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Crowds flock to village for 36th Freedom Fest
by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

The 36th annual Freedom Festival saw a great community turnout and
even better weather this year, making for a great celebration.

The festival unofficially began Thursday afternoon with the Fourth of
July Rolling Hills Golf Tournament, which is always a huge success with
the town and participants.

“I think things went very smoothly,” Freedom Festival committee co-
chair Emily Phillips said. “We couldn’t have asked for better weather. It

was beautiful and sunny and perfect for all of the events.”
Phillips explained that while it is always hard to determine total atten-

dance over the weekend, it looked like a lot of people came to enjoy town
events for both Friday and Saturday of the festival.

“It is always hard to tell with attendance, but usually there is a lull in the
afternoon where things kind of slow down and we didn’t seem to have that
this year,” she said. “The parking lots were always full.” 

Phillips added that many people seemed to enjoy the kid’s area and the
free swim, as well as the crowd favorites every year, the parade and the

Time to
renew

Library depends
on millage for its
day-to-day costs

Former longtime Cass
City surgeon dies at 75

Funding to
boost safety
for Kingston
area firemen

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Kingston fire fighters will be safer
when they put their lives on the line,
thanks to a federal grant recently
awarded to the volunteer depart-
ment.

Officials representing the
Assistance to Firefighters Grant
(AFG) Program approved a
$106,400 grant for the Kingston Fire
Department to pay for operations
and safety.

Kingston Fire Department Captain
William Skinner said the money will
be used to purchase 16 air packs.

“This grant...is a lifesaver for our
rural department,” Skinner com-
mented.  “Without this grant pro-
gram, the department would be
unable to purchase the lifesaving
equipment we need.”

District 10 U.S. Representative
Candice S. Miller applauded the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security’s
announcement regarding the grant.

“Our local fire fighters put their
lives on the line to save ours,” the
congresswoman said.
“Unfortunately, it is often difficult
for them to secure the resources nec-
essary to ensure they can effectively
and safely do their jobs.  These
grants will help ensure that they can
continue to provide their critical and
lifesaving services to the communi-
ty.”

In cooperation with the U.S. Fire
Administration, the U.S. Department
of Homeland Security’s Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) created the AFG Program
to support local fire departments.

Ribbon cutting
on tap Friday at  
Evergreen Park 

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Sanilac County Park officials will
celebrate years of planning, grant
writing, hoping and hard work at
Evergreen Park later this week.
A ribbon-cutting ceremony marking

completion of the latest improve-
ments — part of hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars worth of upgrades
tackled at the Cass City area recre-
ational facility over the past 15 years
or so — has been scheduled for
Friday, July 11, starting at 3 p.m. at
the recreational campground, located
about four miles southeast of Cass
City along M-53.

The upcoming ceremony will focus

Please turn to page 8.

Association, Michigan Medical
Association, Michigan Surgical
Associates and a fellow of the
American Society of Abdominal
Surgeons, Dr. Jeung performed the
area’s first laparoscopic surgery at
Hills and Dales General Hospital.
The procedure — a laparoscopic
cholecystectomy — involved
removal of a patient’s gall bladder
through four tiny incisions, utilizing
specialized instruments and tech-
niques.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Former longtime Cass City physi-
cian and surgeon Dr. Hoon Jeung,
M.D., Bay City, died Monday, June
30, at Covenant Medical Center-
Cooper, Saginaw.  He was 75.

Dr. Jeung maintained an office and
practiced at Hills and Dales General
Hospital in Cass City for 26 years,
from 1976 through 2002.

The son of the late Kyu Hwan Oh
and Yun Sik Jeung, M.D., Dr. Jeung
was born May 18, 1939, in
Kangwondo, South Korea.  He mar-
ried Yunhee (Maria) Shim Sept. 28,
1967.  She survives him.

Dr. Jeung was educated at the
Korea University Medical School
and served at Yonsei University
Hospital.  He also served with the
South Korean armed services,
spending 3 1/2 years as a medical
officer, including a year in Viet Nam
with a M.A.S.H. (mobile army surgi-
cal hospital) unit.

He came to the United States in
1970, arriving in Chicago, where he
interned at Mercy Hospital and also
worked on a surgical residency there.

In 1973 he moved to Saginaw to
c o n t i n u e
work on his
surgical res-
idency at
the then-
S a g i n a w
Cooperative
Hospi ta l s ,
w h i c h
included St.
L u k e ’ s ,
S a g i n a w
General and

St. Mary’s hospitals.
Dr. Jeung arrived in Cass City in

1976, establishing his own practice
as a general surgeon.
A member of the American Medical

Dr. Hoon Jeung

Please turn to page 4.

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

Rawson Memorial District Library
Director Kate Van Auken has been
busy making the rounds in an effort
to educate residents about an upcom-
ing library millage renewal proposal
slated for the August ballot.

Voters within the library district,
which encompasses Elkland,
Elmwood and Novesta townships,
are being asked to again approve a
levy of .35 of a mill for four years,
from 2015 through 2018.  The levy
would raise about $57,000 next year
and boils down to a tax of roughly
$14 for the owner of an $80,000
home.   

Please turn to page 4.

EVERGREEN PARK will host a ribbon-cutting ceremony Friday at 3 p.m. to

mark completion of the latest upgrades at the Cass City area recreational

facility.  Park officials expanded the campground by nearly 30 acres, provid-

ing space for about four dozen new full hook-up sites, and added a swimming

pond.

Please turn to page 7.

PERFECT WEATHER greeted crowds during Cass City’s

Freedom Festival.  The Grand Parade didn’t disappoint, with

entries that included a fire breathing performer with Miraculous

Entertainment (above).  Top right, Talia Harrington, 3, daughter of

Melanie and Bill Herrington, puts her artistic talents to work at the

AAUW Paint-In, and there was plenty of athletic ability on display

during the 3-on-3 basketball tourney (bottom right).
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Cass City annouces honor roll
All A Honor Roll

Grade 12

Kristin Ewald, Katelyn Hacker,
Ashtyn Janiskee, Elisabeth Milligan,
Michael Mulligan, Michaela
Romain, Erin Schuette, Audrey
VanAuken and Kayla Zmierski.

Grade 11

Laura Cowdry, Luke Koepf, Hunter
Langenburg, Rachel Miller,
Elizabeth Sanders and Erin
Zdrojewski.

Grade 10 

Sawyer Cuthrell , Parker Haire,
Erin Hartsell, Tyler Hool, Joseph
Kampo, Maegan LeValley, Jason
Mikolon, Michael Rader, Sophia
Romain, Rachel Sigmund and
Bransen Stimpfel.

Grade 9

Paige Bagnall, Evan Craig, Bradley
Hacker, Shaede Perzanowski, Emily
Peters, Drew Susalla and Chase
Winter.

Grade 8

Travis Albrecht, Jamison Biskner-
Kruse, Lauren Dickinson, Megan
Graham, Katerina Halvorson, Claire
Kausch, Danielle Kopah, Katelyn
Kuenzli, Baylee Murphy, Jaclyn
Palmer, Nicholas Perry, Kelsey
Priestley, Samantha Stern, CarLee
Stimpfel and Savannah Walker.

Grade 7

Alexandria Crase, Jesse Goniwicha,
Kacey Haire, Shane Hoppe, Jalene
Krol and Rebecca Morrish.

A/B Honor Roll

Grade 12

Anna Bagnall, Rachel Bartnik,
Corinna Benz, Andrew Collins, Ian
Habicht, Jacob Hacker, Dakota
Hartel, Collin Hartwick, Katherine
Hudson, Hannah Hulburt, Heather
McCormick, Nicholas Middaugh,
Jacob Perry, Braeden Perzanowski,
Shane Rasmussen, Alexander Tabar
and Brock Thane

Grade 11

Morgan Anderson, Jane Ballard,
Kennedy Brown , Rachel Collins,
Rebecca Graff, Laiken London,
Erika Martin, Ethan Montei, Jordan
Raymond, Miranda Spry, Barbara
Steely, Jackson Stern, Lauren
Stilson, Daymon Tabako, Aubrei
Witherspoon, Genna Woodward and
Lucas Wright

Grade 10

Brandon Bean, Janice Bean, Ilana
Blattner, Chandler Cryderman,
Sawyer Cuthrell, Mandy Czekai,
Kelly DeLong, Macy Dickinson,
Mason Erla, Kaitlyn Fetterhoff,
Kendra Goss, Alexander Graham,
Cacealya Horne, Shannon Kawecki,
Jordan Kittle, Cassondra Long,
Victoria Mathewson, Rebecca
Mulrath, Tara Nicholas, Jessie Nye,
Jessica Peters, Bryan Pinkoski,
Lauren Potter, Taylor Rasmussen,
Taylor Spencer, Jose Torres, Deivin
Vermeesch, Faith Windsor, Maricella
Zietz

Grade 9

Kelcie Autry, Alexus Bates, Joel
Collins, Evan Craig, Victoria
Cumper, Savana Doerr, Alex Jeffrey,
Josephine Loomis, Zachary McCoy,
Katelynne Mester, Darren Miller,
Joseph Morrish, Caitlyn Mowery,
Autumn Mowery, Seth Osentoski,
Joel Patera, Kelsey Peters, Jenna
Schaufele, Olivia Smerdon, Alexa
Torres, Amy Verhines, Austin Walter
and Hope Wilson

Grade 8

Katie Autry, Jamison Biskner-
Kruse, Kelsey Bouverette, Kristen
Bradley, Traci Broyles, Dakota
Cook, Sayge Cuthrell, Garrett
Deitering, Lauren Fernald, Errianne
Hoyt, Darren Hutchinson, Riley
Klein, Samantha London, Madison
Mandich, Alexis Mazure, Lydia

Montei, McKenna Nye, Eric Peters,
Shaylee Ponder, Kelsey Priestley,
Seth Roggenbuck, Bailee Ross,
Alyssa Sangster, Joseph Schaufele,
Joseph Skiles, Brooklyn Stilson,
Brittany Stilson, Konnar Warren and
Rylie Weiler.

Grade 7
Jared Blattner, Emilee Bruno,

Dylan Crase, Lauren Grady, Brittany
Hamilton, Kayla Koepf, Hayden
Larkin, Sidney Lintner, Layna
Mathewson, Anthony Pawloski,
Kyle Schneeberger and Lucas Stern.

Ubly release second 
semester honor roll

Grade 12
Teryan Block, Sydney Bonnema*,

Tyler Brandel, Lindsey Briolat,
Austin Burton, Kandace Crickon,
Kyle Franzel, Heather Gentner*,
Ashley Glaza, Marissa Hagen, Brent
Heleski, Jensen Hund*, Damion
Irvine, Chelsey Klawon, Janelle
Leppek, Clayton Messing, Leah
Messing, Trenton Morell*, Edward
Murray, Sara Osantowksi, Kady
Osentoski*, Sarah Peters, Danielle
Pionk*, Brayden Rich, Kyle
Romzek, Amanda Rutkowski,
Brittney Sadro, Justin Sadro, Shawn
Schmidt, Shelby Schumacher*,
Jessie Schwartz, Breanna Stapleton,
Kassidy Swanson, Hannah Sweeney,
Kari White, and Stephanie Young.

Grade 11
Jonathon Bischer, Nicholas Booms,

Courtney Cook, Mathias Dekker,
Hanna Drake*, Christopher Francis,
Roger Franzel, Jaclyn Geiger, Alexis
Gezequel, Adam M. Grifka*, Kelsie
Gross, Michela Guza, Emily
Halifax, Claire Hembrough, Alexis
Inbody, Cody Klee, Meagan
Kozfkay, Kurt Kubacki, Logan
Lemke, Joseph Lipskey, Sawyer
Messing, Tiffani Moore, Cynthia
O’Connor*, Brandy Osentoski,
Samantha Pionk, Scott Shepherd,
Nicole Sweeney, Kelsey Ulfig,
Trevor Walsh, Grant Weber, Bryce
Weltin, Jenna White*, Jessica
Wolschleger, and Shanae Woolner.

Grade 10
Evan Block, Kaylee Block, Emily

Booms, Joshua Bowman, Macanna
Briolat, Alexandria Camp*, Isabela
Cavalcante, Abigail Deering, Trevor
Dropiewski, Jennifer Gentner*,
Madison Glaza*, Grant Hagen,
Courtney Klee, James McBride,
Olena Muravey*, Nicole
Osantowski, Ashley Osentoski*,
Kasey Palmer, Shannon Particka*,
Elena Rodriguez, Lucas Rothe,
Daniel Rutkowski*, Rebecca
Speciale, Ashley Sweeney*,
Lapasrada Tangsittichoke, James
Weber, Jeffrey Wright, and Jonathan
Wright.

Grade 9
Morgan Block, David Bowman,

Jonathan Brandel, Derek Brown,
Jessi Clink*, Grace Grifka, Chelsea
Holdwick, Michelle Inbody, Aaron
Klama, Lauren Kranz, Noah
Krueger, Rachel Lemanski, Megan
Leppek, Olivia Lipskey*, Autumn

Loss, Emma Melnik, Jonathan
Murray, Riley Murray*, Lindsey
Nast, Kirah Osentoski*, Tyler
Osentoski, Gavyn Pallas, Brianna
Pionk*, Allison Romzek, Dominic
Rosenthal, Alyson Shepherd,
Keenan Siens, Travis Terbrack, Cade
Walsh, Eric Wolschleger*, and Abby
Wright. 

Grade 8
Olivia Bender, Levi Block, Danielle
Briolat*, Justin Briolat*, Chantelle
Burk, Rachel Cook, Dylan Crickon,
Evan Franzel, Andrew Gilbert,
Lauren Gillig, Emily Gosdzinski,
Alex Grifka, Jacob Halifax, Emma
Hembrough*, Erin Inbody, Macy
Knoblock*, Ashton Lemke*,
Matthew Maikrzek, Peyton
McLellan, Brent Osentoski*, Mary-
Christine Osentoski, Katelyn
Palmer, Kara Peruski, Shaquala
Rich, Emelia Rodriguez, Izabel
Rodriguez, Kacie Roggenbuck,
Alexis Rutkowski, Nicholas
Schultz*, Cheyenne Shepherd,
Madelyn Smalley, David Sorenson,
Katrina Stevenson, Nicholas
Swanson*, Brett Sweeney, Ryan
Sweeney, Samantha Sweeney,
Madeline Ulfig, Marisa Villafranca,
Robert Weaver*, Emma Weber, and
Janelle White*.

Grade 7
Isaac Booms*, Joshua Brandel*,
Jaelynn Burton, Eli Emming, Amber
Essenmacher, Brady Farver, Danika
Focken*, Rebekka Foster*, Michelle
Franzel, Christian Gezequel,
Bethany Gornowicz*, Anna
Greyerbiehl*, Darian Gross, Haili
Gusa*, Dylan Hagen, Payten
Heleski, Cassie Holdwick, Cheyenne
Janik, Tyler Jones, Kelsey
Knoblock*, Ethan Lemke*, Parker
Lipseky*, Jaleesa Mattox, Anna
Messing, Nolan Murray*, Kylie
Ogryski*, Arisa Osentoski*, Natalie
Pallas, Nathan Particka, Rebecca
Particka, Madelyn Peplinski*, Alexis
Pionk, Cheyenne Porzondek*,
Ashley Puvalowski, Ryche
Roggenbuck*, Luke Rutkowski,
Brittney Schmidt, Sabrina
Schumacher*, Jason Smalley, Sadie
Souva*, William Spicer, Jr.,
McKenzie Stomack, Ellissa
Thomas*, Mackenzie Uhl, Mikaela
Van Erp*, Amanda Weaver*, Adam
Weber, and Nicholas Wright*.
*Denotes all A’s.

Catherine Ann Grant and Kyle
Brendan Walsh were married April
26, 2014, at Mary, Seat of Wisdom
Chapel at Thomas More College in
Crestview Hills, Kentucky.  

Katie is the daughter of Joseph and
Mary Beth Grant of Fort Mitchell,
Kentucky, and the granddaughter of
William and the late Catherine
Schutte of Lakeside Park, Kentucky,
and Donald and the late Mary Ellen
Grant of Crestview Hills, Kentucky.
Kyle is the son of Roderick and
Marilyn Walsh of Ubly, and the
grandson of Rita and the late Leo
Walsh, Dolan and Beatrice Sweeney,
all of Ubly.  
The bride was given in marriage by

her father.  The Catholic Mass of the
Sacrament of Matrimony was cele-
brated by Fr. John Ferone, S.J.  A
reception was held immediately fol-
lowing the ceremony at Summit
Hills Country Club in Crestview
Hills, Kentucky.

Julie Holt, cousin of the bride,
served as maid of honor.  Honore
Nolting, friend of the bride, was the
matron of honor.  Bridesmaids were
Alicia Ivetac, sister of the groom,
and Betsy Holt and Cathy Holt,
cousins of the bride.  

Kevin Smalley, cousin of the
groom, was the best man. Anthony
Ivetac, brother-in-law of the groom,
Kevin Murray, cousin of the bride,
and the groom’s friends Matt Stull

Grant and Walsh recently married
and Kristopher Ford were grooms-
men.  

Ushers were the bride’s cousins
Brian Murray, Robby Holt, Grant
Garbacik, and Adam Garbacik.  The
ring bearer was the groom’s nephew,
Rhys Ivetac.

Katie is a 2005 high school gradu-
ate of Villa Madonna Academy in
Villa Hills, Kentucky, a graduate of
Xavier University in Cincinnati,
Ohio, with a Bachelor of Science in
Business Administration and a
Master of Business Administration,
and is a Certified Public Accountant.
She currently is a lead analyst in
Enterprise Risk Management at
Vantiv, Inc, in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Kyle is a 2003 Graduate of Ubly
High School and a graduate of
Michigan State University with a
Bachelor of Science in Human
Biology and a Doctor of Medicine
Degree.  He is currently a fourth year
resident physician in the Department
of Emergency Medicine at the
University of Cincinnati and will
begin subspecialty fellowship train-
ing in neurovascular emergencies
and neurocritical care in July 2015,
also at the University of Cincinnati.

The couple enjoyed a honeymoon
in Hawaii and now reside in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Kyle and Catherine Walsh

www.ccchronicle.net

Subscriptions start 
as low as $22/yr.

Looking for sudoku?

You’ll find it on page 10!
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Slices of Life
by Jill Pertler

The patio project

Clarke Haire
Publisher

Tom Montgomery
Editor

I am tired. My back is sore. My arms ache. My hus-
band put me through the ropes this weekend. He had me
completely tied up with yard work.

Our little project involved considerable moving of
earth and sod as well as lifting and placement of 4,524
pounds of patio blocks. But that’s just an estimate.

We’ve always been do-it-yourselfers. We enjoy pro-
jecting together. Some couples are good at recreating. If
they found an extra pile of cash they’d go out for a night
on the town. We’d purchase a bunch of lumber or
maybe resurface the driveway. Give us a garden that
needs planting, a sink that needs installing or a deck that
needs painting and we’ll be happy and content together
for a whole weekend. It’s how we roll.

Lately, our ambitions have intensified. I blame it on
too much TV. We watch home improvement shows
where a team of 50 landscaping experts take on a beat-
en up yard and in two days transform it into paradise.
Seeing retaining walls, water features and outdoor
kitchens installed on-screen motivates my husband and
me to think we can do the same things ourselves.
Problem is, we aren’t landscaping professionals and
we’re about 48 warm bodies short of the TV crew’s
size. 

We don’t let insignificant details like that stifle our
self-confidence.  

No way. We head to the home improvement store and
order two tons of patio block to be delivered on Friday
and are sure we can have them in place by Sunday after-
noon. 

To be fair, we have a crew of our own, but you know
how it is with kids and yard work – or any work.
Sometimes it’s easier to do it yourself, because having
them help involves teaching and teaching takes time
and a weekend is only two days long and things have
got to get done before the sun sets on Sunday, you
know?

Besides, previous commitments – jobs, sports and
other activities – made our offspring unavailable for
much of the project’s duration. They helped some, but
by and large it was just my husband and me.

He got the big shovel; I got the little one. We went to
work creating a patio and placing a few paver blocks to
make a walking path. Sounded simple. It would have
been, except the paver blocks were – in a word – heavy.
And awkward. Each one had to be placed on a level sur-
face. To create such a surface, sod and soil had to be
removed from the ground. Sod and soil are heavy. And
awkward. Once we had an area cut for each block, we
poured in a layer of sand – from 60 pound bags. Sixty
pounds is heavy. And awkward.

Every hour or two, I needed a break to catch my
breath. My husband played the role of Energizer Bunny.
To be honest, he did most of the work, but I did most of
the sweating. Day two proved to be the toughest day of
labor I’d ever experienced – besides the four times I
was in actual labor. 

Finally (finally, finally!) we placed the last block.
Actually, my husband placed the last block. By this
time I was supervising. It was a glorious feeling of
accomplishment mixed with perspirative exhaustion.
Our bodies ached in a good way that comes from work-
ing together and getting the job done with your favorite
project partner. 

Now we get to sit back and enjoy the fruits of our

labor. At least until our next project next Saturday. 
---

Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist,
playwright and author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide
to Self-Syndication.” You can read more and follow her
column on the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

Rabbit Tracks
by Clarke Haire

(And anyone else he can
get to help)

Guest Editorial

By former Congressman Lee Hamilton

These days, the scandal involving long wait times at

VA hospitals can feel like some made-in-Washington

spectacle generated by politicians looking for head-

lines.

But it isn’t. It had its genesis in a late-April report on

CNN that as many as 40 veterans may have died wait-

ing for appointments at VA hospitals in Phoenix.

This investigative piece was notable for two reasons.

It’s been a while since a news story so quickly pro-

voked such a storm of public indignation that a cabi-

net secretary — deservedly or not — had no choice but

to resign. And it’s a reminder of just how important

old-fashioned shoe-leather reporting remains to our

system of government, especially when it uncovers

official misdoing.

One of the basic truths about our representative

democracy is that it does not work without solid infor-

mation. Public officials, both elected and appointed,

need to know what’s happening in the communities

they serve, and the people who live in those communi-

ties need to know what the government they elect and

fund is doing in their name.

A lot of forces try to distort that flow of information,

or even block it altogether — from officials who aren’t

living up to our expectations to politicians counting on

public ignorance to lobbyists and advocates hoping to

sway public opinion.

This is why the press — and by this I mean print,

broadcast and online journalists — is so crucial to our

country’s health. It is, or ought to be, a steady, dispas-

sionate, truth-seeking, skeptical and tough-minded

force for public understanding.

In an ideal world, our media would focus on the seri-

ous side of the news. It would explore and highlight the

substance of issues, not simply the politics of issues. It

would detail the facts underlying a story, rather than

dwelling on the personalities at play in the story.

There is a place for entertainment that plays off the

news — as people like Jon Stewart and Stephen

Colbert have amply demonstrated — but in their

search for an audience, news executives shouldn’t let

it become a substitute for dogged reporting and the

traditional values of accuracy, truth and fairness.

These are not easy times for journalists, however.

I don’t pretend to understand all the forces that are

reshaping what we see, hear and read in the news

media, and I know that news executives are struggling

with a host of formidable economic and social chal-

lenges. Yet if the line between news and entertainment

gets blurred, if loud opinion replaces accurate report-

ing, and if journalists take the easy road of covering

politics and the horse race rather than the core of pol-
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Sheriff Garry Biniecki reports that the Sanilac County
Sheriff’s Office kept busy over the Fourth of July holiday
weekend with approximately 662 calls for service being
called into central dispatch. Deputies responded to 340 of
those calls, ranging from in-progress calls to assisting
with the Fourth of July festivities. 
According to Sgt. Nathan Smith, Sheriff’s Deputies per-

formed 61 traffic stops, issued 21 citations and gave 45
verbal warnings. There were 8 arrests made for various
criminal law violations such as disorderly person, driving
while license suspended, domestic violence, operating
while intoxicated and possession of marijuana. Sanilac
County Correction Deputies booked 17 subjects into the
jail stemming from arrests by deputies and other police
agencies throughout the county.

The Sheriff’s Office Marine Division was also in action
this holiday weekend in Lake Huron, working out of both
Lexington and Port Sanilac harbors. The Marine Division
conducted regular marine patrols with 7 vessel stops and
7 verbal warnings being issued. They also assisted with
Fourth of July festivities in Lexington and Port Sanilac
harbors. No water related injuries were reported and no
violations or citations were issued. Marine Deputies
reported minor water traffic during the weekend period. 

**********

In Tuscola County, the Michigan State Police Caro Post
dedicated extra patrols during the Fourth of July holiday
weekend in an effort to promote traffic safety as part of
the statewide drunk driving enforcement crackdown and
the international traffic safety initiative, Operation
C.A.R.E. (Combined Accident Reduction Effort).

The official Fourth of July weekend began at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, July 3 and ended at 11:59 p.m. on Sunday, July
6. Last year, 17 traffic crashes resulted in 19 deaths over
the Fourth of July holiday weekend.
“By increasing patrols and focusing on traffic safety, we

hoped to reduce the number of crashes and fatalities dur-
ing this Fourth of July weekend.” said Lieutenant Mitch
Krugielki.
No word yet from our friends in law enforcement if their

efforts helped to reduce the number of traffic deaths from
a year ago. But as soon as we know, we will pass that
information along.

**********

Each year there are several behind the scenes volunteers
that help to make Cass City’s annual Freedom Festival a
huge success. I’d like to recognize one such person in
John Phillips. He spent most of Saturday monitoring bas-
ketball games during the always popular Fire in the Sky
3-on-3 tourney.

Yes, his daughter was part of the action on the hoop
courts and, yes, his wife Emily Phillips is co-chair of the
Freedom Festival Committee. Still, John worked most of
the day without a break, without complaining, and
expected nothing in return. Nothing that is, except for a
deep down feeling of a job well done.
Special thanks to all the volunteers that rose to the occa-

sion over the weekend.

**********

Speaking about the hoop action Saturday, I came away
impressed with the game of Seth Stapleton. He’s a staff
writer for the Huron Daily Tribune in Bad Axe and his
team made it to the championship game of the open divi-
sion before getting eliminated. And I’m here to tell you,
the young lad (age is certainly relative) can do more than
just write about round ball, he can walk-the-walk.

**********

Cass City Parks and Recreation activities have attacked
record numbers this summer says village manager Peter
Cristiano. At the jewel of our Recreational Park – the
Helen Stevens Memorial Pool – swimmers can sign up
for water aerobics by calling 989-872-2911. The exercise
program’s second session starts July 22 and runs until
August 14, with classes held from 6-7 a.m. and 9-10 a.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

At last check, the water temperature at our local pool
was 88 degrees.

**********

Water aerobics not your thing? Well, how about just
lounging at the pool free of charge. Local businesses
Thumb National Bank, Farm Bureau Insurance and
Coach Light Pharmacy kicked off a series of free swim-
ming dates last week just in time for the holiday weekend.

Thinking you missed out on the free swimming oppor-
tunities? Think again. Other dates that you can enjoy the
pool without dishing out a cent include July 11 courtesy
of Kranz Funeral Home; July 18 courtesy of Hills and
Dales Hospital; July 20 courtesy of Novesta Church of
Christ; July 25 courtesy of Harris & Co.; August 1 cour-
tesy of Kelly & Co. Realty; Aug 2 courtesy of Captured
by Christine, August 7 courtesy of AAUW and August 8
courtesy of Thabet Funeral Home. 

TNB employee Dawn Pisarek and her children
Ryan, left, and Parker recently visited the Helen
Stevens Memorial Pool. 
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RAY AND WANDA Begin from Shambaugh & Son presented a check for the

amount of $3,000 to members of the Cass City Village Council for their

fundraising efforts for Cass City Parks and Recreation. Pictured, from left,

are: Carl Palmateer, village president; Ray Begin, Shambaugh & Son project

manager; Wanda Begin, Shambaugh & Son administrative assistant; Nancy

Barrios, village council trustee; Marilyn Biefer, village council trustee; David

Marr, Cass City special projects manager; Kelli McIntyre, parks and recre-

ation director; Peter Cristiano, village manager.

Generous gift...

Health officials: West Nile virus makes
first summer appearance in Michigan

The first West Nile virus (WNV)
activity in Michigan this summer has
been identified in a mosquito pool
from Saginaw County.
With this activity confirmed prior to

the July 4 holiday, the Michigan
Department of Community Health
(MDCH) is urging residents to apply
repellents during peak mosquito bit-
ing periods such as dusk and dawn
and to drain standing water around
their homes.

Last year, WNV was responsible
for 34 serious illnesses and two fatal-
ities in Michigan. Nationally 2,469
WNV cases and 119 deaths were
reported to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).

WNV can cause serious neurologi-
cal illnesses, such as meningitis and
encephalitis. Symptoms of WNV
include a high fever, confusion, mus-
cles weakness, and a severe
headache.

“While everyone is at risk, adults

who are 50 and older have the high-
est risk of illness caused by West
Nile virus.  Additionally, people who
work in outdoor occupations like
construction and landscaping are at
increased risk of getting bitten by an
infected mosquito,” said Dr.
Matthew Davis, chief medical exec-
utive for the MDCH. “One bite from
an infected mosquito can lead to a
severe and possibly life-altering ill-
ness. Prevention is the key to protec-
tion.”

A mosquito pool collected in mid-
June by the Saginaw County
Mosquito Abatement Commission
tested positive for WNV at Michigan
State University, according to offi-
cials, who say the mosquitoes that
can transmit WNV are on the rise in
Michigan.
“The mosquitoes that transmit West

Nile virus may breed near people’s
homes in storm drains, shallow

ditches, retention ponds, and unused
pools,” said Erik Foster, medical
entomologist at the MDCH.  “As
summer temperatures rise, the mos-
quitoes and the virus develop more
quickly so it is important to protect
yourself from mosquito bites.”

People can stay healthy by using
simple, effective strategies to protect
themselves and their families.

In particular, residents are advised
to use mosquito repellent products
containing EPA-approved active
ingredients, such as DEET, picaridin,
or oil of lemon eucalyptus. Draining
standing water, and making sure
door and window screens are in good
repair will also help keep mosquitoes
out of the home.

For information about WNV activi-
ty in Michigan and to report sick or
dead birds, visit
www.mich igan .gov /wes tn i l e .
Additional information can be found
at www.cdc.gov/westnile.

Library banking on millage renewal in August

Continued from page one.

Van Auken’s stops in the communi-
ty have included a recent Elkland
Township Board meeting to discuss
the proposal.

Van Auken says one of the biggest
challenges is making sure residents
understand the millage is a renewal
— not an increase in taxes — and
that the funds generated by local tax
dollars are crucial to meeting the
library’s day-to-day operational
expenses.

In fact, tax revenue along with
penal fines make up 84 percent of the
library’s operating budget.  The
remainder comes from gifts/dona-
tions (seven percent), sale of servic-
es (six percent), endowment interest
(two percent) and state aid (one per-
cent).

“Penal fines — 16 percent of the
budget — are an unstable source of

funding,” Van Auken pointed out.
“The library is, in essence, simply
asking for a renewal of the current
operating millage in order to contin-
ue current operations.  We need the
millage money for operations.”

“A few years ago we needed a new
roof on the southern part of the
library.  This cost was about $15,000
and we cash flowed it (used existing
library funds),” Van Auken added,
noting library officials are also using
existing funds to pay for recent reno-
vations that transformed a former
video storage area into two small
study rooms for patrons.
At the same time, the library is get-

ting by on less tax-generated rev-
enue.

“Four years ago when we asked for
this .35 renewal, it was to generate
$62,000, and now it will generate
$57,000” Van Auken said.  “Sad to
say that in four short years we have

lost $5,000 in revenue from taxes.”
Aside from a wide variety of regu-

lar and special programming for res-
idents of all ages, the library offers a
full slate of services, from a commu-
nity meeting room to free Internet
and WIFI.  The library’s materials
for loan include 22,491 books, 5,902
E-materials through Overdrive,
2,137 magazines, 705 audio books,
1,836 movies (documentary, chil-
dren’s and features), and 13 puppets.

In 2013, patrons utilized the
library’s public computers more than
8,000 times for word processing or
to access the Internet for job search-
es, research or school assignments.

Patrons also borrowed nearly 2,100
items from other libraries via interli-
brary loan resources, and the library
hosted 177 programs attended by a
combined 3,241 people.

The August election is slated for
Tuesday, Aug. 5.

Former longtime Cass City surgeon dies at 75
Continued from page one.

Funeral services for Dr. Jeung were
held Friday at the Somang Korean

Church of Saginaw, with the Rev.
Eldred L. Kelley officiating.  Kelley
is a former Cass City clergyman,

having served as pastor of the
Evangelical Free Church for a num-
ber of years.

�������
������
#���������"���������
#������������
#������������������
#�	����������
������

������
#�������������
#�������������������
#������������
#������������������
#�	����������
������
#��� ������������� ������

�����������������
�������	��

�
��
���������������
������
�����)������	�����������������	���

�'�	##��'�%'&��"'!��$(��%"� &���������������
������������������!��������������������������������� ���������

�	��
�����

�	��
�����

�	��
�����

�	��
�����

�	��
���
����'$
����

������		
�������

	��
����
���
�������

����#"%���&(�)+�$"**"% �"*�$)�"%�*!����#�%��(�")�*!���("��-�%&&%����&(��'+�#"���
*"&%���#��)��)�%����#�%��(�"*�$)�*&��

��))��"*-��!(&%"�#��������&,��������))��"*-����
���
�!&%������������������,����������	�����!(&%"�#�����!(&%"�#��%�*

�����"��$���#�$��
F��:=/->�81-7�-?��->>��5?D�*95?10�"1?4:05>?��4@=/4�-?�9::9������	��8571�9:=?4�:2��->>
�5?D���������������
��2:=�?-61�:@?>���
F(;::92@7>�:2�%719?D��=11��:88@95?D�"1-7������;�8���!11':D��7-=6��@570593����
�=119�(?����-=:��$;19�?:�-9D:91�B-9?593�-�4:?��4:81�>?D71�81-7�
��#!"��$���#�$���
F�-=135A1=��:991/?5:9�����

�;�8������

�;�8����:@9?=D��-=019>��(/41@=1=��:>;5?-7���

#���->1A5771�'0���%531:9���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77�"1==D�-?���������������
F���811?593������;�8����::0�(41;41=0�!@?41=-9��4@=/4���->>��5?D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-�
?5:9��/-77��������������
F"@>5/�59��?B::0�%-=6��):8� =-@>1�����
�-90�(:@?4.:@90����
�;�8�
�!���$���#�$���
F"@>5/�59�':?-=D�%-=6���->>��5?D����G,5902-77H�2=:8���
�����
�;�8�
� ���$���#�$���
F�767-90�):B9>45;��:-=0�811?593����;�8�
F+�,�8:9?47D�811?593����

�;�8���+�,��-77���->>��5?D�
F�7/:4:75/>��9:9D8:@>��G":90-D�-?�-�)581�H���;�8���%-=6>501��-21���
��"-59��(?��
*.7D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77���9317-�'��-?���������������
F���811?593������;�8����::0�(41;41=0�!@?41=-9��4@=/4���->>��5?D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-�
?5:9��/-77��������������
F�7::0�0=5A1��*.7D��1534?>��:72�-90��:@9?=D��7@.�2=:8���

������;�8�
�#�"��$���#�$���
F!5A593�B5?4�%-=659>:9I>�(@;;:=?��=:@;�����
�;�8������
�;�8����:750-D��99��C;=1>>����
'-;>:9�!-91�,1>?���-0��C1����:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77�"1==D�-?���������������
F�-857D��-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;����

�;�8������

�;�8����-=.:=��1-/4��:88@95?D��:>�
;5?-7��08595>?=-?5:9��@570593	�:921=19/1��19?1=������(���5=>?�(?����-=.:=��1-/4����:=
8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/:9?-/?�"1==D�-?��������������
F*.7D�!5:9>��7@.�811?593����

�;�8��-?�?41�*.7D�)4@8.�+1?1=-9>�$=3-95E-?5:9�-77������
�5934-9�(?���*.7D�"������������;:?�7@/6�5>�>1=A10�;=5:=�?:�?41�811?593����A1=D:91�5>��B17�
/:810���
F�7�-9:9�811?593����;�8���(?���=-9/5>�%-==5>4��%531:9�
F���"11?593������;�8���(?���:>1;4��4@=/4�����
�#���=3D71�'0���"11?593�B577�.1�4170�59
?41�4-77�91C?�?:�?41�75??71�>?:91�/4@=/4��

����	���������������
�	����
��
����������	��
F�-31?:B9�*95?10�"1?4:05>?��=@9/4�����-�8��?:���;�8����77�D:@�/-9�1-?�����0:9-?5:9�
����������	��
F#:A1>?-�):B9>45;��:-=0�811?593����
�;�8�
F�=512�(@;;:=?�811?593>��G�1-7593�):31?41=�H�"1-0:B�!-91����
�"1-0:B�!-91���-0
�C1�����;�8���:=�<@1>?5:9>�:=�?:�=135>?1=�?:�-??190�;71->1�/-77�?41�:225/1�-?���������������
:=�?:77�2=11������������������)41>1�>1>>5:9>�-=1�:;19�?:�-9D:91�01-7593�B5?4�-�3=512�:=
7:>>��(;:9>:=10�.D��:>;5/1��0A-9?-31���->>��5?D�
��
��������	��
F�767-90�):B9>45;��:-=0�811?593����;�8�
F+�,�8:9?47D�811?593����

�;�8���+�,��-77���->>��5?D�
��
���������	��
F)4@8.�$/?-3:9��-=9�811?593����;�8���25=1�4-77�59��-31?:B9�
F)@>/:7-��:@9?D��7E41581=I>�-90��-857D��-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;����
�;�8�����

;�8���������9?1=3191=-?5:9-7��@570593���
�":9?-3@1��A1����-=:��:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9�
/:9?-/?�"1==D�-?���������������
F� 10=:9�$�(���:2��-=:�811?593����;�8�
F�@=:9��:@9?D��-857D��-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;���
�

�-�8�������

�;�8����@8-9��1A17�
:;819?��:885>>5:9����
�#@319?�'0����-0��C1����:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/:9?-/?�"1==D�-?
��������������
��
�����������	��
F��:=/->�81-7�-?��->>��5?D�*95?10�"1?4:05>?��4@=/4�-?�9::9������	��8571�9:=?4�:2��->>
�5?D���������������
��2:=�?-61�:@?>���
��
���������	��
F�-=135A1=��:991/?5:9�����

�;�8������

�;�8����:@9?=D��-=019>��(/41@=1=��:>;5?-7���

#���->1A5771�'0���%531:9���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77�"1==D�-?���������������
����������	��
F!5A593�B5?4�%-=659>:9I>�(@;;:=?��=:@;�����
�;�8������
�;�8����:750-D��99��C;=1>>����
'-;>:9�!-91�,1>?���-0��C1����:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77�"1==D�-?���������������
F�-857D��-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;����

�;�8������

�;�8����-=.:=��1-/4��:88@95?D��:>�
;5?-7��08595>?=-?5:9��@570593	�:921=19/1��19?1=������(���5=>?�(?����-=.:=��1-/4����:=
8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/:9?-/?�"1==D�-?��������������
F*.7D�!5:9>��7@.�811?593����

�;�8��-?�?41�*.7D�)4@8.�+1?1=-9>�$=3-95E-?5:9�-77������
�5934-9�(?���*.7D�"������������;:?�7@/6�5>�>1=A10�;=5:=�?:�?41�811?593����A1=D:91�5>��B17�
/:810���
����������	��
F(-957-/��:@9?D��7E41581=I>�-90��-857D��-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;���;�8��������0@7?
�-D�(1=A5/1>��@570593������#���76�(?���(-90@>6D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/:9?-/?� 58�-?
��������������:=��8-90-�-?����
�����������
F�=512�(@;;:=?�811?593>��G�1-7593�):31?41=�H��1=5?-31��577����
��71-A1=�'0����-=:����
��
�;�8���:=�<@1>?5:9>�:=�?:�=135>?1=�?:�-??190�;71->1�/-77�?41�:225/1�-?����������������:=
?:77�2=11������������������)41>1�>1>>5:9>�-=1�:;19�?:�-9D:91�01-7593�B5?4�-�3=512�:=�7:>>�
(;:9>:=10�.D��:>;5/1��0A-9?-31���->>��5?D�
F�-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;�����

�;�8������

�;�8����@77-=0�(-92:=0�"18:=5-7�!5.=-=D�
��
�,���@=:9��A1���+->>-=����:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/:9?-/?�"1==D�-?���������������
���������	��
F�5>4����45/619��5991=������;�8��� 9534?>�:2��:7@8.@>��-77���->>��5?D���0@7?>�����/457�
0=19�����@901=��
��'���
����������	��
F�->>��5?D�(/4::7��:-=0�811?593����;�8��
F�577>����-71>��191=-7��:>;5?-7��@C575-=D�811?593�����
�-�8����57753-9>��9:�811?593>
�@7D���@3@>?���1/18.1=��
F)@>/:7-��:@9?D�'534?�?:�!521�811?593����
���;�8����-=:��=1-��5>?=5/?�!5.=-=D����
�,�
�=-96�(?����-=:���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77���������������
�������������	��
F$B19��-31�(/4::7��:-=0�811?593����;�8�
F�@=:9��:@9?D��7E41581=I>�-90��-857D��-=135A1=�(@;;:=?��=:@;���@=:9��14-A5:=-7
�1-7?4���-0��C1���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/:9?-/?�'4:90-�&@599�-?���������������
�����������	��
F�:88@95?D�!@9/4��9::9��(4-..:9-�*95?10�"1?4:05>?��4@=/4�
F)4@8.�)���%-=?D����
�;�8����A-93175/-7��=11��4@=/4���->>��5?D�
�	�������	��
F�->>��5?D�+577-31��:@9/57�811?593����;�8���8@95/5;-7�.@570593�
����������	��
F�7/:4:75/>��9:9D8:@>��G":90-D�-?�-�)581�H���;�8���%-=6>501��-21���
��"-59��(?��
*.7D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-?5:9��/-77���9317-�'��-?���������������
F���811?593������;�8����::0�(41;41=0�!@?41=-9��4@=/4���->>��5?D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-�
?5:9��/-77��������������
�����������	��
F�7�-9:9�811?593����;�8���(?���=-9/5>�%-==5>4��%531:9�
F���"11?593������;�8���(?���:>1;4��4@=/4�����
�#���=3D71�'0���"11?593�B577�.1�4170�59
?41�4-77�91C?�?:�?41�75??71�>?:91�/4@=/4��
�������������	��
F(;::92@7>�:2�%719?D��=11��:88@95?D�"1-7������;�8���!11':D��7-=6��@570593����
�=119�(?����-=:��$;19�?:�-9D:91�B-9?593�-�4:?��4:81�>?D71�81-7�
�����������	��
F���811?593������;�8����::0�(41;41=0�!@?41=-9��4@=/4���->>��5?D���:=�8:=1�592:=8-�
?5:9��/-77��������������
F"@>5/�59��?B::0�%-=6�����
�����
�;�8�
����������	��
F"@>5/�59�':?-=D�%-=6���->>��5?D������
�����
�;�8�



of Tuscola

County.  She is a board member for a

number of organizations such as the

Caro Chamber of Commerce and

United Way of Tuscola County.

Rickwalt is also active with fundrais-

ing for Tuscola County Special

Olympics. 

25 YEARS AGO (1989)

Cass City resident Michael Diegel

is among 102 drivers who participat-

ed in the Michigan Truck Driving

Championships. Diegel, a driver for

Causley Trucking, Fairgrove, for the

past 13 years, finished fifth in the 4-

axle tractor trailer division. During

the competition drivers demonstrat-

ed written knowledge of safety rules

and completed a series of field

maneuvers. 

Ron Meredith, a sales manager for

Marshall Distributing, deals with Jet

Ski parts as part of his job, but he

also races Jet Skis as a hobby. “More

and more families are getting into it

with the new sit down models with

seats for 2 passengers” Meredith

explained. 

A demonstration by Mary Wald,

Adeline Butler, Bessie Muntz, Irene

Tracy, Wilma Finkbeiner, Gladys

Auslander, Marion Gray and Evelyn

Goslin drew interest at the Elmwood

Quilting Circle’s annual quilt show. 

The 29th McComb reunion was

held at the Cass City Village Park.

Mr. and Mrs. Loyal Boulton of

Rockwood Mich. Came the greatest

distance and Mr. Boulton was senior

member present. Zachary Hopper of

Cass City was the youngest member.

Officers for 1990 are president, Judy

Esckilsen of Cass City, vice-presi-

dent Linda Boulton of Livonia and

Secretary-treasurer, Shirley

McComb of Cass City. 

35 YEARS AGO (1979)

Say goodbye to the annual swing-

out at Cass City High School. It has

gone the way of the annual senior

trip, by decree of the Cass City

School Board. The Board decided

there was no way to control the stu-

dents on their annual trek from the

school, down Main Street and back

to the school. Students were reported

throwing firecrackers and girls rid-

ing on the backs of boys were cited

by the principal as reasons of serious

injuries in the future. 

Indian Day – Children registered in

the Cass City arts and crafts program

were busy making tom-toms, head-

bands and other Indian-related arti-

cles. A few of the children included

were Aaron LaPonsie, Keith

Malkowski, Missy Nicholas and

Connie Schneeberger. 

Two local teens participated recent-

ly in the Miss Michigan Teen

Pageant – Gail Compo, 17 daughter

of Mr. and Mrs. James Compo of

Cass City; and Tammy Lee Becker,

17 daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles

Becker of Ubly. The competition

consisted of the speech and talent

show. Although neither girl was
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Down Memory Lane
by Krysta Boyce

crowned Miss Michigan Teen USA,

both agreed the experience opened

their minds to the outside world.

Teresa Scollon, 17, Cass City, won

two awards in the recent writing con-

test for poetry and short fiction.

Teresa won a first prize for her short

fiction piece “The Asylum,” and

honorable mention for her long

poem entitled “Chess”. She is the

daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Edward C.

Scollon. 

40 YEARS AGO (1974)

Several Cass City 4-H’ers came

away with first place trophies at the

4-H leaders’ Horse Show. First place

awards went to Kevin Krueger in

pony horsemanship, Scott Krueger

in pony horsemanship, Sue Healey in

English pleasure and Deb Walter in

penny seat equitation. 

Swimming will be a lot safer for

nearly 200 Cass Cityans thanks to

Sue Koepfgen, 21, and Gail

Hoffman, 24, through their Red

Cross approved water safety courses

being conducted.

The Tigers of the Cass City Minor

League took championship honors

and awards were presented to Roy

Garety, Tom Rutkoski, Gary

Robinson, Bill Harris, Brian

DeBeaubien, Dave Whittaker and

Chuck Erla, the team was coached

by Phil Robinson, Bob Hunter and

Larry Harrison. 

50 YEARS AGO (1964)

Variety was the keynote of the

annual pet show at the Cass City

Recreational Park. Chickens, pigs,

ants, ponies and many other unusual

pets were shown. A few present were

Diane Stickle showing her guinea

pig, Sharon Ashmore with her cat

and Linda Brown showing a large

rabbit.

Dick Hendrick announced that this

week he will redecorate and remodel

the Cass Theatre. The work will

include work on the front of the

building by Champion Outdoor

Advertising and painting and clean-

ing of the interior. 

100 YEARS AGO (1914)

The total cost of educating a pupil

in the Cass City High School,

according to the report of Secretary

Pinney of the board of education is

$34.14. 

During the severe electrical storm

which roused people out of their

beds of slumber, the residence of the

McLarty farm, occupied by families

of C.W. Day and Grant McCarty was

struck by lightning. The bolt came

down the chimney, knocking the

plaster off in one room down stairs

and giving the occupants a slight

shock. Miss Cecil Patterson,

received a severe shock when a bolt

of lightning entered the window near

where she stood. She was uncon-

scious for a short time, but was oth-

erwise uninjured. 
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5 YEARS AGO (2009) 

Michigan Wind 1, the largest com-

mercial-scale wind farm in

Michigan, located near Ubly, is suc-

cessfully running, despite recent

noise complaints from area residents

who live near the turbines. The new

generation of power is part of John

Deere Renewables. The project

includes 46 GE 1.5-MW SLE wind

turbines, a substation, collector sys-

tem, access roads, crane pads and

crane paths, tower foundations and

associated civil infrastructure.

Karla Bardwell makes custom fit

matting for a customer’s photogra-

phy at her home business,

FrameWorxz. Thom Bardwell, her

husband, started the business over 5

years ago. The Bardwell family also

does picture matting and finishing,

crown moldings, plank paneling,

wainscoting, picture rails, frames,

baseboards, top rails and chair rails.

They also make patterns that haven’t

been made for 150 years.

Exchange students attended a

regional conference this past week-

end in Grand Rapids. Adam Kranz,

19, of Cass City, who spent 11

months in Vera Cruz, Mexico and

Maria Diaz, 17, of Copiapó, Chile

will attend the conference. Diaz will

leave for Chile on July 14 after

spending a year with Matt and Dawn

Prieskorn. At the conference, all

rebounds, outbounds, and current

inbounds for 2009-2010 meet

together to ask and answer questions,

listen to a keynote speaker, perform

in a talent show, and many other edu-

cational and emotional activities. 

The memory of a long-time Cass

City dentist whose family’s generos-

ity helped make Rawson Memorial

District Library the facility it is

today is now being honored in the

form of a garden at the local library.

“The garden is dedicated as the Dr.

Delbert Rawson Memorial Garden.

Dr. Rawson passed away earlier this

year and the library board and

Friends of the Library wanted to do

something special in his memory,”

VanAuken explained. VanAuken

said a plaque will be placed on the

building to dedicate the garden in

Rawson’s memory.

10 YEARS AGO (2004)

Kyle Swanson and Andrew Martin

finish waterproofing the “Fun in the

Thumb Playscape” Friday afternoon.

Friends of the Playscape do water-

proofing and other maintenance each

year and are planning a 5-year birth-

day celebration in September.

Gagetown area artisans Brian and

Renee Mallory were busy Sunday,

continuing their work on a pair of 6-

foot fieldstone pillars that will frame

the new Elkland Township Cemetery

sign just east of Cass City. The cou-

ple said they expected to finish the

work early this week.

Summer lifeguards at the public

pool in the Cass City Recreation

Park goof around between shifts.

This summer’s team is Josh

Rosenthal, Nathan Haag, Paul

Hoelzle, Aaron Diegel, Nick

Chappel, Elizabeth Sobczak, Sarah

Hobbs, director Katie Hacker, Alissa

Pasant, Kayla Wentworth and Becca

Bennett, Amy Howard, Lindsay

Montgomery, Kyle Szarapski, Libby

Greene and Megan O’Dell.

Tuscola County Commissioner and

EDC Board member Judy Babcock

presented a tribute to Cass City

Village President Bert Althaver dur-

ing the board’s July meeting. The

resolution of tribute was approved

by the Tuscola County Board of

Commissioners in honor of

Althaver’s 20 years of service to the

Tuscola County Economic

Development Corporation Board of

Directors and other services to the

people of Cass City and Tuscola

County. 

Susan R. Rickwalt director of

Marketing and Training Services at

Tuscola Behavioral Health Systems,

Caro, has been appointed to the

Board of Directors of the American

Red Cross – East Shoreline Chapter,

Bay City. The East Shoreline

Chapter services Bay-Area, Huron

and Tuscola counties.  Rickwalt has

been an instructor and volunteer for

the American Red Cross for 5 years

and a volunteer on the Disaster Team

We’ll always need

some good nurses

Reporter’s notebook

by Tom Montgomery
Editor

I received a flyer in the mail at home the other day from a distance learning

company specializing in helping folks earn registered nurse credentials by

attending just one class per week.

Really?

After looking at the photos in this brochure, I knew my wife had blown it

when she approached me some years ago about going back to school.

One of the pictures depicts a gal riding a bike along a walkway next to a beach

— presumably carefree and happy because she was finally an RN.  Then

there’s a photo of three nurses standing together, big smiles and wearing fresh-

ly pressed, matching blue scrubs, every hair in place.  Finally, there’s a mom

sitting in a lounger on the beach, hugging a little girl and captioned, “Loved

spending a day off with my daughter!”

Frankly, I can’t remember my wife doing any of those things.  But I do

remember her working hard, very hard, to reach her career goal.

I don’t know much about the RN program in the brochure.  However, I’m

pretty sure that if you’re planning to be a nurse, you’d better enjoy that day off

on the beach, because chances are you’re not going to get that many, at least

not right away.

In all fairness, the small print on the flyer notes that the company provides

test preparation materials and professional tutoring of students, who must

enroll in a college or university to receive their degree.

Deb started out as an emergency room clerk many years ago.  Later, she land-

ed a job as a dialysis technician and, after becoming a licensed practical nurse,

went to work for the county medical care facility in Caro.  She went on to earn

her RN and now works as an acute dialysis nurse and unit coordinator for

DaVita Dialysis.

It’s a great job, but the hours are often grueling, and like any other nursing

position, the work is extremely demanding.

Having watched her put literally hundreds of hours into her studies and train-

ing (for many months her books traveled with us everywhere, from campsites

to family trips), I gained a real admiration for what it takes to become a nurse.

I’ve since learned more than I ever really wanted to about the profession (and

watched more episodes of “Dr. G, Medical Examiner” than most husbands).

But I’m here to tell you nurses are pretty special people.  I believe most, like

Deb, truly enjoy making a difference in the lives of those they care for, though

I’d bet many tire of all the charting, regulations and inspections.

If you have your sights set on being a nurse, I can guarantee it’ll take far more

than one day a week to get there, but from where I’m sitting, it’s worth it.  After

all, how can a career spent taking care of others be anything but rewarding?

The world can always get by without another broken down old newspaper

editor, but we’re always going to need good nurses.

For non-profit organizations, town festivals offer a chance to showcase
what they do. This is the case with Revive Ministries. 

Brooke Mallory, a board member and volunteer, explained that Revive
Ministries is a local, non-profit organization that started in 2005 with an
outreach program at the high school.

“From there, we’ve grown into more,” she said, adding the organization
helps in the community by hosting a monthly food pantry and operating
a clothing and housewares resale shop, among other things.

Mallory said she and other members of the organization also help out
when Revive
M i n i s t r i e s
sponsors local
events during
the summer,
such as Cass
City’s “Music
in the Park”
series.

“We sponsor
it so families
have the
opportunity to
have fun and be
a part of the community, plus we’ve loved being involved in the Freedom
Festival,” she said. 

Mallory added she loves being a part of Revive Ministries and enjoys
the chance to share the message of the group with the community. 
“Our main goal is that we want to be out there as an organization to sup-

port the community and share Christ,” she said.

Revive is here to 
support community

by Andie Peck

Staff Writer

Connecting the World
Bridge the information gap with your weekly

newspaper.  Inside it, you’ll discover useful and
interesting facts on a variety of topics that affect
your life, such as politics, business, sports and a
whole lot more.  

Let the newspaper take you to exciting 
new places, read it every week!

Cass City Chronicle

989-872-2010

Brooke Mallory (second from left) with
fellow members of Revive Ministries
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Cass City’s 
Freedom Festival

in photos

AS ALWAYS, members of VFW Post 3644, Cass

City, proudly led the Freedom Festival Grand

Parade.

MIKAYLA FISHER, 19, Cass City, was a

convincing Lady Liberty on the First

Baptist Church float.

WALTHER FARMS, sponsor of the Grand Parade, brought

a full crew to hand out potato chip samples.

THE GLENVIEW Clydesdales, always a popular parade

entry, were welcomed back to Cass City Saturday morning.

TYLER PERRY (left) not only organized the Freedom
Festival parade, but also kept the entries moving at the
start of the parade route.

CASS CITY’S Bob Hirn was honored

as this year’s Freedom Festival Grand

Marshall.
THIS YEAR’S fireworks show did-n’t disappoint the hundreds of arearesidents who gathered in Cass City.

DEBBIE DALEY, one of the judges of the Tiny Sparklers Patriotic

Pageant, awards Abigail VanderElzen with the title of Young Miss

Firecracker.

KAITLYN TYNDALL, of the

Thumb Area Tail Waggers,

leads a younger member and

his dog through the obstacle

course set up during the festi-

val. The organization held

agility demonstrations on

Saturday.

A YOUNG participant of the M/T Pocket Pullers tractor pull revs the

engine of his garden tractor during Saturday’s event.   
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Big Brother
Ubly’s Nicole Franzel joins cast of
reality show, competing for $500,000

by Andie Peck
Staff Writer

A Thumb town is being brought to
the nation’s attention with the partic-
ipation of Ubly native Nicole
Franzel in the CBS reality show “Big
Brother.”

Franzel is a 21-year-old recent nurs-
ing graduate who has dreamed of
moving into the Big Brother house
since she was eight years old. 
She is a part of the season 16 cast of

Big Brother, a show that will feature
16 contestants this season, where
participants compete for $500,000
by taking part in contests and voting
each other off the show. The show
follows the group of strangers living
together in a house outfitted with
cameras and microphones recording
them 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. 

Franzel graduated from Saginaw
Valley State University (SVSU) in
May with a Bachelor of Science
Degree in nursing. She said in her
bio on the Big Brother CBS page
that her ideal strategy for winning
the competition is to have separate
alliances.

“I want to align with a male that
would excel in the physical competi-
tions and have a secret final two deal
and have separate alliances on top of
that,” she said. 

Franzel, who describes her person-
ality as “nerdy, flirty and classy,”
said she thinks the most difficult part
about living inside the Big Brother
house will be forming an alliance.

“Going into the Big Brother house

thinking someone is going to have
your back might be the craziest
thought yet,” she said.  

Franzel’s appearance on the show
has caused quite a stir in the town of
Ubly, spurring many around the
community to host viewing parties to
follow their “hometown girl”
throughout the competition. 

Ubly residents hosted many parties
to watch the series premiere of Big
Brother and see how Franzel did.

Nathan Gilbert, an employee of
Angelina’s Eatery, said many people
came to the restaurant the night of
the season premiere to watch the
show. Franzel once worked as a
waitress there and many people
showed up to watch her on the show. 
“Quite a few people showed up,” he

said. “There were several people I
didn’t know, but there were a lot of
local people and family, as well.”

J.J. Boehm, director of media and
community relations for SVSU, said
in a written statement on Franzel’s
involvement with Big Brother that
he wishes her the best of luck and
hopes she represents herself, SVSU
and Michigan well.

“She graduated in May, having
made the dean’s list multiple times,
and seems well prepared to pursue
her career in nursing when she
chooses to do so,” he said. “In the
meantime, Nicole is pursuing fame
and fortune as do many young peo-
ple.”

“Given our alumni in the NFL and
the PBA (professional bowling) it’s
not uncommon to hear “Saginaw

Valley State University” on national
television, but to my knowledge, this
is the first time we may be associat-
ed with a nationally televised reality

show,” Boehm said. 
Franzel said in her interview that

her biggest accomplishment so far
has been getting her callback for the
Big Brother competition.

“This is a dream,” she said.

Crowds flock to Cass City’s 36th Freedom Fest
Continued from page one.

fireworks.
While everything could not have

gone better, Phillips did add that
there seemed to be a little less craft-
ing vendors this year, partially
because of the dates the festival fell
on. She explained that since the fes-
tival fell on the actual Fourth of July
this year, it was hard for some people
to coordinate other plans.

“Overall, vendors seemed to be
pleased with the turnout to their
booths,” she said. 

The third annual Freedom Festival
beauty pageant, now called the Tiny
Sparklers Patriotic Pageant, was
another big success. 

This year the pageant, which took
place Thursday night, saw many par-
ticipants enter into seven categories.
These categories included Beautiful
Baby, Terrific Toddler, Tiny Miss
Sparkler, Tiny Master   Sparkler,
Young Miss Firecracker and Junior
Miss Rocket. 

Joey Kreeger, who organized the
event for the first time this year, said

she had some hiccups in the coordi-
nation of the event this year, but she
expects it to get better as years go on. 

The event was emceed by Kevin
Daley, a representative in the
Michigan legislature who is running
for state senate.

“It will definitely get better as we
go on,” Kreeger said. “It was fun to
plan, and Kevin did a great job.”

Winners for the event included
Madison Cumper, daughter of Ryan
and Rebecca Cumper, who won
Junior Miss Rocket for 9 to 12 year
olds and Penelope Moore, daughter
of Sam and Kelly Moore, who won
Beautiful Baby. 

Joshua Woodruff took the title for
Terrific Toddler Boys and Ashton
Leah Moore won it for Terrific
Toddler Girls.

Tiny Miss Sparkler went to Sierra
Gill this year, while Tiny Master
Sparkler went to Michael Woodruff. 

The title for Young Miss
Firecracker went to Abigail
VanderElzen. 

All of the winners were recognized
in the Grand Parade, a staple of the

festival every year, which featured
floats and musical acts, as well as
other entries. 

The festival featured a variety of
events this year, including the 3-on-3
basketball tournament, the M/T
Pocket Pullers tractor pull, Thumb
Area Tail Waggers and the AAUW
Kids Area Paint In. 

Connie Sutter, leader of the Thumb
Area Tail Waggers, said the group
has been coming to the Freedom
Festival for about 10 years.

“We are a 4-H dog training group
that teaches obedience, agility and
showmanship,” she said. “People
can join in the hopes of training their
dog, and we love to come to the fes-
tival to showcase what we can do.”
Phillips said it was great to see such

a variety of events for everyone to
enjoy, and it all would not have been
possible without a lot of community
help. 

“I’d like to thank all the sponsors
for making the event possible, and
the Freedom Festival committee and
village workers for giving up their
weekend to make the event great,”
she said.



“I have 12 years of public health nursing experience as
well as 14 years of hospital experience.  I especially
enjoyed my family practice rotations and look forward to
providing care to families
and individuals of all ages.
I am excited to become part
of the Hills and Dales
team,” she said.

“We are thrilled to wel-
come Angie to our team,”
Anthony said.  “She is the
perfect addition to compli-
ment Dr. Castaneda in our
Ubly Medical Clinic and
Dr. Wade in our Thumb
Pediatrics Clinic.  We are
very impressed with her
nursing background and are extremely confident in her
as a nurse practitioner.

“In addition she’ll be a familiar face for many patients
because she was born and raised in the area,” she added.
“We couldn’t be more excited for her to start.”

For information about how to make an appointment
with Weber at the area clinics, call (989) 872-2121.
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Hills & Dales Center for Rehabilitation 
Fitness Center (Cass City Only) 989.872.2084 

989.673.4999 
989.658.8611

Cass City Medical Practice 
4674 Hill Street 

 
 

989.872.8202

Cass City Family Practice 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 106 

 
 

989.872.8303

Cass City Primary Care 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 103 

 
989.872.5010

Hills & Dales General Surgery 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 107 

 
989.872.5582

Thumb Pediatrics 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 105 

 
 

989.872.8503

CALL FOR HOURS OR TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
OFFICE HOURS MAY VARY    NEW PATIENTS WELCOME!

Hills & Dales Orthopedic Clinic 
6190 Hospital Drive, Suite 104 

 
989.912.6115

Ubly Medical Clinic 
2254 Main St. 

 
989.658.9191

Kingston Family Practice 
 

 
 

989.683.8065

Family Health Care of Cass City 
6230 Hospital Drive 

 
 

989.872.2410

Hills & Dales After Hours Clinic 
989.912.6114 

HOURS:  Mon-Fri | 5pm - 9pm 

Hospital Drive Pharmacy 
(An affiliate of Hills & Dales General Hospital) 

989.912.6061

4675 Hill Street  Cass City 
989.872.2121  www.hdghmi.org

  13 Clinic Locations
  13 Employed Physicians
  State-of-the-Art Facility 

        & Technology
  Award winning patient care!
  24 Hour Emergency Room

Why travel anywhere else?
Hills & Dales General Hospital 
in Cass City – we are 
HERE for you!

Call 989-872-2121 to schedule 
an appointment today!
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ARTISTIC ENDEAVORS Art Gallery in Cass City

will feature the new work of Marilyn Biefer,

Kingston, Friday, July 11, from 6 to 8 p.m.  Biefer,

whose exhibit will run through July 31, specializes

in watercolor, acrylic and oil paintings.  Also fea-

tured are metal sculptures she has created with her

son, Aaron.  Biefer’s work will also be on display at

the Johnny’s Cheesesteak Company venue during

this year’s ArtPrize in Grand Rapids, Sept. 24-Oct.

12.

Hills and Dales welcomes new nurse 
practitioner Angela Weber to team

Hills and Dales General Hospital recently announced
the addition of Angela Weber to its healthcare team.

Weber, a Minden City resident, will practice as a board
certified family nurse practitioner in the Ubly Medical
Clinic, Thumb Pediatric Clinic (Cass City), and after
hours clinic.

Weber comes to Hills and Dales with 14 years of expe-
rience as a registered nurse.  She began her career at
Deckerville Community Hospital in 2000 and most
recently served as nursing director for the Sanilac
County Health Department.

“She has a well-rounded nursing career not only in
acute and emergent health conditions, but also in preven-
tion health, public health and dealing with health dispar-
ities,” said Jean Anthony, Hills and Dales president and
CEO.  “She has a wealth of knowledge in patient
resources as well as an understanding of the business
aspect of healthcare.”
Weber completed her family nurse practitioner program

in May and began practicing with Hills and Dales July 1.
“I recently graduated from Michigan State University

with my Family Nurse Practitioner Degree.  Prior to that,
I have been an RN for 14 years,” Weber noted.

Angela Weber

Continued from page one.

Ribbon cutting on tap at Evergreen Park

on improvements that include a pond
and 46 new full-service campsites
(water, electricity and sewer) on a
parcel that expanded Evergreen Park
by nearly 30 acres, according to Pat
Pratt, who has worked at the park for
more than a dozen years and current-
ly serves as assistant park manager.

The Michigan Natural Resources
Trust Fund Board awarded Sanilac
County park officials a grant of close
to $80,000 back in 2009 to purchase
the land, which was contiguous to
the then-48-acre park’s previous
south and west borders.

County officials had sought the
additional property for a project
designed to preserve the land in its
natural state, establish additional
campsites, construct nature trails to
connect to existing trails within the
park, and establish wildlife viewing
areas.

The expansion also enabled offi-
cials to increase camping opportuni-
ties, as much of the land along the
Cass River could not be developed
because it lies within a flood plain.

It took months to secure the grant

funding, but patience has paid off
time and time again for the Sanilac
County Parks Board, which applied
for and was awarded a $521,000
Clean Michigan Initiative grant in
2001 to upgrade what was then a
park with only rustic campsites.

The county chipped in another
$183,000 in matching dollars from
its parks millage. 

The state grant funding was made
available in the late 1990s when
Michigan voters approved proposal
C.  The measure authorized the state
to issue general obligation bonds
totaling up to $675 million to finance
programs targeting environmental
and recreational projects, including
those designed to reclaim and revi-
talize community waterfronts and
enhance recreational opportunities.

That upgrade resulted in a com-
bined 147 campsites at Evergreen
Park, most with either full hook-up
or water and electricity.  In addition,
park officials were able to construct
an office and modern
restroom/shower facility.
Previous projects at the park includ-

ed erosion control and access proj-
ects in 1999, funded by a $15,000
state grant, and another $10,000 the
county spent to initially develop 35
rustic camping sites, some with elec-

trical service, and to drill a well.
Evergreen Park is one of four coun-

ty-owned and operated parks in
Sanilac County.  The facilities are
funded through a parks millage,
which raises roughly $274,000 annu-
ally.  A portion of the money gener-
ated by the tax is set aside to match
grant funding.

Sizable donations have also been
made to Evergreen Park by area
members of American Bikers
Aiming Towards Education
(ABATE), which hosted several
fundraiser weekends at the facility
over the past several summers.
Today, the park boasts a total of 100

full hook-up sites and another 55
campsites with water and electricity,
in addition to several rustic sites.

The facility typically opens in late
April and remains open until Dec. 1.
Daily camping fees are $20 for rustic
sites, $24 for sites with water and
electricity, $28 for full hook-up with
30 amp electricity, and $30 for full
hook-up with 50 amp electricity.

The office is manned throughout
much of the week and weekend.
More information is available by
contacting Pratt or Evergreen Park
Manager Mike Brunke at (989) 872-
6600.

HUNDREDS of thousands of grant and millage

dollars have been poured into Evergreen Park over

the past several years, transforming the property

from a rustic camping area to a modern camp-

ground with a restroom/shower facility (above) and

an office (top photo). 
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Ronald Cody
Ronald Cody, 61, of Cass City, for-

merly of Gagetown, passed away
Friday, July 4, 2014 at Northwood
Meadows, Cass City. Ron was born
November 15, 1952 in Detroit, the
son of the late Eugene and Serene
(Works) Cody. 

He moved to Cass City in 1959. He
worked as a skilled tradesman for
Evans Products.

In March 1993 Ron was diagnosed
with the most dangerous type of skin
cancer - melanoma, in March 1994
he had 3 brain surgeries for cancer,
in total he had 8 brain surgeries for
cancer and infections, his doctor said
that it was a miracle that he survived
all the brain tumors and surgeries.
He traveled to Chicago to visit his
sister several times, he enjoyed
going to the Chicago Cubs games,
museums and restaurants. On one
visit he noticed all the bikes in the
city and decided to get a bike, he
would ride his bike for more than 20
miles each day. A live production of
Ron’s story was performed by pro-
fessional actors for the broadcast of

Unshackled at Pacific Garden
Mission in Chicago, which was
broadcast all around the world. After
the performance, Ron gave a speech
about his testimony. He also gave his
testimony to 1,800 people at
Bridgeport Baptist Church. In addi-
tion to bike riding, Ron also enjoyed
playing pool and won several bil-
liards tournaments and enjoyed fish-
ing and fishing tournaments.  
Ron is survived by his sister, Sandy

(Joe) Cody Gwinn and was uncle to
Maximillian, Alexander and Reese,
all of Chicago, IL.

A funeral service will take place
Tuesday, July 8 at 11 a.m. at Thabet
Funeral Home, 6255 Main St., Cass
City. Pastor David Hill, of First
Baptist Church of Cass City will
officiate. Burial will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery. 

Please share condolences at
www.thabetfuneralhome.com     
Arrangements were made by Thabet

Funeral Home, Cass City.

Lillian is survived by her children:
Terry Milner of Roseville, Dale
(Susie) Sorenson of Cass City, Lynn
Sorenson of Cass City, Craig
(Carolyn) Sorenson of Cass City;
grandchildren:  Conan (Mary Helen)
Milner, Gavin (Stephanie) Milner,
Nathan (Jennifer) Milner, Scott
(Danielle) Sorenson, Jordan (Rick)
Schank, Jason Sorenson, Kyle
Sorenson, Liza (Jeff) Zulauf, Joshua

Sorenson, Jared (Kassy) Sorenson,
Justin (Lynzie) Sorenson, Caitlin
(Ryan) Grimshaw; great grandchil-
dren:  Dakota, Austin, Alex,
Alessandra, Alyssa, Alexa, Graham,
Morgan, Lillian, Isaac, Ian, Henley
and her 13th due in August.

Funeral services were held
Wednesday, July 2 in Kranz Funeral
Home, Cass City with Pastor Tony
Jacobs of Calvary Chapel, Vassar
officiating.   

Interment will be in Elkland
Township Cemetery. Pallbearers for
Mrs. Sorenson are:  Jared Sorenson,
Justin Sorenson, Scott Sorenson,
Kyle Sorenson, Jason Sorenson and

Lillian Sorenson

Lillian Rose Sorenson, 85, of Cass
City, died Sunday, June 29, 2014 in
Huron Medical Center, Bad Axe, fol-
lowing a short illness.  She was born
July 26, 1928 in Detroit, the only
child born to Orville and Irene
(Gaps) Webster.  

She married Harold Lester
Sorenson January 25, 1947 in Cass
City First Presbyterian Church.  He
died October 6, 1987.

Lillian and Harold enjoyed square
dancing many years ago.  She
enjoyed couponing, crocheting and
making braided rag rugs.  Lillian
liked to be home.  She liked to cook
and serve her family.  Lillian was
known for her baking, especially her
Christmas cookies.  She enjoyed the
flowers that grew in her flower beds. 

David Sieracki.  
Memorials may be made to the

Family Discretionary Fund.  Family
and friends may share memories,

prayers and stories with the family at
www.kranzfuneralhome.com.
Arrangements were made by Kranz

Funeral Home, Cass City.
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icy-making — substance, consensus-building, and the

painstaking search for remedy — then representative

democracy is in trouble.

New organizations and websites are trying to make

up some of the ground that’s been lost in the years of

news-industry turmoil: investigative outfits like

ProPublica and the new wave of “explanatory” and

data-driven sites like Vox and 538.com. But their very

presence suggests that they see a void to be filled.

These days, only a handful of news organizations in

the country have the resources — both human and

financial — to spend weeks or months chasing an

investigation. Given the cuts that have stripped news-

rooms of the expertise they once contained, I some-

times wonder whether the kind of reporting that

brought us Watergate and uncovered the Enron scan-

dal could still occur.

Because make no mistake: we need maximum over-

sight. You and I need it if we’re to be certain that mis-

deeds cannot hide in the darker corners of govern-

ment. And Congress needs it if it’s to carry out one of

its core responsibilities: overseeing the operations of

government.

All of us rely on the press to check abuses of power,

see that laws are properly implemented, hold officials

accountable, and tell those officials when their poli-

cies and operations are failing or going astray.

Without a strong independent press, those in power

could simply tell us what they want us to know and

we’d be none the wiser. And that is no state of affairs

for a democracy.

Lee Hamilton is director of the Center on Congress at Indiana
University. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives
for 34 years.

The Cass City Chronicle

welcomes letters

to the editor.
Letters must include the writer’s name,
address and telephone number. The latter
is in case it is necessary to call for verifi-
cation, but won’t be used in the newspa-
per. Names will be withheld from publi-
cation upon request, for an adequate rea-
son. The Chronicle reserves the right to
edit letters for length and clarity.

We will not publish thank you letters of a
specific nature, for instance, from a club
thanking merchants who donated prizes
for a raffle.
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((998899)) 887722--33886666
6426 E. Cass City Rd., Cass City

Pick-up and
delivery available

Mon.-Fri. 8-5 p.m.
Sat. 9-4 p.m.

REASONABLE RATES!
Lawnmowers • Riders
Trimmers • Rototillers

Chainsaws • Snowthrowers

All Makes & Models
30 Years of Experience
All Work Guaranteed
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de Beaubien
Lawn Service

8-12-19-tf

CALL Blaine 
(989) 670-6700
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