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of University Women (AAUW) had
its annual Paint-In for kids. 

“Sometime in the mid-1980s, the
Michigan International Guard flew
over town with some jets. It was re-
ally awesome,” said Gary Jones, a
past parade and festival coordinator. 

By 1991, the festival started to get
back on its feet and had its second an-
nual Civil War camp reenactment.

“One of my other favorite events
was when we had the Civil War reen-
actments. There were tents, camp
fires...even the people dressed up in
period costumes,” Jones said. “They
had a mock battle between the Yan-
kees and Confederates.”

Also in 1991, Cass City’s Freedom
Festival parade had become “giant”
with more than 100 entries. The festi-
val had started making other changes.
Sand volleyball replaced the mud vol-
leyball, professional clowns were
hired, and the festival brought in a
miniature car club from Sandusky to
entertain the crowds.

In 1995, the festival had 22 little
girls compete in the Little Miss

the festival’s financial secretary said.
“It is my favorite.”

Despite the festival’s success, it
started to carry a huge financial bur-
den. Over the next five years, the fes-
tival had not broken even financially
and the possibility of ending the new
tradition had started to worry its or-
ganizers. 

In order to cut expenses in 1984, the
festival skipped out on fireworks and
had to eliminate the tractor pull. For
entertainment, a demolition derby re-
placed the tractor pull.

Even the festival’s biggest money-
maker -the beer tent- was cut. Instead
of having the festival on the weekend
after or before July 4, the festival was
held on the Fourth of July, a Wednes-
day, so the popular tent didn’t get a
“weekend run.” Since then, the beer
tent has remained eliminated.

Some events that took place in-
cluded a concert featuring the Tom
Thumb Singers, a dog show, a lum-
berjack demonstration, and the local
branch of the American Association

The annual Fourth of July Freedom
Festival has come a long way since it
first started in 1979.

Established during the gasoline
crunch, the festival gave people
something to do without having to
travel far.

“The festival started at a time when
gas prices were high. People felt that
we ought to stay home and celebrate
where everything was free, it was an
alternative to going somewhere,” said
Lambert Althaver, who has lived in
Cass City since 1954. 

However, little did anyone expect,
the festival has turned into a multiple
day event, bringing in people from all
over.

The first festival had a parade with
15 entries, featured Wayne Warren’s
hot air balloon and the 25-member
Kitchen Band from the American As-
sociation of Retired Persons (AARP).
That year, the Cass City Lions Club
sold 1,000 chicken halves, which has
now become a “must have” tradition.

“I look forward to the Lions Club
chicken every year,” Emily Phillips,

Mark Schramke and his crew are ex-
cited to put on a firework show for
both Friday and Saturday night.
His company, Schramke Fire Equip-

ment from Saginaw will put on a 5 to
10 minute mini-show on Friday and
will have the big show on Saturday
evening at dusk.
“The big show should last anywhere

from 20 to 25 minutes. I don’t want to
spoil it, but we are going to have a
few new cool shells this year, they
will really make the sky sparkle,” he
said. 

According to Schramke, the fire-
works for both nights combined cost
Cass City approximately $5,500.

However, the committee has put on
various fundraisers to help defray that
cost.

“The show will be worth it,”
Schramke said. “It is really cool.”

Schramke has been running shows
for 14 years now.
“My wife calls it my hobby job,” he

said. Schramke is also the fire chief
for Spaulding County.

With a crew of 4 other firefighters,
Schramke said setting up is the most
work, and the guys will have their
work cut out for them.

“Setting up the mortar tubes and
loading up the guns take the longest
and then we have to load the show,”
he explained.
This year, the audience can expect to

see some new shells towards the end
that produce a different sound, ac-
cording to Schramke. 

“I don’t want to give too many de-
tails, I want to keep people in sus-
pense,” he teased.

Most of his fireworks come from
Wolverine Fireworks, based out of
Kawkawlin, Mich., which is one of
the largest firework companies in the
world. 

For Schramke, the best part of put-
ting on a firework show is the finale. 

“I love at the end of a show, when
you hear cars beeping their horns and
people clapping, it makes it all worth
it,” he said. 

Schramke said he would love to
come next year to Cass City if he is
invited again. 

Annual festival dates back to 
‘79 during gasoline crunch

Fireworks 
Galore

Mark Schramke and 
company will light up 
the sky on July 3 and 4

EVERY YEAR the Fourth of July committee brings
in someone to put on a firework show to end the
Freedom Festival with a bang.  On Friday night
there will be a preview and Saturday is the grand
show.

* Lease Pull Ahead has been extended to include leases that end before 12-31-09!
* Lease to Buy Rebate - If you have a lease that ends before 12-31-09, you qualify for up to $2,000.00 on select Chevrolets and Cadillacs!
*GM Owner Loyalty - If you own a ‘99 or newer GM vehicle you qualify for up to $2,000.00 towards a purchase of select new Chevrolets and Cadillacs!
*GM Credit Card offers topping of your card earnings up to $3,000.00!

Pat Curtis Chevrolet, Cadillac is the Thumb area’s home for the

BEST SELECTION of Chevrolets and Cadillacs along with the 

BEST SERVICE and GREAT PRICES!

Luxury Collection Package
All Wheel Drive

Wood Trim Package
MSRP $43,785.00
Less GM Employee Discount -$3,915.90
CAD Rebate -$1,500.00
*Lease to Buy -$2,000.00
*Owner Loyalty -$1,000.00

Plus tax, title & license fees

Aveo LS 4 & 5 Door
Starting at:

MSRP $12,170.00
Less GM Employee Discount -$831.60
*Owner Loyalty -$1,000.00

www.patcurtischevrolet.com
OPEN ‘TIL 8 P.M. MON. & THURS.; T, W, F 8-6; 
Sat. 9-3; SERVICE HOURS: M-F 8-5; Sat. 9-3

989-673-2171

Two Great Product Lines To Choose From, One Name You Can Trust!

PAT CURTIS CHEVROLET - CADILLAC
425 ELLINGTON STREET, CARO • 989-673-2171

THE TIME TO BUY IS NOW!!

Plus tax, title & license fees

Chrysler ~ Dodge ~ JeepC (M-81) Downtown Cass City

Visit us online at.. www.curtischrysler.com
989-872-2184 • Toll free 1-888-269-3634

WELCOME TO OUR CELEBRATION!
GET READY

FOR VACATION!!!

A/C Recharge*
4th of July special

$6500

Trans System Flush
4th of July special

$14999

Complete Cooling 
System Flush

4th of July special

$14999
*up to 1 lb.

We are marking down the 
remaining 2009s 

to make room for the 2010s

2009 Chrysler Town 
& Country Touring
25th Anniversary Edition
Leather Heated Seats 

Remote Start 
Dual DVD

2009 Chrysler 
Sebring Touring

Leather Heated Seats 

▼ Pre-Owned ▼
2005 Dodge Grand Caravan SXT $9,995.00
2004 Dodge Stratus SXT $5,200.00
2001 Chrysler PT Cruiser $6,995.00
2003 Cadillac STS $10,800.00
2007 Chrysler Town & Country $14,995.00
2007 Chrysler Sebring $14,995.00
2007 Dodge Caliber R/T $14,900.00
2007 Chrysler Pacifica $16,700.00
2006 Ford Fusion $14,700.00
2005 Chevrolet Impala $11,500.00

JULY 
CLEARANCE

SALE

urtis

Fourth of July pageant.
By the time 1998 rolled around, Jan

Moore’s community choir started to
become a favorite event as they pre-
sented a patriotic cantata.

Other popular events by the late
1990s included the M-T Pocket
Pullers competition, which returns
again this year.
Throughout the years, festival organ-

izers have tried to bring in new and
exciting events. In the past couple of
years, kid’s inflatable attractions have
been popular.

Last year, for the festival’s 30th an-
nual celebration, the Maplewood Pet-
ting Zoo returned, along with Cass
City’s Excel Dancers.

Kevin Mulligan, this year’s festival
chairmen, said this year should be ex-
citing and will hopefully be a success.

“The Fourth of July has a huge his-
torical significance...it is our coun-
try’s independence and it is nice to
celebrate like this in our community.
Even if we are down a few parade en-
tries this year, I’m positive it will still
be a fun and exciting time,” he said.   

Cass City’s Fourth of July Festival has seen many changes...
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bands, church groups, a restored car-
riage and much more. The parade will
also feature a children’s section for
ages 12 and under.

“We will give a prize to every kid,”
Little said. “It’s nice to see the kids
decorate their bikes and pets in the pa-
triotic theme.”

In the children’s parade, parents may
walk along with their child. Line up
for the children’s section is at 10:00
a.m. sharp at the Chemical Bank

parking lot. There is no cost to partic-
ipate.
Little, who also plans the Christmas

parade in Cass City, said he will prob-
ably help plan the parade next year,
too.

“I’ve been coming to the festival for
as long as I can remember and I’ll
probably do it again next year. I enjoy
it,” he said. “The only thing that I
don’t like is that I don’t get to see the
parade and people’s reactions. But I

spent almost $2,500 last year on the
parade alone.
“We have to pay for the entertainers

and there are also a lot of little ex-
penses involved, like the awards for
example,” she said. This year, tro-
phies are awarded for president’s
choice, most attractive and most pa-
triotic. There will be 3 judges; Linda
Bailey, Linda Gray, and Melva Cole-
man. 

The parade will begin at Brooker
Street off of west Main Street. The

lineup starts at 8:30 a.m., and each
entry will be given a number that cor-
responds to their spot at the side of the
parade route.

“I am asking people to please align
their entry next to their assigned num-
ber,” Little said. “The parade will
hopefully start at 10:30 a.m. sharp.”
With over 60 entries, the parade will

include different music and dancing
groups, Clydesdale horses, busi-
nesses, youth groups, marching

do get to see them go by as I get
everyone together with my nephew,
Michael Little.”

This year’s grand marshals are Mr.
and Mrs. Leroy Simms.

“I chose them because they have
worked hard for so many years,” Lit-
tle said.

The parade will go from Brooker
Street to the Cass City Memorial
Park, ending at the pavilion and all
participants will receive a memorial
ribbon to commemorate the day.  

With the beat of the Cass City High
School Marching Band and the stomp
of the Clydesdale horses, the parade
will start the Fourth of July Freedom
Festival off with a bang.  

Richard Little, parade coordinator,
said the parade is well worth seeing.

“The parade kicks off the day,” he
said. “It takes a lot of work and a lot
of time to put the parade together, but
it is worth it and is an exciting thing
to see.”

Last year, Little took over coordinat-
ing the parade from Gary Jones, who
was in charge of the parade for over
20 years.
Little is excited, as this is his second

year putting the parade together.
“It gets hard sometimes. I had to get

in contact with everybody. I sent over
100 letters out and got in touch with
about 50 personal contacts,” he said.
“But this year was a little easier be-
cause I already had everyone’s names
down in the computer from last year.”

According to Little, he started the
parade planning back in January.
“I had to continue to follow up with

all the people to make sure they still
wanted to be in the parade, it does
take some work to convince the peo-
ple sometimes,” he said. “Altogether,
it is nice because as we celebrate the
Fourth of July, a lot of people will
come into town.”

The parade is also the most expen-
sive event, aside from the fireworks,
according to Emily Phillips, financial
secretary for the festival. 

Phillips said the festival committee

FROM THE favored Clydesdale Horses to

colorful floats, the parade will feature en-

tries from all over Michigan. As one of the

most popular events of the festival, the

Fourth of July committee expects Main

Street to be lined with people. The parade

will begin at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday. 

Grand Parade to attract thousands to Cass City
Music entertainers, dance groups,
tractors, classic cars, restored car-
riage, kids’ parade with decorated
bikes and pets and much more...

Off with a bang
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Hours: Wed.-Sat. 10:00-5:00 p.m.
989-872-3771

3396 Lamton Rd. • Decker, MI 48426
(6 miles south, 3 miles east, 1/4 mile south of Cass City)

Woodland CottageWoodland CottageWoodland CottageWoodland CottageWoodland Cottage
A Cozy Country Shoppe Where Browsing is a Pleasure

Furniture • Burt’s Bees • Williraye • Candles • Floral Wreaths • Pottery
Linens • Teas & Teapots • Willowtree Angels • Garden Decor • Chimes

Gazing Balls • Trellises • Garden Stones • Signs • Birdhouses & Feeders

SUMMER SALE!!!
July 8-9-10-11

Pictures &

Metal Wall Art

20% OFF
Garden, Lawn& Patio Decor25% OFFUnder The

Tent Items

50-75% OFF

LICENSED and INSURED

Happy 4th of July
Enjoy The Festival

872-3821
Electrical Problems
Are Our Business!

•Commercial
            •Industrial
                  •Residential

4657 Oak St., Cass City

Children will be plenty busy this
weekend at the Freedom Festival.

One of the most memorable activi-
ties, the children’s Paint-In, sponsored
by the American Association of Uni-
versity Women Cass City/Thumb
Area Branch, will be back for the lit-
tle Picassos and van Goghs in the
area.

The Paint-In will take place on Sat-
urday from 1 to 3 p.m. east of the
gazebo in the park.

The AAUW will provide the neces-
sary art supplies for the children and
the activity is free.

“We will have easels set up for the
kids to paint. We provide all the ma-
terials, including brushes, the tempera
paint and a shirt,” said Ann Craig, the
AAUW member in charge of the
event.
According to Craig, the Paint-In has

always been a part of the festival.
“We’ve been doing this since the

first festival, since the beginning,” she
said. “And the kids always enjoy it.
It’s wonderful to have something free
for the kids to get involved with.”

Diane Williams, president of the
AAUW said it is important for the
AAUW to be a part of the Fourth of
July festivities.
“It is very important for us to be out

there, it’s just something we do. We
are a service organization and it’s nice
to be just out there and visible,” she
said.

At the Paint-In, there will be 3 vol-
unteers supervising each shift, ac-
cording to Craig. 

“Once the kids finish their painting,
they can hang it on a clothes line to
dry and then later they can come pick
it up,” she said.

Williams said the AAUW also does
various other volunteer activities
throughout the year.

“We sponsor a Halloween carnival
at the middle school, we do Christmas
wreaths in November and we have a
big fundraiser called the Flamingo

Fling, so that we can sponsor scholar-
ships to women pursing higher edu-
cation,” she said. 
The AAUW also provides a book to

elementary children through the
Reading is Fundamental program.
This local branch has been around for
45 years. 

KIDS CAN PAINT for free at the Paint-In spon-

sored by the American Association of University

Women Cass City/Thumb area branch. The Paint-

In has been around since the first Fourth of July

Freedom Festival. Located just east of the gazebo,

the AAUW will have the area set up from 1 p.m. to

3 p.m. on Saturday. 

AAUW sponsors free kids’ paint-in

From purses to potholders, the craft
show will host a variety of vendors
from around the state. 

The craft show will feature various
objects and items made by others to
be sold, for both men and women to
enjoy.
According to Chris Allen, coordina-

tor of the show, the vendors will begin
selling in the park at 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
on Friday and from 9:30 a.m. to 5
p.m. on Saturday.
“I’m excited, I think we are going to

have something for everyone,” she
said. 

Allen said getting the craft show
took some work.
“I sent out about 150 letters, some to

those who had previously come to

one of our festivals and then some to
others. I also had some other people
email me, asking for applications, so
then I started doing the email applica-
tions,” she said. ‘I think this year will
go really well.”

After each vendor filled out an ap-
plication, noting their personal infor-
mation and what type of craft they
would be selling, they had to pay a
$25 fee, according to Allen.

“We are going to have a lot of dif-
ferent things. We’ll have a lady sell-
ing Mary Kay, another selling
candles, and others who will be doing
raffles for their organization,” she
said. “I am actually looking forward
to some of them myself.”

Anywhere between 30 and 50 ven-

dors will be at the event, Allen pre-
dicted. 

Some of the items sold will include
handmade jewelry, baby books,
potholders, purses, garden displays,
doll quilts and wooden games.  There
will also be an antique photo booth
coming from Caro and a lady who
sells framed photographs. 

She said the vendors come from all
over the state, but the majority comes
from Macomb, Genesee, Lapeer,
Huron, Tuscola and Sanilac counties.  

Allen also said there will be a lady
coming from Decker who makes pic-
tures out of pressed flowers.
“They really are nice,” she said. “We

will also have someone coming who
does tag engraving for pets and for
those who take medications and have
to wear a tag just in case of an emer-
gency. We are also having another
come that does sculptures out of fab-
rics... I just love craft shows, I try to
go to them all.”

For Allen, who has lived in Cass
City for 7 years and hasn’t missed a
craft show, having vendors come to
the festival is important.

“I think having an arts and crafts
show is a really good idea for people
to come into our town and for them to
enjoy it. Sometimes people don’t
want to do the other activities, so it’s
nice to have something for every-
body,” she said. 

Vendors from around the state bring their arts and crafts, ready to sell
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Part of the Michigan landscape for over 90 years. To learn more, visit 
one of our 129 locations across the state or call us at 1-800-867-9757.
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HARRIS & COMPANY
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LIFE - ANNUITIES - INVESTMENTS
PENSION & PROFIT SHARING PLANS
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CASS CITY, MI 48726
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Bringing their dance styles all the
way from the kitchens in Ireland to
the streets of Cass City for the first
time, dancers from Tir Na N’Og
Gaelic School of Dance and Music
will perform after the parade this Sat-
urday.

The group will walk and dance down
Main Street with their float featuring
fairies, leprechauns, Irish music and a
dance called céilí, similar to square
dancing. 

Tir Na N’Og, a Gaelic word that
translates into “Land of the young,
dance of the young” came from the
time of the druids.

According to Debbie Freeman,
owner and operator of the dance
group, said the druids believed when
they left this world, they went to Tir
Na N’Og, a place of love and music
and where you are always young. 

“The word Tir Na N’Og represents
what we do,” Freeman said. “We are
noncompetitive, family oriented and
focused on enjoyment and fun.”
For Freeman, her goal was to create

something family oriented.
“Our goal is not to be a ballet, tap,

jazz type of competitive school. In-

“Land of the young, dance of the young.”
Tir Na N’Og dancers gear up to perform traditional Irish styles

stead, we teach the history, dance and
language of Ireland. It is about learn-
ing the culture,” she said.

The program started as an official
school 7 years ago, under Freeman’s
instruction and has 2 locations, one in
Memphis and another in Lapeer. 

“I live in Michigan now, but I used
to live and dance in Ireland. We used
to push everything aside in the
kitchens and just dance. My mom

would teach us the culture, language
and dance,” she said. “And I wanted
to teach my children the same thing,
so they all have been dancing since
the age of 4.”
Freeman and her mother, Sarah Mc-

Cann from County Monaghan, Ire-
land now teach the traditional Irish

country style of dancing. 
With about 70 dancers, adults and

children alike, Freeman and her fam-
ily teach 3 times a week for 4 hours
each night.

“We have all ages show up, as long
as their legs can keep moving, they
are here,” she said.

From performing with the famous
troupes like Trinity and Lord of the
Dance, to volunteering at different

nursing homes, Tir Na N’Og dancers
are always performing somewhere,
Freeman said.

According to Freeman, performing
in front of large crowds is beneficial
for the dancers.

“For one, it boosts self-esteem and
confidence for them, eventually they

“The word Tir Na N’Og represents what we
do... We are noncompetitive, family ori-
ented and focused on enjoyment and fun.”

- Debbie Freeman

Owner & operator of Tir Na N’Og

Gaelic School of Dance and Music

will feel comfortable enough where
they are creative and do their own
thing. Secondly, dancing improves
health. It really is a lot of exercise,
footwork and timing,” she said.
“However, we also learn about team-
work and a different culture.”

Sheila Brown, daughter of Nancy
Simms, attends the school with her 3
children and will be performing at this
year’s festivities after dancing for
only 4 months. 

“We will all be walking in the parade
and dancing after,” she said. “We love
doing it because it is fun, plus it really
gives us a chance to show off our tal-
ents.” 

Freeman said she will always be a
part of Tir Na N’Og for the rest of her
life.

“I plan to teach for the rest of my
life, until my legs stop moving and
then I’ll sit there and point,” she
joked. 

As the group prepares for their per-
formances, which will also include
singing, the audience members are
encouraged to join.

“We like to get people from the au-
dience to join,” Freeman said. “So be
prepared.”   

THE IRISH DANCE GROUP, Tir Na N’ Og will bring to
Cass City a little bit of Ireland.  Tir Na N’ Og, a Gaelic word
that translates into “Land of the young, dance of the young”,
came from the time of the druids. Debbie Freeman, owner
and operator of the dance group, said the druids believed
when they left this world, they went to Tir Na N’ Og, a place
of love and music and where you are always young. 
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Cass City will be able to go back in
time as The Park Phaeton Carriage
rolls down Main Street during the an-
nual parade.

Owned by the Cass City Historical
Society and on loan to the Octagon
Barn, the carriage was given to the
Society in the 1970s by Eleanor
Nique Dillman, the granddaughter of
Jacob Striffler, the original owner and
an early settler of the Cass City area. 

Striffler died in 1925. He was a
farmer, cattle buyer, farm implement
dealer, stockyard manager, and auc-
tioneer. He also served as treasurer,
township supervisor, and road com-
missioner and as a trustee and the
president of the village of Cass City.
According to the Historical Society,

sometime in the early 1900s a man-
ager of a stockyard in Buffalo, NY
bought a new automobile in Michigan
and asked Striffler if he could have it
shipped to Buffalo for him. In ex-
change for the favor, he gave Striffler
the carriage.

In the Spotlight
For many years, this carriage was

seen at the Freedom Festival during
the Fourth of July Parade, but over
time mice got into it and destroyed
some of the upholstery.
The Historical Society had the entire

carriage restored by Al and Sue
VanSlyke of Irons, MI and had the
lanterns restored by a specialty com-
pany in Montana. The Pinney Foun-
dation also sponsored the restoration
of the carriage.

According to Katie Jackson, presi-
dent of the Historical Society, this
year will be exciting because the rid-
ers will be wearing period clothing.
“I was looking for someone who was

tall, thin, and blond to fit the dress and
then I was told I should ask Kate Fer-
nald,” she said.
Fernald, a dental hygienist and stay-

at-home mom of 3, said she would do
the honors of riding in the carriage
with her children and wear the dress.
Fernald is the wife of Aaron Fernald,

the principal at Campbell Elementary
School. 

The dress belongs to the Octagon
Barn, whose members bought a num-
ber of articles of clothing to portray
the early 1900s, like the woman who
would go to the Hamptons to see the
races, Jackson explained. 
“The dress is not an authentic, but it

really does look neat,” she said.
Jackson wrote a biography of the

carriage and it said, “The Park
Phaeton Carriage would have been
considered a commercial vehicle for
places such as large parks that would
be driven by a chauffer giving rides to
its owner, or to customers. It was con-
sidered the Cadillac of vehicles in its
day.”

Two elaborate horses will pull the
carriage. They will be brought to Cass
City from the same owner who
brought them last year.

“He was willing to come back and
do it again. He really gets the horses
dressed up nice,” Jackson said. 

DATING BACK TO the early 1900s, a restored carriage will grace Main Street with its ele-
gance. The Park Phaeton Carriage, now owned by the Historical Society, once belonged to
Jacob Striffler, of Cass City, who died in 1925.  Kate Fernald and her children will dress up
in period outfits and sit in the carriage as it rolls down the parade route. 

Restored carriage, vintage clothing will take viewers back in time
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The Thumb Area Antique Auto
Club will have its annual car cruise
on Friday night.

Starting at 6 p.m. near McDon-
ald’s, about 50 classic cars will go
through Cass City down Main
Street and around other area roads.
The cruise will end around 7:30
p.m.
According to Jim Perry, coordina-

tor of the car cruise, he tries to fea-
ture at least 10 to 12 cars from Cass
City. There is no entry fee to partic-
ipate in the cruise.

“My wife, Geri, and I have been
putting this show on for about 20
years and we like to keep it to the
people here. But we also have cars
from all over the Thumb area and
it’s nice,” he said. “We have people
coming from Harbor Beach, Caro,
Bad Axe, Marlette, from all over.”
Each year, according to Perry, one

car and its owner is honored and
gets to be engraved on a plaque.
Last year, Bad Axe’s Bill Arm-
strong and his ‘44 Coupe were hon-
ored.

This year’s winner is Cass City’s
Bob Hirn and his 1966 white

THE THUMB AREA ANTIQUE AUTO CLUB will honor Bob Hirn and his

1966 white Chevy Super Sport this year. He will drive his car in the Classic Car

parade on Friday and during the grand parade on Saturday. Hirn also owns a

1929 black and brown Model A Ford. Outside of owning 2 classic cars, Hirn

has also been co-chair for 14 years of the Fall Family Days Weekend held in

August at the Thumb Octagon Barn in Gagetown.

In the spotlight: ‘66 Chevy Super Sport

Antique car show always popular
Chevy Super Sport. Perry nominated
him. Hirn will show off his car in both
the car cruise on Friday night and at
the parade on Saturday morning. 

For Hirn, being honored along with
his car is interesting, considering the
reason he has the car in the first place.
“After my wife, Mary Ann and I got

married, we ended up buying a ‘66
Chevy two door hard top in 1965.
Then in 1987, at a car showing in
Midland we heard about the ‘66
Chevy Super Sport. We sort of bought
it to reminisce about the other car; it
was a way of stepping back in time.”

Hirn said he was surprised to see
how few miles the car had when he
first bought it.
“The Chevy just needed a little touch

up. It only need very little work and
upholstery and it only had 46,000
miles on it. Now, it only has between
54-55,000 miles on it, which isn’t that
much for a car this old,” he said. “I
don’t plan on selling it. One day, I’ll
have to sit down with my son to see
what he wants to do with it and
maybe then I’ll have to sell it. I have
no idea what it is worth, though.”

Hirn also has another classic car, a

1929 black and brown Model A Ford.
“The Model A Ford has its original

paint color and interior. But I’m not
going to show this one, just the ‘66
Chevy,” he said.
Hirn is from the west side of Detroit

and moved to Cass City in 1964 to
work as a high school biology teacher.

Outside of owning 2 classic cars,
Hirn has also been co-chair for 14
years of the Fall Family Days Week-
end held in August at the Thumb Oc-
tagon Barn in Gagetown.

In his spare time, Hirn also collects
tractors.
“I’m in an old tractor club, I like col-

lecting them,” he said.



CASS CITY, MICHIGAN CASS CITY CHRONICLE - WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2009 PAGE SEVENTEEN

After 38 years, I’m finally retiring!
EVERYTHING IS ON SALE
25% - 30% - 40% - 50% OFF

◊ Sportswear

◊ Outerwear

◊ Sleepwear

◊ Ethel jeans & crops

◊ Purses & Jewelry

Country decor and gift wear

30% to 50% OFF

The Clothes Closet
downtown Bad Axe

◊ All dresses 
◊ All MoB dresses
◊ All After 5’s
◊ All Proms

Think ahead and save a bundle!!

Come join us for the 4th of July celebration!

Located next to the Lions Pavilion

ENJOY OUR SMOKED BBQ

Friday, July 3rd ~ 4 p.m.

Saturday, July 4t h~ 11:00 a.m.

We will serve until the food runs out both days.

Hope to see you there!

ARLEN BANNICK and The Eastern Michigan Music Makers will bring Cass

City to life with their old time country music on Saturday. The group consists

of multiple players from all over the Thumb. They are scheduled to play at 1

p.m. after the parade at the gazebo in the park.

Arlen Bannick and The Eastern
Michigan Music Makers are gearing
up to perform their favored old time
county music this Saturday.

Bannick and his group have played
every year for about the last 10 years
at Cass City’s Freedom Festival, ex-
cept for last year when his sister Lela
Yageman performed with her group.

“Older people just really love his
music. He plays a lot of the swing and
country music stuff. The Roy Rogers
type of western music. It is good
dancing music,” Yageman said.

The group is schedule to play at 1
p.m. after the parade at the gazebo in
the park.

According to Bannick, he has been
playing the guitar and keyboard for
such a long time now that he can’t re-
member when he first started. 

“I think I got my first guitar when I
was 13 years old,” he said. “And
sometime around 1975, I started on

the keyboard.”
Yageman said her brother plays for

a lot of different occasions and ven-
ues. 

“He plays for a lot of weddings and
at other places. He always draws in a
good crowd. He also brings music to
the Octagon Barn,” she said.

While playing at the Octagon Barn
in Gagetown, Bannick said the group
plays music of specific eras.

“That’s why we are there. We play
the right period music, playing a va-
riety of polka and waltzes,” he said.

Bannick said the group consists of
multiple players from all over the
Thumb.

“We usually have about 7 different
people playing, but we like to leave it
open for musicians to play with us.
We are called the ‘eastern music mak-
ers’ because we have people from all
over the eastern side of the state play,”
he said.

Yageman said she is excited that her
brother’s group is playing this year.
“Last year, he was supposed to play,

but I ended up doing it. But I’ve also
played with my brother’s group a lot
of times at the Fourth of July festi-
val,” she said. “Arlen has quite a fol-
lowing.”

For those who know Bannick and
Yageman, it is evident that music
plays a big role in their family. 

“My whole family loves to sing,”
Yageman said. “I remember my
brother started playing the guitar re-
ally young.”
Bannick and his group are excited to

come back and play this year at the
Freedom Festival.

“We’ve done this for many years
now and I’m always happy to play,”
he said.
The Eastern Music Makers also vol-

unteer at nursing homes and play for
the Farmer’s Market in Bad Axe. 

Eastern Michigan Music Makers 
bring country music to Cass City

Cass City’s largest festival required
a little extra work this year because
the Fourth of July falls on a Saturday.
According to Richard Little, parade

coordinator, it was harder to book
people for the parade and entertain-
ment because the Fourth of July lands
on a Saturday this year. 
“It happens every seven years or so,

and when it does people usually want
to go to their hometowns instead of
coming here,” he said. “That’s why
the parade is down entries from last
year. But it will still be good.”  
Kevin Mulligan, chairman of the fes-

tival, said the committee started plan-
ning for this year’s festivities last year
after the 2008 festival ended.

“We get together usually in August
for a debriefing to discuss what
worked and what didn’t work, and
then we plan for the next year. We
started meeting monthly back in Jan-

uary,” he said.
Similarly, Little said he had to start

sending out letters back in January
and has been getting responses since
then.

“When it comes to booking the en-
tertainers, we have to book them very
early on,” he said.
According to Mulligan, the commit-

tee plays an important role in the suc-
cess of the festival.
“Most of the players understand their

role, so it all sort of runs itself,” he
said.

Mulligan said he enjoys being the
chair.

“I delegate and they do the work,”
he joked. 

Emily Phillips, financial secretary
for the festival, said the festival is re-
ally important to the community.

“Our goal is to bring a lot of people
in,” she said.

Last year, Cass City had about
10,000 people come to the festival,
according to Gary Jones, a past chair-
man and parade coordinator for the
festival.
“There were so many people up and

down Main Street last year. The festi-
val is free, except for the food, so I
think a lot of people really do enjoy
it,” Jones said.

Not only does the festival take a lot
of work and planning, but money is
also required to make it all happen.

According to Phillips, the festival
cost nearly $11,000 last year.
“I know we might struggle a little bit

this year because the Fourth of July is
on a Saturday, but we really hope to
get the same kind of support and do-
nations from people, even as the
economy is really down right now,”
she said.
Phillips said they are anticipating the

fireworks’ cost to increase by 30 per-
cent. 

“Last year the Saturday fireworks
cost us $5,200 and for them to be up
30 percent is really going to be diffi-
cult for us,” she said. “However, we
are doing a lot of fundraisers to raise
money and luckily, this year the com-
mittee had a good start financially
from the money left over from last
year’s festival.”

All of the money for the festival
comes from various donations and
fundraisers, according to Phillips.
Lasts year, for example, the Cass City
Lions Club sponsored the Friday
night fireworks.
“We’ve had a couple good years, de-

spite how the economy is doing. If
people could continue to give, that
would be great. If they can’t, we un-
derstand,” she said.

Aside from the fireworks, other ex-
penses, to name a few, include $600
for Porta Johns, about $1,200 for en-
tertainers, and about $2,500 for the
parade, according to Phillips.

“We also have a lot of small ex-
penses,” she said.

In order to defray some of these
costs, Mulligan said this year the
committee is selling fireworks for a
$20 minimum donation.

“This year we also had a Pass the
Hat fundraiser, where we each stood
on the street asking for money. We
also have canisters around Cass City,
which usually doesn’t bring in much
money, but every little bit helps,” he
said. “If it wasn’t for the businesses
and people helping and donating, we
wouldn’t be able to keep going with
this festival.”

Annual festival requires
a lot of time, planning
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At Cass City’s

GGGGGAINY’S GRILLAINY’S GRILLAINY’S GRILLAINY’S GRILLAINY’S GRILL
6628 Main Street

872-4711
Friday - 11 a.m till 10 p.m.
Saturday - 10 a.m. till 10 p.m.

Festival
Hours:

FRIDAY - ALL DAY LONG
Foot Long Hot Dog & Fries..........ONLY $325

SATURDAY - 10 a.m. till 10 p.m.
Gainy Burger & Fries.... ONLY $450

Festival Specials

Plus tax

Plus tax

No Breakfast

When the Cass City Fourth of July
Freedom Festival committee said they
like to do things big, they meant it. 

Because dinosaurs have found their
way to be a part of this year’s festivi-
ties.

That is, a 24-foot long by 29 foot
wide by 15-foot high Jurassic Adven-
ture inflatable, with 4 large dinosaurs
attached, will be available for kids to
play on.

“We had to get the Jurassic Adven-
ture, it just looked so cool,” said Dee
Mulligan, event coordinator for the
kids’ area and director of the Chamber
of Commerce.

The Cass City Chamber of Com-
merce is sponsoring the kids’ fun area
and will expand it with 5 other large
size inflatable attractions. 
According to Mulligan, the other in-

flatable activities include a Scooby
Doo Bounce House, a 24 foot Giant
Slide, a 40 foot long Obstacle Course,
a Baseball Batting Cage Game, and a
40 foot long by 27 foot wide by 16
foot high “Adrenaline Rush” that is
for all ages, adults included. 
“The inflatable activities are open to

anybody and everybody,” she said.
“More importantly, we really wanted
something for the kids to do. We have
the Paint-In, which is wonderful, but
we wanted something more for the

Do you want a barbecue sandwich?
Some apple dumplings? The Lion
Club’s chicken?

Cass City’s Fourth of July Freedom
Festival will have all of the above and
more.
From the United Methodist Church’s

ice cream social to the smoothies
from Bechler’s Fun Foods, the annual
festival will have plenty of food avail-
able to go around. 
The committee expects 7 to 9 differ-

ent vendors to sell their food on both
Friday and Saturday.

“We wanted to bring in different
vendors, so we could have a large va-
riety of food,” said Emily Phillips,
chairperson in charge of food vendors
for the committee. “I had a lot of peo-
ple call me, but I didn’t want them all
to be making the same thing.”

Phillips said she sent out letters and
had people call her asking about the
festival.
“We usually like to bring in vendors

from the previous year, and a couple
other new vendors. I got almost 25
different phone calls of people asking
about our festival, but I had to call and
check to make sure we didn’t have the
7 different stands selling the same
hotdogs,” she said.
Each vendor is required to pay a $30

fee and pass the food safety inspec-
tion, while getting their food licenses. 
“In the past year or so the cost for li-

censes has more than doubled, so it
really is getting harder for these ven-
dors to come. Especially this year, the
Fourth of July festival is actually on
July 4, which is a Saturday and a lot
of people stay in their hometowns,”
she said. 

However, this year, the committee
expects to have the same number of
vendors as years past, even after start-
ing late on the planning due to a small
miscommunication among the com-
mittee. 

“I think people will enjoy what we
are bringing,” Phillips said. “We usu-
ally should have the final list done by
early June, but we had a late start this
year. But we aren’t going to be down
in numbers.”
Concessions are expected to open at

4 p.m. on Friday and all day Saturday. 
“Just don’t expect to get a barbecue

sandwich right away in the morning,”
Phillips joked. 

Some of the items on this year’s
menus include; fries, hotdogs, corn-
dogs, pulled pork, beef briskets, ribs,
cotton candy, ice cream, floats,
smoothies, chicken dinners, apple
dumplings and more. There will also
be a variety of beverages sold.  

The food vendors will be set up in
the park near the tennis courts. 

Variety of 
food offered 
at festival

kids. That way, when families come
to the festival, everyone has some-
thing to do. The adults have the enter-
tainment and the arts and crafts, and
the teens usually do the whole sports
thing, like the 3-on-3 basketball tour-
nament, but now we have something
that the kids can really enjoy too.”

The inflatable attractions will be
rented from Funtastic Inflatables
based in Burton, Mich., and will cost
around $2,000 for all 6 attractions
combined for the 4 or so hours.

Last year, the Chamber of Com-
merce was left “in the red” as they
didn’t make as much money as they
spent. 
However, this didn’t stop them from

bringing back the kids’ section, and
even bigger than before.

“We hope this year, we will be able
to make more money to get out of
being in the red. If we could fix that
niche, that would be great. But either
way, we will still keep on trying to
make the kids’ area better, while still
making it cheap. Just because the
economy is bad, doesn’t mean the
kids still can’t have fun,” Mulligan
said. “We want to have something for
the kids to do, so that the whole fam-
ily will stick around, and that is af-
fordable, even for those who have lost
their jobs.”
The Chamber of Commerce is charg-

ing $5 for an all day pass wristband.

If someone doesn’t want to pay for a
wristband, they can purchase a $1
ticket for each individual inflatable.

The kids’ area will be open noon to
4:30ish on Saturday, according to
Mulligan. The attractions will be lo-

cated between the Lions’ pavilion and
the pool. 

“As long as people keep coming to
the festival and bringing their kids,
we will keep doing this for them. We
want all of them to enjoy themselves,

including all the little ones. I’m sure
this year they will be amused,” she
said.

For more information and pictures
of the inflatable attractions, please
visit www.funevents.us.   
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COME JOIN US!
Please support these area businesses that welcome you to the

31st ANNUAL FREEDOM FESTIVAL

Specializing in Modular Homes
4915 Cemetery Rd., Cass City

989-872-2217   800-798-2217
OPEN SATURDAY, JULY 4th

10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. for Festival
HAVE A SAFE HOLIDAY!

WILD JOHN’S
6348 North Van Dyke

Cass City, Michigan 48726
(989) 872-2944

HairHairHairHairHair
BendersBendersBendersBendersBenders

6530 Garfield Ave.
Cass City, MI 48726

989-872-3145989-872-3145989-872-3145989-872-3145989-872-3145

Bartnik Sales
& Service

Phone 872-3541
Cass City

Dan’s Fireplace & Stove LLCDan’s Fireplace & Stove LLCDan’s Fireplace & Stove LLCDan’s Fireplace & Stove LLCDan’s Fireplace & Stove LLC
6509 Main S6509 Main S6509 Main S6509 Main S6509 Main St., Cass Cityt., Cass Cityt., Cass Cityt., Cass Cityt., Cass City, MI 48, MI 48, MI 48, MI 48, MI 48726726726726726

989-872-3190989-872-3190989-872-3190989-872-3190989-872-3190
Fax: 989-872-4069Fax: 989-872-4069Fax: 989-872-4069Fax: 989-872-4069Fax: 989-872-4069

GET UP TO $1,500 TAX CREDIT*
*Ask for Details

Ken Martin
Electric

Phone 872-4114
4180 Hurds Corner Rd.

Cass City, MI 48726

• Residential • Commerical • Industrial

From golf to football to tractor pulls,
there will be several competitions to
enjoy at this year’s Fourth of July
Freedom Festival. 
Each year, the sporting competitions

are some of the favored activities, es-
pecially as this year marks the second
time Cass City will host the All-Star
football game. Festival goers will be
sure to appreciate the excitement, fun
and good ol’ sweat. To learn more
about each event, read the following:

Rolling Hills Golf Tournament 

The Rolling Hills Golf Tournament
will start at 1 p.m. July 2. This 4-man
golf tournament brings out the best
players in the Thumb, according to
Rick Champagne, a committee mem-
ber who oversees some of the sport-
ing events for the festival. Players of
every skill level will find this 18-hole
course to be a good test for their long
and short game. There will be cash
prizes, 50/50 raffle, hotdogs and din-
ner after everyone plays. The tourna-
ment takes place at the golf course
located at 6586 Milligan Road. 

All Star Football Game

With the help and support of Cass
City’s community, along with other
local communities, according to
Champagne, outgoing seniors
throughout the Thumb area will be
able to play one last football game to-
gether. Throughout the past months,
local coaches and the Sport Writers
Association of the Thumb handpicked
the finest outgoing senior players for
the game. The players will come from
Huron, Tuscola and Sanilac counties,
and also from teams in the Greater
Thumb Conference. A total of 25
schools will send their nominated stu-
dents to play in the game. The players
will be separated into 2 teams; the
Greater Thumb West Conference vs.
the NCTL North to make the North-
west team. They will play a regular,
4-quarter tackle football game with
official referees. The All-Star Football
Game will take place at 7 p.m. at the
park on Saturday before the grand
firework show. 

Mid-Michigan Mini Tractor
Pulling Association’s Tractor Pull

The Mid-Michigan Mini Tractor
Pulling Association provides pulling
contests at some of Mid-Michigan’s
other large fairs and festivals. The
event will be at 2 p.m. on Saturday,
July 4 at the Cass City Hill. There will
be different races depending on the
type of classes, some include; Garden
Tractors, Ultra-Light modified trac-
tors, and V-8 powered minis. The
event is tailored to family oriented
fun. The race is open to the public and
free to watch. But there is a fee to par-
ticipate, according to Pam Hawley, a

Ready, set...run to Hills & Dales, as
the Center for Rehabilitation is gear-
ing up for their 13th annual run/walk
on Saturday.
There will be 3 races, a 5K run, a 5K

walk, and an 8K run, according to
David Wohl, director of Rehabilita-
tion. 

member who also lives in Cass City.
The cost is $15 for non-members to
race, and $10 for members. If people
from the public have tractors and
want to participate, they must come
an hour early to have their tractor in-
spected for specifications. Ribbons
and cash prizes will be awarded. 

3-on-3 Basketball Tournaments

There will be teams of various age,
size and talent levels set up against
other teams of a similar make-up to
watch compete for the bragging rights

of being the best in the Thumb area.
The tournament will begin after the
parade on Saturday on the basketball
courts at the recreational park.
Around 30 to 45 teams are expected
to compete. There is a $70 registration
fee for each team. The first place win-
ners will receive individual trophies
and the second place winners will be
given medals. Registration is open
through July 3. for more information,
call Ben Varney at 989-872-3651 or
Lloyd Schinnerer at 989-872-3788. 

M-T Pocket Pullers

The M-T Pocket Pullers’ Tractor Pull

will be at 7 p.m. on Friday, July 3 at
the Cass City Hill. The M-T Pocket
Pullers is a family-oriented group that
was established in 1991. The non-
profit and charitable organization is
named after the word “empty” be-
cause their logo is a guy pulling out
empty pockets. The organization do-
nates money to charities like Big
Brothers, Big Sisters and the Ameri-
can Cancer Society. Anything from
13hp garden tractors to small V-8s
pull in the group. The event is open
to the public. For more information
regarding their rules, please visit
www.mtpocketpullers.com. 

Minor League Boys’ All Star
Game & Little League Boys’ 

All Star Game

The Minor League Boys’ All Star
Game is scheduled for 5 p.m. Friday,

July 3 and the Little League Boys’ All
Star Game is set at 7 p.m. the same
day. Both games will be held at the
north ball diamond. The 5 best play-
ers from 5 minor league and 5 little
league teams were chosen to compete
in the All-Star games. A majority of
the children will be between 7 and 10
years old. There is no fee from them
to play. According to Champagne, the
games are popular and are a fun activ-
ity to watch in an atmosphere of
wholesome community participation.  

Sports, competitions bring 
excitement to Freedom Festival

There will be various age groups for
each race. The age groups are broken
up for 14 years old and under, 15 to
19 years old, and then it goes by every
5 years up to the masters’ group,
which is anyone 60 years old and up.

Anyone interested in participating
can register for $15 ahead of time by

visiting either the Cass City or Caro
Hills & Dales Center for Rehabilita-
tion.
Wohl said they will take participants

on site up until the race starts for $18,
but online registration closes on July
3 at 4 p.m. To register online, go to
www.hdghrebah.com. The fees pay

for the t-shirt, and snacks and drinks
at the finish line, along with an entry
for a door prize drawing.
Registration begins at 7 a.m. on Sat-

urday at the Medical Arts Building
across from the hospital and the race
starts at 8 a.m.

“We always have the race early in

the morning so that our participants
can watch the parade. Everyone,
whether they walk or run will get
done in usually about an hour,” Wohl
said. 

According to Wohl, the Center for
Rehabilitation started the race to try
to improve health in the area.

“We wanted to participate in the
Fourth of July Freedom Festival and
we also wanted to show the people
that physical fitness is important,” he
said. 

Last year, the race had about 90 par-
ticipants of all different ages.
“It really is a nice thing for Cass City

to offer a race like this, especially for
being a small town. There really isn’t
anything else like this in the Thumb
area,” Wohl said.

Despite having some early registers
already, Wohl said he anticipates a de-
crease in participants because the
Fourth of July Freedom Festival is on
July 4. 

“Frankenmuth always has their race
on July 4, so the serious runners will
probably end up going there instead,”
he said. “However, people should
take advantage of this because it im-
proves their chance of getting an
award.”

Trophies will be awarded to the
overall male/female and masters’
male/female winners of each individ-
ual race. Trophies and medals will
also be given for the top 3 places in
each age/gender division. T-shirts will
be given to all participants, along with
free passes to Hills & Dales Health &
Fitness Center.

“There will also be raffle drawings
at the end of the race for free fitness
memberships and other great prizes,”
Wohl said. 

The races will be professionally
timed by Miller Race Management.

Hills & Dales ready for 13th annual run/walk
Center for Rehabilitation sponsors 5K run, 5K walk and 8K run
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In the Spotlight

After more
than 25 years,
Jones still a 
big part of
Cass City’s 
annual fest

Gary Jones

From working with the Freedom
Festival committee for over 25 years
to volunteering with the village coun-
cil, Gary Jones, a retired General
Cable Corporation employee has
made an impact in the Cass City com-
munity.
Although Jones, 69, is trying to ease

out of working with the committee, he
still keeps coming back.
“A long time ago, a friend asked if I

would give him a hand with the pa-
rade, and from then on I have helped
put it together,” Jones said. “It wasn’t
until last year, when Richard Little
took over and I think he has done a
good job.”
Jones said one of his favorite aspects

of the festival is the parade.
“Although I never really could see

it, just hearing people say that it was
great was a nice thing. To hear people
reflect and say they enjoyed them-
selves made it all worth it. I’ve just
had a lot of fun times and memories,”
he said.
Despite his efforts to play a minimal

role in this year’s festivities, Jones is
helpful to the committee because he
understands the work that the Free-
dom Festival requires. 
“Not every aspect of the planning is

very glamorous, but it really is nice to
see how the festival has grown,” he
said. “This year is different for me
though. Instead of giving direction, I
am taking direction.”
According to Kevin Mulligan, chair-

man of the festival, Jones has put a
tremendous effort into the festival.
“Gary is a good guy. For him to vol-

unteer so much of his time is really
great,” he said.

All Fourth of July planning aside,
Jones is a busy person. He is the
chairperson for the Cass City United
Methodist Church trustees, secretary
of the Cass City Lions Club, on the
Cass City Village Council, and on the
Downtown Development
Authority/Economic Development
Council.  

“Everyone wants you on their com-
mittee when you’re retired,” he joked.
Jones, a 1957 Cass City High School

graduate, said he has had many differ-
ent experiences throughout his life-
time. 

“I attended MSU and it really helped
me a lot throughout my life. I used to
be a Crop Insurance Adjuster, which
was completely unrelated to working
at the General Cable Corporation,” he
said. “But I knew the difference be-
tween beets and corn and dry beans
and soybeans.”
Now that Jones is retired, he likes to

fish, golf and hunt in the fall time.
“Yeah, I like to fish... a lot and I used

to be really addicted to golf, now I go
about once a week,” he said. “I also
have 3 motorcycles that I like to ride
around.”

And when Jones isn’t fishing, golf-
ing or hunting, he is spending time
with his wife, Doris or his 7 pound
dog, Lucy.

“She’s so small, you can just carry
her around,” he said. 
Jones is also a big fan of seafood.
“I love shrimp and lobster and sushi.

I can’t really get it around here, but
I’ll go to Red Lobster for it or some-
thing. I love seafood,” he said.

Jones has one brother, Richard, and
3 grown children; Michelle, Matt and
Mike.  
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Dancers from ExcelDance Studio of
Art in Cass City will perform again at
the Fourth of July Freedom Festival.

The dancers will walk the parade
with their float that has been passed
down for years and perform at Baker
College following the Tir Na N’Og
Irish Dance group at 12:30. 

Jeralyn Herp, owner and instructor
of the studio, said they perform every
year because the people enjoy it.

“It’s good for the
community to see
the talent they have,”
she said.

Herp said she isn’t
sure how many girls
will perform, but
they will do numbers
from their dance
recital that was held
on June 4 and 5. 

“I had a lot of dif-
ferent dances to
choose from, but I
made sure not to
pick any that in-
cluded acrobatic
tumbling because we
will be on the pave-
ment,” she said.
“But that is really
what I do every year.”

Although the ExcelDance Studio
does perform every year at the festi-
val, the exposure and public perform-
ing will still benefit the dancers and
their families.
It allows the families another chance

to see their kids dance, and it’s good
for the kids to get out there and dance
again, Samantha Swiderski explained.

Swiderski, now one of the senior

dancers, was dancing at the studio
back when it used to be Sally’s Dance
Studio. 

“I’ve been dancing since I was 3
years old. I do jazz, tap, ballet...every-
thing,” she said. “But my favorite is
ballet. I’m such a perfectionist.”

Swiderski plans on attending Grand
Valley State University to become a
medical technologist. 

“Although I’m not
going to pursue a
dance career, I still
plan on dancing in
college with their
dance team or some-
thing,” she said.

For Swiderski, per-
forming at public
events like the Cass
City Fourth of July
Freedom Festival is
fun. She has per-
formed at the festival
already 4 times in her
life.
“I like dancing at the

festival, it gives peo-
ple who didn’t make
it to our recital a
chance to see what

we have been working on all year,”
she said. 

The 17-year-old said that aside from
dancing, she enjoys shopping with her
friends, horseback riding and doing
gymnastics.

Swiderski is only one of 160 to 190
other students, according to Herp, that
attend the ExcelDance Studio in Cass
City. 

Samantha Swiderski

After the parade

THE EXCEL DANCERS will perform at Baker College following the Tir Na N’Og Irish Dance group at

12:30 p.m.  Jeralyn Herp, owner and instructor of the studio, said they perform every year because the

people enjoy it.


