock 4-H Club.
*Arabell Coddington is the daugh-

ter of Joe and Nicole Coddington of
Ubly and Megan Brown.  She is 6
years old, attends Ubly Community
Schools, and is a member of Sew-N-
Hoe 4-H Club.
*Allie Guza is the daughter of Tony

& Renee Guza of Ubly.  She is 6
years old, attends Ubly Community
Schools, and is a member of Country
Corners 4-H Club.

*Addison Hagen is the daughter of
Clint and Melissa Hagen of Bad Axe.
She is 7 years old, attends Ubly
Community Schools, and is a mem-
ber of Beef-N-More 4-H Club.
*Erica Klee is the daughter of Mike

and Mary Beth Klee of Minden City.

She is 7 years old, attends Ubly
Community Schools, and is a mem-
ber of Country Corners 4-H Club.
*Nicole Klee is also the daughter of

Mike and Mary Beth Klee.  She is 5
years old, attends Ubly Community
Schools, and is also a member of
Country Corners 4-H Club.

*Dana Koth is the daughter of Don
and Kelly Koth of Filion.  She is 5
years old, attends North Huron
School, and is a member of Country
Fun 4-H Club.

*Sara Koth is also the daughter of
Don and Kelli Koth.  She is 8 years
old, attends North Huron School,
and is also a member of Country Fun
4-H Club.

*Mercedes Landenberg is the
granddaughter of Cathy Todd of Bad
Axe.  She is 6 years old, attends Ubly
Community Schools, and is a mem-
ber of Krazy Kidz 4-H Club.

*Calob Mierop is the son of Jody
Mierop of Minden City.  He is 6
years old, attends Ubly Community
Schools, and is a member of Sew-N-
Hoe 4-H Club.

*Dalton Pierson is the son of Mike
& Nicole Pierson of Minden City.
He is 7 years old, attends Ubly
Community Schools, and is a mem-
ber of Boxcarjack 4-H Club.
*Ellexia Puvalowski is the daughter

of Denny and Cyndi Puvalowski of
Bad Axe.  She is 6 years old, attends
Adams School, and is a member of
Happy Gals & Guys 4-H Club.

*Willow Rice is the daughter of
Kelly and Maxine Rice of Bay Port.
She is 8 years old, homeschooled,
and is a member of Boots & Bling 4-
H Club.

*Abby Richards is the daughter of
Jennifer Hilgers of Bad Axe. She is 7
years old, attends Parchment North
Elementary, and is a member of
Riders & Crafters 4-H Club.

*Parker Ritchey is the son of
Amanda Roggenbuck and Brian

Ritchey of Unionville.  He is 7 years
old, attends Christ the King Lutheran
School, and is a member of
Superheroes in Training 4-H Club.

*Kameron Schlund is the son of
Steve and Darcy Tenbusch of
Unionville.  He is 8 years old,
attends Unionville-Sebewaing Area
Schools, and is a member of 4-Leaf
Clovers 4-H Club.

*Miranda Smigielski is the daugh-
ter of Mark and Jennifer Smigielski
of Minden City.  She is 7 years old,
attends Ubly Community Schools,
and is a member of Boxcarjack 4-H
Club.

*Suzanne Smigielski is also the
daughter of Mark and Jennifer
Smigielski.  She is 5 years old,
attends Ubly Community Schools,
and is also a member of Boxcarjack
4-H Club.

*Robbie Sowles is the son of Rob
and Shelly Sowles of Bad Axe.  He is
5 years old, attends Bad Axe
Elementary, and is a member of 4Bs
4-H Club.

*Lillian VerEllen is the daughter of
Nick VerEllen and Anna Zimmer of
St. Clair.  She is 5 years old, attends
Landmark Academy, and is a mem-
ber of Harbor Beach 4-H Club.

*Ava Woodward is the daughter of
Will and Rachel Woodward of
Harbor Beach.  She is 6 years old,
attends Harbor Beach Community
School and is a member of
Boxcarjack 4-H Club.

*Nicole Wozniczka is the daughter
of Stacey Bulla and Chris Bulla of
Elkton.  She is 8 years old, attends
Bad Axe Elementary, and is a mem-
ber of Krazy Kidz 4-H Club.
Introductions of the new Princes’ &

Princesses’ will take place during the
crowning of the 4-H King and Queen
and court Monday, July 28, at 6 p.m.
at the Huron Expo Center Arena, fol-
lowing the 4-H Talent Show during
the 2014 Huron Community Fair.


